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May 20, 2005

BRAC COMMISSION 086
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 10209 5
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: L1 Po1cc Briey. Aen, Sce Eley Tenny,

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force
Base, I want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list.

I feel this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make
Cannon a special base. [ want you to consider this plea along with those of our
community and surrounding area.

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers. This makes
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in
the day, I thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation.

The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace.

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our
farm land with no problems. It is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice
maneuvers.

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help
them meet each need whether it be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer
them closeness to God as a family. We comfort them when they have family members
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are ill or loose a loved one.
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason
to come back to Clovis to retire.

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in years. They are
very concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran
retirees serve on local civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their
independence and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very

affordable.



There is a brand new Veteran’s Clinic in our community and many military families use
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical needs for the military when the base
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emergency Room, and
adding a Cancer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing.

This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our
economic base for our surrounding businesses.

The two area colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their families can
continue to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or
Portales. They offer online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They offer
child care as well.

Over 3/4™ of my income as a Realtor came from selling and reniing homes to Veterans. I
have 7 web sites and I start a dialog sometimes over a year before actual orders are
signed when they may be coming to Cannon to get a local relocation packet, housing,
school, recreational information. I feel as if I know my clients long before their arrival.
Many have bought homes sight unseen because I have met their needs by taking video
and digital pictures of neighborhoods, measured the room sizes and provided any
information necessary to help make them an informed decision. I usually have their loans
approved often with the assistance of local lenders who partner in their buying process. It
makes the veterans feel taken care of coming to an unknown community.

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but soon there is more to be found in Clovis
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the
community. The veterans learn to love us as we love them.

I want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and
consider the impact on our local area communities and our economy.

In addition the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis.

Countless families want to stay here, but will go if sent somewhere else, but if given the
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them.

Sincerely,
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BRAC COMMISSION
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202 06102005

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: a\% Ao ‘%ﬂm# T N Lf

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force
Base, I want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the basc closure list.

1 feel this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make
Cannon a special basc. I want you to consider this plea along with those of our
community and surrounding area.

First of all we have over 300 good Mying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime ot night flying maneuvers. This makes
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in
the day, 1 thank God for allowing them to protect us and cur nation.

The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace.

The Melrose bombing ranpe is only seconds away for great training and blends into our
farm land with no problems. i1 is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice
IANCUVETS,

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help
them mect each necd whether it be (o find schools for their children. homes to rent or
buy. suggestions of places to eal, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer
them closeness to God as a fammilv. We comfort them when they have family members
who must be deploved. We give them our hugs when they are ill or loose 2 loved one.
These are seme of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason
to come back to Clovis to retire.

QOur military retirees now arc a great number of our area population and have a great
voice in our local, state and national government. Many arc getting up in years. They are
very concemed over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran
retirces serve on local civic government positions: have tcaching positions, and other
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their
independence and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxcs are very low and housing is very
affordable.




There is a brand new Veteran’s Clinic in our community and many military families use
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical needs for (he military when the base
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emerpency Room, and
adding a Cancer and Ileart Wing, The hospital would not have considered making thesc
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing,

This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our
economi¢ base for our surrounding businesses.

The two arca collepes are alse a great plus factor as all the military and their familics can
continue to work on furthering their education whilc they are stationed here in Clovis or
Portales. They ofter online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They offer
child care as well.

Over 3/4™ of my income as a Realtor came from selling and renting homes to Veterans. [
have 7 web sites and I start a dialog sometimes over a year before actual orders are
signed when they may be coming to Canmon to gel a local relocation packet, housing,
school, recreational information. I feel as if [ know my clients long hefore their arrival,
Many have bought homes sight unscen because I have met their needs by taking video
and digital pictures of neighborhoods, measured the room sizes and provided any
information necessary 1o help make them an informed decision. 1 usually have their loans
approved often with the assistance of local lenders who partner in their buying process, It
makes the veterans feel taken care of coming to an unknown Community.

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of vear
where the land is flat and ihe grass is brown, but scon there js more to be found in Clowvis
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. 1t is the fricndliness and caring of the
community, The veterans learn to love us as we love them.

I want to personaliy plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and
consider the impact on our {ocal area communities and our economy,

In addition the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis,
Countless families want to stay here, but will po if sent somewhere cise, but if given the
choice, Clovis is like no other home to them.

