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Essential to retain 
Portland fighter wing 
To the Edttor. 

The Department of Defense is recommend- 
ing to the BRAC commission a plan to seri- 
ously reduce the number of F-15 fighter jets 

) and KC-135 air-refuelers based in Portland, 
! Ore., dedicated to homeland defense of the 

Pacific Northwest. This action would elimi- 
nate over 1,700 military personnel; most are 
Reserve and National Guard soldiers. This 
plan is outrageous and should alarm all 

. Oregonians and Washingtonians. 
The 142nd Fighter Wing is the premier F- 15 

air defense fighter wing in our nation's air- 
defense system and the only unit currently 
dedicated to protecting against terrorist threats 
to the Northwest. The Portland Air National 
Guad base is essential to keep the Northwest 
safe and is strategically located. Without it, we 
are left vulnerable with the next closest fight- 
er unit in Fresno, Calif. 

Not only do the Reserve and National 
Guard units provide vital protection as impor- 
tant contributors to the war on terror, but these 
soldiers also cost less than full-time soldiers 
and are the best bargain for taxpayers. The 
Department of Defense will not save money 
by closing the base. 

The terrorist threat to America is very real 
and will certainly worsen in coming years. 

We must not become complacent, but wary 
of pssible future attacks. 1 am thankful for the 
brave service men and women in Oregon's Air 
Force Reserve and Air National Guard units 
who dedicate their lives to protect the 
Northwest. 

The homeland defense mission now pcr- 
formed at the base in Portland is a necessity 
that should not be compromised. We cannot 
allow this life-threatening plan to go forth. 

1 urge all patriotic citizens to suppon keep- 
ing the 142nd Fighter Wing, Oregon Air 
National Guard, in Portland by writing to 
Anthony Principi, Chairman of the BRAC 
Commission, The Polk Building, Suite 600 
and 625, 252 1 South Clark St., Arlington, VA 
22202.- 

Delford M. Smlth, &alrman 
Evergreen International Aviation, lnc. 

3850 S.E. Three Mile Lane, McMinnville 





May 23,2005 

Anthony Principi 
Chairman, the BRAC Commission 
The Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

I am writing to express my concern over the proposed realignment of the 939 Air 
Refueling Wing in Portland, Oregon. This unit plays a crucial role in supporting the 
securing of the nation's borders and protecting the United States from terrorist and non- 
conventional threats. 

The 939 Air Refueling Wing which shares facilities with the 142"~  Fighter Wing at 
Portland IAP, OR provides air refueling, airlift and emergency aero medical evacuation 
in support of Air Mobility Conlmand's worldwide operational commitments. The 939th 
ARW is favorably positioned to provide essential support to the homeland security 
mission of Operation Noble Eagle. In addition, the 939th ARW has participated in 
Operation Enduring Freedom and it continues to support both Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and its active duty counterparts from the 92nd Air Refueling Wing, Fairchild AFB, WA. 

Currently, there are roughly 575 full-time civilians (which include Air Reserve 
Technicians) and 1270 traditional reservist that are part of the 939th ARW. The 939"' 
ARW is the only Air Force reserve unit in the State of Oregon. If the proposed 
realignment is approved, there will be about roughly 1500 personnel that will need find a 
place to continue there military careers. To expect them to travel to Kansas, California or 
another state to attend drill is unrealistic and places an unnecessary burden on them and 
their families. The other closest Air Force Reserve unit to Portland, Oregon is located at 
McChord AFB, WA, about 150 miles north. For reservists that already travel a long way 
to do drill at the 939th ARW, this will not be an option for them, they will either retire or 
simply not participate. With retention low across the armed services and the current 
military ops tempo, the loss of these highly skilled Air Force individuals from the 939th 
ARW does not make sense. As you know, people are the most valuable resource, without 
them there is no mission. 

I would ask that before a decision is made on the proposed realignment of the 939"' Air 
Refueling Wing that you and your committee please review thoroughly all the facts 
concerning the 939"' ARW mission, the actual cost savings to the Air Force and the 
effects of losing the majority of the 939th ARW's skilled personnel to the overall Air 
Force mission and surrounding communities. 



George & Nancy Warner PMB# 260 

3939 South Sixth Street 

Klamath Falls, Or. 97603 

July 18, 2005 

The BRAC Commission 
Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625 - 

2521 So. Clark Street, Arlington, Va. 22202 

Attention: Chairman Anthony J. Principi, eta1 

BRAC Coinmission 

. ' ! ! '  I J L  2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Mr. Principi and commissioners; 
It has suddenlybeame etear to us that if you f o l k  t h e  DoD's recommendation to transfer the 

F-16 fighterlinterceptor aircraft currently stationed in Portland , Oregon (142nd Fighter Wing ?) to 
Atlantic City or New Orleans ....... you will be leaving the industries and citizens of the Pacific North 
West vulnerable to airborne terrorist attack, and unable to deter such attack in a timely manner. We 
cannot understand the reasoning behind a recommendation that would leave such a large and vital 
part of our Homeland at such risk in light of 9-1 1 and potential future threats. 

[Obviously, Politics, Ill-will and Jealousies we don't know about, must be in play 

someWens Mthin the DoD, clouding the vision of those making this recommendation]. 

