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on the market probably makes things worse
rather than better--the opposite of suburban
locations.

This is not an argument to close all the suburban
bases and keep all the rural bases open. Despite
the politics and the emotion and the lobbying,
we must never forget that the purpose of a
military base is not to keep a local economy
afloat but to help defend the country. Economic
development practitioners aren't dummies,
which is why, during the BRAC era, they have
increasingly tailored their arguments toward this
goal--Base X helps secure the peace because of
location, talented workforce, sunk cost,
efficiency and so on. This is a neat trick. But the
neatest trick is to find civilian markets for the
skills, products and services your local base has
created--before BRAC ever comes around.

Steer displaced workers to new jobs
Managing Today's Federal Employees
October 1, 2005

Opportunities are available to those who seize
them

The latest round of Defense Department base
realignments and closures could displace
thousands of federal employees and managers.
But reductions in force, downsizings and
transfers are nothing new and certainly not
limited to the DOD.

As affected DOD managers gear up for BRAC
implementation, there are resources available to
help them and their employees find new jobs
within the department and within the federal
government. Many of these same resources can
help other managers and federal workers facing
similar circumstances.

Mike Mahoney, manager of the staffing group in
the Office of Personnel Management's Center
for Talent and Capacity Policy, said managers
facing a RIF, downsizing or removal action have
three primary resources - the human resources
office, the agency's human capital officer, and
the OPM Web site. HR is management's primary
resource and is generally involved with helping

supervisors figure out the various rules and
placement options for the affected staff
members. The human capital officer and the
OPM Web site can provide additional
information to answer any questions a manager
might have.

Local priorities

The federal government has four major
programs to aid displaced civil servants - the
Reemployment Priority List, the OPM
Interagency Placement Program, the Career
Transition Assistance Plan, and the Interagency
Career Transition Assistance Plan. In general,
these programs require federal agencies to
consider displaced federal workers for jobs
before outside applicants.

The RPL and CTAP focus on reemployment
within the employee's agency, while the OPM
IPP and ICTAP cover employees seeking
reemployment in other agencies. Each program
has its own rules but is available to all qualified
employees. '

Pam Galemore, an OPM HR specialist, said the
programs apply to most federal employees who
are downsized, but they do not guarantee
reemployment. Rather, the programs are akin to
veterans' preference - they move qualified
applicants to the top of the selection list. So if a
displaced employee applies for a job he's not
qualified for, the placement programs won't help
him land the position.

In addition, if a displaced employee and veteran
are vying for the same job, the agency has the
right to choose the veteran instead of the
displaced worker, she said.

An employee's willingness to relocate to another
part of the country can also improve his chances
of finding a new job, but it could cut off his
priority placement privileges.

According to Galemore, only employees who
stay within their commuting area receive priority
placement privileges. Employees who apply for
positions in other parts of the country do not
necessarily have this benefit - even with their
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U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons, R-Conn., and Sen.
Christopher Dodd, D-Conn., also addressed the
crowd of about 120 people. The patriotism on
the bright early fall day was punctuated by
music from the Fitch High School band.

President Bush on Sept. 15 endorsed the
commission's recommendations that closed 22
major military bases and reconfigured 33 others.
The report will become final in 45 days unless
Congress acts to reject it in full. In previous
rounds, lawmakers never have rejected reports,
meaning communities probably have little hope
of a reprieve for their bases.

"T am so proud that this is now and always will
be the submarine capital of the world," Simmons
said. "We do well when we work in a bipartisan
fashion. We are almost always successful."

20,000 more Md. jobs forecast;
Civilian workers in base realignment will
challenge resources

The Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, MD)
Phillip McGowan

October 1, 2005

The national military realignment will attract at
least 20,000 private jobs to Maryland on top of
the more than 6,000 government positions

already estimated, state officials said yesterday.

Such an influx of jobs will demand an
unprecedented upgrade of infrastructure that will

cost several billion dollars, they said.

Including public and private workers and their
families, Maryland Planning Secretary Audrey
E. Scott said, during the next six years 60,000
people could settle in Central Maryland, much
of which is already grappling with issues of
growth.

Leaders representing Maryland at every level
said the state faces its most difficult challenge in
recent history to build new schools and houses,
upgrade roads and extend mass transit to
accommodate the growth, while maintaining the
quality of life for those who are already here.

"People who are coming to this area want to
know three things: Where is my child going to
school? Where will we live? How will I get to
work?" said Harford County Executive David R.
Craig, a Republican.

Many of the transportation dollars will be
expected to come from the federal government,
but state and local officials are preparing to bear
the increased burden of paying for new schools
and police and fire protection.

The realignment will occur over the next two to
six years - time that officials said they will use
to develop comprehensive plans and a precise
price tag.

"We need to get funding to everyone who needs
it," said Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski, a Democrat.

At a meeting in Crownsville of representatives
of the state's military installations, attended by
Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr., his Cabinet and some
of the state's congressional delegation and
county leaders, officials also spoke of the need
to expand the capacity of the state's colleges and
universities to train future generations of high-
tech workers.

The two epicenters of expansion are Fort Meade
and Aberdeen Proving Ground. Fort Meade is
expected to get about 5,300 government jobs;
APG, about 2,200.

But only in recent weeks have state and military
officials begun to fully grasp the number of
private workers likely to follow.

At APG, because of the likely expansion of
weapons research and testing, officials put the
overall number of private and government
workers at close to 20,000.

"That's nearly double [the population] of what
comes onto the post today," said Col. John T.
Wright, APG commander.

At Fort Meade, where intelligence operations are
expanding around the headquarters of the
National Security Agency, military officials put
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But above all, the building, which through age
has become part of Wagoner, will not be torn
down, said Gary Corey, 51.

"I think it'd be good for them to keep it around,"
he said. "Somebody can use it. ... Pass it down, it
looks really well built."

Under the Defense Department's Base
Realignment and Closure plan, Guard armories
across the state are going to close, combine their
forces with the reserve forces, and create seven
armed services centers in Oklahoma, said Rep.
Wade Rousselot, D-Okay.

When the armory closes, law permits local
government to take control of it, he said. The
City of Wagoner and Wagoner County are
discussing which entity should assume care, he
said.

The armory was built by the Works Progress
Administration in 1938, Rousselot said, and
about 50 National Guard engineers use the
building intermittently.

"They want the community to have the choice of
what to do with the armory," Rousselot said. "In
some fashion, it will be used by the community."

The plans for the armory are in initial stages
because the Guard may continue to use the
building until 2011 until the implementation of
the BRAC plan, said Wagoner City
Superintendent Larry Morgan said.

"There's a lot of opportunity and a lot of options
and really a great deal of discussion before
anything's decided," he said. "It could be as long
as five years (before the base closes)."

Ruth Ross, who said she has lived in Wagoner
all 81 years she's been alive, is happy to know
the building will be saved.

"Every building gets old," she said. "It's part of

Wagoner."

Wake-up call for region's bases
The Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, VA)

BRAC Commission Early Bird

October 1, 2005

Whatever happens to Oceana Naval Air Station,
this won't be the last time another state comes
sniffing around after Virginia's military
installations.

Florida, should it win Oceana's jets, will soon
return for one or two carriers that call Norfolk
home, lobbying in Washington, at the Pentagon,
in Tallahassee.

If Virginia learns anything from this year's
Defense Base Realignment and Closure
Commission, it should be that it must protect
itself from the predations of better-prepared
states.

Florida clearly treated the prospect of snatching
Oceana's jets as an economic opportunity of the
first order, while Virginia seemed both aghast
and surprised by the prospect. Worse, it was
caught napping and was forced to play defense.

That must change.

The military and federal government represent
an enormous part of the Hampton Roads
economy. More important, these people are
neighbors, friends and family -- they are our
community.

And Hampton Roads institutions take that for
granted. Politicians may constantly talk about
their support for the military, but no
organization has begun the sort of concerted
regional effort necessary to protect the
thousands of federal jobs all across Hampton
Roads. To protect the jobs of our neighbors,
friends and family.

That same institutional incoherence on Oceana
also harms Hampton Roads' ability to react to
changing political and economic realities, and to
attract transportation dollars from Washington,
or Homeland Security grants, or money to
protect our ports.

The area has entities that can help coordinate the
uncoordinated efforts across the region and the
state. The Hampton Roads Partnership -- an

Use of these articles does not refiect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.



DCN 12550

Many home owners in APZ-1 said they were
drawn to the neighborhoods because of
moderate prices. They said they couldn't find
something comparable in Virginia Beach if they
are forced out by the city.

"Right now, there just isn't enough available
housing to take care of the need that would be
created,” said John Wade, a real estate agent
who owns a single-family home assessed at
$240,000 in Cheltenham Square, one of the
highest-priced neighborhoods in APZ-1.

The city report did not examine the number of
businesses that could be affected by the BRAC
ruling. Some commercial uses in the accident-
potential zone are compatible with the Navy's
mission at Oceana, including some industrial
and manufacturing companies , said City
Planner Tom Pauls.

City Assessor Jerry Banagan estimated that the
residential property listed in the report could
carry a price tag of $397 million, but that
estimate is not official.

"I'd say that's still a conservative figure, and that
if we had to buy it, it would cost more,"
Banagan said.

The Pilot's analysis of the city's list of homes
examined 1,284 single-family and duplex
properties.

Based on city property records, 405 of those
houses - or nearly one-third - were built by
1952, the year that the Navy officially
designated Oceana as an air station. It was an
airfield during World War II.

More than half of the homes in APZ-1 - 737 of
them - have been in place since 1975, when the
Navy first began developing noise and accident-
potential zones around Oceana to discourage
incompatible development, city planners said.

Many of those houses, in such 1970s-era
neighborhoods as Cheltenham Square and
Nottingham Estates, were not in an accident-
potential zone when built. They wound up in

BRAC Commission Early Bird

APZ-1 in 1998, after the Navy brought in F/A-
18 Hornet fighter jets and revised the maps.

Samuel G. Reid, president of the Oceana
Gardens Coalition Civic League, says an
original subdivision plat of Oceana Gardens
shows that residential lots were laid out in 1906.

"Most of the families were here first and go back
generations," said Reid, who lives in a turn-of-
the-century house there.

Residents, he said, have tolerated living next to
Oceana as the base has brought in louder, high-
powered jets, and they have accepted the risks of
living in an accident-potential zone. Reid said
home owners are suffering from the City
Council's push to get the Hornets and, now, the
Super Hornets based at Oceana.

"The City Council begged the Navy to get the
Homnets up here, and nobody ever gave a
thought to what was going to happen to the
accident-potential and noise areas," Reid said.
"Now, their decision has come back to haunt the
homeowners."

Hal Levenson, a spokesman for Citizens
Concerned About Jet Noise, said it makes no
difference if houses were built before Oceana.

"Our position is that the BRAC, for reasons they
felt were good and sufficient for safety and to
facilitate training, felt that APZ-1 should be
cleared of residential units," Levenson said. "No
matter when those houses were built, they are in
the areas most likely to experience a serious
accident."

Levenson, however, said the group is opposed to
condemning and buying homes in the zone,
saying the cost would be "staggering."

The BRAC panel demanded that the city and
state spend at least $15 million a year to buy out
property owners.

Levenson said Citizens Concerned About Jet
Noise favors moving the Hornets to the Navy's
former Cecil Field near Jacksonville, Fla., then
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laboratory complex intact. Laboratory
operations, he suggested, could be turned over to
the University of Massachusetts; to a tri-service
team of Air Force, Army, and Navy researchers;
or to a federal laboratory.

Altshuler said he hasn't contacted UMass,
military, or federal laboratory officials about his
proposals.

So far, there has been limited response to
Altshuler's recommendations.

Speaking for the Romney administration, Joseph
Donovan of the Executive Office of Economic
Development said, "We're reserving any opinion
until we've had time to review the [Altshuler]
proposals."”

US Representative Martin Meehan, Democrat of
Lowell, has written to the secretary of the Air
Force and the chancellor of UMass-Lowell,
asking them "to look into the feasibility" of
Altshuler's proposals, said Matt Vogel, the
congressman's chief spokesman.

In a written statement, Senator Edward M.
Kennedy said, "The loss of jobs [at the research
laboratory] is troubling, but I'm optimistic that
the Department of Defense recognizes the high
caliber of work done at Hanscom, and that the
base will continue to grow, creating new jobs for
the men and women" of the Air Force Research
Laboratory.

That's also the thinking of the spokesman for the
Massachusetts Defense Technology Initiative, a
lobbying group co-chaired by Kennedy and
Romney.

The breakup of the Hanscom lab is "an
unfortunate development of a fortunate overall
outcome -- the saving of the air base," said Cort
C. Boulanger.

In the meantime, however, there could be "a
break in the continuity of research" at the
Hanscom laboratory, said Jack Carpenter,
founder and chief executive of Visidyne Corp.
The small Burlington company conducts

research on remote sensing of the atmosphere
for the Air Force lab.

Fort Meade's expansion to bring boom,
but at a price

Annapolis Capital (Annapolis, MD)

By DAVID E. LEIVA, Staff Writer

The expansion of Fort George G. Meade would
pump an additional $1 billion a year into Anne
Arundel County's economy, but would force the
county and state to pay for costly upgrades to
roads and schools, officials said yesterday.

Bringing the predicted 5,291 jobs to the west
county Army post would require nearly $400
million in new construction over five years but
the spending on salaries and contracts will raise
the financial impact of Fort Meade to more than
$5 billion annually by 2010, Col. Kenneth O.
McCreedy, the post's installation commander,
told a state military council made up of mostly
civilians.

But Col. McCreedy, who took over at Fort
Meade three months ago, tempered his remarks.

"This rapid expansion will not be without its
challenges for our region," he said. "I am
concerned with two areas: transportation and
education.”

It was the first meeting of the Maryland Military
Installation Strategic Planning Council since the
Base Realignment and Closure Commission and
President Bush agreed on a plan that would
make Maryland one of the key winners
nationwide as other bases are closed. Congress
has until mid-November to accept or reject the
plan.

Local, state and federal officials, along with
military alliances throughout Maryland, gathered
in Crownsville yesterday to congratulate each
other - and press state officials to fund the
onslaught of an estimated 60,000 people
expected to descend on Maryland over the next
decade.

"The infrastructure demands, we can't do alone,"
County Executive
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The Air National Guard was targeted in this
BRAC round, Retired Brig. Gen. Fred Larson
said.

“Most Air National Guard units that we know of
here in Ohio and other states are based on
flying,” Larson said. “People do that because
they like to be associated with a flying mission.”

Larson, who worked on saving the Mansfield
unit, pointed to a historic tension between the
Guard and the Air Force. Others noted that the
Air Force wants to move into new jets quickly.

“The way the Air Guard and Air Reserve was
handled was a travesty,” U.S. Rep. David
Hobson. R-Springfield, said.

That also leaves many wondering what the role
of the Air Guard in Ohio will be, let alone what
the guardsmen will be doing.

“Right now we have more questions than we
have answers,” said Col. Richard Lohnes,
commander of the Springfield base.

Gut punch

The Mansfield 179th Airlift Wing remained
confident of its value before the initial Pentagon
recommendations were released in May. A
closure recommendation came as a surprise.

“It was literally a gut punch,” said Maj. Philip
Brown of the 179th.

Springfield also was marked for realignment,
with its pilot school, fighter jets and 291 direct
and 149 indirect jobs leaving. Its firefighters will
head to Columbus.

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base lost some
missions, but overall gained or retained 5,900
direct jobs from the commission’s
recommendations.

The 180th Fighter Wing also is set to expand
and receive more jets, but the fate of other units
left Toledo base commander Col. Tom Schart
with mixed feelings.

“We have very reserved feelings because our
brethren in the state didn’t come out too well,”
he said.

Then BRAC commissioners made Mansfield an
“enclave,” meaning the planes will leave but
most jobs will remain in search of a new
mission.

U.S. Rep. Michael Oxley, whose district
includes the Mansfield base, said he was
disappointed the commission didn’t totally
reverse the closure recommendation.

“It’s also an opportunity,” said Oxley, who
wants to see a private shipping business at the
airport.

The decision leaves the base wondering what it
will do and with how many people, especially if
it doesn’t receive a flying mission.

2

“There are too many variables at this point,
Brown said.

Springfield remains in a similar position.

The 178th Fighter Wing has pursued an
intelligence mission, which Lohnes has said
could grow to about 600 jobs. But he hasn’t
received authorization yet.

The National Guard Bureau and Air Force
leaders are seeking missions for both bases.

The 5,000 Air guardsmen in Ohio will have
jobs, even if the missions are different, said Maj.
Gen. Harry Feucht, assistant Ohio adjutant
general for air.

“We are the No. 1 priority for the Air National
Guard to maintain our strength,” he said.

Missions have evolved over time, Feucht said,
and the Guard will continue to change.

The planes now have different capabilities than
when he joined.
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Historically, the Air Force has wanted to merge
with the Air Guard, Larson said, and take their
planes.

“There has been periodic and continuous efforts
on the part of the Air Force to get rid of the Air
National Guard,” he said.

Different questions, answers

The Ohio bases spent about two years preparing
for BRAC, answering questionnaires the Air
Force dubbed data calls.

The forms asked for base details, ranging from
the length of runways to the size of hangars.

Some questions didn’t fit Air Guard operations.
Rather the criteria lent itself to how the Air
Force works, Feucht said.

He pointed to a question about room for
expansion.

Air Guard units often lease the land they need
from municipal airports. Cities often have open
room available for future expansion.

The data calls asked how much land they had in
hand. That didn’t allow for answers explaining
the additional lease options.

Yet Air Force bases often own land, Feucht said,
and have several unused acres on their property.

When ranked, many bases in the bottom third
were National Guard, Feucht said, and many in
the top 50 were Air Force.

“The questions were just different and they had
to be answered different because we are
different from the Air Force,” Feucht said.

Response
The Ohio units often work together. The

Mansfield wing can transport Toledo’s pilots,
some of whom have trained in Springfield.

The Toledo pilots in Springfield like that they
don’t have to uproot their families for training
and can commute home on the weekends.

A few Springfield pilots aided Toledo on their
mission abroad.

“They are a great resource,” Schart said.

Toledo and Columbus, the 121st Refueling
Wing, also work together.

At one time, the Toledo, Springfield and
Columbus units also flew the same type of
planes and worked on the same mission.

“There’s a symbiosis that goes on,” Brown said.

With that, he said the airlift planes need to
remain in Ohio.

The governor or adjutant general won’t have the
ability to transport troops or supplies in the case
of an emergencies, Brown said, without asking
other states or the Air Force.

The Mansfield wing has flown nearly 40
missions in response to Hurricane Katrina.

Without the airlift, that rapid response could be
jeopardized.

“If you don’t get those supplies down to those
people as quickly as we did, it’s ultimately life
and death,” Brown said.

The firefighters from Springfield also are slated
to head to Rickenbacker Air National Guard
Base in Columbus.

That hurts their ability to respond to major fires
in Springfield, Hobson said, as they recently did
with a tanker fire on Interstate 70.

“Our ability to respond to disasters around the
country rapidly and in Ohio will be lessened,” he
said.

The Ohio Guard is one of the best organizations
around the world, Hobson said.

BRAC Commission Early Bird - 15

Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.



DCN 12550

On Friday, U.S. Sen. Barack Obama, D-III.,
became the latest member of the Quad-City
congressional delegation to say he opposes the
recommendations of the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission, or BRAC.

Obama said he supports the goal of the base
closing process. But in a statement, he said the
commission’s “haphazard process” and its
decision to downsize the Rock Island Arsenal
played a part in his decision.

“I cannot support the Commission’s
recommendations. I will oppose the
recommendations if they come to a vote,” the
statement said.

Obama joins U.S. Sens. Dick Durbin, D-IIL.,
Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, and Tom Harkin, D-
Iowa, in saying they oppose the commission’s
report.

U.S. Rep. Jim Nussle, R-Iowa, is the only one of
the delegation not to say how he would vote.
U.S. Rep. Lane Evans, D-Il1., announced almost
immediately after the decision that he would
oppose the plan.

The commission voted to support Defense
Department recommendations that would move
three white-collar commands off the island,
including the Defense Finance and Accounting
Service, Tank-automotive and Armaments

Command and the northwest regional office of
the Installation Management Agency.

The panel voted to transfer some work to the
Joint Manufacturing and Technology Center, as
well as take some away. It also chose to move
the headquarters of the 1st U.S. Army to Arsenal
Island.

The net loss of jobs amounts to 1,060, according
to the Quad-City Development Group.

President Bush sent the commission’s report to
Congress on Sept. 15. A measure to kill the plan
in the House is expected to come up soon,
possibly next week. If the House votes to kill the
plan, it would go to the Senate, and the Quad-
Cities’ four senators sent a letter to the

leadership Thursday urging a vote if that
happens.

Most analysts believe the commission plan will
survive. Congress never has rejected a
commission’s recommendations. Still, Harkin
told reporters Thursday he isn’t so sure the plan
will sail through. “This thing could go down,”
he said, adding he has detected some
disenchantment over the plan in the Senate.

If the BRAC plan does survive, Harkin said he
will continue to try to reverse the Arsenal
recommendations through his position on an
Appropriations Committee that oversees defense
spending. Many of the changes are expected to
take several years to implement.

Opinions/ Editorials

Farewell, Fort Monroe

Newport News (Newport New, VA)
Nancy S. Petrine

October 1, 2005

In the article, ""You just salute and move on'
from Fort Monroe," Aug. 25, Jim Peach
certainly had it right when he said state and local
politicians did not do enough to keep Fort
Monroe open.

Even before Department of Defense
recommendations were published, the politicos
were speaking about the wonderful economic
benefits that would derive from the development
of Fort Monroe's attractive land. Anyone who
thinks this is about saving money is delusional.
A major office for Training and Doctrine
Command (TRADOC) and homes for no less
than 12 general officers on the James River must
be built at Fort Eustis. Nothing is as certain as
death, taxes and the joint moneyed interests of
politicians and developers.

The Base Closure and Realignment Commission
took the public's attention away from Fort
Monroe and generated interest in opposing the
closing of Oceana Naval Air Station. However,
the BRAC was certainly not going to say that
Oceana was closed (although it did de facto
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every day and ask them to protect that force and
use it to defend and protect our country.

I cannot support a process that then allows nine
non-elected people who are politically appointed
to tell those military leaders they are wrong and
what they must do with their facilities.

The BRAC round completed in 2005 was
untimely, overly political and marketed with
misleading figures. This BRAC round, in
retrospect, may cause us to make irrevocable
mistakes when more thorough analyses such as
the Overseas Basing Commission Report and the
QDR are taken into account.

While it is tempting for a member of Congress
who has gained much in the way of military
personnel allocations through the BRAC process
to ignore its faults, it is my hope for the nation
that we will never use this process again in the
future.

Forbes represents the 4th District, which
includes Suffolk and part of Isle of Wight
County, in Congress.

The Guard is not a political asset
Charleston Daily Mail (Charleston, WV)
September 30, 2005

It is wrong for Gov. Joe Manchin to put the
130th at Byrd's disposal

THE venerable Sen. Robert Byrd is running for
re-election. He has a powerful arsenal of assets
at his disposal as he seeks a ninth term in the
U.S. Senate.

The 130th Airlift Wing based at Yeager Airport
is not one of those assets.

The C-130s whose presence Sen. Byrd is
rightfully credited with helping to preserve in
Charleston do not belong to the senator.

The West Virginia Air National Guard exists to
serve West-Virginians. It may not be turned into
any politician's personal air force, and it may not
be used as an asset in a political campaign.

Yet that is what the state's Democratic machine
is doing. It is outlandishly wrong, and
revealingly so.

As the Daily Mail's Kris Wise reported, Maj.
Gen. Allen Tackett, the state's adjutant general,
put a C-130 at Byrd's disposal in June, flying the
senator from a base closure briefing in
Charleston to Wheeling.

Byrd was keynote speaker at the dedication of
the new Wheeling Federal Building. He also had
a fund-raising dinner in Wheeling that evening.

Byrd's campaign manager, Ned Rose, also took
that flight, paid for at the taxpayers' expense.

This is way out of line. It's a misuse of the
Guard. But there is every indication it will
continue.

Tackett, in uniform, joined Byrd on the platform
when he announced his re-election campaign,
and vowed publicly that he "will do anything
necessary to support him" in next year's election.

Again, wrong. But it gets worse.

The senator also sent a taxpaid postcard to
270,000 residents in 10 counties of West
Virginia where members of the 130th live and
work.

The postcard features Tackett lauding Sen. Byrd
for his role in saving the 130th from the Base
Realignment and Closure Commission.

Tackett said he did it to send a message to the
thousands of National Guard members.

The adjutant general said he talked with
Democratic Gov. Joe Manchin about the
ramifications of taking an active role in Byrd's
campaign. The governor apparently approved.

Tackett is out of line to use his power over the
Guard members who report to him to support

Byrd's campaign. The governor was out of line
to approve it. Byrd was out of line to accept it.
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But that will not be the case this time, at least if
federal officials have their way, according to
Arny, who is responsible for the Navy's
installations and facilities.

We think this is ridiculous. So does U.S. Sen.
Olympia J. Snowe, who plans to introduce
legislation that would remove the requirement
that the Brunswick air station, the last active-
duty airfield in New England, be sold.

A spokesman for Snowe said the Republican
senator's proposal would give Brunswick or the
state the option of taking ownership of the
facility for free.

We applaud Snowe's efforts and hope that
Republican Sen. Susan M. Collins and Reps.
Thomas H. Allen, D-1st District, and Michael H.
Michaud, D-2nd District, are also pressing to
have the air station be made available at no cost.

Arny's announcement came as a surprise to
many in Brunswick, Augusta and around the
state, who expected that Maine would get the
sprawling base for free if it closes -- likely to be
between 2009 and 2011.

But now Arny has made clear that the Navy does
not want to give it away. Instead, he said his
goal is to have a buyer or buyers lined up by the
time the base shuts down, presuming that
happens.

"Why should we wait 10 or 15 years to transfer
ownership of the base?" Arny said. "Our goal is
when the last sailor leaves Brunswick, we'll be
able to hand the keys over to the new owner."

We like the idea of handing over the keys. But
those keys should be going to the host
community or the state, as was done when the
Defense Department closed Pease Air Force
Base in Portsmouth, N.H., in 1991 and Loring
Air Force Base in Limestone in 1994.

Much of the land at Pease and Loring has been -
- or is being -- developed to create business and
industrial parks that have attracted private

employers, including some from the aviation
industry.

The federal government should encourage the
same sort of enterprise and job creation in
Brunswick. But to do that, it would have to give
-- not sell -- the air station to the town or the
state.

It is not yet certain that Brunswick Naval Air
Station will close. It becomes official if
Congress does not overturn the Base
Realignment and Closure Commission's
recommendation by Oct. 30 -- 45 days after
President Bush approved the list.

If Congress accepts the list, operations at
Brunswick would cease. The state, meanwhile,
would lose one of its largest employers (4,863
military and civilian personnel), which
contributes more than $187 million to the annual
economy -- including $115 million in salaries.

Those would be blows for Maine that would
only be worsened if the federal government tries
to make some quick money by putting the air
base on the block.

Additional Notes
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Closing Of Base Schools Opposed

Local News Articles
Governor Still Optimistic On Oceana
(Richmond, VA)

Group to consider missions for Cannon

(Clovis, NM)

Newspaper: Wrong info about Cecil Field
crash zones given to BRAC (Jacksonville,

FL)

BRAC Closure Recommendations In

Virginia to Have No Rating Effects; New
Jobs Possible

Rell vows to continue BRAC efforts
(Norwich, CT)

Warner raises doubts about Cecil Field as
Oceana fallback (Virginia Beach, VA)

Opinions/ Editorials
Ellsworth missions need to be more vital to
defense (Aberdeen, SD)

Department of Defense Releases
N/A

National News Articles

Closing Of Base Schools Opposed

GOP plan was offered as cost-cutting effort to
fund Katrina relief

Richmond Times-Dispatch

James W. Crawley

October 3, 2005

WASHINGTON -- It must have seemed like a
good idea at the time: Close dozens of schools
on military bases, save hundreds of millions of
dollars and spend the money on Hurricane
Katrina relief.

But the cost-cutting plan earned a big, fat "F"
from members of Congress and local school
officials.

The Republican Study Committee, a coalition of
conservative GOP congressmen, last week
proposed closing stateside base schools and
transferring the children to local schools as a
way to save $788 million over 10 years to help
pay Hurricane Katrina relief costs.

The stateside dependent schools enroll about
27,000 students at 64 schools in seven states and

Puerto Rico.

The dependent schools are in Virginia, North

ddditional Notes Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama,
N/A Kentucky and New York.
BRAC Commission Early Bird . 1
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"We're all going to need to step up," the
governor told Hampton Roads business and
political leaders at a luncheon meeting.

Warner said Virginia officials were still deep in
the process of gathering information on the
potential cost of clearing Oceana's primary crash
zones of thousands of homes and businesses, as
the independent base-closing commission has
demanded in exchange for not moving the jets to
Cecil Field near Jacksonville, Fla.

The governor said Virginia officials should have
enough facts by mid-November to make
financial decisions about Oceana.

Warner reiterated that he is prepared to earmark
state money to help Virginia Beach buy homes
and businesses near Oceana's runways. But he
said leaders of other cities in Hampton Roads
should recognize that the loss of Oceana's 200
jets and roughly 12,000 jobs would reverberate
through the region and could be the first step in
a "steady erosion" of military facilities and jobs
from Hampton Roads.

If Florida succeeds in its aggressive bid to
acquire Oceana's jets, Warner said, that state
will next seek one or possibly two of the five
nuclear-powered aircraft carriers now based at
Naval Station Norfolk. Each carrier is a floating
city of more than 5,000 sailors.

Beyond that, the governor said, Virginia could
eventually lose such facilities as the U.S. Joint
Forces Command in Suffolk, which has brought
a boom in economic development to the
northern part of that city.

Not all local officials agree the loss of the jets
would lead to more losses of military jobs and
bases - one Virginia Beach official called
Warner's warnings "the Chicken Little scenario."
But few would disagree that the impact of losing
the jets would be regional, particularly if the
Navy retains the 8,000-acre air base but sharply
reduces its use.

The cities of Hampton Roads are better known
for intramural squabbling and competition than
for regional cooperation. Warner said saving

Oceana's jets could be the issue that finally
brings them together.

After the governor's remarks, Norfolk Mayor
Paul Fraim said in an interview, "I think if
there's a price to pay [to keep jets at Oceana],
we're all going to have to pay it."

Warner said events unfolding outside Virginia
may help the state's campaign. He said reports
from Florida suggest that, contrary to what
Florida officials told the base-closing
commission, the potential crash zones at Cecil
Field in Jacksonville may contain hundreds of
homes that would have to be moved.

And the spiraling costs of the war in Iraq and the
cleanup from Hurricane Katrina may strengthen
Virginia's argument that moving the jets to
Florida would be prohibitively expensive, he
said.

"There are a lot more chapters of this story to
play out," Warner said.

In August, the base-closing commission gave
Virginia Beach until the end of March to decide
whether to agree to clear Oceana's crash zones
of homes and businesses, with an investment of
at least $15 million per year, or to allow the jets
to depart for Florida.

A recent study by the city concluded that the
crash zones contained roughly 3,400 homes,
many of which were built before Oceana became
a major jet base and expanded its crash zones.
Crash zones are the swaths of land near the ends
of runways where accidents are most likely to
happen.

The study estimated the potential cost of
acquiring those homes at roughly $400,000. It
did not take into account the potential political
cost of displacing thousands of city residents,
many of whom have said they do not wish to
leave.

One of the key issues for the region and state is
whether spending millions of dollars to clear the
crash zones would keep the jets at Oceana for
longer than several years. Members of the base-
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"We represented the facts as best we knew them
at the time," Peyton said.

A correct map of crash zones was scheduled to
be given to the commission on Tuesday, said
Susie Wiles, a spokeswoman for the mayor's
office.

Peyton and Gov. Jeb Bush have lobbied
lawmakers about the possibility of reopening the
base, which closed in 1999, and offered $200
million to relocate businesses at Cecil, plus
another $100 million for housing.

The BRAC panel voted to reopen Cecil Field if
Virginia and the Navy fail to take steps to curb
encroachment by homes and business that has
caused safety problems at Oceana Naval Air
Station, Va.

President Bush approved the commission's final
report, which is awaiting Congress' vote.

Some residents are opposed to reopening Cecil
Field and are angry they were not asked before
state and city officials lobbied for its return.

BRAC Closure Recommendations In
Virginia to Have No Rating Effects; New
Jobs Possible

PR Newswire US

October 3, 2005

WASHINGTON, Oct. 3 /PRNewswire/ --
Standard & Poor's Ratings Services said today
that, despite recommendations by the Defense
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
(BRAC) to close nearly two dozen major bases
in Virginia and restructure more than 30, local
governments in the commonwealth are not
expected to be affected negatively from a rating
standpoint.

"Although the BRAC plan includes the closing
of many bases, including the Oceana Naval Air
Station, a leading area employer, taxpayers are
expected to save about $15 billion over the next
20 years as a result of the moves," said Standard
& Poor's credit analyst Kenneth Gear. "In

addition, preliminary estimates show that
Virginia will be a net gainer of direct jobs,
assuming that the planned closers and
redeployments hold, with more than 100,000
jobs moving in, out, or between installations in
the commonwealth."

While Virginia has a diverse economy, it
depends on a sizable military presence as an
important job provider and stabilizing factor for
its economy. According to Economy.com, the
federal/military sector currently accounts for
152,229 jobs in the commonwealth, which is the
home to about 49 military installations.
Government sector employment comprises
18.1% of employment in the commonwealth
compared with 16.4% for the nation. With this
concentration, Virginia was at a comparatively
higher risk of losing jobs during this recent
round of BRAC announcements.

"We will continue to monitor the exact effects
the recommendations have on local jurisdictions,
as the time for the actual closures is typically
five years out, giving municipalities time to
react and identify alternate uses for the closed
bases," said Mr. Gear. "In some cases, as seen
following previous BRAC actions, the base
closings have created increased economic
activity by freeing up strategically located land
held by the bases."

This will likely be the case in Arlington County
(AAA") and Alexandria ('AAA"), two mature
communities where the freeing up of leased
space will most likely lead to the redevelopment
of privately owned property for potentially more
lucrative commercial and residential uses.

The most significant effects of the BRAC
actions include the loss of 3,330 jobs due to the
closure of Fort Monroe in the city of Hampton
('AA’) and the net loss of 20,000 direct jobs in
leased space in Arlington County and
Alexandria. On the flip side, a net gain of 11,000
direct jobs is expected at Fort Belvoir, including
a new Army hospital; a net gain of more than
7,000 direct jobs at Fort Lee in central Virginia;
and a net gain of more than 1,000 direct jobs at .
Fort Eustis at the northern tip of Newport News
('AA"), which is only minutes from
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closed in 1999 when the F/A-18 Homets moved
to Oceana.

"We're going to make sure we share that with
the Navy," Warner told reporters of the reported
Cecil encroachment. "It's remarkable to me that
the BRAC commission didn't do more due
diligence."

In August, the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission conditionally approved Oceana's
status as the Navy's East Coast master jet base,
provided it reversed development circling the
base.

To achieve this, the city would have to acquire
all of the property in the most accident-prone
zones around the base--some 3,000 homes,
worth upward of $400 million, as well as
businesses and churches.

Warner did not specify the source of the
forthcoming report on Cecil Field, but he said
the Florida air base did not receive the same
level of scrutiny as Oceana.

Of Florida officials, he said, "They did a slick
promotional job."

Warner encouraged regional cooperation to save
Oceana, calling it an important asset for the
region and the state. He said the state will
contribute financially to the effort and called on
Virginia Beach's neighboring localities to chip in
as well.

"There's a price to pay, and we're all going to
have to pay it," Norfolk Mayor Paul Fraim said
after Warner's speech.

Warner also urged community leaders to be
patient while a 16-member panel he appointed to
plan Virginia's response does its work. Officials
also are awaiting results of a study on the
economic impact of the BRAC action.

"We want to do everything we can to protect our
citizens while also protecting a large employer,"
said Virginia Beach Mayor Meyera Oberndorf.

Oceana is the Virginia Beach's largest employer,
with nearly 12,000 military and civilian
persomnel. The federal commission didn't order
Oceana closed if the jets are moved, but the city
hasn't determined yet exactly how many jobs
would be lost.

President Bush endorsed the commission's
report and it will become final unless Congress

rejects it.

Opinions/ Editorials

Ellsworth missions need to be more vital
to defense

Aberdeen American News (Aberdeen, SD)
October 3, 2005

Unmanned aerial vehicles. Aircraft with lasers to
destroy missiles and satellites. Space-based
weapons systems.

