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Dear at?n c Comm,si/on/, 
Please don't move our West Virginia Air National Guard C-130 Hercules turboprops 

which are attached to the Air National Guard's 130th Airlift wing in Charleston, W.V. 
The guard now operates the fire station for the Yeager Airport. I love our State and if 
these C130's are taken from us we will be broken hearted to say the least. 
My son who has worked at the guard almost 25 years will have to up root his family 

somewhere else. I'm a widow and I depend on them a lot so please don't take their 
planes from them and help keep my family here in West Virginia. 

Thank You, 
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will help war on terror 
ush tells Naval 
cademy grads 
oney should be 
ent to fight terror 
JENNIFER LOVEN 
Assoclated Press 
LNNAPOLIS, Md. - 
d i n g  out for the first 
: in favor of controversial 
closings, President Bush 

i Friday the nation is 
;ting billions of dollars 
unnecessary military 
Lities and needs the mon- 
or the war on terrorism. 
ush, who faces opposi- 
h m  many states to shut- 
down bases, tried to be 
suing He said the bases 
dd be chosen fairly, and 
government would do 
t could to help affected 
ununities recover. 
ilt he made clear that the 
:ess - however painful 
odd  not be avoided. 
I a speech to graduates ~f 
Naval Academy, he said 
closings and realign- 
its "will result in a mili- 
that is more efficient 

better prepared so you 
better protect the Amer- 
people against the dan- 
of this new century." 

n this war, there is only 
3ption and that is victory," 
i d ,  to cheers born mid- 
men, relatives and fac- 

The Assoclated Press 
President Bush speaks at the United States Naval Academy Graduation and Commissioning Ceremony a t  the 
Navy Marine Corps Memorial Stadium on Friday in Annapolis, Maryland. 

ulty at the academy on the 
shores of the Chesapeake Bay. 

When Bush last spoke at a 
Naval Academy com- 
mencement, it was four 
months before the Sept. U, 
2001 terrorist attacks and his 
focus was his administra- 
tion's effort to reshape the 
military into a faster, lighter 

and more flexible - but not 
larger - fighting force. 

Since the attacks, and amid 
a global anti-terror campaign 
and wars in Afghanistan md 
Iraq a top-tmbottom military 
transformation is even more 
necessary, Bush said. Keys to 
the success are new tech- 
nolagy, repositioning of glob 

al forces, new weapons and 
realigned bases at home, he 
said. 

Bush said he understands 
the fears in cities where 
bases have been marked for 
changes or closure. The fust 
round of closings in a decade 
has members of Congress 
and local officials working 

hard to protect the 33 major 
bases slated for closure and 
the 29 others proposed for 
downsizing. 

"I know firsthand how 
hard base closings can be 
on local communities," said 
the former Texas governor 
who saw facilities shut down , 

in his state. 
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Military won't visit Charleston base as ~ a r t  of tours 
By JOHN RABY 
The Associated Press 

CHARLESTON - Pentagon 
officials won't be visiting the 
UOth Airlift Wing in Charleston 
as part of a tour of U.S. bases 
slated for closure and realign- 
ment, a spokesman for a citizens 
group said Friday. 

U.S. Rep. Shelley Moore Capi- 
to, R-W.Va, had said that by law, 
at least two members of the Base 
Closure and Realignment Com- 
mission must visit the West Vir- 
ginia National Guard base in 
Charleston before its C-UO air- 
planes can be relocated. 

In recent hearings, Defense 
Department officials said military 
value was a key factor in decid- 

ing which bases would close. 
But Friday's announcement indi- 
cates the military will only visit 
bases that would suffer high-job 
losses, said Mike Plante, 
spokesman for a coalition called 
Keep the UOth Flying. 

"It smacks to appease com- 
munities that are set to be hit 
hard by job loss," Plante said. 

The proposal would strip the 
UOth of eight C-UO cargo planes 
and transfer them to Pope Air 
Force Base in North Carolina. 

It's not been determined how 
many jobs would be lost at the 
UOth, which employs 320 full- 
time military and civilian staffers. 
Another 700 National Guards 
members are assigned to the unit. 

The base provides about $71 
million to the local economy 
annually in goods, services and 
salaries. 

Members of congressionally 
chartered BRAC will visit bases 
and hold hearings on the Penta- 
gon proposal. The plan to close 
33 major bases and downsize 29 
others aims to save $48.8 billion 
over 20 years by eliminating 
redundant and inefficient facili- 
ties and promoting cooperation 
among the Army, Navy, Air Force 
and Marine Corps. 

The panel will decide on any 
changes to the Pentagon plan 
and then give a list to Bush and 
Congress this fall for approval or 
rejection. 

Plante said he was puzzled 
why the panel won't visit the 
130th when it's required to by 
law. 

"That's what we're trying to fig- 
ure out," he said. 

The coalition called on the 
state's congressional delega- 
tion to seek a reversal of the 
BRAC decision to  skip 
Charleston. 

Capito did not immediately 
return a telephone message Fri- 
day night. 

Also Friday, U.S. Sen Jay Rock- 
efeller, D-W.Va., co-sponsored 
legislation that would delay any 
closings. Capito spoke in sup- 
port of a similar measure in the 
House earlier this week 
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May 25,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 
emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 

& d @ 3  ina L. Shinaberry 

- 

2293 South Walnut Dr. 
St. Albans, West Virginia 25177 





RBAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern, 

It is with great concern that 1 as writing this letter. Please consider keeping the 130& 
Airlift Wing in Charleston, WV. 

There are three important reasons I think you should keep the guard. The reasons are 
military reasons, economic reasons and community reasons. 

For the military reasons: We currently can accommodate 14 C-130's. Our individual 
aircrew members average 3,100 hours of flying experience. We provide airlift for WV 
Army National Guard missions year-round and the 130& Airlift Wing fire department has 
responded to over 200 emergency calls in 2005 to date. 

For the economic reasons: We contribute millions to the regional economy annually. 
We conduct business with nearly 450 companies throughout WV. We have a Tuition 
Assistance Program which provides Air Guard members $264,000 in tuition and fees to 
WV colleges and universities for spring semester 2005. 

For the community reasons: Our members of the 130th AW reside in 40 WV counties. 
Air guard members volunteer with many agencies. We hosts 75-80 base tours for school 
and civic organizations annually. Our members of the 130AW have been part of your 
community since 1947 and is a family tradition for multiple generation of Guardsmen. 

Our son, Richard Matthew Porter is currently a member of the 1 3 0 ~  Airwing. We are 
very proud of h m  and all the guards. Please keep the guard in Charleston, WV 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Patricia Ann Porter 



RBAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern, 

It is with great concern that 1 as writing this letter. Please consider keeping the 1 3 0 ~  
Airlift Wing in Charleston, WV. 

There are three important reasons I think you should keep the guard. The reasons are 
military reasons, economic reasons and community reasons. 

For the military reasons: We currently can accommodate 14 C-130's. Our individual 
aircrew members average 3,100 hours of flying experience. We provide airlift for WV 
Army National Guard missions year-round and the 130' Airlift Wing fire department has 
responded to over 200 emergency calls in 2005 to date. 

For the economic reasons: We contribute millions to the regional economy annually. 
We conduct business with nearly 450 companies throughout WV. We have a Tuition 
Assistance Program which provides Air Guard members $264,000 in tuition and fees to 
WV colleges and universities for spring semester 2005. 

For the community reasons: Our members of the 130' AW reside in 40 WV counties. 
Air guard members volunteer with many agencies. We hosts 75-80 base tours for school 
and civic organizations annually. Our members of the 130AW have been part of your 
community since 1947 and is a family tradition for multiple generation of Guardsmen. 

Our son, Richard Matthew Porter is currently a member of the 130" AirWing. We are 
very proud of him and all the guards. Please keep the guard in Charleston, WV 

Sincerely, 
A 

Richard W. Porter 



William R. Barr 
1 9 1 0 Redstone Road 

South Charleston, West Virginia 25309 

RECEIVED 

June 26,2005 

Brac Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Commission: 

Ever since I have heard of the plans to close the Yeager Air Guard 130~ ,  I have been 
troubled. 

I do not understand how a division can be closed that has performed in outstanding 
fashion for so many years and who most recently was awarded top honors for their 
abilities can now be scheduled for downsizing and possible ultimate closure. 

I am glad to see you are taking a second closer look at out capabilities here in 
Charleston. 

Yours truly, 

William R. Ban 



June 10,2005 

2005 BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Members: 

I am writing tiis letter to stmgiy oppose the realignment of the 130" Airlift Wing at Yeager Airport in 
Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all eight C-130 aircraft to Pope Air Force 
Base. 

The 130 Airlift Wing has been in existence since 1947 and has always been involed in serving our country, 
state, and community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean Conflict, Desert Shield, 
Desert Storm, Iraqui Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have its members deployed to 13 different 
countries to this very day. 

It is unbelievable that a unit of the caliber of the 130" Airlift Wing would be in this position. 

* Since 200 1, the retention rate for the 130" bas stayed steady between 96-98% while 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. 

* The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
* The 130"' has had its men and women serving all over the world since the Global War on 

Terrorism began in 2001, during which time the unit has received numerous inspections 
by the Air Force and performed to excellent standards each time. 

* The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it does 
so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2 million for operations 
and maintenance; the 130" Airlift Wing spent $1 -78 million for the same mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and commitment to 
service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 130" Airlift Wing. I urge you to do 
everything within your power to keep them flying. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
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June 10,2005 

2005 BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Members: 

I am writing this ~~ t~ s-y oppase the ~ l i ~ t  of th l 3Orn Airlift Wing at Y e a p  Airport in 
Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all eight C-130 aircraft to Pope Air Force 
Base. 

The 130 Airlift Wing has been in existence since 1947 and has always been involed in serving our country, 
state, and community when called upon- The unit was activated for the Korean Conflict, Desert Shield, 
Desert Storm, Iraqui Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have its members deployed to 13 different 
countries to this very day. 

It is unbelievable that a unit of the caliber of the 130h Airlift Wing would be in this position. 

* Simx 200 1, the &ention rats for the 1 30m has stayed steady between 96-98% wbik 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. 

* The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
* The 1 3 0 ~  has had its men and women senring all over the world since the Global War on 

Terrorism began in 2001, during which time the unit has received numerous inspections 
by the Air Force and performed to excellent standards each time. 

* The 130h Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it does 
so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $22 million for operations 
and maintenance; the 1 3Qfb Airlift Wing spent $1 -78 million for the same mission. 

df  indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and commitment to 
service, there can be no doubt that C- 130 aircraft will stay at the 1 30h Airlift Wing. I urge you to do 
e v m g  within your power to keep them flying. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, 

Sincerely, 



June 10,2005 

2005 BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Members: 

I am writing this letter to strongly opgose the miignment of the I3O' Airf fi Wing at Yeager Airport in 
Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all eight C-130 aircraft to Pope Air Force 
Base. 

