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SMS, John T. Prater, USAF (Retired)
8532 LaLlinda Lane

Clovis, NM 88101 0531200U%

General,

I am a retired Air Force veteran 0fZ6 Years service. ?[alf of those years were spent at Cannon Atr
Force Base. A terrible mistake is in the making by placing Cannon, or any other military installation,
on the closure list. I know you are most likely fiearing this from every area that is on the list.
However, with Cannon it is especially true! I fiope and pray that what I have to share with you will
convince you of that fact. I observed, on C-Span your discussion with the Air Force. I have never
been so disappointed by military leaders as to how and why these decisions were made.

I first arrived at Cannon in 1972 on the first of my three assignments to this outstanding base. My
wife was eight months pregnant at the time and there was six inches of snow on the ground, but the
immediate warmth we found at Cannon and in Clovis made us realize we had found something very
special. My career took me to the far reaches of the world but I was fortunate enough to always find
my way back to Cannon and Clovis. There is a very unique bond between the two that I never found
any other place I was assigned. That bond is just as strong today as it was 33 years ago and always
will be. And, that bond isn’t about the dollars the base brings to the community! No sir! It is about
RESPECT! In a time when the military doesn’t have the favorably rating it once had in many places,
it does in Clovis! Anyplace you go in the Clovis, Portales area military personal are shown the up
most respect for their service to this nation,

The closing of Cannon would have a number of negative affects on the area in different ways. First
would be the educational system. One of the Clovis schools near Cannon is 95% military students.
The entire staff of that school would likely be out of work, Both Clovis Community College and
Eastern New Mexico University would easily have a 10% reduction in students. Next would be the
economy. There is no doubt that many businesses would close their doors with the loss of some four to
five thousand jobs being taken away. These are people who are friends and neighbors! Surely, we do
not want this to happen! The Cities of Amarillo and Lubbock would feel the impact as well.

Not only is it the relationship between the base and community that makes Cannon a great place to be
stationed, and raise a family, but Cannon its self makes it a great place to be stationed! Again, a
unique pride of professionalism has always been the standard for personnel at Cannon. On numerous
occasions I deployed with the 27* Fighter Wing. Without fail we were the best looking, best
organized, best prepared and flew 100% of our missions while other units sat on the ground broke! If
you will look at the data, that same pride and mission accomplishment is just as strong at Cannon
today as it ever was! The motto of “The go to Wing” isn't just words to the 27* Fighter Wing; it was
earned and is cherished by every individual assigned to the wing! Every time I drive onto the base
from the gate guard to whom ever I have business with, I see and enjoy respect and professionalism,
that is what Rept bringing me and thousands more like me back to Cannon.

How and why is Cannon important to the security of our nation? Planes do not fly themselves. It
takes pilots. Cannon has long been Rnown for the training of pilots. There absolutely is no better
place to do that than Cannon Air Base! Take a moment and look at two maps; the weather map and
the map of New Mexico. All you see is open space and blue sky! The cities of Clovis and Portales



Rave msnred that € anmon has abundant api ,'.'pdre'ﬁum wiTIch fo w{u'ﬁ,anarrﬁf um!ﬁfr’pemﬂi;
almost as close 20 24/7 flyeng day and mght as you ol frad Duang wry 13 years at Cannon we did
experience the fows of areraft Some of these planes went down durtng taky offs and landings. The
ome VR vmportant thang the puot didn't fave te worry about was human cost on the ground
bBecanse they weren't there and sl aren't. As you know pet fuel tsn 't cleap' With tie Melrose
bombing range st moments anay 1 provides sizeable cost savings, yet provades supenor travng for
our pifots  Afso, with the additional supersonic fhung arca being added o fartfier enftances the pilot
traimng afuiaty