Those of us living in southern Oregon understand and appreciate the importance to our nation 
of the vital training that goes on at Kingsley Field here in Klamath Falls ........ however, we also 
recognize the tremendous difference between groups dedicated to this vital Training, as opposed to 
groups dedicated to equally vital active Air Defense. A recommendation to increase our risk of 
undefended attack, along with increasing the risk to our Nuclear Power plants, Hydro-electric plants 
& Dams on the Columbia, and businesses which include Microsoft, etc., etc. should NOT STAND !!! 
My wife and I pray that you will be asking many questions as you deliberate, meditate, and formulate 

your final report and recommendation to the President. These questions should of course include: 
* Should citizens living in the Pacific Northwest be afforded less protection than those living on 

the east coast ? What about flights from Alaska and Canada ? 
* Since 9-1 1, how many times have Portland based interceptors been scrambled, and what 

has been their average interceptlresponse time ? 
* What would be the comparitive interception time of planes from out of area bases ? 

* What are the implications of available time in the air, including range & time on station for 
planes coming from out of area bases ? Fueling ? 

lurking in Asia ..... No. Korea ...... and China ??? 
ptor resources out of Portland could lead to real disaster .... 
y of being responsible for such a thing. 

Home [541] 884-9146 Cell [541] 892-2494 



John M. Poorman, Colonel, USAR (Ret) 
3015 S.W. Sherwood Place 
Portland, OR 9720 1-2252 

503-222-2645 
(Phone and Fax) 

~impoorman@mcleodusa.net 

It will be a waste of taxpayers' money to move the F-15's to another base. Costs for 
payroll, fuel, maintenance, depreciation, etc. will be the same irrespective of location. 
(No money saved either way.) 

The expense of moving households (roundtrip because all personnel will move back to 
the Portland Area eventually) will be large. But that will not compare with the loss of 
people and expertise that will not move fiom the Portland area. Millions of dollars have 
been spent on their training and many more millions will have to be spent on recruiting 
and training replacements at any new locations. It costs over six million dollars to train 
just one F- 15 pilot. Irrespective of the tremendous cost, the time loss for training will 
handicap the unit's operational efficiency for years (and there may not be years before the 
next attack). 

From just the cost standpoint alone, relocation makes no sense in either the short term or 
long run expense calculations. It will absolutely be a huge waste of funds. Hopefully 
both the Budget and Finance Committees in both Houses of Congress will not tolerate 
this waste of taxpayer money. There will be no money saved in a move, so why 
jeopardize defense considerations? 

by Jo M. Poorman 



KEEP PACIFIC NORTHWEST AIR DEFENCE 

How many times must our government and the American people re-learn the same 
lesson? If you let your guard down, some alert and enterprising enemy will see the 
opening and kill you. 

We don't know who, how, or where the next enemy will attack us. But we know, with 
certainty, that removing the deterrent provided by the 1 5 armed and ready F- 1 5s now at 
the Portland Air National Guard Base will hand our enemies the tempting target of 1 1 
million people and the industry of the Pacific Northwest. Oregon and Washington will be 
sitting ducks without air defense. 

Leaving just 2 F-15s to sit alert at the 142 Fighter Wing amounts to dereliction of the 
duty of the military to protect the northwest area of the United States homeland. Where 
is the redundancy of our deterrent if an aggressor decoys the 2 available fighters to a 
bogus threat and then launches a real attack? 

Further, where is the economy in squandering the asset of the dedicated and skilled pilots 
and maintenance crews currently manning the 142"*? These people live, work and have 
families in the Portland, OregonNancouver, Washington area. They will not move out of 
state to follow their relocated aircraft. The investment in their skills, and their dedication 
to the air defense mission, will be a total loss to the country and to our area. The 
taxpayers of the Pacific Northwest have helped pay for these F-15s, for the people who 
maintain and fly them and for the base that houses and supports them. 

The people of Oregon and Washington are entitled to the air defense they have paid for. 
The 1 4 2 ~  Fighter Wing should be maintained in place and at its current force level. 

Glenn H. Gregg 

1 04 1 5 S W Terwilliger Place 
Portland, OR 972 19 
503 636 0847 



June 4,2005 
Bob Peterman 

860 Fleishauer Ln. 
McMinnville, Oregon 971 28 
E-Mail: bfpmsp@aol.com 

To: 
Anthony Principi 
Chairman, BRAC Commission 
Dear Anthony, 
I am just one of many that is truly concerned about the present 
investigations into the military base downsiding program that is 
currently taking place. Every area of our country is certainly going to 
feel the effect of this program, but I agree that every ten years or so 
we need to look at our military and upgrade it to the current 
requirements. When I look at the total East and West coastline 
along with the North and South borders of this wonderful country, I 
have to hope that there is - NO weak point along this perimeter. By 
closing the 142nd Fighter Wing and its supporting refueling wing at 
Portland International Airport we will see a huge crack in our 
defense wall that protects the Pacific Northwest from the Northern 
California border up the Oregon and Washington coast then around 
the Washington and ldaho borders. With this weakness, expect the 
terrorist to be right on top of it and will look at it as another point of 
entry to do their wanting damage to our country. Without the 142nd 
here, the closest protection for the Northwest will be the base in 
Fresno, California and the base in ldaho. This distance may be just 
too far for needed response to a threat. With the very high alert on 
terrorism these days and days to come, this possibility cannot be 
acceptable. Also the 142nd provide other missions for the 
Northwest. One is to protect the President when he travels to or 
through this area by keeping the air space safe. Another of course 
is the economy. We can survive a downward turn in the economy 
for a while but we cannot survive very well a serious terrorist attack. 



