DCN: 2096

June 8, 20@) RECENED

BRAC Commission 06132000
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

TO: Rep. James H. Bilbray
SUBJECT: Supporting Cannon Air Force Base NM

| arrived at Cannon AFB in 1964 and found onhe of the finest bases and friendliest
communities | had ever seen. At that time Cannon had two fighter wings. The 474th Wing
and the 27th Wing all F-100 fighters and the 832nd Air Division.

During the next eleven years 1 spent three tours in Viet Nam always coming back to
Cannon AFB by my own choice. While serving at Cannon | was three years as the NCO
Leadership School Commandant and my last years at Cannon as the 27th Wing Senior
Enlisted Advisor under Brig. Gen. John Bennett. As the Senior Enlisted Advisor | always
worked very close with the Committee of 50. |found that the weather, the air-ground
bombing range (Meirose) close to Cannon AFB, and the low density commercial traffic put
Cannon AFB at the top of the list of those bases to be kept and cherished.

As a first sergeant, Wing Senior Enlisted Advisor, and Commandant of the Leadership
School the entire enlisted force under the 27th Wing came under me for morale, health, and
welfare. All of my enlisted people (over 2,500) lived in the Clovis area. During my tenure
Cannon had limited housing available but Clovis was always there with housing and most
Q all the other needs the troops had. The schooling in Clovis and Portales is excellent and the
opportunity for military personnel to further develop their education and obtain a degree is

§ available through the Clovis Community College and Eastern New Mexico University.

After my retirement from the Air Force | was employed by Civil Service mostly as the
foreman of the aircraft paint operation, at that time the F-111 aircraft. | was assighed the
roject of designing a new aircraft paint operating facility. | completed the design and it was

p
3 approved for funds of $6,000,000.00. It was originally designed and intended to be a
\3 reqj ircraft pai job-but that did not happen. To date the paint operation facility
- has a two aircraft wash capability, a prep hanger for one aircraft, and a paint booth with all

environmental safety requirements. At the end of this paint hanger is a bead blast
operation for AGE equipment, bomb trailers, etc. This facility still has unused but unlimited
potential. This is just one example of the many overlooked assets of Cannon AFB.

| in no way can believe that Cannon is on this list for closure. Today | am retired AF
(CMsgt.) and Civil Setvice WL-10 and stayed in Clovis using the base facilities (BX,
Commissary, hospital, etc.). We own our home here and | plan to spend the remainder of
my life in Clovis just as a large number of retired military personnel have done.

| ask the BRAC Commission to visit our city and and our base on June 24th to reassess
Ithe recommendation that the base be closed and remove Cannon AFB from the BRAC
ist.

Yours truly,

-

in Bigelow, Chief Master Sgt. (Ret.)
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June 8, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

TO: Gen. Sue Ellen Turner
SUBJECT: Supporting Cannon Air Force Base NM

| arrived at Cannon AFB in 1964 and found one of the finest bases and friendliest
communities | had ever seen. At that time Cannon had two fighter wings. The 474th Wing
and the 27th Wing all F-100 fighters and the 832nd Air Division.

During the next eleven years | spent three tours in Viet Nam always coming back to
Cannon AFB by my own choice. While serving at Cannon | was three years as the NCO
Leadership School Commandant and my last years at Cannon as the 27th Wing Senior
Enlisted Advisor under Brig. Gen. John Bennett. As the Senior Enlisted Advisor | always
worked very close with the Committee of 50. | found that the weather, the air-ground
bombing range (Melrose) close to Cannon AFB, and the low density commercial traffic put
Cannon AFB at the top of the list of those bases to be kept and cherished.

As a first sergeant, Wing Senior Enlisted Advisor, and Commandant of the Leadership
School the entire enlisted force under the 27th Wing came under me for morale, health, and
welfare. All of my enlisted people (over 2,500} lived in the Clovis area. During my tenure
Cannon had limited housing available but Clovis was always there with housing and most
all the other needs the troops had. The schooling in Clovis and Portales is excelient and the
opportunity for mititary gersonnel to further develop their education and obtain a degree is
available through the Clovis Community College and Eastern New Mexico University.