Now [ would fike to pomnt our auciler very smportait concern rettred mifitary HAtTn ele Cloos
aitd Portaler area about 8 to 10% of the population s retired mafitary. 1t 15 my npimon that the base
frospreal provades exceflont care for those of ws under Tn-Care As you Enow we fad o say i fiow onr
care would be provided, Many of us now pay for the care we were promised free for a career of servace
to our mation. ff the base is closed that care will be impared and become far wore costfy, 1 had to
chonse Between VA and In-Care for nry medical needs, | selected Tri-Care Prome wr order for nre uife
to fave care as well as my seff’ For bt mry wafe and 1 fealth wsuey reguare wisits fo pur care
provider every 60 to 30 davs at o mmmun. Clostag the Base wall regrare payment for cach vist we
makg to the local hosptal [ did an anafysts of the past vwo years and berween office and TR vists
that woldd run wy wafe dad [ an additional three to four inndred doflars of addittonal medical cost a
year and when you add the cost of medvcatton v are facing an additional thowsand doflars a year i
medical cast. That may not scem {the a lot 1o some peaple but for us ot w
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redicing the number of mnfirary installations we fave we are stply reduceng the number of targets
tfiey fave to it to smpede our abiitws to respond. Plus the realignment map provided from your
discussion on C-Span wounld make it even caser’ Mhe fargest majuney of bases are coastal arcas!

Ty are e makfng therr job casier for them? T additaon fo that Cannon 15 @ prune example that
closing bases doesn 't reafly save money  You and T botk Enow thal you can make numbers say what
ever Your st thym doo [t s alf about wlat pot of money you are taffing afout But when you
cotpire sdcings to expendrtures you really do nor save You proved that powt watl the two star
twhen you pitned i down on vl mateer and e finally adnutted that the cost 15 zeroed out witen
You compare both saves and expenditures, | was a member of the base expedition team fere gt Cannon
wlien the F-7 11 Buses awre closed T Enow thate mowe IMOREy MRS spenl capandung Caunown fo fouse
awlf the F- 1115 than was saved ha ey remamed where they were.

A natton is onfy as strong as its wulitary  f am EXTREMEL'Y concerned that the alf mighty dollar
has become the drng force befnmd the mifitary  Tuwould point out that bgger seldom proves to be
better. Lot we share wivy, Wien ofl the T-171's were brought to Cannon &id aff the personnef come
with them? NO! Shawe and 1 A Torces bases ave going to find themsefves with a lot more planes
and wery few additional mauntawners! That can do notfiung but place us on the fast track to
destructtont | loved every day of mry mdtary career and every day Twish F was stf on that fhght fine
putteng fets in the awr o assure you § am today, as I did then, frghting change that results ti
notfing but 1 negative affect on M ¥ A Fore There are no pasttrves to be found in dosing Cannen
or any otfter mtfitary mstaflation Mark my words, the black_fole foams before us and @ weakened
mifrtary capabifely will suck us nght docem ! Thas action can do natfung but put BIG smulzs on onr
enpmigs’ faces and mutte otliers to become an enemy S UREL'Y you do not want this to fappen!



fu closing & would st e to pofnt our that for (loves/Portafes and other mditary towns this s
sotfung short of @ slup i tie face, Vaese towns and oties fave gone out of thear way for many, many
wedrs o support e mufltary and tas s the thanks they get fora, Hathont the support of the
commumty mifitary fife 15 a difficodt fife (o oo 1dten you Krowe vou ltaee that betweon a base and
cré, why wanld you groe that up fora few: doflars? (lovis and Cannon ave the best of twa worfds!
Please stop ths efoser effort an s tracks' W noed to fecp our maittary swaep out 1 order to bettcr
protect onr fiome fand from the present sremmes we have

I thauk Jor your consrderation of my thouglits and opumons. T only fiope you and the team, wilf come
and vt ourarea and fet ws prove tltat onr concerns are sound and factual
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SAS, Johin T Prater, VLTF (Retired)
£517 Falinds Cane
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Sar,

fam g refared Air Torce ecteran of 26 years service. Half of those years were spent at {annon
Force Base A terrthiz :m_ffﬂ.ﬁf is e L m.::rk:mg {72*.' pﬁirurlg Cannaon, or auy other rmﬁm.r}' msmﬂ:!.mrr,
on the cfosure fist. I know you are most {ifely fearing tins from every area that s on the fist,
dlrperer, gl Canmon ot i fa.]'wrm.l’{y frue’ !inpe el ey LRat witat § e o share watl you wall
conttace you of (hat fact. observed, on € -Span vour discussion with the JQwr force. I have never
been so disappointed by multtary feaders as fo how and why these decsions were made,