Kelly J. Novak 
1 1 122 NE Wygant 
Portland, Oregon 97220 

June 16,2005 

Mr. Philip Coyle 
The Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Coyle, 
I can only imagine how difficult the job of a BRAC member must be. I do hope, 

however, that you and the other committee members take the time to consider the insights of 
us who live near to these bases. 

I live fifteen minutes from Portland Air National Guard. I find it soothing to know 
that in the event of a terrorist attack they would be ready and capable of defending us here in 
the Northwest. As you know, PANG is a very small base and yet they pride themselves on 
doing their jobs well, and we in the Portland area are very proud of them. 

Living so close to the area, I witness the jets flying overhead quite often, and know 
that there in lies my freedom at work. I personally know that on a UTA weekend, not to long 
ago, these young warriors put in 15 hours work each day for two days running. For those 
who work active duty on the base, their heart and quality is always top notch. I have been 
honored to take them out donuts and pizza, and to show my gratitude. They are a good base, 
one that we depend on and despde ly  need. 

I know that you will all be receiving letters explaining the logical reasons for not di- 
minishing our base in any way, but this letter is simply one from the heart of a citizen. Please 
reconsider your recommendations for PANG. Leave us with our current mission. 
Thank you for your time, 



Anton & Florence Lovric 
3022 Oakes Ave. 
Anacortes, WA 98221 

June 17,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142" Fighter Wing's F-15 
aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life threatening 
circumstance. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion of facts clearly 
demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of the United States at 
risk. 

First, the 1 4 2 " ~  Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet fighter. 
Their present position 'is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense and air 
superiority capabilities from northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24-hour continuous 
alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific Northwest covers this 
range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are continuing 
to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major routes for airlines 
operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, with many taking off at 
Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded" for long flights. Reflecting back to 911 1, and by 
proactively using current day intelligence information, it would be nothing short of woeful negligence to 
not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide logistic and operational support to an alert 
mission in protection of the western United States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection afforded 
the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known current threats 
and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario that is more appealing 
and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, the 142"~  Fighter Wing's 
homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. This 
cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be generated to change the DoD 
recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. I strongly ask for your support 
and leadership to help reverse this DOD recommendation. 

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States safe. 

Respectfully yours, 

Anton & Florence Lovric 



Anthony Principi 
Chairman, the BRAC Commission 
The Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Chairman Principi: 

I am writing on be half of the 1 4 2 ~  Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon. Closing down 
the 142"', would be a real shame, this is the best Air Guard F-15 Fighter Wing in the 
country. This unit flies more than any other Guard unit and usually does it on less money 
than the other units. Their safely record is top notch. 
The 1 4 2 ~  has the top F-15 maintenance team in the Air Guard and even the Air Force 
for that matter. I know that because until I turned 60 last year and had to retire, I was a 
member of that team. Even the F-15 depot in Georgia asks what is done here in Portland 
that make our planes fly so well with so few 
flight control and maintenance problems. 

The money issue is something that I don't understand. I really don't see where there is 
going to be any great savings by breaking up this unit. First, the base is not being closed 
there are other guard units on the base. Even today in the Portlandpaper, they say now 
there's another guard unit coming to the base, a small non flying unit, but still another 
unit. I f  the base is still open, there is still all the up keep ,maintenance and admin 
personnel required to maintain that base. Ifthe aircrafi are sent to other bases, there is 
still the cost of maintenance, fuel, andparts to keep them flying. Not to mention the bases 
they go to will have to up their manning to handle those extra aircraft. An Alert Dept 
would have to be set up and maintained in Portland, still requiring a number ofpeople 
to maintain that dept. Ijust don't see where the big money savings is, it will still have to 
be spent to maintain these aircrafr and this base even ifthe aircraft are somewhere else. 

When I look at what is being considered, and think to myselfwhat a waste. To take the 
top F-15 Guard unit and tear it down, it S like the people of the 1 4Yd are being 
punished for doing good. 

The 1 4 2 ~  Fighter Wing protects the whole northwest corner of this country. And after 
9-1 1, we all know that is something we can't a#ord to ignore. 

Thank You, 

Calvin D. Smith MSgt. Ret. 



Richard L. Copsey 
20373 SW 72nd Ave. 

Tualatin, Oregon 97062 
May 21,2005 

Dear Anthony Principi, 

I am a retired Air Force Civil Service employee. I am also retired from 
the Air Force Military. I have served 17 years with the 142nd Fighter Wing 
in Portland, Oregon. I served 6 years active duty in SAC in the United 
States and in Korea. 

I think closing the 142nd Fighter Interceptor Wing is a huge mistake. 
It is one of the finest F15 units anywhere. They have won numerous 
awards at William Tell which is the Olympic Games of the Air Force. This 
year they won an award for being the top maintenance for the whole Air 
Force. They have received excellent ratings from the United States Air 
Force Air Defense Operational Readiness Inspection many times. 
Enclosed please find a copy of a letter regarding their excellent rating from 
Senator Hatfield's office. I am sending clippings that were in the Portland 
Oregonian recently. 