Those are some of the ideas for new missions
that could make Ellsworth Air Force Base more
vital to our nation's defense mission.

"We want to do everything we can to make
Ellsworth a multi-mission base to BRAC-proof
it for future rounds," said Republican Sen. John
Thune,

Ellsworth was spared in the recent round of
closings determined by the federal Base
Realignment and Closure Commission, and the
commission has suggested that no new closings
be contemplated for some years down the road.

But the Defense Department has sought to close
Ellsworth before, and it could again. So our
congressional delegation is seeking to add
missions - to the primary one of housing about
half our nation's B1-B bomber fleet - to make
Ellsworth more important, more vital, more
BRAC-proof.

Whatever it takes. Ellsworth is too important to
South Dakota, and if our congressional
delegation can add missions to it, to insulate it
from future closing proposals, we'll take those.
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Department of Defense Releases
N/A

National News Articles

Wicker says Congress won't reject base
closure plan

The Associated Press State & Local Wire
October 4, 2005

A Mississippi congressman has predicted that
Congress won't reject the base closure plan
submitted by President Bush.

Any attempt to derail the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission's proposal must pass
Congress by mid-November.

"That is a tremendous hurdle to clear and
something that has not been done in any
previous BRAC round. I do not expect it to
happen this year either," said U.S. Rep. Roger
Wicker, R-Miss.

Columbus Air Force Base is the only major
Mississippi military installation to gain from the
BRAC plan. CAFB would get about 107 more
employees and 30 planes. It had about 3,100
employees and 200 planes assigned there in
2003, according to base statistics.

Naval Station Pascagoula on the Mississippi
Gulf Coast would be closed - the state's largest
facility falling victim to BRAC. The Mississippi
Air National Guard's 186th Air Refueling Wing
in Meridian will lose nine mid-air refueling KC-
135R Stratotankers.
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The recommendations become law unless
Congress passes a joint resolution of disapproval
within 45 days of receiving the report. The
House Armed Services Committee this past
week rejected a proposal to block the plan.

However, any congressman can force the full
House to consider the resolution to disapprove
the plan. The committee-rejected proposal has
been forwarded to the House floor.

Bush pushed Congress in 2001 to authorize the
process for closing or downsizing U.S. military
bases and consolidating them into fewer but
bigger bases like CAFB. The base is part of
realignments being made for undergraduate
flight-training programs.

Wicker, whose district includes CAFB, had
opposed the base closing process.

"I have never been a fan of the BRAC process
because of the impact it has on communities
with military installations, and I question how
much money has been saved over the years,"
Wicker told the Columbus Commercial
Dispatch.

Congress has not vetoed the four previous
BRAC recommendations in 1988, 1991, 1993
and 1995,

Local News Articles

Florida Airfield Claims Doubted
Report: Site would have same type of flaws
that panel found for Oceana

Richmond Times-Dispatch (Richmond, VA)
Bill Geroux

October 5, 2005

VIRGINIA BEACH -- Virginia officials trying
to stop jets and jobs at Oceana Naval Air Station
from being moved to Florida found
encouragement in a news report yesterday. It
said the Florida airfield would suffer from the
same problems of suburban encroachment that
have placed Oceana in jeopardy.

BRAC Commission Early Bird

The Florida Times-Union of Jacksonville
reported that, contrary to what Florida officials
told the independent base-closing commission in
August, as many as 925 homes are in the crash
zones near the runways at Jacksonville's Cecil
Field, which the Navy closed in 1999.

Florida and Jacksonville officials had touted an
absence of homes in Cecil Field's crash zones as
part of their bid to acquire the jets from Oceana,
whose primary crash zones contain roughly
3,400 homes.

The base-closure commission has given Virginia
Beach until late March to decide whether to
clear Oceana's crash zones of homes and
businesses -- a divisive task that could cost $400
million -- or lose the 200 jets and 12,000 jobs to
Cecil Field.

The Times-Union reported that some of the
homes near Cecil Field's runways predate the
base's closure six years ago, while others were
built after the closure loosened land-use
restrictions in the area. The newspaper quoted
Florida officials as saying they gave the base-
closure commission the best data available at the
time.

For weeks, Virginia officials have complained
the commission failed to examine Florida's
claims as closely as it examined Oceana.

"It's remarkable the commission didn't do more
due diligence," Virginia Gov. Mark R. Warner
told reporters during a visit to Hampton Roads
this week. The governor said Virginia officials
would be sure to point out the newspaper report
to the Navy.

How the report might affect the struggle
between the states for the jets was unclear
yesterday.

Robert Matthias, a lobbyist for Virginia Beach,
said yesterday that Virginia officials told the
base-closure commission in August that Cecil
Field's crash zones contained numerous homes,
although firm numbers were not available. "The
commission seemed to basically ignore our
argument,” Matthias said.
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The commission has no appeals process, so its
ultimatum to Virginia Beach on Oceana
apparently will stand, Matthias said. But he said
the Navy certainly will consider the homes in
Cecil Field's crash zones as part of its own study
of where is the best long-term location for the
jets.

Virginia Beach is eagerly awaiting the results of
that study, due in mid-November, because the
city is reluctant to spend millions of dollars
clearing out Oceana's crash zones if the Navy
might move the jets in a few years anyway.
Many of the Virginia Beach homes predate the
establishment of Oceana as a Navy airfield.

Matthias said he expects the Navy to find still
more holes in the arguments Florida made to the
base-closing commission.

"That's all good from our perspective," he said.
"The more warts on Cecil Field that Florida self-
discovers or that we point out, the better for
Oceana."

At least six more C-130s headed to Little
Rock Air Force Base

The Associated Press State & Local Wire (Little
Rock, AR)

October 5, 2005

At least six C-130 cargo aircraft are to be sent to
the Little Rock Air Force Base as part of a
military-wide realignment plan, U.S. Sen.
Blanche Lincoln's office has said.

An original proposal by the U.S. Department of
Defense had the Little Rock base receiving
dozens of C-130s, but the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission altered the plan leaving the
base unsure of its final number.

Arkansas' congressional delegation received
word Monday that at least six cargo aircraft
would be sent to Jacksonville. Five will be
active dut and one will be assigned to the
Arkansas Air National Guard, according to U.S.
Air Force information received by Lincoln's
office.

Officials do not know what C-130 models will
be sent, but they did say that others could be sent
as well.

Report: Officials failed to report crash
zones at Cecil Field ,
The Associated Press State & Local Wire
(Jacksonville, FL)

October 4, 2005

City officials incorrectly reported to a federal
commission the number of homes located in
crash zones near Cecil Field, a former naval air
station state lawmakers have lobbied to reopen,
according to a news report Tuesday.

City planners in Mayor John Peyton's office
originally said in a report to the Base
Realignment and Closure Commission that no
one lived in the crash zones around Cecil Field.

But after a review of property records by the
Florida Times-Union in Jacksonville, city
officials said that up to 925 homes sit in the
zones, the newspaper reported.

City planners also failed to report weakened
restrictions for development around Cecil Field
after its 1999 closure, and that larger crash and
noise zones the Navy recommended in 2000
have not been adopted, officials said.

A spokeswoman for the BRAC panel said no
one was available Monday to address the city's
inaccuracies.

"We represented the facts as best we knew them
at the time," Peyton said.

A correct map of crash zones was scheduled to
be given to the commission on Tuesday, said
Susie Wiles, a spokeswoman for the mayor's
office.

Peyton and Gov. Jeb Bush have lobbied
lawmakers about the possibility of reopening the
base, which closed in 1999, and offered $200
million to relocate businesses at Cecil, plus $100
million for housing.
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The BRAC panel voted to reopen Cecil Field if
Virginia Beach, Va., and the Navy fail to take
steps to curb encroachment by homes and
business that has caused safety problems at
Oceana Naval Air Station.

Monday, Virginia's Gov. Mark R. Warner
questioned the prospect of moving jets from
Oceana to Cecil Field, citing the expected
disclosure about the Florida base.

"We're going to make sure we share that with
the Navy," Warner told reporters. "It's
remarkable to me that the BRAC commission
didn't do more due diligence."”

President Bush approved the commission's final
report, which is awaiting Congress' vote.

Some residents are opposed to reopening Cecil
Field and are angry they were not asked before
state and city officials lobbied for its return.

Base closing report would allow 118th
airmen to stay in Tennessee

The Associated Press State & Local Wire
(Nashville, TN)

Beth Rucker

October 4, 2005

The Nashville-based 118th Airlift Wing of the
Tennessee Air National Guard may not lose an
estimated 700 personnel in the federal base-

relocation process as was previously expected.

The final recommendation of the independent
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
says state officials may decide to reassign 118th
personnel to "a mission relevant to the security
interests of the state of Tennessee."

President Bush on Sept. 15 sent the report to
Congress, where it will become law after 45
legislative days unless the House and Senate
pass a joint resolution rejecting it.

Representatives from both the Tennessee
Military Department and Gov. Phil Bredesen's
office declined comment specifically on the
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change because the recommendations have not
yet become law.

In the original recommendations made in May,
the Pentagon suggested distributing the 118th
Airlift Wing's eight C-130H aircraft and moving
personnel that support aircraft operations to
facilities in Illinois and Kentucky. The Pentagon
also recommended moving the unit's medical
squadron to Texas.

As the recommendation stands now, the planes
would still relocate, but aren't supposed to move
for at least five years, according to the state
military department.

"The Governor remains commited to
maintaining the 118th Airlift Wing and
preserving its ability to protect the citizens of
Tennessee," said Lydia Lenker, a spokeswoman
for Gov. Phil Bredesen.

The 118th Airlift Wing's medical squadron
recently aided in the evacuation of medical
patients from the Gulf Coast region in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina. The governor has said the
unit is vital to quick disaster response in
Tennessee.

Bredesen challenged the relocation of the 118th
in a lawsuit filed by the state which contends it's
against the law for an Air National Guard unit to
be relocated or withdrawn from a state without
consent or approval from the governor, who acts
as commander in chief of the state's Guard
forces.

The state also filed a preliminary injunction
which would have prevented the move of the
118th without a judicial opinion. U.S. District
Judge Robert Echols granted the injunction Sept.
7, but the 6th U.S. Circuit of Appeals overturned
his ruling a day later.

Lenker said the lawsuit itself has not been
dismissed, unlike similar lawsuits filed in
several other states, including Illinois, Missouri,
Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
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"The state plans to continue to pursue the
lawsuit vigorously, and is currently studying the
best way to go forward."

Gov. Warner describes grim future
without base

The Virginian-Pilot (Hampton Roads, VA)
Battinto Batts

October 4, 2005

VIRGINIA BEACH — So far, Gov. Mark R.
Warner has not disclosed his career plans once
his term ends in January. But if a run for the
White House doesn’t appeal , maybe he could
become a family counselor.

Warner held his second session in less than a
month Monday with local political and business
leaders, imploring them to work together to keep
the jets at Oceana Naval Air Station.

Now isn’t the time for the finger-pointing that
has largely characterized the relationships
between the region’s civic leaders over the
years, the governor said at a luncheon at the
Holiday Inn Executive Center about Oceana’s
fate.

“There will be plenty of time for that later,”
Warner said.

But that must not get in the way of addressing
the potential crisis at hand, he said. If the jets are
moved to Cecil Field in Jacksonville, Fla., it
could bring about a mass exodus of military
presence from Hampton Roads, Warner said.

The governor forecast a string of events that
amount to an economic doomsday scenario for
the area. While no one else is making the
argument, Warner suggested that once the jets
are gone, one could argue that the aircraft
carriers based in Norfolk should go too. After
those two body blows leave the area with a
watered-down military presence, the Joint
Forces Command also would be vulnerable to
relocation.

This perfect storm of military realignment would
drain the area of thousands of jobs and derail its
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progréss toward becoming a hub for modeling
and simulation, he predicted.

“If you think this is just about the jets, then I
have some swamp land down South to sell you,’
he said. “This is not just a Virginia Beach issue,
but one that affects the whole region.”

2

Beyond fighting for the jets, Wamer said the
area needs to work with state and federal elected
leaders to push for more clarity on what would
become of Oceana if the jets were to leave.
Warner questioned whether the property would
be turned over to the city or whether the Navy
would keep a presence there . The latter could
possibly hinder prospects for redeveloping the
property, he said.

“We from the state are prepared to be your
partners,” Warner said. “I believe we can come
out of this stronger and better prepared for the
future.”

Before and after his remarks, Warner sat
between Virginia Beach Mayor Meyera E.
Oberndorf and Norfolk Mayor Paul D. Fraim.
The duo represent the two cities that would bear
the most direct impact of Warner’s scenario.

“We have to be prepared to make the case that
the nation’s defense is best served by having the
carriers here in Norfolk,” Fraim said.

Oberndorf said she is hopeful that the region’s
localities can mount a collective fight for the
military, citing recent examples of such
cooperation. “I’ve seen more cooperation over
the last 10 years than ever,” she said. “I see us
stepping forward.”

Cecil opponents demonstrate jet noise
Jacksonville Business Journal (Jacksonville, FL)
October 4, 2005

Opponents of the Navy's return to Cecil Field
showed just how much noise is created by an F-
18 jet during a demonstration outside City Hall.

The Better Westside Project Inc. planned the
demonstration for 2 p.m. Tuesday to coincide
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with the meeting of the City Council's military
affairs committee, which was considering a
proposal to spend $50 million to cover the costs
of bringing the Navy back to Cecil Field.

The organizers, who secured a permit for the
demonstration, set up speakers on Hemming
Plaza near the Skyway and played recordings of
the jets at their actual sound level of 117
decibels. The sound was played intermittently
for about 25 minutes.

People at the meeting said the noise was
detectable inside City Hall during the meeting,
but not disruptive.

The reopening of Cecil Field as a Navy jet base
would only happen if the Base Realignment and

Closure Commission decides to relocate the East

Coast master jet base from Oceana, Va.

Members of the citizen's group staging the
demonstration also planned to attend the

committee meeting to express their opposition to

returning Cecil Field to the Navy.

"If this noise makes it hard for them to conduct
their meeting today, imagine what it will do to
our children trying to sleep at night," said
Michael Griffin, president of The Better
Westside Project.

Opinions/ Editorials

Ignoring the needs of city residents
Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, MD)
Richard Chambers

October 4, 2005

I was shocked to see the attention state officials
are giving to the 20,000 or 30,000 not-yet-
present people who might move to Maryland
because of the military base realignment
(20,000 more Md. jobs forecast," Oct. 1). It
seems that new roads, new schools and even a

$2 billion Washington-area Metro line are in the

works.

What about the infrastructure needs of the more
than 1 million people who live in and around
Baltimore?

Does anyone in state government realize that
every day about 40,000 people ride the
Baltimore Metro subway and another 200,000
people are packed onto area buses?

Why not build another subway line or increase
bus service for them? And what about the
thousands of children in Baltimore's crumbling
public schools?

Before the governor gets too excited about all
the new white-collar jobs coming to town, he
needs to fix the blue-collar infrastructure
problems that already exist.

Additional Notes
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Reserve unit being disbanded, facility
closing

The Associated Press State & Local Wire (Rock
Hill, SC)

October 5, 2005

The Army Reserve quartermaster unit that
included soldiers who refused orders in Iraq last
year has been disbanded, and the facility that
housed it is being closed under a base
realignment plan.

The name of the 343rd Quartermaster Company
is being changed to the 371st Chemical
Company and it is moving to Greenwood,
Reserve officials said.

The closure of the 41-year-old base, which will
result in the loss of six jobs, has been approved
by the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission, but many South Carolina elected
officials said they did not know about it.

The moves have nothing to do with the
disciplining of a small number of soldiers for
refusing orders to drive a fuel convoy in Iraq in
2004, said Maj. William Ritter, spokesman for
the Army Reserve 81st Regional Readiness
Command in Birmingham, Ala.

About 20 of the 79 soldiers assigned to the
343rd Quartermaster Company will remain in
Rock Hill as part of a detachment for the
Greenwood headquarters of the 371st Chemical
Company, officials said. If Congress approves
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the base realignment plan including the closure
of the Rock Hill base, then those soldiers would
be assigned to Greenwood or Wilmington, N.C.
The remaining soldiers would be given the
opportunity to transfer or retrain for another
unit.

The unit caused an international stir last year
when several soldiers refused to transport fuel to
Taji, north of Baghdad. Some soldiers said the
fuel was tainted and that the trucks lacked armor
and maintenance. Another unit from the
company was assigned to the fuel convoy the
same day. At least five soldiers received
reductions in rank, lost pay and were ordered to
perform additional duties.

The Rock Hill base could close as early as 2007.

The center was listed under North Carolina in a
Defense Department list of proposed closures. It
was not mentioned in a list of closing sites in
South Carolina.

"I know of no one in the state who knew this
center was on the table," state Comptroller
General Richard Eckstrom told The (Rock Hill)
Herald for a story Wednesday.

Officials were looking into why the center was
listed under the wrong state, said Audrey Jones,
a spokesman for the realignment commission.
The Defense Department recommended closing
the Rock Hill center to save money on personnel
and maintenance, according to a report.

Army Reserve Center in Rock Hill to
close

The Herald (Rock Hill, SC)

Andrew Dys

October 5, 2005

The Rock Hill Army Reserve Center on Cherry
Road, home to a quartermaster unit that created
an international uproar a year ago when some of
its soldiers refused orders in Iraq, will close
under a federal plan to consolidate military
bases.

In a separate move, the unit at the center of the
controversy - the 343rd Quartermaster Company
- ceased to exist as of Saturday, Army reserve
officials said. The unit has changed its name and
been assigned to Greenwood.

The closing of the building and the demise of the
343rd moniker had nothing to do with the
disciplining of a small number of soldiers for
refusing orders in October 2004, said Maj.
William Ritter, spokesman for the Army
Reserve 81st Regional Readiness Command in
Birmingham, Ala.

About six jobs will be lost when the 41-year-old
reserve center closes, Ritter said.

Building closure a surprise

It appears that few - if any - of the state's top
elected officials knew of the building closure
because the center was listed under North
Carolina in a Department of Defense closure
plan. The center could close as early as 2007,
military officials said Tuesday.

The closure plan, done by the Defense Base
Closure and Realignment Commission in May
and endorsed by President Bush last month,
made no mention of the Rock Hill center under
South Carolina's affected sites. The center has
been open since 1964.

"I know of no one in the state who knew this
center was on the table," said Richard Eckstrom,
state Comptroller General who chaired the
governor's task force to keep state military bases
open. Task force members made several trips
around the Carolinas and to Washington, D.C.,
to lobby for South Carolina bases. "It never
came out on the South Carolina list."

News of the impending closure of the Rock Hill
center caused staffers from the offices of
Democratic Rep. John Spratt and Republican
Sens. Lindsey Graham and Jim DeMint to
demand answers Tuesday from the Department
of Defense. Spratt said he did not know of the
center closure until Tuesday.
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Graham spokesman Kevin Bishop and DeMint
spokesman Wesley Denton said they were
unsure if the senators knew before Tuesday.

York's Spratt, a member of the House armed
services committee, said a courier from the
Pentagon hand-delivered South Carolina's
closure list the day it was announced in May, but
the Rock Hill center was not on the list.

York County Manager Al Greene and Rock Hill
City Manager Carey Smith said they had not
heard of the planned closure.

BRAC officials Tuesday were looking into why
a South Carolina center was listed under North
Carolina reserve components, said BRAC
spokesperson Audrey Jones.

The Defense Department recommended closing
the Rock Hill center to reduce manpower needs
and maintenance costs, then BRAC approved the
closure, the report states. The 343rd and a unit
from Albemarle, N.C., will shift equipment to
Wilmington, N.C., under the BRAC plan, Ritter
said.

Congress has until November to approve the
BRAC closures. The Army must find suitable
land in Wilmington next year to build a new
center before the closure of the Rock Hill center
is official, Ritter said.

The 343rd's change to the 371st Chemical
Company, based in Greenwood, is part of an
Army Reserve geographic reorganization, Ritter
said. No other unit is slated to move to the Rock
Hill reserve center.

About 20 of the 79 soldiers assigned to the
343rd will remain in Rock Hill as part of a
detachment for the Greenwood headquarters,
Ritter said. If the center closes as planned, the 20
soldiers would be assigned to Greenwood or
Wilmington. The remaining soldiers will be
given the opportunity to transfer or retrain for
another unit,

The death of the 343rd from Rock Hill ends the
unit's affiliation with the city that started with
the unit's creation in 1999 and culminated with a

black eye before the world. On Oct. 13 near
Talil, Iraq, several soldiers refused to transport
fuel to Taji, north of Baghdad. Some soldiers
claimed the fuel was tainted and trucks lacked
armor and maintenance.

Although another group from the 343rd took the
fuel convoy that same day, the unit was
demobilized for weeks while the Army launched
an internal probe. At least five soldiers were
busted down in rank, lost pay and had to do
additional duties.

None of the soldiers involved in disobeying
orders were from South Carolina. An
investigation by The Herald after the incident
showed that at least 26 soldiers were added to
the unit from other states to get the unit up to
manpower requirements before it left for Iraq,
including at least four of the units' six officers.

Feds: Cannon assessment team not
official

Clovis News Journal (Clovis, NM)
Marlena Hartz

October 6, 2005

Formation of a federal team to assess future
missions for Cannon Air Force Base is not
official, a Department of Defense spokesman
said on Wednesday.

Gov. Bill Richardson said Monday a Pentagon-
led team will assess possible missions for
Cannon and report the findings to the Pentagon
in 180 days.

But Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
Dan Stanley said DoD officials would not make
any plans concerning any base on the Base
Closure and Realignment list until Congress
approves the federal commission’s revised list.

Congress has until later this year to approve the
list.

The base-closing commission voted in August to
remove Cannon’s F-16 squadrons, but called
upon DoD to find a new Cannon mission.
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Air Force secretary nominee Mike Wynne had
conversations Monday with Gov. Richardson
and delegation members about the future of
Cannon, and plans to continue to do so in the
future, according to Stanley and Richardson.

Richardson said Monday that Wynne and
Hanson Scott, the director of the New Mexico
Oftice for Military Base Planning and Support,
would be members of the assessment team.

Stanley said Wynne did not commit to being a
member of the team; in fact, the team does not
yet exist.

“No special (Cannon) group has been formed.
We are waiting for Congress to complete its
role,” Stanley said Wednesday in a phone
interview.

“Do we make promises about commissions and
who’s going to be on them? No, at this time we
don’t, not prior to congressional action,” Stanley
said.

Scott could not be reached for comment. Wynne
was not available for comment, according to
Stanley.

Richardson could not be reached for comment
on Wednesday, but his spokesperson, Billy
Sparks said Stanley’s remarks “in no way
conflict with Gov. Richardson’s report of the
meeting.” He said the governor and the nominee
discussed a 180-day plan, but did not finalize it.

He said the group of individuals Richardson
named would not officially form a team until the
BRAC list is passed at the congressional level.

New Mexico’s congressional delegation is
working hard to snag a mission for Cannon,
although no team has been formed by the
Pentagon to assess the base, according to Steve
Bell, chief of staff for Sen. Pete Domenici, R.-
N.M.

Bell said Wynne and other Pentagon officials are
engaged in brainstorming with New Mexico
officials, but Richardson “overstated his case.”

Domenici is scheduled to meet with Wynne
today. A bill that would keep assets at Cannon
for at least a year is on the Senate floor. Bell
said he expects it to pass by Friday.

Admiral says Navy will study value of
Cecil Field, Oceana

The Virginian-Pilot (Hampton Roads, VA)
Louis Hansen

October 6, 2005

VIRGINIA BEACH — Reacting to new reports
about development around Cecil Field in
Florida, Adm. John B. Nathman said Wednesday
to expect more information about the former
naval air station.

Nathman, commander of U.S. Fleet Forces
Command, said the Navy has hired an
independent contractor to assess the military
value of Cecil Field and Oceana Naval Air
Station.

Nathman said an independent agency would
deliver an impartial report.

“You’re going to discover lots of things about
Cecil, just like we know about Oceana,” he said.
The report is expected by December.

Florida officials said this week there is more
suburban encroachment around Cecil Field,
outside Jacksonville, than they initially
acknowledged in testimony before the Defense
Base Realignment and Closure Commission.

Florida officials told the federal commission in
August that no homes were in high-risk areas
around the runways.

As a result, the commission ordered Virginia to
roll back development near Oceana Naval Air
Station or lose the base to Florida.

This week, however, Florida officials
acknowledged in interviews with the Florida
Times-Union and The Virginian-Pilot that nearly
1,000 homes would be in zones of heavy, low-
flying jet traffic should the base re-open to
military aircraft.
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Nathman said during a talk on Wednesday that
the Navy made a clear evaluation of Oceana’s
value when they kept it off the original base
closing list. BRAC commissioners later added
the Virginia base.

The veteran naval aviator, who assumed
command of Fleet Forces in February, spoke
Wednesday afternoon at a symposium on joint
warfare presented by the U.S. Naval Institute.

Nathman said the Navy is prepared to meet its
goals in major combat operations, supporting the
global war on terrorism and providing homeland
defense. The sea service will face an increasing
demand to perform deterrence operations in
southwest Asia and the Western Pacific, he said.

Nathman also acknowledged that the military
under-used its ships, personnel and supplies
during hurricanes Katrina and Rita, but said the
experience could be used to prepare for future
natural disasters and terrorists attacks.

He suggested that the military train other federal
agencies to plan and deliver relief to civilians
caught in a disaster. “It really was a practice
weapons-of-mass-destruction event for our
nation,” he said.

Opinions/ Editorials

Salute appropriate for our base-savers
Norwich Bulletin (Norwich, CT)

Mal Hoffman, U.S.N., Ret.

October 5, 2005

A very special thank-you to John Markowicz
and Team Connecticut. Also to U.S. Sens. Chris
Dodd and Joe Lieberman and U.S. Rep. Rob
Simmons. I want to thank them for all their
efforts that resulted in the saving of our
submarine base from the Base Realignment and
Closure process. Their efforts are greatly
appreciated.
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BRAC closings to reshape Guard and
Reserve

Army Times

Joseph R. Chennelly

January 01, 2006

Big changes are coming for Army National
Guard and Reserve centers across the country.
If, as expected, Congress takes no action by the
end of October, the recommendations of the
2005 Base Closure and Realignment
Commission will become law, forcing the Army
to close four active-duty posts and nearly 400
Army Reserve and Army National Guard
facilities.

The Army is slated to lose Forts McPherson and
Gillem in Georgia, Fort Monroe in Virginia and
Fort Monmouth, N.J.

Also shutting down would be Riverbank Army
Ammunition Plant, Calif.; Newport Chemical
Depot, Ind.; Kansas Army Ammunition Plant;
Selfridge Army Activity, Mich.; Mississippi
Army Ammunition Plant; Umatilla Chemical

" Depot, Ore.; Desert Chemical Depot, Utah; and

Lone Star Army Ammunition Plant, Texas. All
the chemical depot closings are contingent on
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completing obligations under chemical weapons
treaties.

Consolidating Reserve centers

The commission recommended closing 176
Army Reserve facilities and building 125 new
Armed Forces Reserve Centers distributed
throughout the continental United States and
Puerto Rico. The Army has stated that governors
would close 211 Army National Guard facilities
and relocated the displaced units to the new joint
Reserve centers.

The plan called for 27 of the centers to
incorporate units from multiple services or to be
located on other-service installations, creating “a
joint capability for homeland defense and other
missions.”

These moves were proposed to match up with an
Army plan to reshape the command-and-control
functions and force structure of the Army
Reserve. The Army plans to reorganize the 10
Army Reserve Regional Readiness Commands
into four Regional Readiness Sustainment
Commands and six new deployable war-fighting
units — two maneuver enhancement brigades
and four sustainment brigades.

The Army Reserve’s new force management
strategy, known as the Army Reserve
Expeditionary Force, is supposed to synchronize
equipping and training cycles to sustain the
immediate and long-term readiness required to
support Army and joint force operations. As
planned, the new strategy is supposed to allow
the Army Reserve, a force of limited size, to
sustain a campaign for an extended period,
according to Lt. Gen. James R. Helmly, the chief
of the Army Reserve.

Air Force honors Baucus for BRAC work
Great Falls Tribune
October 6, 2005

The Air Force honored Montana Sen. Max
Baucus Wednesday for his work on military
issues, particularly during the Base Realignment
and Closure process.

Baucus and other members of the Montana
congressional delegation, along with local and
state officials, worked to maintain a flying
mission at the Montana Air National Guard in
Great Falls.

The BRAC commission has recommended
moving F-15 fighters to MANG, reversing the
impact of a Pentagon to move and mothball F-16
aircraft currently at MANG.

Congress is expected to finally approve the F-15
move in coming days.

Others honored include Sen. James Inhofe, R-
N.M., and Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.

"It was a real pleasure to work together with the
Air Force and Air Guard during this year's
BRAC process," Baucus said. "Keeping
Montana's flying mission was a real team effort.
It just goes to show what working together can
accomplish."”

Baucus is a member of the Air Force Caucus and
recently was asked to join the Space Power
Caucus by the Air Force.

Baucus since has turned his focus to the
Quadrennial Defense Review, a process in
which the Defense Department is evaluating its
war-fighting capability.

Local News Articles

Peyton Pulls Cecil Move Funding Bill
Questions about push, fading council support
lead to mayor's decision

Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville, FL)

David Decamp and Gregory Richards

October 7, 2005

With support fading on the Jacksonville City
Council, Mayor John Peyton shelved a bill
Thursday that is crucial to reopening Cecil Field
for the Navy.

Peyton said he still believes relocating the
Navy's East Coast master jet base with 11,000
jobs from Virginia is good for Jacksonville. But
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he said he has no timetable for reintroducing the
legislation for $50 million to help relocate
existing businesses at Cecil, now a business
park.

The spending is among requirements by a
federal commission for the base to be moved.

A mayoral panel and the council will study the
positives and negatives for bringing the Navy
back. Miscues by his office have raised
questions over his blitzing August pitch for the
base.

"I will only reintroduce this legislation if it's in
our community's best interest to do so," Peyton
said.

A majority of the City Council is not convinced,
interviews with the Times-Union show.

At least 11 of the 19 council members opposed
or leaned against the spending bill, despite a 14-
0 vote on Aug. 19 supporting Cecil's reuse.
Another five were uncertain, including one
original supporter, council President Kevin
Hyde.

Hyde said he requested the withdrawal, though
Peyton discussed it with various people,
including Gov. Jeb Bush.

"It's fair to say a lot of people have had new
questions raised in that time," Hyde said of the
August vote.

The City Council needs to formally approve the
withdrawal at Tuesday's council meeting.
Otherwise, the earliest the council could vote on
the ordinance would be Oct. 25, when 10 votes
would kill it.

Opponents said Peyton was merely trying to
avoid a council defeat.

"Fifty million is a lot of money to pay the Navy
to come down here and disturb us," Councilman
Warren Alvarez said.

But mayoral aide Susie Wiles said the decision
was not meant to give Peyton an exit strategy.

Cecil neighbor Michael Griffin, president of the
Better Westside Project, said the withdrawal will
only leave the community more in limbo.

Councilman Daniel Davis, an early opponent
whose district includes Cecil, said Peyton should
have made a concise decision that "put it to
bed."

Peyton said his approach is reasonable because
it's necessary to address the concerns and
questions as deeply as possible. It wasn't about
votes, he said, but facts.

"I want to encourage those who want us to make
a hasty decision without the facts to please be
patient until we simply know as much as we can
absolutely know," Peyton said.

Griffin and opponents say the return of loud
Navy jets would tear the growing suburban
fabric of the Westside, stopping development
and reducing property values. Peyton has
highlighted the jobs the base would send to
Jacksonville.

Despite criticism, almost 63 percent of
registered Jacksonville voters support reopening
Cecil Field, according to a poll by the University
of North Florida. But support dropped to 51
percent if the base was within 5 miles of their
house.

Peyton's job approval rating was 70 percent.

The poll included 665 voters surveyed Sept. 27
through Tuesday. The margin of error was 3.5
percentage points.

Pressure rose Tuesday after the Times-Union
reported about 900 homes were in crash zones
near Cecil Field and its outlying Whitehouse
practice field. Peyton and top advocates had said
there were none.

Peyton also had promised to return 400 more
acres than the 17,225 that the old base had,
including 2,200 acres that must only be used for
recreation. The panel also received a population
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estimate in the noise zone around Cecil that did
not include 12,000 others in the zone.

In his news conference Thursday, Peyton said he
backed his aides' effort under tough, fast-paced
circumstances but said the mistakes were
"reckless.”

"There are questions that are being asked that
deserve answers," Peyton said.

Councilman Lad Daniels concluded Thursday
that "every time we rush for something" it will
be messed up. Daniels, chairman of the council's
Military Affairs Committee, said he leans
toward supporting the bill -- the only council
member interviewed who did.

On Wednesday, Peyton and Hyde met with the
governor, who led Florida's drive for the jet
base. Peyton described Bush as still "bullish"
toward the Navy's return. The Legislature is
supposed to approve up to $200 million for
tenant relocation, too. That was to come in a
special session this fall.

"T hope that we'll be in a position where we can
present this to the Legislature in a special
session," Bush said. "But if the city is not
supportive of its part of this -- and I believe they
continue to be -- we're not going to do a special
session unless there's a real chance this is going
to happen."”

The federal Base Realignment and Closure
Commission ordered jet training moved from
Oceana Naval Air Station in Virginia Beach if
Virginia failed to approve a plan by March 31 to
buy out an estimated 3,400 homes in the primary
crash zones.

Jacksonville has about 70 comparable homes.
Florida also has to return Cecil's original land
and approve spending to relocate tenants by
December 2006.

Virginia officials said the mistakes highlighted
the double standard they felt applied to Oceana
and a paltry review of the facts behind Peyton
and Bush's appeal for the base.

"The dramatic developments in Jacksonville this
week add more ambiguity to the BRAC
recommendation on Oceana,"” said Kevin Hall,
spokesman for Virginia Gov. Mark Warner.

To move ahead, the mayor recast the Cecil Field
Opportunity Commission. Originally the
commission was set up to report how to
accommodate the base. Now it will measure
whether the facts justify switching the base from
a burgeoning business park to a Navy base -- as
the Military Affairs Committee will do.

Peyton also will approach the Navy -- which
opposed the move -- about details of how the
base would operate in the community.

The Defense Department has hired a consultant
to prepare a report due in December on the
base's long-term location, particularly Oceana's
future. That consultant will be in Jacksonville
next week, Wiles said.

Where they stand

Had the vote on the $50 million bond issue for
Cecil Field been Thursday, the majority of
Jacksonville City Council members said they
were either against or were leaning against
approving the measure.

AGAINST -- Warren Alvarez, Elaine Brown,
Sharon Copeland, Daniel Davis, Ronnie Fussell,
Suzanne Jenkins, Glorious Johnson, Pat Lockett-

Felder, Lynette Self

LEANING AGAINST -- Reggie Fullwood,
Gwen Yates

UNSURE -- Richard Clark, Michael Corrigan,
Kevin Hyde, Mia Jones, Lake Ray

LEANING IN FAVOR -- Lad Daniels
IN FAVOR -- None

Note: Councilmen Art Graham and Art Shad
could not be reached for comment Thursday.
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Redevelopment panels to examine future
use of naval air station

The Associated Press State & Local Wire
(Brunswick, ME)

Clarke Canfield

October 6, 2005

Two local panels will be formed to determine
what the 3,220-acre Brunswick Naval Air
Station should look like after it closes, officials
said Thursday.

The formation of local redevelopment
authorities in Brunswick and in Topsham is
considered an important step forward in the
longterm development of the facility.

"I'm excited about the possibilities and potential
that can be done here with the resources we
have," Gov. John Baldacci told a news
conference.

The federal Base Realignment and Closure
Commission voted in August to shut down the
Brunswick Naval Air Station, the last active
duty military airfield in New England. Unless
the commission's recommendation is overturned
by Congress, which is considered unlikely, the
closure will take place in sequential steps and be
completed in 2011.

Base officials don't expect any job losses to
occur until the base's aircraft start moving to
Jacksonville Naval Air Station in Florida.
Brunswick now serves as a staging ground in the
Northeast with its P-3 Orion aircraft for
maritime surveillance patrols and overseas
deployment.

The question now is how best to develop the
sprawling site, which is located entirely in
Brunswick except for 80 acres that are in
Topsham,

The future could bring a wide range of uses from
houses and offices to industry and recreational
areas.

House Speaker John Richardson, D-Brunswick,
said the facility could also be used for higher
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education or even as an Air Force or Navy
reserve center.

"There are a lot of opportunities,” he said.

Some suggest that in time the site has the
potential to become a regional economic engine.

