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WHEREAS, S e c r e t a r y  o f  Defense Donald R u m s f e l d ,  t h r o u g h  the 
Base Real ignment  and C l o s u r e  (BRAC) Commission,  h a s  made 
recommendat ions  abou t  which  m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a r e  t o  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  c l o s u r e  o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  i n  c o s t  - c u t t i n g  m e a s u r e s  
f o r  the m i l i t a r y ;  and 

WHEREAS, The  S t a t e  o f  I l l i n o i s  h a s  a  d i s t i n c t  and i m p o r t a n t  
m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  l i s t e d  f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t ,  the 
Capi t a l  A i r p o r t  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard S t a t i o n  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ;  and 

WHEREAS, Under the U .  S .  Department o f  Defense 
recommendat ions ,  the Capi t a l  A i r p o r t  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard S t a t i o n  
i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  w i l l  s u f f e r  a  net l o s s  o f  163 j o b s ;  and 

WHEREAS, The  U .  S .  Department o f  Defense recommendat ions ,  i f  
a d o p t e d ,  would f o r c e  the C a p i t a l  A i r p o r t  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard 
S t a t i o n  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20% o f  the 
approximately 774 job posi tions currently utilized by this 
f a c i l i t y ;  and 

WHEREAS, The  C a p i t a l  A i r p o r t  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard S t a t i o n  i n  
S p r i n g f i e l d  p r o v i d e s  combat r e a d y  a i r c r a f t ,  p i1  o t s ,  and 
r e q u i r e d  s u p p o r t  p e r s o n n e l  c a p a b l e  o f  g l o b a l  dep loymen t  t o  
p e r f o r m  t a c t i c a l ,  g e n e r a l  purpose  w a r f a r e  a s  d i r e c t e d  by m a j o r  
command a u t h o r i  t y ;  and 

WHEREAS, The  C a p i t a l  A i r p o r t  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard S t a t i o n  i n  
S p r i n g f i e l d  i s  one  o f  the r e m a i n i n g  b a s e s  a t  the center o f  the 
c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  s i t u a t e d  f o r  
e x p e d i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  anywhere i n  the n a t i o n ;  and 

WHEREAS, The  C a p i t a l  A i r p o r t  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard S t a t i o n  i n  
S p r i n g f i e l d  i s  a  f u l l y  c a p a b l e ,  a c t i v e - d u t y  m i l i t a r y  a i r f i e l d  
i n  the c e n t r a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and i s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  i n  b o t h  o u r  
c u r r e n t  and f u t u r e  e f f o r t s  t o  c o u n t e r  t h r e a t s  t o  o u r  s e c u r i t y ;  
and 

WHEREAS, The  C a p i t a l  A i r p o r t  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard S t a t i o n  i n  
S p r i n g f i e l d  h a s  unencumbered a i r s p a c e  f o r  t r a i n i n g  and exercise 

DCN 3558
Executive Correspondence



m i s s i o n s  and h a s  p l e n t y  o f  s p a c e  f o r  e x p a n s i o n ,  even f o r  
h o u s i n g  other b r a n c h e s  o f  the m i l i t a r y ;  and 

WHEREAS, The C a p i t a l  Airport  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard S t a t i o n  i n  
S p r i n g f i e l d  i s  n e a r i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a $10 m i l l i o n ,  s t a t e  o f  
the a r t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g ;  and 

WHEREAS, The Army N a t i o n a l  Guard h a s  begun  the p r o c e s s  o f  
r e p l a c i n g  i t s  c u r r e n t  f i x e d - w i n g  u t i l i t y  f l e e t  w i t h  a 
f i x e d - w i n g  c a r g o  f l e e t ;  and 

WHEREAS, T h e  p e o p l e  o f  the S t a t e  o f  I l l i n o i s  h a v e  l o n g  been 
a t  the forefront o f  o u r  N a t i o n ' s  d e f e n s e ,  a r e  f irst t o  j o i n  and 
send  t r o o p s  i n  a n y  con f l i c t ,  and h a v e  a s t r o n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  
s u p p o r t  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  the b a s e s  w i t h i n  o u r  b o r d e r s ;  
therefore, be i t  

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
NINETY-FOURTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, t h a t  
we t a k e  th is  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n v e y  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  the 
a d v o c a c y  and s u p p o r t  f o r  the C a p i t a l  A i r p o r t  A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guard 
S t a t i o n  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  t h a t  the Congres s  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
and the I 1  1 i n o i s  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  o v e r  
the y e a r s ,  and we s t r o n g l y  u r g e  the Congres s  o f  the U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  t o  c o n s i d e r  the i m p o r t a n c e  o f  th is  i n s t a l l a t i o n  i n  th is  
t i m e  o f  war o n  t e r r o r i s m  and the v i t a l  n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  
N a t i o n ;  and be i t  f u r t h e r  

RESOLVED, T h a t  s u i  t a b 1  e c o p i e s  o f  th is  r e s o l u t i o n  be 
t r a n s m i  t t e d  t o  the P r e s i d e n t  Pro-Tem o f  the U n i  t e d  S t a t e s  
S e n a t e ,  t o  the S p e a k e r  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t o  e a c h  member o f  the I1 1 i n o i s  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  
D e l e g a t i o n ,  t o  e a c h  member o f  the Base  Rea l ignmen t  and C l o s u r e  
Commission (BRAC) ,  and t o  the P r e s i d e n t  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  
America . 

Adopted  by the House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on  May 31,  2005.  

Michael J. ~ad igan ,  Speaker of the House 

Mark Mahoney, Clerk of the House 
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