COLONIAL REAL ESTATE

To: Mr. Harold Gehman, Jr.
From: Skip Overdier
4201 N. Prince St.
Clovis, NM 88101

DCN: 2051

Subject: Closure of Cannon Air Force Base

0616205,

4201 N. Prince
Clovis, NM 88101
(800) 933-6873
(505)769-1951

1. I’m writing to express what I feel are reasons why Cannon AFB
should not be closed. I am a retired Chief Master Sergeant and have
spent 30+ years in the Air Force. I have assigned to 14 bases during
my career and spent short periods of time at over 15 other bases
performing temporary duty. [ think I can speak from experience when
I tell you that no Air Force Base [ have ever been at has the facilities,
training capabilities and community support that I have seen at

Cannon AFB.

2. Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. The base has an
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. The New
Mexico Training Range Initiative, when implemented, will allow
pilots to fly supersonic training missions. This coupled with the
almost perfect weather we enjoy year round allows our pilots to train

for real-life situations.

3. The Melrose bombing range is literally seconds from the end of the
runway. This allows pilots to be airborne and begin their training
operations without wasting fuel just to get to the range.



. Cannon has the space and facilities to incorporate joint warfare
training under a number of different scenarios. It also has the ability
to support future training missions such as the F-22, Joint Strike
Fighter and other military aircraft.

. Eastern New Mexico and West Texas are home to a large military
retiree population. These people rely on Cannon for healthcare,
shopping facilities, and more. There is no other installation close by
to serve the retired military.

. The local community has had a strong, 50-year relationship with the
base. Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
purchased air easements around Cannon and GAVE them to the Air
Force. The local community purchased land north of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as
Chavez Manor. Our community purchased land west of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway at the base. Leaders in our
community lead the effort to expand and convert the air space to
supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range
Initiative.

. From a financial perspective, the closure of Cannon will devastate the
local economy. In the mid-90’s Cannon was downsized and lost 20%-
25% of their population. The effect it had on the local housing market
was just short of catastrophic. Many of the military member’s houses
were purchased by the government under the Homeowners Assistance
Program through the Corp of Engineers. In most instances these
home were then re-sold for considerably less than market value which
in turn brought down the value of other homes in the area. The
number of Realtors dropped from nearly 100 to less than 50. Multiply
that effect by 4 or 5 times if the base were to close and you can see
what a dramatic effect that will have on just the real estate segment of
our economy. I can’t begin to tell you the residual effect on other
commercial and retail businesses. We are by no means a wealthy
community and the effects of a closure would be more significant than
other communities that do not rely on the military presence for much
of their livelihood.

. This community has supported the base like no other community over
the last 50 years. We’ve done so financially, morally, spiritually, and
above all, consistently.



9. You are tasked with an unbelievably difficult assignment and [ am
trying to provide you with information why Cannon should not be on

the list for closure.

et

ip Overdier
Associate Broker
Coldwell Banker Colonial Real Estate



COLONIAL REAL ESTATE 4201 N. Prince
Clovis, NM 88101
(800) 933-6873
(505)769-1951

To: Mr. Samuel Knox Skinner
From: Skip Overdier
4201 N. Prince St.
Clovis, NM 88101
Subject: Closure of Cannon Air Force Base

1. I’m writing to express what I feel are reasons why Cannon AFB
should not be closed. I am a retired Chief Master Sergeant and have
spent 30+ years in the Air Force. [ have assigned to 14 bases during
my career and spent short periods of time at over 15 other bases
performing temporary duty. [ think [ can speak from experience when
I tell you that no Air Force Base I have ever been at has the facilities,
training capabilities and community support that [ have seen at
Cannon AFB.

2. Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. The base has an
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. The New
Mexico Training Range Initiative, when implemented, will allow
pilots to fly supersonic training missions. This coupled with the
almost perfect weather we enjoy year round allows our pilots to train
for real-life situations.

3. The Melrose bombing range is literally seconds from the end of the
runway. This allows pilots to be airborne and begin their training
operations without wasting fuel just to get to the range.



. Cannon has the space and facilities to incorporate joint warfare
training under a number of different scenarios. It also has the ability
to support future training missions such as the F-22, Joint Strike
Fighter and other military aircraft.

. Eastern New Mexico and West Texas are home to a large military
retiree population. These people rely on Cannon for healthcare,
shopping facilities, and more. There is no other installation close by
to serve the retired military.