Sincerely,

L
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BRAC COMMISSION 06102005
2521 South Clark Streel. Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: ,JM A Srgl_%m, 4

As 4 concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force
Base, | want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list,

I feel this was a judgment cali made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make
Cannon a special base. ! want you to consider this plea along with those of our
community and surrounding area.

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with
very little rain or snow. It is exccllent for daytime or night flying manecuvers. This makes
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in
the day, I thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation.

The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for
grealer missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace.

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our
farm land with no problems. It is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice
Maneuvers.

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for fumilies to take them under
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help
them meet each need whether il be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop, We bring them into our churches and offer
them closcness to Ciod as 4 family. We comfort thern when they trave family members
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are i1 or loose a Joved one,
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason
to come back to Clovis to retire.

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great
voice in our local, state and national povernment. Many are getting up in years. They are
very concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran
retirees serve on local civic povernment positions; have teaching positions, and other
incore which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their
independence and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very
aflordable.




There 15 4 brand new Veteran's Clinic in our community and many military families use
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just
hired 60 new doctors te help provide the medical needs for the military when the base
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emergency Room, and
adding a Cancer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these
costly improvements it they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing.

This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our
economic basc for our surrounding businesses.

The two arca colleges are also a great plus factor as all the militury and their families can
contintue to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or
Portales. They offer online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They offer
child care as well.

Over 3/4™ of my income as a Realtor came from selling and renting homes to Veterans. |
have 7 web sites and I start 2 dialog sometimes over a year before actual orders are
signed when they may be coming te Cannon to get a local relocation packel, housing,
school, recreational information. I feel as if I know my clients long before their arrival,
Many have bought homes sight unseen becausc I have met their needs by taking video
and digital pictures ol neighborhoods, measured the room sizes and provided any
information necessary to help make them an informed decision. ! usually have their loans
approved often with the assistance of local lenders who partner in their buying process. it
makes the veterans feel taken care of coming to an unknown community.

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but scon there is more to be found in Clovis
than rolling grecn hills and lots of irees. It is the Iriendliness and caring of the
community. The veterans fearnt 1o Jove us as we love them.

I want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and
consider the impaet on our local area communities and our cconomy.

In addivon the air foree personnel stationed here at Cannort do not want to leave Clovis.

Countless tamilies want (o stay here, but will go if sent somewhere else, but it given the
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them.

Sincerely,
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BRAC COMMISSION
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 06102005
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: &C&Tﬂf va’i' .ﬂjd{/tj. M!}’l@ﬂ 9” .

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force
Base, [ want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list.

I feel this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make
Cannon a special base. [ want you to consider this plea along with those ol our
community and surrounding area.

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a vear. We have bright sunny weather with
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime or night flving maneuvers. This makes
for perfect training. When citizens hear the pianes flying at night or zooming around in
the day, I thank God for allowing them to proteet us and our nation.

The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will atlow for
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace.

The Melrose bombing runge is only seconds away for great training and blends into our
farm land with no problems. It is vital 10 training missions for war time planes to practice
Manguvers.

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help
them mest each need whether it be to find schools lor their children, homes to reni or
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer
them closeness to God as a famnily. We comiort them when they have family members
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are il or loose a loved one.
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason
to come back to Clovis 1o retire.

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a grcat
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in years. They are
vety concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen, Many veteran
tetirees serve on local civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their
independence and be productive citizens, Many returned to Clovis or elecled to retire
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing s very
aflordable.




There is a brand new Veteran’s Clinic in our community and many military families use
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical necds for the military when the base
hospital was closcd. They are doing major renovations to the Emergency Room, and
adding a Cancer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Foree Base closing.

This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our
economic base for cur surrounding businesses,

The two area colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their families can
continuc to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or
Portales. They offer online classes as well to not hinder theie busy schedules. They offer
child care as well.

Over 3/4™ of my income as a Realtor came from selling and renting homes to Veterans. |
have 7 web sites and I start a dialog somctimes over a year before actual orders are
signed when they may be coming to Cannon 1o get a loeal relocation packet. housing,
school, recreational information. I feel as if [ know my clients long before their arrival.
Many have bought homes sight unseen because [ have met their necds by 1aking video
and digital pictures of neighborhoods, measured the room sizes and provided any
information necessary to help make them an informed decision. [ usvally have their loans
approved often with the assistance of local lenders who pariner in their buying process. Tt
makes the veterans feel Laken care of coming to an unknown community.

