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May 20, 2005
To Whom It May Concern:

I am a citizen of Clovis, NM and | am proud to live in a community that supports Cannon Air
Force Base. | have lived in Clovis for 18 years, and in the Texas Panhandle for 19 prior to that, so
Cannon has always been a part of my life. I've read the justification given by the Pentagon for
closing our air base and ask that you please reconsider the DOD's recommendation.

MILITARY NEEDS

Cannon has been home to various types of aircraft and currently houses F16's. Cannon
jets have flown in multiple wars and the F111's from Cannon were instrumental in Desert
Storm; not to mention they were the planes sent by President Reagan to bomb Libya.
Cannon has always had a strong presence everywhere they go. Plus, there is ample
base space and air space available, as well as great weather conditions that allow
almost zero days lost of flight time per year. Cannon and Clovis is wiling and able to
accommodate growth.

Cannon is also home to the Melrose bombing range, and to unlimited air space (up to
50,000 feet in some areas) free from obstacles or hindrances found in larger metropolitan
areas. There is imited risk here: if a jet crashes — normally it hits dirt, not housing units or
schools.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Clovis will be the hardest community hit economically if you go through with this closure.
We will take a -20.5% hit in job losses alone; the next closest impact is Martin County
Indiana at -11.6%. Our loss represents 4 times more (400%) of the cumrent national
average of the employment rate. In a town the size of Clovis, this is tragic. Clovis has built
itself around the base, and much of the livelihood in Clovis relies on base personnel
and/or resources.

The report says that approximately 4,780 jobs would be affected if the base were to
close. While these numbers may be somewhat lower than other areas — based on the
overall population of Clovis, the results will be devastating nonetheless. A large city can
more easily survive a base closure (even with higher numbers than those reflected
above) because of population, but with only 34,000 residents in Clovis - it would kill us. It
will take years and years to rebound from a loss this great, if ever.

Clovis is rural; there are no big businesses knocking on our door begging to come in. We
cannot support a iarger airport, and there are no people to build or buy big high-rise
condominiums. How can we possibly rebound after such an enormous blow? Piease
reconsider the ramifications that this closure would deal us if it were to close.

SUPPORT INFRASTRUCTURES

Cannon provides support/resources for the Melrose bombing range. The range serves
the 27th Fw, B1's out of Dyess (Abilene), 150th ANG (Kirtland), 550th SOS (Special Ops,
Kirtland), B52's {Barksdale AFB, Louisiana), B2's (Missouri), F-117's (Alamogordo), along with
occasional E3's, EC-135's, and whoever else flies within range. It is also used by the Army
for air drop exercises, and both USAF and Army Forward Air Controller training. To say it is
a valuable asset, would be a minor understatement. The facility consists of 66,000 acres,
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with 59,000 acres owned by the Air Force, and has been in use continuously since 1952
and accounts for 4800 sorties annually. They also provide an electronic counter measure
facility for advanced training, as well as night-vision goggle training.

The September 2001 Defensive Training Initiative permitted the use of chaff and flares in
existing airspace contiguous to the Melrose bombing range so that combat-condition
training could occur in response to available simulated ground-based and aircraft
threats. Curmrently, pilots use defensive countermeasures to avoid these threats only in the
restricted airspace over the bombing range. The 27 FW, as the proponent for this action,
conducts defensive training using chaff and flares in surrounding areas. As far as | can tell
by my research, Cannon Air Force Base is the only base in the United States authorized to
utilize this training, thus making the bombing range in Melrose even more of a critical
infrastructure that should remain in place along with the base itself.

Cannon is the ciosest base to PANTEX in Amarillo, Texas, which is a Nuclear weapons
facility. | would consider Cannon to be a huge defensive support infrastructure to this
facility, and the closest fighter jets in reach.

Cannonis a base that is supported by the community. Clovis and the surrounding
communities are proud to have the air base in our presence; we welcome the people it
brings to the areq, the diversity it offers us, and the security of knowing we are protected
and safe.

