
.r
Christina Tatum

413 Rosewood Drive
Clovis, NM 88101

June 8, 2005
BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

SUBJECT: Keeping Cannon Air Force Base Open

Dear BRAC Commissioners,

I am writing this letter as a concerned citizen. My husband and I recently completed our
active duty tours with the Air Force as military attorneys. I have continued to serve the Air Force
as a Judge Advocate Reservist attached to Cannon Air Force Base.

In late October 2004 we moved to Clovis, NM where my husband grew up. Upon
completion of our active duty tours, we came here because it was a community that seemed on
the cusp of something special and on the verge of tremendous growth. New businesses were
coming to town, and when we attended the Chamber of Commerce annual banquet, you could see
the optimism and pride the people in this town felt towards their community. As a member ofthe
Air Force, I had never seen a town that was so closely connected with its local military base. The
Chamber of Commerce dinner was held at the base. The Wing Commander attended, and many
other active duty members attended. This is something I have seen repeatedly here in Clovis,
from charity dinners, community events, JROTC banquets...many of these events are held at
Cannon with support and attendance shown by both the community and the base. After living
here for less than a year, it is strikingly apparent how closely intertwined Cannon is with this
community.

Since Cannon showed up on the BRAC list, it seems that a black cloud of uncertainty has
descended on this community. Cannon is such an integral part of this community's past and
present that it is hard to imagine Clovis without its base. Its absence would certainly have a
significant impact on the economy of this town. It is my understanding that there are several
factors that may not have been previously considered when Cannon was initially put on the
BRAC list. It is my hope that you will reconsider Cannon's placement on the BRAC list based
on these additional factors and make the decision to keep Cannon open. From personal
experience I have seen that this is a community and a base-with an important mission--that are
worth saving. Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Sincerely,

~
Christina Tatum

DCN: 2347