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of vear
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but soon there is more to be found in Clovis
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the
community, The veterans learn 1o love us as we love them.

I want to personally plead with vou o consider and reconsider your previous decision and
consider the impact on our local area communities and our economy.

In addition the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis.

Countless families want to stay here, but wiil go if sent somewhere else, but if given the
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them.

Sincerely,
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BRAC COMMISSION
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 U 6
Arlington, VA 22202 1020905
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Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: /aﬁ %/”/M«c: M ot ?‘)}'\

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Alr Force
Base, | wanl you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannen off the base closure list.

I feel this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make
Cannon a special base, T want you to consider this plea along with those of our
community and surrounding area.

First of all we have over 300 good (lying days a year. We have bright sunny weather with
very little rain or snow. It is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers, This makes
for perfect training. When cltizens hear the planes flving at night or zoeming arcund in
the day. [ thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation.

‘The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for
greater rmssions for many different plancs which need supersonic airspace.

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our
farm land with no problems. Tt is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice
maneuvers.

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help
them meet each necd whether 11 be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or
buy. suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and offer
them closcness to God as o family. We comfort thern when they have family members
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are i1l or loose a loved one.
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason
to come back to Clovis to retire.

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in vears. They arc
very concemed over this disturbing news thal a group of Government officials can
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran
retizees serve on local civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other
income which make their income taxes higher. 5till they are abie to maintain their
independence and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire
here because of our lower cost of living, Property taxes are very low and heusing is very
affordable,




There is a brand new Veteran's Clinic in our community and many military families use
this factlity as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical needs for the military when the base
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emergeney Room, and
adding a Cancer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making thesc
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing,

This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our
cconomic base for our surreunding businesses,

The two area colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their families can
continue to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or
Portales. They offer online classcs as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They otfer
child care as well,

Over 3/4™ of my income as a Realtor came from sciling and renting homes to Veterans. |
have 7 web sites and [ start a dialog sometimes over a year before actual orders are
signed when they may be coming to Cannon 1o get a local relocation packet, housing,
school, recreaticnal information. I feel as if [ know my clients long before their arrival.
Many have bought homes sight unseen because [ have met their needs by taking video
and digital pictures of neighborhoods, measured the room sizes and provided any
informatton necessary to help make them an informed decision. [ usually have their loans
approved often with the assistance of local lenders who partner in their buying process. It
makes the veterans feel taken care of coming to an unknown community.

When they first amrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year
where the land is flat and the grass Is brown, but soon there is more to be found in Clovis
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. !t is the friendliness and caring of the
community. The vetcrans learn to love us as we love them.

1 want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and
consider the impact on our local area communitics and our economy.

In addinien the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis.

Countless families want to stay here. but will go if sent somewhere else, but if given the
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them.

Sincerely,
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BRAC COMMISSION
2521 South Clark Strect, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

(a1 eres M, Kﬂxar:i L. News bon

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS:

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force
Base, [ want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannoen off the base closure list.

I fee! this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make
Cannon a special base. 1 want you Lo consider this plea along with those of our
community and surrounding area,

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a vear. We have bright sunny weather with
very little rain or snow. [ is excellent for duytime or night ying maneuvers. This makes
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zooming around in
the day, I thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation.

The additional air space that is currently being negotiuted for purchase will allow for
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace.

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our
farm land with no problems. It is vital to training missions for war time planes to practice
MANSUVETS.

The air force personne! that come inte Clovis are looking for families to take them under
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help
them meet each need whether it be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or
buy, suggestions of places to cat, or shop. We bring them into our churches and ofler
them closeness to God as a family. We comfort them when they have family members
who musl be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are il! or loose z loved one.
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason
to come back to Clovis to retire.

Our military retirees now are a great number of our area population and have a great
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are getting up in years. They are
very concerned over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen, Many veteran
retirees serve on lecal civic government positions; have teaching positions, and other
income which make their income taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their
independence and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very
affordable.




There is a brand new Veteran®s Clinic in our community and many military families use
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base, The local hospital has just
hired 60 new doctors 1o help provide the medical needs for the military when the base
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations to the Emergency Room, and
adding a Cancer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these
costly improvements if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing.