After my retirement from the Air Force | was employed by Civil Service mostly as the
foreman of the aircraft paint operation, at that time the F-111 aircraft. | was assigned the
project of designing a new aircraft paint operating facility. 1 completed the design and it was
approved for funds of $6,000,000.00. It was originally designed and intended to be a
regional aircraft paint operation but that did not happen. To date the paint operation facility
as a two aircraft wash capabilitv. a orep hanaer for one aircraft. and a paint booth with all
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operation for AGE equipment, bomb trailers, etc. This facility still has unused but unlimited
potential. This is just one example of the many overlooked assets of Cannon AFB.

I in no way can believe that Cannon is on this list for closure. Today | am retired AF
(CMsgt.) and Civil Service WL-10 and stayed in Clovis using the base facilities (BX,
Commissaty, hospital, etc.). We own our home here and | plan to spend the remainder of
my life in Clovis just as a large number of retired military personnel have done.

| ask the BRAC Commission to visit our city and and our base on June 24th to reassess
the recommendation that the base be closed and remove Cannon AFB from the BRAC
list.

Yours truly,

AU e

Edwin Bigelo

Chief Master Sgt. (Ret.)

~
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BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

TO: Gen. James T. Hill
SUBJECT: Suppotting Cannon Air Force Base NM

| arrived at Cannon AFB in 1964 and found one of the finest bases and friendliest
communities | had ever seen. At that time Cannon had two fighter wings. The 474th Wing
and the 27th Wing all F-100 fighters and the 832nd Air Division.

During the next eleven years | spent three tours in Viet Nam always coming back to
Cannon AFB by my own choice. While serving at Cannon | was three years as the NCO
Leadership School Commandant and my last years at Cannon as the 27th Wing Senior
Enlisted Advisor under Brig. Gen. John Bennett. As the Senior Enlisted Advisor | always
worked very close with the Committee of 50. | found that the weather, the air-ground
bombing range (Melrose) close to Cannon AFB, and the low density commercial traffic put
Cannon AFB at the top of the list of those bases to be kept and cherished.

As a first sergeant, Wing Senior Enlisted Advisor, and Commandant of the Leadership
School the entire enlisted force under the 27th Wing came under me for morale, health, and
welfare. All of my enlisted people (over 2,500) lived in the Clovis area. During my tenure
Cannon had limited housing available but Clovis was always there with housing and most
all the other needs the troops had. The schooling in Clovis and Portales is excellent and the
opportunity for military personnel to further develop their education and obtain a degree is
available through the Clovis Community College and Eastern New Mexico University.

% After my retirement from the Air Force | was employed by Civil Service mostly as the
N foreman of the aircraft paint operation, at that time the F-111 aircraft. 1 was assigned the
¥ project of designing a new aircraft paint operating facility. | completed the design and it was

approved for funds of $6,000,000.00. It was originally designed and intended to be a
g{ﬁﬂkﬂiﬂi&mﬂ#ﬁlnt_ﬁmﬁlﬁmbm that did not happen. To date the paint operation facility
as a two aircraft wash capability, a prep hanger for one aircraft, and a paint booth with all

3‘% environmental safety requirements. At the end of this paint hanger is a bead blast

operation for AGE equipment, bomb trailers, etc. This facility still has unused but uniimited
potential. This is just one example of the many overiooked assets of Cannon AFB.

| in no way can believe that Cannon is on this list for closure. Today | am retired AF
(CMsgt.) and Civil Service WL-10 and stayed in Clovis using the base facilities (BX,
Commissary, hospital, etc.). We own our home here and | plan to spend the remainder of
my life in Clovis just as a large number of retired military personnel have done.

| ask the BRAC Commission to visit our city and and our base on June 24th to reassess
}he recommendation that the base be closed and remove Cannon AFB from the BRAC
ist

Yours truly,

igeioyr, Chief Master Sgt. (Ret.)
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June 8, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

TO: Anthony J. Principi, Chairman
SUBJECT: Supporting Cannon Air Force Base NM

| arrived at Cannon AFB in 1964 and found one of the finest bases and friendliest
communities | had ever seen. At that time Cannon had two fighter wings. The 474th Wing
and the 27th Wing all F-100 fighters and the 832nd Air Division.

