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June 12, 2005

Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing to convey my intense concern regarding the base closure list and specifically
the selection of the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. I am deeply troubled by the
Defense Department’s recommendations to close the base. This recommendation is a
terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove
the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base from the list.

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly
Active Duty Bases. In particular, why BRAC would choose to close the only base with
C-130’s close to our international boarder and move those essential planes to Arkansas.
Of all places to move them “tornado alley”, as Senator Hilary Clinton has characterized
it. In addition, how could you choose to close the base whose unit helped to rescue
Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the reserves?

The justification provided, so far, from the Department has been the cost of leasing the
land and renting the buildings. However, Mr. Chairman this justification does not seem
to account for the closing of the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. In fact, in a report
released by the Department of Defense, the government owns 96 building on the land and
owns over half the land on which the base resides. Furthermore, the base has undergone
significant updates and additions in the past few years, making it a modern and fully
operational facility. If the Department was planning on closing the Niagara Falls ARB
then why did they decide to pour millions of dollars into the base renovation in recent
years?

I am also extremely concerned as to how the Department will defend the Northeast
Region. The runway at the base, beyond its recent renovation, is the only one long
enough in the region with the ability to land large defense planes, including Air Force
One. Also, I am sure you are aware that the Peace Bridge and Rainbow Bridges, both
located in Western New York, are among the largest ports of entry into the United States
from Canada. Niagara Falls itself and the power plants located there, supply power to a
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great portion of the Northeast and even Midwest, which could potentially be a target of
attack by terrorists. After the events of September 11 this nation faces grave terror risks
on a daily basis from all over the globe, how could you choose to close the Niagara Falls
Air Force Reserve base when it is the only base close enough to protect this vulnerable
region from attack?

After the attacks of September 11 the Niagara Falls Reserve Base sent hundreds of troops
and supplies to aid in the rescue effort. Those supplies and troops were able to reach
ground zero within 24 hours aiding in every way possible. The closure of this base
means less man power and supplies could be quickly dispersed to a number of major
cities within the short distance from Western New York.

Mr. Chairman, I urge the Commission, in the strongest possible terms, to remove the
Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base from the Pentagon’s recommended list of base
closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the military from our region.

Sincerely,

(aol 4. 7/

Carol A. Wojtowicz