In closing, | would like to note that Cannon believes in giving back to the community and does
so through volunteer and other charitable work. | have a handicapped daughter that
participates in Special Olympics, and our team benefits greatly from their help. We have
anywhere from 2-50 volunteers at any given time, which shows how much they love our
community and the families that make it up. With this said, 1'd like to ask that you please rethink
the numbers, the loss, and the impact that this closure would have on our community and the
people who live here. And then reconsider the opportunities available at Cannon if kept open.

Clovis is a community that has aiways supported the base, its personnel, and FREEDOM. Our
community will do anything necessary to accommodate the needs of the base and its
personnel. Please consider removing Cannon Air Force Base off the list of base closures.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

. ;@Wm

Gena'Hankins
505-389-4377 or 505-762-6398

We are PROUD of our air base!
We love it and want it to remain a part of our community.
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May 31, 2005

Bngadier General Sue E. Turner

BRAC Commission 06022005
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Brigadier General Turner:

| am a citizen of Clovis, NM and | am proed to live In a communlty that supports Cannon Air Force Base. | have
lived in and around Clovis and Cannon for 30 years, so Cannon has always been a part of my life. I've read the
justification given by the Pentagon for closing our air base and ask that you please reconsider the DOLD's
recommendation,

MILITARY NEEDS

Cannon has been home to various types of gircraft ond currently houses F14's. Cannon jets have flown
in multiple wars and the F111's fram Cannon were instrumeantal in Desert Stom; not to mention they
were the planes sent by President Reagon 1o bombr Libyo, Cannon has always had o strong presence
everywheare they go. Plus, there is ample base space and oir space available, as well as great weather
conditions that ollow almost zerc days lost of flight fime per vear. Cannon and Clovis is wiling and able
to accommodate growth.

Cannon s alss home to the Melrose bombing range, and to unlimited air space (up to 30,000 feet in
sarme areas) free from obstacies or hindrances found in larger metopolitan areas only seconds of flight
fime fram Canncn. The Pecos River naar F, Sumner also was a perfect copy of a nver in rag providing
excellent training for pilots before the invasion is only minutes from Cannen. There s limited risk here; if a
et crashes — normally i hits dirt, not housing units or schools.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Clovis will be the hordest community hit sconcmically if you go through with this closure, We will take a -
20.5% hit in job losses alone; the next closest impact is Martin County Indiang at -11,4%. Our loss
represents 4 Kimes more {4005} of the cument nafional average of the employment rate. In a town the
size of Clowis, this is fragic. Clovis has built itself around the base, ond much of the ivelihood in Clovis
relies on bose parsonnel andfor resources.

The report says that approximately 4,780 jobs would be affected if the base were to close. While these
numbers may be somewhat lower than other areas - bosed on the overall population of Clovis, the
results will be devastating nonetheless. A large city can more adsily survive a base closure feven with
higher numbers than those reflected above| because of population, but with only 34,000 residants in
Clovis — it would kill us. It will take vears and yvears to rebound fraom o loss this great, it ever. These
numpers don't take into consideration the retirea’s that will move as they no longer will have access to
medical and shopping facilities. families that will follow their loved ones in their new deployments, and
small businasses in town that depend on military froops spending maney in their stores.

Clovis is rural: there are no big businesses knacking on our door begging 1o come in. We canngt support
a larger airport even if it is donated, How can we possibly rebound after such an enormous blow?
Plecse racorsider the ramifications that this closure would deal us if it were to close.



SUPFORT INFRASTRUCTURES

Cannon provides support/resources for the Melrose bombing range. The range serves the 27th FW, B1's
out of Dyess [Abilena), 150th ANG [Kirtland)], 550th SOS [Special Ops, Kitland), B52's [Barksdale AFB,
Louvisiana), B2's {Missoud], F-117's {Alarmogordo), along with occasional E3's, EC-135s, and whoever ele
files within range. It s also used by the army for air drop exercises, and bath USAF and Army Forward Air
Controlter training. To say it is a valuaksle asset, would be g minor understaternent, The facility consists of
66,000 acres, with 39,000 ocres owned by the Air Force, and has been in use continuausly since 1952
and accounis for 4800 sorties annually, They dlso provide an electronic counter measure faciity for
advanced training, as well as night-vision gogole fraining.

