
Monday, June 13,2005 

Dear Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr.: 
6/23/2005 

I have been a member of the ClovisPortales community for the past 10 years beginning 
with attending Eastern New Mexico University as a freshman in 1995. My intentions 
were to move back to my home town of Denver, CO after graduating, but, along with a 
terrific job opportunity and my grown fondness of the area, I have found myself calling 
Clovis home and am proud of it. 

The community is wonderful and the growth is amazing. Coming from a big city where 
it is more difficult to see the area change and grow, it has amazed me to see how this area 
has prospered in the past 10 years. Much of this change and growth is largely part of the 
stability of having Cannon Air Force Base. 

The base not only.pro\tides a monetary value to the community, but it also provides jobs 
for citizens of Clovis and Portales. One of my jobs while still in college was with a 
construction company that placed air conditioning and plumbing into many of the 
remodeled and new building on the base, including the air tower. Even though I was just 
a college student, it was a wonderful job. I did not rely entirely on that job, because of 
the fact I was a college student, but there are people in this community that rely on 
having those positions on a daily basis. 

I would like to remain in this community because I believe the growth will continue to 
make the area prosper and it is a wonderful place to have my family. Closing the base 
would have more impact than just a monetary value. People will lose jobs, schools 
would have to close because they primarily house base children, and the area will become 
stagnant and possibly even regress. There is nothing that could come in here that could 
replace the value the base provides for the area. 

If the decision remains to close the base, make it for the correct reasons. Everything that 
the military wants in a base, good weather year round for training, expanded air space, 
close bombing range, the ability to expand with ease, central United States location, can 
be found at Cannon. The community was devastated when we found out Cannon was on 
the list. We could not comprehend the reason for Cannon closing, when we felt we met 
most, if not all, of the necessary requirements for a base to remain open. 

Only a community that stands by our government and our military would care so much to 
fight a battle like this. I believe Clovis and Portales will always continue to support 
Cannon and what it stands for us and our protection. Please here the words of our 
community in helping to make the correct decision in opening or closing Cannon. 

Thank you for your time, , 

Greg Sfimack 

DCN 3388














