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Mountain Home, Idaho
On the Move

The City of Mountain Home has over fifty years of mstory with Mountain Home Air
Force Base. On numerous occasions, there have been major changes at MHAFB that
resulted in significant increases/decreases of military personnel. The City has always
been able to adapt to the changes and maintain an excellent, mutually beneficial
relationship with our Air Force neighbors.

Southern Idaho, as a whole, has been growing a lot for a decade and Mountain Home is
no different. The 1990 Census established our City population at 7,913. That figure
increased 40.8% (11,143) in the 2000 Census. Our current population is approximately
13,000. Naturally, some of the local growth is directly attributable to additional Air
Force personnel. However, the balance of the growth comes from a number of sources.
Californians are selling property for large prices and moving to this area because of

- quality of life and cost of living. Retirees of all kinds, including military, have made

Mountain Home their home. We have a large sector of our population that works in
Boise, an easy 35 minute commute. One of the attached charts indicates that over 1 ,600
Elmore County residents commute to Ada County each day.

Mountain Home has not sat idly by during these growth years. The City, County, School
District and other entities have taken numerous actions to pos1t10n ourselves for whatever
may lie ahead.

SCHOOLS Citizens passed a school bond for a new Jr. High with a 77% yes vote. The

school opened in 1999. The School District currently has the capacity to handle a lot of
additional students. The School District has an ongoing maintenance program that keeps
all our school buildings in excellent condition.

CITY: Since 1996 there have been over 1,400 llvmg units built in Mountain Home.
This is in contrast to only 39 per year during the previous ten years. The construction has
been divided into about 400 rental units and 1,000 single family units. Construction and
development is still at a very high pace with 14 subdivisions currently in one stage or

-another. Several other projects reflect the growth of Mountain Home:

¢ A new 180 MW, gas-fired, turbine power production facility was completed in
April 2005 at a cost of $58,000,000.

e A 74 room Hampton Inn is under construction and will include a 2, 200 s.f.
meeting and convention facility.

e - A Wal*Mart Super Center opened here in 2001.



. A new, mrlhon dollar expansron of DeMeyer Furmture was complete in 2000
e A juvenile detention facility opened here in 2001.: Three Springs, In¢. is prrvately
~ owned, operates under a State contract and employs 61 people.
- @ Several new businesses have opened in the past-five years to include: Shucks
~ Auto Parts, Jade Palace, Dollar Tree; Wendy’s, Washmgton Mutual Bank and
. others Many more busmesses remodeled and/or expanded

" In order to keep pace w1th the growth, the Crty has contmuously evaluated its -

- infrastructure and has taken several steps to remam proacnve instead of bemg reactlve, e

mcludmg N
e The City burlt a new law enforcement burldmg in 2002
~ e - The City, after 15 eyars of planning and niegotiating with the Idaho Dept of
. Transportation, received a new four lane. underpass in the center of town that can
o~ -handle the ever increasing traffic. . -
e The City added nine holes to its existing nine hole golf course.
o TheCityis currently out to bid on the ﬁrst phase of a$6.2 mrlhon water and
*_sewer expansion project .

. e The City has invested over a  million dollars in ﬁre eqmpment mcludmg a ladder

~_truck and three new ﬁre engines being delivered in the summer of 2005. -
~ Mountain Home enjoys an ISO rating of 3. This rating keeps our insurance
premiums low for both commercial and residential users.
The City has developed numerous parks and outdoor recreation areas.
* e The City has an active Downtown Revitalization group that, has made numerous
*-improvements and they have a lot of projects ahead. R
e - The City Library is currently under. construction. The $1.5 million project will
T almost double the size of the faclllty and: greatly increase the computer lab.