The 130 Airlift Wing has been in existence since 1947 and has always been involed in serving our country, 
state, and community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean Conflict, Desert Shield, 
Desert Storm, Iraqui Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have its members deployed to 13 different 
countries to this very day. 

It is unbelievable that a unit of the caliber of the 1 30th Airlift Wing would be in this position. 

* Since 200 I ,  the m i o n  rate fix the 130" has stayed steady between 9698% while 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. 

* The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
* The 130'" has had its men and women serving all over the world since the Global War on 

Terrorism began in 2001, during which time the unit has received numerous inspections 
by the Air Force and performed to excellent standards each time. 

* The 1 30Ih Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it does 
so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2 million for operations 
and maintenance; the 1 30th Airlift Wing spent $1 -78 million for the same mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and commitment to 
service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 1 30th Airlift Wing. I urge you to do 
everything within your power to keep them flying. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 



June 10,2005 

2005 BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Members: 

I am writing this letter to strungiy oppose the realignment of the 1 30th Aidif? Wing at Yeager Airport in 
Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all eight C-130 aircraft to Pope Air Force 
Base. 

The 130 Airlift Wing has been in existence since 1947 and has always been involed in serving our country, 
state, and community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean Conflict, Desert Shield, 
Desert Storm, Iraqui Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have its members deployed to 13 different 
countries to this very day. 

It is unbelievable that a unit of the caliber of the 130" Airlift Wing would be in this position. 

* Since 200 I ,  the mkmtian rate for the 130'" has stayed steady W w m  96-98% while 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. 

* The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
* The 130h has had its men and women serving all over the world since the Global War on 

Terrorism began in 200 1, during which time the unit has received numerous inspections 
by the Air Force and performed to excellent standards each time. 

* The 130' Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it does 
so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2 million for operations 
and maintenance; the 1 30th ~ i r l i f t  Wing spent $1.78 million for the same mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and commitment to 
service, there can be no doubt that C- 130 aircraft will stay at the 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing. I urge you to do 
everything within your power to keep them flying. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 



- -an wnum this letter to strongly oppose the realignment of the 1 30m Airlift Wing (AW) 
- '.-eager ~ i y r r  in Chariesron, Wv. Tnis reali gnmenr would resuir in the ioss of aii 

eight C-130 aircraft to Po,p AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and ihas always stepped up to serve our 
couiiti-j, stztc, 2nd c~rimunit): when catted upon. Tfie unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert ShieldlDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 different countries to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 130Lh Airlift Wing would be in this 
psition. 

Since 2001, the retention rate for the 1 3 0 ~  has stayed steady between 96-98% while 
other units have suftered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain h m  
BRAC. 
The current strength of  the unit is 103 2% 
The 130th h, had its men and women sewkg all wer the world since the Global War 
on Terrorism began in 2001, during which time the unit has received numerous 
inspections by the Air Force and performed to excellent standards each time. 
The 130' Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 
does so econvmicdly. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 1 Nth 
Airlift Wing. 1 urge you to do everyhing within your power to Keep'em Flyin.' 



I am writing this letter to protest the proposed realignment of the 130th Airlift Wing at 
Yeager Airport in Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all eight 
C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
country, state, and community when cdle2l upon. The unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert ShieldDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 different countries to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 1 3oth Airlift Wing would be in this 
position. 

+ Since 200 I ,  the 130" bas had its men and women serving all over the world, 
meanvhile receiving burnerow inspections by the Air Force and performing to 
excellent standards each time. 

+ Since 2001, the retention rate for the 130' has stayed steady between 96-98% while 
other units have suffer@ losses, some afthem the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. 

+ The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
+ The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 

does so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 130" 
Airlift Wing. I urge you to do everything within your power to Keep'em Flyin.' 
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I am writing this letter to strongly oppose the realignment of the 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing (AW) 
at Yeager Airport in Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all 
eight C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
country, state, and mrnmunity when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert ShielcUDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 different countries to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 130th Airlift Wing would be in this 
position. 

+ Since 2001, the retention rate for the 130& has stayed steady between 96-98% while 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. 

+ The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
+ The 130" has had its men and women serving all over the world since the Global War 

on Terrorism began in 2001, during which time the unit has received numerous 
inspections by the Air Force and performed to excellent standards each time. 

+ The 130" Airlift Wing not only performs its duties ef'ficiently and with excellence, it 
does so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 1 3oth 

k m ~  to ~ e e ~ ' e m  Flyin.' 



I am writing this letter to strongly oppose the realignment of the 130m Airlift Wing (AW) 
2 5 3  07 

ax Yeager Airport in Chmkston, W. This realignment would result in the loss of dl 
eight C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
cotizdzy, &ate+ ixmmdty  en mUed upon. Ttre unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert ShieIcVDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 different countries to this wry day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 130" Airlift Wing would bt: in this 
position. 

Since 2001, the retention rate for the 130' has stayed steady between 96-98% while 
other units have suffered iusses, m e  of them the very units scheduled to gain h m  
BRAC. 
The cwemt strength of the unit is 103.2% 
Ihc 130' has had its meo d women serving all over the world since the Global War 
on Terrorism began in 2551, during which time the unit has received numerous 
inspections by the Air Force and performed to excellent standards each time. 
The 130' Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 
daen m eaxwmi~ally. Four comparabie units spent an average of $2,2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-I30 aircraft will stay at the 130' 
Airlift Wing. I urge you to do everything within your power to Keep'em Flyin.' 



I am writing this letter to strongly oppose the realignment of the 130m Airlift Wing (AW) 
rrt Yeager Airport in Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all 
eight C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
corntry, state, and community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert ShieldlDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 different countries to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 130" Airlift Wing would be in this 
@h. 

+ Since 2001, the retention rate for the 130' has stayed steady between 96-98% while 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. 

+ The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
+ The 130tb has had its men and women serving all over the world since the Global War 

on Terrorism began in 2001, during which time the unit has received numerous 
inspections by the Air Force and performed to excellent standards each time. 

+ The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 
does so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C- 130 aircraft will stay at the 1 3 0 ~  
Airlift Wing. I urge you to do everything within your power to Keep'em Flyin.' 

Sincerely, 



2005 BRAC Commissioners, 

Please review the DoD BRAC 2005 Detailed Recommendations, Yeager AGS, Pages 
35 and 36, Justifications (attached). In this section you will find several gross errors. 
This document states that Yeager AGS can only support 8 C- 130's. Currently, Yeager 
AGS can support 14 C-130's and has the land available to it allow it expand to support up 
to 24 C-130's or 12 C-17's. Yeager AGS has had C-5's on the parking ramp along with 
the eight assigned C-130's. During President Bush's visit in February, 2001 Yeager AGS 
accommodated Air Force One (Boeing 757), a C-17, Marine 1 and 8 C-130's at the same 
time. The DoD report to the BRAC commission is flawed. 

Please consider Yeager AGS manning (103%), recruitment and retention (95%), 
available land to accommodate "surge capabilities", and air space for flying mission 
training. The 1 3 0 ~  AW at Yeager AGS ranks in the top 10 for recruitment and retention 
out of 91 Air National Guard units. The air space around Yeager AGS is a Class C and 
the closest Class B air space is Pittsburgh IAP (approximately 200 miles away). The 
ability to conduct nearly unrestricted tactical flight training greatly enhances mission 
capabilities. If needed, C-130's based at Yeager AGS can fly to Pope AFB, NC, Ft. 
Campbell, KY, or Washington, DC in approximately 1 hour and is within 2 hours flight 
time of 60 percent of the US population. 

It makes more sense to give Yeager AGS eight more aircraft, and leave the older 
C-130 at Pope AFB, NC for the 82nd Airborne to use for training.. .not for actual 
worldwide missions. We all know that if a situation arises where the 82nd Airborne has 
to get any distance in force, and fast, it will use the air refuelable C-17's based out of 
Charleston AFB, SC., McGuire AFB, NJ, and other bases. C-130's are intra-theater air 
lifters and, while stationed in the United States, would provide greater day to day support 
for use during a disaster recovery or terrorist attack. 

The right place to station 12 to 16 "Mission Ready" C-130's is at Yeager AGS, 
Charleston WV. 

Respectfully, 

.&#* 
David J. Boyles 
4 1 7 Hurricane Ave. 
Hurricane, WV 25526 



$0.04M in costs for environmental compliance and waste management. These costs were 
included in the payback calculation. There are no anticipated impacts to the costs of 
environmental restoration. The aggregate environmental impact of all recommended BRAC 
actions affecting the installations in this recommendation have been reviewed. There are no 
known environmental impediments to the implementation of this recommendation. 

Pope Air Force Base, NC, Pittsburgh International Airport Air Reserve Station, PA, 
and Yeager Air Guard Station, WV 

Recommendation: Realign Pope Air Force Base (Air Force Base), NC. Distribute the 43d 
Airlift Wing's C-130E aircraft (25 aircraft) to the 314th Airlift Wing, Little Rock Air Force 
Base, AR; realign the 23d Fighter Group's A-10 aircraft (36 aircraft) to Moody Air Force Base, 
GA; transfer real property accountability to the Army; disestablish the 43rd Medical Group and 
establish a medical squadron. At Little Rock Air Force Base, AR, realign eight C- l3OE aircraft 
to backup inventory; retire 27 C-130Es; realign one C-130J aircraft to the 143d Airlift Wing 
(ANG), Quonset State Airport Air Guard Station, RI; two C-130Js to the 146th Airlift Wing 
(ANG), Channel Islands Air Guard Station, CA; and transfer four C-130Js from the 3 14th Airlift 
Wing (AD) to the 189th Airlift Wing (ANG), Little Rock Air Force Base. 

Realign Yeager Airport Air Guard Station (AGS), WV, by realigning eight C-130H aircraft to 
Pope/Fort Bragg to form a 16 aircraft Air Force Resewelactive duty associate unit, and by 
relocating flying-related expeditionary combat support (ECS) to Eastern West Virginia Regional 
AirportIShepherd Field AGS (aerial port and fire fighters). Close Pittsburgh International 
Airport (UP) Air Reserve Station (ARS), PA, and relocate 91 1th Airlift Wing's (AFRC) eight 
C-130H aircraft to PopeIFort Bragg to form a 16 aircraft Air Force Resewelactive duty associate 
unit. Relocate AFRC operations and maintenance manpower to PopeIFort Bragg. Relocate 
flight related ECS (aeromedical squadron) to Youngstown-Warren Regional APT ARS. 
Relocate all remaining Pittsburgh ECS and headquarters manpower to Ofhtt Air Force Base, 
NE. Air National Guard units at Pittsburgh are unaffected. 