The September 2001 Defensive Training nitiotive permitted the use of chaff and flares in existing
airspace canfiguous 1o the Melrese bombing range so that combat-condition fraining could occurin
response to availabile simulated grouvnd-based and aircralt threats. Cumently, pilots use defensive
couvnfermeasures o avaid these thredts only in the restricted arrspace over the bombing range. The 27
Fw, as the proponent for this action, conducts defensive fraining using chaff ond flares in surmounding
areds. As far as | con tell by my research, Cannon Air Force Bose is the only bose in the United States
authorized to utilize this training. thus making the bombing range in Malrase even more of o crifical
infrastructure that should remain in place glong with the base Hself. it would be costly o re-home
Melrose Bornbing Range as the Air Force must provide Firefighters on site at all times.

Cannon is the closest base to PANTEX in Amarillo, Texas, which is o Nuclear weapans facilty. 1 would
consider Cannon to be a huge defensive support infrastruciure 1o this focility, ond the closest fighter jets
in reach.

Cannen is a base that is supported by the community. Clovis and the surcunding commurnities are
proud to have the air base in our presance; wea welcome the people it brings 1o the areq. the diversity it
offers us, and the security of knowing we are protected and safe,

In closing. | would like to note that Cannon believes in giving back to the community and does so through
volunteer and other charitable waork, With this said, 1'd like to ask that you please rethink the numbers, the loss.
and the impact that this closure would have on our community and the people who live hers, And then
reconsider the opportunities gvailable at Canneon if kept cpen.

Clowvis is a cammunity that has always supported the base, its personnel, and FREEGOM. Our comemunity will do
anything necessary to accommeodate the needs of the base and ils personnel. We have proven this many
times in the past by purchasing dir easements and land around Connon and giving therm to the Air Force, not
to mention lobbying for. and attaining. supersonic capability in Cannon's air space. in surnmary, the
commmunity has reqched out and supported the bass like no other community over the Iast 30 yeors, We've
dane so financially, morally, spirfucily and above all, consistently,

Please consider removing Cannon Air force Base off the fist of base closures.
Thank you for your fime.,

Sincerely,

!.3114 % W.-\
\Jd/e Harmoar

S05-389-4240 or 505-683-6%7 4

We are PROUD of our air base!
We love |t and want it o remain a part of our community.



May 31, 2005

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 0 6 022 00 5
BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Sutte 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Skinner:

I am a citizan of Clovis, N and 1 am proud 1o live in a community that suppords Cannon Air Force Base. | have
lived in ond around Clovis and Cannon for 30 years, so Cannon has always been g part of my life. I've read the
Justification given by the Pentagon far closing our air base and sk that you please reconsider the DOD's
recommencation,

MILITARY NEEDS

Cannon has been home to various fypes of aircraft and curently houses F146's, Cannon jets have flown
in multiple wars and the F111's from Cannon were instrumental in Desert $torm; not 1o rmention they
were the planes sent by President Reqgan to bomb Libya, Cannon has always had a strong presence
everywhera they go. Plus, there is ample base space and air space available, as well as great weather
conditions that allow almost zero days lost of flight time per yeor, Cannon and Clovis is willing and able
to accommodote gromwth.

Cannon is Qlso home o the Melresa bombing range. and to unlimited air space (up to 50,000 feet I
some areqs) free from abstacles or hindrances found in larger metropalitan areqs only seconas of fight
tirne from Cannon, The Pecos River near Ft. Sumner also was a perfect copy of anverin rgg providing
excelent training for pilots before the invasion is only minutes from Connon. There is limited risk here; if a
jet crashes — normally i1 hits dirt, not housing units or schools,

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Clovis will e the hardest comemunity hit economically if you go through with this closure, We will take o -
20.5% hit in job iosses alone; the next closast impact is Martin County Indiana at -11.6%. Qur loss
represents 4 imes more {(400%) of the curent national average of the employment rate, In o tfown the
size of Clovis, this is tragic. Clawis has built itself around the base. and much of the livelhood in Clovis
relies on base personnel andfor resources,

