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May 16, 2005

Dear BRAC Commission:

I am writing this letter to you in support of Cannon Air Force Base in Clovis, New Mexico. On Friday,
May 13, 2005, many of Clovis’s residents were sent into a state of shock and panic after your list of base
closures was announced. 1 am hoping (and almost sure) that you will be receiving many letters on why
Cannon as well as other bases on the list should stay open. But, my focus is Cannon.

1 was born and raised in this mid size town 28 years ago. While many people have come and gone over the
years, | have chosen to stay. Clovis is a great for so many different reasons. No we don’t have the big
malls, a lake, mountains or anything that attracts weekend visitors. But these things are not what 1 believe
makes a strong community.

One of the things that has helped to make us a strong community throughout my 28 years is Cannon Air
Force Base. New Mexico is already considered to be one of the poorest states in our country. The loss of
Cannon Air Force Base to our community would be devastating. It is estimated that upwards of 7,000 jobs
would be cut or lost by the closure of CAFB. 1 do not know if this amount of residents in our ¢ity could
handle the financial hardships that would come with the demise of CAFB. [ know that many cities have
survived after the closure of their local military facilities. However, it has taken many of them upwards of
ten to fifteen years to get on their feet. I do not think Clovis, should have to wait ten to fifteen years to get
back on it’s feet, because your commission thinks our base needs to be closed. Our town has been growing
rapidly over the last five years. Many of the reasons big businesses are willing to come to the area is
because of CAFB.

So I ask your commission: What will become of the men who sell burritos in the moming making enough
money every week, to pay the bills. What will become of our construction workers who have spent the last
few years experiencing a boom? There will be no need for new construction! What about the cashiers in
our grocery and department stores, where will they go? Two local schools will most likely have to shut
down if CAFB closes. This puts teachers, principals, cafeteria workers, and janitors out of work. Yet again
where are they to go? Another town? Our local police department, and fire department would most likely
be forced to cut jobs to due fewer residents.

This does not even begin to cover the jobs that would be affected by the loss of CAFB. Local real estate
agents, car dealers, doctors, lawyers, restaurant owners, flower shops, video stores, day cares the list goes
on and on. Many food vendors would also be affected by the closing of CAFB: Frito Lay, Coca-Cola,
Pepsi, Budweiser, and Coors to name a few.

My husband works for Coca -Cola and they would be affected greatly by the closure of CAFB. Many of
their products are sold on base: the BX, the Commissary, the Shoppete, etc. Not to mention the business
that they would lose “down town” at local grocery stores. We would be FORCED to leave Clovis if the
base were to shut down. I would have to say good-bye to family and friends in a community I have learned
to love for twenty eight years. And this is a decision that will be made by your committee of nine. Nine
members [ will never personally meet, now hold my life as well as many others in their hands.

So please re-consider leaving Cannon Air Force Base on your closure list. So many citizens would be
greatly affected in the long run.  While your commitiee is trying to cut the Federal budget over the next
thirty years - | worry what will be left of Clovis in less than two years if Cannon were to close.

Thank You For Your Time,
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Courtney M. Hue