1 first arteed wl Curtinon it 1972 on efie flrst of iy theee asssgrinents to s oulstanuding base. My
Wit was eiglit months pregrant at the tume and theve was soymnches of snow on the ground, but the
fmmediate warmth we found at Cannon and m Clovss made us reaftze e fad found sometfung very
special. My career took, me (o tie far reachies of the world but I was fortunate enough to afiways frud
my way back_te Cannon and (levts, There 15 a very untgue bond between the two that [ never found
ity other place Toeas assygned. ot bond s just as strong today as ot was 33 years ago and afways
wall Do, And, that bond 1t about the dollars the base brings to the communty! No sr! Ity afinct
FESPECT' fna tame ften thie mfieary doesn 't flave the facorably rating o once fad e marey places,
if does n Clovs! Amyplace vou go tn the Cloets, Portales area mafitary personal are shoun the up
maost respect fur ther sevece Lo tiis nadton,

The closing of Cannon wonld lave a unmber of negatree affeces on the area v different ways Tarst
wonld be the educational system One of the Cloves schools near Cannon s 95% mufudary stndents.
The entare staff of that seltoof would Ghely be ot of wark Both Clovts Commanity Coffege and
Lastern New Mexrco University would eastly fhave a 1% reduction i stndenty Next would be the
economy  There 1s a0 doubt that many bustmesses would close thetr doors with the foss of some four to
Sfive thonsand jobs bemg taken away  These are people wio are frionds and nngfibors! Surely, we do
not want thi to appen! The Crires of Amartllo and Labbock would feel the smpact a5 well

ot onfy i e the refationsiap Setween the base and commumey that makes Cannon a great place to be
stationed, aind vatse a_famody, but Cammon 1ts self mafies of @ great place to be stationed! Agan, a
wmgue prde of professionalism fas afivays been the standard for persotnel at Cannorn. On maemerons
vecasions § deployed wich the 27 $ighter Wang  iththout fad we were the best foofing, best
organrsed, best prepared and flew: 100% of our mussons while vifier wnits sat on the ground broke! ff
you 'wﬂ'?-ﬁw.if at the :i';im, that same pmﬂ: ditd mssog dt‘{'um}':ﬁsﬁurfn! w st ay strong at Canen
today a5 it ever was! The motte of “Ihe go to Wing “usn't just words to tlie 27 Fgliter Wing, 1t wias
edraed amd i cherisfied by cvery unfividual assgned to the wung! Euery trme § drive onto the base
_.Irmm the e guarﬂfm whom erer [l Dustiess u-TH'E, I e .:.rm.lrn':t;fr_}l FespEcl r.!n.f!'-prfy?_'rswrm!'-r.ﬁ'rri,
tltat fs wilat fept bringmg e ard thowsands more kg me back te Cannon,

How aund wiy v Cannon ympartant to the secunty of onr watton? Planes do not Iy themseloes. It
rakes plots  Cannon fas fong been Enown for the tramng of priots There absolutely 15 no Setter
place to do that than Canmon i ase! Taky a moment and {ook_at rwo maps; the weatfier map and
the map of New Mexsco. A you see 15 open space and blue 58yt he cotses of Clrvns and Corrafes



lrve wsured that Cannon fas abundant open space from which to work and the weather permits
almost ay close o 2477 fhvng day and migltt as you wall find. Durng my 13 years ar Cannon we dud
expertence tie loss of dercrafi Some of those planes went dogst dunng take offs and fandings. The
one WERY important thtny tie priot didie't faee o worry about was fuman cost o the growund
because they weren 't there and stiil aren’t. As you krowe pet fuefwn't cheap! Wk the Mefrose
ﬁﬂm‘ﬁmﬂ AT fest moments duwdy o prm.:d-f.f Szeable cost SRS, yel prfwt'aﬁ*.i SupEror tm:rrzmgﬁjr
our prfots. Ao, with the adittioral supersonte fTymg aveq betng added w fartfier enfiances the mior
treterreng o frd ty.