The formation of local development authorities
is one step that is needed to try to make that
happen. The boards will take a close look at how
the land should be used, and how it should be
zoned to accommodate future uses.

The 13-member Brunswick board will be
composed of two Brunswick town councilors,
one Topsham selectman, two governor
appointees, five Brunswick residents and three
representatives from other towns in the region.
The makeup of the Topsham board will be
determined later.

A regional development authority is expected to
be created through legislation and be based on
the Loring Development Authority, the panel
that has overseen development of the former
Loring Air Force Base in northern Maine. A
little more than a decade after it closed, the
former base is filled with businesses that employ
about 1,450 workers.

Mayor withdraws funding for Navy base
reopening

The Associated Press State & Local Wire
(Jacksonville, FL)

October 6, 2005

Mayor John Peyton is withdrawing a $50
million bond package for the reopening of Cecil
Field as a Navy jet base from the City Council
so that issues ranging from noise to
encroachment to economic development can be
studied.

"I will only reintroduce the legislation if it's in
the best interest of our community," Peyton said
Thursday at a news conference.

Peyton said he still supports a proposal to move
fighter jets and 11,000 jobs from Oceana Naval

5
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- Air Station in Virginia and reopen Cecil Field,
which was closed by the Navy in 1999. Peyton
said the withdrawal of the bond issue will allow
time for his office, the City Council and a panel
he appointed to study the issues.

"We need to think about the implications for
schools and infrastructure, compare the
economic expectations for Cecil Commerce
Center and the Navy, and then present those
facts to the community and determine what to do
based on facts and hard numbers," Peyton said.

The federal Base Realignment and Closure
Commission ordered the base moved from
Oceana to Cecil Field if Virginia could not
reduce development hemming the base and if
Florida met certain conditions. One of those
conditions was to move tenants from Cecil
Field, which is now a business park.

In addition to $50 million from the city, the
Legislature also must approve $150 million to
$200 million to move several companies which
have moved into Cecil Field.

Peyton also announced a panel he created to
look into issues surrounding the reopening of
Cecil Field will also look into whether the
community would best be served by reopening
the Navy base or keeping it a business park.

The Florida Times-Union reported earlier this
week that there are about 900 homes in crash
zones around the base, although Peyton and
other advocates had told officials in August that
there were none.

Prince George’s economy primed for
Andrews growth

Air Force base may gain 2,000 jobs
Business Gazette (MD)

Marcus Moore

October 7, 2005

Prince George’s County — home to the 6,800-
acre Andrews Air Force Base in Clinton —
could gain 2,000 net jobs if Congress approves
the latest round of military base closings and
realignments.

BRAC Commission Early Bird

The announcement was made at a meeting of the
Maryland Military Installation Strategic
Planning Council in Crownsville last week.

M_H. Jim Estepp, president of the Andrews
Alliance, a business group charged with
expanding the base’s business opportunities,
said many of the jobs would be high-tech
positions for the base’s military and
procurement operations.

The base, home to nearly 30,000 military and
civilian personnel, is one of 12 bases in
Maryland that pump upward of $40 billion into
Maryland’s economy each year, Estepp said.

Andrews is the largest employer in Prince
George’s, with more than 17,280 employees,
according to a recent economic and workforce
report commissioned by Prince George’s
Community College in Largo.

Though a moneymaker, Andrews has been taken
for granted, Andrews said, mentioning the need
for infrastructure upgrades along Suitland Road
and the Baltimore-Washington Parkway nearby.

““We want to see the benefits in the surrounding
community,” Estepp said. ““There’s a lot of
work that needs to be done. We're getting the
county involved.”

Infrastructure plans near Andrews call for a
$83.6 million interchange near Pennsylvania
Avenue and Suitland Parkway, which would
involve state and federal funding. Plans in the
county’s capital improvement budget call for
tmprovements at Auth Road, a side street near
Andrews; the widening of Old Branch Avenue
to four lanes; and the $17.5 million overhaul of
Suitland Road, a main artery into the Air Force
base, which is located along Allentown Road.

Fort Meade, in Anne Arundel County near
Laurel, abuts Prince George’s County. The base,
home to about 5,291 civilian and military
personnel, would gain about 5,361 jobs under
the military base realignments. Fort Meade, with
a current economic impact of about $4 billion in
salaries and contracts, would experience a $1

Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.



DCN 12550

billion spike under the BRAC process, according
to information from the fort.

Kwasi G. Holman, president and CEO of the
Prince George’s Economic Development Corp.,
during an interview Wednesday, referenced the
county’s five-year economic business plan,
which outlines the need for economic
development near Fort Meade and the
University of Maryland, College Park, among
other locations.

““We are moving aggressively to implement that
policy,” Holman said. When asked, Holman
mentioned plans for development near Fort
Meade and, while not providing specifics, said
those projects could come by next year.

‘“We’re actively working with developers so
Prince George’s can get its fair share,” Holman
said.

Prince George’s was not completely unscathed
by the BRAC recommendations.

The Navy Reserve Center and Army Research
Laboratory in Adelphi would close under the
plan, resulting in a loss of 43 civilian jobs and
17 military jobs.

In a statement, Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. said
that ““well over” 10,000 ‘‘highly technical and
high paying new jobs” could come to Maryland
as a result of the military base realignments and
closings. The realignments, Ehrlich said, could

produce ‘‘thousands more indirect jobs.”

‘“The dollars being brought into the Maryland
economy will increase dramatically from the
$18 billion a year that it brings in overall
economic impact today, further enhancing
Maryland’s position as a strong economic
engine for the mid-Atlantic corridor,” Ehrlich
said.

Andrews and Fort Meade would not be the only
military bases to grow as a result of the military
recommendations, as Aberdeen Proving Ground
would also be a winner. Originally thought to
see a gain of 2,176 jobs, the Harford County
installation is expecting an influx of 5,000 to

10,000 new positions, plus ‘‘several thousand
more jobs off base, ” garrison Cmdr. John T.
Wright said.

In Frederick, Fort Detrick would have a net gain
of 104 jobs, mostly military positions, under the
Pentagon’s recommendations. The Pfc. Flair
Army Reserve Center in Frederick would close,
resulting in the loss of 20 military and two
civilian jobs.

The BRAC Commission delivered its final
report to President Bush on Sept. 8; a week later,
he forwarded it to Congress, which has until
Oct. 30 to accept or reject the recommendations
in their entirety.

Base realignment could generate jobs
County located between Meade, Aberdeen
Owings Mills Times (Owings Mills, MD)
Lauren Taylor

October 6, 2005

Baltimore County, sandwiched between Harford
and Anne Arundel counties, could gain more
than 2,000 new high tech jobs over the next five
years as a result of the realignment of military
installations in Maryland.

If implemented, the recommendations of the
federal Base Realignment and Closure
Commiission, known as BRAC, are expected to
generate more than 6,500 jobs at the Aberdeen
Proving Ground and Fort Meade, and up to
20,000 jobs for contractors.

"The demand is going to be intense," David
Iannucci, executive director of the county's
Department of Economic Development, said
following a Sept. 30 meeting of the Maryland
Military Installation Strategic Planning Council
in Crownsville. "We're bracketed by BRAC."

BRAC is intended to save $50 billion
nationwide over the next two decades.

Fort Meade is expected to gain 679 military and
2,824 civilian jobs, plus 1,764 contractor
positions - more than 5,000 new jobs - according
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to figures from the state's Department of
Business and Economic Development.

At Aberdeen, a loss of 3,627 military jobs is
expected to be countered by 4,789 new civilian
Jobs, a gain of more than 1,000, according to the
state.

As those two installations grow, Baltimore
County will benefit, Iannucci said.

One reason: Military contractors must be located
near agencies they serve, according to a
spokeswoman with the Department of Economic
Development.

The growth at Fort Meade alone could generate
up to 10,000 private-sector jobs regionally,
Iannucci said.

He said likely locations in Baltimore County for
such jobs include Owings Mills, Woodlawn and
Middle River - where the Baltimore Crossroads
@ 95 office and industrial park is being
developed.

In addition, the University of Maryland-
Baltimore County's research parks in Catonsville
are conveniently located for businesses serving
Fort Meade, he said.

With 9 percent of Aberdeen Proving Ground's
workforce living in Baltimore County already,
the post's additional 5,000 or more contractor
jobs could have a big impact in White Marsh
and Baltimore Crossroads @ 95, lannucci said.

Many people who work on the post may buy
homes in Baltimore County, he said; some
companies with contracts at Aberdeen may
locate here.

"These are high end, high paying jobs," many of
which will be in information technology,
lannucci said. "Most of the jobs may end up in
Harford County, but we'll do quite well with our
10 percent."

To prepare for Aberdeen's influx of residents
and jobs, Baltimore, Cecil and Harford counties
are working on a joint marketing strategy,

BRAC Commission Early Bird

including brochures and a trip to Fort
Monmouth, N.J., from which Aberdeen's new
jobs are relocating, lannucct said.

It will be two to four years before the jobs are
moved, but office buildings need to be erected,
schools need to be evaluated and the
transportation system needs improvements,
Tannucci said.

Colleges and universities in Baltimore County
could also benefit from the influx of jobs and
new residents. Harford County has no four-year
colleges, while Baltimore County has four:
UMBC, Villa Julie College, Towson University
and Goucher College.

UMBC is the closest four-year college to Fort
Meade.

"I wouldn't be surprised if Towson University
and Villa Julie College didn't identify
opportunities," Iannucci said.

The colleges will benefit from the educational
needs of new employees, their spouses and
children, and "the county will have to focus on
meeting that need," he added.

The Maryland Military Installation Strategic
Planning Council started meeting well in
advance of the realignment process to prepare
for possible changes.

"This exchange of information and aligning of
priorities will be paramount in making sure that
Maryland stands ready - not only for today, but
in the future," Gov. Robert Ehrlich said in a
statement.

Private sector will have a say on fort
reuse

FMRC will have total of seven voting members
Atlanticville (Long Branch, NJ)

Sue Morgan

October 6, 2005

The committee charged with ultimately mapping
out the future of Fort Monmouth will have
seven, rather than five voting members.
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Via a resolution unanimously approved at its
Sept. 28 meeting, the recently established Fort
Monmouth Reuse Committee (FMRC) of the
Fort Monmouth Host Communities (FMHC),
presently composed of public officials from the
closing base’s three host communities and
representatives of county and state government,
will take on two members of the private sector.

No decision has yet been made as to who those
two individuals will be, as they must first accept
the assignment, according to Eatontown Mayor
Gerald Tarantolo.

“We’re in the process of trying to get those two
individuals,” said Tarantolo, a co-chair of the
FMRC. “They have been approached and I will
be naming them soon.”

The move to include two private sector
members, as recommended by the office of
acting Gov. Richard Codey, increases the total
number of voting members on the FMRC from
five to seven.

It also brings the total membership of the FMRC
from seven to nine, not including those persons
appointed to serve in an advisory capacity to the

group.

The resolution adding the two private sector
members amends an earlier one first approved

by Eatontown’s council on Sept. 14 authorizing
creation of the FMRC.

The governing bodies in Tinton Falls and
Oceanport also passed resolutions last month to
form and to join in the FMRC, a group of public
officials charged with exploring new ways to
utilize Fort Monmouth’s land and facilities upon
its closing.

Created in the wake of the Base Realignment
and Closure (BRAC) Commission’s Aug. 24
vote sanctioning the Pentagon’s proposal to shut
down the 88-year-old U.S. Army base, the
FMRC has worked closely with Codey’s office,
Tarantolo said.

BRAC Commission Early Bird

“We received word from the Governor’s Office
that the Fort Monmouth reuse committee should
have representation from the private sector,”
Tarantolo said.

Eatontown, Tinton Falls and Oceanport all host
a portion of the 1,126-acre fort that the
Pentagon, pending a forthcoming vote in
Congress, hopes to shut down within two to six
years.

Presently, the membership of the FMRC
includes Tarantolo, Eatontown Council
President Theodore F. Lewis Jr., Oceanport
Mayor Maria Gatta, Oceanport Borough
Councilman Gerald Briscione, Tinton Falls
Mayor Peter Maclearie and Tinton Falls
Borough Councilman Brendan Tobin.

Virginia S. Bauer, the New Jersey Commerce
secretary, will represent the Governor’s Office,
and Monmouth County Planning Director
Robert Clark is the voice of the Monmouth
County Board of Freeholders.

Bauer, of Red Bank, co-chairs the FMRC with
Tarantolo. She and Clark are voting members
along with the three mayors.

“Each of the host towns has a vote,” he said.

Fort Monmouth Garrison Commander Ricki L.
Sullivan has agreed to serve the committee in an
advisory, but not voting, capacity. Eatontown’s
Business Administrator Michael Trotta will
handle the FMRC’s administrative functions.

After researching new proposals for using the
fort’s facilities, the FMRC is expected to
eventually create a separate organization, the
Fort Monmouth Redevelopment Authority
(FMRA), to establish an actual plan for the
shuttered base, Tarantolo said.

In the meantime, the FMRC has submitted its
application for funding to start up its work to the
U.S. Department of Defense’s Office of
Economic Adjustment (OEA).
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That application should be under review for
completeness by the OEA, a federal agency that
assists communities impacted by base closures.

Once the FMRC receives the returned
application from the OEA, the committee will
re-submit it to the federal agency with a request
for “seed money” to begin the process of
exploring new ways to make Fort Monmouth
economically viable, Tarantolo said.

He would not disclose how much money the
committee is seeking.

The funding from OEA will be used in part for
any professional consulting that the FMRC
might employ in its efforts, he noted.

Going forward, meetings of the FMRC will be
open to the public as required by the state’s
Open Public Meetings Act, Tarantolo added. A
public meeting of the committee is scheduled for
2 p.m. Oct. 14 at Eatontown’s borough hall.

The formation of the FMRC was first publicly
announced after the BRAC Commission voted
7-1 this summer to shutter Fort Monmouth as
recommended by the Pentagon as a cost-cutting
measure.

President George W. Bush has signed off and
approved the BRAC Commission’s list
authorizing the shutdown of Fort Monmouth and
21 other military installations throughout the
country.

However, area legislators including U.S. Reps.
Rush Holt (D-12) and Frank Pallone (D-6) and
U.S. Sen. Jon Corzine have pledged that they
will vote against closing Fort Monmouth and all
of the other targeted bases when the BRAC list
goes before Congress for a final decision later
this fall.

To date, officials have suggested that the fort
land might be used as a mix of commercial,
office and residential uses, depending on the
findings of the FMRC.

Opinions/ Editorials

No room for error in Oceana decision
The Virginian-Pilot (Hampton Roads, VA)
October 7, 2005

So Florida was wrong. Jacksonville’s Cecil
Field isn’t surrounded by the vast and empty
wilderness that officials had so carefully
described to the Defense Base Realignment and
Closure Commission.

Turns out that Cecil has its own encroachment,
the creeping kudzu of residential development
that so threatens the mission of Virginia Beach’s
Oceana Naval Air Station.

As reported this week in The Florida Times-
Union, Cecil has hundreds of houses in its
primary crash zones. Virginia Beach, of course,
has thousands, but still, the point is plain:
Defense officials hoping to avoid encroachment
may well find it in Florida.

They’ll also find a bunch of new questions that
demand answers:

¢ Did Florida officials, in their slick
presentation before BRAC, lie? Nobody,
yet, knows. They may have simply had bad
information, though they couldn’t have tried
very hard to make sure it was better.

¢ Did BRAC do its job? The commission
issued a set of demands designed to make it
difficult for Oceana’s 200 jets to remain in
Virginia Beach. But it’s now clear that
BRAC’s order, which promised the jets to
Cecil on certain conditions, was based on
bad information. Good information may not
have overcome the politics at play, but it
certainly would’ve given Oceana’s home
team a better chance.

e Should Virginia Beach see this as an
opportunity? State leaders already do,
though to what end remains far fuzzier than
they would like. There’s no obvious way to
revisit the BRAC’s notorious order, but
folks are working hard to invent one.
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When a decision has the potential to disrupt so
many lives — of Oceana’s aviators and sailors,
and the community they might be forced to
leave behind — it must be right. It must be
based on accurate information, and be free of
political entanglements.

We’ll leave aside the charges of political
shenanigans; we expect to hear more about those
in the next few weeks. But BRAC’s decision has
been rightfully attacked for the toxic nature of
its demands on Virginia Beach, as well as its
lack of clarity on certain key points.

There are many who believe the order’s opacity
is mostly a function of a harried BRAC trying to
make law in a hurry and instead making
mistakes. Others believe it was unclear because
not all the BRAC’s commissioners knew what
they were doing.

Regardless, now that one of the key facts that
informed BRAC’s decision has been proven
false, Oceana’s advocates are left to wonder how
much else the commission got wrong.

BRAC outcome clearer ... sort of
Jacksonville Patriot (Jacksonville, FL)
Jeff Lemaster

October 6, 2005

The office of U.S. Senator Blanche Lincoln, D-
Ark., was notified Tuesday about the ultimate
effect of the latest round of the Base
Realignment And Closure commission on Little
Rock Air Force Base. According to a document
from an Air Force/BRAC liaison, the base will
receive five additional active duty C-130s and
one additional C-130 for the 189th Airlift Wing
of the Air National Guard. That would bring the
base’s total fleet of C-130s up to 80 aircraft.
Drew Goesl, a spokesman for Lincoln, said that
beyond that basic information, a lot is still
unkown. “There are still questions about things
like personnel and what models the planes will
be,” Goesl said. The document reads as if six is
the final number of additional aircraft the base
will gain from this round of BRAC. Since the
commission approved its proposal more than a
month ago, there has been a stark lack of clarity

about how the proposal would affect LRAFB.
Goesl said that while the document makes things
a little clearer, there could still be room for the
base to gain more. “I wish I could answer that
question,” he said. “We think that is probably
going to be the final outcome for Jacksonville,
but we’re not 100 percent sure.” Under a
proposal the Department of Defense presented to
BRAC in May, the base stood to gain more than
50 aircraft and nearly 4,000 personnel. But after
the commission made numerous deviations from
the DoD’s proposal, the domino effect left the
base gaining less than a dozen additional
aircraft.

Widespread speculation ensued after the
commission submitted its proposal to President
George W. Bush in early September as to how
the base would be affected. There were reports
that the base would gain nine additional aircraft,
but that they would all fall under the command
of the Air National Guard. There were other
reports that the base would gain 18 aircraft.
BRAC spokesmen reported that the commission
had no ultimate control over where aircraft were
relocated, and that such decisions rested in the
hands of the Air Force. The Air Force had not
released an official statement until late Monday.

Additional Notes
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Military may seek to profit from Monroe
Hampton residents encourage city leaders to
feature Fort Monroe's history as part of the
base's future.

Daily Press (Hampton Roads, VA)

Terry Scanlon

October 11 2005

HAMPTON -- A former Army attorney warned
city officials Monday that the military is more
interested in selling closed bases for profit than
it has been before.

That means that the Defense Department could
try to get Hampton or Virginia taxpayers to pay
for a portion of Fort Monroe if the base is
formally slated for closure later this year.

In the past, the Pentagon has been willing to
give the land from closed bases to neighboring
communities so the economic development
would help offset the financial loss of the
military's departure.

But preliminary guidelines issued by the
Defense Department suggest that officials are
less willing to do that with this round of base
closings, said Michael C. Bobrick, an attorney
who once worked for the Army in its Base
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"In no way is the 104th being dismantled,
disrupted, or given away," Kerdavid told The
Republican of Springfield. "The only thing that
is going to change is the aircraft."

The commission's decision will mean an
increase in Barnes personnel, including some
who may transfer from Otis, said Brigadier
General Michael D. Akey, commander of the
Massachusetts Air National Guard. He did not
know the exact number of additional personnel.

Some of the 104th's pilots may elect to remain
with the A-10 mission and transfer elsewhere,
Kerdavid said. Some may elect to stay. "I would
imagine a lot are going to stay local, stay here,
and convert," he said, adding that he intends to
stay on.

The exact timetable for the changes is not
known either, Akey said.

Hampton urged to monitor review
Expert: City officials could then direct Fort
Monroe's future uses

Richmond Times Dispatch (Richmond, VA)
Sue Lindsey

October 11, 2005

HAMPTON - The city can benefit from lengthy
processes that the Army must follow to review
the impact on the environment and the historic

property before it closes Fort Monroe, Hampton
officials were told yesterday.

A consultant who specializes in historic
preservation urged officials to get involved with
the Army so they can direct future use of the
site.

During its August deliberations, the Base
Realignment and Closure Commission approved
a Defense Department recommendation to close
the historic base. President Bush has endorsed
BRAC's recommendations, which will become
final in early November unless Congress acts to
reject them.

Fort Monroe's designation as a National Historic
Landmark requires that the Army go through a

process to consider the effect of closing the base,
consultant Dave Dutton told the city's Federal
Area Development Authority.

In addition, a lawyer hired to help Hampton
officials through the process said the National
Environmental Policy Act calls for reviews
determining how to clean up unexploded
ordnance at the base, which was used for
artillery training.

In the historic-preservation review, the secretary
of the Interior will be invited to participate, as
well as federal and state preservation officials,
Dutton said.

He said city and state officials should be
involved to ensure that "those qualities and
characteristics that make Fort Monroe special”
are incorporated in development that is of the
greatest public benefit.

"A 'one size fits all' approach is not going to be
in anyone's interest," he said.

The fort, on a peninsula stretching into the
Chesapeake Bay and surrounded by a moat, was
built in the 1820s. The site was first a military
fort in 1609, and during the War of 1812, the
British used a lighthouse on the grounds as a
watch tower.

It remained in Union hands during the Civil
War, and Confederate President Jefferson Davis
was imprisoned there after the war.

Hampton Mayor Ross A. Kearney II has
endorsed a mix of uses for the site, including
areas open to the public, commercial and
residential development and preservation of
historic buildings.

Kearney has said disposing of the fort will be
expensive. Maintaining the base's older
buildings costs $14 million a year, and city
estimates to clean up ordnance on the site have
ranged from $200 million to $1 billion.

Lawyer Michael Bobrick said the NEPA process
that the Army must follow will determine how
to deal with any ordnance found on the grounds.

BRAC Commission Early Bird 3

Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.



DCN 12550

community of more than 23,000 from
Monmouth and Ocean counties, giving top-flight
medical care to retirees and their dependents.

When the Base Realignment and Closure
commission ignored the arguments of our
congressmen, senators and mayors to keep the
fort open, they also, by not specifically
exempting it, began the process of closing
Patterson.

I have not see a word about where and how the
23,000 military retirees will continue to receive
the medical care now provided by Patterson.
This is not "free" medical care; this is earned
health care. The price of the medical care was
earned by years of service, and sometimes by the
wounds of battle.

Have we become a nation of promise breakers?
Doesn't that ribbon sticker on so many vehicles
— Support Our Troops — include the troops
who honorably served but are now retired and
depend on the medical care provided by
Patterson?

The VA Clinic on the third floor of Patterson, a
Department of Defense medical facility, may
remain open for veterans and disabled veterans
eligible for medical care through the New Jersey
Veterans Health Care System. But this does not
fill the void for the 23,000 retirees. Perhaps they,
too, are expected to move to Aberdeen in
Maryland.

Additional Notes
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the Connecticut Air National Guard 103rd
Fighter Wing A-10s out of the region.

"In no way is the 104th being dismantled,
disrupted, or given away," Kerdavid told The
Republican of Springfield. "The only thing that
is going to change is the aircraft.”

The commission's decision will mean an
increase in Barnes personnel, including some
who may transfer from Otis, said Brig. Gen.
Michael D. Akey, commander of the
Massachusetts Air National Guard. He did not
know the exact number of additional personnel.

Some of the 104th’s pilots may elect to remain
with the A-10 mission and transfer elsewhere,
Kerdavid said. Some may elect to stay. "I would
imagine a lot are going to stay local, stay here,
and convert," he said, adding that he himself
intends to stay on.

The exact timetable for the changes is not know
either, Akey said.

Akey said he and Col. L. Scott Rice, director of
operations for the Massachusetts National
Guard, have been working to define missions for
Otis ever since the commission's decision.

They include a potential flying mission and
perhaps a space and intelligence wing that would
place the Cape Cod base in a strong position as
the Air Force expands its unmanned aircraft
capabilities.

The future of Otis and other Bay State National
Guard bases and units will be better known after
Nov. 1 when the National Guard Bureau in
Washington, D.C., is expected to release its
plan, Akey said.

Offutt Air Force base could gain jobs
The Associated Press State & Local Wire
(Omaha, NE)

October 8, 2005

An Air Force site-selection team visited the base
in Bellevue this week, and local officials gave a
presentation about the community.

Megan Lucas, director of the Bellevue Chamber
of Commerce, said she made a presentation on
the assets of the surrounding community to the
20-member selection team.

"I can tell you the team was very impressed with
what they saw at Offutt," she said. "It would be
a great opportunity for the Bellevue-Offutt
community."

The Air Force is reorganizing its financial
services and wants to establish a facility that
would process financial transactions.

The center would open in March 2007 with 50 to
100 people. Then it could expand up to 775 by
October 2008.

The jobs would include both active-duty military
personnel and civilians.

Offutt has space available because of the recent
decision to close an accounting center at the
base under the nation's Base Realignment and
Closure process.

The visit to Offutt was the last of six site visits
around the country, according to Nebraska's
congressional delegation.

Other bases in the running include Buckley
Annex, a military office complex at the former
Lowry Air Force Base in Colorado; Ellsworth
Air Force Base in South Dakota; Kelly Air
Force Base in Texas; Holoman Air Force Base
in New Mexico; and Hall Air Force Base in
Utah.

Senate bill favors keeping F-16s at
Cannon
The Associated Press State & Local Wire

(Washington DC)
Offutt Air Force Base is in the running for a new October 8, 2005
Air Force financial services center that would
employ about 700 military and civilian workers.
BRAC Commission Early Bird 2
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Another initiative under way, the Government
and Technology Enterprise project, will bring
2.5 million square feet of office, lab and
research and development space to the proving
ground. Developed by Rockville-based Opus
East LLC, the park will accommodate
contractors doing work related to base activities,
and the site will feature a hotel and conference
center.

Commercial development outside the base has
also flourished in recent years. Hannon
acknowledged that lower real estate costs attract
commercial development, but said an even
greater draw comes from the availability of land.

"Because Greater Baltimore is certainly a
maturely developed area, getting parcels
available that have substantial size is difficult,"
Hannon said. "For people wanting to put a
facility in " 10 acres or 15 acres might not be
adequate. When you can field an opportunity of
50, 75, 100 acres or better, you have some very
distinct advantages.

Clark Turner Cos. believes there are a number of

opportunities for high-end office and residential
development.

"In the past, this was a place where people came
to do warehousing and then flex spacing, and
some people believed that's what we were, that's
all we could become," said Clark Turner, the
company's president. "I didn't believe that. I
thought, if we create the nice environment for
work, people will come here."

Turner was right. His Water's Edge corporate
park, developed with Manekin LLC and located
a mile from I-95 on the site of the old Bata shoe
factory, already has five finished buildings, with
five more still to construct. Prospective tenants
already have shown interest in the buildings not
yet complete.

As usual, along with the high-end office space
comes high-end residential development.

Adjacent to the Water's Edge corporate campus,
Turner built condominiums and townhomes that
he originally expected to sell for around

BRAC Commission Early Bird

$100,000. The townhouses are selling for as
much as $750,000, Turner said.

Meanwhile, along with Manekin and H&S
Properties Development Corp., Turner is
developing a residential community situated
around Bulle Rock golf course in Havre De
Grace. The project will have more than 2,000
residential units in 25 neighborhoods. Turner
also has plans for office space at Bulle Rock.

Sadowski said county officials are examining
the current inventory of housing and available
land for housing in preparation for the growth
that will take place during the next few years in
relation to the base realignment.

Commercial and residential growth, meanwhile,
will create a need for new and updated services
and amenities. Sadowski said the county has
seen significant growth in professional and
business services, as well as the health care
sector. Efforts are also being focused on the
revitalization of 19 miles along the Route 40
commercial corridor.

Sadowski said retail will be a component of
some of the rezoning taking place along that
corridor.

Other improvements will be necessary for the
county to prepare for the changes taking place at
Aberdeen. Maryland's congressional delegation
secured about $10 million for transit upgrades
and highway improvements to accommodate the
growth. Planned upgrades at both gated
entrances to the proving ground will improve
traffic flow.

Overall, however, Sadowski and other officials
said Harford anticipated the upcoming job
expansion at Aberdeen and prepared for it.

' And those familiar with Harford County and its

economy expect only good things to come.

"It's going to have positive effects," Turner said.
"It's going to bring in more disposable income
and raise the level of retail that can be offered in
stores. They're going to want the best product
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authority is crucial because it would have the
ability to borrow money, if necessary.

"That way the towns are not at any risk of
putting their resources at stake," Brown said.

Mayor holding back funds for base
reopening;

He wants noise, economic studies first
The Tallahassee Democrat (Tallahassee, FL)
October 7, 2005 Friday

Mayor John Peyton is withdrawing a $50
million bond package for the reopening of Cecil
Field as a Navy jet base from the City Council
so that issues ranging from noise to
encroachment to economic development can be
studied.

"I will only reintroduce the legislation if it's in
the best interest of our community," Peyton said.

Peyton said he still supports a proposal to move
fighter jets and 11,000 jobs from Oceana Naval
Air Station in Virginia and reopen Cecil Field,
which was closed by the Navy in 1999. Peyton
said the withdrawal of the bond issue will allow
time for his office, the City Council and a panel
he appointed to study the issues.

"We need to think about the implications for
schools and infrastructure, compare the
economic expectations for Cecil Commerce
Center and the Navy and then present those facts
to the community and determine what to do
based on facts and hard numbers,” Peyton said.

The federal Base Realignment and Closure
Commission ordered the base moved from
Oceana to Cecil Field if Virginia could not
reduce development hemming the base and if
Florida met certain conditions. One of those
conditions was to move tenants from Cecil
Field, which is now a business park.

In addition to $50 million from the city, the
Legislature also must approve $150 million to
$200 million to move several companies that
have moved into Cecil Field.

Peyton also announced a panel he created to
look into issues surrounding the reopening of
Cecil Field. The panel also will look into
whether the community would best be served by
reopening the Navy base or keeping it a business
park.

First, the rush is on In August, Florida
made a commitment to BRAC to spend
$800 million to reopen Cecil Field.

The Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, VA)

Louis Hansen

October 7, 2005

Facing active opposition from community
groups, the mayor of Jacksonville, Fla., on
Thursday backed away from a $50 million
pledge to ready the city's former Navy base for
jet fighter squadrons now at Oceana Naval Air
Station.

Mayor John Peyton announced he would
withdraw a proposal from the Jacksonville City
Council to pay one-quarter of the estimated $200
million to buy out and relocate tenants at Cecil
Commerce Park, the converted site of the former
naval air station.

It marks the second blow this week to the city's
efforts to obtain Oceana's jets.

On Tuesday, city leaders acknowledged that
about 900 homes were in high-risk zones around
the airfield - even though officials testified
before the Defense Base Realignment and
Closure Commission in August that no homes
were within two accident-potential zones.

"We need to look long and hard at all aspects of
the situation and listen to what our citizens are
saying," Peyton, a Republican, said in a
statement. "The return of the Navy is on the
table for the community to consider."

Virginia officials said Peyton's statements will
not change their efforts to keep Oceana.

The BRAC Commission in August ordered
Virginia to meet several requirements, including
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The commission gave Florida officials until
December 2006 to clear and return the former
base to the military.

Not in my back yard Opposition to the
reopening of Cecil Field as a Navy master jet
base has grown in some neighborhoods near the
former air station, about 15 miles from
downtown Jacksonville. Kevin Grant, a
founding member of the Better Westside Project,
said the city would attract more jobs by letting a
business park develop. Grant and his family live
two miles south of the main runway. He bought
his house in 1999, just as the military operations
at Cecil Field were winding down, he said. "We
wouldn't have moved out there if we knew they
were coming back."”

Eagles to mark new era at base
The Republican (Westfield, MA)
George Graham

October 10, 2005

WESTFIELD - The anticipated conversion of
the Air National Guard's 104th Fighter Wing
from A-10 Thunderbolt II attack planes to F-15
Eagle fighters should do little to disrupt the
integrity of the unit and the almost 1,000
personnel there, says its commander.

"We have flown a lot of fighters in our 58-year
history," said Col. Marcel E. Kerdavid,
commander of the Air National Guard Base at
Bamnes Municipal Airport, last week. "The
people here working now for the most part are
the people who will be working on the F-15s."

A federal commission's Aug. 26 decision to send
Otis Air National Guard Base's F-15s to Barnes
marked a major departure from an earlier
recommendation by the Department of Defense
to increase the number of A-10 attack jets
currently flown by the 104th.

The Base Realignment and Closure
Commission's decision calls for sending both the
104th's and the Connecticut Air National Guard
103rd Fighter Wing A-10s out of the region.

The decision caught the state's military and
political leaders by surprise and prompted some
to question why the 104th, one of the Air Force's
top A-10 units, was seemingly to be dismantled.

Kerdavid stressed, however, that he believes the
104th will fly into a bright future.

"In no way is the 104th being dismantled,
disrupted, or given away," he said. "The only
thing that is going to change is the aircraft."”

The reaction of 104th personnel to the
conversion has been mixed, with the anxiety of
the unknown tempered with the excitement of a
new mission, Kerdavid said.

"People go up and down," he said. "But, we are
going to a new airplane, doing something new,
and it is very exciting."

Brig. Gen. Michael D. Akey, commander of the
Massachusetts Air National Guard, said the
conversion will mean an increase in Barnes
personnel, including a number who may opt to
transfer here from Otis. He described the
increase at Barnes as "significant," but said the
exact number is not yet known.

Akey said his overall goal is to "take care of all
our people."

The timeline for the 104th's conversion to F-15s
is also not known, he said.

Meanwhile, Akey said that he and Col. L. Scott
Rice, director of operations for the
Massachusetts National Guard, have been
working to define missions for Otis ever since
the commission's decision came down.

These include a potential flying mission and
perhaps a space and intelligence wing that would
place the Cape Cod base in a strong position as
the Air Force expands its unmanned aircraft
capabilities.

BRAC Commission Early Bird - 8

Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.



DCN12550

Affordable housing options may be few
for those in path of BRAC

The Virginian-Pilot (Hampton Roads, VA)
Susan E. White

October 9, 2005

VIRGINIA BEACH — City housing officials
are trying to determine how much of the city’s
affordable housing could be lost to save Oceana
Naval Air Station, while low-wage residents
near the base wonder if they’ll be forced to find
new homes.

Two of the three census tracts in the city with
the highest poverty rates — bordering north and
east of Oceana — lie partly in the zone where
Virginia Beach may condemn and buy homes to
protect Oceana.

Mildred Lassiter, a mother of five grown
children, knows the area well. She grew up in
Seatack and has been a 34-year resident of
Friendship Village, near Birdneck Road.

She cannot imagine living anywhere else, but
she knows that she or her neighbors may have to
move if the city clears property around the base.

More than half of Friendship Village’s 110
apartments lie within the highest-risk accident-
potential zone around Oceana.

These apartments, which are rented based on
income, are among more than 3,400 houses,
apartments, duplexes and mobile homes within
the base’s Accident Potential Zone 1. The
Defense Base Realignment and Closure
Commission has demanded that the city roll
back this development or risk losing Oceana’s
jets to Florida.

“I don’t know what’s going to happen,” said
Lassiter, 66. “I’m just hoping and praying we
don’t have to go.”

City housing officials share those concerns since
a significant part of Virginia Beach’s most
affordable housing is around Oceana. Atlantis
Apartments and two mobile home parks —
Trailer City and Derby Run — also are at risk of
losing some of their housing units.

More than 1,000 single-family homes also are in
the target area, including a three-bedroom, 1%-
bath house that was built by South Hampton
Roads Habitat for Humanity last year.

The home gained media attention because it was
the first house built by the local Habitat group in
48 hours. The house was constructed under a
tent at the Pavilion during the 2004 annual Mid-
Atlantic Home and Garden Show, then moved to
a permanent location on Garden Drive in West
Oceana Gardens.

Helen Hayes Sommer, Habitat’s director of
development, said the group has spoken with the
homeowner, Rachel Craddock, about BRAC’s
demands.

“She is worried,” Sommer said. “We would help
her try to find some other options. But, of
course, this is Virginia Beach, and there may be
difficulty in finding other options.”

Andrew M. Friedman, the city’s housing
director, said he is trying to determine just how
many low-income residents would be affected if
the city meets BRAC’s demands. Housing
officials are looking at what percentage of the
apartment residents receive subsidized housing
assistance, including Section 8 vouchers.