The report says thot opproximately 4.780 jobs would be affected if the base were 1o close, While these
numbers may be scmewhat lower than other areas - based on the averall population of Clovis, the
results will be devastating nonetheless. A large ity can more easily survive a base closure [even with
higher nurmters than those reflected above) bacauvse of population, but with only 34,000 residents in
Clavis = it would kill us, It will lake yvears and years to rebaund from a |oss this great, if ever, Thaese
rnumitzers don't take into considerotion the retirea’s that will move as they no longer will hagve access to
medical and shopping facilities, families that will follow thair loved ones in their new deployments, and
small pusinesses in fown that depend on rmilitary froops spending money in their stores,

Clovis is rural; there are no big businessas knocking on our door Begging to come in, We cannot support
a larger airport evenif it is donated. How can we possibly rebound after such an enormous blow?
Please reconsider the ramifications that this closure would deal us if it were 1o close.
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SUPPORT INFRASTRUCTURES

Cannon provides support fresourcas for the Melrose bombing range. The range serves the 27th Fw, Bis
out of Dvess [Abilene), 150th AMG {Kirtland], 550th S08 (Spacial Ops. Kilgnd), BS5Z's (Barksdale AFB,
Lovisiana), BZ's (Missoun), F-1177 {Alamogordo), along with occasional E3's, EC-135%s, and whoever else
fligs within range. It is also used by the Army for oir drop exercises, and both USAF and Army Forward Air
Confroller fraining. To say it is a valuable assat, would be o minor understatement. The tacility consists of
64,000 acres, with 59,000 acres owned by the Air Force, and has been in use continugusly since 1952
and accounts for 4800 sorties annually. They also provide an elechonic counter measure facility for
advanced training, as well as night-vision goggle training.

Tha Sapternber 2001 Defensive Training Inifiative permittad the use of choff and flares in existing
airspace cantiguous o the Melrose bombing range so that combat-condition training could occurin
response to avoiloble simulated ground-based and aitcraft threats. Currently, pilots use defensive
countermeasures o avoid these threats oniy in the restrictad airsspace over the bombing range. The 27
FW, as the proponent for this action, conducts defensive fraining using chaff and flares in sumounding
areqs. As far as | can tell by my research, Connan Air Forcs Base is the only base in the United States
authonzed to utilize this fraining, thus making the bombing range in Melrose even more of a critical
infrastructure that should remdainin ploce along with the base itself. It would be costly o re-horne
relrose Bombing Ronge as the Air Force rmust provide Frefighters on site at all times.

Cannon is the closest base to PANTEX in Amarilio, Texos, which is o Nuclear weapaons facility. 1 would
consider Cannan to be o huge defensive support infrastructure to this facility, and the closest fighter jets
in reach,

Cannon is @ base thot is supported by the comrmunity. Clovis and the surounding communities are
proud to have the air base in our presence; we welcome the people it brings 1o the ared, the diversity it
offers us, and the security of knowing we are protected and sofe.

in closing. | would like to note that Connon beleves in giving back to Ihe community and does so through
volunteer and other chorfable work. With this said, I'd like to ask that you please rethink the numbers, the loss,
and the impact that this closure would have on our commurity and the people who live here. And then
reconsider the opportunities available at Cannon if kept open.

Clovis is a community that has aways supported the base, its personnel, cnd FREEDOM. Our community will do
anything necessary to accammodate the needs of the bose and its perscnnel. We have proven this many
times in the past by purchasing air easements and land around Cannen and giving them to the Air Force, not
1o mention lebbying for, and attaining, supersonic capability in Cannon's air space. In summary. the
community has recched out and supported the base ke no other community over the last 50 years. wWe've
done sa financially, morally, spirtually and above all, consistenthy,

Flease consider removing Cannon Air Force Base off the list of base closures,
Thank you for your time.

Sincerety,

o Hqumon

Joe Hamar

We are PROUD of our air base!l
We love #t and want it fo remain a part of our community.



May 31, 2005

General James T. Hill

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street 06032005
Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear General Hill:

lam g citizen of Clovis, MM and | am proud to live in a comrmunity thot supports Cannon Alr Force Base. | have
ved in and around Clovis ond Cannon for 30 years, so Cannon has always been a part of my life. I've read the
justification given by the Pentagon for closing our air base and ask that you please reconsider the DOD's
recommendation.