‘The C1ty of Mountam Home Economlc Development Ofﬁce was ongmally formed in
1989 and was known as the Elmore County Impact- Steering Committee. DoD Office of

Economic Adjustment funded the ongmal operation as a planning group for potential

.. impacts of changes at MHAFB. In 1991, OEA wanted the group to change to an
-7 economic development mode. The Economic Development operations have enjoyed a
~ ' great amount of success. - There are over 1,000 more non-military jobs now than there
‘were in 1990 and tens of millions of dollars have been invested in commercial ventures.
*_ The Economic Development Office works throughout Elmore County on every facet of -

business retention and diversification. Tourism, planning and zoning issues, local events,
public awareness, marketing, grant writing; information gathering and many other tasks -

- are performed at the Economic Development Office. The Governor’s Special Assistant
-on Military Affairs, Billy Richey, operates from the Economic Development Office and -
"both attempt to coordinate their efforts for the mutual beneﬁt of the Air Force, the State

of Idaho and the Crty of Mountam Home

County Elmore County saw a lot of growth between the 1990 and 2000 Census, |
increasing in population from 21,205 to 29,130, They continue to grow with

approximately 200 residential lots under development. ‘Commiercially, Simplot Land and

: leestock burlt a granary and mlllmg facility three rmles outside Mountam Home,
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investing $20+ million dollars. The same Simplot organization operates the nation’s

largest commercial beef feed lot in southern Elmore County. Two new dairies are up and .

running and two more are under construction. The operational dairies currently employ
90 people full time. Agriculture has seen ebbs and flows depending on electrical rates -
and commodity prices but it remains a mainstay of our economy.

A 90 MW gas-fired, turbine power production facility was built in 2002. Wind power
generation facilities are up and running and more wind mills are planned.

As part of its re-licensing agreement at C J Strike Dam, Idaho Power is working on
numerous projects that will benefit the recreational opportunities in the area.

Our area has i)fepa_red itself for growth thrdugh planning, the forming of viable
partnerships, dedication of financial resources and hard work. We are ready to

accommodate the new missions and businesses that are in our future.

Prepared and s

Ron*Swearingen, Executive\Director
Economic Development Office

City of Mountain Home

(208) 587-2173



Economic Impacts
Mountain Home, Idaho

The Department of Defense’s recommendations to the BRAC Commission, made on May
13, 2005, included realignment at Mountain Home Air Force Base. The realignment, if
approved would result in a net loss of 538 military personnel, 31 civilian personnel at
MHAFB and 305 indirect jobs. The economic impacts of such actions would be
noticeable in a small community like Mountain Home, As a general analysis, I see the
following potential impacts:

e The loss of 538 military personnel represents 12% of the 4,465 assigned here.
That loss represents payroll of $21,109,320.

o The loss of 31 civilian personnel from the base represents 3. 7% of the total. That
loss equates to a payroll decrease of $918,340.

e The loss of 305 indirect jobs (school teachers, clerks, dental assistants, etc.)
represents an estimated payroll loss of $6,839,625 (305 x 22,425 which is the per
capita income level of Elmore County according to the U S Census 2002)

e Approximately 550 living units would be affected, either owned units that would
be for sale or rentals that would become vacant.  This would undoubtedly result in
a downturn in the real estate market for the area.

‘o The school district would see a reduction in Impact Aid from DoD based on the
specific number of children no longer enrolled here.

Numerous, ancillary impacts would be felt that are impossible to define precisely. Water
user fees at the City of Mountain Home would decrease, recreational programs would see
a drop in participation and all local businesses would see a noticeable reduction in
revenue. These are Just a few examples ’

The Mountain Home Air Force Base FY04 Economic Impact Statement, a copy of which
is attached, was used for much of the information above and I will use it for the second _
part of this paper, dealing with the devastating impacts of Closure at Mountain Home Air

Force Base.

In the event of closure of Mountain Home AFB, the impacts would rattle the State of
Idaho’s economy. Simply speaking, closure of MHAFB would result in a direct loss of
$400,965,825 to the State economy. When the multiplier is used, the resulting impact is
over $850,000,000. The effects would be the most devastating in the City of Mountain
Home.
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) Mlhtary and civilian employees at MHAFB represent about one tlurd of the Dlea L
T populatron of Elmore County and. about 40% of the citizens of Mountam Home' -

T reduces 1o less_than_half of thelr current populatron

- In the late 1960s, the Alr:F orce moved SAC from MHAFB and turned, usintoa. TAC

base.” The 2-3 year lag time between missions resulted i in over 500 VA and F HA
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- Mountain Home A iimwerm”
strongly supports
its Airmen and is

proud to be

by Louis A. Arana-Barradas
photos by Master Sgt. Lance Cheung

PSS T T N L -, 1. IR N

Tennant closed her big
blue eyes and let out a slow “Mmm.”
Some of the tangy sauce oozed on
her hands. But she didn’t let any drip
onto the sleeve of her black leather
jacket.