The overall supply of affordable housing in
Virginia Beach is already lacking, said housing
program administrator Sharon Prescott. A recent
Virginia Tech study found the city needs at least
14,000 more units,

“There just has not been a lot of multifamily
housing built in the last few years,” Prescott
said. “And most of what has been built in
Virginia Beach has not been affordable.”

Over the past five years, the city has lost more
than 500 low-income housing units, mainly to
development. Last year, more than 900 people
were forced from Wedgewood Mobile Home
Park when it was bulldozed. Many of those
residents were poor with bad credit and lots of
debt. They struggled to find other affordable
homes.
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and natural beauty of our area, and to
concentrate on four growth areas."

Selfors explained those areas consisted of infill
development, immediate growth, future growth
areas and rural conservation areas.

Another key in capitalizing on Fort Leonard
Wood's growth was communicating the mission,
which was especially challenging with some
residents. The military installation was hastily
built during World War II. Between that war and
the Korean War it reverted to a cow pasture.
During that war it was once again revitalized,
but following the Vietnam War it lost a lot of
personnel.

"In 1995 we came out a winner but there was
still a fear that we would lose in the next round
of BRAC," said Selfors.

In 1995 Fort Leonard Wood had 22,000 people,
the Army Engineers School and 25,000 soldiers
and civilians were trained there annually. The
post had a budget of $65 million a year.

By 1999, the post had the addition of the
chemical warfare and military police schools,
$230 million in new construction was taking
place and there were 4,000 new personnel. The
post began to train 40,000 soldiers and civilians
per year and now has a budget of $120 million.

Esther Lee, deputy garrison commander at Fort
Lee, said that the post's plate is busting over
with things that are being planned for the future.
Fort Lee will gain the ordinance school currently
located in Aberdeen, Md., and the transportation
center and school, which is currently located at
Fort Eustis in the Hampton Roads area, if BRAC
is passed into law as it is currently written.

Additionally, Fort Lee will also see the
relocation of the Defense Contract Management
Agency to the post. Lee explained that the
DCMA purchases all the big equipment for the
military, including billion dollar contracts for
ships and planes.

"When all is said and done, we'll see an 80
percent increase in staff, permanent soldiers will

increase by 51 percent, civilian staff will
increase by 56 percent and soldiers in training
coming through Fort Lee will increase by 90
percent from current levels," said Lee.

"Businesses want to be positioned now," said
David Weisman, president and CEO of Logistics
Management Resources Inc. "Businesses are
going to be forming relationships with the post
now and are going to be putting their people in
place now."

Weisman said that some of those businesses
looking at locating offices near Fort Lee may
include Boeing and other big name corporations.
Lee said that this growth will be a big deal for
the surrounding communities as Congressman J.
Randy Forbes, R-4th, has described Fort Lee as
the economic engine of the region.

Opinions/ Editorials

Additional Notes
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Department of Defense Releases
N/A

National News Articles

2005 Base Realignment and Closure
Focuses on Homeland Defense and Surge
Capability Issues;

Local News Articles

Defense agency has chance to give
Cleveland, Columbus more jobs
(Washington DC)

Cleveland likely to get even more defense
jobs (Cleveland, OH)

Redstone breaks ground for missile defense
facility (Huntsville, AL)

Opinions/ Editorials
'Facts' unraveled; BRAC's case for Cecil Field
appears to be built on lies (Virginia Beach, VA)

Additional Notes
N/A

Department of Defense Releases
N/A

National News Articles

2005 Base Realignment and Closure
Focuses on Homeland Defense and Surge
Capability Issues;

Closings and Reorganizations Produce New
Opportunities for IT Vendors

PR Newswire

October 11, 2005

The Department of Defense's (DoD) Base
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) commission
used military value as its principal criterion for
evaluating bases' destinies in 2005 focusing on
homeland defense and surge capability issues,
according to a report released by INPUT, the
authority on government business.

While the BRAC commission was concerned
about savings, it looked more closely into
strategic issues in DoD's transformation. While
the majority of the projected annual savings
from this latest round of BRAC activities was
from military personnel reductions and
redeployments, the closing, realigning,
consolidating, and other activities surrounding
the bases are likely to create new opportunities
for IT vendors.

"In particular, IT vendors should see increased
activity around outsourcing of non-core DoD
functions and systems like base operations
support and administration as well as
modernization of support services," said Payton
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Congress has until the first week of November
to reject the recommendations or they
automatically become law. Rep. Ray LaHood,
R-1Il., vows to have a full House vote to try to
kill the law by the end of October, but it appears
to have little support; his motion was rejected by
a House committee two weeks ago.

Rep. Steven LaTourette, R-Ohio, says DFAS
will determine where to put new jobs largely
based on how much space is already available at
each of the five remaining sites. The BRAC
Commission already used space as a factor in
recommending Cleveland grow to 1,500 jobs,
but LaTourette says a careful inventory showed
BRAC commissioners underestimated that
available space.

"We went into this thinking there were only 300
empty desks in Cleveland and it turns out the
number is more like double that," he said.

LaTourette and Voinovich are both emphasizing
the ready-made accounting skills in the
Cleveland work force and a private-public
partnership they've helped establish to recruit
accountants.

But while the numbers are going up for the city,
LaTourette also is building a case for as many as
2,600 DFAS jobs in Cleveland. That's what he
says is possible if a new building can be
constructed on Port Authority land. The city has
proposed to lease a new high-rise to DFAS for
$14 a square foot, cheaper than the agency's
current $19 a square foot lease.

Gaddy's office has confirmed that Cleveland can
expect to take in functions from DFAS' closing
Denver offices over the next several years.
Gaddy has said he prefers to keep highly skilled
and already trained Denver employees working
in the expanded Cleveland operations, but the
average Denver employee's age is 48 and DFAS
1s already preparing to rely heavily on the local
work force when it expands its five remaining
sites.

Cleveland likely to get even more defense
jobs

BRAC Commission Early Bird

Pentagon to add at least 200 payroll positions
Cleveland Plain Dealer (Cleveland, OH)
Sabrina Eaton

October 12, 2005

Washington - Cleveland's Defense Finance and
Accounting Service office is likely to get at least
200 new jobs beyond the 1,500 that the Base
Realignment and Closure Commission ordered
that it receive, Sen. George Voinovich said
Tuesday.

DFAS Director Zack E. Gaddy gave Voinovich
the good news in a telephone conversation last
week, the Cleveland Republican senator said.

When it consolidates 26 offices around the
country into five, the Pentagon accounting
agency is likely to put more payroll jobs in
Cleveland, which already processes Navy pay,
Voinovich said.

"It is logical to put them in a place where you
already have folks doing that kind of job," said
Voinovich.

Voinovich said the DFAS office in Columbus,
which processes checks to Pentagon contractors,
is likely to get more jobs along those lines,
although Gaddy didn't estimate how many jobs
it would receive. DFAS agency spokesmen did
not respond to requests for comment,

Voinovich's news represents a sharp reversal
from the Pentagon's May recommendation to

eliminate 1,028 DFAS jobs in Cleveland and
nearly shut the office.

City leaders persuaded the base closure
commission to alter that decision and set
Cleveland's minimum number of jobs at 1,500.

The commission also decided to retain DFAS
facilities in Indianapolis, Rome, N.Y., and
Limestone, Maine.

President Bush approved the base closure
recommendations last month.
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"In this budget year, we are trying to get $40
million placed in the budget for the third phase,"
Cramer said. "It's a good problem to have. We
are going to be building (on Redstone) for
several years to come."

President Bush approved the recommendations
last month, and Congress is not expected to
make any changes. The full Congress could vote
to approve the recommendations, or, as is more
widely thought, no action by Congress before
the current session ends - called a "sunset" vote -
will allow the bill to become law.

"I believe it will pass or sunset," Cramer said.
"I'm not expecting any surprises.”

Opinions/ Editorials

'"Facts' unraveled

BRAC's case for Cecil Field appears to be
built on lies

Daily Press (Virginia Beach, VA)

October 12, 2005

"Lies, damned lies and statistics" - with this,
19th-century British Prime Minister Benjamin
Disraeli, who knew a thing or two about the
underside of government, drew a fine distinction
among different variations on the "truth," or so
legend has it.

In the case of the numbers that Florida officials

used to convince the BRAC commission that
Cecil Field would be a better place for Navy jets

than Oceana Naval Air Station, Disraeli's
characterization is right on target.

The team that testified, under oath, on behalf of
Cecil Field, said that no people lived within the
crash zone around Cecil. That there were no
homes, no churches, no other hubs of human
activity. Zero.

Turns out, that's a lie. What other name is there
to put on it?

Because it is simply inconceivable that
Jacksonville's city planning staff was unaware of
what is around Cecil Field and a nearby landing-
practice field. There are as many as 75 homes

within the primary crash zone and 850 in the
secondary zone - as well as other buildings,
including some approved by that same
department within the last few years. Yet the
information provided to the BRAC commission,
and pulled together under the Jacksonville
mayor's oversight, reflected none of this
development and use.

It is inconceivable that Jacksonville officials
could have lost track of all the structures that the
city surely knows about when it's time to collect
taxes or dispatch emergency personnel.

It is inconceivable they could have forgotten that
some are so close to the airstrip that the Navy
objected before they were built.

It is inconceivable that they forgot about the
permits issued for another 266 homes in the

crash zones, as the city has eased restrictions
around the former base.

It is inconceivable that Jacksonville and Florida
could have simply overlooked something so
relevant to their argument that Cecil Field is a
better place than Oceana for a jet base because
there's nothing near Cecil but pine trees. Come
to find out, those pine trees have a lot of human
company. '

It is inconceivable, with development being the
hot topic as the BRAC commission debated
where the Navy's East Coast master jet base
should be located, that development around
Cecil could have escaped the attention of
Jacksonville officials.

Who's caught in the headlights?

Jacksonville Mayor John Peyton. Florida Gov.
Jeb Bush, whose response is, "I'm not going to
apologize." The former Navy pilot who testified
with great effect on behalf of Jacksonville,
promising, "No one lives in the accident-
potential zones (around Cecil Field). No one."

And the Base Closure and Realignment
Commission, for there is no excuse for its
failing.
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Urges Pentagon to Keep Open Willow
Grove, Kelly Facility Commissaries
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defense (Houston, TX)

Expanded base mission on McConnell's
agenda. (Wichita, KS)

Dayton avoids "perfect storm' on BRAC

(Dayton, OH)
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N/A

Department of Defense Releases
N/A

National News Articles
N/A

Local News Articles

Chamber briefs senator on BRAC
preparations

Columbus Ledger-Enquirer (Columbus, GA)
Christopher Boyce

October 13, 2005

U.S. Sen. Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga., visited the
Greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce late
Wednesday afternoon as the Senate nears its
final vote on the Department of Defense's Base
Realignment and Closure plans.

The presentation was led by Biff Hadden, senior
vice president for military affairs for the
chamber. The chamber updated Chambliss on
local preparations for the anticipated 16,000
soldiers and family members that BRAC
eventually will bring to Fort Benning and the
surrounding area.

With the Senate voting on BRAC expected to be
completed within the next month, Chambliss
said he could not be more pleased with
Columbus' preparation.

"The soldiers are going to want to know about
housing, schools, medical supplies..." Chambliss
said, "and those questions are being addressed."
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Says Shopping Facilities Vital to 215,000
Military Personnel and Families

PR Newswire US (Harrisburg, PA)
October 12, 2005

HARRISBURG, Pa. -- Auditor General Jack
Wagner said today that he has asked the U.S.
Department of Defense Commissary Agency to
keep open the commissary and post exchange at
the Kelly Support Facility in Allegheny County
and the naval exchange at Willow Grove in
Montgomery County.

In a letter sent to Patrick Nixon, DeCA's chief
executive officer, Wagner also asked DeCA to
fast-track approval of the construction of a new
commissary in Western Pennsylvania and to
release funding already approved for
construction of a new commissary at Willow
Grove.

The Base Realignment and Closure Commission
voted in August to close the Kelly Support
Facility and Willow Grove, along with the
shopping outlets on both bases.

"It's unconscionable and unfair that our federal
government would deprive more than 215,000
Pennsylvania military families of a vital service
they depend on and have earned through their
patriotic service to our nation," Wagner said.
"This injustice must not stand."

Wagner said he is concerned that if the existing
commissaries are closed, it will be difficult to
get them reopened or to get DeCA to build new
ones. Commissaries sell milk, meat, and other
vital staples at discounts of 10 to 40 percent to
active and retired military personnel and their
families. Post and naval exchanges sell furniture,
house wares and other products.

"There was no sound military, economic or
political justification for BRAC's recent decision
to close Willow Grove and the Kelly Support
Facility," Wagner said. "It was a decision based
on poor judgment or deliberate refusal to
acknowledge the strategic value of both
facilities. Nevertheless, as unsound as BRAC's
judgment was, we need not compound its errors
by depriving vital support services, like

commissary privileges, to Pennsylvania's
military families. In a time of war, we must do
all that we can to support both our veterans and
our troops."

Wagner said the commissary closings would
also deal a blow to Pennsylvania's economy.
Many of the 45,000 military families who
purchase products at the Naval Exchange at
Willow Grove may drive or move to New Jersey
to shop at the Fort Dix commissary. Military
data indicate that military families spent about
$4.5 million shopping at the Willow Grove
naval exchange last year.

DeCA had approved construction of a new
20,000-square-foot commissary for Willow
Grove in 2003, but construction was delayed
pending BRAC's decision on whether to keep
the base open. Wagner asked Nixon to release
funds and begin construction of a new
commissary at Willow Grove, regardless of
whether the base remains open.

"Thousands of military families in southeast
Pennsylvania will continue to rely on
commissary service at Willow Grove to help
them stretch their paychecks and pensions even
if aviation activity is reduced or eliminated,"
Wagner said.

More than 170,000 military personnel and their
families spent about $10.3 million last year at
the Kelly Support Facility's commissary and
post exchange. Wagner said that sales could rise
by an additional 25 percent if a new commissary
were built in Western Pennsylvania, on vacant
land adjacent to the 99th Regional Readiness
Command Headquarters in Moon.

Wagner and retired Maj. Gen. John G. Brosky,
co-chairman of the Military Affairs Council of
Western Pennsylvania, submitted a special 20-
page report in July to BRAC, urging the
Pentagon to preserve commissary service at the
Kelly Support Facility and to construct a new
commissary in Moon.

Maj. Gen. Jessica L. Wright, adjutant general at
the Dept. of Military and Veterans Affairs at
Fort Indiantown Gap in Annville, Pa., supported
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The realignment of Ellington, some say, will
ensure Ellington will constantly be stocked with
a small contingent of combat ready F-16s, a
proposition that, according to Hammad will
ultimately be more costly then Ellington
maintaining its own squadron of F-16s.

More costly

"The numbers just don't add up," he said. "This
proposal will be more costly to the taxpayer in
the long haul."

He added that coordinating the constant
upheaval of multiple Guard units drains Air
Force bases of personnel, resources and time. A
clumsy calculation by a unit bent on saving
money.

"It will cost more to operate small detachments
out of Ellington then for us to operate our own
detachment," Hammad said. Money aside, some
worry that fighter pilots not trained in Houston
will undoubtedly be unfamiliar with the Gulf
Coast territory, leading to an increase in crucial
reaction time.

With a minimal amount of F-16s rotating in and
out of Ellington, flown by terrain blind pilots,
Pentagon officials sincerely reassured "rightfully
worried" Congressman Tom DeLay and Sen.
Kay Bailey Hutchinson that San Antonio could
shield Houston in case of an emergency.
"(Pentagon officials) assumed San Antonio
could defend Houston," Hammad said "They
assumed wrong."

San Antonio's F-16 squadron, the 82nd Training
Wing, operates out of Kelly Air Force base.
However, Kelly's F-16s remain for training
purposes only.

During discussions, some BRAC members
raised concerns about the age of Ellington's
fleet.

Oldest planes
"Ellington and Fargo maintain the oldest F-16s

in the Air Force," said M.Sgt. Craig Wiseman,
an F-16 engine mechanic for the 147th.

Ellington's F-16s were constructed in the early
80s, accumulating a hefty 7,000 individual hours
of flight time since then. The Air Force
decommissions all aircraft that surpass 8,000
hours. So, "it stands to reason these are the
fighters to go."

This is not the first major transition Ellington
Field has endured.

"We've converted to a different mission three
times since I've been here," Wiseman, the
mechanic, said. And with the new generation of
Lockheed Martin's superior F-35 Joint Strike
fighters filtering into active duty units, "there is
always a chance we can still get manned fighters
in the future."

The Predator drones arrive June 2006, with this
major transition scheduled for completion in
2009. Many military personnel and resources
can expect reassignment. During this four-year
evolution period, "it is possible for Washington
to change its mind," Hammad said, adding, "It
makes for better defense and a healthier budget
for Ellington to maintain its own fighter
squadron.”

Expanded base mission on McConnell's
agenda.

Refurbishing the KC-135 refueling fleet will
start right away, and other training could be
based in Wichita, officials say.

The Wichita Eagle (Wichita, KS)

Brent D. Wistrom

October 13, 2005

McConnell Air Force Base will begin
refurbishing its aging fleet of KC-135 refueling
planes as early as the end of October.

A base official and two Kansas congressmen
said the base's future also could include training
for operators of unmanned planes and an
expansion of the Air National Guard's
intelligence mission.

The announcements followed a base tour that
brought together Sen. Pat Roberts, R-Kan., Rep.
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information technology activities — and to
make sure the region's IT capabilities are known.

During the BRAC process, "There just wasn't a
great awareness or appreciation of all the IT that
goes on in the Dayton community," Haley said.

Opinions/ Editorials

Additional Notes
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Now More than Ever, Military Base
Closures Should Move Forward, Six
Citizen and Policy Groups Tell Congress

U.S. Newswire
October 13, 2005

Fifteen years of positive economic experience
and $37 billion in post-Katrina budget savings
are just two reasons why Congress should
support the next Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) round, according to a statement sent to
lawmakers from a half dozen taxpayer and
policy groups. The project is the brainchild of
the 350,000-member National Taxpayers Union
(NTU), and was unveiled in advance of an
expected vote later this month on a "resolution
of disapproval” that could stop the fifth
installment of the time-tested BRAC process.

"BRAC saves money, makes the military more
efficient, puts thousands of acres of land back on
local tax rolls, and brings new jobs and new
money to listed communities," according to the
open letter to Congress. "(The) net savings of
$37 billion over the next 20 years ... could be
used to improve the quality of life for our men
and women in uniform, be invested in
modernized weapons systems, or returned to
taxpayers."

Signatories of the letter, which collectively
represent millions of concerned citizens, were
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same place, an integrated health care system for
the [National Capital Area]."

With such a tight deadline, the Integration
Steering Committee, which includes key
members from area facilities and the Multi-
Service Market Office, is calculating each
clinics' space and functional needs. The
committee is also trying to ensure different
departments fit together within the facility. For
example, the Integration Steering Commiittee
may decide to locate radiology near oncology
and orthopedics. This information will be vital
to the architect designing the new facilities.

Planners say consideration must be given to the
mission; estimated direct-care workload;
planned graduate medical education, training
and research; future staffing and manpower;
equipment and technology assumptions; and
information systems.

Officials hope to have more answers after an
Oct. 26 offsite meeting, where they discuss
organizational structure, leadership roles and
responsibilities, and the joint facility's mission.

Malanoski, however, said Walter Reed
personnel won't be packing up their belongings
and transferring to Bethesda anytime soon. He
said the project's current phase is not about
hiring and firing, but rather blending the
resources between the two institutions. Doctors
will continue commuting to each facility for the
foreseeable future -- the two facilities still need
to be manned, he pointed out.

"Right now, it's important to emphasize
cooperation, not competition," the deputy
director said.

If Congress accepts the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission's recommendations, the
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center
integration will be complete by 2011 and would
consist of about 350 beds with other renovated
or new facilities at Bethesda. The Fort Belvoir
community hospital would serve as the major
satellite teaching hospital south, officials
explained. Initial plans call for it to expand to
about 150 beds. Congress has until mid-

BRAC Commission Early Bird

November to accept or reject the
recommendations in its entirety. Congress can
not make changes to the list.

In August, the commanders delivered a united
message that military health care services in the
National Capital Area will no longer operate in
an independent fashion.

"This is not my vision. This is not his vision.
This is our vision of where we are headed,"
Farmer said.

"The key here is this -- we don't make the
decision [regarding the Base Realignment and
Closure], but we're not going to let that stop us
from proceeding to where we need to be,"
Robinson said. "Where we need to be is a
nationally recognized tertiary health care system
that focuses on world class research...that
focuses on quality patient care...and that focuses
on Graduate...Education.”

Millions in projects to enhance Vance AFB
The Enid News and Eagle (Enid, OK)
Robert Barron

October 13, 2005

Millions of dollars in projects are planned for
Vance Air Force Base, which will take on added
missions under Base Realignment and Closure
recommendations expected to gain final
approval soon.

Mike Cooper, BRAC point man for Vance
Development Authority, said one of those
projects, for a new west gate, will total about
$14 million. The gate is a security issue for the
base and will contain a visitor center and truck
turnaround.

Vance also is set to receive about $14 million in
unappropriated funds from Air Education and
Training Command, he said. From those funds,
work will be done at Kegelman Auxiliary Field
near Great Salt Plains Lake, he said, and $3
million will be used for various other projects,
including the base bowling alley, veterinary
clinic and improvements to the Vance library.
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Jet-noise zone restrictions develop
Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, Virginia)

Jon W. Glass

October 13, 2005

VIRGINIA BEACH -- The city Planning
Commission on Wednesday unanimously
endorsed rules that would restrict the
development of new homes and hotels in jet-
noise zones around Oceana Naval Air Station.

Commission members played down concerns
that the proposed restrictions would undermine
redevelopment efforts at the resort.

"This will not create a situation where no
reasonable use is allowed," said Dot Wood, the
commission's chairwoman.

If adopted by the City Council, the restrictions
would be part of a proposed overlay district
encompassing jet-noise zones that average 70
decibels or more. That covers about 30,000 acres
of land, including much of the resort and other
prime sections of the city.

The Navy views residential uses in those zones
as incompatible with Oceana's mission.

The new rules would not prevent property
owners from building homes or hotels on land
already zoned for them. But if City Council
approval were needed for a rezoning or a use
permit, those uses would be denied - unless
there was no other "reasonable” use of the
property that the Navy considered compatible.

For example, planners said the city probably
would not reject a rezoning for homes on a
parcel surrounded by residential neighborhoods,
if a use the Navy viewed as compatible -- such
as an industrial or manufacturing plant -- was
not a reasonable development there.

If approved, the overlay district would make
hotels along an approximately 12-block stretch
of Oceanfront, from around 33rd Street to
Cavalier Lane, an incompatible use.

"I don't think that has ever been done in the
history of this city," said R.J. Nutter II, a lawyer
representing hotel owners. "It's a serious issue."

Property owners in the western half of the city's
transition area, roughly between North Landing
and Indian River roads, would see some of the
most severe restrictions. The rules would reduce
maximum density in that area from one house
per acre to one house per 5 acres in noise zones
averaging 70 to 75 decibels, and one house per
15 acres in noise zones greater than 75 decibels.

"Taking people's property by zoning decree is
not right," said Bill Lee, who owns land on
Indiar_l River Road.

Virginia Beach officials agreed to enact the
overlay district as part of a joint land-use study
with the Navy completed last May. Since then,
however, the federal Defense Base Realignment
and Closure Commission mandated the
development restrictions as a condition of
keeping the fighter jets at Oceana.

Navy officials representing the jet base support
the overlay. :

"It's a good product; we like it," said Cmdr. John
C. Lauterbach Jr., a special legal adviser to
Oceana's commanding officer.

The overlay also had backing from the city's
business community.

Tim Faulkner, an officer with Breeden Co., a
real estate development firm, called the
restrictions "a first step in the process to retain
Oceana," Virginia Beach's largest employer.

But some business leaders have begun to raise
questions since the restrictions became part of
the BRAC ultimatum. The most controversial
condition requires Virginia Beach, Chesapeake
and the state to create a program to condemn and
buy homes and businesses in the high-risk
accident-potential zones around Oceana.

R. Edward Bourdon, an attorney representing
affected property owners, said the restrictions
could cripple redevelopment plans for 19th
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when thousands lined the streets to welcome
BRAC commissioners.

Hall said the community shouldn’t give up the
partnerships that formed across the region and
across political backgrounds.

“We need to keep that team together,” he said, in
particular to help fill the void caused by job
losses at RRAD and LSAAP.

Earlier on Wednesday, the North East Texas
Workforce Development Board hosted the first
of three BRAC planning sessions to begin
dealing with the BRAC-related job losses at Red
River and Lone Star.

“We really wanted to set the stage as far as
expectations for the group,” said Randy Reed,
the board’s deputy executive director. He said
the board has the responsibility to address work
force issues that may arise from the BRAC
process.

Reed said the board and other groups involved
in the process will meet again in the upcoming
weeks to shape ideas and form a consensus.

“Our ultimate goal is to have a plan in place by
the end of December,” he said.

The chamber of commerce, government
officials, private industry and Red River
Redevelopment Authority are some of the
groups involved in the effort, Reed said.

Carlow, who attended the meeting, said about
650 jobs could be lost at the defense complex
because of BRAC, “which is a lot in our
economy, but not as bad as 4,000.”

Opinions/ Editorials
Additional Notes

BRAC Commission Early Bird

Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.



DCN12550

DN 107y
Defense Base Closure ﬂllﬂ Reallgnmem Commission

EARLY

October 17, 2005

Department of Defense Releases
N/A

National News Articles
House committee backs base-closure

proposals

Base-closing opponents are down to their
final options

Enclaved Base Personnel Could Become
Contingency Response Groups

Local News Articles
Ellington Field might be getting second
chance (San Antonio, TX)

Bottling The BRAC Potion (New London,
CT)

Sub Base Fight Highlights Region's
Strengths And Needs (New London, CT)

BRAC Victory Should Offer The Model For
Teamwork (New London, CT)

Opinions/ Editorials
It's Important To Learn From Our Failures
(New London, CT)

Additional Notes
N/A

Department of Defense Releases
N/A

National News Articles

House committee backs base-closure
proposals

Member questions savings from previous
rounds

Air Force Times

Rick Maze

October 17, 2005

With a question left hanging about whatever
happened to the savings from past base-closing
rounds, a House committee voted 43-14 to
endorse the proposals of the independent Base
Closure and Realignment Commission.

The vote, on a motion to approve or reject the
panel’s recommendations, is a sign that little can
be done to save the several dozen bases targeted
for closure and the hundreds more due for
realignment, including seven significant
reductions, that were approved by the bipartisan
commmission.

Technically, the recorded vote came on a motion
to oppose a resolution of disapproval, a sort of
double negative in which “yes” votes supported
base closings and “no” votes opposed the
recommendations.

Rep. Ray LaHood, R-111., concemed about his
district losing the 183rd Fighter Wing, is the
chief sponsor of the resolution, which now goes
to the House floor.
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WASHINGTON Hopes are dimming, but not
yet extinguished, among those opposing the
base-closing plan approved by President George
W. Bush and now before Congress.

Two hopes remain for legislators in Missouri
and Illinois who are concerned about a number
of the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission's decisions. They are: That the
measure of disapproval introduced by Rep. Ray
LaHood, R-Ill., is adopted by the full House and
moves to the Senate for a vote. That the court
cases filed by Illinois, Missouri, Pennsylvania,
Connecticut and a handful of other states, over
elements of the BRAC recommendations such as
closing of Air National Guard bases, get decided
in favor of the states.

Missouri officials were angered by plans to send
more than 2,000 defense jobs out of St. Louis
and to close the 131st Air National Guard
Fighter Wing at Lambert Field, while Illinois
officials oppose the plans to take the planes from
the 1283rd Fighter Wing in Springfield.

LaHood's measure got more negative than
positive votes in the House Armed Services
Committee but may still come up for a vote by
the full House.

For Congress to kill the base-closing plan, the
disapproval measure must clear the House and
then the Senate. Missouri's two Republican
senators, Christopher "Kit" Bond and Jim
Talent, had indicated last month that they would
vote against the base-closing plan. But they have
decided not to introduce a measure of
disapproval in the Senate.

"There was not enough support in the House or
the Senate to carry it," said Talent spokesman
Rich Chrismer. "Sen. Talent believes if you try
something knowing it will not get many votes,
you tend to weaken your position."

Congress has 45 legislative days from the time it
received the plan from the White House to vote
to kill the measure, otherwise it is adopted. That
period expires around Nov. 8.

BRAC Commission Early Bird

Because key senators, such as Republicans John
Thune, S.D., and Olympia Snowe, Maine, along
with Democrat Joe Lieberman, D-Conn., were
relieved when the BRAC Commission saved
their bases, it's unlikely that Congress will vote
against the plan, analysts say. They noted the
overwhelming committee vote against LaHood's
plan.

"Since the House Armed Services committee
last month rejected by a vote of 43 to 14 an
attempt to block BRAC, it's clear that the
proposal won't pass the House," said Bond
spokesman Rob Ostrander. "Unfortunately, the
lack of support in the House to derail BRAC
makes action in the Senate a moot point."”

Meanwhile, court cases await, and if Congress
fails to reject the BRAC plan and it becomes
law, that is likely to spur rulings on those cases.

Andrew Ross, a spokesman for Illinois Gov.
Rod Blagojevich, said the governor "still hopes
the Congress makes the right decision and
rejects the BRAC recommendations." If not,
Ross said, "Gov. Blagojevich believes we are
certainly prepared to go back to court, because
our case is solid."

Illinois, like some other states, lost its effort to
get a quick ruling before Bush sent the plan to
Congress; the state's case remains with the Court
of Appeals in Chicago.

Enclaved Base Personnel Could Become
Contingency Response Groups

Inside the Air Force

October 14, 2005

Air National Guard and National Guard Bureau
officials have begun work on an initiative that
would utilize personnel at certain military bases
enclaved during the base realignment and
closure process for new quick-response teams, a
service official told Inside the Air Force this
week.

These envisioned "contingency response
groups" (CRGs) would support deployed forces
tasked with establishing bases on foreign
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were ordered to shutter or downsize and said if
Ellington "is strategic in the eyes of the
governor, it is strategic to me."

"Unless the BRAC language becomes law and
precludes me from putting the right capabilities
in Ellington to be useful to homeland defense
and future support to homeland security
operations, I intend to (expand) Ellington's
capability to respond in the future for those
kinds of roles," he told the San Antonio Express-
News.

The battle to save Ellington, a city-run facility
15 miles south of downtown Houston, goes back
decades. Now used by the military, NASA and
civilian air carriers, Ellington was deactivated in
1920 and used only for practice landings by
pilots at Kelly Field in San Antonio. It was
resurrected in World War II and designated an
Air Force base in 1947 but was handed over to
the city in 1984.

Just how important Ellington is became clear in
the days after the 2005 Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Commission, commonly called
BRAC, in late August stripped the installation of
its famed 147th Fighter Wing — the unit in
which President Bush flew as a young Air
National Guard officer.

The base, which will lose 500 personnel from
the wing as part of the realignment order,
emerged as a hub of rescue and recovery activity
in the wake of Rita. Army and Coast Guard
helicopters took off and landed, while F-16C
Fighting Falcons scrambled twice — once for a
tour of the region by Bush.

"One of the biggest learning points about these
two operations, Rita and Katrina, for the
Houston area is the need for a robust military
presence somewhere in Southeast Texas along
the western Gulf Coast that has the capability to
respond both on surface, air and water," said
wing chief Col. Lanny McNeely, who noted
Ellington's resources made it a logical site for
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
and other agencies.

Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Sue Ellen Turner, a
BRAC commissioner from San Antonio, said
the National Guard has "some latitude" to
modify its bases, and she expects Blum and
others will look at the issue in light of this year's
storm season.

"A quick-response staging area," she added,
"certainly would be a valuable asset."

Gov. Rick Perry believes Ellington is a "vital
strategic facility" given its proximity to the
coastal petrochemical industry, and the region's
ports, which have been used for commercial and
military shipping, said his spokesman Robert
Black.

The Texas Guard's commander, Maj. Gen.
Charles G. Rodriguez, called Ellington a
"strategic" installation with "all the kinds of
things that will allow for expansion" and
contingency operations.

He said the facility would undergo a
transformation — not be eliminated — but that
"if it were to disappear, it would be a huge loss."

Big changes are coming to Texas and the
nation's 53 other National Guard organizations
as a result of this year's BRAC.

Ellington and other guard bases will lose aging
fighters as the Air Force dramatically reduces
the number of planes in its inventory to cut costs
and make room for the F-22 Raptor.

The jet, touted for its stealth, speed and
survivability in penetrating sophisticated enemy
air defenses, is troubled by its high cost.

The Texas Guard's 88 armories will be cut in
half under this year's base closure blueprint, with
the oldest and most inefficient facilities in
remote parts of the state shuttering.

Armed Forces Reserve Centers to be built after
2010 would replace those facilities and house
troops from the Guard, the Navy, Marines and
Army Reserve.
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What Gov. Rell and her staff will learn,
however, is that the region is mobilizing to carry
out some of the same work on its own through
its regional agencies, the Southeastern
Connecticut Enterprise Region, and
Southeastern Connecticut Council of
Governments and Chamber of Commerce of
Eastern Connecticut.

There is a need to bring together the “team,” but
not a need to reinvent the wheel with regard to
economic planning,

The BRAC fight demonstrated the value of
coordinated work by the state, region and
congressional offices. That's the potion that
ought to be bottled, and the governor's
commission is a good start in that direction. The
approach has great promise as long as everyone
is treated as an equal, and this doesn't become a
case of “We're from the state and we're here to
help you.” That's the way it used to be, before
BRAC.

Sub Base Fight Highlights Region's
Strengths And Needs

New London Day (New London, CT)
Greg Stone

October 16, 2005

After the sprawling, 1,800-acre Lowry Air Force
Base near Denver closed in 1994, the region
around the base united and the following decade
redeveloped the base into a thriving community
of homes and businesses that contributes more to
the local economies than the base did.

Could Southeastern Connecticut have managed
the same success if the submarine base were to
have been closed?

Probably not, the way the region is organized for
economic development today.

While the Denver area was redeveloping Lowry,
the former Norwich Hospital in Norwich and
Preston, the shuttered Naval Undersea Warfare
Center in New London and decommissioned
Seaside Regional Center on Waterford's Long

Island Sound waterfront have remained
undeveloped.

Without the immediate threat of a base closing,
there appears to be little will to change the way
economic development is managed. Towns will
continue competing for developers to sustain
their property-tax bases rather than cooperate.

Most of the leaders at a forum at The Day earlier
this month on economic development after the
the last round of base closings acknowledged
they probably won't radically change the way
they go after new business, at least until the state
reforms its tax system.

But the view wasn't unanimous.

Thomas A. Sheridan, president of the Chamber
of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut, argued
that the region's failure to develop the Norwich
Hospital property and surplus state land in
Waterford was evidence of the need for a
stronger organization to carry out economic
development.

And Thomas Marano, an economic development
expert for Northeast Utilities who has studied
regions where large military bases had closed,
said that the successes he observed resulted from
strong regional leadership. He cited the example
of Lowry, which was closed in 1994 and today
is a thriving community of new businesses,
residential developments and educational
institutions. The plan produced more prosperity
for the area than the base had, he said. But
before that could happen, neighboring
communities had to bury their differences and
cooperate, he said. It took strong leadership.

Sheridan speculated that this region could not
have pulled off the Lowry project, which was
completed in about the same time as Norwich
Hospital has been on the market.

“Certainly the BRAC (Base Closing and
Realignment) process is a superb example of
what we can do. We left our politics at the door.
But there are other examples of poor leadership.
Norwich Hospital is one example. Twelve years
and millions of dollars lost,” he said.
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economic development, is constrained by state
laws.

Still, nobody is really in charge.

Even though the fortunes of towns are
connected, you would never know it, stated
William Sheehan, who has served in a variety of
volunteer government roles in Waterford. The
towns, competing for businesses that bring in
property taxes, plan for their development and
zone their land on their own.

“Our structures of government can't work
together without a formal agreement,” he said.

The leaders talked about their successes in
forging regional agreements, such as in
supplying water. Towns cooperate in purchasing
goods and providing some services. The
legislature has passed laws that permit them to
share in the operation and revenues of industrial
parks. But economic development, tied as it has
been to property taxes, has remained largely
outside the realm of regional management even
in cases such as Norwich Hospital when the
impact is felt by the entire area.

Congdon, of Preston, chafes at the idea posed by
leaders like Ledyard Mayor Susan Mendenhall
of Ledyard, who wants to treat properties such
as the former hospital campus as “regional
assets, in which towns share the cost of
developing the property, but also the resulting
tax revenues.