MILITARY MEEDS

Cannan has beern home to various types of aircraft and currently houwses F14's. Cannon jets have flown
in multiple wars and the F111°s from Cannon were instrumental in Deseart Storm; not to menfion they
were the planes sent by President Recgan 1o bomb Libya, Connon hos always had a strong prasence
everywhere they go. Plus, there i ormple base spoce and air space avalable, as well as great weather
conditions that cllow almost 2ero days lost of flight time per year. Cannon and Clovis is willing and able
to accommodate growth.

Cannon is also home 1o the Melrose bombing range, and ta unlimited dir space [up 1o 50.000 feet in
some areas) free from obstacles or hindrances found in larger metropolitan areas only seconds of fight
fime from Cannon. The Pecas River near Ft. Sumner also was a perfect copy of a river in Irog providing
excellent training for pilots before the invasion is only minutes from Cannen. There is imited risk here; ifa
et crashes — normally i1 hits dirt, not housing units or schools,

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Clovis will e the hardest community hit economically if you go through with this closurs, We will take o -
20.5% hit in job losses alene: the next closest impact is martin County Indiona at -11.6%. Qur 10ss
represents 4 imes more {(400%) of the cument naticnal average of the employment rate, n o fown the
size of Clovis, this is tragic. Clovis has built itself around the base. and much of the livelihood in Clovis
relies on base personnel andfor resources,

The repart says that approximotely 4,780 jobs would be affected if the base were 1o close. While thase
numbers may be somewhat lower than other areqs - based on the overall population of Clovis, the
results will be devastating nonetheless. A large city con more easily survive a base closure [even with
higher numbers than those reflected above] because of papuiation, but with only 34,000 residents in
Clovis — it would kil us. It will take years and years to rebound from a loss this great, if ever. These
numbers don't take into consideration the retiree's that will move as they no longer will have access to
medical and shopping facilities, families that will follow their loved ones in their new deployments, and
small businesses in town that depend on military troops spending money in their stores.

Clovis is rural; there are no hig businesses knocking on our door begging to come in. we cannot support
o larger arport even if it is donoted. How can we possibly rebound gfter such on enormous Dlow®
Flease reconsider the ramifications that this closure would deal us if it were to close.



SUPPORT INFRASTRUCTURES

Cannan provides suppartfresourcas for the Melrose bombing range. The range serves the 27th Fw, B1's
out of Dyess (Abilens), 150th ANG (Kitland), 350th $OS [Special Ops, Kirtland), BaZ's {Barksdale AFB,
Louisiona), B2's {Missouri), F-117's {Alomoegordo), along with occasional E3's, EC-135's, ond whoever else
flies within range. It is glso used by the army for air drop exercises. and both USAF and Army Forward Air
Controller fraining. To say it is a valuable asset, would be a minor understatement. The facility consisis of
66,000 acres, with 59 000 acres owned by the Alr Force, and has Beean in use continuously since 1952
and accounts for 4800 sorties annually. They also provide an electronic counter measure facility for
Qavanced training, as wel as night-visicon goggle raining.

The September 2001 Defensive Training nitiotive permitted the use of chaff ond flares in existing
aispace caontiguous to the Malrase bombing range 5o that combat-condition training could ocour in
response 1o available simulated ground-based and aircraft threats. Cumently, pilots use defensive
countermeasures 1o avoid these threats oniy in the resticted gispoce over the bombing range. The 27
Fw, as the propanent for this action, conducts defensive fraining using chaff and flares in surounding
areds. As far as | can tell by my research, Cannon Air Force Base is the only base in the United States
authonized to utilize this training, thus making the bombing range in Melrose even more of a crifical
infrastructure that should remain in place along with the bose el it would be costly 1o re-home
Melrose Bombing Range as the Air Force must provide Firefighters on site gt all fimes,

Cannon is the closest base to PANTEX in Amarillo, Texas, which is o Nuclear weapons facility. | would
consider Cannon to be a huge defensive support infrastructure to this facility, and the closest fighter jets
inreach,.

Cannon is o basa that is supported by the community. Clavis and the sumounding communities are
proud to have the air base in our presence; we wealcome the peaple it bings to the area. the diversity it
offers us, and the security of knowing we agre protected and safe.