Around her, hundreds of people
were also enjoying barbecue beef
sandwiches and corn on the cob. The
food was free this day at Mountain
Home, Idaho’s, Carl Miller Park.

“This is real good barbecue,” she
said, and then took another big bite.

Two older gents, dressed in leather
biker regalia, flanked her at the picnic
table, “chowing” down. Hell's Angels
they weren’t. But emblazoned on the
back of their leather jackets were the
“colors” of the Idaho Motorcycle Club.

The trio, all in their late 50s, ride
for leisure and travel, not mayhem.
And they weren’t locals. They rode
into town from Magic Valley — as
they have for several years — to ride
in the town’s annual Air Force Appre-
ciation Day parade. For the past 44
years, the two-day event in September
is how the town shows its apprecia-
tion to the Airmen at Mountain Home
Air Force Base. It’s the town'’s biggest
annual hoopla. And town officials say
it’s the state’s biggest parade.

“The Airmen at the base are a good
bunch of people,” Ms. Tennant said.
“They're not strangers here. I support
them, and so does this community.”

She’s not kidding. Just about every
one of Mountain Home’s more than
11,000 citizens showed up for the
parade, and barbecue that followed.
And like Ms. Tennant, many people
came from out of town to show their
support, some from as far away as
Oregon.

For a few hours, more than a
hundred floats — many from the base
— paraded down the town’s main
street: American Legion Boulevard.
People on the floats tossed candy to
the children along the route. Bands
played patriotic songs. And the grand
marshal, the base’s 366th Fighter
Wing commander, got out at the
reviewing stand.

“This celebration is how we say
thanks to the base and its people for
what they do for our country and for

being an important part of our com- %

I
5

munity,” said Jerry Rost, the chamber
of commerce military affairs commit-
tee member. “We're partners.”

From sheep to jeils
Because as the fortunes of the base
go, so do those of the town, Mountain
Home Mayor Joe B. McNeal said. And
that, he said, makes Mountain Home
the quintessential military town.
“This is an Air Force town, and
we're proud of it,” said the mayor, an
Air Force retiree.
The town, 36 miles southeast of
Boise, was once a busy sheep wool
shipping station. But it was the
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The day
officially
starts with a
cornhvusking
competition ot
 Mountain Home's
Carl Miller Park. It's
the town'’s version
of “shuck and
awe,” one parlici-
pant said. Masler
Sgt. Couriney Hiller
{left) and Master
Sgt. Ed Von Etten
helped shuck the
corn ihoi people
would eat at the
event’s second-day
barbecve.

Mountain Home

at a Glance

Mission: Home of 366th Fighter
Wing “Gunfighters” and the Air
Warfare Battlelab, the wing flies
F-15C Eagles, F-15E Strike Eagles
and F-16C] Fighting Falcons. The
wing’s mission is fo “develop and
nurlure Airmen, prepared to deploy
and ready to fight.”

Location: Town of Mountain

Home is 36 miles from Boise, and the
base is another 10 miles from there.
Between Boise and Mounlain Home
are Mayfield and Orchard. Southeast
of Mountain Home are Hammett,
Glenns Ferry.and Bliss; south are Bru-
neau ond Hot Springs.

Getting around: By road: A
straight shot on Interstate Highway 84
southeast from Boise — City of Trees
— to the town of Mountain Home.
Then it's a 10-mile drive on State
Highway 67 from the town to the base.

By air: Boise Air Terminal is the only
qirport around; on Highway 84.
Population: The base has about
4,400 Airmen, 825 civilian workers
and 6,500 family members. The town
of Mountain Home: a bit more thon
11,000 inhabitants.

History: Mountain Home began as

an Army airfield in November 1942, -
and officially opened in August. 1943.
. Airmen began arriving right away, -

training for B-24 duty in World War
Il. Several bomb groups occupied the




' gpening of the base in November

1942 that secured its future. Life has
revolved around the base ever since.
Most town residents are retired from
the Air Force, work at the base or
help support it in some way, Mayor
McNeal said.

“Mountain Home people love
America,” he said. “And they love the
Air Force.”

