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September 1, 2005
The Hono}'able Anthony J. Principi, Chalrman _
Arlington, VA 22202 SEP 3 0 2005
Dear Chairman Principi, ‘ : Received

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) from the list of

military facilities siated for closure. The AFIP is an u'replaceable resource for disease researchland patlent
care. Th1§ excepti Iwnaﬂl mstxtutnon not only provides outstanding service to our nation’s military community,
but'also contributes s1gmﬁcant knowledge and education to the broader medical field’s understanding of
human disease. i

The AF 1P tissue reposxtory is a valuable national treasure that must remam accessible to researchers and
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and treatmems Tfor ’and sometimes. ¢ dﬁéase Aééﬁ

‘ p accine b ¢ 1
; “.edmatenalas well adhew lyacqmredspecnnensmustbepreserved

| A i‘ |
""Each year the AFIP issues hundrede!n u;‘ t*housands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse group
; 'a athology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal

'{of medical professionals that spec%ﬁze
gdlsease ophthalmology, and urology: HHfact, over 7,400 medical and other health professmnals alone were
\educated and trained in 2004 throdgh

'and Internet courses. ip
!

]

1;;‘1

educatio
‘competence of thousands of med 2 1|‘ o |f srona]s It would be a major loss to both military and civilian
?‘ s consultative services were discontinued.
‘Should the AFIP be forced to close Jiour
‘respectfully request, that the BRAC ’ climinate its recommendation to dismantie the AFIP. Second, I urge the

;‘ 'The AFIP’s leadership in the ar n and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the
‘medicine, especially at this time, if ]‘K‘iii‘ i

]’ !iom: nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the
-advancement of medicine and co m’%ﬁtﬁm S es knowledge to improve the health of our nation’s citizens. First, I
BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved.

“Than k you for your kind consideration. T

Tés in laboFsiory médicine: The AFIP’s Sollection of specimens 1S helped medical proféssionali:ic™ 75 i,
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Honorable Anthony J. Pl'lnClpl, Chairtnan S Co

Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC)

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

September 2, 2005

Dear Chairman Principi,

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed F orces Institute of Pathology from
the list of military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for
Adlseas search and patientcare... This exceptlonal mstltutloqn,not only p;%gldes ——

 service to our natlon S mlhtary commumty, but 2 .so contriby es'significa
¢ broader medical ﬁeld’s understandmg of human disease.

,h-

The AFIP tissue reposnory 1s;‘ ya luable national treasure that must remain accessible to

researchers and experts in labo‘r’a‘tory medicine. The AFIP’s collection of specimens has
I

helped medical professwnals u;#d erstand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and

sometimes cure, often-fatal dllse?ses Access to both archived material as well as newly

acqulred specunens must be p served.

Each year: the AF IP i issues hundJ

reds of thousands of hours in continuing medical
education to a diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology,

forensics, radlology, emergm@ L“ fectious disease, renal disease, ‘ophthalmology, and

urology. In fact, over 7,400 r‘he,dlcaI and other health professmnals alone were educated
and trained in 2004 through a v‘anety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses,
seminars and internet courseslj.%‘ ﬁ ;‘
The AFIP’s leadership in the : fa of education and training advances the knowledge base
and ensures the competence of thousand of medical professional. It would be a major
loss to both military and c1v111an medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP’s consultative
rv-iopzSEIViCES were discontinued. .o
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Ihank you, :for you klnd cons1deratlon.
1 o

Slncerely, | PR {I
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