Justification: Downsizing Pope Air Force Base takes advantage of mission-specific 
consolidation opportunities to reduce operational costs, maintenance costs and the manpower 
footprint. The smaller manpower footprint facilitates transfer of the installation to the Army. 
Active duty C-130s and A-10s will move to Little Rock (17-airlift) and Moody (I I-SOFICSAR), 
respectively, to consolidate force structure at those two bases and enable Army recommendations 
at Pope. At Little Rock, older aircraft are retired or converted to back-up inventory and J-model 
C-130s are aligned under the Air National Guard. Little Rock grows to become the single major 
active duty C-130 unit, streamlining maintenance and operation of this aging weapon system. At 
Pope, the synergistic, multi-service relationship will continue between Army airborne and Air 
Force airlift forces with the creation of an active duty/Reserve associate unit. The C-130 unit 
remains as an Army tenant on an expanded Fort Bragg. With the disestablishment of the 43rd 
Medical Group, the AF will maintain the required manpower to provide primary care, flight and 
occupational medicine to support the Air Force active duty military members. The Army will 
maintain the required manpower necessary to provide primary care, flight, and occupational 
medicine to support the Army active duty military members. The Army will provide ancillary 
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and specialty medical services for all assigned Army and Air Force military members (lab, x-ray, 
pharmacy, etc). 

The major command's capacity briefing reported Pittsburgh ARS land constraints prevented the 
installation from hosting more than 10 C-130 aircraft and Yeager AGS cannot support more than 
eight C-130s. Careful analysis of mission capability indicates that it is more appropriate to 
robust the proposed airlift mission at Fort Bragg to an optimal 16 aircraft C-130 squadron, which 
provides greater military value and offers unique opportunities for Jointness. 

Payback: The total estimated one-time cost to the Department of Defense to implement this 
recommendation is $2 18.1M. The net of all costs and savings to the Department during the 
implementation period is a savings of $652.5M. Annual recurring savings to the Department 
after implementation are $197.OM, with an immediate payback expected. The net present value 
of the cost and savings to the Department over 20 years is a savings of $2,515.4M. 

Economic Impact on Communities: Assuming no economic recovery, this recommendation 
could result in a maximum potential reduction of 7,840 jobs (4,700 direct jobs and 3,140 indirect 
jobs) over the 2006-201 1 period in the Fayetteville, NC, Metropolitan Statistical economic area, 
which is 4.0 percent of economic area employment. 

Assuming no economic recovery, this recommendation could result in a maximum potential 
reduction of 246 jobs (1 56 direct jobs and 90 indirect jobs) over the 2006-201 1 period in the 
Charleston, WV, Metropolitan Statistical economic area, which is 0.1 percent of economic area 
employment. 

Assuming no economic recovery, this recommendation could result in a maximum potential 
reduction of 581 jobs (322 direct jobs and 259 indirect jobs) over the 2006-201 1 period in the 
Pittsburgh, PA, Metropolitan Statistical economic area, which is less than 0.1 percent of 
economic area employment. 

The aggregate economic impact of all recommended actions on these economic regions of 
influence was considered and is at Appendix B of Volume I. 

Community Infrastructure Assessment: A review of the community attributes indicates no 
issues regarding the ability of the infrastructure of the communities to support forces, missions 
and personnel. There are no known community infrastructure impediments to implementation of 
all recommendations affecting the installations in this recommendation. 

Environmental Impact: There are potential impacts to air quality; cultural, archeological, or 
tribal resources; land use constraints or sensitive resource areas; noise; threatened and 
endangered species or critical habitat; waste management; water resources; and wetlands that 
may need to be considered during the implementation of this recommendation. There are no 
anticipated impacts to dredging; or marine mammals, resources, or sanctuaries. Impacts of costs 
include $1.3M in costs for environmental compliance and waste management. These costs were 
included in the payback calculation. There are no anticipated impacts to the costs of 
environmental restoration. The aggregate environmental impact of all recommended BRAC 
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June 2,2005 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2005 Defense BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 Arlington, VA 22202 

Attn: To Who It May Concern 

Re: 1 3oth Airlift Wing 
Yeager Airport 
Charleston, West Virginia 

Dear Sirs: 

I am writing to you today to respectfully request that the United States 
government allows the 130th Airlift Wing of Charleston, West Virginia, to keep their C- 
130 planes. Please remove this airbase off of the BRAC list. Without planes, this base 
will diminish and the effects of this will be very detrimental to the economy of West 
Virginia. 

The impact that the 130"' Airlift Wing has made on both foreign and domestic soil 
cannot be summed up in one simple letter. The countless acts of unselfishness, patriotism 
and military pride that the 130th has exemplified is nothing short of honorable and 
respectable. 

Please closely examine what the 130th has done for the United States. This is one 
of America's top Air Guard bases and the consideration of taking away their planes is 
something that needs to be re-examined. 

The 130th has served and protected not only the people of West Virginia but also 
the people of America. It is now our turn to serve and protect them. 

My father is a full-time employee with the 130th and has been for over 30 years. I 
have seen first hand the sacrifices he has personally had to make and the sacrifices the 
1 3 0 ~  has had to make. Is this how we are going to repay them for their duty and service 
to this great nation and state? I just cannot understand or see why taking away their 
planes would be beneficial to our country. 

Once again, I respectfully ask that the 130th Airlift Wing of Charleston, West 
Virginia, be taken off of the BRAC list and able to keep their C-130 planes. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

u U 
Sarah Mitchell 



2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: - - -- -- 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 
emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 

Sam Carpenter 
Concerned Citizen 

608 42nd Street S.E. 
Charleston, WV 25304 

w 



May 26,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 
emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 

b 

John LaMaster 
Concerned Citizen 

510 43'* Street S.E. 
Charleston, WV 25304 



May 25,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 
emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 

Butch Pauley 
fConcerned Citizen 1 

6535 Roosevelt Avenue S.E. 
Charleston, WV 25304 



May 25,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 
emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 

Thad Pauley-Carpenter / 
Concerned Citizen 

608 4Znd Street S.E. 
Charleston, WV 25304 



May 25,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 
emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 

~onc-ed Citizen W 

608 42nd Street S.E. 
Charleston, WV 25304 



May 25,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 

I emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 

1 Concerned Citizen 

6535 Roosevelt Avenue S.E. 1 Charleston, WY 15304 



May 25,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 
emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 

Concerned Citizen ', 

'4 \\ '. . 
6535 Roosevelt Avenue S.E. 
Charleston, WV 25304 



May 26,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 
emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 

Michelle LaMaster 
Concerned Citizen 

510 43rd Street S.E. 
Charleston, WV 25304 



May 25,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 
emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 

Meredith Carpenter 
Concerned Citizen 2 fW 
608 42nd Street S.E. u 
Charleston, WV 25304 



BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Va. 22202 

Dear BKAC Commission, 

My name is Michael Martin. I'm writing this letter as a concerned citizen of the state of Nevada. 
The recent release of the BRAC report is quite disturbing. This proposal threatens both the Army 
Ammunition Depot in Hawthorne and the Nevada Air National Guard base at Reno. Not only 
does this proposal not make sense, it impedes Nevada's ability to respond to wartime situations, 
natural disasters, terrorist attacks, and state crises. 

The Nevada Air Guard has been instrumental during the past 57 years in providing support 
during wartime operations, including the Korean Conflict, the Pueblo Crisis, Desert Storm, and 
most recently Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. The Air Guard has 
also been called upon numerous times to help support local state emergencies involving fires, 
floods, riots, and search and rescue operations. The unit has also been tasked many times in 
support of counter drug operations both within and outside of the United States. The Nevada Air 
Guard has proven itself over the years to be a most viable military asset. 

It doesn't sound as if the BRAC Commission has put much thought into closing Hawthrone's 
Army Ammunition Depot, or realigning Reno's Air National Guard base. It is my understanding 
that the decision to realign the Air National Guard base focused primarily on the supposed lack 
of available ramp space, when in fact, they have room for twelve C-130 Hercules aircraft; two 
more than the requirement put forth in the BRAC report. It's quite obvious that the BRAC 
Commission did not get factual information concerning this realignment. Therefore it makes 
absolutely no sense that the Air National Guard base is being considered for realignment. 

I encourage the BRAC Commission to reevaluate its decision concerning Nevada's military 
resources. I feel it would be a momentous error to eradicate such valuable homeland security 
resources. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Martin 



1 am writing this letter to strongly oppose the realignment of the 1 3om Airlift Wing (AW) 
at Yeager Airpurt in Ckrar1eston, WV. This redignment would result in the loss of all 
eight (2-130 airsraft to Pop AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
country, state, and csmw when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert Shield/Desert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to I3 different countries to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing would be in this 
position. 

+ Since 2001, the retention rate for the 130' has stayed steady between 9698% while 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. 

+ The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
+ The 1 3oth has ha8 its men and women serving all over the world since the Global War 

on Ymrism began in 2001, during which time the unit has rweived numerous 
inspections by the Air Force and performed to excellent W d s  each time. 

+ The 130" Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 
does st, economicdly. Four comparable units spent an average of D.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission, 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 130' 
Airlift Wing. 1 urge you to do everythrng within your power to Keep'em Flyin.' 



I am writing this letter to strongly oppose the realignment of the 130& Airlift Wing (AW) 
at Yeam Airpcrrt in Charleston, W. This realignment would result in the loss of all 
eight C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
country, state, and community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert ShieldDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 different cowtrJes to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 130'~ Airlift Wing would be in this 
position. 

+ Since 2001, the retention rate for the 130' has stayed steady between 96-98% while 
otkr  units hatire suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain h m  
BRAC. 
Thc current strength of the unit is 103.2% 

+ The 130' has had its men and women serving all over the world since the Global War 
on Terrorism began in 2001, during which time the unit has received numerous 
inspections by the Air Force and performed to excellent standards each time. 

+ The 130" Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 
does HI g~at~)mically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission. 

1f indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
bommitment to senice, there can be no doubt that C-130 ainrafi will stay at the 130n 
birlift Wing. I urge you to do everything within your power to Keep'ern Flyin.' 

I 
Sincerely, - 



2005 Defense BRAC Commission 
2.52 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 Arlington, Kt 22202 

To: BRAC Commission Members 

I am writing in regard to the Charleston, WV Air National Guard 
Base. This base has always been a great pride for our area. 

The 130th WVANG service and awards speak for the outstanding 
skills and dedication o f  its members. Presently members of this 
base are serving in the Middle East as well as several other 
countries. While these men and women are in harms way in the 
service oftheir country their jobs are in jeopardy. Will they return 
to unemployment? 