Over the years, Airmen who have
retired in town continue to support
the new Airmen at the base, located
in the high desert 10 miles west of
town. It’s a never-ending cycle, and
the goodwill continues today. There
are signs of that support anywhere

one goes. Nearly every business
offers military discounts. Marquees
welcome Airmen home from deploy-
ments. And military spouses are a
large part of the|town’s workforce.

It's the open-arms welcome Moun-
tain Home gives Airmen that makes
it a great place to live, said Randy
Valley, an Air Po:rcc retiree and Air
Force Appreciation Day committee
chairman. !

“I stayed because this town pro-
vides the best support to the military
of anyplace I've ever lived,” he said.
“Plus, it’s got good weather. And it’s a
great place to raise a family.”

For example, some people don’t

Want more
info?

For additional de-
tails, go to: www.
mountainhome.
af.mil; www.
afcrossroads.com;
www.ci.mountain-
home.id.us;
http://www.
idahofitness.com/
ski-idaho.htm

The parade down main streef, Americon legion Bivd.,
is the highlight of Air Force Appreciation Day ot Mountain Home,
Idaho. Nearly the entire town lines the street to show its support

for the Airmen,

lock their doors at night. Bikes left in
front yards will be there in the morn-
ing. There’s no smog or traffic. Neg-
ligible crime. The roar of the base’s
jets is seldom heard. And the “great
outdoors” starts at the town limits.
It’s small-town life at its best.

These reasons are why Master
Sgt. John Lawicki and his wife, Kim,
have homesteaded there for 10 years.
The family lives in town, and most of
their neighbors are Airmen. A 366th

Airman © February 2005 45

g




i«nrity Forces Squadron flight chief,

Sergeant Lawicki said what appeals
him is the pace in Mountain Home,
hich is calm enough that he and his
ily can enjoy their life more.

But not everyone likes the laidback
¥ estyle, which can be tough on young

irmen, he said.

“Fun and excitement won't go
ggocking at your dormitory door,” he
ﬁlid. “So you find it.”

That's exactly what 19-year-old
Airman 1st Class Chris Sears found

t. After the long drive from Boise,
!felt banished to the wilderness.

e wondered about the next four
years. '

“It was horrible, at first,” the 366th

rvices Squadron troop said. “But
the people here are so friendly, and
he base tries so hard to keep you
Fy and active.”

He adapted and after a few months
ediscovered his love of the outdoors

d camping. Making friends and do-
k “outdoorsy” stuff helped erase the

t impression.

“I like the base now.” he said.

ere’s a lot to do.”

ost people grow to love Mountain
lome, Mr. Valley said, “because of

d during the war. After the war, the

8. went inactive; until the Air Force
imed with feconnaissance units

d renamed the installation Mountain
E:e Air Force Base. There have been

ial operations, bomber, missile
reconnaissance missions at the
seover the years. The base received
irst fighters in 1966. It has been o
ter base: ever since. B
mate: Locals say Mountain Home
-a “quite pleasant” year-round
ate. But it's windy. Average annual

the people.” He should know. He saw
his wife cry for only the second time
in her life when they drove into town.
She didn’t want to plant roots. “Now
she'd cry if we had to leave,” he said.

The bond between the people on
both sides of the base gate makes
Mountain Home the robust Air Force
town it is, Mrs. Lawicki said.

“There’s great camaraderie here,”
she said. “And it didn’t take a tragedy
like 9-11 to build the relationship, for
this town to support the base. That
support has existed for a very long
time.”

When the Air Force Apprecia-

tion Day celebration ended, Moun-
tain Home returned to its serene
existence. Some people carried
foil-wrapped plates of barbecue to
the few neighbors who didn’t show
for the festivities. Ms. Tennant and
her biker buddies mounted up and
headed home.

“I'll be back next year,” she said.
“You can count on that.”

By early next morning, not a scrap
of paper littered the parade route.
Mountain Home had returned to be-
ing the small town that makes Airmen
feel at home. ©

temperature is about 65 degrees. July
is the hottest month, with a 93 degree
average, but the summer average is
85 degrees. january temperatures
drop into the high teens, but winter
average is 36 degrees. Annual rainfall
is about 10 inches; snowfall about
10.9 inches: : ' :
Cost of living: Cheap by big city

 standards. Rents for homes range from.