I believe sending our planes to New Orleans is very disturbing. We 
were the first-up guarding the West Coast after post 911 1 . Having student 
pilots from Kingsley field pulling alert doesn't make sense when we have the 
best pilots in the world right here in Portland. 

When the Oregon Air Guard was sent on deployments to Northern 
Iraq and Singapore we received high marks. Modernizing Portland with up 
to date equipment and spending millions of dollars and then shipping out 
the 939th KC 135s is also troubling to me. It's just a waste of taxpayer's 
money. I don't think guarding the West Coast with the Brac Realignment 
makes sense. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my personal thoughts. I hope 
you will reconsider saving the l42nd Fighter Wing. 

Richard L. Copsey - 



MARK 0. HATFIELD 
OREGON 

M r .  
378 
SPr 

Dea 

QCnifeb Stafes S e n a t e  
WASHINGTON. D.C. 

November 22, 1982 

Richard L. Copsey 
B l  ackstone Court 
i ngf  i e l  d, Oregon 97477 

r M r .  Copsey: 

Thank you f o r  your  recent  corr~spondence a l e r t i n g  me t o  the  e x c e l l e n t  
r a t i n g  the  142nd F i g h t e r  I n t e r c e p t o r  Group r e c e n t l y  received i n  complet ing 
the  Uni ted States A i r  Force A i r  Defense Operat ional Readiness Inspect ion.  

I appreciate having your assessment t h a t  there  i s  a cont inu ing need f o r  upgrading 
the  a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  Oregon A i r  Nat iona l  Guard and am more and more 
aware t h a t  we can st rengthen our  defensive posture through upgrading the  
readiness of ou r  reserve forces.  You can be sure t h a t  I w i l l  cont inue my 
support f o r  the  n a t i o n ' s  reserve un i t s .  

Again, thanks f o r  your  l e t t e r .  

With best  regards. 

Sincerely,  - 
United States Senator 

MOH : aw 



The loss of a reassuring roar 
A base-closing plan that would transfib- Portland- based 
F- 15 fighter jets would take away the state's air defenses 

w hen 9/11 brought terror- economic survival. Tnk argument for 
ism home, the thunder of keeping the F-15s in Oregon is diierent. 
F-15 fightef jets flying More than 500 jobs at the Air National 
over Portland changed Guard base are at stake, but the press- 

from a curiosity to a comfort. Now it ing questions now are about the state's 1 
feels like Oregon's security blanket is security, not its economy. 

I 

being snatched away. The critical issue is how the military 
Under the military base-closure and intends to protect the communities of 

realignment plan anrmmed Friday, Oregon and Southwest Washington in 
Oregon ~ o u l d  lose more than 1,000 the event of a terrorism attack from the 
military-related jobs and all F-15 fighter air. 
jets based in Portland. The job loss is .,I have a hard time painful, bu: the prospect of the state's how the military can effectively main- I 

air defense flying away, once and for all, 
is truly disturbing. tain homeland defense in Oregon and 

the Pacific Coast, when they are moving 
Communities and elected officials all the operational capabilities away 

across the nation are vowing to fight the from the Air ~~~d station," 
recommendations of the Base Realign- said Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore. 
ment and Closure (BRAC) Commission 
to close 180 military installations, in- So do we. Oregon Gov. Ted Kulong- 

cluding 33 major bases. The proposals and member of the Oregon ! 
will now go to a federal for delegation must press this issue with ' 
review. the Pentagon and the presidentially ap- 

pointed commission that can add to or 
In Oregon' the BRAC Commission subtract bases before sending a final list 

recommends closing the Umatilla to President 
Chemical Weapons Depot and a small 
Navy ReServe Center in Central Point, Oregon has a chance the 
and moving thk 18 fighter jets now in F-15s patrolling over this state: During 
portland to bases in Atlantic City and past rounds of base closures, the com- 
New Orleans. Eight other KC-135 jets in mission dropped as many as a quarter 
the 939th Air Reheling Wing in port- of the recommended bases from the 
land also would be sent elsewhere. The list. Kulongoski said he plans to invite 
proposed closure at Umatilla actually is the commission n ~ m b e r s  to come to 
good news - it means the military has Portland to see the airbase and ~ ~ S C U S S  

no plans to move additional chemical the region's security needs. 
t 

weapons to Eastern' Oregon once those The commission must understand 
buried there are incinerated. that the argument for keeping the F- 15s 

Most of the outrage around the coun- at the Portland Air National Guard base 
try is about the loss of thousands of jobs is not about preserving jobs or saving 
and the effects on communities that money in the military budget. It is 
have built up around major military about having a necessary air defense in 
bas;es and depend upon them for their a major West Coast city. 



NATIONAL 2~ . . A3 

Guard, Reserve cuts bother panelists 
The review commission of 
the Pentagon's base-closing 
proposal pointedly questions 
the wisdom ofsome moves 

By ERIC SCHMITT 
NEWYORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE 

WASHINGTON - The indepen- 
dent commission reviewing the 
Pentagon's recommended list of 
base closings voiced sharp skepti- 
cism on Monday over parts of the 
plan, warning that some proposals 
could hurt recruiting, while others 
would fall shoa of the efficiencies 
that Defense Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld had 

RUMSFELD 
"Changes are 
essential" 

promised. 
"Do you really 

think this was a 
smart move?" 
James Bilbray, a 
former Demo- 
cratic congress- 
man from Neva- 
da, asked Rums- 
feld. He was ad- 
dressing a pro- 
~osa l  to close - - 

and consolidate Gundreds of Na- 
tional Guard and Reserve centers 
nationwide, thus increasing some 
reservists' travel time. 