The development of waterfront property
occupied by Seaside Regional Center remained
in Waterford's hands after the center was closed
by the state. Even the decommissioned Naval
Undersea Warfare Center in New London was
redeveloped as a local asset.

The limitations upon regional development are
compounded by other problems confronting
development in southeastern Connecticut: a
shortage of affordable housing and labor,
increasingly crowded highways and, in the case
of the pharmaceutical industry that is supposed
to be one of the pillars of the local economy, the
absence of a medical research university or
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hospital. Janet Pearce, president of the United
Way of Southeastern Connecticut, described a
lack of focus on social services.

If anything stood out about the BRAC fight for
the group, it seemed to be the spirit of
cooperation that was displayed. Alice
Fitzpatrick, president of the Community
Foundation of Southeastern Connecticut, noted:

“One of the building blocks is a sense of good
will. There are a lot of people here who want to
make the place better. They are looking for the
opportunity. Of the city-states in Italy that
survived, they were the ones that had choral
societies and such things.”

Donna Simpson, executive director of the

Connecticut Convention and Visitors Bureau,
suggested that the process of reaching a more
effective level of organization would be slow.

“We need some small successes in the wake of
BRAC to show that we can work together. We

need to get small things done and if we do, we

can do some of the bigger things. There are lot
of places that don't have shared values.”

BRAC Victory Should Offer The Model
For Teamwork

New London Day (New London, CT)

Thomas E. Marano '
October 16, 2005

With the threatened loss of the submarine base
past, will southeastern Connecticut wait for the
next crisis before it cooperates regionally again?
Will we return to “business-as-usual,” where
local “home rule” regularly trumps regional
cooperation? Will the area continue to rely on a
fickle defense industry, casinos and the tenuous
presence of one pharmaceutical giant to keep its
economy afloat?

Or, seriously try to diversify?

These questions will soon be answered as the
region begins to consider its Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy. Regional
economic development ought to be the new
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action steps assigned to several regional
development agencies.

The region has all the pieces in place. But will
southeastern Connecticut show the persistence
necessary to execute its plan? Can 21 towns,
SeCTeR, SCCOG and the regional chamber
work together well enough and long enough to
see it through? The CEDS Implementation
Committee needs to effectively rally the region
around its vision. Towns need to work together
(and with the state) to fund the key activities
outlined in the plan, using creative financing
mechanisms like pooling resources for certain
redundant services. Regional leaders need to
create lasting links with the rest of Connecticut
and neighboring Rhode Island, which shares its
interstate economy and work force.

The region has the chance to set a new state
standard of regional cooperation and economic
progress. If it happens, great rewards await. If
not, the next round of BRAC lurks.

Opinions/ Editorials

It's Important To Learn From Our
Failures

New London Day (New London, CT)
Thomas A. Sheridan

October 16, 2005

The region united to fight the threatened closure
of the sub base. It's a wonderful example of what
can be accomplished when a group of citizens
with strong leadership and determination devote
themselves to the common good of the region.

So, how we can build upon that spirit of
cooperation, with its energy and organization?
What can we capture from that experience? How
can this model be used to help avoid the

- dysfunctions that have plagued the well-
intentioned efforts to redevelop significant
properties in our region such as the former
Norwich Hospital in Preston and Norwich and
the former Seaside Regional Center in
Waterford?

The latest blueprint to build a healthy and
diversified economy in the region, the
Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy (CEDS) for eastern Connecticut, states
as its first goal that the region must promote
effective ways to enhance collaboration around
economic development and unites the region
around a common cause. As in the BRAC
efforts, we must find ways to engage the most
talented and experienced people in economic
development. We must put aside our parochial
and political differences and learn to work in the
interest of the entire region.

Something is amiss in our current system that
has prevented the Norwich Hospital property
from being redeveloped for 12 years. This
failure has resulted in the loss of corporate, state
and property-tax revenue from this prime piece
of property, $3.5 million spent by the state to
attract a developer, and the ongoing security and
maintenance costs. These numbers add up to a
staggering liability for state taxpayers. We must
also add to this the significant loss of jobs to the
region and the ongoing liability for taxpayers.

Similar failures have plagued the redevelopment
of the Seaside Regional Center in Waterford.
This valuable piece of state surplus property,
offered to and rejected by the town, has been
slated for development for the past 10 years,
Development has stalled while the state
continues to absorb the ongoing security,
maintenance, liability and environmental costs.
Again the loss of property-tax revenue for the
town and the ongoing liability for the taxpayer
adds up to another significant financial burden
for the taxpayer. Surely we can agree that the
current process for redeveloping state surplus
property is ineffective. Imagine on top of this if
we were confronted with redeveloping the Naval
Submarine Base.

Needed: Incentives to cooperate

The BRAC fight showed we can do better at
working together. But in order to do so we need
strong state leadership with incentives to
cooperate. As it is, we have 22 independent and
competing local governments in eastern
Connecticut looking out for the interests of
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Change is in your hands, reserve chief
tells Soldiers

Army News Service

Col. Randy Pullen

October 17, 2005

WASHINGTON (Army News Service, October
17, 2005)-Army Reserve Chief, Lt. Gen. James
R. Helmly discussed the great changes that had
taken place, were taking place and that were
going to take place as he addressed Army
Reserve Soldiers attending the Association of
the United States Army’s Annual Meeting Oct.
5.

“If it’s going to change, I can’t do it,” Helmly
said to the large group of Army Reserve Soldiers
before him. “You’ve got to change it. The Army
Reserve that you and I joined is not the Army
Reserve needed for this century. We have to
change to meet the conditions of the world,” he
said.

Helmly used the example of a training simulator
to explain the sort of quick-thinking, adaptive
men and women needed to transform the Army
Reserve. In the newest simulators, he said, the
terrain changes and new situations suddenly
come up before you, calling for you to make
immediate decisions — don’t fire at that woman
holding the baby, do fire at that guy in the ski
mask holding a detonator. That’s a far cry from
the old, 25-meter target range where you know
just where the targets are going to pop up and
that you shoot at them no matter what.
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There are also plans to create eight sustainment
brigades and four deployable command posts.

Changes underway

Helmly said that the changes he was describing
were already underway and would continue to
occur in the very near future. BRAC
implementation would start in 2006, following
the approval of the BRAC recommendations.

“Five to six years from now, we’ll look, act and
be entirely different than we are now,” he said,
with new equipment, a different command
structure and fewer but more modern reserve
centers.

“We’ll still be American Soldiers,” he added,
emphasizing that no matter what changes, “our
values won’t change.”

He quoted Army chief of staff Gen. Peter J.
Schoomaker: “Our values are sacrosanct,
everything else is on the table.”

No alternative but to transform

Helmly acknowledged that all the changes
would be hard but there was no alternative but to
transform. He castigated those who would prefer
an easier path than the one the Army Reserve is
embarked on now.

“Some folks may want to go back to the way it

used to be after I leave,” he said, noting that he

was scheduled to stop down as Reserve chief in
May 2006. “Shame on you if you do so.”

As he did when he began his remarks, Helmly
again thanked the men and women before him,
and through them, the thousands more serving
around the country and around the world.

“We serve the American people,” Helmly said.
“We guarantee the rights of the people. When

we’re called, the American people want to see

action from us, boots on the ground.”

Reiterating what the Army chief of staff said the
day before about not letting the terrorists win,
Helmly left no doubt that this same pledge

BRAC Commission Early Bird

would be upheld by him and by every Army
Reserve Soldier. Like the Army values, this
commitment is unchangeable.

Local News Articles

Take broad view of fort's needs
Asbury Park Press (Asbury Park, NJ)
October 18, 2005

The Fort Monmouth Reuse Committee's primary
task is to form a regional development authority
to determine how to use the 1,100 acres of Fort
Monmouth if the Army post is closed as
recommended by the Base Realignment and
Closure commission. It must stick to that task. It
should not venture beyond it by proposing or
endorsing specific redevelopment plans for any
portion of the site.

The mothballing of the military base, which
could become official with congressional
approval of the BRAC recommendations as
early as this week, will be painful for the fort's
employees and the region's economy. But it also
presents opportunities.

It's important that the opportunities are not
missed by proceeding piecemeal without a well-
thought out, comprehensive master plan for the
entire site. That plan should be developed by
people with special expertise in land-use and re-
use planning. That means seeking out expertise
from well beyond the three towns that host the
fort — Eatontown, Oceanport and Tinton Falls.

Last week, Eatontown Mayor Gerald J.
Tarantolo, who also is chairman of the reuse
committee, sought and received Borough
Council approval to "pursue all avenues
available" in enlisting the support of area
congressional representatives to sway the Army
to support the borough's plan to redevelop the
vacant 40-acre Howard Commons housing site
at the fort.

That plan may or may not be the best use for the
site. But it should not be acted on until it is
viewed in the context of an overall master plan
by the regional development authority.
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keeping stalls cleaner and minimizing odor. To
maximize comfort, they installed a radiant heat
barrier and put a high-velocity fan in each stall
to circulate fresh air. They also put in a tankless
water heater and shower -- for people.

In all, they have sunk a few hundred thousand
dollars in the project and expect to spend at least
several tens of thousands more to finish,
Stephanie Stalvey said.

But the couple has halted construction on the
stable. Besides being uncertain of the complex's
viability should the 117-decibel F/A-18 Super
Hornets come to Cecil, they have been
consumed with fighting to preserve the quiet
equestrian lifestyle they sought when they
bought their land.

Jewel and Dewey Griffin's family has been
involved in horses in the area since the couple
opened a riding stable in 1957. But while their
Diamond D Stables has long been a Westside
institution, the Navy's departure from the former
base shifted their business to a higher gear.

Before, Jewel Griffin said, their 90 stalls
averaged about 20 percent vacancy. Today, they
have a waiting list.

Between the Griffins and their children, they
make a living from horses and roughly 500
contiguous acres. One daughter is a horse
trainer, while another is a horse veterinarian
practicing on the Westside. And these days, their
son, Michael Griffin, operates the riding stables
as well as corporate parties and group field trips
on a 10-acre private park.

"We're right in the flight zone," Griffin said.
"We know it's not going to be something people
will enjoy as much as they do now."

What's really flourished for Michael Griffin
since the Navy left is his horse trailer dealership.
The three-and-a-half-year-old Diamond D

Trailers has grown steadily, averaging more than.

35 million in annual sales since it opened.

The equestrian center has been an excellent
marketing vehicle for the dealership, which

displays trailers during events.

"I did feasibility studies of businesses that do
real well near equestrian centers, and trailer
dealers were one of them," he said. "We sell
hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of
trailers every time they have a major event."

But Griffin and others worry the presence of
Navy jets will hurt the center in the long run as
competitors grow weary of the noise, or worse,
if riders and horses become injured when the
roar of an engine causes horses to rear up. He
said that being creatures of habit, horses living
near Cecil would get used to the noise but at
least some four-legged visitors would get
spooked for the short time they're in town.

Williams, the center's director, is concerned
about the possibility of Navy jets flying over,
but she's not dwelling on it because the Navy is
not likely to arrive before 2009. And while she
said there are important issues to address prior to
that happening, "We have been assured by the
mayor's office that we will be a big part of the
conversation so we can keep the building

going."

Meanwhile, business is good. Since the center
opened in March 2004, its use has increased as
planned, perhaps even a little ahead of schedule.
There are more than 35 events booked for 2006,
many of which will last for more than a day.

"We're attracting the types of regional shows we
really wanted to," Williams said.

The North Florida Dressage Association, the
local sponsor for the recent competition, is
tracking the Cecil issue closely, said President
Mary O'Brien.

"If they do fly over [during shows], I don't see it
[the center] as a viable showplace," she said. "I
hope they can work it out.”

At a recent press conference Mayor John Peyton
said he wants the Navy to share any plans it has
to mitigate any of the impacts it will create.
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impetus for finding a better way to handle base
closures.

Pork, pelicans and Louisiana
Washington Post (Washington DC)
Newt Gingrich and Veronique de Rugy
October 18, 2005

A month after Hurricane Katrina destroyed
much of the Gulf Coast, Louisiana's
congressional delegation has presented
Washington with a request for $250 billion in
federal reconstruction funds for Louisiana alone.
That's more than $50,000 per person in the state.
And since the entire country will foot the bill, it
will cost $1,900 per American household. This
money would come on top of the $62 billion that
Congress has already appropriated for
emergency relief and in addition to payouts from
businesses, national charities and insurers. The
long-term cost will be even greater because this
is adding to the deficit, and our children and
grandchildren will pay interest on the debt for
years.,

While we all feel for Louisiana's residents,
there are limits to what American taxpayers can
— and should — be asked to contribute on top
of their already large tax bill. More worrisome,
too much federal largesse can have negative
consequences on behavior. What are the odds,
for instance, of more responsible behavior by
state and local officials when the federal
government picks up all costs? And will private
individuals and businesses make sound
decisions — purchasing insurance to cover risks,
for example — when Uncle Sam bails out poor
choices?

Moreover, there are macroeconomic issues. A
$250 billion spending package necessarily
means $250 billion of money no longer available
for private-sector activity. Research from the
academic community has confirmed the adverse
impact of government spending on economic
performance. Even traditionally left-wing
international bureaucracies, such as the
European Commission, have published research
confirming that larger levels of government are
associated with weaker economic growth.

In addition, one's compassion and generosity
is tested when one realizes that the Louisiana
lawmakers have stuffed the 440-page bill with
numerous items that have nothing to do with
hurricane relief. This pork barrel spending
includes: $120 million for a laboratory facilities
and equipment at the Southern Regional
Research Center, $35 million for the Louisiana
Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board, $8
million for direct financial assistance to alligator
farmers, $25.5 million to complete the
Sugarcane Research Laboratory, $12 million for
the restoration of wildlife management areas and
$28 million for the restoration and rehabilitation
of forestlands. The Louisiana legislators appear
committed to grabbing as much as they can even
if they cannot spend it effectively. For instance,
they request $7 billion for rebuilding evacuation
and energy supply routes on top of $5 billion for
expansion of road and transit capacity. They also
demand $20 million for the establishment of
development plans for development districts in
the State of Louisiana.

They ask for $150 million for small business
loans fund and tax breaks on top of $50 billion
in block grants. But they also ask for lost sales
revenues for many commercial entities. For
instance, they request $27 million for lost
timber-sales revenues from the Pearl River
Wildlife Management Area and $250,000 for
dairy-cattle losses of dairy producers along with
$11 million for livestock losses.

The Louisianans also request $715 million for
diverse military construction projects, including
$160 million to implement the 2005
recommendations of the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Commission related to the
Federal city development in Algiers, La. Even
with imagination it is hard to see what this has to
do with Hurricane Katrina.

The delegation requests a gigantic budget for
the Army Corps of Engineers. The request for
$40 billion is 10 times the Army Corps' annual
budget for the entire nation. It is also 16 times
the amount necessary to protect New Orleans
from a category five hurricane.
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Time running out on efforts to derail
base-closing plan

The Associated Press State & Local Wire
Sam Hananel

October 18, 2005

With a federal base-closing plan on track to
become final next month, Missouri's senators
say there's not much they can do to stop it.

The Pentagon's recommendation to close or
downsize hundreds of U.S. military sites
becomes law unless Congress passes a joint
resolution of disapproval within 45 legislative
days of receiving the report. That period ends
around Nov. 8.

But there is little support in Congress for efforts
to stop the Base Closure and Realignment
Commission process, which would cost
Missouri more than 2,000 defense jobs and close
the 131st Air National Guard Fighter Wing at
Lambert Field in St. Louis.

" Earlier this month, the House Armed Services

Committee soundly rejected a proposal by Rep.
Ray LaHood, R-IlL, to block the plan, though
any congressman can still force the full House to
consider the resolution.
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The exact effects of the BRAC moves are still
unclear, but Arlington knows 17,000 jobs will
be lost and nearly 4 million square feet of office
space will be vacated.

The economic development task force will
examine BRAC's impact on the county's
economy, tax base, real estate market and small
businesses.

Army announces partnership to renovate
housing at Fort Knox

The Associated Press State & Local Wire (Fort
Knox, KY)

October 18, 2005

New family housing units will add to already
drastic changes expected at Fort Knox.

The Army on Tuesday announced a proposed
partnership with Actus Lend Lease for a
program to build 1,850 new homes on the
installation as part of its Residential
Communities Initiative.

"Homes that will be built will be more like what
you'll find in Elizabethtown rather than what
you see on Fort Knox, where each looks exactly
the same," said J.R. Cardin, director of the
program at Fort Knox.

The homes - mostly three and four bedroom
models - will feature walk-in closets, master
bathrooms and garages or off-street parking.

The initiative is part of the Army's effort to
update housing for soldiers, but remains separate
from changes the Pentagon proposed during this
year's base closure and realignment - or BRAC -
process.

Units slated to come to Fort Knox because of the
BRAC changes include the U.S. Army
Accessions Command and U.S. Army Cadet
Command from Fort Monroe, Va., and the Army
Human Resources Command.

The Armor Center and School, which has long
been the post's most high-profile command, is
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expected to leave for Fort Benning in the next
three years.

Charles Wilson I1I, director of resource and
logistics for the Accessions Command, told the
Radcliff-Hardin County Chamber of Commerce
on Monday that communities should prepare for
the influx of soldiers, civilians and families.

That economic impact will be overwhelming,
Wilson said.

First Meeting Held for Virginia Beach
Citizen BRAC Committee

WAVY-TV (Norfolk, VA)

October 19, 2005

As the city begins its fight to keep NAS Oceana,
the Virginia Beach Citizen BRAC Committee
met for the first time Monday evening.

The City Council appointed the 24 citizens on
the committee to ensure all relevant information
and factors are considered in the Virginia
Beach's response to the BRAC requirements for
keeping Naval Air Station Oceana as the East
Coast master jet base.

The committee will also review and monitor the
work of technical groups established to analyze
the land use and economic impact of the
realignment of NAS Oceana, examine legal
options and issues, develop methods to keep the
public informed and create a method for citizen
input.

Tinton Falls delays vote on fort plan
sought by Eatontown

Redevelopment of housing site

The Asbury Park Press (Asbury Park, NJ)
Keith Brown

October 19, 2005

TINTON FALLS — The Borough Council put
off a vote on a resolution that would have
endorsed Eatontown'’s plans to redevelop a
military housing site on Fort Monmouth.
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Ellsworth future is discussed

The Associated Press State & Local Wire (Rapid
City, SD)

October 19, 2005

An airborne laser system is among the
possibilities if Ellsworth Air Force Base is to
expand its role beyond B-1B bombers, according
to Sen. John Thune.

Thune, R-S.D., met at the base last week with
Gen. Ronald Keys, head of the Air Combat
Command, which operates the Air Force's
fighters and bombers.

Adding more missions to Ellsworth became a
focus of the state's congressional delegation after
the Defense Base Closure and Realignment
Commission (BRAC) in August rejected a
Pentagon recommendation to close Ellsworth
and move its B-1 bomber fleet to Dyess Air
Force Base in Texas.

"Military construction projects aren't enough,"
Thune said, a reference to millions of dollars
invested in infrastructure at the base in the past
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Some of the recommendations make sense not
only for military spouses, but for anyone
wishing to relocate to Missouri, such as:

* License reciprocity between Missouri and
other states.

* Provisionally accepting out-of-state
background checks to expedite hiring.

* A law waiving penalties for small businesses
that are late with state paperwork when their
owners are called to active duty in the Guard or
Reserves.

* A law increasing the size of local school
boards from 7 to 9 members, with the two new
positions reserved for military personnel and
their families.

The committee also recommended a full time
staff member for its work, and a consultant to
assess possible adverse closure
recommendations in the future. Although the
state hired an expert consultant during the last
round of realignments and closures, the state
was unable to reverse the BRAC
recommendations.

According to a report today in the Associated
Press,

The Department of Defense employed 24,510
civilian and active duty personnel in Missouri
last year, and Missouri had an additional 27,029
people in the Army Reserve and National Guard,
according to the commission's report that is
expected to be presented to the governor next
month.

An analysis by the Department of Economic
Development figured that the military presence
generated a net $52 million for state
government, when taxes were offset by services
provided by the state. That doesn't include
additional revenues to counties or cities.

Commission recommending more perks
for military families

The Associated Press State & Local Wire
(Jefferson City, MO)

David A. Lieb

October 19, 2005

A state commission wants to make life easier for
military families, hoping that better amenities
will make Missouri more attractive to the
military the next time the federal government
reviews which facilities to close or expand.

The recently created Missouri Military
Preparedness and Enhancement Comrmission
embraced recommendations Wednesday that
would help military spouses get jobs, explore
whether their employers should get tax credits
and give military families representation on
local school boards.

"Any one of these things may not do a lot, but
when you combine them all together, hopefully
they'll show to future BRACs and people who
make those decisions that we want the military
in Missouri," said Rep. Terry Witte, D-Vandalia,
an Army veteran who serves on the commission.

A state law created the panel in May, about the
same time the Pentagon released
recommendations to eliminate nearly 3,700 jobs
in Missouri and close the Missouri Air National
Guard's 131st Fighter Wing in St. Louis.

Although the state hired an expert consultant,
Missouri failed to reverse the recommendations,
which were embraced in August by the Base
Closure and Realignment Commission.

The state already has received a $1 million grant
from the U.S. Department of Labor to assist
workers and communities affected by the
military job losses.

Members of the state commission said there was
little that could be done about the current round
of military cuts, so they focused most of their
efforts on improving the quality of life for
military families stationed here.

The Department of Defense employed 24,510
civilian and active duty personnel in Missouri
last year, and Missouri had an additional 27,029
people in the Army Reserve and National Guard,
according to the commission's report that is
expected to be presented to the governor next
month.
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was an important first step. One of Senator
Burns' senior aides will meet with department
officials as early as tomorrow to talk about
specifics and to see what we in Montana can do
to help."

One key detail yet to be worked out is where the
security wing will be housed.

It's up to Homeland security folks to choose, the
Burns aide said, but the congressional delegation
and community leaders hope it eventually can be
placed at Malmstrom Air Force Base.

Doing that would provide greater protection for
the security wing and could persuade Congress
to reopen Malmstrom's runway, which was
closed as part of 1995 Base Realignment and
Closure process.

"If having the security wing here could be used
to leverage the reopening of Malmstrom's
runway, that would be great," Gray said. "With a
runway in use, we could attract other missions to
Malmstrom, diversifying the base role beyond
Just missiles and solidifying Malmstrom's long-
term presence."”

But Gray also said he understands the Great
Falls Airport Authority would welcome the
security wing at least temporarily at Great Falls
International Airport.

Great Falls Airport Director Cynthia Schultz
said the airport would love having the security
wing at the airport, but could also benefit from
having it at Malmstrom, since more flights in the
area would insure continued full staffing of air
traffic control.

"It's win-win, wherever they choose to place it,"
she said.

The security wing will complement military
assets already in Great Falls, she stressed. If the
wing's surveillance spots a threat on the border,
the military, up to Montana Air National Guard
fighter planes, could respond, she said.

Laser system discussed for Ellsworth

New missions needed to prevent future
closure of air base

Aberdeen American News (Aberdeen, SD)
October 20, 2005

RAPID CITY - An airborne laser system is
among the possibilities if Ellsworth Air Force
Base is to expand its role beyond B-1B bombers,
according to Sen. John Thune.

Thune, R-S.D., met at the base last week with
Gen. Ronald Keys, head of the Air Combat
Command, which operates the Air Force's
fighters and bombers.

Adding more missions to Ellsworth became a
focus of the state's congressional delegation after
the Defense Base Closure and Realignment
Commission in August rejected a Pentagon
recommendation to close Ellsworth and move its
B-1 bomber fleet to Dyess Air Force Base in
Texas.

"Military construction projects aren't enough,"
Thune said, a reference to millions of dollars
invested in infrastructure at the base in the past
10 years. "Just pumping money into
infrastructure isn't going to BRAC-proof a base.”

Ellsworth also has been mentioned as the site for
an unmanned aerial vehicle mission.

Thune said he and Keys talked about the
airborne laser, or ABL. The ABL is a weapons
system designed to detect, track and destroy
ballistic missiles in their boost phase of flight.

"There's plenty of capacity for the ABL at
Ellsworth,” Thune said.

On Wednesday, Sen. Tim Johnson, D-S.D., met
with Maj. Gen. Roger W. Burg to discuss
Ellsworth's future. Burg, who is originally from
Hot Springs, is director of strategic security for
air and space operations in the Air Force.

Johnson said it's important to both enhance
Eilsworth's B-1 bomber mission and work to
find future missions..
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Tom Gordy, chief of staff for Rep. Thelma
Drake, R-2nd, attacked what he called "false
testimony" to BRAC that no homes were in the
Cecil Field crash zones and asked why BRAC
did not challenge it.

Gordy also questioned the faimess of BRAC
requiring Virginia Beach to condemn and
purchase properties in the highest-risk areas by
Oceana but not directing the same at Cecil Field.

Senator Warner, chairman of the Senate Armed
Services Committee, said he was working on
dealing with the BRAC recommendations and
would avoid getting in a debate with its "former"
commissioners.

"We have to have the facts in order to make the
right decisions about the road ahead," said a
spokesman for Governor Warner, pointing to
conflicting statements about homes in the Cecil
Field crash zones. The Warners are not related.

A spokesman for Sen. George Allen, R-Va.,
called Principi's statement surprising and
challenged his assessment of encroachment at
the former base in Florida.

Jacksonville officials said recently they have not
decided whether the city wants the jets and jobs
at the cost of jet noise and other tradeoffs
associated with having a large jet base in its
midst.

A recent study by Virginia Beach showed a
higher number than Principi's column for homes
in the primary Oceana crash zones -- roughly
3,400 homes, along with numerous businesses --
that could cost the city more than $400 million
to acquire.

President Bush sent the BRAC list of base
closures and shifts to Congress last month.
Congress is not expected to reject the list.

S.A. showing the way on remaking bases
San Antonio Express-News (San Antonio, TX)
L.A. Lorek

October 20, 2005

San Antonio's military bases have created
innovative joint ventures to privatize land and
buildings, saving the government money and
earning a profit for the partners.

There's more to come.

To help spur further development, the city
formed the Defense Transformation Institute
about a year ago as a nonprofit organization
focused on creating public and private
partnerships, said Ed Davis, interim assistant
director.

"From a city standpoint, our interest is in
economic development," Davis said.

Under the latest recommendations from the
Defense Base Closure and Realignment
Commission, commonly called BRAC, San
Antonio is set to gain 3,600 military jobs and
several projects that it hopes get either federal
funding or private partnerships to develop, Davis
said.

The Defense Transformation Institute held a
workshop with about 40 leaders from the
military, government agencies and private
businesses Tuesday and Wednesday at the
Crowne Plaza Riverwalk to discuss how to
leverage military assets through community and
private partnerships.

San Antonio has led the nation in privatization at
its military bases, and the Defense
Transformation Institute wants that to continue,
Davis said. The city has three active military
bases, a privatized base known as Brooks City-
Base, and KellyUSA, now a business park with
70 tenants.

The city's active military bases have pioneered
private development onsite. In the first project of
its kind in the country, Randolph AFB has 420
privately developed homes.

Now the Air Force has 16 projects on 15 bases
nationwide with 14,615 privately built homes,
said Ian Smith with the Air Force housing
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BRAC Process Was a Roller Coaster (New
London, CT)

Jacksonville Withdraws Effort To Lure
QOceana Jets (Norfolk, VA)

Jacksonville Ends Push To Revive Closed
Base (Tampa, FL)

Base not safe yet. analysts say (Norfolk,

VA)

Florida halts efforts to return station to air
base status (New Bern, NC)

Beach leaders. residents react cautiously to
Cecil decision (Norfolk, VA)

Opinions/ Editorials
N/A

Additional Notes :

PA Governor Rendell Tells Congressional
Committee of National Guard's Importance;
Federal Role in Equipping Guard

Department of Defense Releases
N/A

National News Articles

Rep. Hastings Calls For Establishment of
National Emergency Centers

US Fed News

October 20, 2005

Rep. Alcee. L. Hastings, D-Fla. (23rd CD),
issued the following press release:

Rep. Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL) today introduced
legislation requiring the establishment of no less
than six National Emergency Centers on closed

military installations capable of providing

- temporary housing, medical, education, and

humanitarian assistance to individuals and
families displaced due to a national emergency.
The Centers would also be used for disaster
preparedness training and coordination
exercises.

"Victims of Katrina and Rita are spread all over
the country, costing the government $11 million
per day just to house only a portion of evacuees
in hotels. Tens of thousands are still living in
inadequate shelters and even tents - months after
the storm - with little assurances for their safety
and security," said Representative Hastings.
"This problem, coupled with our need to
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But mounting opposition from Westside
residents and community activists and an
admitted miscalculation of the number of homes
and businesses in the potential crash zone
around Cecil Field's runways prompted Peyton
to withdraw a request for a $50 million bond
issue to relocate businesses that would be
displaced from Cecil Commerce Center.

Jacksonville and military officials said it would
cost $250 million to restore the 23,000-acre
Cecil Comerce Center to be a Navy jet base.

Earlier this week City Council President Kevin
Hyde told the mayor he thinks private
development is the way to go at Cecil.

Peyton received applause from a small crowd
gathered at the Westside Regional Library to
hear the mayor's announcement.

"Residents across the Westside have invested in
their communities, many have invested your life
savings into their homes, certainly their
businesses," Peyton said.

The mayor said the city's efforts will return to
attracting commercial development to Cecil
Commerce Center.

"Had the United States Navy come to
Jacksonville and told us, 'Look, it is in the best
interest of the security of this country and the
military that the Navy be here,’ ... that would be
one thing," Peyton said. "The Navy basically
testified before BRAC that they'd rather be in
Oceana."

BRAC Process Was a Roller Coaster
New London Day (New London, CT)
Robert A. Hamilton

October 20, 2005

Supporters of the Naval Submarine Base were
stunned to learn May 13 that the Department of
Defense was recommending a total closure, and
overjoyed on Aug. 24 when the Defense Base
Closure and Realignment Commission voted to
keep it open.

In between were a series of highs and lows for
“Team Connecticut,” a partnership of state and
federal officials and the Subase Realignment
Coalition, a grassroots group.

At times, the prospects seemed bleak; at other
times hopes brightened — sometimes on the
same day.

On May 235, for instance, the state legislature
voted to provide up to $10 million for
infrastructure improvements around the base to
make it more attractive to the Navy. But the
same day, the Navy unveiled detailed plans for a
pullout from Groton, with most of the workforce
leaving in three distinct waves in 2008, 2010 and
2011.

Coalition Chairman John C. Markowicz devoted
most of his summer to the battle, and recalls one
particularly tough eight-day period.

On June 8, he had an afternoon meeting in
Washington, D.C., with the commission staff
who would oversee the Navy recommendations.
The head staffer was a retired surface warfare
officer who seemed unwelcoming at best,
antagonistic at worst. Then, that evening, he met
with some retired submarine admirals at the
Naval Submarine League symposium across the
river in Arlington, Va., who seemed reluctant to
enter the fight.

But on June 16 the coalition's consultant, retired
Navy Capt. Mario Fiori, arranged a meeting with
some of those same admirals, who would later
lend their weight to the mélée.

Despite having some top-notch analysts on the
job, people who usually do well at figuring out
which way the political winds are blowing,
however, nobody knew what to expect on that
final day.

As early as Aug. 1, U.S. Sen. Joseph I.
Lieberman, D-Conn., said publicly the team was
“in much better shape,” but he cautioned that
there was still a lot of work left to do. And the
team continued to work up until minutes before
the vote.
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Would an overcrowded Navy base in Norfolk,
Va., be able to accept two squadrons of
submarines from Groton? Were the cost
estimates for the move unrealistically low?

In public and private comments, commissioners
always seemed to leave doubt that they were
entirely convinced that the arguments to keep
Groton open were gaining any ground, either.

From the start, however, the commissioners
were accessible to base advocates, and clearly
some of the arguments that were put forth had
some impact.

Meeting with the commissioners privately on
May 31, for instance, Markowicz observed that
if Groton was closed the only Navy ships north
of New Jersey would be the Nautilus in Groton
and the Constitution in Boston, both museum
pieces. Later, Commission Chairman Anthony
Principi would note publicly on several
occasions that he had serious concerns about the
de-militarization of the entire northeast.

Advocates for the base inundated the
commission with material about why the base
should not be closed. They argued that the Navy
had underestimated the cost and overestimated
the savings from closing Groton, that the
environmental cleanup could take years and
millions more than was budgeted, that it would
devastate the area economically, and it would

leave the Navy short of submarine pier space in
the Atlantic.

While some of those arguments merited mention
by the commissioners in various forums, they
cited two key reasons to take the base off the
closure list: the possibility that more submarines
would be needed to fight future threats, and
Groton would give the Navy valuable “surge”
capacity; and over the years the development of
the base and nearby shipbuilder Electric Boat
had created a submarine warfare “center of
excellence” that was too valuable to risk by
dismantling it and sending its pieces to Norfolk
and Kings Bay.

“New London Submarine Base is more than
piers and parking spaces for nuclear powered

submarines. It is truly a center of excellence for
submarine warfare,” said Principi. “We close
New London down, we will never get it back. I
think it would be a tragic mistake, a tragic loss
to this nation, if this recommendation was to be
approved.”

Jacksonville Withdraws Effort To Lure
Oceana Jets

Norfolk Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, VA)

Louis Hansen

October 21, 2005

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Faced with mounting
opposition to a plan to return Navy jet squadrons
to Florida, the mayor of Jacksonville announced
Thursday afternoon his city will cease trying to
lure operations from Oceana Naval Air Station.

The decision could cripple efforts by a federal
base closing panel to move 250 strike fighter jets
from Virginia Beach to the former Cecil Field
Naval Air Station.

“The feedback I’ve received in recent weeks
makes it clear that the community does not want
the master jet base to return, and I respect that,”
Mayor John Peyton said in a statement. Peyton
said the idea was worth pursuing, but, “at the
end of the day, the quality of life for residents of
the Westside is the most important thing.”

The former Navy base is located in the largely
undeveloped western section of the city, about
15 miles from downtown. Although the area is
rural, residential and commercial builders have
moved quickly since the base closed in 1999 to
carve suburban neighborhoods out of the pine
for ests. Property values have spiked, enriching
land owners and enticing developers.

Residents near the base organized shortly after
the late August decision to consider re opening
the field and scored several political victories.
The well-organized and funded opposition drew
support from deep skepticism among residents
and parts of the business community.
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The Defense Department briskly signed over to
Florida and Jacksonville agencies the vast, Cold
War-era complex of airplane hangars, barracks,
2-mile-long runways, and thousands of
surrounding acres of pine forest.

After six years and nearly $200 million in public
investment, the honky-tonks and logging forests
have rec eded and were replaced by big highway
bypasses, sculpted golf courses, and homes
selling for $200,000 to more than $1 million.
Developers who raised new neighborhoods in
Suffolk and suburban Richmond have begun
building golf course communities around the
site.

Less than two miles from the runways, show
horses prance around a new $40 million
equestrian center built by the city. The
recreational campus also includes an Olympic-
sized pool, fitness center and a cluster of lighted
fast-pitch softball fields.

Although the region retains its rural character
like sections of Chesapeake and Suffolk, plans
for many more suburban enclaves wait on
conference room tables in the offices of
developers and city planners. Many, like the
equestrian center, would lie in high-noise or
crash zones around an active master jet base. By
city estimates, almost 900 homes and the
recreation center are built in high- risk areas.

The BRAC decision also left the small but
growing business community at the former base
in flux.

Cecil Commerce Center has filled its eight
hangars with tenants including Boeing, the
Department of Homeland Security and Florida
Community College. The business park has
become a hub of 1,500 employees of various
defense and aviation companies.

Although property off the flight line is vacant,
federal grants have allowed the Jacksonville
Airport Authority to improve the runway,
replace lighting, and refurbish and expand its
hangars.

BRAC Commission Early Bird

A California-based developer converted about
100 base houses into Cecil Pines , an active
senior community. The single-story concrete
homes sit under 50-foot stands of pine trees, just
a short walk from the golf course.

Byran A. Beinkampen , executive director, said
the community filled up soon after it opened in
2001 and had a one-year waiting list. The
company planned to expand, Beinkampen said,
“when this mess happened.” Those plans are on
hold.

Flightstar Aircraft Services Inc., a commercial
aircraft maintenance company, recently moved
into a renovated, 210,000 -square-foot hangar
with the help of taxpayer subsidies.

The 300-employee business converts passenger
planes into cargo haulers and performs
maintenance for several airlines. Flightstar Vice
President Matt Eaton said the company tripled
its business at its new facility.

