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Combat Fliaht 
S i r n u l a t ~ ~ 2 i  

Pacific Theater 

Take to the hostile 
skies of World War 
I1 with Microsoft's 
realistic computer 

game. 

Game Center 

Dyess AFB, TX 
Abilene, Texas 

Major Units 
Base Operator: 7th Bomb Wing 
DSN: 461-1110 8th Air Force 

(325) 696-3113 

First, choose a category: 

Installation Data @ 

Second, choose a topic: 

Overview a k @ 

Welcome to Dyess Air Force Base, one of the most important and 
mission-diversified bases in the United States. Dyess is the home 
of the B-IB, the C-130, and the T-38. Buffalo brought the first 
settlers to the Abilene area, but the railroad made this West 
Central Texas city grow and prosper. Today, Abilene is a thriving 
community of over 100,000 residents with an economy based on 
agriculture and industry. You and your family will be fortunate to 
experience the most phenomenal community-base relationship in 
the entire Air Force -- one that has lasted for over 35 years. Each 
year as a gesture of hendship, the community sponsors a West 
Texas Barbecue for the military families stationed at Dyess. No 
other assignment will offer the same warmth, hospitality and 
downright "good neighbor" feeling. 

Location: Dyess AFB is located in the city of Abilene in Taylor 
County. Abilene is a West Central Texas city located about 183 
miles west of Dallas and 250 miles north of San Antonio. It is the 
center of a 22-county area called "The Big Country", and 
considered the economic hub of this part of Texas. Near the 
geographic center of the state, Abilene is easily accessible by five 
major highways - Interstate 20, Highways 80 and 84 east and west, 
and Highways 83 and 277 north and south. 

Major Command: Air Combat Command 

htt~://www.militarv.com/InstallationGuides/InstallationDetails/l11399..00.html?installchoice=l &lb s... 6/4/2005 
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installation Details 

Primary Weapon Systems: B- 1 B, C- 130-H, T-3 8 

Mission: The 7th Bomb Wing develops and maintains operational 
capability for 38 B-1B aircraft, delivering global power to theater 
commanders. Produces combat-ready aircrews in the command's 
only B-1B formal training unit. Formulates policy for operations, 
training, maintenance and supply. 

Population assigned-served: 20,494 Active Duty Officer: 726 
Active Duty Enlisted: 3804 Family Members: 6773 Retirees: 
8,700 Civilian Employees: 491 Telephone Access: All numbers 
listed are in the 325 area code, except as indicated differently. 
Dyess: DSN 461-XXXX, Commercial (325) 696-XXXX; From on 
base 6-XXXX, operator ext 6-3 1 13. 

History: 

World War I1 saw the blossoming of "tent camps" throughout the 
United States and Abilene was no exception. 

Camp Barkeley, a few miles south of Abilene, became an Army 
infantry training camp for thousands of recruits. Army inductees 
were trained for various duties while there. 

Following the outbreak of the Korean crisis, Abilenians called for 
a military installation. Armed with 1,500 acres and determination, 
civic leaders besieged Washington, DC and Pentagon officials 
with their request for a military installation. Proving beyond a 
shadow of a doubt they meant business, Abilenians raised 
$893,000 to purchase an additional 3,500 acres to provide a home 
for the military base they hoped would be in Abilene. Together 
with Senator Lyndon B. Johnson and Congressman Omar 
Burleson, civic leaders persuaded military and civilian officials to 
put a military base in Abilene. 

Known as Abilene Air Force Base, the Strategic Air Command 
base was dedicated by the city fathers at the end of Abilene's 
Diamond Jubilee on April 15,1956. On December 6 of that same 
year, the base was renamed Dyess AFB in honor of Lt Col 
William Edwin Dyess who was born in Albany, Texas, August 9, 
191 2 and died in an aircraft crash at Burbank, California, Dec 22, 
1943. 