In closing, | would like fo note that Cannon believes in giving back 1o the community and does so through
voluntear and other charitable work. With this said, I'd like to ask that you please rethink the numbers, the loss.
and the impact thot this closure would have on our community and the people who live here. And then
reconsider the opportunities available at Cannon if kept opsn.

Clovis is @ community that has atways supported the base, its persannel, and FREEDOM. Qur community will do
anything necessary to accommodate the needs of the base and its personnel, we have proven this many
times in the past by purchasing i easements and land around Cannon and giving them to the Air Force, not
to mention Jobbying for, and attgining, supersenic capakility in Cannom’s air space. 1N summary, the
cammunity has reached out and supported the bose ke no other commiunity over the last 50 years. we've
dong so financially, marally, spiritually and abave all, consistently,

Please consider remanving Cannon Alr Force Bose off the list of base closures.
Thark vou for your time.

Sincerely,

g_,éy Hawna

505-389-4260 or 505-483-6%974

We are PROUD of our qir base!
We love it and want it to remain a part of our community,



May 31, 2005

roe
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The Honorable James V. Hansen .
BRAC Commission : _
2521 South Clark Street 06032005
Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioner Hansen:

i am a citizen of Clovis, Nk and | om proud to live In o community that supports Cannon Alr Force Base.  have
lived in and around Clavis and Cannon for 30 years, so Cannon has always beean a part of my life. I've read the
justificafion given by the Pentagon for ciosing our air base and ask that you please reconsider the DOD's
recommendation,

MILITARY MEEDS

Cannon has been home to variows types of gircratt and cumently houses F14°s. Cannon jets have flown
in multiple wars ond the F111's from Cannon were instrumental in Desert Storm; not to mention they
were the planes sent by Prasident Reagan to bomb Likya, Cannon has always had g shrong presence
everywhere they go. Flus, there is ample bass spoce and gir space availoble, as well s great weathet
conditions that allow almost zero days lost of flight fime per year. Cannon and Clovis is wiling and able
to accommodate growth.

Cannon is also home to the Melfose bombing rangs, ond to unlimited gir space {up to 50,000 feet in
some areqs) free from abstacles or hindrances found in larger metropolitan areas only seconds of flight
tirme from Cannen. The Pecos River near FL. Sumner also wos o perfect copy of a river in Irag providing
excellent fraining tor pilcts before the invasion is aniy minutes from Cannon, There is imited risk haresif o
1et crashes = normalky it hits dift, not housing wnits or schools,

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Clovis will be the hardest community hit economicaily if you go through with this closure, We will take a -
20.5% hit in job losses alone; the next closest impact is Mortin County Indiona at -11.6%. Our loss
represents 4 imes more (400%) of the cument natiorol average of the employment rate. In o town the
size of Clowvis, this is tragic. Clovis has built itself around the base, and much of the livelihood in Clovis
relies on base parsonns and/or resources.

Tha report says that approximately 4,780 jobs would be affected if the base were 1o close. While these
nurmbers may be somewhat ipwer than other areas - based on the overall population of Clovis, the
rasutts will be devastating nonetheless. A large city can more sosily survive a base closure {even with
higher numbers than those reflected abave) because of population, but with only 34,000 residents in
Clovis — it would kill us. It will take years and years 1o rebound from a loss this great, if ever. These
numizers don't toke into consideration the refiree's that will mave as they no longer will have access to
rmedical and shopping facilities, faomilies that will follow thair loved ones in their new deployments, and
smalkt businesses in town thot depend on military froops spending money in their stores.

Clovis is rurgl: there are no big businesses knocking on our door begging to come in, We cannot support
a larger airport even if it is donated. How can we passibly rebound after such an enormous blow?
Pleass reconsider the ramifications that this closure would deal us if it were to Close,



SUPPQRT INFRASTRUCTURES

Cannon provides support/resources for the Melrose bombing ronge. The range serves the 27th Fyd, B1's
out of Dyess [Abileng], 150th ANG {Kirtland), S50th SOS (Special Ops. Kirtland), BS2's {Barksdale AFE,
Lovistang), B2's [Missouri), F-117' [Alomogordo), along with occasional E3's, EC-1335', and whoever glse
flies within range. It is also used by the Army for air drop exercises, ond both USAF and Armny Forward Air
Confroller training. To say it s a vaivable asset, would be a minor understatement. The tacility consists of
64,000 acres, with 59 000 acres owned by the Air Force, and has been in yse canfinuously since 1952
and accounts for 4800 sorfies annually, They alsa provide an eleckonic counter measure facility for
advanced fraining, as well as night-vision goagle fraining.

