
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, V A  22202 
Telephone: 703-699-4950 

July 29,2005 

Senator John Ensign 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 10-5050 

Dear Senator Ensign: 

I am responding to your letter of July 29,2005 in which you express concern about the 
openness and transparency of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment (BRAC) 
Commission. 

Recognizing your authority and responsibility for oversight of the BRAC process, I 
readily accede to your request for a meeting between your staff and appropriate 
representatives of the Commission. We stand ready to meet as you request no later than 
August 3rd and will provide any and all assistance that is requested, to include access to 
Commission files and records. 

I am confident that we have conducted all of our activities in the spirit of openness and 
complied with all provisions of the Base Closure Act. We have made unprecedented 
efforts to ensure transparency and to be receptive and responsive by every possible means 
to the public, community groups, and the Congress. We have been guided by a well- 
grounded understanding of the law, enhanced by interaction with your staff. I have 
made extraordinary efforts to ensure we fulfill the mandate that guides our actions, that is 
to be open and thorough in our deliberations and independent and resolute in our 
decisions. 

Necessary arrangements can be made by your staff with my Executive Director, Mr. 
Charles Battaglia. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 

Chairman: Anthony J. Principi 
Commissioners: The Honorable James H. Bilbray, The Honorable Philip E. Coyle Ill, Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr., 

USN (Ret).The Honorable Jim Hansen, General James T. Hill, USA (Ret), General Lloyd Newton, USAF (Ret), The 
Honorable Samuel K. Skinner. Brigadier General Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (Ret) 

Executive Director: Charles Batlaglia 

DCN: 12389
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Wnited gitates Senate 
COMMllTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-ti050 

July 29,2005 

Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman, Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, Virginia 22202-3920 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

Section 2902 of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990, as 
amended, provides that "All the proceedings, information, and deliberations of the [Base 
Realignment and Closure] Commission shall be open, upon request" to the Chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Readiness and Management Support of the Committee on Armed 
Services and other named persons. By including this provision in the MRAC statute, 
Congress authorized my subcommittee to provide oversight on the Commission's 
activities. It is in my capacity as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Readmess and 
Management Support that I write to you regarding the performance of the Commission in 
canying out its statutory duties. 1 have been asked to specifically look at whether 
Department of Defense officials, who were personally or substantially involved in the 
preparation of information and recommendations concerning the closure or realignment 
of military installations, provided members of the BRAC Commission csrparte or 
uncertified information that has not been made part of the public record to date by the 
BRAC Commission. 

The Congress, in enacting the BRAC statute, was aware that the process of base 
closure is a highly controversial one, and that the deliberations of the Commission must 
be open and transparent Therefore, the Congress included a provision in BRAC law 
which requires that Department of Defense officials, in submitting infolmation to the 
Commission, "shall certify that such information is accurate and complete to the best of 
that person's knowledge and belief." (Section 2903) Other provisions in the BRAC law 
direct that all testimony at public hearings of the Commission be under oath and establish 
the requirements for open hearings and deliberations, site visits, separation of the 
Commission's staff from the Department of Defense, and other protections. 

Moreover, insofar as the Administrative Procedure Act applies to the 
deliberations of the Commission, prkate conversations would appear to violate that Act's 
limitations on exparte communications, as well as its fimdamental requirement that 
decisions of agencies be made on the basis of evidence of record. Any deviation from 
these legal requirements clearly gives rise to potential litigation that could delay or 
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impede the BRAC process or result in a federal court taking action thal: could call into 
question the integrity of the entire process. 

Apart from the potential legal ramifications is the risk of undermining the public's 
perception of the integrity and reliability of the BRAC process. We must remember that 
there inevitably will be the need for a future Secretary of Defense to initiate a BRAC 
process. We must simply have the support of the public and the Congress to enact that 
process. 

Because of the vital importance of these matters, I therefore request that you 
allow my staff to meet with appropriate representatives of the 2005 BKAC Commission 
no later than August 3, 2005 and that all relevant documentation be produced by August 
10,2005, which will allow for examination of all records, materials, and other evidence 
relating to any exparte communications and to assess, if in fact they occurred, whether 
these ex parte communications may have unduly or improperly influenced the 
Commission's actions to date. 

I look forward to your prompt reply. 