This news is depleting so much of our local cconomy and will severely hurt our
economic base tor our surrounding businesscs.

The two area colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their families can
continue to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or

Portales. They offer online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They otfer

child care as well.

Over 3/4™ of my income as a Realtor came from selling and renting homes to Veterans, [
have 7 web sites and I start a dialog sometimes over a year before actual orders are
signed when thcy may be coming to Cannon to get a local relocation packet, housing,
school, recreational information. | fecl as if | know my clients long hefore their arrival.
Many have bought homes sight unseen because [ have met their needs by taking video
and digital pictures of neighborhoods, measured the room sizes and provided any
information necessary to help make them an informed decision. [ usually have their loans
approved often with the assistance of local lenders who partoer in their buving process. It
makes the veterans feel taken care of coming o an unknown community.

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but soon there is more to be found in Clovis
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the
community. The veterans learn to love us as we love them.

[ want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and
consider the impact on our local area communities and our economy.

In addition the air force personnel stationed here at Cannon Jo not want o leave lovis,
Countless familics want (o stay here, but will go il sent somewhere clse, but if given the
choice. Clovis is like ne other home to them.

Sincerely,
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RRAC COMMISSION
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202 0619 2005
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Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS: ?/!\NQ af’ &, C@ajﬂ 17

As a concerned citizen ol Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force
Basc, 1 want you to hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the basc closure list.

I feel this was a judgment call made without knowing all the pertinent facts which make
Cannon a special basc. [ want you to consider this plea along with those of our
community and surrounding area,

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a vear. We have bright sunny weather with
very little rain or snow. Tt is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers. This makes
for perfect trainng. When citizens hear the planes lving at night or zooming around in
the day, I thank Ged for ailowing them 10 protect us and our nation.

The additional air spacc that is currenily being negotiated for purchase will allow for
greater missions for many different planes which need supersonic airspace.

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our
farm land with no problems. It is vital to trainming missions for war time planes 1o practice
MAancuvers.

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are looking for families to take them under
their wings and offer them a place to belong. We do (his without reluctance. We can help
them meel each need whether it be to find schools for their children, homes to rent or
buy, suggestions of places 1o eal, or shop. We bring them inte our churches and offer
them closeness to God as a fanmly, We comfort them when they have family members
who must be deployed. We pive them our hugs when they are ill or loose a loved one.
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed here make a personal reason
to come back to Clovis ta retire.

Our military retirees now are a greal number of our arca population and have a great
voice in our Jocal, state and national government. Many arg getling up in years. They arc
very concemed over this disturbing news that a group of Government officials can
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran
retirces scrve on local civic povernment positions; have teaching positions, and other
income which make their income 1axes higher. Still they are able to maintain their
independence and be preductive citizens. Many returned to Clovis er elected to retire
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very
affordable.




There is a brand new Veteran™s Clinic in our community and many military families use
this facility as well as the state of the art Commssary on base. The local hospital has just
hired 60 new doctors to help provide the medical needs for the rlitary when the base
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations (o the Emergency Room, and
adding a Cancer and Heart Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these
costly improvements il they had had knowledge Cannon Air Foree Base closing.

This news 1s depleting so much of our local cconomy and will severely hurt our
economic base for our surrounding businesses.

The two arca colleges are alse a preat plues factor as all the military and their famihes can
continue to work on furthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or

Portales. They ofler online classes as well to not hinder their busy schedules. They offer

child care as well,

Over 3/4" of my income as a Realtor vame from selling and renting homes to Veterans, |
have 7 web sites and I start a dialog sometimes over a yvear before actual orders are
signed when they may be coming to Cannon to get a local relocation packet, housing,
school, reercational information. | feel as if [ know my clients long before their amival.
Many have bought homes sightl unscen because | have met their needs by taking video
anid digital pictures of neighborhoods, measurcd the room sizes and provided any
information necessary (o help make them an informed decision. | usually have their loans
approved often with the assistance of local lenders who pariner in their buying process. It
makes the veterans feel taken care of coming to an unknown community.

When they first arrive the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain time of year
where the land is fat and the grass is brown, bul soomn there is more to be found in Clovis
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the
community. T'he veterans learn to love us as we love them.