On Feb 8, 1961, Dyess AFB became home to the Tactical Air 
Command's 64th Troop Carrier Wing (Medium) flying the C- 130 
Hercules. Abilene and the entire Big Country community 
celebrated President Reagan's announcement on Dec 2 1, 1983, that 
Dyess AFB would receive the Air Force's first operational B-1B's. 
The arrival ceremony June 29, 1985, for the "Star of Abilene" 
included more than 50,000 people, most from our host neighbor, 
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installgtion Details 

Abilene, Texas. On October 1, 1993 Dyess became a one-base, 
one-wing, one-commander base, combining the 96th Wing and the 
463d Wing as the 7th Wing. 

When the 7th Wing moved to Dyess, it began to fly the B-1B 
Lancer and C-130 Hercules. Dyess AFB trains all Air Force B-1 
crews and is commonly referred to as the "Home of the B-1 ". 

Page 3 of 3 

On 1 April 1997 Dyess' wing became the 7th Bomb Wing and the 
C- 130 Hercules aircraft once again became a part of Air Mobility 
Command and Dyess' 3 17th Airlift Group. 
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Milrtary Affairs 

174 Cypress Street, Suite 200 

Abilene,Texas 79601 

Tel. 325/677-7241 

Fax. 325/677-0622 

Websitewww developabilene corn 

Mr. Timothy B. MacGregor 
Senior Air Force Analyst 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202-3920 

Dear Mr. MacGregor: 

I felt that I owed you a more definitive answer to the question you asked me on July 25 at the meeting 
held with my community. Abilene. The question revolved around the number of B-Is on the ground at any 
one time at Dyess assuming the fleet is consolidated. Assuming 67 aircraft are assigned, the breakout 
would be as follows: 

36 Combat coded 
18 Training coded 
2 Test 
4 Attrition Reserve 
7 BAI -- 

67 Total 

If the fleet is in place, we assume the following loading: 

6 At depot 
6 TDY in the forward area 
2 Test at Edwards AFB 
6 Hangars for Phaselhlaintenance or Modifications 

8-10 Daily Flyers 
28-30 Total 

The above does not include any at Red Flag or other exercises. 

The real unknown is if the USAF decides to downsize the fleet again, how many aircraft would be retired; 
and if not consolidated, where would they come from. Dyess or Ellsworth, thus creating more 
inefficiencies. 

I hope this helps. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Ehrie, CEcD 
President 
Abilene Industrial Foundation 

CC: Art Beauchamp 
Tanya Cruz 
Frank Cirillo 

Michael Flinn 
Kenneth Small 
Christine Hill 
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Mhtary Affa~rs 

174 Cypress Street, Su~te 200 

Abilene,Texas 79601 

Tel.:325/677-7241 

Fax: 325/677-0622 

Website: www.developabilene.com 

Dr. Michael H. Flinn, Ph.D. 
Senior Analyst, Air Force !taace: cee;l 

2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202-3920 

Dear Dr. Flinn: 

When I visited with the BRAC staff on July Zth to discuss Dyess AFBIAbilene, you had several questions 
regarding C-130s. I need to insure I answered all of them, so I have included the following: 

Dyess AFB has a 40-year history with C-130s which at one time included three (3) squadrons; 
The Base has a drop zone on base and two assault strips; 
Numerous low levels are active in the area; 
Dyess can accommodate the 67 B-Is and 33 C-130s on the ramp (see chart); 
The two (2) squadrons assigned are in a new consolidated squadron operations building that was 
opened this year; 
Each squadron rotates TDY every 120 days; 
Dyess has 29 aircraft assigned, mostly H-1 s; 
Dyess was scheduled to get four (4) more H-Is from Elmendorf AFB this next fiscal year. This 
was to bring the total to 33; 
The C-I30 fleet at Dyess is a compatible configuration of H-Is as is the B-I fleet compatible. This 
is the main difference from Little Rock which will have numerous C-130 models and 
configurations on station. I have worked the configuration issue as a maintenance officer and it is 
a major issue for logistics; 
Additionally, base loading at Little Rock will be in excess of 11 8 aircraft which may cause a lock 
deck at times; 
You asked, "Why both aircraft at Dyess?" My answer remains: they work well together and are 
not in competition for the same training resources as they would be at Little Rock; 
In my opinion. it may be best to consolidate like models at one location until the issues regarding 
the fleet, AMP, wing box cracks, "Js" procurement are resolved: 
It may also be wise to review the size of a squadron. There is no perfect number, at times it has 
been 18, 12,24.8 (Guard). The best appears to be 12 in each squadron but it is in the eyes of 
the beholder. 

