
May 24,2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, 

I am very concerned about the BRAC Commission's decision to close Cannon Air Force 
Base. 

I believe the Commission made their decision without full knowledge of the extent of 
Cannon's major contributions to the defense and training of military personnel in order to 
keep our national defense strong. Cannon has access to an unusual abundance of air 
space, the Melrose bombing range which is just seconds away from Cannon, ideal year- 
round flying weather, and the privilege to use airspace to fly at supersonic speeds. In 
addition to these attributes, Cannon has the potential for accommodating additional 
training facilities. 

Cannon is strongly supported by many surrounding communities in eastern New Mexico 
and west Texas. The military personnel are made to truly feel like they are a part of the 
community family, not a separate group. For this reason, many of the retired military 
decide to make this their permanent home after retirement. These retirees rely on Cannon 
for their healthcare, grocery shopping, as well as other facilities they are entitled to use. 
There is not another military base within a reasonable distance to serve the retired 
military. 

The closure of Cannon would also have a disastrous affect on the economy of a large area 
surrounding us as well as our immediate communities. Losing Cannon would be 
extremely devastating to many of our businesses and even more catastrophic to the 
enrollment in our public and university education systems. Since we are not in an easily 
accessible industrial area, it is hard to attract new businesses, and I feel that our economic 
survival is as important as any other part of the country. 

I pray that you will carehlly reconsider all of these important facts before making your 
final decision. 

Sincerely, 

Nan McGuyer 
510 NM 88 
Portales, NM 88130 
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