. The local community has had a strong, 50-year relationship with the
base. Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
purchased air easements around Cannon and GAVE them to the Air
Force. The local community purchased land north of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as
Chavez Manor. Our community purchased land west of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway at the base. Leaders in our
community lead the effort to expand and convert the air space to
supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range
Initiative.

. From a financial perspective, the closure of Cannon will devastate the
local economy. In the mid-90’s Cannon was downsized and lost 20%-
25% of their population. The effect it had on the local housing market
was just short of catastrophic. Many of the military member’s houses
were purchased by the government under the Homeowners Assistance
Program through the Corp of Engineers. In most instances these
home were then re-sold for considerably less than market value which
in turn brought down the value of other homes in the area. The
number of Realtors dropped from nearly 100 to less than 50. Multiply
that effect by 4 or 5 times if the base were to close and you can see
what a dramatic effect that will have on just the real estate segment of
our economy. I can’t begin to tell you the residual effect on other
commercial and retail businesses. We are by no means a wealthy
community and the effects of a closure would be more significant than
other communities that do not rely on the military presence for much
of their livelihood.

. This community has supported the base like no other community over
the last 50 years. We’ve done so financially, morally, spiritually, and
above all, consistently.



9. You are tasked with an unbelievably difficult assignment and I am
trying to provide you with information why Cannon should not be on
the list for closure.

Skip Overdier

Associate Broker
Coldwell Banker Colonial Real Estate




COLONIAL REAL ESTATE 4201 N. Prince
Clovis, NM 88101
(800) 933-6873
(505)769-1951

Zim_
To: Mr. James -

From: Skip Overdier
4201 N. Prince St.
Clovis, NM 88101
Subject: Closure of Cannon Air Force Base

1. I’m writing to express what I feel are reasons why Cannon AFB
should not be closed. I am a retired Chief Master Sergeant and have
spent 30+ years in the Air Force. I have assigned to 14 bases during
my career and spent short periods of time at over 15 other bases
performing temporary duty. I think I can speak from experience when
I tell you that no Air Force Base I have ever been at has the facilities,
training capabilities and community support that I have seen at
Cannon AFB.

2. Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. The base has an
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. The New
Mexico Training Range Initiative, when implemented, will allow
pilots to fly supersonic training missions. This coupled with the
almost perfect weather we enjoy year round allows our pilots to train
for real-life situations.

3. The Melrose bombing range is literally seconds from the end of the
runway. This allows pilots to be airborne and begin their training
operations without wasting fuel just to get to the range.



. Cannon has the space and facilities to incorporate joint warfare
training under a number of different scenarios. It also has the ability
to support future training missions such as the F-22, Joint Strike
Fighter and other military aircraft.

. Eastern New Mexico and West Texas are home to a large military
retiree population. These people rely on Cannon for healthcare,
shopping facilities, and more. There is no other installation close by
to serve the retired military.

. The local community has had a strong, 50-year relationship with the
base. Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
purchased air easements around Cannon and GAVE them to the Air
Force. The local community purchased land north of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as
Chavez Manor. Our community purchased land west of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway at the base. Leaders in our
community lead the effort to expand and convert the air space to
supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range
Initiative.

. From a financial perspective, the closure of Cannon will devastate the
local economy. In the mid-90’s Cannon was downsized and lost 20%-
25% of their population. The effect it had on the local housing market
was just short of catastrophic. Many of the military member’s houses
were purchased by the government under the Homeowners Assistance
Program through the Corp of Engineers. In most instances these
home were then re-sold for considerably less than market value which
in turn brought down the value of other homes in the area.. The
number of Realtors dropped from nearly 100 to less than 50. Multiply
that effect by 4 or 5 times if the base were to close and you can see
what a dramatic effect that will have on just the real estate segment of
our economy. I can’t begin to tell you the residual effect on other
commercial and retail businesses. We are by no means a wealthy
community and the effects of a closure would be more significant than
other communities that do not rely on the military presence for much
of their livelihood.

. This community has supported the base like no other community over
the last 50 years. We’ve done so financially, morally, spiritually, and
above all, consistently.



9. You are tasked with an unbelievably difficult assignment and I am
trying to provide you with information why Cannon should not be on
the list for closure.