I hope this helps. If I can be of assistance, let me know. Thanks for all the work on BRAC. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Ehrie, CEcD 
President 
Abilene Industrial Foundation 

CC: Art Beauchamp 
Tanya Cruz - 
Frank Cirillo 

Timothy MacGregor 
Kenneth Smali 
Christine Hill 
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Consolidation of the B-1s Will Not Jeopardize the 
Bomber Fleet 

The Bomber fleet has aircraft at 5 bases 
B-I s at Dyess 
B-Is at Ellsworth 
B-2s at Whiteman 
B-52s at Minot 
B-52s at Barksdale 

With the consolidation of the B-Is, the Bomber fleet will 
simply be at 4 bases instead of 5 
The Air Force consolidates similar types of aircraft 
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Criterion 1 
Category 1245: 

- Current and Future Mission 
Proximity to Airspace Supporting 

Mission 
Most heavily weighted Bomber category 

Dyess earned 5.66 points; Ellsworth had only 2.29 points 

1 # of Areas 1 Closest Area 

Dyess 28 NM (Lancer) 

I Ellsworth 1 34 I 10 NM (Tilford 
I I ATCA) 
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Criterion 1 - Current and Future Missions 

Category 1242: ATC Restrictions to Operations 
Dyess scored a perfect 5.52 due to the wide open skies of 
West Texas 

Category 1271 : Prevailing Installation 

Dyess scored a perfect 3.68 due to the excellent flying 
weather of West Texas 
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D y e s  Has the Necessary Ramp Space for all B-1s 
and projected C-I 30s 

By transferring the B-Is to Dyess and keeping the C- 
130s, Dyess would have 90+ aircraft 
Dyess has the ramp space to handle 90+ aircraft 
Dyess handled 90+ aircraft in the 1990s when it had: 

B-IS 
C-130s 
KC-135s 
T-38s 

As stated in AF BCEG 24 August 2004 Minutes all B-1 
and projected C-130s will fit at Dyess 
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Significant Economic Impact on Abilene 

The proposed Defense Department recommendations 
would add 374 positions at Dyess 
But.. . if the B-I s are not transferred to Dyess and Dyess's 
C-130 are transferred, Abilene would suffer serious 
economic impacts 

3.5% drop in employment; 12th worst among more than 230 
communities affected by the BRAC 
1,680 direct jobs lost; 24th worst 
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ilita aiue: 

Bomber: 
Dyess scored better (56.70) than Ellsworth, 
Little Rock, Peterson and Elmendorf. 

etter ( ) than Little Rock, 
Eiisworth, Peterson and Elmendorf. 

Department of Defense - certified data. 
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Large Aircraft Categories: 

Department of Defense - certified data. 
Large Aircraft Categories are ~ombers/~ankers/~irlift. 

Dyess is ission Ready! 
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Runway = 13,500 x 300 (5.52 - perfect score) 

Parallel Taxi - 13,500 x 200 (emergency runway) 

Ramp Size- I 0 million sq. W. (3.49 - perfect score) 

Hydrant System - 41 Type 111,IO Vehicles 

Drop Zones = 13 ( a on basellMC capable) 

RangeslLow-level routes - Excellent Proximity 

Department of Defense - certified data. I 

Dyess Is ission Ready! 
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Low-Level Routes Supporting Mission and 
Special Use Airspace Ranges (within ~OONM)  

Scoreable Capability 

Air to Ground 
Weapons Delivery 

IMC Weapons 
Release Capability 

Electronic Combat 

Lights Out 

Dyess Ellsworth 
8 
0 Dyess earme 

0 vs. Ellsworth 3.47 pts 
Category 1246 

Dyess is 

Dyess earned 4.1 6 pts 
vs. Ellsworth 1.57 pts 

Category 1226 

Department of Defense - certified data. 
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Common Practice: 
U-2, F-117, B-2, JSTARS, Special Missions, etc. 
Policy of the future for small size fleets 

enefits: 
her readiness rating 
ciencies in training an eratiems 

improves logistics and spare parts availability 
Decreases manpower requirement 
Better us of support equipment 
Consolidates contractor support on site 

Air Force - certified data. 

