
May 17,2005

Brac Commission
2521 S. Clark St.
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Members:

As a lifetime resident of Clovis, New Mexico, I now find it necessary to write you in regards to
Cannon Air Force Base. I am flabbergasted that our base is not only on the 2005 list, but it is
slated to close. Someone, somewhere has lost their mind.

Granted, I am not a member of congress, the military, or even a civic leader. I am only a woman.
I recently visited the Phoenix area I was appalled at the air traffic. How can you justify leaving a
base there when flying time must be greatly compromised? The same holds true in Albuquerque.
I am sure that the open air space in and around Cannon is at least double if not triple those towns.
Eventually there is going to be a horrendous accident between a civilian and a military aircraft.
Moreover, YOU will have to live with that. The realignment should be adding troops from Luke
and Kirtland to Cannon. What are these people looking at? What are they thinking?

As you, the members prepare to make your visits to our community, you must consider the sprawl
in Maricopa County, Arizona and Bernalillo County, New Mexico. These two areas are only
going to continue to grow increasing civilian air traffic. The following is from the Glendale,
Arizona website:

"When Luke Air Force Base was established in 1941, it was surrounded by agricultural
land, far from the metro-Phoenix area. Today, Luke is surrounded by 10 communities, in
one of the fastest-growing regions of the country."

"Much of this land is being developed in ways that may impact the base's flying mission.
With growth, comes the concern of encroachment around the base and concerns that
continued development near the base could jeopardize Luke's ability to continue its
mission."

There is no such encroachment on Cannon. I understood that the move to more open space was
one of the criteria as well as the availability of less expensive land. Any ideas of land value in and
around Phoenix?

Yes, I am concerned for the economy of our town. However, I remember 1967 and the closure of
Walker Air Force Base in Roswell. The town struggled for a while, but now, I am sure they do
not miss the Air Force.

Sharon Winn
1620 Axtell
Clovis, NM 88101
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