Sincerely, 

- 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Management 

Support 

cc: The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld 
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COMMllTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

July 29,2005 

Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman, Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, Virginia. 22202-3920 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

Section 2902 of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1990, as 
amended, provides that "All the proceedings, information, and deliberations of the [Base 
Realignment and Closure] Commission shall be open, upon request" to the Chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Readiness and Management Support of the Committee on Armed 
Services and other named persons. By including this provision in the KRAC statute, 
Congress authorized my subcommittee to provide oversight on the Commission's 
activities. It is in my capacity as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Readiness and 
Management Support that I write to you regarding the performance of the Commission in 
canying out its statutory duties. I have been asked to specifically look at whether 
Department of Defense officiais, who were personally or substantially involved in the 
preparation of information and recommendations concerning the closure or realignment 
of military installations, provided members of the BRAC Commission upar te  or 
uncertified information that has not been made part of the public record to date by the 
BRAC Commission. 

The Congress, in enacting the BRAC statute, was aware that the process of base 
closure is a highly controversial one, and that the deliberations of the Commission must 
be open and transparent Therefore, the Congress included a provision in BRAC law 
which requires that Department of Defense officials, in submitting infolmation to the 
Commission, "shall certib that such information is accurate and complete to the best of 
that person's knowledge and belief." (Section 2903) Other provisions in the BRAC law 
direct that all testimony at public hearings of the Commission be under oath and establish 
the requirements for open hearings and deliberations, site visits, separation of the 
Commission's staff from the Department of Defense, and other protections. 

Moreover, insofar as the Administrative Procedure Act applies to the 
deliberations of the Commission, prhate conversations would appear to violate that Act's 
limitations on exparte communications, as well as its fundamental requirement that 
decisions of agencies be made on the basis of evidence of record. Any deviation from 
these legal requirements clearly gives rise to potential litigation that could delay or 
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impede the BRAC process or result in a federal court taking action thal. could call into 
question the integrity of the entire process. 

Apart fiom the potential legal ramScations is the risk of undermining the public's 
perception of the integrity and reliability of the BRAC process. We must remember that 
there inevitably will be the need for a future Secretary of Defense to initiate a BRAC 
process. We must simply have the support of the public and the Congress to enact that 
process. 

Because of the vital importance of these matters, I therefore request that you 
allow my staff to meet with appropriate representatives of the 2005 BKAC Commission 
no later than August 3,2005 and that all relevant documentation be produced by August 
10,2005, which will allow for examination of all records, materials, and other evidence 
relating to any exparte communications and to assess, if in fact they occurred, whether 
these ex parte communications may have unduly or improperly influenced the 
Commission's actions to date. 

I look forward to your prompt reply. 

Sincerely, 

v 

Subcommittee on Readiness and Management 
Support 

cc: The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 

I 
25'1 1 South Clark Street,  Suite 600 

I Arlington, VA 22202 

Telephone: 703-699-2950 

July 29, 2005 

Senator John Ensign 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 10-5050 

Dear Senator Ensign: 

I am responding to your letter of July 29,2005 in which you express concern about the 
openness and transparency of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment (BRAC) 
Commission. 

Recognizing your authority and responsibility for oversight of the BRAC process, I 
readily accede to your request for a meeting between your staff and appropriate 
representatives of the Commission. We stand ready to meet as you request no later than 
August 3rd and will provide any and all assistance that is requested, to include access to 
Commission files and records. 

I am confident that we have conducted all of our activities in the spirit of openness and 
complied with all provisions of the Base Closure Act. We have made unprecedented 
efforts to ensure transparency and to be receptive and responsive by every possible means 
to the public, community groups, and the Congress. We have been guided by a well- 
grounded understanding of the law, enhanced by interaction with your staff. I have 
made extraordinary efforts to ensure we fulfill the mandate that guides our actions, that is 
to be open and thorough in our deliberations and independent and resolute in our 
decisions. 

Necessary arrangements can be made by your staff with my Executive Director, Mr. 
Charles Battaglia. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 

Chairman: Anthony J. Principi 
Commissioners: The Honorable James H. Bilbray, The Honorable Philip E. Coyle 111. Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr., 

USN (Ret),The Honorable Jim Hansen, General James T. Hill, USA (Ret), General Lloyd Newton, USAF (Ret), The 
Honorable Samuel K. Skinner, Brigadier General Sue Ellen Turner, USAF (Ret) 

Executive Director: Charles Battaglia 
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COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510-6050 

July 29,2005 

Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman, Base Closurc and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street. Suits 600 

Arlin@on, Virginia 22202-3920 

Dear Chainnan Principi: 