The September 2001 Defensive Training Initiative permitted the use of chaff and flares in existing
airspace configuous to the Melrose bombing range so that combat-condition training could occcurin
rasponse 1o available simulated ground-based and aireraft threats, Cumendly, pilots use defensive
countermeasures to avoid these threats only in the restricted girspace over the bombing range. The 27
FW. as the proponent for this action, conducts defensive training wsing chaff and flares in surounding
areas, As for gs | can tell by my ressarch, Cannon Air Force Base is the aonly base in the United States
authorized o ufiize this training. thus maoking the bombing range in Melrose ever more of g criticol
imfrastructure that should remain in place dlong with the base itself, It would be costly 1o re-home
Melrose Bomibzing Range s the Air Force must pravide Firefighters on site at all times,

Cannon s the closest base to PANTEX in amarille, Texas. which is a Nuclear wedpons facility. | would
considler Cannon 1o be g huge defensive support infrastructure 1o this facility, and the closest fighter jets
in reach,

Cannon is a base thot is supported by the community. Clovis and the surounding commurities are
proud o have the air base in aur presence; we welcorme the peopie it brings to the areq, the diversity it
offers us, and the security of knowing we ore protected and safe.

In closing. | would like 1o note that Cannon believes in giving back to the community ond does so through
volunteer and other chantable work. With this said, I'd ke to ask that you pleqse rethink the nurmbers, the foss,
and the impact that this clasure would have on cur community ond the people who live here. And then
reconsider the opporunities ovaillable ot Cannon if kept open.

Clovis is @ cornmunity that has abways supparted the bose, its personnel, and FREEDOM, Our community will do
anything necessary to accommodate the needs of the base and its personnel. We have proven this many
times in the past by purchasing air easements and land around Cannon and giving them to the Air Force, not
1o mention lobbying for. and attaining, supersonic capability in Cannon's air space. In summary, the
community has reqched out and supported the base like no othsar community over the last S0 vears, we've
done 5o financially, marally, spirtually and above all, consistently.

Pleqse consider ramaving Connan Air Force Base off the list of base closures,
Thark you for your firme,

Sincerely,

%O/W\a_\

o Hamar
B05-389-4250 or SO5-4683-4974

We are PROUD of our qir base!
We love it and want it fo remaln @ part of our community.



May 31, 2005 06 032005

(eneral Lloyd W. Newton
BRAC Commissicn

2521 South Clark Street
Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear General Newton:

| arm a citizen of Clovis, N and | am proud fo live In a cammunity that supports Cannon Alr Force Base. | have
lived in and arcund Clovis and Cannon for 30 yedrs, so Cannon has abways been a part of my life. I've read the
justification given by the Pentagon for closing our air base and ask that you plecse reconsicer the DOD's
recommeandation.

MILITARY NEEDS

Cannon has been home to varous typss of aircraft and currently houses F14's, Cannon jets have flown
in mulliple wars and the F111's from Cannon were instrurmantal in Desert Storm: not to mention they
wera the planes sent by President Reagan to bomiy Libya, Cannon has always had a strong presence
everywhere they go. Plus, there is ample base space and air space available, as well as great weoather
conditions that allow olmost zero days lost of flight fime per vear. Cannon and Clovis is wiling and able
fo accommaodate growth,

Cannon is also home 1o the Melrose bombing range, and to unlimited qir space (up to 50.000 feet in
same argas) free from obstacles or hindronces found in larger melropolitan areas only seconds of flight
time from Cannen. The Pecos River near Ft. Sumner ako was a perfect copy of a river in Irpg providing
axcellent fraining for pilots before the invasion is only minutes from Cannon. There is limited risk herg; if
jet crashes - narmally it hits dirt, net howsing units or schools.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Clavis will be the hardest cormmunity hit ecornomically if you go through with this closure. We will take a -
20.5% hit in job losses alone; the next closest impact is Madin County Indiana at -11.6%. Our loss
rapresents 4 imes more (4007%) of the current national average of the employment rate. In a fown the
size of Clowis, this is tragic. Clovis has built itself around the base, and much of the iveliheod in Clovis
refies on base parsonnal and/or resources.