Rumsfeld warned the nine- 
member panel not to make signifi- 
cant changes to the list, saying that 
Pentagon analysts had spent two 
years reviewing more than 25 mil- 
lion pieces of information and test- 

ing 1,000 situations to devise the 
complex, interwoven set of recom- 
mendations that was announced 
Friday. 

"One must be careful about tak- 
ing a selective look at individual 
components or pieces of these rec- 
ommendations without consider- 
ing how those components or 
pieces fit into the larger whole," 
Rumsfeld said in defending the 
plan to close, consolidate or reor- 
ganize more than 800 milimy fa- 
cilities in all 50 states. The Penta- 
gon says its plan would save $48.8 
billion over 20 years. 

The testimony by Rurnsfeld and 
Gen. Richard Myers, the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, at a 
packed Capitol Hill hearing signal- 
ed the beginning of a nearly four- 

month series of hearings on the 
proposals. Hearings will be held in 
Washington and around the coun- 
try, and panel members will visit 
each site scheduled for closings or 
changes. 

In the past four rounds of base 
closings, the commissions have 
approved 85 percent of the Penta- 
gon's recommendations. Some 
critics have charged that this year's 
panel would be a rubber stamp for 
the first major overhaul of the na- 
tion's military network in a decade. 

Monday, the panelists, one by 
one, sought to poke holes in Rums- 
feld's rationale for various parts of 
the plan and to demonstrate their 
independence. 

Anthony Principi, the panel 
chairman and a former secretary of 

veterans aiTairs, asked whether the 
Pentagon was "putting the cart be- 
fore the horse" by announcing its 
recommended base closings 
months before it produced the re- 
sults of a study of strategy, force 
and missions required by Congress 
every four years. 

"That's not a concern we have," 
Rurnsfeld responded, saying the 
Pentagon could not wait until 
every pending review was finished. 

James Hansen, a former Repub- 
lican congressman from Utah, 
praised the Pentagon's proposals 
to combine similar functions of the 
Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine 
Corps (such as training truck driv- 
ers and cooks) at one place, but 
said more m u d  be done. "I 
thought there'd be more interser- 
vicing," he said. 

The most contentious issue 
seemed to be the fate of reservist 
installations. The Army alone 
would close 176 Army Reserve cen- 
ters and 211 Army National Guard 
facilities, but it would build 125 
new, multiservice Reserve centers. 

The panel must submit its find- 
ings to President Bush by Sept. 8. 
Bush and Congress then have until 
Nov. 7 to accept or reject the com- 
mission's findings. 



June 15,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142" Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circumstance. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following 
discussion of facts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and 
Western Region of the United States at risk. 

First, the 142"~ Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities from northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the 
Pacific Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal Al Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many taking off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded" for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would 
be nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to 
provide logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United 
States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a 
scenario that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. 
Realistically, the 142"~ Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than 
previously perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire 
nation. This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be 
generated to change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the 
Northwest. I strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD 
recommendation. 

MIL WAUKIE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
3200 SE Harrison 

Milwaukie, Oregon 97222 
PHONE: 503-786-7400 FAX: 503-786-7426 
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Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United 
States safe. 



Kelly Novak 
1 1 122 NE Wygant 
Portland, Oregon 97220 

June 14,2005 

Samuels K. Skinner 
The Polk Building, Sutie 600 & 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Skinner: 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142nd Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. Thls decision creates a potential life 
threatmmg circumstance. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of hcts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of 
the United States at risk. 

First, the 1 4Pd Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities from northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific 
Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many taking off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would be 
nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide 
logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 142nd Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. 
This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be generated to 
change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. I 
strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD recommendation. 

\ .  
Thank you for your 
safe. 

Respectfully yours, 
Kelly Novak 

b 
help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States , 



Kelly Novak 
1 1 122 NE Wygant 
Portland, Oregon 97220 

June 14,2005 

Sue E. Turner 
The Polk Building, Sutie 600 & 625 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlmgton, VA 22202 

Dear Ms. Turner: 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142" Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circumstance. It negla- the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of facts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of 
the United States at risk. 

First, the 142& Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities from northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific 
Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many talung off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded'' for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would be 
nothing short of woeful negltgence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide 
logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 142°d Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. 
This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be generated to 
change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. I 
strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD recommendation. 

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States 
safe. 



Kelly Novak 
1 1 122 NE Wygant 
Portland, Oregon 97220 

June 14,2005 

James V. Hansen 
The Polk Building, Sutie 600 & 625 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Hansen: 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142"'j Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circumstance. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of fBcts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of 
the United States at risk. 

First, the 142"* Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities from northern California f&r into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific 
Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal Al Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many taking off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would be 
nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide 
logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 142"d Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. 
This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be generated to 
change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. I 
strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD recommendation. 

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States 
safe. e 



Kelly Novak 
1 1 122 NE Wygant 
Portland, Oregon 97220 

June 14,2005 

James T. Hill 
The Polk Building, Sutie 600 & 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Hill: 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142* Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circumstance. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of facts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of 
the United States at risk. 