Section 2902 of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Ac.t of 1990, as 
amended, provides that "All the proceedings, infonnrtion, and deliberations of the [Base 
Realignment and Closure] Commission shall be open, upon request" to the Chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Readiness and Managanent Support of the Committee on Armed 
Services and other named persons. By including this provision in the BRAC statute, 
Congress authorized my subcommittee to provide oversight on the Commission's 
activities. It is in my capacity as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Readiness and 
Managemat Support tbat I write to you regarding the performance of the Commission in 
carrying out its statutory duties. I have been asked to specifically look at whether 
Department of Defense officials, who were personally or substantially jnvolvd in the 
preparation of information aod recommendations concerning the closure or realignm3nt 
of military installations, provided members of the BRAC Commission exparre or 
uncdfitd information b a t  has not been made part of the public record to dateby the 
BRAC Commission. 

The Congnt ,  in enacting the BRAC shMe. wan aware thPt the process of base 
closure is ahighly controversial one, and that the deliberations of the Commission mud 
be open a n d  transparent Therefore, the Congress included a provision in BRAC law 
which requires that Department of Defense officials, in submitting infotmation to the 
Commission, 'shall certify that such information is accurate and complete to the best of 
that person's knowledge and belief" (Section 2903) 0th- provisions in the BRAC law 
direct that 9 testimony at public hearings of the Commission be uada oath and establish 
the requirements for open hearings and deliberations, sire visits, separation of the 
Commission's staff h m  the Department of Defense, and other protections. 

Moreova, insofar as the Administrative Procedure Act applies to the 
delibcratione of the Commission. private conversations would appear to violate that Act's 
limitations on erparfe communications, as well as its fundamental requirement that 
decisions of agencies be made on the basis of evidence of ncord Any deviation h m  
these legal requirements clearly gives rise to potential litigation tbat could delay or 
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impede the BRAC process or result in a federal court taking action that could call into 
question the integrily of the entire process. 

Apart h m  the potential legal ramifications is the risk of undermining the public's 
perception of the integrity and ~eliability of the BRAC process. We must remcrnber that 
that inevitably will be tbe need for r future Secretary of Defense to initiate a BRAC 
process. We must simply have the support of the public and the Congress to enact that 
process. 

Bccpuse of the vital importance of these matters, I therefore request that you 
allow my staff to meel with appropriate rcpreseotativa of the 2005 BRAC Commission 
no later than August 3,2005 and that all relevant documentation be produced by August 
10,2005, which will dlow for examination of all records, mattrials, and other evidence 
rcln!ing lo any aporle conununidons and to assess, if in fact they occmed, whether 
these expane communications may have unduly or improperly influenced the 
Commission's a c t i o ~  to date. 

I look forward to your prompt reply. 

V 

Subcommittee on Readiness and Management 

cc: The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld 



DEFENSE BASE CUSSURE AND REALlGNMENT COMM\SSION DCN 5787 

I 9591 South Clark S t m t .  Suite 600 
Arlington. VA  99909 

Telephone: 705-699-9950 

July 29.2005 

Senator John Ensign 
United States Senate 
Washington. DC 205 10-5050 

Dear Senator Ensign: 

I am responding to your letter of July 29.2005 in which you express concern about the 
openness and transparency of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment (BRAC) 
Commission. 

Recognizing your authority and responsibility for oversight of the BRAC process, I 
readily acccdc to your rquest for a meeting between your staff and appropriate 
representatives of the Commission. We stand ready to meet as you request no later than 
August 3" and will provide any and all assistance that is requested. to include access to 
Commission files and records. 

I am confident that we have conducted all of our activities in the spirit of openness and 
complied with all pmvisions of the Base Closure Act. We have made unprecedented 
efforts to ensure transparency and to be receptive and responsive by every possible means 
to the public, community groups. and the Congress. We have been guided by a well- 
grounded understanding of the law, enhanced by interaction with your staff. l have 
made extraordinary efforts to ensure we fulfill the mandate that guides our actions, that is 
to be open and thorargh in our deliberations and independent and resolute in our 
decisions. 

Necessary anangements can be made by your staff with my Executive Director, Mr. 
Charles Battaglia. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 

C h . i n m m :  Anlhony 1. Principi 
Comddown: The Honorable James H. Bilbny. The Hononblc Philip E Coyk Ill. Admiral Harold W. Gehrmn Jr.. 