Skip E Everdi r

Associate Broker
Coldwell Banker Colonial Real Estate
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COLONIAL REAL ESTATE 4201 N. Prince
Clovis, NM 88101
(800) 933-6873
(505)769-1951

To: Mr. Anthony Principi
From: Skip Overdier
4201 N. Prince St.
Clovis, NM 88101
Subject: Closure of Cannon Air Force Base

1. I’m writing to express what [ feel are reasons why Cannon AFB
should not be closed. I am a retired Chief Master Sergeant and have
spent 30+ years in the Air Force. [ have assigned to 14 bases during
my career and spent short periods of time at over 15 other bases
performing temporary duty. I think I can speak from experience when
I tell you that no Air Force Base I have ever been at has the facilities,
training capabilities and community support that [ have seen at
Cannon AFB.

2. Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. The base has an
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. The New
Mexico Training Range Initiative, when implemented, will allow
pilots to fly supersonic training missions. This coupled with the
almost perfect weather we enjoy year round allows our pilots to train
for real-life situations.

3. The Melrose bombing range is literally seconds from the end of the
runway. This allows pilots to be airborne and begin their training
operations without wasting fuel just to get to the range.



. Cannon has the space and facilities to incorporate joint warfare
training under a number of different scenarios. It also has the ability
to support future training missions such as the F-22, Joint Strike
Fighter and other military aircraft.

. Eastern New Mexico and West Texas are home to a large military
retiree population. These people rely on Cannon for healthcare,
shopping facilities, and more. There is no other installation close by
to serve the retired military.

. The local community has had a strong, 50-year relationship with the
base. Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
purchased air easements around Cannon and GAVE them to the Air
Force. The local community purchased land north of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as
Chavez Manor. Our community purchased land west of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway at the base. Leaders in our
community lead the effort to expand and convert the air space to
supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range
Initiative.

. From a financial perspective, the closure of Cannon will devastate the
local economy. In the mid-90’s Cannon was downsized and lost 20%-
25% of their population. The effect it had on the local housing market
was just short of catastrophic. Many of the military member’s houses
were purchased by the government under the Homeowners Assistance
Program through the Corp of Engineers. In most instances these
home were then re-sold for considerably less than market value which
in turn brought down the value of other homes in the area. The
number of Realtors dropped from nearly 100 to less than 50. Multiply
that effect by 4 or 5 times if the base were to close and you can see
what a dramatic effect that will have on just the real estate segment of
our economy. I can’t begin to tell you the residual effect on other
commercial and retail businesses. We are by no means a wealthy
community and the effects of a closure would be more significant than
other communities that do not rely on the military presence for much
of their livelihood.

. This community has supported the base like no other community over
the last 50 years. We’ve done so financially, morally, spiritually, and
above all, consistently.



9. You are tasked with an unbelievably difficult assignment and [ am
trying to provide you with information why Cannon should not be on
the list for closure.

Skip Overdier
Associate Broker
Coldwell Banker Colonial Real Estate
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COLONIAL REAL ESTATE 4201 N. Prince
Clovis, NM 88101
(800) 933-6873
(505)769-1951

To: Mr. James Hansen
From: Skip Overdier
4201 N. Prince St.
Clovis, NM 88101
Subject: Closure of Cannon Air Force Base

1. ’m writing to express what I feel are reasons why Cannon AFB
should not be closed. I am a retired Chief Master Sergeant and have
spent 30+ years in the Air Force. I have assigned to 14 bases during
my career and spent short periods of time at over 15 other bases
performing temporary duty. I think I can speak from experience when
I tell you that no Air Force Base I have ever been at has the facilities,
training capabilities and community support that I have seen at
Cannon AFB.

2. Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. The base has an
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. The New
Mexico Training Range Initiative, when implemented, will allow
pilots to fly supersonic training missions. This coupled with the
almost perfect weather we enjoy year round allows our pilots to train
for real-life situations.

3. The Melrose bombing range is literally seconds from the end of the
runway. This allows pilots to be airborne and begin their training
operations without wasting fuel just to get to the range.



. Cannon has the space and facilities to incorporate joint warfare
training under a number of different scenarios. It also has the ability
to support future training missions such as the F-22, Joint Strike
Fighter and other military aircraft.

. Eastern New Mexico and West Texas are home to a large military
retiree population. These people rely on Cannon for healthcare,
shopping facilities, and more. There is no other installation close by
to serve the retired military.