First, the 142"* Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities from northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific 
Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many taking off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would be 
nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide 
logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 142d Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. 
This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be generated to 
change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. I 
strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD recommendation. 

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States 
safe. 



Kelly Novak 
1 1 122 NE Wygant 
Portland, Oregon 97220 

June 14,2005 

Harold W. (Hal) Gehrnan, Jr. 
The Polk Building, Sutie 600 & 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Gehman: 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142"d Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circumstance. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of Eacts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of 
the United States at risk. 

First, the 142"6 Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities from northern California f3.r into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific 
Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operatmg between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many taking off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded" for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would be 
nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide 
logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 142"* Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. 
This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be generated to 
change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. I 
strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD recommendation. 

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States 



Kelly Novak 
1 1 122 NE Wygant 
Portland, Oregon 97220 

June 14,2005 

Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton 
The Polk Building, Sutie 600 & 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Newton: 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 1 42"d Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circumstance. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of facts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of 
the United States at risk. 

First, the 142"* Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities fbm northern Califomia far into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific 
Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many taking off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded" for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would be 
nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide 
logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern Califomia deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 142& Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. 
This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be generated to 
change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. I 
strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD recommendation. 

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States 
safe. 



Kelly Novak 
1 1 122 NE Wygant 
Portland, Oregon 97220 

June 14,2005 

James H. Bilbray 
The Polk Building, Sutie 600 & 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Bilbray: 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142nd Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circumstance. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of facts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Paci6c Northwest and Western Region of 
the United States at risk. 

First, the 142nd Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities from northern California fir into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific 
Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many dung off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded" for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would be 
nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide 
logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 142nd Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. 
This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be generated to 
change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. I 
strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD recommendation. 

Thank you for your 
safe. 

help 

Respectfully yours, 
Kelly Novak 

United 

I 

States 



Kelly Novak 
1 1 122 NE Wygant 
Portland, Oregon 97220 

June 14,2005 

Anthony J. Principi 
The Polk Building? Sutie 600 & 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi: 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142nd Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circumstance. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of facts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of 
the United States at risk. 

First, the 142* Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities from northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific 
Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many taking off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded" for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would be 
nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to provide 
logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 142nd Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire nation. 
This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be generated to 
change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the Northwest. I 
strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD recommendation. 

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States 
safe. 

- I .- i~ 
v. \, <~ s. -- 

RespectfUlly yours, , 
1. L , " P  

Kelly Novak : ---,,(. ', 



2716 S. E. Baypoint Drive 
Vancouver, Washington 98683 

Monday, June 13,2005 

Mr. Anthony Principi, Chairman 
BRAC Commission 
The Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625 
2521 S. Clark Street 
Arlington, Va. 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi: 

As a citizen of Vancouver, Washington, just 5 miles from Portland International Airport, we 
support keeping the F-15's in Portland, Oregon. 

You realize, of course the 142nd Fighter Wing is the premier F-15 air defense in our nation's 
system and the only unit currently dedicated to protecting against terrorist threats to the pacific 
northwest. Without this defense, Oregon and Washington are left vulnerable. This defense 
system is invaluable to the security of the northwest and we plead for your help in maintaining this 
system in Portland, Oregon. 

We thank you. 

Sincerely, 

*& - QL-. 
Floyd B. a#d Verona R. Case 



1819 St.Andrews 
McMinnville, O r  
10 J u n e  2005 

6/17/2005 

The Honorable Anthony P r i n c i p i ,  
Chairman of t h e  BRAC Commission, 
The Polk Bui ld ing ,  S u i t e  600 and 625, 
2521 South Clark  S t .  
Ar l ington ,  V i r g i n i a  22202 

D e a r  S i r ,  

T h i s  letter is  t o  encourage you and t h e  Commission t o  
main ta in  t h e  142 F i g h t e r  Wing and t h e  KC-135 Refue l ing  
Group a t  t h e i r  Por t l and ,  Oregon Air Base. 

I f  t h e  F-15 F i g h t e r  Wing i s  mmoved it w i l l  leave a 
huge v o i d  i n  o u r  defense w a l l  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  t h e  Northern 
P a c i f i c  Northwest 

I am s u r e  you and t h e  Commission know of t h e  l o c a t i o n  
of i n t e r c e p t o r  wings t h a t  would have t o  take over  t h e  t a s k  
of i n t e r c e p t i n g  terrorists o r  o t h e r s  t r y i n g  t o  make e n t r y  
i n t o  t h e  Northwest.  It is  my unders tanding  t h a t  p l a n e s  
would have t o  come f r o m  C e n t r a l  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Fresno  or f r o m  
B o i s e ,  Idaho. 

I w a s  a Navy Carrier p i l o t  for 30 y e a r s  and my son 
also a Navy f l y e r  i n  F-14 Tomcat, i n t e r e c p t o r s  and it 
appear s  t o  m e  t h a t  communication and t iming  would be 
critical and questionable in order for fighters to come 
f r o m  t h e s e  bases t o  s t o p  any e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  Washington and 
Oregon area. . 

The Homeland d e f e n s e  miss ion  now performed a t  t h e  base 
i n  P o r t l a n d  is a n e c e s s i t y  t h a t  should  n o t  be compromised. 
I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  t h e  Commission t o  r e t a i n  t h e s e  u n i t s  a t  
t h e  P o r t l a n d  Air Base .  

Respec t fu l ly .  

