
May 19, 2005

BRAC commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Va., 22202.

BRAC Committee,

~n~ AirForc~hould notbe onthelistforthefollowingreasons:

. Cannondoes notfrtthe criteriaprovidedforbase closure.. The base has an abundanceof airspace and noencroachmentissues. Thisprovidesfor
safer and more realistic trainingscenarios for pilots.. Once the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer
pilots the abilityto flysupersonic during training missions. This is a very important point,
as it allows the AirForce to better train for real-lifesituations. ~. The weather in Eastern New Mexicoprovides year round training ability. .....-. The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon. This I0 ~

5 f\.tq;," 1].MG:.allowspilotsto get airborne,and immediatelybegintrainingoperationsoverthe bombing ~
r\.V 1"":1\ r" '- range, ratherthanspendingalloftheirfueljust to get to the range, havingone pass over,

PctJD -r v t: then returning to the base.
:- Cannonhasthespaceand facilitiesto accommodate joint war-fighting, training, and

readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the
US Navy.

. Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in
training and emergency situations.

. The vailabili of air space and ideal ing weather makes Cannon the erfect candidate
to support future trammg missions for the - , om I e Ig er, and ot er mil ary
aircraft.

. Cannon has won countless awards, both on ACC level, Air Force and NAF levels, and
national and STAT levels.

. The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns; Clovis,
Portales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other installation in the country.

. Clovis, Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West Texas (including Amarillo and Lubbock) are
home to a large military retiree population.These people rely on Cannon Air Force base
for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not another installation close by to
serveour rAtiredmilitary_ -. . .

. In the early 90s, Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico, purchased air
easements around Cannon Air Force base and GAVE them to the Air Force. This one
done to protect that air space from encroachment and was an important issue for the Air
Force.

. The local community purchased the land north of Cannon Air Force Base and GAVE it
back to the Air Force for additional housing, now known as Chavez Manor.

. Within the last few years, Qurcommunity purchased land west of Cannon and GAVE it
back to Air F allation of instrument Ii htin on the alternate runway at
the base..~Leaders within our community spear-headed the effort to expand and convert the air
space to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training Range Initiative. l
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Don Hicks, a concemed'citizen
2501 Putnam Drive
Clovis, NM 88101-9345
505-763-6389
don.hic~lateaute1.net
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