. The local community has had a strong, 50-year relationship with the
base. Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
purchased air easements around Cannon and GAVE them to the Air
Force. The local community purchased land north of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as
Chavez Manor. Our community purchased land west of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway at the base. Leaders in our
community lead the effort to expand and convert the air space to
supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range
Initiative.

. From a financial perspective, the closure of Cannon will devastate the
local economy. In the mid-90’s Cannon was downsized and lost 20%-
25% of their population. The effect it had on the local housing market
was just short of catastrophic. Many of the military member’s houses
were purchased by the government under the Homeowners Assistance
Program through the Corp of Engineers. In most instances these
home were then re-sold for considerably less than market value which
in turn brought down the value of other homes in the area. The
number of Realtors dropped from nearly 100 to less than 50. Multiply
that effect by 4 or 5 times if the base were to close and you can see
what a dramatic effect that will have on just the real estate segment of
our economy. [ can’t begin to tell you the residual effect on other
commercial and retail businesses. We are by no means a wealthy
community and the effects of a closure would be more significant than
other communities that do not rely on the military presence for much
of their livelihood.

. This community has supported the base like no other community over
the last 50 years. We’ve done so financially, morally, spiritually, and
above all, consistently.



9. You are tasked with an unbelievably difficult assignment and I am
trying to provide you with information why Cannon should not be on
the list for closure.

Mo

Skip Overdier
Associate Broker
Coldwell Banker Colonial Real Estate



06102005
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Clovis, NM 88101
(800) 933-6873
(505)769-1951

To: ﬁévfm%w Decins)

From: Skip Overdier

4201 N. Prince St.
Clovis, NM 88101

Subject: Closure of Cannon Air Force Base

1.

[’m writing to express what [ feel are reasons why Cannon AFB
should not be closed. [ am a retired Chief Master Sergeant and have
spent 30+ years in the Air Force. [ have assigned to 14 bases during
my career and spent short periods of time at over 15 other bases
performing temporary duty. [ think [ can speak from experience when
I tell you that no Air Force Base I have ever been at has the facilities,
training capabilities and community support that [ have seen at
Cannon AFB.

Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. The base has an
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. The New
Mexico Training Range Initiative, when implemented, will allow
pilots to fly supersonic training missions. This coupled with the
almost perfect weather we enjoy year round allows our pilots to train
for real-life situations.

. The Melrose bombing range is literally seconds from the end of the

runway. This allows pilots to be airborne and begin their training
operations without wasting fuel just to get to the range.



. Cannon has the space and facilities to incorporate joint warfare
training under a number of different scenarios. It also has the ability
to support future training missions such as the F-22, Joint Strike
Fighter and other military aircraft.

. Eastern New Mexico and West Texas are home to a large military
retiree population. These people rely on Cannon for healthcare,
shopping facilities, and more. There is no other installation close by
to serve the retired military.

. The local community has had a strong, 50-year relationship with the
base. Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
purchased air easements around Cannon and GAVE them to the Air
Force. The local community purchased land north of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as
Chavez Manor. Our community purchased land west of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway at the base. Leaders in our
community lead the effort to expand and convert the air space to
supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range
Initiative.

. From a financial perspective, the closure of Cannon will devastate the
local economy. In the mid-90’s Cannon was downsized and lost 20%-
25% of their population. The effect it had on the local housing market
was just short of catastrophic. Many of the military member’s houses
were purchased by the government under the Homeowners Assistance
Program through the Corp of Engineers. In most instances these
home were then re-sold for considerably less than market value which
in turn brought down the value of other homes in the area. The
number of Realtors dropped from nearly 100 to less than 50. Multiply
that effect by 4 or S times if the base were to close and you can see
what a dramatic effect that will have on just the real estate segment of
our economy. I can’t begin to tell you the residual effect on other
commercial and retail businesses. We are by no means a wealthy
community and the effects of a closure would be more significant than
other communities that do not rely on the military presence for much
of their livelihood.

. This community has supported the base like no other community over
the last 50 years. We’ve done so financially, morally, spiritually, and
above all, consistently.



9. You are tasked with an unbelievably difficult assignment and [ am
trying to provide you with information why Cannon should not be on
the list for closure.

