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Good Afternoon

I’'m Anthony Principi, and | am chairing this hearing of the
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission. I'm
pleased to be joined by my fellow Commissioners, James Bilbray,
Phil Coyle, Hal Gehman, James Hanson, James Hill, Hal
Gehman, Lloyd Newton, Samuel Skinner, and Sue Turner for

today’s session.

This afternoon the Commission will hear sworn testimony that will
assist us in reaching a decision on an east coast master jet base

for the Navy.

The Commission is mandated to consider whether the
Department of Defense substantially deviated from the statutory
BRAC selection criteria, and the force structure plan, in failing to
recommend closure or realignment of an installation. On July 19,
2005 the Commission voted, in accordance with the process
established by law, to consider whether failure to recommend
closure of NAS Oceana, and move east coast naval aviation to
another base, constitutes such a “substantial deviation”.
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There are eight statutory selection criteria. However, DoD-----
and the Commission ----, are required to give the most weight to
the four criteria measuring military value.

There are few military values higher than the safety and
proficiency of the men and women who accept the responsibilities
and risks of service in our armed forces. Naval aviators landing
high-performance aircraft on a carrier deck should be able to
practice that maneuver realistically before they face the
unforgiving environment of a carrier at sea. If conditions at a
naval air station compromise the quality of training and
operations, then continued operation at that base compromises
military values. Testimony in prior Commission hearings
confirms the existence of serious issues compromising the
military value of training and operations at NAS Oceana. These
issues are of critical importance in assessing the impact of this
BRAC round on operational readiness and training.

However, | must make it very clear that the Commission,

collectively and individually, has not reached a decision.
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The Commission’s goal is to ensure our Navy provides Atlantic
Fleet naval aviators with a location and conditions for training, -----
-- whether at NAS Oceana or at another location, ----- like those
they will face when they fly and fight while deployed.

The Commission must explore every possible option to ensure
the best possible opportunities and environment for naval aviation
operations and training. Sometimes compromises can be
mitigated, and sometim t rresting a“deficiency
imposes\its/own-a@gwrﬁrses? This hearing will contribute to the
Commission’s assessment of the options and costs of moving the
installation, or leaving it as is.

We are directed, to the maximum extent feasible, to base our
decisions on certified data and sworn testimony. Today we will
hear sworn testimony, from representatives of Virginia and Florida

on possible alternatives to continued operations at NAS Oceana.

That testimony will become a part of the body of evidence
considered by the Commission on August 24. Our deliberations
and decisions on that day will be based on force structure and
military value and other selection criteria. No other factors will be
considered.
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At this time, | ask our witnesses to stand for the administration of
the oath required by the Base Closure and Realignment statute.
The oath will be administered by Rumu Sarkar, the Commission’s
Designated Federal Officer.
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND
REALIGNMENT COMMISSION

MASTER - DAILY CALENDAR

8:00 AM - 8:00 AM Morning is at leisure but all Commissioners are strongly encouraged to spend time at the BRAC

Commission Offices -- BRAC

_ﬁ( 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM Commissioner work period to develop Amendments -- BRAC Office
R&A and General Counsel staff available for consultation
o2o - V2L20 M
34268 AM - 12150 PM Asmy Team Brief - Skinner -- Conference Room B
100 =
12:30 PM - 8% PM -Newy Team Brief - SKinner -- Conference Room B
230
2:00 PM - 556 PM Interagency Team Brief - Skinner, Principi -- Conference Room B
230 -~ 35S ARMY
398 PM - &880 PM Ab=Eesge Team Brief - SKinner -- Conference Room B
23S ~ Aloo WA Tearm BrieS - Sinner- ConSerence  Woomm R
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ALL COMMISSIONERS Meeting w/ Chairman Principi -- BRAC Office
) TERM LERDER
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Joit-Brues-Serweas-Taa®: Brief - SKinner -- Conference Room B
7:00 PM - 7:00 PM Evening at Leisure

oOF \M’TE‘Qﬁ‘S\; For ALL COMMISS\OILERS ¢

RROAM- W06 AM ARMY  INITIAL DRY RO - LARGE CONE, ROOM

oo A - 12120 P ROAVN WWNTIAL DRY RUN ~ LARGE CoF, ?QQM
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20T - 00 PM TouT CRoSS SERVICE  povmiaL DRY RO —
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