U S N  (Ret).The Honmblc Jim Hanun. G t n d  J u n a  T. Hill, USA (Rcl). Gcncnl Uoyd Newton. USAF (Re[). The 
Honombk Samuel K. Skinner, B r igd ia  G c d  Sue Ellen Tuunm. USAF (Rct) 

E I ~ W  Dlrrda: Chda Baluglia 



DRAFT 

Bricf Statcnicnt Regarding Dc\dopnicnt o f  thc Adds List 
as Containcd in Cornniission July I ,  2005 Lcttcr 

1 .  RICRD San Diego, CA: was considcrcd at the rcqucst of a commissioncr \ i h  \\~islictl 
to explore tlie redundant capacity in Marinc Corps Recruiting Depots in ordcr to rclic\x 
the congested location of'the current site and to pro\.ide the local ccm~nunity tlic 
opportunity to expand the international airport and/or co~iimcrcially d c \ ~ l o p  scarce rcal 
cstatc. 

2. Naval Ship\*ard Pcarl Harbor, HI: was considcrcd at the rcqucst ol'cc)~iimissio~icrs 
u.ho exprcsscd concern that a shipyard with ~lpparent higher military \.aluc and cl?icicncy 
\j.as proposed fi)r complete closure in place of' Pcarl Harbor. 

3. N.AS Brunswick, RlE: ivas presented for consideration to allow a fullcr exploration of 
options tbr reducing excess infrastructure. DOD minutes sliow that DON liad proposed 
t i ~ r  complcte closure but \vas o\mruled at a late IEG mccting with the rationale of 
pro\.iding unspecitied strategic presence and surge capability. 

3. Navv Broadwav Coniplcu, CA: was considered at the rcquest 01'3 commissioncr 
u . 1 ~  was F~niiliar \vith the installation and tlic de\dop~ncnt enabling legislation daring to 
the late 1980's. This dialogue was openly discussed during ~ h c  July 19. 2005 Adds 
Hcaring. 

5a. NAS Occana, \'A: lvas included in the Chainnan's lcttcr as part of tlie "Realign~ncnt 
ot'hlaster Jet Base" considcration and ivas considered for addition as a potcntid closure 
at tlie request of commissioners n.ho tiom tlie initial (May 17. 2005) hearings questioned 
the state of encroachment and alternati\a fiw Na1.y. CNO tcstiticd that Na\fy nccdcd to 
mo\,e and that several options liad been considered but that no suitable ultcrnati\cs had 
been found. Co~nmissioners felt that anntlicr exploration ofaltcrnati\.es \+*as \sxrantccl. 

5b. Rloodv AFB, GA: was included in the Chainnan's lcttcr as part ofthe "Rcalignmcnt 
of'Mastcr Jct Base" consideration and was generated as a result of testimony hetwccn tlie 
Commission and the CNO and the Co~nmission and the CSAF during the hlay 17"'. 2005 
Navy and Air Force portions of Commission Hearings follo\~.ing rcccipt of the 
Rccom~ncndations. 

6. Galena  Airport FOL, AK: was noted as a considuration by attending commissioners 
as a rcsult of dialogue during the Eielson AFB Visit on Junc 15, 2005 noting ratlier 
substantial operating costs with little apparent Military Valuc. Tlic Co~nnlission rcqucstcd 
Community comment regarding the consideration tbr such considcration in tlic course ot' 
opcn testiniony at the Junc 15"' Alaska Regional Hearing. 

7. Pope AFB, NC: was added for considcration as a result of dialogue with 
commissioners regarding review by Commission staf't'of thc Air Force BCEG minutcs 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

1;liOhI: Chairman .\nthony . J .  I'rincipi 

ll.\'I'I .: .\iigust 8, 2005 

SCi131: Surntnan of hIcctings/'l'clcphc,nc Calls \vith I l o l l  Officials 

'l'hc follo\ving is a summary of mectings and tclcphonc conversations Chairman ,\nthony 
I'rincipi held with various I l o l l  officials since hlay 13, 2005. l'his summar\. docs not include 
meetings with D o D  officials during site visits. 

1.icutcnant General Stercn 131um, L'S.\, Chicf of the National (;uard Bureau: 
13rcakfast mecting on June 21, 2005 to clarifi issues rclatcd to the 131L\C 
rccommcndations on thc ,\ir National Guard. Homeland Security concerns, impact 
on statcs losing aircraft assets, .\ir National Guard recruitment and rctcntion and 
potential solutions wcrc discussed. 