Skip O%erdier

Associate Broker
Coldwell Banker Colonial Real Estate
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COLONIAL REAL ESTATE 4201 N. Prince
Clovis, NM 88101
(800) 933-6873
(505)769-1951

To: Mr. James H. Bilbray
From: Skip Overdier
4201 N. Prince St.
Clovis, NM 88101
Subject: Closure of Cannon Air Force Base

1. I’'m writing to express what I feel are reasons why Cannon AFB
should not be closed. I am a retired Chief Master Sergeant and have
spent 30+ years in the Air Force. [ have assigned to 14 bases during
my career and spent short periods of time at over 15 other bases
performing temporary duty. I think I can speak from experience when
I tell you that no Air Force Base I have ever been at has the facilities,
training capabilities and community support that I have seen at
Cannon AFB.

2. Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. The base has an
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. The New
Mexico Training Range Initiative, when implemented, will allow
pilots to fly supersonic training missions. This coupled with the
almost perfect weather we enjoy year round allows our pilots to train
for real-life situations.

3. The Melrose bombing range is literally seconds from the end of the
runway. This allows pilots to be airborne and begin their training
operations without wasting fuel just to get to the range.



. Cannon has the space and facilities to incorporate joint warfare
training under a number of different scenarios. It also has the ability
to support future training missions such as the F-22, Joint Strike
Fighter and other military aircraft.

. Eastern New Mexico and West Texas are home to a large military
retiree population. These people rely on Cannon for healthcare,
shopping facilities, and more. There is no other installation close by
to serve the retired military.

. The local community has had a strong, 50-year relationship with the
base. Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
purchased air easements around Cannon and GAVE them to the Air
Force. The local community purchased land north of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as
Chavez Manor. Our community purchased land west of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway at the base. Leaders in our
community lead the effort to expand and convert the air space to
supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range
Initiative.

. From a financial perspective, the closure of Cannon will devastate the
local economy. In the mid-90’s Cannon was downsized and lost 20%-
25% of their population. The effect it had on the local housing market
was just short of catastrophic. Many of the military member’s houses
were purchased by the government under the Homeowners Assistance
Program through the Corp of Engineers. In most instances these
home were then re-sold for considerably less than market value which
in turn brought down the value of other homes in the area. The
number of Realtors dropped from nearly 100 to less than 50. Multiply
that effect by 4 or 5 times if the base were to close and you can see
what a dramatic effect that will have on just the real estate segment of
our economy. I can’t begin to tell you the residual effect on other
commercial and retail businesses. We are by no means a wealthy
community and the effects of a closure would be more significant than
other communities that do not rely on the military presence for much
of their livelihood.

. This community has supported the base like no other community over
the last 50 years. We’ve done so financially, morally, spiritually, and
above all, consistently.



9. You are tasked with an unbelievably difficult assignment and [ am
trying to provide you with information why Cannon should not be on
the list for closure.

Skip Overdier
Associate Broker
Coldwell Banker Colonial Real Estate
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COLONIAL REAL ESTATE 4201 N. Prince
Clovis, NM 88101

(800) 933-6873
(505)769-1951

To: Mr. Lloyd “Fig” Newton
From: Skip Overdier

4201 N. Prince St.
Clovis, NM 88101

Subject: Closure of Cannon Air Force Base

l.

I’m writing to express what I feel are reasons why Cannon AFB
should not be closed. I am a retired Chief Master Sergeant and have
spent 30+ years in the Air Force. I have assigned to 14 bases during
my career and spent short periods of time at over 15 other bases
performing temporary duty. I think I can speak from experience when
I tell you that no Air Force Base I have ever been at has the facilities,
training capabilities and community support that [ have seen at
Cannon AFB.

Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. The base has an
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. The New
Mexico Training Range Initiative, when implemented, will allow
pilots to fly supersonic training missions. This coupled with the
almost perfect weather we enjoy year round allows our pilots to train
for real-life situations.

The Melrose bombing range is literally seconds from the end of the
runway. This allows pilots to be airborne and begin their training
operations without wasting fuel just to get to the range.



. Cannon has the space and facilities to incorporate joint warfare
training under a number of different scenarios. It also has the ability
to support future training missions such as the F-22, Joint Strike
Fighter and other military aircraft.

. Eastern New Mexico and West Texas are home to a large military
retiree population. These people rely on Cannon for healthcare,
shopping facilities, and more. There is no other installation close by
to serve the retired military.