The BRAC Committee has placed great emphasis on the amount of 
money saved by closing bases. Presently our government is 
sending billions of dollnrs to other countries to promote 
democracy and help those people "get on their feet. " At the same 
time, thousands in our own country are being "knocked ofltheir 
feet" by the actions of the BRAC Committee. How can we possibly 
help people in other countries when so many ofour own are facing 
unemployment? 

I hope you will do all you can do to save the 130'~ W A N G .  

Thank you. 

Lois Taylor 
2 71 7 Lakeview Drive 
St. Albans, WV 25 1 77 



I am writing this letter to strongly oppose the realignment of the 1 30' Airlift Wing (AW) 
at Yeager Auport in Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all 
eight C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
country, state, and community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert ShieldJDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 different countries to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 130' Airlift Wing would be in this 
position. 

Since 2001, the retention rate for the 130' has stayed steady between 96-98% while 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain fiom 
BRAC. 
The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
The 1 3 0 ~  has had its men and women serving all over the world since the Global War 
on Terrorism began in 2001, during which time the unit has received numerous 
inspections by the Air Force and performed to excellent standards each time. 
The 130' Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 
does so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 1 3 0 ~  
Airlift Wing. I urge you to do everythmg within your power to Keep'em Flyin.' 



- 
I am writing this letter to strongly oppose the realignment of the 13 
a Y e a g m A i t l p o & i n ~ ~ W .  -llkdiwd 
eight C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

0 6 0 6 2 0 0 5  
The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
~ , ~ ~ e a n t n # . m i ~ w h e n d ~ e d ~ n .  T h e ~ t w a s ~ ~ f o r t h e K r x e a n  
conflict, Desert Shield/Desert Storm, lraqi F d o m ,  Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 diffgent countries to tbis very day. 

Kt is -%fe that a unit of the caIikr of the 13@ AirliR Wing would be in this 
position. 

Since 200 1 ,  the retention rate for the 1 3 0 ~  has stayed steady between 96-98% while 
~ t h f f % ~ ~ ~ l a s s e s , s o m e o f t h e m t h e v e r y r n o i E t i ~ b g a i n d r o m  
BRAC. 
The cutrent stnmgfh of the unit is 1032% 
The 13@~habitsmend~0rnensavi~~allovertfbeworldsincethe ~lobal war 
on Terrorism began in 2001, during which time the unit has mxied numerous 
inspections by the Air Force a d  p e r f a d  to e x d W  s t a d d s  each time. 
The 1 3om Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 
d a - e s ~ ~ ~ -  F c s ~ c ~ ~ a p a & k & @ a a a ~ o f $ 2 . 2 M f m  
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-f 30 aim& wiff shy i the 130' 
Airlift W i g .  1 urge you to do everything within your power to Keep'em Flyin' 



May 3 1,2005 

5022 Dempsey Drive 
Cross Lanes, WV 253 13 

Attn: The BRAC Commission 

Re: 130th Airlift Wing 
Y eager Airport 
Charleston, West Virginia 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I am writing to ou today to respectfully request that the United States K government allow the 130' Airlift Wing of Charleston, West Virginia, to keep their C- 
130 planes. Please remove this airbase from the BRAC list. Without these planes, this 
base will cease to exist, as will hundreds of jobs. The success of this airbase is 
detrimental to the economy of Charleston, West Virginia and the state. 

The impact that the 130'~ Airlift Wing has made on both foreign and domestic soil 
cannot be summed up in one sim le letter. The countless acts of unselfishness, patriotism f' and military pride that the 130' has exemplified are nothing short of honorable and 
respectable. 

Please closely examine what the 130' has done for the United States. This is one 
of America's top Air Guard bases and the consideration of taking away their planes is 
something that needs to be re-examined. 

The 130' has served and protected not only the people of West Virginia but also 
the people of America. It is now our turn to serve and protect them. 

Once again, I respectfidly ask that the 130th Airlift Wing of Charleston, West 
Virginia, be taken off of the BRAC list and be able to keep their C-130 planes. Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer L. Nugent 



Raenel R. Hansen 
1349 Morningside Dr. 

Charleston, WV 25314 

June 3,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Gentlemen: 

I am writing this letter to strongly oppose the realignment of the 130th Airlift Wing at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all eight C-130 aircraft to 
Pope AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our country, 
state, and community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean conflict, Desert 
ShieldIDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have its members deployed 
to 13 different countries to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 130'~ Airlift Wing would be in this position. 

+ Since 2001, the 130th has had its men and women serving all over the world, meanwhile 
receiving numerous inspections by the Air Force and performing to excellent standards each 
time. 

+ Since 2001, the retention rate for the 130th has stayed steady between 96-98% while other 
units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain from BRAC. 

+ The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
+ The 130th Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it does so 

economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for operations and 
maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 1 3oth Airlift Wing. 
I urge you to do everything within your power to Keep'em Flyin.' 

Sincerely, 1 

Raenel R. Hansen 



LAW OFFICES 
- 

CAREY, SCOTT & DOUGLAS, PLLC 
9 0 1  B A N K  O N E  CENTER 

707 V lRQlN lA  STREET, E A S T  

P. 0. BOX 9 1 3  

CHARLESTON. WV 25323 

July 8,2005 

Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Sir: 

Having served as an Air Force officer unrelated to the 130th Airlift Wing in Charleston, West 
Virginia, I have taken great interest in the proposed downsizing or closure of the Air Guard unit at Yeager 
Airport. In this connection I have looked at national security issues as well as those civic and community 
issues within the state of West Virginia. 

The 1 30h Airlift Wing is a very unique unit. That uniqueness is a result of it's geographic 
location in combination with the people that make up the 130h. These people have a rich and loyal 
work ethic, which in combination with their skills, combine to produce the excellence that has 
given this unit a top national rating. 

West Virginia does not have a professional football or basketball team. Neither does it have 
a major league baseball team. This state displays its strength through outlets such as the 1 3 0 ~  Airlift 
Wing and through this means our National Guard has received some of the finest men and women from 
our state. Our country is secure with these dedicated service personnel serving in the Guard. They are 
proud people and you must not take away their base in this fight to retain our freedom. 

I thank you for the consideration that you have given to the 130h. I can assure you that 
you will not find another Air Guard unit that can match their proficiency, loyalty and dedication to duty. 

Robert E. Douglas 

cc: President George W. Bush 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 





1 am writing this letter to strongly oppose the realignment of the 13@ Airlift Wing (AW) 
at Yeager Airpnff in (%mk&m, WV. This realignment wauM rezult in the toss of at1 
eight C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 130 AW bas ken in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to m e  our 
c o w ,  e, al#l c.mzmumQ when died upon. The unit was activated for fhe Korean 
conflict, Desert Shield/Desert Stom, Lraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its m e m b  deployed to 13 diffkrmt countries ta this very day. 

Since 2001, the retention rate for the 130' has stayed steady between %-98% while 
other units have SUE& tosses, some sf them the very units schedded to gain b m  
BRAC. 
The eummt amgth of the d t  is 103.2% 
The 130' has had its men and women serving all over the 4 s k t  the ~ l u b d  wx 
on Termrim began in 2601, during which time the unit has received numerous 
inspe-@tiom by Ihe Air Force and paformed to excelEeart s-bxkrds each time. 
The 130m Airlifi Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 
d m  SO tzmmmicrrlftr. Fimr imtnp&It  units spent an average of $2.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C- 130 aircraft will stay at the 1 3oth 
Airlift Wing. I urge you to do everything within your power to Keep'em Flyin.' 

Sincerely, 

c+- 



June 10,2005 

2005 Defense BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: 130th Airlift Wing 
Yeager Airport 
Charleston, West Virginia 

Dear BRAC Commission: 

I am writing to you today to respectfully request that the United States 
government allows the 130th Airlift Wing of Charleston, West Virginia, to keep their C- 
130 planes. Please remove this airbase off of the BRAC list. Without planes, this base 
will diminish and the effects of this will be very detrimental to the economy of West 
Virginia. 

The impact that the 130th Airlift Wing has made on both foreign and domestic soil 
cannot be summed up in one sim le letter. The countless acts of unselfishness, patriotism P and military pride that the 130 has exemplified is nothing short but honorable and 
respectable. 

Please closely examine what the 130th has done for the United States. This is one 
of America's top Air Guard bases and the consideration of taking away their planes is 
something that needs to be re-examined. 

The 130th has served and protected not only the people of West Virginia but also 
the people of America. It is now our turn to serve and protect them. 

Once again, I respectfully ask that the 130th Airlift Wing of Charleston, West 
Virginia, be taken off of the BRAC list and able to keep their C-130 planes. Thank you. 

Charleston, WV 25306 



@ RECEIVED 
June 10,2005 

2005 Defense BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: 1 3oth Airlift Wing 
Yeager Airport 
Charleston, West Virginia 

Dear BRAC Commission: 

I am writing to you today to respectfully request that the United States 
government allows the 130th Airlift Wing of Charleston, West Virginia, to keep their C- 
130 planes. Please remove this airbase off of the BRAC list. Without planes, this base 
will diminish and the effects of this will be very detrimental to the economy of West 
Virginia. 

The impact that the 130" Airlift Wing has made on both foreign and domestic soil 
cannot be summed up in one sim le letter. The countless acts of unselfishness, patriotism 

t! and military pride that the 130 has exemplified is nothing short but honorable and 
respectable. 

Please closely examine what the 130th has done for the United States. This is one 
of America's top Air Guard bases and the consideration of taking away their planes is 
something that needs to be re-examined. 

The 130th has served and protected not only the people of West Virginia but also 
the people of America. It is now our turn to serve and protect them. 

Once again, I respectfully ask that the 130th Airlift Wing of Charleston, West 
Virginia, be taken off of the BRAC list and able to keep their C-130 planes. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

JOANNA PHILLIPS 
273 Blue Creek Road 
Elkview, WV 2507 1 



RECEIVED 
June 10,2005 

2005 Defense BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: 1 3oth Airlift Wing 
Yeager Airport 
Charleston, West Virginia 

Dear BRAC Commission: 

I am writing to you today to respectfully request that the United States 
government allows the 130th Airlift Wing of Charleston, West Virginia, to keep their C- 
130 planes. Please remove this airbase off of the BRAC list. Without planes, this base 
will diminish and the effects of this will be very detrimental to the economy of West 
Virginia. 

The impact that the 1 3oth Airlift Wing has made on both foreign and domestic soil 
cannot be summed up in one sim le letter. The countless acts of unselfishness, patriotism R and military pride that the 130' has exemplified is nothing short but honorable and 
respectable. 