Nowe T ovould fthe to pont out anotlier cory vaportant concern, retrred meftary Btk the Ol
and Yortales avea about 8 fo 10% of the population s retwred meliéary. 10 my opinton that the base
.":ff;.ﬁ';n!m'-pr.:r:-rc.lrfx a'zj_rffﬂuzl r.:.t;"f_ﬂu Eirooe {_:lfl:.l:. ynderfr-Care. s Yo Eirm-{i,' ne fead no sy ta fione onr
care s onfd be proveded Many of ws nmow pay for the care we were prosmised free fora career of serttee
to our ration, If e base 15 clased that care widl e imparred and become far more cosely. [ lad to
choose belwesn 1A amfﬁ"n-ﬂ'f.rrfjhr Hy J'Jlit"u:.lrr.-:m.!!'-.'r::'uf:.rilf I selected Tr-Care Prime n ur:ffrﬁ:r Hy 'pm'ﬁ?
to have care as well as wy self. For borll my wife and 1, fealth wssues require v1suts Lo our care
provider every 60 to 90 days at @ mummuam, (losing the base will requare payment for cach vistt we
make ¢ the focaf hosprial § did en analysn of dhe past two vears and detween offue and LR vists
tlat wwould run my wife and §an addutenal theee to four hundred doffars of addiional medieal cost a
year amd when you add the cost of medicatton we are facing an addisonal thousand doffars a year in
medical cost That may net seem (e a {ot to some people but for us it 15,

Finafly, if 311 taught us anvtfrng, of tangfit v that our enemtes are aase and observant powers. By
reducing the number of mittary mstallations we face, we are semply reduceng the number of targets
they fare to it to impede our abitiities o respond. Plus the realignment map provaded from your
discusston on £ Span would make o even easier’ The largest majortiy of bases are coastafl areas!
'H"."fj,' TN mu.%ng thewr job easnier ﬁar theme Fonoadditeon fo that (amnni prrume e{ampﬂ: thai
closing bases doesn't really save money, You and T both fpow that you can make mumbers sy whai
ever you vt thes too ftos all afour ahat por of money you are talfng afiout But when you
compare savings to expendttures you veally do not seve  You proved that potnt with the two star
when you muned tvm down on tlis matter and fie finalfy adontied that the cost 15 zeroed ot witen
o comyare both saves and eypendiures, | was a member of the base cxpediiton team fere at Cannon
iefions gl =111 Bases ceere cfosed, T oo that more money wds spent espdnding Camme Lo fiouse
T Hhe T-0 T thn s sueed .ﬁ:nffﬁc'_)l remarned where Lhey were

A nation is onfy as strong as tts mlitary. T am EXTROMELY concerned that the all mighty dollar
fias become the drinng force befiraf the military. [ rwould pont out that bigger sefdom proves to be
better Letwe share w By, When ofl the T-111 5 were brought to Cannon did all the persennel come
WAl them? INOT Shaw aud T Har Forces bases are gowmg fuﬁncf:ﬁrm&eﬁxc: with a fot more planes
and rery few additonal maritainers!  That can do notfung but place us on the fast track to
destruction! [ imved every day of sty wafitary career und every day Futsh Twas seolf on chat flighe fine
putiang ets vn the ot [ can assune you Tam today as £ dd elen, fyghting change tfiar resnlis m
notlng bud o neguitee affect on MY Air Force There are no posiiries to be found in closing Cannon
or iy otfier mufitary inseaffaton. Murk my wordy, the bluck fofe looms before us and a weakgned
mifitary capabiliiy will suck ns ng 't down ' Ths actron can de nothung but put BIG smifes on our
enemees faces and mrate offiers Lo become an enemry. SURELY vou do not want this 1o happen!



In clozung Twould st fthe ta pount ent that_for Cloves/Portafes and other mafitary towns tfis is
nothing siiort of a slap wr the face. These towns and cuttes flave gone out of thetr way for many, mamny
years b0 support the mlitaey ard (s nothe thanfy they get formn Fithout the support of the
communily wafitary fife 15 a difficelt §fc to free: When you Enow you fave that between a base and
city, ewhy would vou groe that up fora few doffars? Cloves and Cannon are the best of bevo worlds!
Please stop th closer effort wt its tracks' We need to keep our mlitary swoeep out 1 order to better
protect our fome land from the present enemies we have

T thank for your consuderation of my thougfits and openons. S onfy hope vou and the team, wilf come
and tred ourarea aund fel s prote #lat cur concorns are sonund and f?m:m:f
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SMS, Jodin L Prater, USAF (Retred)
8532 Lalinda Lane 0553 120 0D