,\cting Depuh  Secretary of Defense Gordon I-hgland: .I meeting \ras held on lunc 
24, 2005 to discuss thc BR.\C Commission proccss. .I gcncral &scussion ensued 
rcprding the need for the Secretaq's rccommcndations t o  he fa\-orably considered 
I>!. thc Comnussion. 

,\dnziral l'ernon Clark, USN (rct.), Chief of Naval Operations: .\ mccting \vas held 
on  - .  lulv 12, 2005 to clarif? issues related to N a v  Rl t \C  rccon~mcndations. I'articular 
cmpliasis \vas on Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, New 1,ondon Submarine h e ,  l'carl 
Harl~or Naval Shipyard and Brunsu-ich Naval ,\ir Station. ?'he issue of 
encroachment at Oceana Naval .\ir Station was discussed along \vhcthcr thcrc Ivcrc 
options for movcmcnt to a ncw location, including, sevcral .\ir 1:orcc. installations. 

Gcncral Michael Hagcc, LTShIC, Commandant of the Marine Corps: :\ meeting was 
held on l u l y  12, 2005 to discuss the need for two recruit depots and the potential 
consolidation o f  Alarine Corps Recruit Ilcpot San llicgo a t  Alarinc Corps liccruit 
llcpot I'arris Island. l h c  fcasibllitv of relocating I21CliI) San Diego t o  Camp 
I'cndlcton was discussed as \\ell. 

Gencral Wrlliam I,. Nvland, LTShlC, i\ssistant Commandant of the hlnrine Corps: ,\ 
meeting was held on Julv 19,2005 at the General's request to clarify cost issucs and 
to urge the Commissioners not to closc AICRIl San llicgo. 

.\cting llcputv Sccrctary o f  the .\rniv Ilubois and \'ice Chief of Staff Gcncral Cody, 
CTS,\: '\ ~nccting was hcld on July 20, 2005 t o  rcceive a briefing on thc .\rm\'s lic- 
Stationing Plan. 

',\dmiral hlichacl (;. hlullcn, LTSN, Chicf of N a r d  Opcrations: .\ mccting \vas hcld 
ui th  thc ncw Chief of Naval Operations on ; \ups t  3, 2005 to clarify issucs rclatcd t o  
Navy 131L\C rccommcndations. . \ U  major Nary I3R,\C rccommcndations \vcrc 



discussed, including, tlic Commission's additions of Occam N.\S, Navy 13road\vav 
Cc)mples and I'ostgraduatc School at hlontcrcy for consideration for closure o r  
realigntncnt. 

8. Gcncral hlichael hloselcv, LlS,\I;, l l c p u h  Chief of Staff: , \ t  the request of <;overnor 
Hoven (Nl l )  a telephone discussion \vas held \vitli General hloselcy t o  discuss futurc 
mission requircments at Grand Jorks i\l:R. During the conversation I asked for 
clarification on mission requirements for I'lls\vorth , \ I %  and Cannon .\li13. 

9. hlr. Wayne Ilrny, 1)cputy ,\ssistant Sccrctan o f  the N a r ~  for Installations: .\ 
tclcphone conversation was held to obtain Mr. .\my's clarification and amplification 
on scvcral Navy 13R1\C rccommcndations, particularly the closure of I'ortsmouth 
Naval Shipyard and New London Submarinc Rase. I~nvironmcntal rcmcdiation 
costs, liability issucs with privatized housing, economic impact and COI3R,\ cost 
analysis at these installations rvere dlscussed. I also inyuircd n-hcthcr any propcss 
had lxen made since 1988 in the enhanced-use lcasc project of the Navy 13road\vay 
llcvelopment Complcx in San Dicgo. Consolidation of ,\rmy, N a n  and .\ir 1-orcc 
post-graduatc education at hlontercy to reduce Base Operating Support \\.as 
discussed in light of tlic CNO's commcnts a t  the hlav 17, 2005 hearing that lie 
\vantcd t o  rctain thc PG School.. 

10. 1,icutcnant General Stcvcn Dlum, CS.\, Chicf of the National C;uard 13urcau: ,\ 
telephone conversation was held to obtain clarification on  the status of a 
compromise .4ir National Guard compromise solution being developed by tlic 
.\djutant Generals. 