Dyess is Missi n Ready! 
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. Manpower Savings: 
Dyess 1,680 1 - 
Little Rock 1,185 225 fewer personnel needed 

Peterson keeping C-130% at Byes% 

257 - Elmendorf 
J 

Byess $167 MM 

Little Rock $18 Million in savings 

Peterson 1 $ ~ ~ & I I M  keeping C-I3Oys at Dyess 
Elmendorf J J Department of Defense - certified data. 

Air Force - certified data. 

Dyess is ission Ready! 
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-130 Fleet: 

Base Loading: 

Take OWs and Landings 

I 
65 Aircraft 

I 
4,388 24 Aircraft 

I 
I 2'0 

I 
40 6'0 8b 1 

(thousands) 

I 
87 Aircraft 

Air Force - certified data. 

Dyess is Mission 
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Ci Fleet: 

a Dyess Air Force Base: 
More than 40 years of suceessfwl operation 

2 assault strips = on Base 

2 acfive drop zones (1 on BaselPRllC Capable) 

28 visual routes 

20 66SW93 Routes 

H 4  model simulator on Base 

Joint training with the Army at Fort Bliss, Hood and Sill 

Dyess is Mission Re 
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Recommendation: 

Retain the 29 C-13Oys at Dyess AFB 

Add the four additional @=I 30% to Dyess from 
Elmendorf AFB 

Follow the Department of Defense 
ate all 

Dyess is Mission Re 
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Traffic and Commute times are excellent 

a Excellent spousal job opportunities 

Third fastest job growth in Texas 

One of the lowest crime rates for all 
communities in the Nation 

Rated as one ~b the top three communities 
for military families 

Expansion Management 
- November 2004 

Dyess is ission Rea 
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Committee: 
AH the information provided is factual. 

I1 information provided is ce 
epartment of Defense and the Air Force 

Dyess is ission 
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iIi4ary Affairs 
Committee: 
Dyess has a higher military value for the 
B1 Bomber than Ellsworth 

yess 
Ellsworth 50.819 

yess h ilitary valu 
C-130% than Little Rock 

Dyess 
Little Rock 63.25 

Department of Defense - certified data. 

yess is ission 
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Committee: 
Ramp Space, hangar configuration, drop 
zones, assault strips, runway size are all 

issions 

a rastructure an facilities can 
~urrently handle the entir fleet of 
67 aircraft and 33 6-13Qgs 

Dyess is Mission 
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U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison 
U.S. Senator John Coanyn 
Representative Randy Neugabaur 
Gov. Rick Perry 

Continued support in the years proceeding 
this process and the years to co 

Dyess is ission Ready! 
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Follow the Department of Defense 
recommendation to consollidate all 67 B-I 's 
to Dyess 

Retain the 29 C-130% at yess AF 

Add the four additional C-130% to 
Elmendorf AFB 

Dyess is Mission Ready! 
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Military Value: 

Bomber: 
Dyess scored better (56.70) than Ellsworth, 
Little Rock, Peterson and Elmendorf. 

yes§ score etter 
Ellsworth, Peterson and Elmendorf. 

Department of Defense - certified 

Dyess is Mission Ready! 

data. 
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oh3 MiIitary Value: 

Large Aircraft Categories: 

Little Rock 

E%%sworth 

Department of Defense - certified data. 
Large Aircraft Categories are Bombers/Tankers/Airlift. 

Dyess is Mission Rea 
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Runway = 13,500 x 300 (5.52 - perfect score) 

Parallel Taxi - 13,500 x 200 (emergency runway) 

Ramp Size- I O  million sq. ba. (3.49 - perfect s = ~ = )  

Hydrant System = 41 Type 111,lO Vehicles 

ssawlt s - a (OPP 

Drop Zones - 13 ( 1 on baseliMC capable) 

RangeslLow-level routes - Excellent Proximity 

Department of Defense - certified data. 

