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QUESTION FOR THE RECORD 
BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE COMMISSION 

FORCE STRUCTURE PLAN, GLOBAL POSTURE REVJEW, Q U A D R E N N M  REVIEW 
(TESTIMONY FROM THE OFFlCE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND OFFICE OF 

THE CHALRMAN, JOWT CHIEFS OF STAFF) 
MAY 3,2005 

COMMISSION QFR 9 

Ouestion: Given that thc Air Force level of Air Expeditionary Forces (AEF) remains constant 
over at least thc ncxt six years, does that indicate a grcat level of  success with that number over 
thc last five years. 

Answer: Our Air Expeditionary Forces (AEFs) have been highly successful in providing 
capabilitics to the combatant commands (COCOMs), maintaining a highly rcady force to 
respond at a moment's notice to additional crises, while providing some semblance of 
predictability and stability to our Airmen. Our AEF operational practices are continuously 
refincd to ensure that we are best postured to supply the daily demands of the COCOMs, while 
prcscrving an ability to respond to an emerging crisis. With our Future Totill Force (FTF) 
transformational initiative, while we may reduce the number of sircraft in each AEF in the long 
term, we will increasc its capabilities with modernization and increased crcw ratios. 
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QUESTION FOR THE RECORD 
BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE COMMlSSlON 

FORCE STRUCTURE PLAN, GLOBAL POSTURFi REVIEW, QUADRENNIAL REVIEW 
(TESTIMONY FROM THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF) 
MAY 4,2005 

COMMISSlON QFR 10 

9uestion: With thc dcvclopmcnt of the AEFs, the Air Force CONUS basing approach has 
changed measurably sincc thc last round of BRAC. Does this ariingement increase or dccrcasc 
your basing requirements. Does this arrangement give the Departrrrent of Dercnse more or less 
Joint Cross Service options? 

Answer: The Air &: Space Expedilionary Forcc (AEF) is the USAF methodology for 
organizing, training, equipping, and sustaining rapidly responsive air and space forccs to meet 
the defense strategy requirements. Through the AEF, the Air Force supports dcfcnse strategy 
requirements using a combination of both permanently assigned and rotational forces. The 
USAF task organizes Air & Spacc Expeditionary Task Forces to meet defensc strategy 
requirements using both CONUS-bscd and forward-stationed mi&. The AEF itself does not 
directly increase or decrease Air Forcc basing requirements as i l  makes use of the forces 
available wherever they are. 

Any change in Joint Cross Scrvice options would be prcdicated on agreements between the 
Services involved in joint basing considerations. 
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