$375-$425 for a one-bedroom to
$700-$900 for a four-bedroom house.
Apartments range from $375.$425 for

R s i i G

S, L &

The high
desert is the
base’s back
yard. Ii's home
to a cannibalistic
ground squirrel
the locals calf a
“whistle pig” and
desert flora and
fauna. But its jow-
dropping sunset
views are what
locals say is best
about the desert.

Town Mayor
Joe B. McNeal
fold Airmen they
are depended on
to “prolect the na-
tion as o shepherd
does his flock.”

a one-bedroom to $550-$750 for a
four bedroom.

Recreation: Just name it. There's

plenty of outdoor stuff to do all

- year: camping, hunting, fishing,

hiking, mountain climbing, biking,
skiing, snowboarding, water sports
— whew. Plus, there are numerous
state and national parks near the
base, old ghost fowns and histori-

-cal and natural landmarks. Nearby

are mountains, rivers, canyons and
even sand dunes.

Airmon © February 2005 47
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one-horse town. -
That was my first impres-
sion of Mountain Home,

Idaho.

And first impressions usually last.
So I didn't relish the thought of spend-
ing a whole week there. After one
look, I wanted to hightail it back to
Boise, get on a plane and go home.

No such luck, though. I had a job to
do. So I sucked it up — jumped on the
grenade.

As we drove on, photojournal-
ist Master
Sgt. Lance
Cheung and
I looked for
the entrance to Mountain Home Air
Force Base. But we had to drive an-
other 10 miles to reach it. Curiously,
stray stalks of corn grow along that
road, yet nobody we asked knew why.

The base is home to the 366th
Fighter Wing “Gunfighters.” An ap-
propriate name for a unit in cowboy
country. We went there to report
three stories [See “The Children Left
Behind,” November 2004, page 36;
“@mountainhome,” page 44 and

“Out of the Comfort Zone,” page 42].

My first reaction to the town and
base was typical. During my week
visit, several people told me they felt
like running away when they arrived.
Some even cried.

What this big-city boy didn't expect
was how fast the people of the town
and base won me over. Made me feel
at home. How quickly I felt content,
like the Airmen who retire there.

Why? Maybe because Mountain
Home is an Air Force town. True Air

Force blue,

An Idaho Education st

through.
Everyone’s so
cheerful some people think it’s an act.
It's not. The handshakes of welcome,
like the people, are genuine. Folks
make strangers feel like “their casa, is
your casa.”
It grows on you. That’s great.
But could I live in a town of 11,000
people? How would I keep busy? I
don’t hunt, climb mountains or go
around planting stray stalks of corn.
Why would anybody want to serve, let
alone retire, there?
Maybe it's better to ask: what is it
by Maer

391, lonce Cheung

an Airmmn € Fahonns 20N5

about Mountain Home that makes
people want to stay?

Leslie Tomme, a young waitress at
a steak, ribs and burger place a mile
outside the base main gate, gave me
the answer. Or at least why she, a big-
city girl, decided to stay there.

“People here have a lot of pride in
the military,” she told me. Once an
Airman herself, she left the Air Force
to enroll in college. But she didn't
want to return to Houston. “I stayed
here because this is a good town, and
the people really care about you.”

She’s right. After two days, people
we didn’t know just walked up and
said, “Hey, you're the guys from Air-
man magazine, right? Welcome to
Mountain Home.”

News travels fast in Mountain
Home.

One night — with a million stars in
the sky — I went outside the Sage-
brush Hotel to call my buddy in San
Antonio, to recount my adventures.

I had a doggie bag of Chinese food,
which I set on the hood of our rental
car. I reached for it just as a coyote
did. We made eye contact. Then he
turned tail and raced off, yelping to
high heaven.

That’s when it hit me. When 1 real-
ized why people love life in Mountain
Home: great people and the great
outdoors for a back yard. I'd gotten an i
Idaho education all in one day. ‘

Mountain Home life winds along ‘
a country road. It has a key mission.
Neat homes. Children ride bikes to ‘
school. And Airman leadership school |
troops honor the flag at retreat each : i
day. 5 |

But it's different. What sets it apart \
is the special relationship that exists  * |
between the town and base commu- '
nity. There’s trust. I never saw a better
bond during my 26 years in blue.

I learned there’s a lot more to
Idaho, and Mountain Home, than
famous potatoes.