11. I kutcnant Gencral Steven 131um, CS.1, Chicf of the .\it National Guard Hurcau: .\ 
mccting \vas held on July 29,2005 to discuss progress on reaching a solution on  ;\u 
National Guard 13lt4C rccommendations. I.cgal issucs \vcre dlscussed as \vcll. 

12. .\cting .\ir Force Sccrctaq- hIicIiae1 Dominguiz: .-\ telephone caU \vas held \vith 
Secretan Dominguez to determine \vIiethcr the i\ir 1;orce could assist 
Comtnissioncrs \vith clarification on any pending issuc. 









Battaglia, Charles, CIV, WSO-BRAC 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Cirillo, Frank, CIV, WSO-BRAC 
Sunday, August 28, 2005 11 :14 PM 
Cook. Robert, CIV, WSO-BRAC; Battaglia, Charles, CIV, WSO-BRAC; Hague, David, CIV, 
WSO-BRAC; Hanna, James. CIV, WSO-BRAC; Schaefer, James, CIV, WSO-BRAC; Small, 
Kenneth, CIV, WSO-BRAC; Carnevale, Diane, CIV, WSO-BRAC; Hill, Christine, CIV, WSO- 
BRAC; Van Saun, David, CIV, WSO-BRAC; Dinsick, Robert, CIV, WSO-BRAC 
Guess What - 84.7 percent 

Early exit poles say we again achieved the magic 85 percent mark. This time the Accept or 
Reject count is not as direct as past rounds due to multiple actions in many o f  the 190 
recommendations so my observations are not strictly objective. 

Army 5 5 / 1  - Navy 18/3 - Air Force 33/9 - JCSO (UNVALIDATED) 55/16 for a grand total of 
161/29 ~ccept/~eject or 34.7 percent. 

Thus if my figures bear out the final count and second guessing, all four Commission 
Rounds will have resulted in a 84-85 percent acceptance of DoD recommendations. 

Frank 

This e-mail has been sent from the Blackberry of Frank Cirillo, Director of Review and 
Analysis, Defense Ease Closure and Realignment Commission 



JOHN ENSIGN 
NEVADA 
- 

C O L I M I l T E S :  

ARMED SERVICES 

COMMERCE. SCIENCE. AND 
TRANSPOPTATION 

HEALTFI, EDUCATION, h o R ,  
AND P e h l S l o ~ s  

B V ~ G E T  
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-2305 

August 17,2005 

Honorzble Anlhony J, Principi 
Chaiilnan, B s e  Closure and Rea l i~ment  Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202-3920 

Dear Chainnan Principi; 

Thank you for your letter of Aupst 9, 2005. M e r  rrvieufing the enclosmes, it is 
apparent that previously undocumcntcd conversations between the Coinmission and senior-level 
Department of Defense officials occurred on matters before the Commission. I cormnend your 
decision to take immediate steps to post "reports of furure meetings and other contacts" with 
Department of Defeme officials on the Commission's website to preserve 0111 common interest 
in a fair and transpvent process. I request that you continue to make a11 information rsceived by 
the Commission part of the public record at the earliest time possible. 

Further, the information contained in the summary of your meetings/telephone calls also 
confirms that discussions occmed with Department of Defense officials who were personally or 
substantially involved in the preparation of infonmtion and recommendations cotrernin,o the 
closure or realignment of military installations. To asscss w11e:her expane commilnicarions may 
have influenced the Commission's actions to date, I request that you provide to my staff a 
complete detsiled account of (1) information exchanged in xeetings and telephone calls, 
particularly 2s it related to subseque~t Commission deliberations; and (2) information on c. 
parre contacts that the other eight commissioners, as well as the Commission staff, had with 
Department o f  Defense officials between May 2 and July 19,2005. 1 also request that you zllow 
my staff to interview individuzl Conlmissiollers and Commission staff, as necessary. 

I am committed to quickly resolving this matter as to not impede the ctitical work of  he 
BRAC Comn~ission, I request that you provide the requested documentation and access to my 
staff before September 6, 2005. I look foward to your reply. 

John Ensign 
Chairman 

V 
Subco~nmittee on Readiness and Mu:agement Support 

cc: The Honorable Donald H. Rurnsfeld 



Date: 22 June 2005: 
Official / Purpose: Meeting between Mr. Jim Hanna and RDML Harry Harris for lunch in 
Pentagon. Unrelated to BRAC. RDML Harris was one of Mr. Hanna's plcbes at USNA 
and was Operations Ofticer in Naval Forces Central Co~nmand during Mr. Hanna's tour 
as Chief of Staff while conducting OEF and OIF in the Middle East. 