During the next eleven years | spent three tours in Viet Nam always coming back to
Cannon AFB by my own choice. While serving at Cannon | was three years as the NCO
Leadership School Commandant and my last years at Cannon as the 27th Wing Senior
Enlisted Advisor under Brig. Gen. John Bennett. As the Senior Enlisted Advisor | always
worked very close with the Committee of 50. | found that the weather, the air-ground
bombing range (Melrose) close to Cannon AFB, and the low density commercial traffic put
Cannon AFB at the top of the list of those bases to be kept and cherished.

As a first sergeant, Wing Senior Enlisted Advisor, and Commandant of the Leadership
School the entire enlisted force under the 27th Wing came under me for morale, health, and
welfare. All of my enlisted people (over 2,500) lived in the Clovis area. During my tenure
Cannon had limited housing available but Clovis was always there with housing and most
all the other needs the troops had. The schooling in Clovis and Portales is excellent and the
opportunity for military personnel to further develop their education and obtain a degree is
available through the Clovis Community College and Eastern New Mexico University.

After my retirement from the Air Force | was employed by Civil Service mostly as the
foreman of the aircraft paint operation, at that time the F-111 aircraft. | was assigned the
project of designing a new aircraft paint operating facility. | completed the design and it was
approved for funds of $6,000,000.00. It was originally designed and intended to be a
redional aircraft paint operation but that did not happen. To date the paint og;ration facility
as a two aircratt wash capability, a prep hanger for one aircraft, and a paint booth with all
environmental safety requirements. At the end of this paint hanger is a bead blast
operation for AGE equipment, bomb trailers, etc. This facility still has unused but uniimited
potential. This is just one example of the many overlooked assets of Cannon AFB.

I in no way can believe that Cannon is on this list for closure. Today | am retired AF
(CMsgt.) and Civil Service WL-10 and stayed in Clovis using the base facilities (BX,
Commissary, hospital, etc.). We own our home here and i plan to spend the remainder of
my life in Clovis just as a large number of retired military personnel have done.

| ask the BRAC Commission to visit our city and and our base on June 24th to reassess
Ithe recommendation that the base be closed and remove Cannon AFB from the BRAC
ist.

hief Master Sgt. (Ret.)
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June 8, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

TO: Rep. James V. Hansen
SUBJECT: Supporting Cannon Air Force Base NM

| arrived at Cannon AFB in 1964 and found one of the finest bases and friendliest
communities | had ever seen. At that time Cannon had two fighter wings. The 474th Wing
and the 27th Wing all F-100 fighters and the 832nd Air Division.

During the next eleven years | spent three tours in Viet Nam always coming back to
Cannon AFB by my own choice. While serving at Cannon | was three years as the NCO
Leadership School Commandant and my last years at Cannon as the 27th Wing Senior
Enlisted Advisor under Brig. Gen. John Bennett. As the Senior Enlisted Advisor | always
worked very close with the Committee of 50. | found that the weather, the air-ground
bombing range (Melrose) close to Cannon AFB, and the low density commercial traffic put
Cannon AFB at the top of the list of those bases to be kept and cherished.

As a first sergeant, Wing Senior Enlisted Advisor, and Commandant of the Leadership
School the entire enlisted force under the 27th Wing came under me for morale, health, and
welfare. All of my enlisted people (over 2,500) lived in the Clovis area. During my tenure
Cannon had limited housing available but Clovis was always there with housing and most
all the other needs the troops had. The schooling in Clovis and Portales is excellent and the
opportunity for military personnel to further develop their education and obtain a degree is
available through the Clovis Community College and Eastern New Mexico University.