. The local community has had a strong, 50-year relationship with the
base. Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
purchased air easements around Cannon and GAVE them to the Air
Force. The local community purchased land north of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as
Chavez Manor. Our community purchased land west of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway at the base. Leaders in our
community lead the effort to expand and convert the air space to
supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range
Initiative.

. From a financial perspective, the closure of Cannon will devastate the
local economy. In the mid-90’s Cannon was downsized and lost 20%-
25% of their population. The effect it had on the local housing market
was just short of catastrophic. Many of the military member’s houses
were purchased by the government under the Homeowners Assistance
Program through the Corp of Engineers. In most instances these
home were then re-sold for considerably less than market value which
in turn brought down the value of other homes in the area. The
number of Realtors dropped from nearly 100 to less than 50. Multiply
that effect by 4 or 5 times if the base were to close and you can see
what a dramatic effect that will have on just the real estate segment of
our economy. I can’t begin to tell you the residual effect on other
commercial and retail businesses. We are by no means a wealthy
community and the effects of a closure would be more significant than
other communtties that do not rely on the military presence for much
of their livelihood.

. This community has supported the base like no other community over
the last 50 years. We’ve done so financially, morally, spiritually, and
above all, consistently.



9. You are tasked with an unbelievably difficult assignment and I am
trying to provide you with information why Cannon should not be on
the list for closure.

Skip Overdier

Associate Broker
Coldwell Banker Colonial Real Estate



COLONIAL REAL ESTATE 4201 N. Prince
Clovis, NM 88101
(800) 933-6873
(505)769-1951

To: Mr. Philip Coyle
From: Skip Overdier
4201 N. Prince St.
Clovis, NM 88101
Subject: Closure of Cannon Air Force Base

1. I’m writing to express what I feel are reasons why Cannon AFB
should not be closed. I am a retired Chief Master Sergeant and have
spent 30+ years in the Air Force. I have assigned to 14 bases during
my career and spent short periods of time at over 15 other bases
performing temporary duty. [ think I can speak from experience when
I tell you that no Air Force Base [ have ever been at has the facilities,
training capabilities and community support that I have seen at
Cannon AFB. :

2. Cannon does not fit the criteria for base closure. The base has an
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. The New
Mexico Training Range Initiative, when implemented, will allow
pilots to fly supersonic training missions. This coupled with the
almost perfect weather we enjoy year round allows our pilots to train
for real-life situations.

3. The Melrose bombing range is literally seconds from the end of the
runway. This allows pilots to be airborne and begin their training
operations without wasting fuel just to get to the range.
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. Cannon has the space and facilities to incorporate joint warfare

training under a number of different scenarios. It also has the ability
to support future training missions such as the F-22, Joint Strike
Fighter and other military aircraft.

. Eastern New Mexico and West Texas are home to a large military

retiree population. These people rely on Cannon for healthcare,
shopping facilities, and more. There is no other installation close by
to serve the retired military.

. The local community has had a strong, 50-year relationship with the

base. Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico,
purchased air easements around Cannon and GAVE them to the Air
Force. The local community purchased land north of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as
Chavez Manor. Our community purchased land west of Cannon and
GAVE it back to the Air Force for the installation of instrument
lighting on the alternate runway at the base. Leaders in our
community lead the effort to expand and convert the air space to
supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range
Initiative. ’

. From a financial perspective, the closure of Cannon will devastate the

local economy. In the mid-90’s Cannon was downsized and lost 20%-
25% of their population. The effect it had on the local housing market
was just short of catastrophic. Many of the military member’s houses
were purchased by the government under the Homeowners Assistance
Program through the Corp of Engineers. In most instances these
home were then re-sold for considerably less than market value which
in turn brought down the value of other homes in the area. The
number of Realtors dropped from nearly 100 to less than 50. Multiply
that effect by 4 or 5 times if the base were to close and you can see
what a dramatic effect that will have on just the real estate segment of
our economy. I can’t begin to tell you the residual effect on other
commercial and retail businesses. We are by no means a wealthy
community and the effects of a closure would be more significant than
other communities that do not rely on the military presence for much
of their livelihood.

. This community has supported the base like no other community over

the last 50 years. We’ve done so financially, morally, spiritually, and
above all, consistently.



9. You are tasked with an unbelievably difficult assignment and [ am
trying to provide you with information why Cannon should not be on
the list for closure.

Skip Eéverdier

Associate Broker
Coldwell Banker Colonial Real Estate
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