Capta in ,  USN ( R e t  . ) 



Kenneth L. West 
16845 Wight Lane 
Lake Oswego, OR. 97035 

The Honorable Anthony 3. Principi 
The Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA. 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142"' Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circumstance. It neglmts the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of h t s  clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region 
of the United States at risk. 

First, the 1 4 2 ~  Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities from northern California fir into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour mtinuous alert North American Air Defme (NORAD) system. No other base in the 
Pacific Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports w~nistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating W e e n  Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many taking off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded" for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would 
be n o w  short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to 
provide logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United 
States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capabilrty, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 142"~ Fighter Wig's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously 
perceived. 

The DoD r e c 0 ~ m e ~ i o n . s  degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire 
nation. This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be 
generated to change the DoD fecommen&tion that transkrs Dedicated Air Defense from the 
Northwest. I strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD 
recommendation. 

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific the United States 
safe. 

Respectfully C 
Kenneth L. West Monday, June 13,2005 



Sherrill J. West 
200 15 Island Parkway E. 
Sumner, WA 98390 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
The Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman, 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142"~ Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circumstance. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of facts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region 
of the United States at risk. 

First, the 142"~ Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle jet 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providing both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities from northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the 
Pacific Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe our aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many taking off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded" for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 9/11, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would 
be nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to 
provide logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United 
States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 14znd Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously 
perceived. 

I 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire 
nation. This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be 
generated to change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense from the 
Northwest. I strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD 
recommendation. 

Thank you for your help and consideration in keeping the Pacific Northwest and the United States 
safe. 

Respectfully yours, 
Shemll West 



July 12,2005 
Mr. Anthony Principi 
Chairman, the BRAC Commission 
The Polk Building, Suite 600 8; 625 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

We are writing to urge your support in correcting a recommendation to the BRAC Commission to 
move the 142"~ Fighter Wing's F-15 aircraft from Portland, Oregon. Such a move is a mistake 
with potentially disastrous defense consequences impacting Homeland Defense of the Pacific 
Northwest and the Western Region of the United States. 

The 142"~ Fighter Wing in Portland is the only protection in this geographically strategic area, 
providing air defense and air superiority from northern California far into Canada. Without it, this 
strategic and vital area is at risk. No other base provides this coverage. 

From a threat and target standpoint, this area serves not only airline routes operating between Asia 
and North America, but also significant maritime activity. In addition, the northern border and 
long coastline have, for the past several years, been very tempting to smuggling, drug running, 
terrorist activities and gun running. To lose the intelligence and established close-working 
relationship developed between military and civilian intelligence organizations would leave a 
potentially disastrous void in early warning and Homeland Defense. 

Economically, closing the base makes no sense, as Air National Guard fighter units are, on 
average, more efficient than other units. In particular, the 142"~ Fighter Wing is shown to be 20% 
more efficient than Active Components. Clearly, from an economic standpoint, the wrong 
component is being targeted. 

Finally, such a move would cause Oregon to lose approximately 650 guardsmen available for civil 
support for wildfires, floods, earthquake/volcanic eruptions, and airport security. 

Accordingly, for the reasons stated above, and particularly in regard to the negative impact on 
Homeland Defense and intelligence, we ask your support in correcting this mistake. 

Members, New Mexico Chapter, Association of Former Intelligence Officers (AFIO) 
7801 R.C. Gorman Ave. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87122 
(505) 797- 185 1 
yvardQsandia .net 



June 20,2005 
The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
Polk Building, Suite 600 & 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

The recent DoD recommendation to the BRAC Commission moving the 142"~ Fighter Wing's F- 
15 aircraft to New Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake, This decision creates a potential life 
threatening circums&nce. It neglects the mission of Homeland Defense. The following discussion 
of facts clearly demonstrates why this decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region 
of the United States at risk. . 
First, the 142"~ Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F-15 Eagle j& 
fighter. Their present position is geographically strategic; providmg both continuous air defense 
and air superiority capabilities fiom northern California far into Canada. This is part of the 24- 
hour continuous alert North American Air Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the 
Pacific Northwest covers this range, and without it we are at risk. 

Secondly, intelligence reports consistently reveal A1 Queda and its franchise terrorist cells are 
continuing to probe ow aviation resources as sources of effective weaponry. Most of the major 
routes for airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West Coast airspace, 
with many taking off at Western International Airports heavily "fuel loaded" for long flights. 
Reflecting back to 911 1, and by proactively using current day intelligence information, it would 
be nothing short of woeful negligence to not maintain a dedicated Air Defense Fighter Wing to 
provide logistic and operational support to an alert mission in protection of the western United 
States. 

Lastly, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the same protection 
afforded the Eastern United States. This decrease in Air Defense capability, coupled with known 
current threats and the likelihood of' multiple targets that are widely dispersed becomes a scenario 
that is more appealing and potentially a very successful opportunity for the terrorist. Realistically, 
the 142"* Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than previously 
perceived. 

The DoD recommendations degrade the Homeland Security of the Northwest and the entire 
nation. This cannot and should not be ignored. I believe that a maximum effort must be 
generated to change the DoD recommendation that transfers Dedicated Air Defense fiom the 
Northwest. I strongly ask for your support and leadership to help reverse this DOD 
recumendation. 