Please closely examine what the 130th has done for the United States. This is one 
of America's top Air Guard bases and the consideration of taking away their planes is 
something that needs to be re-examined. 

The 130th has served and protected not only the people of West Virginia but also 
the people of America. It is now our turn to serve and protect them. 

Once again, I respectfully ask that the 130th Airlift Wing of Charleston, West 
Virginia, be taken off of the BRAC list and able to keep their C-130 planes. Thank you. 

HC 36, Box 374 
Charleston, WV 25306 



June 1 1, 2005 6/17/2005 
916 Echo Road 
South Charleston, W V 25303 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir: 

We are writing to express our concerns over the possible closing of our 130 Airlift Wing in 
Charleston, West Virginia. We would ask you to reconsider the decision to move the Wing and 
not to come to inspect. We are not at all sure, fiom what we have read and heard, that a good 
analysis has been made. 

The 130" Airlift Wing has flown combat and combat support overseas, as well as conducting 
State and community missions. It is also the only military support facility of its kind for 
dependents and retirees within 200 miles of Charleston. 

Millions of dollars have been contributed to the regional economy annually and, if realigned, 
many full time and part time jobs would be lost. The Airlift Wing fire department saves Yeager 
Airport $1,700,000 annually. The fire department replacement cost will be greater, and will need 
to be funded with federal dollars!. 

We support the economic and strategic effort underway, and know you will give the 130 
Airlift Wing a fair review. 

Sincerely, 



201 Township Road 365 
South Point, Ohio 45680 

June 7,2005 

BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE: 1 3oth Airlift Wing, Charleston, West Virginia 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am writing urging you to keep the C- 130s at Yeager Airport in Charleston, West 
Virginia. The West Virginia Air National Guard personnel are highly trained, there is 
currently a very high retention rate among the Guard in West Virginia, and the airport has 
the necessary space for the number of planes required. The Guard provides a vital 
service to the state of West Virginia and to our country. 

As a native-born West Virginian, I am proud of the commitment citizens of West 
Virginia have made to all branches of the military throughout the history of our country. 
West Virginia NEEDS to keep the C-130s and the United States military needs WEST 
VIRGINIA MEN AND WOMEN in all branches of our military. 

Sincerely, 

udith E. Hayes ew7 



2602 Charmwood Dr. 
Charleston, W. V. 25302 
June 7,2005 

BRAC 
2005 Defence BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Sirs: 
I am writing this letter to protest the proposed realignment of the 130th Airlift Wing at 

Yeager Airport in Charleston, West Viginia. This realignment would result in the loss of eight 
C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
country, state and community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert ShieldLDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 different countries to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 130th Airlift Wing would be in this 
position. 

* Since 2001, the 130th has had it men and women serving all over the world, 
meanwhile receiving numerous inspections by the Air Force and preforming to 
excellent standards each time. 

* since 2001, the retention rate for the 130th has stayed steady between 96-98% 
while other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to 
gain fiom BRAC. 

* The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
* The 130th AirliR Wing not only performs its duties effciently and with excellence, 

it does so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent $1.78M while performing the 
same mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstending performance, 
and commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 
130th Airlift Wing. I urge you to do everything within your power to Keep'ern Flyin. 

Yours Truly, 15' - 
Mrs. George Belling 



CHARLESTON 

400 Second Avenue 
PO Box 8615 

South Charleston. UV 25303 
(304) 744-4641 

Fax (304) 74+4525 
www.rarnadacharleston.com 

We here at the Ramada Plaza Hotel are writing this letter to strongly oppose the 
realignment of the 1 3oth Airlifi Wing at Yeager Airport in Charleston, WV. This 
realignment would result in the loss of all eight C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB, and will 
have a devastating impact on the local economy. 

The 130 AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
country, state, and community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert ShieldDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 different countries to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 1 3oth Airlift Wing would be in this 
position. 

Since 2001, the 1 3oth has had its men and women serving all over the world, 
meanwhile receiving numerous inspections by the Air Force and performing to 
excellent standards each time. 
Since 200 1, the retention rate for the 1 3oth has stayed steady between 96-98% while 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. 
The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
The 1 3oth Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 
does so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent I .78M while performing the same 
mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 130th 
Airlift Wing. For the sake of the local economy, we urge you to do everything within 
your power to Keep'em Flyin.' 

Sincerely, 

Staff, Ramada Plaza Hotel 
South Charleston, WV 

Operated under a license agreement with Ramada Franchise Systems, Inc. 



Petition to Keep the 130th ~ i r l i f t  Wing r i>ing 
We, the undersigned. strongly oppose the realignment ol the 130 AW. 

Address 

Ukao LM k c ,  S. ~~?a&iqfbn 
Y '-C 



Petition to Keep the 130th Airlift Wing Flying 
We, the undersigned. strongly oppose the realignment of the 130 AW. 



9 Kanawha Avenue 
Nitro WV 25 143 
May 19,2005 

BRAC 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington VA 22202 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is voice my concern regarding the 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing located in Charleston, West 
Virginia. I enclose facts regarding the Unit and express to you my support of them - and my total 
non-support of the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission. The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing has 
been a valuable asset to the State of West Virginia and the United States of America for more 
than 47 years. The Unit has historically gone above and beyond the call of duty. 

As a citizen of this state, and a recipient of many of their services and contributions, I petition 
your reconsideration of your decision. There are approximately 1000 Full and Part time jobs 
affected which would result in approximately 170 Full time jobs being lost and 800 total jobs 
being lost. These jobs are moving out of state and, affecting many families - both directly and 
indirectly. 

This unit does more than fight in wars; it contributes to the safety and well being of West 
Virginians. Even while the majority was deployed since 2001, they still managed to help with all 
of the flooding in the state. 

Please refer to the enclosed facts and allow them to speak for the Unit and its many members. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

4. 

Greta S. Hicks 

Enclosure 

Cc: Senator Robert C. Byrd 
Senator John D. Rockefeller N 
Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito 



130th AIRLIFT WING FACTS 
12 May 2005 

Historv 

Formed in 1947 - almost 60 years of tradition and heritage 

Flown 14 different types of aircraft: 
T-6 Mar 1947-0ct 1955 
P-47 Jun 1947-Jun 1948 
B-26 Sep 1947-013 1950 
P/F-5 1 Apr 1948-0ct 195 5 
C-46 Oct 1955-Ju~ 1958 
C-45 May 1955-Aug 1960 
SA-16/HU-16 May 1956-Jun 1963 
C-47 Aug 1963-NOV 1967 
C-119 Jun 1963-Sep 1975 
U-10 Jun 1963-Nov 1974 
U-6 Aug 1965-Aug 1967 
C-54 May 1967-Sep 1971 
C-l3OE/H Oct 1975 - Present 
C-26 (GSU) Jan 2002 - Present 

Trainer 
Pursuer 
Bomber 
PursuerEighter 
Cargo Transport 
Cargo Transport 
Transport 
Cargo Transport 
Airlift 
Special Operations 
Special Operations 
Personnel Transport 
Airlift 
Counterdrug 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing is one of your Air National Guard units, and has a long and distinguished 
history of exceptional service to the State and Nation. The unit was formed in 1947, and has 
flown 14 different aircraft in support of local, State, and National missions, fiom Trainers to 
Special Operations, to Airlift with the C-130. 

The variety of aircraft and missions this unit has flown and performed throughout the years is a 
testament to the versatility, professionalism, and dedication of the men and women of the 1 3 0 ~  
Airlift Wing. 

FEDERAL MISSION 

In addition to normal operations, and volunteerism for various contingencies and conflicts, the 
130fiAirlift Wing was activated for the Korean War in 1950, Desert ShieldStorm in 1990, 
Noble Eagle in 2001, and Enduring Freedomkaqi Freedom in 2003. 

Activated 
KoreanWar - Oct 1950 - Jul 1952, 

Over 1000 combat missions flown 
Presidential Unit Citation 
2 Silver Stars, 55 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 42 Bronze Stars, and 326 Air 
Medals 

Desert ShieldStorm - Aug 1990 - Jun 1991 (353 members deployed with 8 acft) 
Designated as lS' DAWG @esert Airlift Wing) 
Largest C-130 base in theater with 16 AD acft, 24 Guard, and 6 Korean 
Worked daily in 115 degree heat in sandstorms, 
Did Rahfa shuttle, moving army forces in place for western flank move, launching 
& recovering acft every Ib minutes, 24 h&s per day for 2 weeks 



The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing was the first Guard unit to deploy outside of the United States for Annual 
Training in Feb 1965, and deployed to the Panama Canal Zone for airdrops in Central and South 
America with the C- 1 19. 

The 130& Airlift Wing was the first Guard unit to participate in Red Flag exercises in 1981 for 
flying war fighting training, integrating the Active Duty and Guard in a training exercise with 
various types of aircraft to include fighters, airlift, and helicopters. 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing enjoyed the honor of being the ONLY Air Guard unit to participate in the 
4 0 ~  anniversary of D-Day celebrations in France in 1984. 

The members of the 130th Airlift Wing continued the proud tradition of volunteerism as they 
were among the first in the Air National Guard to volunteer for Desert ShieldIStorm in 1990. 
The base they helped form in support of that war was the largest C-130 base in the theater; and 
was the epitome of Total force in that it was comprised of Active Duty, Guard and South Korean 
aircraft and personnel, all coming together for a common cause. 

The 130& Airlift Wing landed the first aircraft at Homestead AFB, FL immediately after 
Hurricane Andrew devastated that area to provide security and relief equipment and supplies for 
the overwhelmed citizens. 

The 130& Airlift Wing personnel were the first Air Guard unit to receive the Chief of StaETeam 
Excellence Award for their development of a new deicing boot for C-130 aircraft, saving the 
Government $25 million. 

Members of the SFS administer and instruct the Air Force Close Precision Engagement Course 
for counter snipers. 