Date: 12 July 2005 
Ofticial / Purpose: Attended meetings with CMC and CNO in company of the Chainnan 
during which CMC and CNO voiced their concerns with potential adds. 

Date: 20  July 2005 
Official / Purpose: Office call with ADM Mullen, Perspective CNO, on BRAC process 
and his concerns with adds. 

Date: 21 July 2005 
Ofticial 1 Purpose: Office call with Ms. Anne Da\lis and Mr. Dennis Biddick to discuss 
analq-tic support required of DON BRAC team during BRAC endgame. This was to 
cnsure that DON retained adequate personnel to accommodate Clearinghouse taskers and 
provide necessary clarification and amplification of existing rccom~ncndations. 

JCSG 

Date: 13 June 2005 
Official / Purpose: RC Transfonnation Recommendations, Tim Abrell met nith Col Day 
USAR rcp to RC-PAT . 

Date: I June 2005 
Ot'ticial / Purpose: Technical Joint Cross-Service Recomniendations, Les Farrington met 
with Al Shaft'er (SES) BG Fred Castle. 

Date: 29 June 2005 
OfXcial / Purpose: BRAC Actions Affecting NBVC (Point Mugu)VADM Walter 
Massenburg and RADM Michael Bachmann. 

Date: 2 August 2005 
Ofticial / Purpose: Technical Joint Cross-Service Recommendations, AI Shaffir (SES) 
National Defcnse University 

Date: 3 August 2005 
Official / Purpose: Impact of proposed BRAC reco~nmendations on the science and 
technology program. Dr. Hans Binnendijk, Dr. Richard C h i t ,  Dr. Don Daniel, Dr. Elihu 
Zirnet, Dr. John Lyon. 
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Ms. Hill 

The following is a copy of the question asked Chainnan Principi on 22 August 2005 
including the participa~ts fiom the SASC/Sen. Ensign's Staff. 

Senate Armed Services Committee (SAW) staff present 
Regina Dubey-Lead Interviewer - : : , 
Marc Schwartz 
Barbara Gannon 

Sen. John Ensign's Staff (Chairman, Subcommittee on Readiness and Management) 
Alexi Beyer 
D'Arcy Grisier 

Questions for Commissioner Principi 

W explaiacd to Commissioner Principi that we need to know the following about the 
summary of meetinps/telephone calls he provided to the committee on August a*. 1) 
Who initiated the discussion? 2) Details of the discussion-who said what? 3) Is 
the discussion documented or in the process of being documented? 4) How did he 
weigh tbe informrtion given in these communications? 

1. As part of the summary of meetingsltelephone calls with DOD officials submitted 
to the  committee on August B ' ~ ,  you listed tluee discussions with LTG Blum that 
occuned on June 21, July 29, and another on an unknown date regarding 
recommendations related to the Air Guard, could you elaborate on these 
discussions? 

2. Could you elaborate on the clarifying issues discussed with ADM Vernon Clark 
concerning Portsmoutl~ Naval Shipyard, New London Submarine Base, Pearl 
Harbor Naval Shipyard, and Bm~swick Naval Air Station, including the issue of 
encroaclunent at Oceana Naval Air Station? 

3.  You have also documented discussions with Marine Corps officials on July 12'~ 
and 19" soncenling the Recruiting Depot in Sm Diego; could you please detail 
the nature of these discussions? 

4. Similarly, you spoke with ADM Mullen on Aug 3 1 d  on Navy BRAC issues related 
to Naval Air Station Oceana, the Navy Broadway Complex, and the Post 
Graduate School at Monterrey, what was the substance of these discussions? 

5. You discussed the nature of future missions at  Ellsworth Air Force Base and 
Cannon Air Force Base with General Moseley, the date is unknown, could you 
debil the subject matter discussed in this conversation? 



6 .  You spoke with Wayne Amy, t he  Deputy, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, on a 
number of issues (no date given): Portsmouth Naval Base, New London 
Subnlarine Bases, environmental issues, privatized housing, economic impact and 
COBRA analysis, the Broadway Complex, and the consolidation of post-graduate 
education, what was specifically discussed in this conversation? 

7. You also listed a conversation with Acting Secretary England on June 24" on 
what you described as the "BRAC Recommendation Process." Do you recall the 
details of this discussion? 


