
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

February 15,2005 

The Honorable Donald 1-1. Rurnsfcld 
S e c r e t q  of Defense 
I000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030i - 1  000 

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld: 

The Sraie of Mississippi respectWly requests that ihi: Department of Defense recommend in the 
2305 Base Closure md Realignment (BIWC) process the closure of the h l i s k i p p i  . m y  
Arriniunition Piant (MSAAP) ar S~ennis Space Center in Hancock County, hlississippi. I be!ieve 
that this ac~ion would be in  the bcs: interczls of both the Depmnlent and the surrounding 
community. 

MS.4.4P occupies 6,000 acres at NASA's Stennis Space Center through a long-tem iease w r h  
XASA Opened as 3 stale-of-the-afi anrnlmition plant in 1983. MSAAP was completely closed 
by 1990 and its 1,700 employees laid off- a huge economic impact for a small state like 
hlissjssippi. Inierestingly, the abandoned plant never c,me up during the 1931, 1993, and 1 995 
BLqC rounds. Todqr,  rhe Arrny has a ccnxac1 wit5 Mason Technologies Inc. (31TI) to 
rnain~ain the facility and attract tenants. However, over half a million square feet of floor space 
in former Arm>- facililies and 4,200 acres remair? u~used .  

- 
I he 5ra1e of Mssissippi has actively !worked as a principal force to bring new business to the 
hfSAAP p l m ~ :  including a Boeing RS-68 rocket engine assembly plant (a I57 million state 
invesmcnt) and an IONATRON laser lechnology production facility (a $2 million state 
commitment). In addition, NAVOCEANO, a NASA tenant, is using several of the old 
a l n m ~ m ~ r i o n  Smkcrs as secure dam storage sites. 

The MSAAP hc i l i~ i ss  can be mori: cffecrivcly urilizrd through more aggressive and responsive 
local control. In addition, this closure would amliorate d ~ e  need for the Arn-~y !o continue to 
spend miiiions o f  dollars annuaiiy to hold on lo an abandoned facility in growing ciisrepair. 
These cost sav i i~gs  alone ai-e season to closc the facility through the B M C  process. 

Further, I believe d~at  grcatcr economic rcdcvtloprnenr success for h e  unoccilpied spaces could 
bc achieved througli more direct participation with the M S . M  property without the 
complications resulting from the continued involvcmenr of the Army and, particuiarly, MTI. I 
understand that Ste~lnis Space Center has previously requested transfcr of a portion of the leased 
land back to NASA control but the .4nny has declined. 
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