Clirons, N 8810

o,

Fam g retieed Air Foree ceteran of 26 vears serevce. Half of those ears wire spent at Camion Aty
Force Base, A ternble mustalye 15t fite making &y placing € annon, or any other milttary installation,
on the closure fist, T ko you are most fikely hearmy tits from every area that s on the fist.
Howvever, with Cannon i as especiafly truet T hope and pray that what 1 lave (o share wath you wilf
comrvanee you of that fact 1 odserved. an C-Span vour duscusson watfe the A Force, f lace necer
been <o disapponted by mifiiary faders 2y to fow and niy these decisons were made

T first arreved at Cannon in 1972 on tie first of sy Hiree asstgnatents (o tfs outstanding fase, My
wife was ght months pregnant at the time and there was six inches of snow on the ground, but the
tmmedtate warmeh we found at Cannon and i Clovs made us realize we fiad found sometfiing very
.'.-‘pm.‘rmr My career .!crﬂ{m o I.H{'J“?Ir redches fifrﬁe rorfd But Fa mﬁ:mmam t'.rmugﬁ fo a.!"ppu_j.':;ﬁmf
my wdy dack o Cannon and Clovs, There s a very wirgue fond Befween e tivo that 7 aever found
any other place I was assygned  hat bond 15 fust as strong toiday ds it was 33 vears age and afeeays
will G, And, that bond wsn't about the doflars thie fase brmgs to tfie community! No st It {5 abont
RESTECT! Ina tme when the mifitary docsn't have the favorably rating it once fad i many places,
M does it (s Areyplace you goan the Cloves, Portales area amfitary personal are showu n the up
st respect for theor servece to this mation

The closing of Cannon wonfd have a number of negatewe affects on the area wn diffevent ways. Feest
ol be the educattonal system  One of e Clovts sctoolt near Cannon 15 95% mull itary students.

The entare staff of that school would Glely be aut of work, woth (fovss Commumiy Colfege and
Fastern New Mevico Untversiry would easdly have a 10% reduction n stadents, Nevt would be the
econony  There 15 sio doubt that many businesses would cfose thetr dpors with the oss o {fmmefﬂurm
five thousand jobs feing taken au dyv. These are people who are frends and newghborst Surefy, we do
et want this to happen! The Cunes of Amardlo and Cubbock would feel the mapact as well

Not only oot the relatwnsfip devw eon the Base and communiiy tlat makes Cannon a great place o be
stationed, and rawse a family, but Cannon 1ts self makes it a great place to be stattoned! Agawn, a
umgue pride of professtonalism fas afways been the standard for persounel at Cannon. On numerois
occasions | deployed with the 27 Fighter Wing.,  ‘Witkout farl we were the best fooking, fest
orgaized; best prepared and flew (00 of our mussions wihile otfier wnsts sat on the ground frofe! If
you will fook at the data, that sams pride and mission afmmpfwf ment i fust as strong at Cannon
today as 1t ever was! The motto of “Ihe go to Wing” wn't just words to the 279 Fighier Whag; ft was
earned and 15 chersshed by every undiwndval assygned to the wing' (Cery time I drue ento tfie base
Srom the gate jguard to whom ever £ furve Gustnrsy with, [ ser and enpay respect and professtonafism,
trat 15 what kepr bringing me and *Rousands more iy me bacl to Cannon.,

How and why 1s Cannon fmportan. to the secundy of our nation? Panes do not fIy themsefoes. ft
takes plots. Canron fas fong been fpown for the tramng of prfots.  There absolutely is no bettor
place to do that thaw Cannon MriBase! Take @ moment and fool at trvo maps; the weatlier map and
the map of Dew Megeo, A vou see w upen space and dlue sky! The cattes of Clows and Portales



have wsured that (dnnon ftas abundant open space from winch to worl and the weather permits
afmos! as cfose Lo 2477 fhng day and mypie a5 you will find, Dururg vy 13 years ot Cannon we duf
experionce tie fass of arrcraft Some of those planes went down dunng ke offs and landings The
ane T Rfrrripnrfdnf ting tiie pulot difi't fave to worry about was fuman cost on the ground
Because they weren't theve and sl aren't, 35 vou Rprent get fuel wn't cheap! With the Mefrose
bombing range just moments du.dy o provides sizeable cost savings, yet provades supertor training for
vur prlots. 15, with the aditttoral supersoc fTving area bemy added w farther enfances the pifot
frdurtimg u'fi:ﬁ!}'.