1969 - Entire MXGIOPS deployed to Panama for AT on C-119s for airdrops in Central & South 
America 

1977 -Dropped hay to cattle in Montana during severe snow storms 

1978 - Joint exercise with Army from Madrid, Spain to Italy, dropping 105 mrn howitzers near 
Rome 

1983 Only airlift support 24hours per day for 1 week for 82nd ABN for their Operational 
Readiness Inspection 

Lee Greenwood US0 Tour - 1986 in Japan and Korea for deployed troop morale 

Mid 1980's - Mid 1990's - flew missions in support of the National Oceanic Atmospheric 
Administration 

Oct 1988 - Operation Joint Scorpion at RAF Benson for NATO war readiness exercise with 
British 

Jan 1990 - Redeployed equipment and personnel from Panama after completion of Operation 
Just Cause 



Participates in the Partnership for Peace program with partner nation Peru by hosting visits from 
Peruvian delegations, and deploying Medical Group members for humanitarian medical 
assistance to remote villages in Peru 

Operation Deep Freeze MXG support to the National Science Foundation operations in 
Antarctica 

Deployment statistics for the 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing from 1999-2005 are: 
1999 - 779 personnel, 40 deployments 
2000 - 963 personnel, 16 aircraft, 1 10 deployments 
2001 - 532 personnel, 11 aircraft, 50 deployments 
2002 - 1068 personnel, 12 aircraft, 45 deployments 
2003 - 569 personnel, 9 aircraft, 39 deployments 
2004 - 580 personnel, 18 aircraft, 58 deployments 
2005 - present - 384 personnel, 6 aircraft, 22 deployments 

Mission Capability Rate for the aircraft assigned to the 130" Airlift has continually exceeded the 
standard of 72% set by the National Guard Bureau: 

FY2005 77.3% 
FY2004 74.2% 
FY2003 76.1% 
FY2002 75.8% 
FY200 1 70.8% 
FY2000 70.6% 
FY 1999 75.4% 
FY 1998 79.4% 
FY 1997 78.1% 
FY 1996 72.3% 
FY 1995 78.5% 
FY 1994 85.7% 
Average 1994-2005 76.2% 

The 130m Airlift Wing supported Operation Provide Promise and the Bosnian airlift in 1993, 
providing life sustaining supply missions to the people in the besieged city of Sarajevo. 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing deployed to Rwanda in support of Operation Restore Hope, providing 
humanitarian airlift to the ravaged areas of Rwanda from Entebbe, Uganda and Goma, Zaire. 

The 1 3 0 ~  has conducted numerous deployments to Germany in support of Operation Joint Forge, 
integrating with the Active Duty Air force and foreign air forces, flying supplies and personnel 
throughout the European Theater. 

The 1 3 0 ~  has conducted numerous deployments to Panama and Puerto Rico in support of 
Operation Coronet Oak, flying supplies and personnel throughout the Central and South 
American Theater. 

The C-26 GSU (Geographically Separated Unit) of the 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing supports the US 
counterdrug missions in the US and CentraVSouth America, supporting the Nation's battle 
against illegal drug trafficking and usage. This unit has directly contributed to the seizure of 
thousands of pounds of illegal drugs, thus prohibiting our youth from lethal exposure to the 
deadly drug trade. 



Supports deployments and redeployments of Army National Guardsmen and women for 
numerous exercises and the War on Terrorism 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing has come to the aid of desperate WV citizens during flooding, forest fires, 
and snow removal in the last few years, providing not only comfort to our neighbors, but much 
needed supplies and equipment to mitigate suffering and begin the healing and recovery process. 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing supports the CST (Civil Support Team) and the CERFP (Combined 
Enhanced Response Force Package) with over 20 personnel to provide assistance to civil and 
military agencies in the event of a mass casualty event or Weapons of Mass Destruction incident. 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing Fire Department provides total fire suppression support to Yeager Airport 
with personnel trained to the level of major airports such as DallasFort Worth, and certified 
EMT and paramedics. The Fire Department personnel are highly versatile in their support of the 
community, in that many of them have trained to the EMT and Paramedic levels, to better serve 
the citizens of WV. They respond not only to the airport emergencies, but to the surrounding 
areas for structural fires, medical emergencies, and automobile accidents. 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing Fire Department supports the local chemical plants with response 
personnel trained to the HAZMAT Technician level, a level not attained by other local fire 
departments. 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing Security Forces Squadron provides security response to Coonskin Park 
and Coonskin Drive, as well as assisting the Yeager Airport personnel in emergencies. 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing Security Forces Squadron supports local law enforcement agencies with 
training in Domestic and International Terrorism practices, Terrorist use of WMD, Satanic Cults 
and Occult Crimes, and Law Enforcement Response to Terrorism. 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing Operations Group supports deployments and redeployments of Army 
National Guardsmen and women for numerous exercises and the War on Terrorism, saving the 
Army several thousand dollars per soldier as well as training time. 

The 130h Airlift Wing Fire Department and Security Forces personnel serve as members of the 
Kanawha County Emergency Planning Committee, integrating with the local communities to 
ensure the safety and security of the citizens of WV. 

The 130h Airlift Wing Security Forces and Intelligence personnel serve as members of the local 
FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force, integrating with numerous State and National agencies to 
mitigate terrorism and ensure the safety and security of the citizens of WV. 

ECONOMIC lMPACT 

Prior Fiscal year economic impact data is: 
FYI 999 

Military Pay & allowances: $ 9.8 million 
Civilian Payroll: $9.2 million 
Goods & Services: $ 8.8 million 
Total: $27.9 million 

FY 2000 



Over 90% of the 130& Airlift Wing unit members are your neighbors in the State of WV, directly 
contributing to the tax base and the local economy, totaling $83million in FY 2004 alone. 

The 130" Airlift Wing routinely conducts business with local vendors, bringing an excess of 
$18.3 million in goods and services last year alone, including our National contracts that hnnel 
dollars down to our local vendors. 

The educational benefits the 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing brings to the youth of WV are unparalleled, in 
that unit members are eligible for 100% tuition assistance to in-State colleges and universities. 
The unit has paid tuition for unit members to State colleges and universities in excess of 
$490,000 in the last year alone, a significant source of income for these agencies of higher 
learning. 

UNIT COMPOSITION 

Current Strength in excess of 103.7% (8" in the Nation) 
Current Retention rate 96.9% (? in the Nation) 

Comprised of 670 Traditional Guardsmen and women 
340 Fulltime employees 

20 1 Federal Technicians 
86 AGR (Active Guard & Reserve) 
53 State 

Highly educated work force: 
Officers - minimum Bachelors' degree 

21% Masters degree or higher 
Enlisted - 77% minimum 1 year of college level education or higher 

All members eligible for 100% tuition assistance to in-state colleges, in addition 
to Montgomery GI Bill and Community College of the Air Force. 

Top Schools attended by members: 
Marshall University 
Mountain State University 
West Virginia State University 
West Virginia University 
Bluefield State College 

Age ranges of members: 
17-25: 286 personnel (28.4%) 
26-35: 294 personnel (29.2%) 
36-45: 257 personnel (25.5%) 
46+ : 170 personnel (16.9%) 

FemaleMnority Members 20 1 (20%) 

In the process of converting fiom 8 C-130 H2 aircraft (1 998 year Series) to 9 C-130 H3 
aircraft (1 994-1 995 year Series), to be complete NLT March 2006 



assisting the Army National Guard members in their training to ensure a viable, ready defense 
for the State and Nation. 

The 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing Operations Group will support the Aeromedical mission of the 1 6 7 ~  
Airlift Wing on a weekly basis, providing training for medical relief missions for wounded 
soldiers or humanitarian relief efforts. 

Awards 

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award 
Jul73 - Dec 74 
Jan 84 - Dec 8 5 
Jan 88 - Dec 88 
Jan 90 - Dec 9 1 

Spaatz Trophy (awarded to the most outstanding Air Guard flying unit) 
1969 
1970 
1972 
1974 

John J. Plesch Flight Safety Award 
1997 
1999 
*** Currently stands at over 16 1,000 hours and 3 5 years of accident free flying, 

one of best safety records in the nation 

Curtis N. "Rusty" Metcalf Trophy (awarded for highest standards of mission 
accomplishment) 

1998 
1999 

Deployed Desert ShieldIStonn personnel received the AF Outstanding Unit Award with 
Valor 

1' ANG 130th Aerial Port Squadron to win the Engine Running OnlOff Load competition 
at the AF Rodeo competition 1990, and again in 2000 

1 3 0 ~  APS won Outstanding TJnit in 22 AF for 3 consecutive years - 1985-1 987. This 
was never done before, and has not been done since by ANY APS unit. 

The 130& Airlift Wing has received numerous unit awards through the years to include: The AF 
Outstanding Unit Award 4 times, the much coveted Spaatz Trophy for outstanding flying unit 5 
times, the Rusty Metcalf Trophy for highest mission accomplishment standards twice, and the 
John J. Plesch Flight Safety Award twice, with the unit currently standing at 161,000 accident 
free flying hours, one of the best safety records in the Nation. 

Members of the 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing who deployed in support of Operations Desert Shield and 
Storm were awarded the AF Outstanding Unit Award with Valor. 

The SFS was named the Outstanding SFS Unit of the Year for the ANG in 1999. 



State Drug Eradication 
Shop With a Cop 
Forest Fire Fighting 
Snow Relief 
Salvation Army Toy Drive 
Numerous Parades, Veteran Funeral details, Flag Folding Ceremonies, mini C- 130 tours, 
and Color Guards for State and Civic knctions 

The 1 30' Airlift Wing hosts the STARBASE education program for local elementary students, 
providing motivational hands-on activities, tours, and experiments focusing on important issues 
facing WV's youth today: inadequate preparation in science, math, and technology, lack of 
personal direction, and substance abuse. STARBASE accomplishes this by combining its 
educational goals with an aerospace theme, making those difficult courses more interesting to 
students. Approximately 50-60% of Kanawha County students participate in STARBASE each 
year. 

The 130' Airlift Wing hosts at least 2 Center of Influence programs per year, providing unit 
information and an orientation flight to area employers of National Guard members. 

The 130& Airlift Wing is instrumental in the high school and college JROTC and ROTC 
programs by providing information and orientation flights to over 600 cadets per year, not only 
for WV, but also for the surrounding states of VA, OH, and KY. 

The 130' Airlift Wing is heavily involved in the DARE program and State Drug Eradication 
programs, determined to battle the illegal drug trafficking epidemic, and protect WV's youth 
£Corn exposure to this lethal temptation. 

The 1 3 0 ~  AirliR Wing supports the Special Olympics, Youth Leadership, Kids Camp, and the 
Mountaineer Challenge Academy programs for the betterment of the State's youth. 



To: BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark street 
Suite 600 
Alexandria, VA 22202 

From: Brett W. Long 
444 Rockaway Rd. 
Charleston, WV 25302 

Dear Commission members, 
I am writing this letter in reference to the 130" airlift wing of the Air National 

Guard, based in Charleston, West Virginia. 
The men and women of the 1 3oth have proven their worthiness to our local 

economy, the safety and security of Yeager Airport, and most importantly the strength 
and security of our great country. Their part in homeland security is vital to America. 

Please take a good, hard look at the nation's defense and security situation, prior 
to following through with any hture plans to close this air base. 

The West Virginia Air national Guard has been and will continue to be award 
winners in respect to our nation's security. 