The locally owned company hopes to double in
size in two years, Eaton said. But after the
BRAC decision, clients called to ask if the
business would still live up to their contracts. If
the process drags on, he said, it could become a
“nightmare environment.”

Eaton said it would cost at least $50 million to
move and re-establish the business at another
airport. That would consume more than one-
quarter of the public funds Florida earmarked to
relocate about two dozen tenants.

Michael D. Stewart, a spokesman for the airport
authority, said the rebuilding effort has come to
a standstill.

“We thought we were a poster child for what
could happen to a base,” Stewart said. “It’s a
hard sell, to recruit companies, right now.”

On Thursday, Peyton acknowledged the toll
taken by the harsh bidding war created by the
BRAC C ommission.

“This isn’t fair to us or to Virginia, but it’s the
hand we were dealt with,” he said.
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A Navy spokeswoman, Lt. Kathy Sandoz, said
Thursday that the service study will continue,
despite Jacksonville, Fla., Mayor John Peyton’s
withdrawal of plans to revive a former base in
his city as a home for the jets.

Navy officials have acknowledged that
developing a completely new base would take
years and cost as much as $2 billion, putting
additional strain on an already tight budget. The
funds needed for a new base ““are the same
resources 1’d be using to build a future Navy,”
Adm. Mike Mullen, the chief of naval
operations, told reporters last week.

Still, Mullen insisted he has “no predisposition”
to stay at Oceana or go elsewhere.

Other officials and analysts said it may be days
or weeks before the full effect of Jacksonville’s
withdrawal becomes clear. They noted that the
recommendations of the Defense Base
Realignment and Closure Commission, which
demanded that Virginia Beach create a long-
term program to acquire land in high-risk areas
near Oceana or face loss of the jets, remain on
track to become law next month.

And it’s always possible, some cautioned, that
Peyton and other local and state leaders in
Florida could reverse course again and renew
efforts to snare the jets.

Given all the uncertainty, U.S. Rep. Thelma
Drake,

R-2nd District, said state and local officials need
to continue moving to stop new homes and
businesses from being built along Oceana’s
flight paths and to roll back existing
development.

In Richmond, Gov. Mark R. Warner issued a
statement promising to continue work on
“developing strategies that meet the needs of our
U.S. Navy partners while causing the least
disruption to Virginia Beach property owners.”

Warner has warned that if Oceana closes, the
Navy may decide to move other facilities,

BRAC Commission Early Bird

particularly aircraft carriers, to a port closer to
the jets’ new base.

Alarmed at the proliferation of homes and
businesses in “crash zones” near Oceana, the
nine-member BRAC Commission concluded in
August that the Navy should find a new home
for its East Coast tactical aircraft.

But after neither the Navy nor the commission
could come up with an immediate alternative,
the panel agreed that the planes can remain at
Oceana if the city stops new development in the
most dangerous areas and spends at least $15
million annually to evict homeowners and
businesses already in place.

Failing that, the commission said, the planes
should go to Cecil Field, a Navy base-turned-
business park on the outskirts of Jacksonville.
State and local leaders there had provided
assurances that tenants would be cleared from
the property and offered other incentives —
promises Peyton effectively withdrew on
Thursday.

The BRAC Commission’s chairman, former
Veterans Affairs Secretary Anthony J. Principi,
was unavailable for comment Thursday on
Jacksonville’s move.

In an essay submitted this week to newspaper
editorial pages, Principi defended the
commission’s handling of Oceana. He also
warned that unless Virginia and Virginia Beach
act aggressively to stop development around the
base, Navy aviators “will continue to experience
degraded operational training and readiness, and
the local civilian population would suffer
continued exposure to unnecessary risks.”

Both Gertler and Robert McCreary, a BRAC
Commission spokesman, said that because the
deadline for BRAC Commission action has
passed, the panel has no power to dictate new
conditions for Oceana now that Cecil Field is no
longer an option.

“We can’t go back and make changes,”
McCreary said.
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Jon W. Glass And Marisa Taylor
October 20, 2005

VIRGINIA BEACH — City and state officials
said they will huddle with lawyers today to
begin assessing whether they still must comply
with a series of conditions imposed by the
Defense Base Realignment and Closure
Commission for keeping jets at Oceana Naval
Air Station.

The most onerous condition requires the city and
state to condemn and buy about 3,400 homes,
and many businesses, in high-risk accident-
potential zones around the master jet base .

“It’s a little premature to say we don’t have to
comply with the order,” said state Sen. Kenneth
W. Stolle, R-Virginia Beach. But, he added, “I
think it’s nothing but good news for us.”

City leaders and residents reacted cautiously
Thursday after the mayor of Jacksonville, Fla.,
announced he will stop pursuing Oceana ’s jets.

“My first reaction is caution — to stay the course
and not jump at anything,” Virginia Beach
Mayor Meyera E. Oberndorf said at a news
conference at her Kempsville home. “Maybe
inside a voice is saying, "You can smile a little
bit.””

At best, Jacksonville’s decision means the

fighter jets will stay at Oceana and the threat of
having to condemn homes and businesses

around the base will go away.
But nobody was willing to say that Thursday.

“I think it’s much too soon to rule anything in or
out,” Oberndorf said.

“I hope we can throw the 'poison pills’ out of the
BRAC order and then plot a course for us to co-
exist with the Navy to protect their ability to
train and to protect people’s property rights,”
said Stolle, who is chairman of a state
commission appointed by Gov. Mark R. Warner
to assess the BRAC conditions and recommend
how to proceed.

Residents in the affected accident-potential
zones said they were encouraged Thursday but
in no mood to celebrate.

“I think it’s a dim light at the end of the tunnel,
but I wouldn’t bet the ranch on it,” said David
Gracie, a homeowner in Nottingham Estates.

Marian Linett, who lives in nearby Cheltenham
Square, also remained skeptical.

“P’ll believe it when they put it in writing that
they’re not going to touch my house,” she said.
“I don’t trust any of them.”

Joe Ferrara, a Cheltenham Square resident, said,
“I feel some relief, but I wouldn’t call it a great
sense of relief. The city has taken so many
unexpected turns that I have no idea what course
they’re going to take.”

The mayor and other City Council members
hinted that condemnation would be a dead issue
if the BRAC mandate becomes invalid. The
Navy, they said, has never asked that existing
homes be condemned.

“Fundamentally, there’s no will on council to
condemn people’s homes,” Councilman James
L. Wood said.

Councilman Richard Maddox, the only council
member who rejected the BRAC demands from
the outset, said he believes Virginia Beach has
no reason to try to condemn or buy property in
the accident zones.

“The mayor and the City Council of Jacksonville
listened to their citizens and said no to BRAC,”
Maddox said. “It’s time that the city of Virginia
Beach did the same thing.”

Councilman Jim Reeve said he had come to the
same conclusion shortly before Jacksonville
Mayor John Peyton’s announcement.

“If compliance means throwing people out of
their homes, I don’t agree with it,” Reeve said.

Reeve said he hopes the Beach City Council will
decide soon how to proceed.
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their state Guard forces. When the Guard is
called into active federal service -- as with our
soldiers and airmen in Iraq -- they are under the
command and control of the federal government.

There are about 20,000 soldiers and airmen in
the Pennsylvania Army and Air National Guard.
Since September 11, 2001,.a total of 13,372
Guard members have deployed in support of
Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom
and Noble Eagle. Today more than 3,000
members of the Pennsylvania National Guard
are deployed in Iraq.

When they are not deployed overseas, our Guard
personnel serve in readiness centers, armories
and Air National Guard bases across
Pennsylvania. The Guard provides me as
Governor with a well-trained and equipped
military force to respond to state emergencies
such as floods, blizzards, hurricanes and local
emergency situations.

Pennsylvania is home to the National Guard's
3rd Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support
Team. These National Guard teams provide
DoD's unique expertise and capabilities to assist
state governors in preparing for and responding
to chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear
(CBRN) incidents as part of a state's emergency
response structure. Each team consists of 22
highly skilled, full-time National Guard
members who are federally resourced, trained
and exercised, and employs federally approved
CBRN response doctrine.

The National Guard is a partnership between the
states and the federal government. As any of you
who have been involved in a partnership knows,
they involve give and take. Today's National
Guard is supposed to involve day-to-day
communication, collaboration and interaction
between the state and federal governments. The
National Guard Bureau, a bureau within the
Department of Defense, serves as channel of
communications between DoD and the states.

It's fair to say that the federal government is the
senior partner in this partnership between the
state and federal governments in terms of the
supplies, the equipment and the funding it

provides for most National Guard activities. But
what's sometimes overlooked is that the states
provide the most precious resource of all to the
National Guard: the young men and women who
serve their state and their nation and who risk,
and sometimes give, their lives in this service.

The states recognize how important it is to
recruit and retain the high quality personnel
necessary to maintain the strength of the Guard.
For example, in Pennsylvania, we invest about
$10 million per year in our Educational
Assistance Program to provide public-service
educational grants to new enlistees in, and
members of, the Pennsylvania National Guard.
This is an important recruiting and retention tool
that helps keep the Guard strong to accomplish
both its state and its federal missions.

During 2005, we've seen examples of when the
National Guard partnership between the states
and the federal government worked well and
when it broke down. Let me make it clear that I
reject the notion that because the federal
government provides the great bulk of the
funding for the National Guard, it can ignore the
role of the states in command and control of the
Guard's forces or overlook the concerns of the
states with regard to Guard funding, equipment
and strength. The Congress, acting to implement
the constitutional status of the modern National
Guard, has enacted legislation to set the
appropriate balance between the states and the
federal government with regard to National
Guard units. And this balance must be honored
by the Department of Defense.

One place where the National Guard partnership
between the states and the federal government
broke down badly was in the actions of the
Department of Defense and Air Force with
regard to the 2005 round of the Base
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process. The
Department of Defense and the Air Force chose
to ignore clear congressional mandates requiring
the consent of the Governors with regard to
major changes to National Guard units. They
argued that the BRAC process superseded the
requirement for input from the states and that it
was impractical to ask 54 National Guard
entities for input. In an incredible effort to

BRAC Commission Early Bird 13

Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.



DCN 12550

federalism, grounded in our Constitution, that
establish the National Guard as a military force
shared by the state and the federal government.
We also filed suit to stand up for Congress,
which had passed laws clearly requiring consent
of the Governor for certain changes to National
Guard units. I was very pleased that Senators
Specter and Santorum joined me in this litigation
because their support emphasized that DoD's
action were not just ignoring the Governor's
prerogatives with regard to the National Guard
but also the direction provided by the Congress.

In the end, Federal District Judge John Padova
ruled in favor of the Commonwealth and held
that DoD's recommendation for deactivation of
the 111th Fighter Wing was "null and void." On
the same day as the Court decision was issued,
the BRAC Commission found that the DoD's
recommendation substantially deviated from the
BRAC criteria and overturned the proposed
deactivation of the 111th Fighter Wing. The
Commission also ruled that military flying
operations should be maintained at Willow
Grove. We believe the BRAC Commission
should have stopped right there, but
unfortunately, they went ahead to recommend
that the A-10s assigned to the 111th be
redistributed to other units, even as they
encouraged the Air Force to maintain A-10s
there.

As [ said at the outset, the National Guard can
only succeed in carrying out its critical role at
home and abroad if the strong partnership
between the state and federal government, first
forged in our Constitution, is maintained and
nurtured. The DoD's approach to the states in
this year's BRAC recommendations for the Air
National Guard represented a major breach of
the trust upon which this partnership is built. I
believe the DoD must take action to heal that
breach and rebuild that trust. For Pennsylvania,
the best way to start this effort would be for
DoD to announce that it will cease and desist
any plans or efforts to strip the 111th Fighter
Wing of its A-10s. This action would restore the
appropriate balance between state and federal
needs and support our efforts to maintain a
strong military force to address homeland

security issues in the southeastern part of my
state.

If the 2005 DoD BRAC recommendations
represented a breach in the partnership between
the states and the federal government with
regard to oversight and command and control of
the National Guard, the Guard's role in
responding to the devastation caused by
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita should have shown
how the partnership can work. Pennsylvania sent
more than 2,500 Guard personnel to Louisiana
and Mississippi to respond to the emergencies
caused by these hurricanes. We responded
promptly. Our Interim Satellite Incident Site
Communications Set (ISISCS) deployed from
Fort Indiantown Gap to the Mississippi Gulf
Coast in the first days after the storms and for
more than a week it provided just about the only
form of reliable communications to that region.
It later redeployed to Texas in the wake of
Hurricane Rita. We sent security and military
police forces from several units, including the
111th Fighter Wing, to Louisiana within 24
hours after we received the request for support.
About 200 Pennsylvania National Guard
personnel deployed by air to Louisiana. And
elements of our 213th Area Support Group and
our 56th Brigade deployed by convoy to the area
of devastation within just a few days.

These deployments were authorized under the
Emergency Management Assistance Compact
among the states, and we were prepared to send
these personnel in a state active duty status.
Fortunately, within a few days, the National
Guard Bureau stepped up to the plate and
decided that these personnel could deploy in a
federally-funded state status under Title 32,
United States Code. Use of Title 32 duty for this
deployment maintained the essential principle of
state command and control over National Guard
forces while providing a mechanism for direct
federal funding of this duty. I appreciate the
response of the National Guard Bureau in
authorizing duty in this status, and I believe it is
a good example of how the partnership between
the state and federal government can work.

When Guard personnel perform federally-
funded state duty under Title 32 they remain
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other gear stayed behind in Iraq when they
returned to Williamstown. Fifty-nine tractors,
and 118 trailers, stayed behind when they
returned. The process of replacing this
equipment has been too slow. And the unit is
concerned that much of the replacement
equipment is older models some with missing
components. These trucks and trailers are the
kinds of equipment we might need to respond to
an emergency situation.

We also have serious concerns about the re-
equipping of our Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAYV) unit that just recently returned. They
were directed that equipment including
weapons, goggles, trucks, control stations,
UAVs and launchers, should stay behind. Some
of this equipment was first issued to the unit
when it deployed. The question now is when
will the unit receive the equipment it needs to
train for and perform its mission.

Our largest deployments to Iraq are underway
now, with the Pennsylvania Army National
Guard forces assigned to Task Force Dragoon
scheduled to redeploy over the next few weeks
and the 2nd Brigade Combat Team scheduled to
return next summer. It appears that the Army is
trying to identify and use a more systematic
approach for stay-behind equipment, but it also
appears that these units will be directed to leave
a good deal of equipment in country.

This process is a cause of serious concern to me.
We send our brave men and women abroad to
fight our country's battles with a feeling of great
pride mixed with fear for their safety.
Pennsylvania has lost nineteen Pennsylvania
National Guard soldiers in Iraq, fifteen of whom
died in the last two months. The Guard has
proven again and again that it is a full partner in
the total force when it comes to courage and
sacrifice.

We delight when these personnel return safely to
our country and our Commonwealth. I have
personally participated in welcome ceremonies
for many of our units, and I plan to participate in
many more. As [ told the Second Brigade
Combat Team when it departed, I want to

welcome everyone back when their tour is
completed. Sadly, that will be impossible.

Once these units return, it's important that they
have the equipment to train and perform their
vital military missions. The lack of equipment
has not yet resulted in an inability to respond to
a homeland security or emergency mission in
Pennsylvania or other states, but it does not take
much imagination to foresee a contingency
where there could be negative impacts.

Today's National Guard plays a critical role in
the security of our nation and our state. I depend
on my Adjutant General and the military forces
under her command and control to respond when
we need to provide security to address terrorist
threats at nuclear power plants or to provide
airport security or to respond to floods or
blizzard. When there is a disaster, be it natural or
manmade, the Guard is the backbone of our
ability to respond. Anything that weakens the
Guard, whether it be the ill-advised effort to
deactivate an Air National Guard fighter wing or
the failure to re-equip a unit after redeployment,
is of concern to me as a Governor and
commander-in-chief of our Guard forces."
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Coyle: Some DOD BRAC Proposals
Mostly Based On Google Searches
Inside The Air Force

John T. Bennett

October 21, 2005

Several Defense Department plans to

consolidate multiple military facilities were
based not on in-depth analytic work but on
Internet search engine queries used only to
match facility names and functions, a member of
the Base Realignment and Closure Commission
says.

“What we were looking for was no-kidding stuff
that would work better” if multiple facilities
were combined, Phillip Coyle told Inside the Air
Force Oct. 18 during a conference in Laurel,
MD.
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“lessons learned” from the yet-finalized 2005
round.

The former Pentagon testing chief predicted
“jointness,” or the ability to show how a base
could be utilized by more than one service,
likely will play a larger role in future BRAC
rounds.

“The places where we saw jointness, we didn’t
want to take it apart,” he said. “And where we
saw jointness improving because of new
relationships . . . that were building, we saw that
as an asset . . . no matter what” the Pentagon had
proposed for those facilities.

Among the findings Coyle dubbed most
significant about the 2005 BRAC process was
the emphasis given to the “military value” of
DOD’s proposals. “It’s all about military value,”
he said. “If you can show your base has higher
value, that’s what’s important to DOD and that
was the most important single thing to the
commission.”

Many defense observers and policymakers share
the collective belief that the sole objective of the
BRAC process is to create cost savings.

“They didn’t try to hide them, as some others
did, in larger proposals that saved money,”
Coyle noted. “The Army just said, ‘This doesn’t
save money. It’s going to cost many millions of
dollars, but we think this is a really good idea.’”

“And we supported their proposals because we
thought their logic was sensible,” he added.

Additionally, while some in Washington have
opined that the 2005 BRAC round could be the
last, Coyle predicted otherwise. “Some people
think this is the last BRAC round ever,” he said.
“I suspect there will be” future ones.

To that end, in its report being reviewed by
lawmakers, the panel recommended the next
round start in 2013, immediately after
completion of the potential 2013 QDR. The
panel’s report urges the process be completed
every eight to 12 years.

Local News Articles

Kingsville May Get Jet Fighter Outfit
After All

Houston Chronicle (Houston, TX)

October 22, 2005

CORPUS CHRISTI - South Texas officials said
they have new hopes that military jet operations
will come to Naval Station Kingsville after
officials in Florida ruled out the possibility of
reopening a base that closed there in 1993.

The Base Closure and Realignment Commission
had recommended moving fighter squadrons
from a base in Oceana, Va., because of
encroaching development.

The commission said it would look at other
options, including sending some operations to
Kingsville, if Cecil Field Naval Air Station in
Jacksonville, Fla., didn't meet requirements.

Changing course

Cape Cod Times (Cape Cod, MA)
Kevin Dennehy and Amanda Lehmert
October 23, 2005

As early as Nov. 1, Defense leaders will unveil
preliminary future plans for Otis Air National
Guard Base, the Cape military base spared from
the chopping block but still stripped of its fighter
jets.

For months state leaders have pressed the Air
Force brass to replace at Otis the 18 F-15 fighter
jets suddenly bound for a base in Western
Massachusetts.

While Guard leaders hope for another fighter
mission, the next life for Otis could include one
of several emerging missions currently being
defined by an Air Force that is getting more
high-tech but reducing its fleet of airplanes.

The possibilities include information operations,
engineering, flight training, unmanned aerial
vehicles and air mobility, which involves
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Originally, the Air Force intended to send the F-
15s from Otis to air bases in Florida and New
Jersey, and shift the 24-hour alert mission to a
municipal airport outside Hartford, Conn.

The independent BRAC commission, which
reviews the Department of Defense
recommmendations, changed that plan, opting
instead to move the F-15s and the alert mission
to Barnes in Westfield, and to keep Otis open for
a new mission.

Akey, the Air Guard commander, said he's
pushing for a mission that aligns with the
emerging homeland security tasks currently
performed on the Massachusetts Military
Reservation.

Defense leaders, he said, were impressed with
the state's suggestions.

"What they like about Massachusetts,” he said,
"is that it does have a reputation for being a
high-tech state."

Ideally, state and federal leaders say, the new
mission would involve a flying mission, since
the Otis airfield, a $17 million annual operation,
is a linchpin on the Upper Cape for both the U.S.
Coast Guard and the Air Guard.

U.S. Rep. William Delahunt, the Cape's
congressman, said he's pushed for a mission that
would fit into his vision of a regional homeland
security center on the base - including
intelligence and surveillance.

He still hasn't ruled out the

F-15 jets staying on Otis, and hopes the federal
government can expand the Coast Guard's
mission on the base.

And there's still the possibility that the U.S.
Navy may want to consider moving Brunswick
Naval Air Station, which was recommended for
closure, to the Cape. That base is home to a
Navy surveillance unit.

"I still think the most logical utilization of the
base is for a regional homeland security center,"

he said. "And that's the direction I think we're
heading."

Jets go west

The Otis F-15s will be absorbed by the 104th
Fighter Wing, a Westfield-based unit that
currently flies A-10 attack planes.

Employees currently employed at Barnes -
including pilots, mechanics and weapons crews -
will have the option to train on the F-15s.

More jobs should emerge because there will be
more fighter jets at Barnes than are there
currently, said Akey, the Air Guard commander
and A-10 pilot whose office overlooks the
Barnes airfield.

And many employees, he said, will likely retire
rather than go through the extensive training
required to learn the new jets. So there likely
will be chances for Otis employees to transfer to
the Western Massachusetts base. At the very
least, Akey said, Otis personnel will havejob
opportunities if they want them.

Whether many will take advantage of them is
another question.

The pilots, for instance, would have to spend
months out of state training to fly in the new
planes, Akey said.

For some older pilots with children, he
conceded, that just may not be an option. The
same goes for those who maintain the jets. "I'm
not going to go to Western Massachusetts," said
Mills, the Otis crew chief. "I live in East
Sandwich. I'm not going to sell my house and
move out there.

"Some guys are talking about it, but I can't."

Worcester, the Otis commander, said any
discussions of what the transformation will
mean for jobs and training won't start for a few
weeks.

"I'd like to see an F-15 mission here," he said.
"But that's not reality. When you've been doing
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In the House-passed version of the defense
spending bill for next year, money for the plane
was cut $152 million because of development
delays, according to the report attached to the
bill by the House Appropriations Committee.
But committee member Rep. Mike Simpson, R-
Idaho, said he also believes the cuts won't hurt
Idaho's chances of landing a wing of the new jet
fighter.

"In talking to the Air Force, outside of Nellis Air
Force Base in Nevada, they feel Mountain Home
is one of their best training ranges," said
Simpson, who also voted for the spending
reduction. "I'm optimistic it will be a future
home for the Joint Strike Fighter."

The two versions of the defense spending bill --
which also were supported by Sen. Mike Crapo,
R-Idaho, and Rep. C.L. "Butch" Otter, R-Idaho,
when they came to a floor vote -- are currently
being reconciled by a House and Senate
conference committee.

Christopher Hellman, a defense analyst with the
Center for Arms Control and Nonproliferation in
Washington, D.C., said the Joint Strike Fighter
cuts in the Defense Department appropriations
are not an accurate forecast of the jet's future.
Instead, analysts look for clues to the program's
fate in the upcoming Quadrennial Defense
Review, when the Pentagon estimates what
weapons it will need and in what quantity it will
need them for the next five years.

"There are mutterings about the future of the
Joint Strike Fighter, but until that long-term
forecast comes out at the end of this year or
early next year, it's just speculation," said
Hellman. "Clearly, the base closure commission
says there is a future for Mountain Home, it just
may be different from the one they had a year
ago."

Panel looking for ways to improve Ariz.
bases

Glendale Republic (Glendale, AZ)

David Madrid

Oct. 22, 2005 12:00 AM

BRAC Commission Early Bird

The Governor's Military Affairs Commission
met this week to talk strategy now that the
federal Base Realignment and Closure
Commission has pretty much finished its work.

Goodyear Mayor James Cavanaugh noted that
Cannon Air Force Base near Clovis, N.M., has
not been shut down, even though it lost its
mission. Cannon was the base that Luke Air
Force Base proponents feared the most during
the BRAC process because of Clovis' desire to
perform Luke's mission of training F-16 pilots.

Cavanaugh recommended that the commission
members identify the soft spots of their
respective military bases in Arizona and work to
repair those issues before the next base closure
efforts, which could happen around 2014.

Cavanaugh said there are six critical elements
that Luke has identified that must be resolved in
order for the base to continue its mission of
training F-16 pilots and crew chiefs:

« The ability to take off and Iand in either
direction without undue risk to the community.

* Access the Barry M. Goldwater Range with
live training munitions without undue risk to the
community.

« Fly instrument approaches at Luke's Auxiliary
1 Airfield without undue risk to the community.

s Continue performing patterns and landings at
Gila Bend Auxiliary Airfield without undue risk
to the community.

» Access and use the Gladden/Bagdad Military
Operating Areas without undue risk to the
community. The base has airspace required for
this training, but constant communication with
the Federal Aviation Administration and
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport
remains a priority.

* Access military training routes throughout the
state without undue risk to the community.
Residential development is infringing on these
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BRAC plan may expand center
Intelligence facility may get $85 million
addition built by'09

Richmond Times-Dispatch (Richmond, VA)
Jessica Kitchin

Sunday, October 23, 2005

CHARLOTTESVILLE - The National Ground
Intelligence Center in northern Albemarle
County is going through some serious growing
pains, but there's hope on the horizon in the form
of a new $85 million facility. A drive up
Boulders Road is all it takes to see how
overcrowded the current Nicholson Building is:
Cars are parked all along the street, overflow
from a parking lot with just 603 spaces for 1,050
employees.

By 2009, however, center officials hope to have
a new addition: a 219,244-square-foot building
that will support more than 1,000 center
workers. The building, along with supporting
parking lots and a new "visitor control center," is
proposed to be built on property bordering the
center's existing 29-acre site, just off U.S. 29.

"We were looking at that property anyway, from
a security standpoint, as a buffer," said Bob
Canar, the center's chief of staff. "Now we hope
to use it to expand this center."”

The center gathers and processes intelligence
about foreign armies and ground forces. "We do
all-source intelligence here," said Capt. Tim
O"Neil, who described computerized imaging of
foreign cities and radar of foreign-equipment
models as some of the intelligence work at the
facility.

The expansion comes as part of the Base
Realignment and Closure Commission
recommendations made this year. The new
building, called the Joint Intelligence Analysis
Facility, is expected to take in 830 intelligence
positions moved from Washington's Bolling Air
Force Base in addition to the 218 employees
who will move from the current center.

Although the BRAC decisions aren't final, Canar
said it's likely they will get congressional
approval. President Bush has already signed off
on the plan.

Estimates suggest at least 70 percent of the
relocated employees will move to the area.
Canar said that because the transfer isn't planned
until 2009, the Department of Defense would
have plenty of time to work out the details.
"With so much time, that number could get
closer to 100 percent," he said.

The center's commander, Col. John M. Chiu,
said most of those who work at the center are
civilians.

"We are part of the community," he said.
"People tend to think intelligence operations are
spooky stuff, but that's not true. We're integrated
into the community."

Chiu said bringing in the new employees likely
would affect roads and schools, but it would also
bring money into the economy.

The adjoining property would not be purchased
until the BRAC decisions are finalized, which is
expected in the coming months. At that point,
the Army Corps of Engineers will work through
the details with the property owner to try to
secure the land for the new facility.

State’s senators back off in base-closing
fight

Columbia Tribune (Columbia, MO)

October 22, 2005

WASHINGTON (AP) - With a federal base-
closing plan on track to become final next
month, Missouri’s senators say there’s not much
they can do to stop it.

The Pentagon’s recommendation to close or
downsize hundreds of U.S. military sites will
become law unless Congress passes a joint
resolution of disapproval within 45 legislative
days of receiving the report. That period ends
around Nov. §.

BRAC Commission Early Bird 9

Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.



DCN 12550

office and our congressional delegation, some of
the negative recommendations related to Fort
Eustis were actually reversed. A portion of the
transportation training activities will now remain
at Fort Eustis instead of being transferred to Fort
Rucker, Ala. This significant decision by the
BRAC Commission was based on the data that
was generated through local efforts
demonstrating the huge cost and insignificant
benefit of relocating these expensive facilities to
Fort Rucker.

It would now appear that the BRAC 2005
process will result in a net increase in
employment at Fort Eustis. In addition to
commands being relocated from Fort Monroe
and Fort Stewart, helicopter repair training and
transportation training will remain important
activities at Fort Eustis. In large part because of
the hard work of our elected officials at all levels
and the effective marshaling of the factual data
associated with the military value of Fort Eustis,
it appears that Newport News has accomplished
a significant and rare achievement in modifying
the recommendations of the Department of
Defense to the BRAC Commission.

The citizens of Newport News should be aware
of how hard their City Council worked behind
the scenes to achieve this result. In particular,
Mayor Frank committed a significant amount of
his time and energy to meet with BRAC
officials, testifying at public meetings, and
generally functioning as the point man on behalf
of Fort Eustis. A Washington lobbyist with years
of experience related that he had never seen a
local official be more effective in the BRAC
process than Joe Frank. We are very fortunate in
this community to have elected leaders and a
city management team who are willing to
engage in the hard work and substantive policy
analysis needed to make a difference on such an
important matter as BRAC and the fate of Fort
Eustis.

Gentry is chairman of the Newport News

Economic Development Authority.

Beach, by default, still Oceana’s landlord
The Virginian-Pilot (Virginia Beach, VA)

October 22, 2005

There’s joy in Jacksonville and Virginia Beach
today, because BRAC has apparently struck out.

In the latest bizarre twist in the fate of the
fighters at Oceana Naval Air Station,
Jacksonville’s mayor on Thursday said thanks,
but no thanks.

The Defense Base Realignment and Closure
Commission had decided to move Oceana’s 250
Jets to Cecil Field in Florida unless Virginia
Beach bought and condemned 3,400 houses,
hundreds of businesses, and turned over
planning decisions across thousands of acres to
the U.S. Navy.

But a funny thing happened between that
decision and today. While Beach officials
agonized over whether the sacrifice would be
worth the thousands of jobs the Navy brings to
the city, Jacksonville decided it didn’t want the
Jets or the noise or the jobs after all.

“The feedback I’ve received in recent weeks
makes it clear that the community does not want
the master jet base to return, and I respect that,”
Jacksonville Mayor John Peyton said in a
statement.

This is an especially strange moment in an
especially strange episode. While many think
that the BRAC Commission exceeded its
boundaries in the demands it made, Beach
officials were methodically trying to calculate
the wisdom of complying.

But now that Jacksonville has bowed out, the
Navy has — for now — no place else to put
Oceana’s jets.

There will be some understandable celebration
this weekend, but Virginia Beach partakes at its
peril. As angry as the BRAC Commission was
about encroachment on the East Coast’s master
jet base, it didn’t lie: City officials for a long
time have taken Oceana, its sailors and its jobs
for granted, even as the Navy’s expanding
airspace requirements encircled ever-larger
sections of the city.
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changes to its bylaws, allowing for biennial
election of officers and the addition of members
to the executive board. It adopted a post-BRAC
work plan listing priorities for 2006 and beyond.

Warner Robins real estate developer Mark Byrd,
who headed the post-BRAC planning
committee, said he was gratified with the vote.

"The entire Middle Georgia community has
always supported the partnership," he said after
the meeting. "We appreciate the feedback from
the community and look forward to moving
ahead and protecting and serving Robins Air
Force Base."

During an open discussion of the 2006 work
plan, Pete Rucker cautioned that supporting core
base missions should remain the partnership's
focus. Rucker, a retired former civilian
executive director at Robins, has been a
partnership member since the group was formed
in preparation for BRAC 1993.

"I'm concerned that our original objectives will
be diluted," he told partnership members. "Our
role is to crystallize a problem, see a threat to the
base and get to the movers and shakers. The
day-to-day things need to be done by someone
else.”

Mission support remains the top priority in the
future game plan, Byrd said.

Partnership Chairman Eddie Wiggins said
obtaining additional flying missions for the base
also will be a key objective. Although Robins
will gain additional jobs as a result of BRAC
2005, it will lose one of its flying units - the 19th
Air Refueling Group.

"We've got to have the flying missions,"
Wiggins said. "Without them, the base becomes
a service department."

Macon businessman Ben Henson was appointed
to lead the partnership's fund raising for 2006
and beyond.

"I love Robins and Macon," he said. "My dad
started working on the base in 1941. I don't mind

calling on people to contribute to a worthy
cause. If the base were to close, the Middle
Georgia economy would be flattened so local
cities and businesses need to step up.”

Opinions/ Editorials

Other Voices: BRAC Made Decisions
Based On the Numbers

Daily Press (Newport News, Virginia)
Anthony J. Principi

October 22, 2005 Saturday

The 2005 Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Commission first learned of the
effects of encroachment on the military value of
the Navy's Oceana, Virginia Master Jet Base, on
May 17, when the Chief of Naval Operations
(CNO) testified before the commission that the
Navy had looked at several possible alternative
locations for the base but was unable to find a
suitable site.

After the commanding officer of Naval Air
Station (NAS) Oceana briefed the commission
on May 24 on the detrimental effects of
encroachment upon the installation, the
commission was compelled to consider if
Atlantic Fleet Strike Fighter Wings' operational
readiness, as well as the safety of the citizens of
Virginia Beach and Chesapeake, were
threatened by growing residential and
commercial development. Further, the
commission had to consider whether the Navy
would be able to continue operating NAS
Oceana as a Master Jet Base if the city of
Virginia Beach and the state of Virginia did not
act on the Navy's often-requested measures to
significantly limit and roll back that
encroachment,

Both the Navy and the commission clearly
recognized that there was an encroachment
problem at Oceana that had to be addressed, and
that the Navy did not have a solution. Based on
the CNO's comments, the commission first
considered Georgia's Moody Air Force Base as
an alternative site. The commission did not
consider Cecil Field until after the commission's
July 22 public hearing in New Orleans, when the
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BRAC, Which Once Stirred Passions,
Now Has Few Foes
Congress Daily

Megan Scully
October 24, 2005

Despite fervent efforts this summer to shield
military installations from closure, the House is
expected later this week to overwhelmingly
reject a joint resolution disapproving the
independent base-closing commission's final
recommendations. The resolution, sponsored by
Rep. Ray LaHood, R-111., has received little
support, even among lawmakers affected by the
decisions, bringing a quiet end to a noisy
process. LaHood's legislation is a last-ditch
effort to stop this base-closure round before the
recommendations become law. Similar attempts
in three previous rounds during the 1990s failed
by wide margins.

The resolution has picked up nine co-sponsors,
and LaHood said today that it would be unlikely
to attract any more. "I'm going against the whole
defense establishment, I'm going against the
whole administration, I'm going against the
whole Armed Services Committee,”" LaHood
said. "I'm smart enough to know I'm swimming
upstream on this one." LaHood said he plans to
argue that the military should not close domestic
bases while fighting a war.
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e Naval Station Pascagoula, MS

e Naval Air Station Atlanta, GA

e Naval Station Ingleside, TX

e Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, TX
e Brooks City-Base, TX

¢ Wilford Hall Medical Center, Lackland Air
Force Base, TX, consolidating medical
operations for the region at a new San Antonio
Regional Medical Center at nearby Fort Sam
Houston

¢ Onizuka Air Force Station, CA

e Galena Airport Forward Operation Location,
AK

The Commission's list of base closures and
realignments was presented to the President in
early September, 2005. The President must
accept the Commission's decisions, reject them
in their entirety or send them back to the

- Commission for revisions. If the list is approved
by the President, and Congress fails to pass a
Jjoint resolution thereafter rejecting the list, it
will become law.

The Commission also voted, after much debate,
to keep open the following bases, among others:

¢ Submarine Base, New London, CT

e Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, ME

e Hawthorne Army Depot, NV

e Defense Language Institute, Monterey, CA
¢ Ellsworth Air Force Base, SD

The Commission also voted on other matters,
including to:

e wait until March 31, 2006, before deciding
whether to close Oceana Naval Air Station,

BRAC Commission Early Bird

VA, in order to give local and state authorities
time to make proposed changes to limit
residential encroachment on the base

s move thousands of defense jobs from leased
space in Northern Virginia to Fort Belvoir,
VA; Marine Corps Base Quantico, VA; and
Fort Meade, MD

¢ move thousands of DoD personnel to
Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD

e realign, rather than close, Red River Army
Depot, TX

e keep open the Navy Broadway Complex,
San Diego, CA, subject to satisfaction of
certain conditions

e consolidate 26 Defense Finance and
Accounting Service offices into five offices
located in Limestone, ME; Rome, NY;
Columbus, OH; Indianapolis, IN; and
Alexandria, VA

* Dblock the move of active-component combat
aircraft from Eielson Air Force Base, AK

o order a study of the practicality of
converting a chemical weapons incinerator to
incinerate conventional munitions before
deciding whether to close Deseret Chemical
Depot, UT

e stop the move of about 1,000 jobs to
Hanscom Air Force Base, MA

The Base Redevelopment and Realignment
Manual

Additionally, in August, 2005, DoD issued its
proposed rule, entitled "Revitalizing Base
Closure Communities and Addressing Impacts
of Realignment," for the purpose of establishing
certain policies and assigning certain
responsibilities relating to the closure and
realignment of installations during the 2005
BRAC round. The proposed ruie also authorizes
DoD's publication of a "Base Redevelopment
and Realignment Manual." (This manual was
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Program in favor of a new contract which will
carry through to Feb. 28 of next year rather then
to Aug. 31 of 2006. This will allow the AG’s
Office extra time to do some vendor re-
certification since the current vendor’s contract
expires Dec. 29.