After my retirement from the Air Force | was employed by Civil Service mostly as the
foreman of the aircraft paint operation, at that time the F-111 aircraft. 1 was assigned the
project of designhing a hew aircraft paint operating facility. | completed the design and it was
approved for funds of $6,000,000.00. It was originally designed and intended to be a
ional aircraft paint operation but that did not happen. To date the paint oggration facility
has a two aircraft wash capability; a prep hanger for one aircraft, and a paint booth with all
environmental safety requirements. At the end of this paint hanger is a bead blast
operation for AGE equipment, bomb trailers, etc. This facility still has unused but unlimited
potential. This is just one example of the many overlooked assets of Cannon AFB.

| in no way can believe that Cannon is on this list for closure. Today | am retired AF
g:Msgt.) and Civil Service WL-10 and stayed in Clovis using the base facilities (BX,

ommissary, hospital, etc.). We own our home here and | plan to spend the remainder of
my life in Clovis just as a large number of retired military personnel have done.

| ask the BRAC Commission to visit our city and and our base on June 24th to reassess
}he recommendation that the base be closed and remove Cannon AFB from the BRAC
ist.

Yours tpuly,

dwin BigelowyChief Master Sgt. (Ret.)
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BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

TO: Samuel Knox Skinner
SUBJECT: Supporting Cannon Air Force Base NM

| arrived at Cannon AFB in 1964 and found one of the finest bases and friendliest
communities | had ever seen. At that time Cannon had two fighter wings. The 474th Wing
and the 27th Wing all F-100 fighters and the 832nd Air Division.

During the next eleven years | spent three tours in Viet Nam always coming back to
Cannon AFB by my own choice. While serving at Cannon | was three years as the NCO
Leadership School Commandant and my last years at Cannon as the 27th Wing Senior
Enlisted Advisor under Brig. Gen. John Bennett. As the Senior Enlisted Advisor | always
worked very close with the Committee of 50. 1 found that the weather, the air-ground
bombing range (Melrose) close to Cannon AFB, and the low density commercial traffic put
Cannon AFB at the top of the list of those bases to be kept and cherished.

As a first sergeant, Wing Senior Enlisted Advisor, and Commandant of the Leadership
School the entire enlisted force under the 27th Wing came under me for morale, health, and
welfare. All of my enlisted people (over 2,500) lived in the Clovis area. During my tenure
Cannon had limited housing available but Clovis was always there with housing and most
all the other needs the troops had. The schooling in Clovis and Portales is excelient and the
opportunity for military personnel to further develop their education and obtain a degree is
available through the Clovis Community College and Eastern New Mexico University.

After my retirement from the Air Force | was employed by Civil Service mostly as the
foreman of the aircraft paint operation, at that time the F-111 aircraft. |1 was assigned the
project of designing a new aircraft paint operating facility. | completed the design and it was
approved for funds of $6,000,000.00. It was originally designed and intended to be a

: regional aircraft paint operation but that did not happen. To date the paint operation facility

as a two aircraft wash capability, a prep hanger for one aircraft, and a paint booth with all
environmental safety requirements. At the end of this paint hanger is a bead blast
operation for AGE equipment, bomb trailers, etc. This facility still has unused but unlimited
potential. This is just one example of the many overlooked assets of Cannon AFB.

[ in no way can believe that Cannon is on this list for closure. Today | am retired AF
(CMsgt.) and Civil Service WL-10 and stayed in Clovis using the base facilities (BX,
Commissary, hospital, etc.). We own our home here and ! plan to spend the remainder of
my life in Clovis just as a large number of retired military personnel have done.

| ask the BRAC Commission to visit our city and and our base on June 24th to reassess
Ithe recommendation that the base be closed and remove Cannon AFB from the BRAC
ist.

Yours truly,

Chief Master Sgt. (Ret.)



