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I am a retiredgir Force veteran oj-26years seruice. NaCfof thoseyears were spent at CannonAir 
Force Base. territih mista& is in the maeng by phcing Cannon, or any other mifitary instalition, 
on the closure l i t .  I knowyou a n  most like4 hearing this from every area that is on the list. 
Nowever, with Cannon it  is especial4 true! I hope andpray that what I have to share with you will 
convince you of that fact. I observed; on C-span yourdiscussion with theg ir  Force. I have never 
been so dGappointed by military haders as to how andwhy these decisions were made. 

Ifirst  arrivedat Cannon in 1972 on thefirst of my three assignments to this outstandi:ng base. N y  
wlfe was eight m o n t h  pregnant at the time and there was si2i inches of snow on the ground; but the 
immediate u)amzth we foundat  Cannon andin Clovis made us reafize we hadfoundsomething very 
special: N y  career tookme to thej'arreaches of the worM6ut I was fortunate enough to alwaysfind 
my way backto Cannon andClovis. There is a very unique bondbetween the two that I neverfound 
any otherphce I was assigned: gist bondis just as strong today as it was 33 years ago andalways 
w i l l  be. And; that bond isn't about the dolhrs the base brings to the community! Wo  sir! I t  is about 
RWPECT:I I n  a time when the mifitary doesn't have the favorabCy rating it once hadin many phces, 
it does in Clovis! Anyphce you go in the Clovis, Portahs area mifitary personalare shown the up 
most respect for their seruice to this nation. 

The closing cfcannon wouMhave a number of negative aflects on the area in diflerent ways. First 
wouMbe the educationalsystem. One of the Clovis schools near Cannon is 95% mifitary students. 
The entire s taf lof  that schoolwou MlibCy be out of work ~ o t h  Clbvis Community Colhge and 
Eastern Wezu Nexico University zlvouMeasiCy have a 10% reduction in students. Wext wouM6e the 
economy. There is no doubt that many businesses wouMclose their doors with the loss of some four to 
five thousandjobs being t a b n  away. These are peoph who arefitends andneighbors! SureCy, we do 
not want this to happen! The Citits ofAmariCCo andLubboc~wouMfeel the impact as well  

Wot on4  is it the rehtionship between the base andcommunity that mat&es Cannon a great phce to be 
stationed; and raise a famiCy, but (?annon its seCfma&s it  a great phce to be stationed! Again, a 
unique pride of professionalism has always been the standardforpersonnelat Cannon. On numerous 
occasions I deplbyed with the 2 7tWighter Wing. Without fai lwe were the best looeng, best 
organized; best preparedandflkw 100% of our missions wh ih  other units sat on thegroundbroke! I f  
you willlbokat the data, that same pride andmission accomplishment i just as strong at Cannon 
today as it euer was! The motto of-theg go to Wing" isn't j u ~ t  words to the 27'Wighter Wing; it  was 
earnedandis cherishedby every inriividualassignedto the wing! Every time I drive onto the base 

from the gate guard to whom ever .r have business with, I see andenjoy respect andprofessionalism, 
that is what b p t  bringing me and thousands more fi& me backto Cannon. 

S o w  andwliy is Cannon important to the security of our nation? Phnes do not f4  themsehes. I t  
takespilbts. Cannon has lbng been known for the training of pilbts. There absoluteCy is no better 
phce to do that than Cannon A i r  Qjase! l a b  a moment andlookat two maps; the weather map and 
the map of Wew Nexico. Al lyou see is open space and blue s b !  The cities of Clovis andPortahs 
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