Thanks for your careful consideration, 

Brett W. Long / 





SHERRY L. SMITH 
3012 DORSEY DRIVE 

BELLE WV 25015-1806 
May 16,2005 

BRAC 
2521 S Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington VA 22202 

Re: 130" Air Lift Wing 
Air National Guard 
Charleston WV 

Dear Sirs: 

I wish to express my opinion of your realignment on (8) C- 130 airplanes that 
are stationed at Yeager Airport, Charleston, West Virginia. First off, I do 
not know anyone who is either employed by the ANG or Yeager Airport, but 
I feel I need to do this for my state. 

Please reconsider your proposal to send these airplanes to an active Air 
Force group in North Carolina. If you would send the (8) airplanes to NC, it 
would cost Yeager Airport a ton of money, as they would lose the money the 
ANG pays for the lease plus Yeager would have to make other arrangement 
for a fire department at airport. Not counting the people who would lose 
their jobs. I h o w  you need to save money but after all; this particular g r ~ u p  
is outstanding in their jobs. They are also a big help when our state suffers 
from floods, etc. As you know, there is a war going on too. The 130' has 
been there too. 

I recently lost my father, who was a WWII Army Air Force Veteran; he 
loved seeing these planes in the sky. So do I. I just can't imagine how some 
of the others states are going to make it. We need to get more jobs in the 
USA and not take them away. 



I don't know whose ideal all of the realignment and closures was, but I hope 
that you will reconsider the 130th. If you need them, they would come. I'm 
very proud of them. Please don't take them away! ! ! 

If you really want to save money, bring our boys home from Iraq! 

Thank you, 
Very truly yours, 

Sherry L. Smith 



May 18,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commission Members, 

I am writing this letter to ask you to reconsider removing the C-130 aircraft from the 
1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing at Yeager Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. I believe this unit 
brings great value to the United States Military and to the State of West Virginia. Please 
consider the following items as you evaluate this base. 

Current manning is at 103%+. 
Retention rate is 96%+. 
Average flight crew member has 3000+ hours of flying time. 
This unit has consistently been ranked as one of the top ANG units in the 
country. 
The 1 3 0 ~  AW has received Excellent or better ratings on all of their 
Operation Readiness Inspections. 
There is ample facilities and property at the base site for several more 
aircraft than they currently have. 
These C-130 aircraft also have a critical role in emergencies in the State 
of West Virginia. (Since the other ANG unit (1 67th AW) in West Virginia 
is converting to C-5 aircraft, it is critical for our state that the C-130's 
remain in Charleston. You cannot land C-5 aircraft at most of the airports 
in West Virginia.) 
Removal of these planes will have a dramatic affect on this community 
and the State of West Virginia. 

Thank You, 

Robert A. Miller 
704 Clark Drive 
St. Albans, WV 25 177 
Phone: 304-727-5 130 



May 18,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commission Members, 

I am writing this letter to ask you to reconsider removing the C-130 aircraft from the 
1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing at Yeager Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. I believe this unit 
brings great value to the United States Military and to the State of West Virginia. Please 
consider the following items as you evaluate this base. 

Current manning is at 1 O3%+. 
Retention rate is 96%+. 
Average flight crew member has 3000+ hours of flying time. 
This unit has consistently been ranked as one of the top ANG units in the 
country. 
The 130a AW has received Excellent or better ratings on all of their 
Operation Readiness Inspections. 
There is ample facilities and property at the base site for several more 
aircraft than they currently have. 
These C-130 aircraft also have a critical role in emergencies in the State 
of West Virginia. (Since the other ANG unit (167" AW) in West Virginia 
is converting to C-5 aircraft, it is critical for our state that the C-130's 
remain in Charleston. You cannot land C-5 aircraft at most of the airports 
in West Virginia.) 
Removal of these planes will have a dramatic affect on this community 
and the State of West Virginia. 

Th* You, 

Deborah J. ~ i l l e r C / '  
. 

704 Clark Drive 
St. Albans, WV 25 177 
Phone: 304-727-51 30 



B r a c  Commiss ion:  

I am a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  V e s t  V i r ~ i n i a ,  and I l i v e  i n  

N i t r o ,  West V i r g i n i a .  I am v e r y  c o n c e r n e ?  a b o u t  t h e  e v e n t s  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  West V i r r z i n i a N a t i o n a l  Guard ITnit 

1 3 0 t h  A i r l i f t  Wing i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  West V i r g i n i a .  

I h a v e  w a t c h e d  t e l e v i s i o n ,  r e a d  news a r t i c l e s ,  w a t c h e d  a  r a l l y  

t h e  o t h e r  d a y  where  we were  a s k e d  w r i t e  t o  you  and e x p r e s s  o u r  

f e e l i n g s  t o w a r d s  t h i s  r e m o v a l .  

I am g l a d  t o  do  t h i s ,  a s  i f e e l  we s h o u l d  b e  s u n ~ o r t i n g  o u r  men 

a n d  women h e r e  a s  w e l l  a s  o v e r s e a s .  P l e a s e  l o o k  c l o s e l y  a t  

y o u r  d e c i s i o n  a n d  you w i l l  s e e  y o u r  e r r o r .  

I hope  t o  r e a d  o r  h e a r  t h a t  t h i s  1 3 0 t h  A i r l i f t  V i n ~  w i l l  s t a v  h e r e  

i n  West V i r g i n i a  where  i t  h e l o n q s .  

God b l e s s  4 m e r i c a ,  



423 Allen Drive 
Charleston, WV 25302 
May 20,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission 

2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

fir- 
/- 

Dear Sirs: 

I am writing in support of the Charleston, WV 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing and requesting identified 
changes are reconsidered and abolished. The Guard's personnel and equipment have been 
monumental in our State's recovery of various disasters, and I am personally familiar with 
their contributions during flooding in Southern West Virginia approximately three years 
ago. Additionally the 130" has contributed to every war since Korea and several hostile 
actions. 

Your consideration of this request is much appreciated. 

Most sincerely, 

Carla Basham Cleek 



May 23 200.5 

B . R . A . C .  

COMMISSION 
2$el %<?! So. C l a r k  S t ,  S u i t e  800 

Arl i n q t o n ,  V A .  22202 
S 

I know you a r e  v e r y  busy  b u t  I am v e r y  conce rned  t h a t  you h a v e  inclmded 
t h e  p o s s i S l e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f -  a s  I r e a d  i t ,  8 C-130 t u r b o p r o p  Caryo P l a n e s  
t o  Pope A i r  F o r c e  Rase  i n  N C .  

rn 
I am 8 6 ,  handicapped  and a  c h a i r  p o t a t o .  With my h a n d i c a p  I do male  m i s -  
t a k e s  wi th  my 1  f i n g e r  t y p i n g .  
I am a lways  impressed  w i t h  t h e  s m o o t l ~ f l y i n q ,  i n  o u r  mounta inous  a r e a ,  
o f  t h e  a i r  Crews, a s  t h e y  pe r fo rm t h q e i r  d u t i 2 e s .  I be1 i e v e  t h i s  a  
c r e d i L  t o  t h e  training/practice/leadership o f  t h e  Command a t  C-  130t11 A S  a t  
tlIeiP H q .  WVANG, 1679 Coonskin D r i v e ,  C l i a r l s t o n ,  WVA.  25311. 

I am n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  any  way w i t h  t h e  b a s e  I r e a l l y  do n o t  know anyone 'a t h e r e ,  I s p e n t  * 4 y e a r s  i n  The Army A i r  Cwrps i n  1942-1946. 
Every  t i m e  I g e t  a  c h a n c e  t o  s e e  t h o s e  wonder fu l l  p l a n e s  f l y i n g  i n  t l j e  
a r e a  a  f e e l i n q  of  s e c u r i t y  r ises i n  m e .  T h e r e  may be  a  l o t  of  c u r r e n t  
p roh l  ems i n  Americar b u t  I do n o t  be1 i e v e  t h e  Win i n  Char1 e s t o n  a r e  p a n y  
t h i n q  o t h e r  t h a n  an  unbel  i e e b l  e a s s e t  t o  o u r  whb e T r i - S t a t e  a r e a .  

v'a 
? 

I do hope you a r e  n o t  ma'cinq a  m i s t a k e  w i t h  t h i s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  move. I do 
m e a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  b a s e s  i n  o t @ &  t h a n  mounta in  a r e a s  s h o u l d  h e  s e n t  t o  

t h e  1 3 0 t h  f o r  t r a i n i n q  p e r i o d s .  I b e l i e v e  i t  t a k e s  a  cool  moxie t o  a lways  
f l y  i n  t o  B ~ # ? l a n d i n g  s i t e s  i n  Mountaim a r e a s .  I i e v e  i t  i s  a  s e n s e  
t h a t  o t ? l e r  u n i t s  c o u l d  a q u i r e  by f l y i n g  i n  t h e  e s t o n ,  PJVA a r e a  

I wou1.d I i k e  t o  send  a  copy of my l e t t e r  t o  t h e  I3Otll b u t  r e s p e c t i n g  
p r i v a c y ,  I would hope f o r  your  a p p r o v a l .  - yn; 
You f o l k s  ?lave a  b u t  n e c a s s e r y  j o b  t o  do .  I , d o  n o t  envy you.  

UG-1% 

R e s p e c t f  u1.l.y 

John  W Beebe 
740 154 9594 

Mr. John Beebe 
1 90 Carver Rd. 
Frankln Frnce, OH 45629 



Ricky L. Hodges 
P.O. Box 5655 
Charleston, WV 2536 1 

May 28,2005 

2005 Defense BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commission: 

I am writing this letter to protest the proposed realignment of the 130th Airlift Wing at Yeager Airport in 
Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all eight C- 130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 1 3 0 ~  AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our country, state, and 
community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean conflict, Desert ShieldIDesert Storm, 
Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have its members deployed to 13 different countries to this 
very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 130th Airlift Wing would be in this position. 

. Since 2001, the 130th has had its men and women serving all over the world, 
mean while receiving numerous inspections by the Air Force and performing to 
excellent standards each time. 

. Since 200 1, the retention rate for the 130th has stayed steady between 96-98%, while, 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain fiom 
BRAC. 
The current strength of the 1 3 0 ~  is 103.2% 
The 130th Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 

does so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for operations and 
maintenance; the 1 3 0 ~  AW spent 1.78M while performing the same mission. 

. The base can currently support 14 C130 Aircraft at this time and the county has committed additional 

ramp-space, enough to park a total of 20 C 130s 



May 28,2005 
Page 2 

If  indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and commitment to 
service, there can be no doubt that (2-130 aircraft will stay at the 130m Airlift Wing. 

Sincerely, 

Ricky L. Hodges 



Mrs. Charles Gardner Jr 
179 W DuPont Ave 
Belle, WV 250 15 

May 27,2005 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sirs: 

1 am writing to show my support for the 130'" Airlift Wing- Air National 
Guard in Charleston West Virginia. 