2, RECEIVED
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BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

TO: Adm. Harold W. Gehman, Jr.
SUBJECT: Supporting Cannon Air Force Base NM

| arrived at Cannon AFB in 1964 and found one of the finest bases and friendiiest
communities | had ever seen. At that time Cannon had two fighter wings. The 474th Wing
and the 27th Wing all F-100 fighters and the 832nd Air Division.

During the next eleven years | spent three tours in Viet Nam always coming back to
Cannon AFB by my own choice. While serving at Cannon | was three years as the NCO
Leadership School Commandant and my last years at Cannon as the 27th Wing Senior
Enlisted Advisor under Brig. Gen. John Bennett. As the Senior Enlisted Advisor | always
worked very close with the Committee of 50. | found that the weather, the air-ground
bombing range (Meirose) close to Cannon AFB, and the low density commercial traffic put
Cannon AFB at the top of the list of those bases to be kept and cherished.
As a first sergeant, Wing Senior Enlisted Advisor, and Commandant of the Leadership
\ School the entire enlisted force under the 27th Wing came under me for morale, health, and
welfare. All of my enlisted people (over 2,500) lived in the Clovis area. During my tenure
Cannon had limited housing available but Clovis was always there with housing and most
\ all the other needs the troops had. The schooling in Clovis and Portales is excellent and the
opportunity for military 8ersonnel to further develop their education and obtain a degree is
%% available through the Clovis Community College and Eastern New Mexico University.
& After my retirement from the Air Force | was employed by Civil Service mostly as the

foreman of the aircraft paint operation, at that time the F-111 aircraft. | was assigned the
project of designing a new aircraft paint operating facility. 1 completed the design and it was

-\I
k approved for funds of $6,000,000.00. It was originally designed and intended to be a

% jonal aircraft paint operati that did not happen. To date the paint operation facility
~ " has a two aircrait wash capability, a prep hanger for one aircraft, and a paint booth with all

environmental safety requirements. At the end of this paint hanger is a bead blast
operation for AGE equipment, bomb trailers, etc. This facility still has unused but unlimited
i. . potential. This is just one exampie of the many overlooked assets of Cannon AFB.

| in no way can believe that Cannon is on this list for closure. Today | am retired AF
(CMsgt.) and Civil Service WL-10 and stayed in Clovis using the base facilities (BX,
Commissary, hospital, etc.). We own our home here and | plan to spend the remainder of
my life in Clovis just as a large number of retired military personnel have done.

| ask the BRAC Commission to visit our city and and our base on June 24th to reassess
the recommendation that the base be closed and remove Cannon AFB from the BRAC

list.
Yours Zuly,
dwin Bigelo

Chief Master Sgt. (Ret.)
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BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

TO: Philip Coyle
SUBJECT: Supporting Cannon Air Force Base NM

l arrived at Cannon AFB in 1964 and found one of the finest bases and friendliest
communities | had ever seen. At that time Cannon had two fighter wings. The 474th Wing
and the 27th Wing all F-100 fighters and the 832nd Air Division.

During the next eleven years | spent three tours in Viet Nam always coming back to
Cannon AFB by my own choice. While serving at Cannon | was three years as the NCO
Leadership School Commandant and my last years at Cannon as the 27th Wing Senior
Enlisted Advisor under Brig. Gen. John Bennett. As the Senior Enlisted Advisor | always
worked very close with the Committee of 50. | found that the weather, the air-ground
bombing range (Melrose) close to Cannon AFB, and the low density commercial traffic put
Cannon AFB at the top of the list of those bases to be kept and cherished.

As a first sergeant, Wing Senior Enlisted Advisor, and Commandant of the Leadership
School the entire enlisted force under the 27th Wing came under me for morale, health, and
welfare. All of my enlisted people (over 2,500) lived in the Clovis area. During my tenure
Cannon had limited housing available but Clovis was always there with housing and most
all the other needs the troops had. The schooling in Clovis and Portales is excellent and the
opportunity for military personnel to further develop their education and obtain a degree is
available through the Clovis Community College and Eastern New Mexico University.