Dyess is ission Ready! 

DCN:11682



DCN:11682



Is. 

DCN:11682



DCN:11682



DCN:11682



DCN:11682



-1 B Operations: 
Low-Level Routes Supporting Mission and 
Special Use Airspace Ranges (within ~ O O N M )  

Dyess 
IR 11 

Wt 28 
SR 20 

Scoreable Capability 12 
Air to Ground 

Weapons Delivery 15 
IMC Weapons 

Release Capability 1 
Electronic Combat 8 

Lights Out 33 

Ellsworth 
8 
8 Byess easmed 8.69 pts 

0 vs. Ellsworth 3.47 pts 
Category 1246 

. Dyess earned 4.1 6 pts 
vs. Ellsworth 1.57 pts 

Category q 226 

Department of Defense - certified data. 
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iIitary Value: 

Bomber: 

Dyess 

Department of Defense - certified data. 

Dyess is Mission 
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Airlift: 

Dyess 65.95 
Little Rock 63.25 

EIIsworth 59.40 

Peterson 57.28 

Ellmendoad 51.60 

Department of Defense - certified data. 

Dyess is Mission Ready! 
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C-130 Fleet: 

Manpower Savings: 
Dyess 
Little Rock 1,185 225 fewer personnel needed 

Petersera keeping C-130% at Dyess 

Elmendorf 
J 

Little Rock $18 Million in savings 

Peterson keeping C-130% at Dyess 

Elmendorf J J Department of Defense - certified data. 
Air Force - certified data. 

yess is ission 
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Dyess Air Force Base: 
More than 40 years of succesdul operatiom 

+ 2 assault strips = on Base 

2 ; P C ~ ~ V @  drop zopoes (1 ssp aseIUY @ Capabie) 

28 visual routes 

20 %Rm Routes 

-1 model simulator on Base 

* Joint training with the Army at Fort Bliss, Hood and Sill 

Dyess is Mission Ready! 
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Retain the 29 C=1309s at Dyess AFB 

d the four additional C=1309s to Dyess from 
Elmendorf AFB 

Follow the Department of Defense 
n to consoli ate all 

Dyess is ission Ready! 
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More than $400 million economic impact 

Largest employer in Abilene 

Building Abilene while accommodating 
rowtk 

Effluent water systems saving the Air Force more 
than $3.5 million 

Largest Federal user of renewable wind energy 

New $21 million gateway linking IH-20 with the Base 

Byess is ission Ready! 
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i3itary Affairs 

All the information provided is factual. 

All information provided is ce ified by 
epartment of Defense and the Air Force 

Dyess is ission 
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iIitary Affairs 
Committee: 
Dyess has a higher military value for the 
B l  Bomber than Ellsworth 

yess 

Dyess has a hi her military value 
6-1 30% than Little Rock 

Dyess 65.95 
Little Rock 63.25 

Department of Defense - certified data. 

Dyess is Mission 
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U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison 
U.S. Senator John Cornyn 
Representative Randy Neugabaur 
Gov. Rick Perry 

Continued support in the years proceeding 
this process and the years to come 

Byess is ission 
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Follow the Department of Defense 
recommendation to consolidate all 67 B-13s 
to Dyess 

Retain the 29 C-13Ogs at Dyess AFB 

Add the four additional 
Elmendorf AF 1 
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ota1 Milita Value: 

Large Aircraft Categories: 

Department of Defense - certified data. 
Large Aircraft Categories are Bombers/Tankers/Airlift. 
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History with multiple weapon systems 

Current ability to bed down 90+ aircraft 

ccommodates special missions: 

TACAMQ 

Space Shuttle 
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-1 B Operations: 

Dyess is the Center of Excellence to: 
Initial Training and instructor Training 

Weapons School and Test Unit 

Engine Regional 

Simulator Complex 

e st the Realistic er Trainin Routes 

Joint Activities with Army, Navy, Marine, 
Guard and Reserve Units in Texas 

Air Force - certified data. 