The state assures the county that it will honor all
obligations to maintain the program’s service
after March 1 of next year, according to a letter
from the AG’s office.

The court is also looking at issuing a statement
of support for Gov. Rick Perry’s proclaiming of
next month as the official Home Care and
Hospice Month.

In other business, the commissioners will
consider opening bids from companies seeking
to sell one or more semi-tractors for Precincts 3
and 4. They also plan to open bids from
companies seeking to buy a semi-tractor from
Precinct 3 and three of the same items from
Precinct 4.

New International Trade Route Forged
Between the U.S. and Mexico; Port of San
Antonio Created at Military Base
Scuttled by BRAC

San Antonio Business wire (San Antonio, TX)
October 24, 2005

An agreement to facilitate increased
international cargo trade between the United
States and Mexico was signed by Mexico's
Secretary of Communications and
Transportation, D. Aaron Dychter, Assistant
Secretary of Transportation and officials
representing the Port of San Antonio.

The signing ceremony took place at the Plaza
San Antonio Hotel courtyard, the site of another
international trade milestone, the signing of the
North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) more than 10 years ago.

With representatives of more than 30 Mexico
businesses, federal and state agencies in
attendance, the letter of intent establishes the

mechanisms for moving air, rail and ground
cargo principally from Asia and South America
through Mexico and into the U.S. through
KellyUSA, a multimodal port and industrial park
created on the site of the former Kelly Air Force
Base, which was closed in the first round of
Base Realignment and Closure Commission in
2001.

"What we are saying today with this agreement
is that we are joining forces with Mexico to
develop multimodal corridors that will be
mutually beneficial to each partner," said
Greater Kelly Development Authority CEO
Bruce Miller. "We're establishing synergies,
origin and destination systems, facilitating
access to international markets and creating new
pathways for producers, importers and exporters
to access the global market. All of which means
economic gains for everyone involved."

Because of its land, sea and air connectivity,
Mexico's transportation system provides a
crucial link to the principal commercial trade
blocks of the world. The Mexico/KellyUSA
agreement will facilitate coordination of the
various authorities and agents involved
throughout distribution and supply chains and
will play a fundamental role in the increase of
interior and exterior trade competitiveness.

"We understand that we have the most dynamic
border in the world and that border crossings
through Texas are precisely the ones that
account for more than 70% of the over land
commercial exchange between the United States
and Mexico," said Dr. Aaron Dychter.

Within 30 days following the signing of the
document, a representative will be named to
create a work schedule for implementation of
objectives outlined in the letter of intent and to
begin making necessary arrangements for
coordinating and facilitating the shipping of
merchandise between NAFTA corridor regions.

Otis Air National Guard Base May
Acquire Jobs in Intelligence Unit
The Boston Globe (Boston, MA)

Matt Viser
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needs and requirements of today’s Guard. About
130 soldiers would use the new armory, which
Ayres likened to a high school in terms of
facilities and layout.

“It’s make it most like a high school because
that’s where we get most of our recruits,” Ayres
said.

The City Council voted 5-2 for the city to map
out an agreement on the swap, with council
members Jerry Lange and Anne Lesnet
dissenting. They’re concerned that the city
should not proceed with an exchange unless
appraisals of the Park Avenue location and
airport land were completed.

“I would like to get an evaluation of both sides,”
Lesnet said. “I think it would be prudent and
wise to understand the value of what we’re
swapping.”

The other council members felt an evaluation
was unnecessary.

“I think it’s safe to say we’re getting a pretty
good deal on this,” council member Phil
Fitzgerald said.

Opinions/ Editorials

Beach council should take its cues from
Fla. mayor

The Virginian-Pilot (Hampton Roads, VA)
Kerry Dougherty

October 25, 2005

I probably shouldn’t be telling you this, but for
the past few days I’ve been having weird
fantasies about John Peyton.

In my private moments, I've been dreaming
about how marvelous it would be to lure the
mayor of Jacksonville to the Beach on a perfect,
not-too-hot, not-too-humid summer day. In my
mind, I see him so smitten with the Resort City
that he abandons Jacksonville and becomes our
mayor.

Crazy, I know. But the man did do something
astonishing last week.

He boldly carried out the wishes of the folks
who elected him. In the process, he risked
angering the powerful — and powerfully well-
connected — Gov. Jeb Bush.

In case you missed it,

Peyton declared that the city of Jacksonville
didn’t want Cecil Field reopened after all. After
members of the community howled about living
beside a master jet base, the mayor said he
would bow to public opinion.

Astounding.

Makes you wonder what Virginia Beach would
look like if its elected officials paid a little more
attention to the public.

In fairness, no one really knows how Beach
residents feel about Oceana after BRAC.

In the past, there always seemed to be
overwhelming support for a master jet base in
the heart of Virginia Beach. Oceana is the city’s
largest employer and only an unpatriotic fool or
a jet noise whiner wanted the Navy to leave
town.

But ever since BRAC dropped a load of
outrageous and expensive demands on the Beach
this summer, lots of residents cleared their
throats and dared to suggest that the cost of
keeping Oceana alive may now be too steep.

There is also the real possibility that the city
could spend hundreds of millions of dollars
buying up homes and development rights around
the base only to see Oceana realigned — or
shuttered — in a few years.

“The future of naval aviation is not in Virginia
Beach,” we were warned during the BRAC
hearings.

Has that changed? The Beach has a right to
know.
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Once Spurned by Developers, Shut-Down
Military Bases Are Now Sought-After
Sites

Wall Street Journal

Michael Corkery

October 26, 2005

When the military announces another round of
base closings, the news sends chills through
cities and towns fearful of losing a source of
good jobs and a steady flow of cash generated
by the troops.

Not so in Concord, Calif. The city, located about
20 miles from Oakland, actually asked federal
officials to shut down the Concord Naval
Weapons Station, hoping to develop the land.
The Defense Department agreed to close a
roughly 5,200-acre portion of the property --
quite enough to stir up Concord.

"Everybody is very, very excited about it," says
Jim Forsberg, Concord's director of planning
and economic development. "It represents a
major opportunity to do good things for our
city."

The Concord property is on the current list of
U.S. military base closings that has been
approved by President Bush. If Congress doesn't
reject that list in the next two weeks or so it
becomes law. Thanks to the hot real-estate
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previous closure rounds, mostly because of
environmental cleanup issues.

Pentagon officials say they are learning from
their mistakes and figuring out better ways to
dispose of the land than in the previous round of
closures, which began in the mid-1990s,
following the end of the Cold War.

Developers say they have more information
about pollution on the bases, which helps them
determine whether the properties are worth
investing in. Based on this information,
developers can assess the risks of developing
these properties and local communities can be
more realistic about their chances for reuse.

The improved information also allows the
military to divide up large installations and
transfer the less polluted pieces for
redevelopment. Another tool helping developers
1s environmental insurance, which they say
reduces the risk they face if pollutants are found
on the site.

Environmental problems, "just don't have the
disqualifying affects that they did previously,"
says Actus Lend Lease's Mr. Simon.

One of the biggest changes in this round of base
closures could be the real-estate market itself,
which has dramatically raised the value of some
of the bases. In 2002, the Navy auctioned off a
Naval medical center in the hills of Oakland to a
local church for $22.5 million. But when the
church couldn't pay the bill, the sale fell through.

A second auction for the medical center started
in August and as of yesterday the top bid was
$93.5 million

In Concord, city officials are eager to begin the
planning process for the Naval property, but
they want to be sensitive to residents' concerns
about traffic, open-space preservation and
housing.

Even though the military hasn't closed that
portion of the naval station yet, the pressures are
mounting. When Mr. Forsberg attended a
conference recently about reusing military bases,

he was treated like a celebrity. Real-estate
consultants and developers were buzzing about
the city's Naval installation. "They said,
‘Concord. Let's talk, " says Mr. Forsberg.

Mr. Forsberg says the city is looking for money
to hire consultants to help study a reuse plan.
Developers have offered to help. But, Mr.
Forsberg says they will find the funds elsewhere.

"There is going to be a lot of pressures on the
community to go go go -- but we have to get this
right," he says.

House expected to let base-closure list
stand

Plan would shift jets, jobs to local Guard
Fort Wayne Journal Gazette

Sylvia A. Smith

October 25, 2005

WASHINGTON - The House likely will kill a
move this week to overrule the
recommendations of a civilian panel to close or
merge 55 military bases, including a transfer of
jobs and jets that would expand Fort Wayne’s
Air National Guard unit.

“The numbers aren’t there,” said Paul Hirsh, a
member of a past Base Closure and Realignment
Commission, referring to the number of
lawmakers whose districts are hurt by the
military realignment recommendations.

In the House, 218 votes are needed to approve
something.

If the recommendations become law, the 122nd
Fighter Wing will gain 322 jobs and three F-16
fighter jets, swelling the unit to about 600 jobs
and 18 jets.

Even the author of the resolution to reject the
recommendations, Rep. Ray LaHood, R-Il1., said
he expects to lose. But he is pressing the point
because he objects to the Pentagon’s plan to
move all the fighter jets from the Air National
Guard base at Springfield, I11., to Fort Wayne.

BRAC Commission Early Bird 3

Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.



DCN 12550

The state assures the county that it will honor all
obligations to maintain the program’s service
after March 1, 2006.

In other business, the commissioners agreed to
postpone action on selling semi-tractors for
precincts 3 and 4. They also agreed to table
action on bids submitted by companies seeking
to buy a semi-tractor from Precinct 3 and bids
submitted to buy three semi-tractors from
Precinct 4.

U.S. Fights Ruling For Willow Grove

A judge barred deactivation of a unit there. The
Pentagon still plans to remove the A-10 attack
jets.

Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, PA)

Marc Schogol

October 26, 2005

The Pentagon has appealed a federal judge's
decision barring deactivation of a Pennsylvania
Air National Guard unit that's a key to state
efforts to save the Willow Grove air base.

A spokesman for Gov. Rendell said yesterday
that the state would "vigorously" fight the
appeal, filed Monday in the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit in Philadelphia.

The 111th Fighter Wing of the Pennsylvania Air
National Guard was on a nationwide list of units
to be deactivated that the Pentagon submitted to
the Base Closure and Realignment Commission

(BRAC) in May.

Rendell and U.S. Sens. Rick Santorum and
Arlen Specter sued, saying Guard units could
not be deactivated without state consent. U.S.
District Judge John R. Padova ruled in the state's
favor in August.

Hours later, the BRAC approved
recommendations transferring Naval and Marine
Corps Reserve units at Willow Grove, but did
not vote on disbanding the 111th.

It did, however, vote to strip the unit of its A-10
attack planes.

Since then, state officials have sought an
agreement with Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld to allow the 111th to keep those
planes. Without the aircraft, it is unclear what
mission the 111th would have.

Rendell spokeswoman Kate Philips said the
Pentagon appeal "doesn't necessarily mean
they're not willing to continue discussions with
us... . It remains to be seen."

U.S. Army's base realignment plan could
mean Fort McCoy loses one project but
gains another

The Daily Reporter (Milwaukee, WI)

Sean Ryan

October 25, 2005

The U.S. Army's base realignment plan could
mean Fort McCoy is losing one construction
project but gaining another.

The Army Corps of Engineers originally
planned to build a $10 million to $13 million
Noncommissoned Officer, Academy on the
Monroe County army base and put it out for bids
on Oct. 3. The plan calls for a 52,000-square-
foot training and barracks building, an academy
headquarters building and an outdoor concrete
drill pad. The project was put on hold last week
because of the proposed Base Realignment and
Closure plan that was released in September.

"It was on the hit list," said Jenni-fer Anderson,
contract specialist in the Army Corps Louisville
District Office in Kentucky.

The BRAC plan proposes moving the 84th
Army Reserve Readiness Training Center from
Fort McCoy to Fort Knox, Ky., in 2010. Since
the NCO Academy would be built to serve the
84th, the unit could take the project along if it
moves to Kentucky.

The Army Corps of Engineers cancelled the
request for bids for the project last week and will
rebid it in January, said Linda Fournier, Fort
McCoy public affairs officer. The corps is
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members when the 3rd Cavalry went to Fort
Carson in Colorado.

"The Army and the Department of Defense were
not supporting the continuation of Fort Bliss,"
Costello said.

Ten years later, Fort Bliss stands to gain nearly
21,000 soldiers if Congress allows the current
Base Realignment and Closure proposal to
become law. If lawmakers don't pass a joint
resolution throwing the entire proposal out, it
will become final in the next few weeks. And
this time around, Fort Bliss had the highest
military value of any post in the nation.

However, a decade ago, Washington officials
had misperceptions, including a belief that the
region was running out of drinking water, that
there was a lack of maneuvering space, that
training ranges were encumbered with
environmental restrictions, and that the post had
a deteriorating infrastructure, Costello said.

Rodriguez said that when Costello called
business leaders to explain the situation, "he was
very candid. You didn't have to read between the
lines."

The loss of the 3rd Cavalry had immediate
impacts that didn't bode well for the future.

"I saw this big hunk of soldiers leaving,"
Costello said. "Now, when that happens, you get
your resources cut."”

He said commissary hours were cut, the number
of doctors at Beaumont Army Medical Center
was cut, and the money spent at the post
exchange declined, which funded morale,
welfare and recreation activities.

Costello's immediate reaction was to find
another mission for Fort Bliss. He argued that
the Air Defense Artillery -- which already had a
Patriot unit and the Air Defense Artillery Center
and School at the post -- should be consolidated
here.

"The Army didn't want to move them all into
one place," he said. "I fought for about a half
year until I was told to shut up."

Gault, who later became the general's chief of
staff, said, "He was pretty much the squeaky
wheel, the lone voice in the wind."

U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes, D-El Paso, inherited
the problem after he was elected in 1996.

"It wasn't a very good feeling, or comforting,
that my military base was in danger of being
realigned or eliminated," Reyes said. "There was
a perception out there, which included the
Department of Defense, that we were running
out of water in this community and it would
make sense to close the base."

Reyes quickly secured a spot on the House
Armed Services Committee and started building
regional alliances, including with New Mexico
Republicans, who were watching White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base.,

After Costello's persistence and a hue and cry
from city officials and the congressional
delegation, the Army decided to create another
Patriot unit at Fort Bliss and, ultimately, to move
all ADA brigades to the post, creating a "center
of excellence.”

"That upped the population of the post so we
could keep the lights turned on," Costello said.
"After that, I thought it was time to devise a
strategy to enhance the ADA and make Fort
Bliss BRAC-proof."

As late as 1999, however, the Army still wasn't
convinced of the value of the post. Army
officials were "ambivalent" about renewing a
lease for about 700,000 of the 1.1 million acres
that mostly are used as training ranges, Gault
said.

It took a full-blown environmental impact
statement, a water-table survey, a Bureau of
Land Management analysis of grazing permits,
public hearings and more before another 25-year
lease was secured, Gault said.
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Council members also said they want input from
a citizens’ committee recently appointed to
study conditions for keeping the jets imposed by
the federal Defense Base Realignment and
Closure Commission.

The most controversial BRAC condition would
require the city and the state to condemn and
buy homes in high-risk accident-potential zones
around the base.

Vice Mayor Louis R. Jones said voting Tuesday
would “be bypassing the process we have set up
to make an intelligent decision. I don’t think that
sends a very good signal to anybody.”

Property owners who would lose their homes
under the BRAC demands showed up wearing
T-shirts bearing the message “Save Our
Homes.”

Mayor Meyera E. Oberndorf reassured the
residents that the council would not condemn
their homes. “We will fight as long as we can to
make sure your homes are not taken away from
you,” she said.

Last week’s decision by Jacksonville, Fla., to
halt its pursuit of Oceana’s jets has raised
questions about whether Virginia Beach has to
comply with BRAC’s demands.

The BRAC ruling depended on the jets’ moving

to the Navy’s former Cecil Field west of
Jacksonville if Virginia Beach failed to comply.

The proposed development restrictions grew out
of a regional land-use study launched in summer
2004 and endorsed by the council in May.

Since then, however, the BRAC Commission
mandated the development restrictions as one of
its conditions, a move that began raising
questions in the Beach business community.

The rules would render hotels as an
incompatible use along a section of the
Oceanfront from 33rd to 39th streets, a prospect
that one speaker likened to Las Vegas saying
casinos are incompatible.

BRAC Commission Early Bird

But other business operators said Oceana is too
important to lose.

“I think it comes down to a matter of saving
Jjobs,” said Ramon W. Breeden Jr., the city’s
leading owner of apartment buildings and
shopping centers.

Capt. Patrick J. Lorge, Oceana’s new
commanding officer , called the restrictions an
attempt ‘““to ensure the long-term strategic
viability” of the base.

Voting against the delay were Oberndorf, and
council members Bob Dyer, Rosemary Wilson
and Jim Wood.

The restrictions would be part of an overlay
district encompassing jet-noise zones that
average 70 decibels or louder , covering about
30,000 acres of land, including much of the
resort.

The Navy views homes and hotels in those noise
zones as incompatible with Oceana’s mission.

The new rules would not stop property owners
from building homes or hotels on land already
zoned to allow them.

However, the City Council would have to deny
rezonings or use permits for those uses unless
the property owner could convince the city there
were no other “reasonable” uses of the land that
the Navy views as compatible.

The Navy views industrial, manufacturing and

retail shops as acceptable uses in the higher jet-
noise zones, but those uses probably would not
be suitable on parcels surrounded by residential
neighborhoods, city officials have said.

Opinions/ Editorials
N/A

Additional Notes
N/A
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National News Articles

Plan to close military bases seems certain
to take effect next month

The Associated Press State & Local Wire

Liz Sidoti

October 26, 2005

A plan to close and reconfigure hundreds of
military bases is sailing through Congress, on
track to take effect next month in a blow to
communities such as Springfield and Rock
Island in Hlinois that are hoping for an eleventh-
hour reprieve.

In a long-shot attempt to halt the first round of
base closings in a decade, the House planned a
vote Thursday on a proposal sponsored by
Illinois GOP Rep. Ray LaHood to reject the final
report of the 2005 Base Realignment and
Closure Commission. Even base-closing
opponents considered the effort certain to fail,
like Congress' attempts to stop the four previous
rounds.

To kill the process, the Senate also would have
to veto the report - and the chances of that are
slim to none. In both chambers, opposition has
been muted by the elimination of several major
bases from the Pentagon's original list of
closures and the recent focus on Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita.
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Rumsfeld had recommended closing 33 major
bases and realigning 29 others, but the
commission made changes even as it signed off
on most of the sweeping plan. In the biggest
decisions, the commission voted in August to
keep open a historic shipyard in Kittery, Maine,
a submarine base in Groton, Conn., and Air
Force bases in New Mexico and South Dakota.

Lawmakers representing those states had waged
fierce Jobbying campaigns to get the panel to
spare their facilities. Commissioners denied
politics played a role in their decisions.

The panel also crafted its own shake-up of Air
National Guard units across the country,
choosing not to endorse a Pentagon plan that
drew heavy opposition from state governors and
was arguably the most contentious issue in the
round of base closures.

"Once the commission removed so many bases
from the list, they not only caused individual
members to reverse their parochial positions,
they also removed the concern that the Pentagon
messed up the process so badly that it was
fundamentally flawed," Berteau said. "They also
removed the view that the commission was just
a rubber stamp."

As a result, he said, wide-scale opposition in
Congress to the plan dropped.

The president signed off on the report and sent it
to Congress on Sept. 15. That triggered a 45-
legislative day window for the report to become
law unless both chambers pass a resolution
killing the process.

Congress authorized this round of closures after
the White House threatened to veto an entire
defense spending bill if the Pentagon did not get
the go-ahead.

Since then, the House has consistently supported
closing bases.

Local News Articles

BRAC process nears end

Pensacola News Journal (Pensacola, FL)

BRAC Commission Early Bird

Nicole Lozare
October, 27, 2005

The Base Realignment and Closure process is
nearing its end as military towns nationwide,
including Pensacola, wait for Congress to
approve a report.

Congress has until the second week of
November to act on President Bush's report,
which is based on the recommendations of the
Base Realignment and Closure Commission.

If Congress does reject the report, which will
affect more than 1,500 jobs locally, the
realignment and closure list becomes law.

U.S. Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Chumuckla, said he
plans to vote against Bush's report when the
issue comes before the House of Representatives
this week. The Senate, so far, is not scheduled to
vote on the recommendations.

"I would like to see the BRAC vote delayed, at
the very least," Miller said Wednesday. "The
timing for the process is not when our country is
at war. However, I feel relatively certain that it
is going to pass."

In the five rounds of BRAC thus far, Congress
has yet to reject a president's report.

Military Regional and Oversight Committee
member Don Salter said the group is confident
the report will be approved by Congress.

"We are pleased that we were able to turn
around some of the decisions regarding the
Pensacola Naval Air Station," said Salter, a
retired serviceman and a Santa Rosa County
commissioner.

The group successfully lobbied to keep the
Naval Education and Training Command at
Pensacola Naval Air Station and the Naval
Education Training Professional Development
and Technology Center at Saufley Field, which
would have affected a total of almost 800 jobs.
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"I have planted some seeds," said Artshuler.
"[The proposal] is working its way up the chain
of command."

Susan Murphy, director of public affairs at
Wright Patterson Air Force Base where the Air
Force Research Laboratory is based said the
closing process has not been finalized. President
George W. Bush submitted the realignment
proposals to Congress on Sept. 15 and it has 45
days to accept or reject the proposals.

"Keep in mind, this is a process," said
Murphy.

If the proposal is accepted, which is
expected, the closing process will begin in the
next two years and will have to be complete
within six years.

LaHood fights base closing report
October 26, 2005
WQAD (Illinois)

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Congressman Ray
LaHood is trying block the military base
realignment plan that would bring cuts to the
Rock Island Arsenal and a Springfield Air Guard
unit.

LaHood is sponsoring a resolution to stop the
cuts, and the House plans to vote tomorrow on
whether to reject the final report of the 2005
base-closing commission.

To kill the process, the Senate also would have
to veto the report -- and the chances of that are
considered to be slim,

Illinois Senators Dick Durbin and Barack
Obama say they would vote to reject the report,
if given the chance.

Durbin calls it ""deeply flawed," and Obama
says it could end up costing taxpayers money.

Among those backing the report is Congressman
Jerry Costello who says Scott Air Force Base
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does well under the recommendations and he
doesn't want to restart the process

Officials fear base jobs at risk

Meet with Defense official to block rumored
stealth move of jobs to Massachusetts
Dayton Daily News (Dayton, OH)

Jessica Wehrman

October 27, 2005

WASHINGTON | Concerned about rumors that
the Air Force might try to quietly push through a
Defense Department proposal to send Wright-
Patterson jobs to Massachusetts, a group of Ohio
lawmakers is urging the deputy undersecretary
of defense to abide by the decision of the
independent base closure commission.

The group — Sens. Mike DeWine, R-Ohio,
George Voinovich, R-Ohio, Rep. David Hobson.
R-Springfield, and staff members for Rep.
Michael Turner, R-Centerville, met with Deputy
Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition,
Technology and Logistics Michael Wynne on
Tuesday to reiterate their commitment to
keeping jobs from the Development and
Fielding Systems Group at Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base. Wynne, who took the lead on many
Defense base closure issues, is also President
Bush's nominee for Air Force Secretary.

A Defense Department base closure proposal
made this year would have stripped at least
2,250 jobs from Wright-Patterson and moved
them to Hanscom Air Force Base in
Massachusetts, according to Pentagon estimates.
The Wright-Patterson jobs in question focus
primarily on buying and supporting automated
business systems.

A plan to close and reconfigure hundreds of
military bases is sailing through Congress, on
track to take effect next month. In a longshot
attempt to halt the first round of base closings in
a decade, the House planned a vote today on a
proposal to reject the final report of the 2005
base-closing commission. Even base-closing
opponents considered the effort certain to fail,
like Congress' attempts to stop the four previous
rounds. To kill the process, the Senate also
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base network. But, as expected, the House effort
by Rep. Ray LaHood (R-Ill.) failed. And there is
no similar attempt underway in the Senate.

Opposition to closing bases dropped steadily in
both chambers as the nine-member commission
changed parts of Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld's original recommendations and issues
such as Hurricanes Katrina and Rita commanded
Congress's attention.

The panel sent President Bush its final report in
September. He signed off on it and sent it to
Congress on Sept. 15. That began a 45-
legislative-day period for Congress to reject the
report.

Congressional critics and many local officials
fear the impact of base closures on their area
economies -- and on their political futures. They
say the United States should not restructure
military bases while the U.S. military is engaged
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

LaHood, whose district includes a base in
Springfield, Ill., that is to lose 15 National Guard
fighter jets, urged his colleagues to vote to reject
the report "in support of those that are citizen
soldiers who come from those communities."

But Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.), chairman of
the House Armed Services Committee, who
supports closing bases, said: "These issues have
been thoroughly discussed and debated."

The Pentagon, the White House and GOP
congressional leaders -- and even many
Democrats -- contend that eliminating extra
space will free up money that could be used
instead to improve the United States' fighting
capabilities, and help reposition U.S. forces to
face current and future threats.

In a statement, the Bush administration said that
halting the round of base closings "would harm
U.S. national security interests by preventing
improvements designed to address the new
demands of war against extremists and other
21st century needs."

BRAC Commission Early Bird

Overall, the report calls for closing 22 major
military bases and reconfiguring another 33.
Hundreds of smaller facilities from coast to
coast also will close, shrink or grow, under a
plan that the commission says will mean annual
savings of $4.2 billion,

Rumsfeld had recommended closing 33 major
bases and realigning 29 others, but the panel
made changes even as it approved most of the
plan.

Lawmakers OK base closures

NAS Pascagoula to close; Meridian will lose
planes to other bases

Gannett News Service

Ledyard King and John Yaukey

October 28, 2005

WASHINGTON —- The Pentagon can start
closing and consolidating dozens of U.S.
military bases — including the Pascagoula
Naval Station — now that Congress has given it
the go-ahead.

The House voted 324-85 Thursday to reject a
proposal to derail the Base Realignment and
Closure plan, dashing the hopes of some
communities that Congress might save their
bases and the jobs they provide. All members of
the Mississippi delegation to the U.S. House of
Representatives, except Rep. Bennie Thompson,
D-2nd District, voted with the minority to derail
the base closure plan.

The Pentagon will close 22 major bases,
restructure 33 others and make hundreds of
smaller changes under the plan, which becomes
law next month.

"We need all our resources to support our
fighting men and women, and that means having
the best and most efficient facilities," said
Missouri Rep. Ike Skelton, the top Democrdt on
the House Armed Services Committee.

But Rep. Gene Taylor, a Democrat whose 4th
District includes the Pascagoula Naval Station,
said lawmakers made a mistake in endorsing the
Pentagon's plan.
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statement. "I'm pleased the final
recommendations are poised to be set in stone."

Under the rules guiding the BRAC process, the
only possible roadblock remaining to the
recommendations becoming law would have to
come in the form of a Senate resolution
opposing the proposal.

But no such resolution has or is expected to be
introduced in the Senate, where it would face a
probable defeat, Arkansas congressional aides
said Thursday.

On Sept. 8, the nine-member BRAC commission
sent their recommendations to President Bush,
who approved and sent them to Congress on
Sept. 15. Congress then had 45 legislative days
to enact a joint resolution killing the process or
the report becomes law.

House defeats effort to derail US base
closings
Reuters

Veena Trehan
October 27, 2005

WASHINGTON, Oct 27 (Reuters) - The U.S.
House of Representatives on Thursday
overwhelmingly rejected an effort to stop the
closure and reconfiguration of hundreds of
military bases, clearing the way for the plan to
go forward in 2006.

The House voted 324 to 85 to defeat a proposal
by Rep. Ray LaHood, an Illinois Republican, to
reject the findings of an independent
commission to shut 22 big bases and reconfigure
33 others. Hundreds of smaller facilities also
face changes under the plan approved in
September and supported by President George
W. Bush.

LaHood's resolution had been expected to fail
because many House members did not have base
closures or major reorganizations in their
districts. Congress also has a track record of
turning back attempts to derail base closing
recommendations.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has said the
closure and realignment plan -- the first in a
decade -- was a unique opportunity to reshape
the U.S. military for new missions and prepare it
for the return of troops from Europe and
elsewhere.

In a statement urging rejection of the L.aHood
resolution, the White House said the nation's
current base alignments are primarily designed
for the Cold War. "The military must transform
to meet the new demands," the White House
said.

The nine-member base closing commission
agreed with most Defense Department
proposals, but preserved some bases earmarked
for closure and made other changes.

Some major targets for closure are Fort
Monmouth in New Jersey, Fort Monroe in
Virginia, and Walter Reed Army Medical Center
in Washington. The medical center is moving
most of its operations to a new facility in
Maryland.

LaHood and his supporters said approving the
recommendations would send the wrong
message to American troops in Iraq, and
questioned whether the estimated savings of
$15.1 billion over 20 years were achievable.

But House of Representatives Armed Services
Committee Chairman Rep. Duncan Hunter
supported the closure plan, and called the House
vote the end of a long and difficult process.

"Every one of us spent the last four years
making a case to the Pentagon and the
{commission) that our bases were of such high
military value that they should not be closed or
realigned," the California Republican said.

There have been four rounds of base closings
since 1988, the last in the mid 1990s.

Bush sent the proposal to Congress on Sept. 15,
which had 45 days to act. The were no proposals
in the Senate to reject the commission's
recommendation.
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The base closings and realignments - backed by
the Pentagon, White House, Republican leaders
and many Democrats are intended to streamline
mulitary facilities and troops and put savings
toward improving U.S. military forces and
restructuring them to respond to fitture threats.

Fort Bragg starts work on $80 million
building project

The Associated Press State & Local Wire (Fort
Bragg, NC)

October 27, 2005

Fort Bragg has broken ground on an $80 million
project that will replace wooden World War II-
era buildings with a complex of offices and
barracks for the 1st Corps Support Command.

"For an old soldier who started out in COSCOM
as a second lieutenant ... this is a very welcome
improvement," Col. Albert Ballard, acting
commander of 1st Corps Support Command,
said Wednesday.

Completion of the 50-acre project is scheduled
for March 2008.

The construction will include two barracks with
320 spaces, six battalion headquarters, a group
headquarters, a company operations building
and a dining hall. Soldiers will have individual
rooms and share a bathroom with another
soldier.

"This is not your grandfather's Army," Ballard
said after the ceremony.

Material shortages and rising gas prices caused
in part by hurricanes in the Gulf Coast have led
to some concern among Army engineers as Fort
Bragg embarks on a building boom, with other
brigade barracks complexes under construction
and large headquarters probably being built
within six years.

President Bush recently accepted the
recommendation of the Base Closure and
Realignment Commission to bring two major
commands to Fort Bragg - the Army's Forces
Command and Reserve Command both now
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based in the Atlanta area. The post is also
getting a fourth combat brigade of 3,500 to
3,900 paratroopers.

Fort Bragg already is home to the 82nd Airborne
Division, the 18th Airborne Corps and the Army
Special Operations Command.

Ed circles the wagons around Willow
Grove

Philadelphia Daily News (Philadelphia, PA)
Gloria Campisi

October 28, 2005

A last-ditch effort failed yesterday in Congress
to beat back base closings that imperil the
Willow Grove Naval Air Station and Joint
Reserve Base.

Despite that, Gov. Rendell vows it will take a
real dogfight for the Department of Defense to
get its hands on 12 airplanes used by an Air
National Guard unit at Willow Grove and fly
them off to be mothballed in Arizona.

The department ordered the unit, the 111th
Fighter Wing, a Pennsylvania Air National
Guard outfit stationed at Willow Grove,
deactivated as part of the latest round of cuts
from the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission aimed at saving the government
billions of dollars.

Rendell sued in federal court to stop the

.deactivation of the 111th, arguing that, as

governor, he is commander of the reserve unit
and has to give his consent for it to be shut
down. He had not even been consulted about it,
he said.

A federal judge on Aug. 26 sided with Rendell
and Pennsylvania Sens. Arlen Specter and Rick
Santorum, who joined in the suit.

The Department of Defense is appealing the
ruling and has threatened to remove the dozen
A-10 Warthog jets in the meantime.

" The same day the judge ruled, the BRAC

commission voted unanimously to end
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The unions at the Vegas meeting represent many
of the workers in the congressman's eastern
Connecticut district, which includes the
submarine base.

"He's very concerned about jobs in the state,"
said Goodwin.,

The base closing commission's report calls for
closing 22 major military bases and
reconfiguring an additional 33. Hundreds of
smaller facilities from coast to coast also will
close, shrink or grow, under a plan that the
commission says will mean annual savings of
$4.2 billion.

House Vote Brings Saga Of Sub Base To
An Official Close

Attempt to overturn base-closure
recommendations easily defeated

New London Day (New London, CT)

Anthony Cronin
October 28, 2005

Breathe ecasier, southeastern Connecticut.

On Thursday, the U.S. House of Representatives
took final legislative action that formally ended
the federal base-closure process, ensuring that
the Naval Submarine Base in Groton will remain
open.

“It's official,” said Gov. M. Jodi Rell. “Our base
is saved.”

The House soundly defeated a resolution that
would have rejected the independent base-
closure commission's report. Under the base-
closure process, both chambers of Congress, the
House and the Senate, would have to back
legislation to reject the full base-closure report.
Since the House defeated any such efforts, this
year's base-closure and consolidation process,
the fifth since 1988, effectively ends.

U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons, R-2nd District, who
helped to rally influential congressional forces
against the proposed base shutdown, welcomed
Thursday's congressional action.
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“The Department of Defense should not be
authorized to execute another (BRAC process)
anytime soon,” Simmons said, adding that it was
a mistake to undertake a base-closing process
while the nation is at war.

“The biggest mistake was the recommendation
to close Naval Submarine Base New London
(the Navy's formal name), the world's greatest
center of excellence for undersea warfare,”
Simmons said. “It would have been better never
to have attempted this round of base closures.
Our military is no better for it, and our nation is
no safer.”

In May, the Pentagon unveiled its list of military
bases to be closed or “realigned” and stunned
Connecticut by proposing the shutdown of the
nearly century-old Groton base, the nation's first
base dedicated to submarines. But after a
lengthy, intense fight that enlisted some of the
Navy's top retired brass and an influential letter
from former President Jimmy Carter, the
independent Base Closure and Realignment
Commission overruled the Pentagon's plans and
voted in late August to keep the 687-acre base
open.

The Pentagon had proposed closing the base and
transferring its submarines and various
commands to existing bases at Kings Bay, Ga.,
and Norfolk, Va.

The proposed shutdown sent economic shivers
across the state, since the naval base provides an
economic stimulus to both the southeastern
Connecticut and statewide economies. Its
shutdown could have resulted in a $3 billion-
plus shockwave reverberating throughout the
state's economy and the potential loss of more
than 31,00 jobs. The base itself employs nearly
11,000 active military and civilian employees
and has an annual payroll in excess of $450
million. It pumps about $1.3 billion annually
into the state's economy.

John C. Markowicz, chairman of the regional
Subase Realignment Coalition, said he was

- pleased by the congressional action. “Today the
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The vote was the last obstacle to implementing a
base-closing package with an estimated yearly
taxpayer savings of $4.2 billion. Changes will be
made over six years.

Cleveland Democrats Stephanie Tubbs Jones
and Dennis Kucinich, along with GOP Rep.
Steve LaTourette of Concord Township, argued
in favor of accepting the report. They praised the
commission that formulated it for rejecting an
early Pentagon recommendation to eliminate
more than 1,000 DFAS jobs in Cleveland. It
instead sent the city more jobs.

"Cleveland didn't win because Cleveland had
more political muscle," LaTourette said.
"Cleveland won because of the facts."”

DFAS officials have said they expect their
Cleveland site will eventually employ at least
1,700 people. Thursday's legislative action frees
LaTourette and other Cleveland civic leaders to
negotiate for more jobs with DFAS.

If DFAS wants to transfer more employees to
Cleveland than its current building can hold, the
city is prepared to facilitate construction of a
building to the agency's specifications, said
Carol Caruso of the Greater Cleveland
Partnership.