Respectfully yours, 
Lori Hollingsworth 
Lincoln City Mayor 

"PRIDE IN SERVICE" 
801 S.W. Hwy 101 P.O. Box 50 Lincoln City, Oregon 97367 (541) 996-21 52 Fax (541) 994-7232 TDD (541) 994-7432 



GLENN H. GREGG 
10415 SW TERWILLIGER PLACE 

PORTLAND, OREGON 97219 

June 16,2005 

Anthony Principi 
Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St. 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: BRAC Proposed Closing 
Oregon Air National Guard 
142" Fighter Wing 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

Enclosed please find my statement regarding the ill-conceived proposed closure of the 
Oregon Air National Guard, 1 42nd Fighter Wing, located in Portland. 

Sincerely, 

Glenn H. Gregg 

Encl. 



KEEP PACIFIC NORTHWEST AIR DEFENCE 

How many times must our government and the American people re-learn the same 
lesson? If you let your guard down, some alert and enterprising enemy will see the 
opening and kill you. 

We don't know who, how, or where the next enemy will attack us. But we know, with 
certainty, that removing the deterrent provided by the 15 armed and ready F-15s now at 
the Portland Air National Guard Base will hand our enemies the tempting target of 1 1 
million people and the industry of the Pacific Northwest. Oregon and Washington will be 
sitting ducks without air defense. 

Leaving just 2 F-15s to sit alert at the 142 Fighter Wing amounts to dereliction of the 
duty of the military to protect the northwest area of the United States homeland. Where 
is the redundancy of our deterrent if an aggressor decoys the 2 available fighters to a 
bogus threat and then launches a real attack? 

Further, where is the economy in squandering the asset of the dedicated and skilled pilots 
and maintenance crews currenlly manning the 142"~? These people live, work and have 
families in the Portland, OregonNancouver, Washington area. They will not move out of 
state to follow their relocated aircraft. The investment in their skills, and their dedication 
to the air defense mission, will be a total loss to the country and to our area. The 
taxpayers of the Pacific Northwest have helped pay for these F-15s, for the people who 
maintain and fly them and for the base that houses and supports them. 

The people of Oregon and Washington are entitled to the air defense they have paid for. 
The 142"~ Fighter Wing should be maintained in place and at its current force level. 

Glenn H. Gregg 
1 041 5 SW Terwilliger Place 
Portland, OR 97219 
5036360847 
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June 13, 2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman. Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
Polk Building. Suite 600 & 625 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

Subject: Support For Maintaininn The 142"~ Fiyhter Wing in Portland. Oregon 

The recent Department of Defense recommendation to the BRAC Commission for 
moving the 142"~ Fighter Wing's F-15 aircraft from Portland, Oregon to New 
Orleans and Atlantic City is a mistake. This decision poses potential risks to lives 
and commercial installations in the Pacific Northwest, and neglects the mission of 
homeland defense. Even a cursory review of the facts clearly demonstrates why this 
decision places the Pacific Northwest and Western Region of the United States at 
unnecessary risk. 

First, the 142* Fighter Wing in Portland, Oregon, protects our homeland with the F- 
15 Eagle jet fighter. Their present location is geographically strategic, providing 
both continuous air defense and air superiority capabilities from northern California 
well into Canada, as part of the 24-hour continuous alert North American Air 
Defense (NORAD) system. No other base in the Pacific Northwest covers this range, 
and without it, 11 million people and crucial economic centers will be placed at risk. 
The Northwest is home to vital port kilities, hydroelectric dams and transmission 
grids, nuclear power plants and storage depots, transportation networks, commercial 
and manufacturing centers that would be vulnerable if the Portland base is closed. 

Secondly, the trag~c events of September 1 1 exposed the devastating effect terrorists 
can achieve by using large aircraft as effedive weapons. Most of the major routes 
for commercial airlines operating between Asia and North America traverse the West 
Coast airspace, with many taking off at West Coast international airports heavily 
"fuel loaded" for their long flights. Dept. of Defense would be neglecting public 
safety in this region if it ignores the lessons of 911 1 and the warnings of current-day 
intelligence information, in its recommendation to close the only dedicated front line 
fighter wing q x h l e  of providing logistical and operational support to protect the 
western United States. 

Finally, the citizens of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California deserve the 
same protection afforded the gulf coast and eastern seaboard. This proposed decrease 
in Air Defense capability, combined with known current threats and the likelihood of 
multiple targets that are widely dispersed, provide many plausible scenarios and 
potentially devastating opportunities for foreign or domestic terrorists. 
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Realistically, the 142"~ Fighter Wing's homeland defense mission is more critical now than ever 
before. 

The Department of Defense recommendations jeopardize the security of the Northwest and the entire 
nation. This proposal cannot and should not be ignored. We support our Congressional delegates 
and state leadership in their efforts to change the Department's recommendation that transfers 
dedicated air defense capabilities away from the Pacific Northwest. We urgently request your 
support and leadership to help reverse this ill-advised recommendation. 

Thank you for your dedicated service, and carehl consideration of the resources that are needed to 
keep the Pacific Northwest and the United States safe. 

Respecthlly yours, 

Jonathan Schlueter 
Executive Director 

cc: U.S. Senator Ron Wyden 
U.S. Senator Gordon Smith 
Congressman Earl Blumenauer 
Congresswoman Darlene Hooley 
Congressman David Wu 
Oregon Governor Ted Kulongoski 