Dyess is 
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B-1 B Operations: 
Low-Level Routes Supporting Mission and 
Special Use Airspace Ranges (within ~OONM) 

Dyess 
IR 11 
VFt 28 
SR 20 

Scoreable Capability 12 
Air to Ground 

Weapons Delivery 15 
IMC Weapons 

Release Capability 1 
Electronic Combat 8 

Lights Out 33 

Ellsworth 
8 
0 Dyess earned 8.69 pas 

0 vs. Ellsworth 3.47 pts 
Category 1246 

' \ Dyes* earned 4.9 6 pts 

I vs. Ellsworth 1.57 pts 
Category 1226 

Department of Defense - certified data. 

Dyess is ission Ready! 
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Military Value: 

Bomber: 

Dyess 

Department of Defense - certified data. 
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iIitary Value: 

Airlift: 

Dyess 65.95 
Little Rock 63.25 

E I k w o ~ h  59.40 

Peterson 59.28 

Ellmepodorf 51.60 

Department of Defense - certified data. 

Dyess is ission Ready! 
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C-930 Fleet: 

Issues: 
Wing box cracks in the &Egg and 'H-ln models 

C-1 SOAMP model conversion 

C1309 model acquisition strategy 

Role of the Guard and Reserve units 

No forma% Cobra model ariaDysis of Little Rock, AF 

Dyess is Mission Ready! 
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Manpower Savings: 
Dyess 
Little Rock 1,185 225 fewer personnel needed 

Peterson 463 keeping C-130's at Dyess 

Elmendorf 257 1 

~it t le  ~ o c k  1 $, 85 $18 Million in savings 

Peterson keeping C-130% at Dyess 
Elmendorf J J Department of Defense - certified data. 

Air Force - certified data. 

Dyess Is ission 
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Base Loading: 

Take Off% and Landings 

(thousands) 

Air Force - certified data. 

Dyess is ission 
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Dyess Air Force Base: 
More than 40 years sf successful operation 

2 assault strips - on Base 

2 active drop zones (9 on BasellMC Capable) 

28 visual routes 

20 %Rn Routes 

H-l model simulator on Base 

Joint training with the Army at Fort Bliss, Hood and Sill 

Dyess is isslon 
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Retain the 29 C-130% at Dyess AFB 

Add the four additional G113OYs to Dyess from 
Elmendorf AFB 

Follow the Department of Defense 
to consolidate all 67 

I 
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More than $400 million economic impact 

Largest employer in Abilene 

Building Abilene while accommodating 
Base 

Effluent water systems saving the Air Force more 
than $3.5 

Largest Federal user of renewable wind energy 

New $21 million gateway linking IH-20 with the Base 
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$79 million in new school construction 
already begun 

Two medical centers have just completed multi- 
million dollar additions. The community just 
welcomed the opening of a third hospital 

More than 500 new housin s - not including 
the more than 1,400 new housing units on 

ducational opportunities give Base personnel the 
ability to work on all levels of degrees - 
associateys through PhD 

yess is Mission Ready! 
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Community: 

Traffic and Commute times are excellent 

Excellent spousal job opportunities 

Third fastest job growth in Texas 

One of the lowest crime rat 
co iQies im the 

Rated as one 04 the top three communities 
for military families 

Expansion Management 
- November 2004 

yess is ission Ready! 
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Milita Affairs 
Committee: 
All the information provided is factual. 

All iafsmati~n provi i fii 
Department of Defense and the Air Force 

yess is ission Ready! 
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Committee: 
Dyess has a higher military value for the 
B l  Bomber than Ellsworth 

yess 7 
Ellsworth 50.81 

yess has a higher 
C-113QYs than Little Rock 

Dyess 65.95 
Little Rock 63.25 

Department of Defense - certified data. 

Dyess is ission 
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U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison 
US. Senator John Csrnyn 
Representative Randy Neugabaur 
Gov. Rick Perry 

Continued support in the years roceedipg 
this process and the ears to come 

yess is ission 
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commendation: 

Follow the Department of Defense 
recommendation to consolidate all 67 B=l 9s 
to Dyess 

the four additional C-130's to Dyess fro 
orf AF 
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