The group is discussing a site on the east bank of
the Flats with Developers Diversified's Scott
Wolstein, Caruso said. She said the deal would
give DFAS a 20-year lease that is cheaper than
its current rent.

'BRAC is over' Cramer says arsenal, city
can get ready after rejection effort fails in
House vote

Huntsville Times (Huntsville, AL)

October 28, 2005

Shelby G. Spires

A vote to stop Base Realignment and Closure
Commission recommendations failed in the U.S.
House of Representatives Thursday, making
elected officials confident that BRAC changes

will bring almost 5,000 jobs to Huntsville over
the next three years.

U.S. Rep. Bud Cramer, D-Huntsville, said
Redstone and Huntsville can start preparing to
gain the military work the BRAC panel
recommended shifting here during its August
deliberations.

"We can pretty much declare this done," Cramer
said. "BRAC is over, and efforts to (cancel) it
are dead. The major components slated to come
to Huntsville are coming.”

The next step could be a full vote of Congress
on the bill, but that's not likely to happen,
Cramer said. If no action is taken before
Congress goes on break in December then the
BRAC bill becomes law.

By law, separate votes in both the House and
Senate to reject the base closing plan are
required to stop it. The House defeat of moves to
reject the BRAC process puts an end to this
round of BRAC, Cramer said. "There's nothing
(pending) in the U.S. Senate now, and they are
not likely to take it up," he said.

U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Mobile, confirmed
there was no move in the Senate to change
BRAC.

"It's not completely over, but there's no
indication that things will change," Sessions said
in a telephone interview Thursday. "I'm very
confident that what is coming to Redstone
Arsenal will be placed there, and this process is
pretty much wrapped up."

On a 324-85 vote, House lawmakers rejected a
resolution that was put forward by U.S. Rep.
Ray LaHood, R-Ill., Thursday morning that
would cancel the BRAC round.

In August, the BRAC panel voted to relocate the
Army Materiel Command, the bulk of the
Missile Defense Agency and the headquarters of
the Army Space & Missile Defense Command

- from the Washington, D.C., area to Huntsville.
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On a 324-85 vote, lawmakers overwhelmingly
rejected a resolution canceling the round,
authored by U.S. Rep. Ray LaHood, R-Peoria.
By law, the closings list could be stopped only if
either President George W. Bush or both
chambers of Congress rejected the round
outright. Bush approved it last month, and the
House vote removed the last obstacle to
implementation, with no action expected in the
Senate.

LaHood had acknowledged that his resolution
was unlikely to garner much support, but he
pursued it to object to the removal of 15 F-16
fighters from the Springfield-based Illinois Air
National Guard 183rd Fighter Wing to Indiana.

He also contended that the closures, especially
of National Guard stations, sent the wrong signal
to soldiers during wartime. "This is not the way
to say to them, 'well done,' " LaHood said.

During a sparsely attended debate on the House
floor, opponents of the round complained that
the round would not save substantial amounts of
money and unfairly treated their local bases.

U.S. Rep. Lane Evans, D-Rock Island, reiterated
his position that the Defense Department and the
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
failed to follow its own criteria in moving
Arsenal-based tenants. He also contended that
savings will not happen.

"The government will never receive a payback
from this move,"” Rep. Evans said.

The round would yield a net job loss on Arsenal
Island of more than 1,300. About 300 jobs will
be transferring to the Arsenal from the Atlanta-
based 1st U.S. Army and a potential of another
143 jobs could be created through the move of
munitions production from two ammunition
plants. The biggest loss would come from the
transfer of 1,129 Tank-automotive Command
Jjobs to Michigan. The other tenants to move are
the Defense Finance and Accounting Service,
301 jobs, the Joint Manufacturing and
Technology Center, up to 181 jobs, and the
Installation Management Agency, 133 jobs.

Rep. Evans was joined in his opposition by an
unlikely ally: indicted former House Majority
Leader Tom DelLay, R-Texas, who said he
opposed the round over the removal of F-16
fighters from Ellington Field near Houston.

"The recommendations seem to be more based
on bean counting than strategic significance," he
said.

Iowa U.S. Rep. Jim Nussle, R-Manchester and
candidate for governor, voted to cancel the
round. He issued a statement in which he
expressed "deep disappointment” with the base
closure commission's final report, and noted that
he and other lowa and Illinois lawmakers had
pleaded in writing with Army Secretary Francis
J. Harvey to review the final list.

He, too, argued that the commission did not
follow published criteria in considering the
Pentagon's proposed closures and realignments.

Nationally, the round will close 22 major bases,
realign 33 others and affect hundreds of
individual offices and sites. It is to yield an
estimated savings of $35.6 billion over 20 years,
according to the base closure commission,
though the panel noted that some $20.5 billion in
savings would come from the reassignment of
military personnel currently performing work
that could be performed by civilians. That fact
led some members of the commission, and
critics of the process, to challenge the overall
savings estimate.

Proponents of the round countered that the
BRAC commissioners showed their
independence by rejecting 13 major base
closures and modifying others, and that the
process was the only fair approach to needed
military streamlining. They also argued that if
the current round was rejected, the Pentagon
would return with anther, potentially broader
round.

It’s official, BRAC cuts now reality
Quad City Times (Quad City, IA)

Ed Tibbetts

October 28, 2005
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platform for additional work. That mission,
according to the initial timeline, would not move
here until 2009.

Ever since the Pentagon announced its proposals
in May, the lives of hundreds of Arsenal workers
have been on hold. Now that the decision
appears to be final, the military likely will start
answering outstanding questions, such as what
kind of job rights employees will have — and
what kind of relocation incentives might be
offered.

“People are starting to think about what they
need to do about their futures,” said Blackburn,
who represents TACOM workers. However, she
said if the bulk of the move doesn’t happen for
another five years “it’s hard to make plans that
far out.”

Arsenal backers had argued that the realignment
here didn’t make sense because the defense and
accounting site on the island ranked higher than
others that are being kept open — and gaining
jobs — while the millions of dollars it would
cost to move TACOM to Detroit would yield no
financial payback.

Those points were echoed by several legislators,
from both parties, who pleaded their own
specific cases Thursday, but it was in vain.

“The recommendations seem to be based much
more on bean counting than strategic value,”
said U.S. Rep. Tom DeLay, R-Texas, the ex-
majority leader.

U.S. Rep. Neil Abercrombie, D-Hawaii, said the
process was transparently political. “This has
nothing to do with whether or not there’s some
rational process that’s been undertaken and
everybody here knows it,” he said.

The commission has defended its work. It says
the moves nationwide will mean $4.2 billion in
annual savings. And Rep. Joel Hefley, R-
Colorado, said, while painful, if there was no
base closing process, Congress wouldn’t be able
to find the will to rid the country of excess
military infrastructure.

Earlier this summer, there was greater sentiment
in Congress to oppose the base closings.
However, commission decisions to reject
Pentagon recommendations and keep some
bases open lowered the temperature of the
opposition and made passage appear certain.

In addition to the lopsided result in the House,
there was no move afoot in the Senate to reject
the proposal. All four of the senators
representing the Quad-Cities had said they
would vote to reject the plan, but with the
House’s vote there will be no need.

House vote ends latest base closing round
The Enid News and Eagle (Enid, OK)

Jeff Mullin

October 28, 2005

BRAC 2005 is over.

The latest Base Realignment and Closure round,
authorized by Congress in December 2001,
officially ended Thursday when the House
defeated a measure designed to stop BRAC
commission recommendations from becoming
law,

House Joint Resolution 65, which would have
rejected the entire BRAC report accepted by
President Bush and sent to Congress in
September, was defeated 324-85. The vote

removed the last obstacle to the BRAC
recommendations becoming law. The military
must begin implementing those
recommendations in two years and must
complete them in six.

"It felt good today to put the final nail in the
BRAC coffin," said 3rd District Rep. Frank
Lucas, R-Okla., who voted against the measure.
"Resi-dents of Enid and Altus can now know
that there is no chance of a reversal of the
BRAC Commis-sion's decision to maintain both
Vance and Altus Air Force Bases."

"I am relieved. I'm glad," said Mike Cooper,
chairman of Vance Development Authority and
Oklahoma Strategic Military Planning
Commission. "It has been a long time."
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"We will win any efforts (of establishing a new
BRAC round) in the foreseeable future," he said,
"and by foreseeable future, we are talking about
a long ways away. We don't have to worry about
BRAC anymore."

Despite local opposition, House OKs
BRAC demands

The Virginian-Pilot (Hampton Roads, VA)
Dale Eisman

October 28, 2005

WASHINGTON — The House overwhelmingly
gave its blessing Thursday to the work of the
2005 Defense Base Realignment and Closure
Commission, putting the full weight of the
federal government behind demands that
Virginia and the ¢ ity of Virginia Beach halt
development around Oceana Naval Air Station.

The 324-85 vote defeating a “resolution of
disapproval” was the final legislative hurdle for
the commission’s proposal to close 21 major
bases nationwide and reshuffle forces at dozens
of others.

President Bush already has endorsed BRAC’s
plan, so action in both houses of Congress
would be required to stop it.

All four Hampton Roads representatives —
Republicans JoAnn Davis of the 1st District,

Thelma Drake of the 2nd District and J. Randy
Forbes of the 4th District and Democrat Robert

C. Scott of the 3rd District — supported the
resolution and were on the losing end of
Thursday’s vote.

Drake said she had “serious reservations” about
how the commission did its work, citing

evidence that some recommendations may have
been based on “less than accurate” information.

The commission decided that the Navy should
move more than 200 fighter aircraft from
Oceana to Cecil Field, a base near Jacksonville,
Fla., that was closed in 1999, unless state and
local governments spend at least $15 million
annually to roll back commercial and residential

development in high-risk “crash zones” near
Oceana.

But Jacksonville officials, who had been
enthusiastic about the potential move,
announced last week that they do not want Cecil
Field to reopen after all. Jacksonville also has
acknowledged that claims by its representatives
that there are no homes or businesses in Cecil
Field’s crash zones were erroneous.

BRAC Commission Chairman Anthony J.
Principi was unavailable for comment Thursday
but has repeatedly defended the panel’s handling
of Oceana. The number of homes in dangerous
areas near Cecil Field is a fraction of the total at
risk around Oceana, he argued in an essay
submitted to several newspapers last week.

With Jacksonville apparently out of the picture,
the Navy may have little choice but to retain
Oceana as its E ast C oast master jet base. But
service leaders have held open the possibility
that they’ll seek to build a new base elsewhere
along the E ast C oast and there have been signs
that Florida Gov. Jeb Bush may push to reopen
the Jacksonville bid.

One opponent of the BRAC recommendations,
Rep. Gene Taylor, D-Miss., cited the Oceana-
Cecil Field struggle Thursday to buttress his
claim that the closing process is flawed.

Had a past commission been blocked from
closing the Florida base, Taylor suggested, the
Navy would not now be having to consider
building a new facility, a potential $2 billion
drain on an already-strained budget.

While Oceana has been the focus of most local
attention on the BRAC Commission’s decisions,
the panel also agreed to close historic Fort
Monroe in Hampton. The Army’s Training and
Doctrine Command, Fort Monroe’s principal
tenant, will be shifted to Fort Eustis in Newport
News.

The commission estimates its full package of
closures will save about $15 billion over 20
years, money the Pentagon hopes to invest in
new weapons systems.
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The House voted 324-85 not to veto the final
report of the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission. Rep. Mike Michaud, D-Maine,
joined the majority in supporting the
comumission's report while Rep. Tom Allen, D-
Maine, opposed it.

The vote means the report will become law. No
similar resolution is pending in the Senate.
President Bush endorsed the list on Sept. 15 and
Congress had 45 days to reject it.

In Allen's district in southern Maine, the
commission decided to close Brunswick and
keep open Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in
Kittery.

"Closing surplus military infrastructure makes
sense, but only if it is done in a proper strategic
context and through a rational, deliberative and
fair process," Allen said. "The 2005 base closure
round does not meet these tests."

In Michaud's district in northern Maine, the
commission decided to nearly double the size of
the Defense Finance and Accounting Service
office in Limestone. Despite strongly
disagreeing with the Brunswick decision,
Michaud cited the importance of keeping
Portsmouth and expanding Lime- stone.

"This has been a very difficult BRAC round for
the state of Maine," Michaud said. "As we
approach the end . . . it is important that we
remain focused on promoting the best interests
of the entire state and that we continue to work
as one Maine."

All three decisions about Maine differed from
what the Pentagon recommended. De- fense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld sought to close
Portsmouth and the accounting service, and to
reduce Brunswick by moving its surveillance
planes to Jacksonville Naval Air Station in
Florida.

Overall, the report calls for closing 22 major
bases and reducing 33 others. Hundreds of
smaller bases will close or shrink. The Pentagon
expects to save $4.2 billion per year from the
changes.

Maine stood to lose 7,000 jobs - the second
highest number in the country - when Rumsfeld
announced his list on May 13. But the
independent nine-member commission that
reviewed the recommendations decided that
Portsmouth's submarine maintenance was too
important to lose and that Limestone's work
force was valuable enough to expand.

Allen argued that Rumsfeld sought closures
before the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,
then failed to change course in response.

Brunswick's biggest selling point was its status
as the last operational military airfield in the
Northeast. "Its loss will hamper our capability to
perform homeland defense and maritime patrol
missions in the region, leaving a vulnerable
flank for the entire nation," Allen said.

Portsmouth will keep 4,233 jobs. Limestone's
office will grow from 360 jobs to at least 600.

The Senate won't conduct a similar vote, but
Sens. Olympia Snowe and Susan Collins, both
R-Maine, have opposed the closure process from
the start.

Collins, a member of the Armed Services
Commiittee, said the time has come to plan for
redevelopment of Brunswick Naval Air Station,
which employs 3,275 workers.

A 13-member Brunswick Local Redevelopment
Authority will begin meeting as early as next
month to create a zoning plan for the 3,200-acre
property. The group will spend 12 to 18 months
deciding how best to use the land.

"I continue to believe that this is a flawed and
unwise process. I am not optimistic that the
process will be halted in any way," Collins said.
" At this point, our focus has to be on assisting
the people of the Brunswick-Topsham area in
coping with what will be a considerable
economic effect to the area.”

Snowe is pursuing amendments to a pending
defense policy bill that would give the base to
the community for free and prevent an early
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“Today, however, we were faced with an up-or-
down vote on the BRAC Commission
recommendations as a whole. On balance, 1
found the recommendations to be worthy of
approval, and voted — with some reservations —
against the motion to disapprove the final BRAC
report.”

U.S. Rep. Hulshof: Statement on BRAC

Vote in House Thursday
October 27, 2005

Rep. Kenny Hulshof, R-Mo. (9th CD), issued
the following statement:

The following is a statement from Rep. Kenny
Hulshof regarding the Base Realignment and
Closure (BRAC) vote in the House:

"In principle, [ support the BRAC process as a
way to promote efficiency and streamline our
nation's military. That being said, I am
unconvinced that the BRAC commission's
recommendations in their final form will
improve our nation's defense capabilities. For
these reasons, I have voted to reject the BRAC
report.

"I am particularly troubled by the proposal to
strip the 15 F-15 fighters from the 131st Fighter
Wing of the Missouri Air National Guard. This
proposal is detrimental to not only the St. Louis
region, but to our nation's overall military
readiness. As a result of the BRAC
recommendations, our nation could stand to lose
some of the most qualified pilots in the Air
National Guard.

"The original goal of BRAC was to phase-out
unneeded, outdated military infrastructure. Past
BRAC rounds have by and large achieved this
goal. In contrast, the 2005 BRAC round has
provided little in the way of cost savings, mostly
because the Pentagon used this opportunity to
address objectives unrelated to the stated
purpose of the BRAC process. In fact, some of
the commission's final recommendations would
actually increase costs to taxpayers.

"It has also been noted that the Pentagon used
flawed assumptions in calculating the savings
achieved by this round of BRAC. When these
assumptions are removed, as the Government
Accountability Office believes they should be,
BRAC saves taxpayers less than the 1995 round,
despite impacting more bases.

"Because of these flaws and weaknesses, I
cannot support these recommendations, and cast
my vote accordingly.”

U.S. Rep. DeGette: Statement on BRAC
Vote in House Thursday
October 27, 2005

Rep. Diana DeGette, D-Colo. (1st CD), issued
the following press release:

Rep. Diana DeGette (D-CO) today voted for a
proposal that seeks the repeal of the Base
Realignment and Closure Commission's
{(BRAC) 2005 base closure recommendations.

These recommendations inciuded the closure of
the Denver Defense Finance and Accounting
Service (DFAS) site despite its receiving the top
rating in the Pentagon's evaluation of such
facilities.

"Our city has suffered significant losses because
of previous base closures. Now, despite a proud
history of supporting our nation's armed forces,
if these recommendations are carried out the
military will have virtually no presence in
Denver," said Rep. DeGette. "I support the
military's efforts to streamline its infrastructure
and reduce its operating budget. The Pentagon,
however, rated the Denver site as having the
highest military value of any of the Defense
Finance and Accounting Service locations. It
simply runs counter to the mission of the BRAC
Commission to close this site."

The BRAC Commission announced its decision
to close the DFAS site at Bucklev Annex in
Denver on August 25. The facility employs
nearly 1,500 people and contributes $150
million per year to the Denver area economy in
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Defense Base Closure and Realignment
Commission.

The bill failed by a vote of 324-85.

Hefley said while he doesn't believe the 2005
BRAC process was perfect, passing the
resolution would not guarantee better BRAC
results in the future.

"The 2005 BRAC process was perhaps the
smoothest and best we've had, but that doesn't
mean [ want to go through another round of
BRAC any time soon," said Hefley. "To those of
my colleagues who are still on the fence about
today's vote, I would point out that disapproval
of the BRAC 2005 recommendations would
guarantee yet another round of base closures in
the near future. Bases on today's closure list
would likely appear again on that future list, and
those bases that escaped closure would again be
at risk of closure or realignment.

"Whether or not you support any given closure
or realignment within BRAC 2005, I hope that
all of my colleagues will recognize that the
alternative - another round of BRAC in the near
future - would be even worse."

According to the commission's report, the
recommendations will result in a net savings of
$35.6 billion over 20 years with annual savings
of $4.2 billion.

On Sept. 15 the President agreed with the
commission's recommendations and sent them to
Congress for review. The House Armed Services
Committee considered H.J. Res 65 on Sept. 27
and adversely reported it out of committee by a
vote of 43-14 with the recommendation to the
House that it not pass the measure.

U.S. Rep. Herger: Statement on BRAC

Vote in House Thursday
October 27, 2005

Rep. Wally Herger, R-Calif. (2nd CD), issued
the following press release:

Rep. Wally Herger (CA-02) today voted in
opposition to a House measure to disapprove the
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)
Commission's recommendations.

The measure of disapproval failed by a vote of
85-324, thereby in essence approving the
recommendations. The House vote finalizes the
BRAC process, and makes certain that Beale
AFB will remain open through this BRAC
round. The congressman had the following
reaction to today's development:

"I am enormously pleased that Beale Air Force
Base will remain open and continue its critical
reconnaissance mission,” Herger said. "Today's
House vote completes the BRAC process, and
confirms that Beale will continue to play a vital
role in our national defense and be a critical
economic presence in Northern California.”

Beale is the largest employer north of
Sacramento to the Oregon border. Employment
is forecasted to exceed 5,000 as the Global
Hawk mission continues to grow in the coming
years. The economic impact for the neighboring
eight counties exceeds $700 million.

Herger added, "I want to again thank the entire
SAVE BEALE team for working diligently in
support of our base. Their incredibly hard work
helped promote Beale's high military value,
which the Department of Defense, the BRAC
Commission, the president, and Congress
repeatedly acknowledged. The SAVE BEALE
team can now celebrate this tremendous
victory," concluded Herger.

U.S. Rep. Larson: Statement on BRAC
Vote in House Thursday
October 27, 2005

Rep. John B. Larson, D-Conn. (1st CD), issued
the following press release:

Rep. John B. Larson (CT-01) voted Thursday for
a joint resolution rejecting the 2005 round of
base closures and realignments, saying that "this
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"One of our most important duties is to provide
for the defense of our nation. We should not be
closing and realigning our bases at a time when
our nation is engaged in the Middle East and
faces unprecedented threats from abroad.
Rejecting BRAC 2005 is simply the right thing
to do for our men and women in uniform the
security of our nation, and for the future of our
Air National Guard."

U.S. Rep. Herseth: Statement on BRAC

Vote in House Thursday
October 27, 2005

Rep. Stephanie Herseth, D-S.D. (at-large),
issued the following press release:

Rep. Stephanie Herseth today voted against
H.J.Res 65, a resolution to reject the entire set of
recommendations by the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Commission (BRAC),
including their recommendation to keep
Ellsworth Air Force Base open.

The resolution failed.

Herseth said, "While I still have concerns about
the BRAC process, particularly during a time of
war, I am pleased that this resolution failed. This
1s one more step in ensuring that the Pentagon's
misguided decision to close Ellsworth Air Force
Base is indeed overturned. This victory was a
result of determined, bipartisan teamwork from
folks across South Dakota, and we should all be
proud of our work to ensure that Ellsworth is
kept open for generations to come."

Herseth has been working to encourage new
missions at Ellsworth, including a military
financial services operation that would bring an
additional 700 jobs to the Base.

U.S. Rep. Lucas: Statement on BRAC
Vote in House Thursday
October 27, 2005

Rep. Frank Lucas, R-Okla. (3rd CD), issued the
following press release:

U.S. Third District Rep. Frank Lucas voted
today against a measure designed to stop the
Base Realignment and Closure decision from
becoming law, and declared the process
officially completed.

"It felt good today to put the final nail in the
BRAC coffin," Lucas said. "Residents of Enid
and Altus can now know that there is no chance
of a reversal of the BRAC Commission's
decision to maintain both Vance and Altus Air
Force Bases."

In May, the Department of Defense announced
its recommendations to close or realign some
installations in order to reduce overhead and
match infrastructure with future military needs.
The BRAC Commission approved 86 percent of
these recommendations, and in September,
President Bush approved the commission's
recommendations and forwarded them to
Congress for review.

"When the Defense Department announced that
our bases weren't on the BRAC list, the
champagne corks were popping in Enid and
Altus. When the BRAC Commission agreed to
keep our bases off the list, we breathed another
sigh of relief. But this vote today signifies the
end of the road for the BRAC process. Finally,
after years of preparations, exhortations, and
appropriations, this process is finally over."

Both Altus Air Force Base and Vance Air Force
Base in Enid emerged from the scrutiny of the
BRAC process unscathed. Vance Air Force Base
will expand its pilot training mission, resulting
in an additional 99 civilian and military jobs and
an additional 25 military aircraft for the base.
Altus Air Force Base will not lose a single
civilian job or a single plane, and all of Altus'
major base missions remain.

"The community leaders of Altus and Enid and
the state and federal leaders should all be proud
of our years of work on securing our Oklahoma
military bases," Lucas said. "Our efforts have
paid off."
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The office of Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-
Texas, issued the following press release:

Following a request made by Texas' senior sen.,
Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX), General Peter
Schoomaker, Chief of Staff of the Army, has
agreed to visit Red River Army Depot in
Texarkana. Sen.

Hutchison made the request in an effort show
what a great workforce we have at Red River.
The date of the visit has yet to be finalized.

"I am pleased General Schoomaker has agreed
to visit Red River Army Depot," said Sen.
Hutchison, who led the effort to defend and,
ultimately, save Red River from closure during
the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)
process. "Now that BRAC is behind us, we must
begin to look toward the future and improve Red
River. General Schoomaker is taking a personal
interest in possible infrastructure improvements
that would enhance Red River's ability to
modernize and grow into an elite 21st Century
depot facility."

The visit was secured by Sen. Hutchison during
a recent meeting with General Schoomaker at
the Pentagon. Sen. Hutchison hopes to
accompany the general on his visit to the base.
During the BRAC process, Sen. Hutchison
worked with Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) and
Congressman Ralph Hall (R-TX) to encourage
BRAC Chairman Anthony Principi to visit Red
River - a turning point that undoubtedly
contributed to the unanimous Commission vote
to keep Red River open.

"I look forward to General Schoomaker seeing
first hand the critical work conducted at Red
River and meet the dedicated and skilled
workers who proudly serve our nation," Sen.
Hutchison said. "Red River is a vital component
of our nation's military and makes an incredible
contribution to the War on Terror."
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Last-d!tch attempt to ditch BRAC fails
Biloxi Sun Herald

Brian P. Nanos

October 28, 2005

The House of Representatives on Thursday
overwhelmingly rejected legislation that would
have set aside the recommendations of the Base
Realignment and Closure commission.

Proposals made by the commission -- charged
with saving money by closing military bases
around the country -- included the closure of
Naval Station Pascagoula on the Mississippi

Gulf Coast.

The proposals were signed by President Bush
and unless rejected by Congress will become
law on Nov. 8.

The resolution required to stop the base closings.
authored by Rep. Ray LaHood, R-111., failed by a
vote of 324-85.

U.S. Rep. Gene Taylor, Democrat from Bay St.
Louis, was one of the congressmen who spoke
out against the BRAC recommendations and the
BRAC process in general. According to Taylor.
the process of deciding which bases to close 1s
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base closures had weakened substantially in
recent months, particularly after the base closure
commission voted to save several large bases
that the Pentagon tried to close. Chief among
them were a submarine base in Connecticut, a
big Navy shipyard in Maine and an Air Force
base in South Dakota.

Lven some longtime House critics of base
closure said they were prepared to accept the
commission's recornmendations, if only to get
the matter behind them and avoid another fight
over military bases next year.

"I don't want to go through this again," said Rep.
Joel Hefley, R-Colo. He's a member of the
House Armed Services Committee who voted to
accept the base closure law. "Any of us with
military bases don't want to go through this
agony again."

The Pentagon initially estimated $48 billion in
savings from base closures over 20 years, but
lawmakers said the commission's actions to save
some bases, as well as revisions in estimates,
meant that the real savings would be much
smaller -- though still substantial.

The chairman of the House Armed Services
Commiittee -- Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif, --
said the measure would save * 15 billion over 20
years. There would be annual savings of more
than $2.5 billion upon completion of all closures
and realignments, he said. *

Local News Articles

Base closing decision process coming to a
close

The Associated Press State & Local Wire (Little
Rock, AR)

October 28, 2005

A House vote that rejected a move to block a
round of military base closures and
consolidations cleared the way for the Pine Bluff
Arsenal to expand and for the 188th Fighter
Wing at Fort Smith to get a new mission.

BRAC Commission Early Bird

The air base at Fort Smith was believed to be in
danger of being closed, but the Base
Realignment and Closure Commission instead
recommmended that dutics at the base be shifted.

The Touse voted 324-85 on Thursday against a
proposal to reject the commission's
recommendations.

Under the commission package, the Pine Bluff
Arsenal will get an $8.9 million reserves
building at the arsenal.

The commission recommendations, which were
released Aug. 26, proposed doing away with the
F-16 Air National Guard fleet at Fort Smith. Bus
the panel also proposed a new mission for the
base - a flect of A-10 Warthogs. The twin-
engine aircraft fly low and are used to support
ground combat.

Affecting southwest Arkansas, the Lone Star
Ammunition Plant in east Texas is to close. But
the panel spared the larger Red River Army
Depot next door.

Both facilities employ hundreds of Arkansans
and area officials lobbied heavily to keep the
installations open. The community had feared
the loss of thousands of jobs if both bases
closed. The plan calls for the loss of 357 jobs at
Red River. Officials said 4,500 work either in
the plants or in jobs related to the facilities.

The commission decision to recommend closing
the Lone Star plant would mean the loss of

another 400 jobs and 357 would be eliminated at
Red River.

The Little Rock Air Force Base at Jacksonville
had stood to see its C130 training mission grow,
but the commission decided against a number of
proposals that would have moved cargo more
aircraft to the central Arkansas base.

"It pretty much signals the BRAC process is
over," Rep. Mike Ross, D-Ark., said of
Thursday's House vote. "Everyone agrees this
round of BRAC has come and gone and the Pine
Bluff Arsenal has survived."

(e
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indispensable part of our national security and
we will continue our efforts to keep it operating
for many years to come."

Base closure, realignment pian near
conclitsion

North County Times (Escondido, CA)
Mark Walker

October 28, 2005

The chairman of the federal panel that spent 14
weeks coming up with a military base closure
and realignment plan that left San Diego County
largely unscathed said Thursday that he believes
the next such effort should take place in five
years.

Rancho Santa Fe native Anthony Principi, who
was appointed by President Bush to head the
Base Realignment and Closure Comimnission
known as BRAC, said world geopolitics demand
a flexible military infrastructure.

"There will be additional BRAC rounds, and in
my opinion, there needs to be," said Principi as
the full list of about 950 base closure and
modification recommendations made by the
commission move closer to being ratified. "We
don't live in a static environment. Threats
change and our national security posture will
constantly have to be in transformation (o meet
the needs."”

Principi spoke to the North County Times in a
telephone interview from the commissicn's
headquarters in Washington, D.C., as the House
of Representatives was in the midst of voting
overwhelmingly to reject a resolution that would
have vetoed the panel's recommendations.

‘The House vote rejecting the resolution gives the
go-ahead for the first major changes to the
nation's base structure in 10 years. The Senate
has not scheduled a vote on the report, and if no
senator presses for one, the recommendations
become law in mid-November.

The commission calls for closing 22 maior bases
nationwide and making major changes at
another 29. Combined with a lengthy list of

minor realignments, the commission says the
changes should result in an annual savings of
more than $4 billion.

In California, no major base closures were
sought.

In the San Dicgo region, the commission
recommended only small cuts and
consolidations in the next several years. Those
include transferring 118 civilian workers from
the Fallbrook Naval Weapons Station, moving
1,600 student and instructor positions from the
San Diego Naval Medical Center, also known as
Balboa Naval Hospital, to Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, and shuttering the San Diego Defense
Finance and Accounting Office.

Miramar Marine Corps Air Station would
become the home of the brig now at Camp
Pendleton, and Miramar would see about 40
instructor-pilots and support personnel
transferred to LEglin Air Force Base in Florida.
Miramar also picks up about 87 military
positions and 34 civilian jobs.

Camp Pendleton is slated to lose a net of about
144 positions. and 10 mine sweeper ships would
be transferred from Ingleside Naval Station in
Texas to San Diego.

At March Air Reserve Base in Southwest
Riverside County, two Air National Guard
Reserve would be consolidated into a single
command.

While Pentagon officials said that the Moreno
Valley base is the most valuable of the 16 Air
Reserve bases in the country, it could be made
more efficient by consolidating it from two
commands into one, and see other operations
transferred to other states. In the end, March is
slated to lose about 70 military and 40 civilian
positions.

Principi said the biggest challenge for the
commission and its 100-member staff was doing
its work in about 14 weeks and responding to
sometimes intense political and community
pressure in areas slated for major changes.
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President Bush endorsed the commission's final
list in September, leaving Congress as the last
chance to block the plan. But the BRAC
comunission's decision to save some of the
biggest bases mollified many of the most vocal
opponents.

The military has two years to start shutting down
and consolidating affected bascs and some of
that work could start as early as January.,

Fort's last-gasp hopes dashed
Asbury Park Press (Asbury Park, NJ)
Keith Brown

October 28, 2005

Alison Wollman said she would reluctantly take
off her rose-colored glasses Thursday after
learning Congress gave the Pentagon the go-
ahecad to begin shutting down Fort Monmouth.

"It's been a great run, and now you have to
adjust,” said Wollman, whose husband, Hank, is
a Fort Monmouth civilian engineer of 20 years.
"There are no guarantees."

The House voted 324 to 85 to reject a proposal
that would have derailed the Base Realignment
and Closure plan, dashing the faint hopes that
Congress might pass a last-minute measure {0
save the 88-year-old post and others around the
country.

The Pentagon now can start closing Fort
Monmouth, expanding Pic-atinny Arsenal and
merging McGuire Air Force Base, Lakehurst
Naval Air Engineering Station and Fort Dix into
a megabase. The Department of Defense will
close 22 major bases, restructure 33 others and
make hundreds of smalier changes under the
plan, which becomes law next month.

The biggest hit for New Jersey will be at Fort
Monmouth, which will move much of its
communications and electronics research to
Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland.

"I'm not surprised. Disappointed, but not
surprised,” said Tinton Falls Mayor Peter
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Maclearie, whose town — along with Eaiontown
and Oceanport — will be most affected by the
loss of the fort's 5,552 civilian and military jobs.

"Maybe it was all too obvious from the
beginning. The lines were drawn. It's time to
accept reality and move forward," Maclearie
said.

Thursday's vote also was no surprise to George
Markos, owner of Zeek's Kitchens and Bath just
outside the fort in Eatontown. He believes his
business will survive but likely will be far
slower than it was before the Pentagon's May
announcement about the closing.

"All the business T used to do with the {ort, I
think that's gone forever," he said.

Streamlining the military

The Pentagon wants to close bases to save
money and reorganize the military so it is better
prepared to fight terrorism and modern wars.
But opponents, mostly those representing
installations that will be closed or scaled back,
said this is the wrong time for such a move.

"T cannot emphasize enough how damaging it
will be for our country if we fail to preserve our
research and development infrastructure,
particularly in the areas of communications and
intelligence," said Rep. Rush D. Holt, whose
district includes Fort Monmouth. "Halting this
flawed process would have enabled us to
enhance, rather than degrade, the security of our
country. Unfortunately, Congress has now
squandered that opportunity.”

The Pentagon's base-closing list was modified,
but largely upheld, by the nine-member,
president-appointed Base Realignment and
Closure commission in late August.

President Bush endorsed the commission's final
list in September, leaving congressional action
as the last chance to block the plan.

Overall, New Jersey will lose about 3,800
civilian and military jobs, according to the
BRAC commission.
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46.000 have not varied greatly since the panel’s
recommendations were announced in the spring.

“You plan for a dynamic situation,” he said.

In order to get a handle on how the post’s
current workforce of 23,000 gets to their jobs,
Marshall sent out a web-based survey last week
that asked them to provide their zip code and to
answer questions on whether they would
carpool, use public transportation, or
telecommute if those options were available to
them.

“We need to be able to say what their
commuting patterns are,” noted Marshall.

A similar survey that was conducted in 2003
determined that two-thirds of the authorized
workforce lived south and west of the post.

“They’re coming from Burke, Lorton, and
Prince William,” said Marshall.

Ten percent of the 2003 survey’s recipients
responded to the survey, and Marshall is hopeful
that more people will answer the questions this
time around. Results from the current survey are
expected to be announced in mid-December.

“We will continue to do surveys like this
periodically,” he explained.

Which roads people use to get to Fort Belvoir
will be dependent on where the organizations
slated to move to post are located, Marshall
continued.

“Transportation solutions are a:so dependent on
siting,” he said.
f=t)

Highway widening might not be the only
solution to making getting to post easier, and
options such as additional exit lanes and flyovers
should be considered, he said.

The BRAC 2005 recommendations, which have
been accepted by President George W. Bush and
await congressional anproval, would need to be
complete by 2011 if passed into federal law.

Officials Fear Base Jobs at Risk ; Meet
With Defense Official to Bleck Remored
Stealth Move of Jobs to Massachusetts
Dayton Daily News (Dayton, OH)

October 28, 2005

WASHINGTON -- Concerned about rumors thar
the Air Force might try to quietly push through a
Defense Department proposal to send Wright-
Patterson jobs to Massachusetts, a group of Ohic
lawmakers is urging the deputy undersecretary
of defense to abide by the decision of the
independent base closure commission.

The group -- Sens. Mike DeWine, R-Ohio.
George Voinovich, R- Ohio, Rep. David
Hobson, RSpringfield, and staff members for
Rep. Michael Turner, R-Centerville, met with
Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics Michael
Wynne on Tuesday to reiterate their
commitment to keeping jobs from the
Development and Fielding Systems Group at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. Wynne, who
took the lead on many Defense base closure
issues, is also President Bush's nominee for Air
Force Secretary.

A Defense Department base closure proposal
made this year would have stripped at least
2,250 jobs from Wright-Patterson and moved
them to Hanscom Air Force Base in
Massachusetts, according to Pentagon estimates.
The Wright-Patterson jobs in question focus
primarily on buying and supporting automated
business systems.

A plan to close and reconfigure hundreds of
military bases is sailing through Congress, on
track to take effect next month. In a longshot
attempt to halt the first round of base closings in
a decade, the House planned a vote today on a
proposal to reject the final report of the 2005
base-closing commission. Even base-closing
opponents considered the effort certain to fail,
like Congress' attempts to stop the four previous
rounds. To kill the process, the Senate also
would have to veto the report -- and the chances
of that are slim to none. :
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