N | wonld (ke to potnt oud drother very mportant conceny; retved mafitary TWathm the Clowts
did Portales wrea abont § to 10% af the popelatton s retred safttary £t my opiraon that tie base
hosprtaf provades eyeellont core for those of us wnder Tr-{are As vou Emone e fad no say i flow our
care would be provided  Mary of us rarew pay for the care we were promsed free fur o career of service
to our natton If the base is closed that care will be impaired and become far more costfy. I had to
choose between VA and Tn-( are for my medical needs, I sefected Tr-Care Prome in onder for my wife
to fhave care ax well as my seff. For botft my wafe and I healtlt issues require ©151L5 Lo our care
pmwd’fr greny 60 to 90 a‘hjs abad wnnimum, 'fcm'ng the Base will FRHERE paymen&ﬁ}r eaqcit st we
make to the focal fosprrall 1 did on anadyss of the past two years and petween affice and LK visits
tltat would run my wife and § an adfitonal three to four hundved doflars of additonal medieal cost a
year atd when you add tie cost of medication we an facing an additional thousand doilars a year i
teedtcalcost  That may not seem ik a ot to some people Sut for vs it .

Finalby, o V17 taught us anyifing, o tawgfit ws that vur enemies are wise and obseroant powers. Hy
reducing the mumber of mifiary wmataflations we fiave, we are smply reducing the number of targets
thiy Rave to fut to .'mpccﬂ our aiitiey to respond, Plus the realigrment map provaded from your
discussion on (* Span wouwld make o ceen easter! The Largest majoney of bases are coastal dreas!

Wy are e mafing thew job savies for them? In addition to tlat Cannon 15 9 prime example that
cloving bases doesn’t veally save mimey  You and ! otk By that you can maky numbers say ahat
gver you wint them to. ft s afl abont wihat pot of money you are tallgng about  But when you
COMPArs Sae tgs Ly expenditures you reaify do not save. You proved that pent with the two star
wihen you pinned i down on s matter and e finafly admitied that ohe cost 15 zeroed out wfien
i compare both saves and cxpenditures  {was a member of the base expedition team here at Cannon
willen the 2111 bases woere closed, T oo it more momey wids spert expaading Canmen to frovase
all the #-11.1 5 than was saved fad they remammed 1oltere they were

A nation 15 onfy as strong as its mafitary. T am TXVRLMELY concerned that the alf mghey doflar
fag become the driving force befiind the mbtary T would pownt out that figger sefdom proves to be
better, Let we share why, When off the F-111 5 were frongfit to Cannon d1d aff Hie personnef come
with them? NO! Shaw and Ml 2w Forces bases are gorng to find themsefves witl a fot more planes
and very few additional mamiainers!  Ihat can do nothing but place wy on the fast track to
destructton’ [ foved every day of my mifitary career and every day T wish 1 was stl on #hat flight fine
putiing jeis m ehe air [ can assure you I am today, as | did then, fighting clange that resufts m
nothing but a negateer affect on MY 2w Torce There re o posttrves to be found r.l’b.mtg Canron
or amy other mulitary instaflation  Marf my words, the black hole fooms before us and a weakened
tefitary capi biftiy il suck us ryght doven ! Tha action can 4o notitmy but put @I smfes on our
enemier’ faces and meste others to decome an cnenry S URELY vou do not want this to fhappen!



fu clostug T would st Gke to potet out that for Clovis/Portales and other mifitary towns this i
notfung short of a slap tn the face. These towns and (s have gone out of their way for many, many
years to support the mulitary and this s the thanks they get forie Without the vupport of the
comuuanty mifttary Gfe o a difficefi fife to free. When you frow you fave that Getween & base and
ciey, whty wowld you give that up fora few doflavs? (loves and Cannon are the best of tuwo worldy”
Please stop ths cfoser effort s tracks' We need to feep our mittary sweep out i order to better
protect our fome fd from the present enemies we fave.

I franf for wour connderation of sty thoughts and eptuions T only fope you and the team, wall come
and v1stf our area and (et us prove that owr concerns are sound and Sfactual
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Joltn Prater