[ want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and
consider the impact on our local ares communities and our economy.,

In addition the air foree personnel stationed here at Cannon do not want to leave Clovis.
Countless familics want to stay here, but will go if sent somewhere else, butal given the
choice. Clovis is like no other homne to them.

Singerely, )
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May 20, 2005

BRAC COMMISSION 0 6 1 0 2 0 0 5
2521 South Clark Street, Suoile 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Q &’19, (afuTm Y ?J:ann

Dear BRAC COMMISSIONERS:

As a concerned citizen of Clovis, New Mexico and for the keeping of Cannon Air Force
Base, T want you lo hear my personal reasons for taking Cannon off the base closure list.

1 feel this was a judpment call made without knowing all the pertinent tacts which make
Cannon a speeial base. [ want you to consider this plea along with those of our
community and surrounding area.

First of all we have over 300 good flying days a vear. We have bright sunny weather with
very little rain or snow. [t is excellent for daytime or night flying maneuvers. This makes
for perfect training. When citizens hear the planes flying at night or zeoming around in
the day, | thank God for allowing them to protect us and our nation.

‘The additional air space that is currently being negotiated for purchase will allow for
greater missions lor many different planes which need supersonic airspace.

The Melrose bombing range is only seconds away for great training and blends into our
farm land with no problems. It is vital to traiming missions for war ime planes (o practice
mancuvers.

The air force personnel that come into Clovis are locking for families to take them under
their wings and effer them a place to belong. We do this without reluctance. We can help
them meet cach need whether it be to find schoals for their children, homes to rent or
buy, suggestions of places to eat, or shop. We bring them inle our churches and offer
them closencss 1o God as a family, We comlon them when they have family members
who must be deployed. We give them our hugs when they are ill or Toose a loved one.
These are some of the reasons why many who are stationed herc make a personal reason
to come back to Clovis to retire.

Our military retirees now arc a great number of our area population and have a preat
voice in our local, state and national government. Many are petting up in vears. They are
very concerned over this disturbing news thal a group ol Government officials can
actually change the course of their lives with a single stroke of a pen. Many veteran
retirees serve on local civic povernment positions; have teaching positions, and other
income which make their incoms taxes higher. Still they are able to maintain their
independence and be productive citizens. Many returned to Clovis or elected to retire
here because of our lower cost of living. Property taxes are very low and housing is very
affordable.




There is a brand new Veteran’s Clinic in our community and many military lamilies use
this facility as well as the state of the art Commissary on base. The local hospital has just
hired 60 now doctors 1o help provide the medical needs for the military when the base
hospital was closed. They are doing major renovations 1o the Emergeney Room, and
adding a Cancer and Hearl Wing. The hospital would not have considered making these
costly improvemenis if they had had knowledge Cannon Air Force Base closing.

This news is depleting so much of our local economy and will severely hurt our
cconomic base for our surrounding businesses.

The two arca colleges are also a great plus factor as all the military and their fanilies can
continue t¢ work on lurthering their education while they are stationed here in Clovis or
Portales. They offer online classes as well to not inder thewr busy schedules. They offer
child care as well.

Over 3/4™ of my income as a Reaitor came from selling and renting homes to Veterans. |
have 7 web sites and ! start a dialog sometimes over a year before actual orders are
stgned when they may be coming to Cannon to get a local relocation packet, housing,
school, recreational information. [ feel asf 1 know ty chents long before their arrival.
Many have bought homes sight unseen because 1 have met their needs by taking vidco
and digital pictures ol nelghborhoods, measured the room sizes and provided any
information necessary to help make them an informed decision. T usually have their loans
approved often with the assistance of local lenders who partner in their buying process. Tt
makes the veterans feel taken care of coming to an unknown community.

When they first arrtve the wind may be blowing and we may be in a no rain ime ol year
where the land is flat and the grass is brown, but scon there is more to be found in Clovis
than rolling green hills and lots of trees. It is the friendliness and caring of the
community. The veterans learn to love us as we love them,

I want to personally plead with you to consider and reconsider your previous decision and
consider the impact on ovur local area communities and our economy.

In addition the air force personne! stationed here at Cannon de not want to Jeave Clovis,

Countless families want 1o stay here, but will go il sent somewhere else, but 1l given the
choice. Clovis is like no other home to them.

Singerely,