This unit has always been ready when the President and you need them. 
This unit answer to many disaster calls here in the state and all over the country- 
storms, flooding. This unit is indispensable. Our planes and personnel were sitting 
in the Mid East before the Irac war started- ready to do their job of support to the 
Ground troops and flew many dangerous missions. Their lives on the line for their 
Country and willing to do so. 

These men and women deserve better consideration. They have given up their 
civilian jobs to answer the call. Now you want to send their planes to what many in the 
Military call "NO HOPE POPE" with old buildings and run down base. 

1 am a US AIR FORCE WIFE, Mother and Sister since the beginning of WWII. 
My Husband Charles W. Gardner Jr. spent four years in the South Pacific, was in the 
reserves and was called back in the Korean War. He was in communications as well as 
My son, Charles W. Gardner 111, who served in Vietnam. He is now retired from the 
West Virginia Air National Guard. My youngest son, Paul E. Gardner, a pilot of the C 
130 planes. He has spent time flying to many countries. The latest the Irac War. Where 
he and his crews have spent many months on dangerous missions. Flying into to help 
and drop aid and food to the ground troops. The maintenance crews are exceptional 
they keep these planes in tip top shape. 

In my estimation the 1 30th Air Lift Wing Air National Guard deserve to keep 
their planes and base so they will continue answering the call where and when they are 
needed. We still have planes, men and women in Irac fighting zones plus 12 other 
Countries. 



Please show us West Virginians that you appreciate what they have done in 
the past. Give our men and women the support they have given you by keeping the c- 
130's and the base intact so they can continue in the first class support of our country. 
Our country and state need them. 

The 1 3oth Air Lift Wing was here for our Country when you needed them in the 
past. Let us count on you to support them as they have supported you. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Charles W Gardner Jr 



May 28,2005 

2005 Defense BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commission: 

I am writing this letter to protest th le propos 

Mary D. Hodges 
P.O. Box 5655 
Charleston, WV 25361 

,ed realignment of the 130th Airlift Wing at Yeager Airp 
Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of all eight C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 130" AW has been in existence since 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our country, state, and 
community when called upon. The unit was activated for the Korean conflict, Desert Shieldmesert Storm, 
Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have its members deployed to 13 different countries to this 
very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 130th Airlift Wing would be in this position. 

. Since 2001, the 130th has had its men and women serving all over the world, 
mean while receiving numerous h~spections by the Air Force and performing to 
excellent standards each time. 

. Since 2001, the retention rate for the 130th has stayed steady between 96-98%, while, 
other units have suffered losses, some of them the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. . The current strength of the 1 3 0 ~  is 103.2% 

. The 130th Airlift Wing not only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 

does so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for operations and 

maintenance; the 130" AW spent 1.78M while performing the same mission. 

. The base can currently support 14 C 130 Aircraft at this time and the county has committed additional 

ramp-space, enough to park a total of 20 C 130s 



May 28,2005 
Page 2 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and commitment to 
service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 130m Airlift Wing. 

Sincerely, 

Mary D. ~ & e s  



Box 402 
Pineville, WV 24874 
May 23, 2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sirs: 

I am writing to support the Charleston, WV 130th Airlift Wing. Please work diligently 
to keep this facility and all its operations open. I n  addition to a long, exemplary 
history of protecting our nation and state's freedom, these people served Southern 
West Virginia in dire times of flooding. Without the personnel, their jobs, and 
equipment my home area of Wyoming County would have never succeeded in 
overcoming the devastation. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Vera Basham 





Jodi Hash 
16 Youngs Court 
Clendenin, WV 25045 

BRAC 
2521 S. Clark St. 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

May 3 1,2005 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen, wife, and mother. My husband works for the 
130th Airlift Wing at the West Virginia Air National Guard Base at Yeager Airport in Charleston, 
WV. This base is on the list for realignment. Everyone in the community was shocked and 
outraged that our base would even be considered to be on this list. Now we are hearing that you 
are not even coming to look at our base because we are "only" losing 150 jobs. 

First of all, if you would look at WV you would see how much those 150 jobs mean to 
our community. There is nothing else here for these people. If this goes through, these people 
will most likely have to uproot their family and move somewhere they don't want to go, 
including me and my family. This means leaving behind other family, finding new jobs, selling 
and buying homes, etc. Two of the men my husband works closely with have pregnant wives 
and some, including us, have small children. This is not something that our guard members 
should have to do after the service they have given to their unit and their country. These are 
American Veterans of War! 

Secondly, our guard unit is highly decorated and extremely efficient. They have 
completed many missions in this war and previous. My husband has been in this unit for 14 
years, 9 of which he has worked full time. He is currently serving in Uzbekistan with the unit 
doing 60 day rotations. He was there with the unit in Washington when they were the first guard 
unit to be awarded the Chief of Staff Team Excellence Award. While I do not know all of the 
awards they have won and all the facts on the 130th; they do. I'm sure if you will come here and 
give them a chance to show you, you will see how much this base is needed, and how our state 
and the military will suffer without it. Maybe our guys can show the Air Force how to take care 
of their C-130's so they won't have to take ours!! How can you reward the honest, hard work 
these guys put into their planes by taking them away from them? It's like a slap in the face, and 
it will diminish the pride and morale these guys and girls have. For most, this is all they know. 
They, along with my husband, have dedicated their lives to this unit. Please don't take it fiom 
them. 

While I'm sure there are bases on the list not being used or not efficient enough to keep 
open, there is no way you should punish those doing excellent work just because they fit some 
type of guideline. This process needs to be rethought. It's just not fair. 

Please reconsider coming to Charleston, WV and hearing their case out. I promise you 
will not be sorry you did. Thank you in advance for the time you have given to hear me out, and 
I hope you will change your minds. 





I am writing this letter to protest the proposed realignment of the 130th Airlift Wing at 
Yeager Airport in Charleston, WV. This realignment would result in the loss of d l  eight 
C-130 aircraft to Pope AFB. 

The 130 AW has been in existence sinqe 1947 and has always stepped up to serve our 
country, state, and community when cdkil upon. The unit was activated for the Korean 
conflict, Desert ShieldDesert Storm, Iraqi Freedom, Noble Eagle, and continues to have 
its members deployed to 13 different countries to this very day. 

It is incomprehensible that a unit of the caliber of the 1 3oth Airlift Wing would be in this 
position. 

+ Since 2001, the 1 3 0 ~  has had its men and women serving all over the world, 
peagvhile receiving iumerous inspections by the Air Force and performing to 
excellent standards eaph time. 

+ Since 2001, the retention rate for the 1 3 ~ ~  has stayed steady between 96-98% while 
other units have s u f f e  losses, some afthem the very units scheduled to gain from 
BRAC. 

+ The current strength of the unit is 103.2% 
+ The 130" Airlift Wing hot only performs its duties efficiently and with excellence, it 

does so economically. Four comparable units spent an average of $2.2M for 
operations and maintenance; the 130 AW spent 1.78M while performing the same 
mission. 

If indeed our military is seeking efficient use of resources, outstanding performance, and 
commitment to service, there can be no doubt that C-130 aircraft will stay at the 1 3oth 
Airlift Wing. I urge you to do everything within your power to Keep'em Flyin.' 



May 25,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We in West Virginia are proud of our 130th Air National Guard Unit at Yeager 
Airport in Charleston, West Virginia. However, our protest at it's listing on 
the BRAC list for closing is based on more than pride and economic value to 
our region. This Unit has not only participated with valor and commendation 
in many of the hot spots all over the world in the past, they have also served 
the state of West Virginia in many disaster situations that without them would 
have resulted in many more deaths and destruction in our state. The closure of 
this Unit or its removal from West Virginia would directly impact the safety 
and health of the people of West Virginia. This is not just a base closing to us, 
it is deprivation of a primary source of disaster relief for our state. Careful 
consideration should be given to the cost to the federal government of 
increased disaster relief from sources outside of the state in the event of 
emergencies if this base is removed from West Virginia. 



BRAC Commission 
May 3 1,2005 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2005 Defense BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202. 

Re: 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

130" Airlift Wing 
Yeager Airport 
Charleston, West Virginia 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to you today to respectfully request that the United States 
government allows the 130" Airlift Wing of Charleston, West Virginia, to keep their C- 
130 planes. Please remove this airbase off of the BRAC list. Without planes, this base 
will diminish and the effects of this will be very detrimental to the economy of West 
Virginia. 

The impact that the 1 3 0 ~  Airlift Wing has made on both foreign and domestic soil 
cannot be summed up in one sim le letter. The countless acts of unselfishness, patriotism IR and military pride that the 130 has exemplified is nothing short but honorable and 
respectable. 

Please closely examine what the 1 3 0 ~  has done for the United States. This is one 
of America's top Air Guard bases and the consideration of taking away their planes is 
something that needs to be re-examined. 

The 1 3 0 ~  has served and protected not only the people of West Virginia but also 
(the people of America. It is now our turn to serve and protect them. 

Once again, I respectfully ask that the 130" Airlift Wing of Charleston, West 
Virgmia, be taken off of the BRAC list and able to keep their C-130 planes. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

- 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Ising 
4042 Crede Drive 
Charleston, WV 25302 



Jeanine Adkins 
179 W DuPont Ave BRAC Commission 

Belle. WV 250 15 

May 3 1,2005 
JUL 2 5 2005 

Received 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sirs; 

I am writing to show my support for the 130" Airlift Wing- Air National 
Guard in Charleston West Virginia. 

This unit has always been ready when the President and you need them. 
This unit answer to many disaster calls here in the state and all over the country- 
storms, flooding. This unit is indispensable. Our planes and personnel were sitting 
in the Mid East before the Irac war started- readv to do their iob of support to the 
Ground troops and flew manv dangerous missions. Their lives on the line for their 
Country and willing to do so. 

These men and women deserve better consideration. They have given up their 
civilian jobs to answer the call. Now you want to send their planes to what many in the 
Military call "NO HOPE POPE" with old buildings and run down base. 

In my estimation the 1 3oth Air Lift Wing Air National Guard deserve to keep 
their planes and base so they will continue answering the call where and when they are 
needed. We still have planes, men and women in Irac fighting zones plus 12 other 
Countries.Please show us West Virginians that you appreciate what they have done in 
the past. Give our men and women the support they have given you by keeping the c- 
130's and the base intact so they can continue in the first class support of our country. 
Our country and state need them. 

The 1 3oth Air Lift Wing was here for our Country when you needed them in the 
past. Let us count on you to support them as they have supported you. 

Jeanine Adkins, 
W)" 

Sister to c- 130 pilot 


