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To BRAC committee members:

I am a physician who moved to Clovis NM from a large metropolitan city three years ago.
At that time the Clovis- Portales area had an urgent need for physicians of all kinds but
especially general practitioners. I admit, I was hesitant about moving here at first, but saw a
growing economic base and the small town atmosphere that really appealed to me and my
family. I am now Chief of Staff at Roosevelt General Hospital in Portales and formed a
physician group that actively recruited many specialist and general physicians to this area
over the last 3 years. I've grown to love this area of New Mexico and have visited Cannon AFB
on numerous occasions either to meet the medical staff there or for medical functions , arts/
crafts fairs and air-shows. Now everything we have been trying to build here amongst the
medical community has been put at risk due to the listing of Cannon AFB on the BRAC list.
Clovis - Portales 1s a rural area with a large military presence and ethos that pervades these
commuunities and makes them safer places to live because of it. We come in contact with the
service men and women every day in both our medical practice and in town. Many of my
neighbors and friends are military personnel or their family members. The military presence
here easily accounts for 20-25% of the area economy and population. I hope you can
understand how we all felt Friday, May 13 when we heard that Cannon AFB was on the BRAC
list. My home value dropped by 40,000 dollars of equity essentially over night. Physicians
we had recently recruited sent word that they were not sure they could commit to a
community with a dying economy and certainly wouldn’t move bere until the real estate
values stabilized. If Cannon is closed I seriously doubt whether the Clovis- Portales
Commuunity College, Eastern NM University, Plains Regional Medical Center, Roosevelt
General Hosp., New VA Clinic or our fledgling group practice will be able to survive in their
present configurations, let alone grow. The economic impact will be nothing short of
devastating. Furthermore, a quick analysis of the BRAC list reveals that virtually all of our
neighboring states here in the west “WIN” big economically with the proposal as it is or have
no significant impact, while our community is given a buge blow to our economy. As stated
above real estate values have already dropped by just being on the list. Arizona and Utah have
no significant impact from BRAC. Nevada gets 1,059 net positions, Texas gets 6,150 net
positions, Colorado gets 4,917 net positions. These three states need more jobs and people



like my patients need three thumbs! Meanwhile, our small, rural, patriotic, under served
wedically, community in eastern New Mexico loses 2,824 positions!!? Please re-evaluate the
fairness and logic of the decision to close Cannon AFB. This area bas a lot of advantages fora
military base especially in this time of global terrorism. The relationship between Cannon
and the Clovis/Portales area is like no other I have ever experienced, and it would be a
travesty to lose it. Rural American communtities are the bedrock of this nation apd keep the
flame of liberty alive. I fear that base closures such as Canpon AFB and moving personnel to
larger cities will separate America’s military even further from America’s citizenry, for when
ibese bases go away , so too will the presence of the military in the lives of the people who
reside and work on or near them and appreciate them. In a bealthy democratic- republic we

separate the patriotic citizens from their military at our eterpal peril.

Sincerely,

Leslie Allan Donaldson MD