: — Louis A. Arana-Barradas

Leslie Tomme is o big<ityturnedcoun
iry girl who loves the slow-paced Mounicin
Home, Idaho, lifestyle. She works two
jobs, saving for college tuition. But when
there’s a break, she puts on her bathing
svit and spends a doy drifiing on an inner-
tube down o nearby river. “Can’t do that in
the big city,” she said.
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Mountain Home Range Complex
Mountain Home AFB, Id

In 1995, the Air Force, in partnership with the Department of Interior Bureau of Land
Management, The State of Idaho and all of the citizens of Idaho embarked on the
development of a realistic training range with the project Enhanced T; raining in Idaho.

The Air Force using an open public process developed a new $42 million training range
that is second to none, (Attachment 1)

The complex is located in southwestern Idaho, Oregon and Nevada and encompasses 5.6
million acres that has varied terrain with high rolling desert, deep canyons and
mountains. In addition, it is sparsely populated with most of the lands under the Military
Operating Area being Bureau of Land Management and state lands used for grazing. The
airspace is not encroached by airline traffic as depicted in the attached FAA photo taken
during a military down day in 2000. (Attachment 2) The range complex has tremendous

realistic electronic threats that can be varied to meet the needs of the mission. Saylor
Creek Range, 110,000 acres, is a drop range with targets that simulate airfields, bunkers,
and realistic army tanks plus various buildings. (Attachments 3,4,5,6&7)

Approximately 20 miles south of Saylor Creek Range is J uniper Butte Range that began
operation with Enhanced Training in Idaho in 2000, J uniper Butte Range is made of
modern realistic targets with a large industrial complex and a railroad yard that is
protected by two surface to air missile complexes and a forward edge of the battle
(FEBA) line with numerous simulated tanks. All of these targets are optically scored for
great crew feedback. In addition to the two large drop areas there are 5 target areas
developed that provide realistic targets spread over a large area for multiple target
simultaneous attack during routine training or large scale exercises. Four § acre targets,
two with industrial buildings, a radar complex and a missile site, plus, a 640 acre site

consisting of large array of approximately 150-200 simulated tanks and trucks.
(Attachments 8,9,10,1 1&12)

Supporting it are 30 parking sites for electronic threat efnitters scattered over eastern
Owyhee County, where mobile emitters can provide realistic threats that can vary

locations for day to day or hour to hour. This combined with the realistic targets provide
the best training possible for the aircrews.

Enhanced Training in Idaho resolved several long term issues that were being aired by
several environmental and conservation groups in Idaho. The new range was built using
a minimum amount of land and allowed the Air Force to study today’s environment
under an airspace that had been used for 50 years and make adjustments that did not
hinder their operations but resolved many long term public misconceptions and concerns,
The wing did agree to provide protection to some areas for the lambing season and the
leking season for Sage grouse. A caveat does exist that these restrictions can be lifted by

B cu,




_~Billy F. Richéy, Cf, USAT. R
~ Governor’s Special Assistant

the wing commander if national defense needs dictate. As far as invertebrate species of
concern with the Mountain Home Range Complex (MHRC) airspace is the Bruneau Hot
Spring Snail. This snail became a news item of interest following its federal listing in
1992 resulting in rancher’s irrigation water being restricted from the Bruneau River (later
overturned). AF operations do not affect the snail in any known way. Range and
Airspace operations are not restricted in any way because of the snail. There are three
other snails (Idaho Springs Snail, Bliss Rapids Snail and Snake River Physa) in the Snake
River that are listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), but there is no linkage
between them and our operations either. The MHRC is not limited by any species list as
threatened or endangered under the ESA.

Mountain Home Training Range Complex provides outstanding training for the 366"
Fighter Wing as they prepare for combat as proven in their actions in Afghanistan, and
Iraq. It hosted numerous large scale wing, Air Force and joint exercise, even holding a
Red Flag North. Most currently it has been chosen for use by our foreign allies for
training, i.e., Israeli, Great Britain and, soon to participate, will be German crews. We
are very confident that if you visit Mountain Home and talk with the aircrews flying
today and review the data, Mountain Home Range Complex will definitely impress you
and stand on its own merits. It is the very best backyard range in the Air F orce.

P .

ilitary Affairs
PH (208) 587-2173 CP (208) 599-1256
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