After my retirement from the Air Force | was employed by Civil Service mostly as the
foreman of the aircraft paint operation, at that time the F-111 aircraft. | was assigned the
project of designing a new aircraft paint operating facility. | completed the design and it was

approved for funds of $6,000,000.00. It was originally designed and intended to be a
W@ﬂ@ﬂgﬂerafﬁoum that did not happen. To date the paint operation facility
has a two aircraft wash capability, a prep hanger for one aircraft, and a paint booth with all

Lnvironmental safety requirements. At the end of this paint hanger is a bead blast
operation for AGE equipment, bomb trailers, etc. This facility still has unused but unlimited
potential. This is just one example of the many ovetlocked assets of Cannon AFB.

| in no way can believe that Cannon is on this list for closure. Today | am retired AF
(CMsgt.) and Civil Service WL-10 and stayed in Clovis using the base facilities (BX,
Commissary, hospital, etc.). We own our home here and | plan to spend the remainder of
my life in Clovis just as a large number of retired military personnel have done.

| ask the BRAC Commission to visit our city and and our base on June 24th to reassess
the recommendation that the base be closed and remove Cannon AFB from the BRAC

list
Yours truly,
‘éﬁm; é

Chief Master Sgt. (Ret.)
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BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

TO: Gen. Lloyd “Fig” Newton
SUBJECT: Supporting Cannon Air Force Base NM

| arrived at Cannon AFB in 1964 and found one of the finest bases and friendliest
communities | had ever seen. At that time Cannon had two fighter wings. The 474th Wing
and the 27th Wing all F-100 fighters and the 832nd Air Division.

During the next eleven years | spent three tours in Viet Nam always coming back to
Cannon AFB by my own choice. While serving at Cannon | was three years as the NCO
lLeadership School Commandant and mg last years at Cannon as the 27th Wing Senior
Enlisted Advisor under Brig. Gen. John Bennett. As the Senior Enlisted Advisor | always
worked very close with the Committee of 50. | found that the weather, the air-ground
bombing range (Melrose) close to Cannon AFB, and the low density commercial traffic put
Cannon AFB at the top of the list of those bases to be kept and cherished.

As a first sergeant, Wing Senior Enlisted Advisor, and Commandant of the Leadership
School the entire enlisted force under the 27th Wing came under me for morale, health, and
welfare. All of my enlisted people (over 2,500} lived in the Clovis area. During my tenure
\__, Cannon had limited housing available but Clovis was always there with housing and most
\ all the other needs the troops had. The schooling in Clovis and Portales is excellent and the
3 opportunity for military @ersonnel to further develop their education and obtain a degree is
Q available through the Clovis Community College and Eastern New Mexico University.
N \ J After my retirement from the Air Force | was employed by Civil Service mostly as the
' foreman of the aircraft paint operation, at that time the F-111 aircraft. | was assigned the
project of designing a new aircraft paint operating facility. | completed the design and it was

§ approved for funds of $6,000,000.00. It was originally designed and intended to be a
regional aircraft pai ion but that did not happen. To date the paint operation facility
< “has a two aircraft wash capability, a prep hanger for one aircraft, and a paint booth with all

environmental safety requirements. At the end of this paint hanger is a bead blast
operation for AGE equipment, bomb trailers, etc. This facility still has unused but unlimited
potential. This is just one example of the many overlooked assets of Cannon AFB.

I in no way can believe that Cannon is on this list for closure. Today | am retired AF
(CMsgt.) and Civil Service WL-10 and stayed in Clovis using the base facilities (BX,
Commissary, hospital, etc.). We own our home here and 1 plan to spend the remainder of
my life in Clovis just as a large number of retired military personnel have done.

| ask the BRAC Commission to visit our city and and our base on June 24th to reassess
}he recommendation that the base be closed and remove Cannon AFB from the BRAC
ist.

Lo

Yours truly,

¢

, Chief Master Sgt. (Ret.)



