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TO: Clearinahouse@wso.whs.mil

CC: Robert.Mever.CTR@osd.mil, Robert.Dinsick@wso.whs.mil,
William.R.Hal!@hada.armv.mil, NathanieI.Sillin@wso.whs.mil

FROM: BRAC Commission

SUBJECT: Request Comment on the feasibility of stationing an An-nyBCT at
Cannon AFB

During a recent meeting with Chain-nanPrincipi, GEN Cody, and Secretary
Dubois, the Chairman asked GEN Cody about the feasibility of stationing an
Army BCT at Cannon AFB.

1. Did the Army consider stationing a BCT at Cannon AFB as part of scenario
development for stationing options for Army BCTs? If yes, what were the results
of that analysis? If no, what is the feasibility of such a stationing plan? Describe
the maneuver acres available and the costs associated with this realignment?

Regards,

R. Gary Dinsick
An-nyTeamLeader
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Response to E0489

Question:
During a recent meeting with Chairman Principi, GEN Cody, and Secretary Dubois, the 
Chairman asked GEN Cody about the feasibility of stationing an Army BCT at Cannon 
AFB.                

 1.   Did the Army consider stationing a BCT at Cannon AFB as part of scenario 
       development for stationing options for Army BCTs?  If yes, what were the results 
       of that analysis?  If no, what is the feasibility of such a stationing plan?  Describe 
       the maneuver acres available and the costs associated with this realignment?

Answer:
1.   Early in the BRAC process, the Army Basing Study (TABS) Group analyzed the 
feasibility of stationing Army units on various installations owned by the other Military 
Departments.  One such installation was Cannon AFB.  The analysis indicated that it 
would not be effective or cost efficient for the Army to station units at Cannon AFB.    

2.  Cannon AFB is located outside of Clovis, NM and is approximately 380 miles from 
Fort Bliss, TX.  It is the home of the 27th Fighter Wing and its squadrons of F-16s.  
Unlike many air bases, it has a training range nearly contiguous with the main 
installation and airfield.  

3.  From a ground maneuver training perspective, Cannon AFB and Melrose Range do 
not meet Brigade Combat Team (BCT) training requirements.  The range is less that 
60,000 acres and currently used as an air training range and cannot be cleared for 
ground maneuver.  Constructing the necessary ranges required for a BCT would likely 
cost in excess of $300 million and require a significant portion of the total 60,000 
acres, leaving insufficient space for ground maneuver training.

4. The current military population of Cannon AFB is less than 3,000.  Therefore, it does 
not have sufficient infrastructure to support a BCT without an investment of several 
hundred million dollars.  In particular, Soldier barracks space, unit headquarters, and 
maintenance space would have to be expanded considerably.  The Army would also 
be responsible for the base operations costs which would be much more expensive on 
a per Soldier basis.

5.  We do not believe that it would be either effective or efficient to station an Army 
Infantry or Heavy BCT at Cannon AFB, either temporarily or permanently.
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