The report says that opproximataly 4,780 jobs would be affected if the base werea to ciose. While these
nurmbers may be somewhat lower than other areas - based on the overall population of Clovis, the
rasults will be devastating nonetheless, A large city can more egsily survive o base closure [aven with
higher nurmnbers than those reflected obove) because of populotion, but with only 34,000 residents in
Ciovis — it would kill us. It will fake years and years to rebound fram a loss this great, if ever. These
numbpers don't take into considaeration the retiree's that will move os they no longer will have access to
medical and shopping facilities, families that will follow their loved anes in their new deployments, and
small businesses in town that depend on military froops spending money in their storas.

Clovis is rural; there ore no big businesses knocking on our door begging to come in, We cannat support
a larger airport even if it is donated. How can we possibly rebound after such an enormous blow?
Flease recansider the ramifications that this closure would decdl us if it were to close.



SUPPORT INFRASTRUCTURES

Cannon provides supportfresources for the Melrose bombing range. The range serves the 27th Fw, B1's
out of Dyess {Abilens], 130th ANG [Kintland), 530th SO5 [Special Ops, Kitlkand), BS2s {Barksdale AFB,
Louisiong), B2's {Missour), F-117's {Alomogordo), along with occasional E3's, EC-135's, and whoever alse
flizs within range, It is also used by the Army [or o drop exercises, and both USAF and Army Forward Alr
Controller training. To say it is a valuable assel, would be a minor understaterment. The facility consists of
66,000 acres, with 59,000 acres owned by the Air Force, and has been in use contfinuausly since 1952
and accounts for 4800 sorties annually. They also provide an electronic counter measure facility for
advanced training, as well as night-vision goggle training.

The September 2001 Defensive Training Initictive permitted the use of chaff and flores in existing
aispace cobtiguous to the Melrase bombing range so that combat-condition training could occurin
response to available simulated groundHiased and oircraft threats. Comently, pilots use defensive
countermeasures to avoid these thraats only in the restricted aispoce over the bombing range, The 27
Fw, 05 the propanent for this gction, conducts defensive training using chaff ond flares in sumounding
areas. As far g3 | can tall by my research. Cannon Ar Force Base i the only base in the United States
authotized to uliize this training, thus making the bombing range in Melrose even more of g crfical
infrastructure that should remain in place along with the base itself. t would be costly to re-home
Melrose Bombing Range as the Air Farce must provide Frefighters on site at gl fimes.

Cannon is the closest base to PANTEX in Amarillo, Texas, which is a Nuclear weapons facility. | would
consider Cannon to be a huge defensive support infrastructure to this facility, and the closest fighter jets
in reqach.

Cannonis 9 base that s suppeorted by the community. Clavis and the sumounding communities are
proud o have the air base in our presence; we welcome the people it brings to the araa, the diversity it
ofters us, and the security of knowing we are protected and safe.

In closing, 1 would like to note that Cannon believes in giving back to the cormmunity and does so through
volunteer and other charitable work, With this said, 'd like to ask that you plegse rethink the numbers, the loss,
and the impact that this closwre would have on our community and the people who live here. And then
reconsider the apportunities available at Cannon if kept open.

Clovis is a community that has abways supported the base, its personnel, and FREEDOM, Our community will da
anything necessary to accormmodate the needs of the base and its personnel, We have proven this mary
tirmes in the past by purchasing air easements and land around Cannon ond giving them to the Air Force, not
to mention lobbying for, and ataining. supersonic capability in Cannen's Gir space. In summaty, the
community has reachad out and supported the base like no other community over the last 50 years. We've
dane sa financially, morgily, spiritually and aibove all, consistently,

Flease consider removing Cannan Air Force Base off the fist of base closures,
Thank vou for your time.

Sinceraly,

/ |

S05-389-4240 or S05-683-6%74

We are PRCUD of our air base!l
We love it and want i} o remain o part of our community.



