
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
2521 CLARK STREET, SUITE 600 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22202 

(703) 699-2950 

MEMORANDUM OF MEETING 

DATE: 28 June 2005 

TIME: 10:OO- 1 1 :00 AM 

MEETING WITH: Delegation from Ellington Field Joint Reserve Air Base 

SUBJECT: Closure of Ellington Field Joint Reserve Air Base 

PARTICIPANTS : 
Ryan Flood, Legislative Assistant, Sen. Tom Delay's Office, 202-225-5951 
John L. Martinet, Director, Ellington Field Task Force, 713-907-9088 
John D. Cook, CEcD, Manager, National Sales Economic Development, Centerpoint Energy, 
71 3-207-3425 
Eugene "Gene" Tulich, Commander, US Coast Guard (Ret), Chairman, Houston Military 
Affairs Committee, 28 1-376-006 1 

Commission Stafi 

Ken Small, Air Force Team Leader 
Justin Breitschopf, Air Force Team Associate Analyst 

MEETING SUMMARY: 

Three main concerns were expressed by the delegation as to the accuracy and validity of the DOD 
recommendation to close Ellington Air Force base: 

1. The metrics utilized to assess military value. 
The metrics did not recognize available airspace for training 
The metric used the published airfield data from the FLIP for hours of operation 
rather than actual availability 
Metric did not give proper credit for suitability for h r e  missions 

2. Air defense alert versus the capabilities of a fighter wing 
Metric does not recognize the limited capability of an ASA alert force as compared 
to a full resident fighter squadron 
Metric did not consider the cost of deployment of aircraft to satisfy ASA or training 
with USA 

3. The model of the F- 16. 
There is no meaningful differences between the F-16 models after Block 15 when 
used for air sovereignty. 
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The results of the MVMCI scoring was that the 1 4 7 ~ ~  FW ANG was ranked 1 oth but units 1 1 
through 14 remained open while the 147'~ FW was recommended for closure. Aircraft from closing 
units are being assigned to units of less MVIMCI value than the 147' FW. 

The delegation also conveyed its concerns that the base is a critical asset to national security due to 
the protection it offers:. 

All classes of high priority targets exist in the Houston area for terrorists. 
Four strategic petroleum facilities that move or refine over 25% of the gas and fuel 
in the United States. 
Port of Houston and Houston Ship Channel that is a valuable deployment corridor 
for shipping 

Delegates left a brochure of their presentation. They will provide an electronic version to facilitate 
posting to the BRAC Commission website. 
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