
May 20,2005 

Loretta Bridwell 
PO Box 430 
Farwell, TX 79325 

The Honorable Samuel Skinner: 

We have just been informed that the BRAC Commission has put Cannon Air Force Base 
on its list to be considered for closing. This would be devastating to this area. I was at 
Walker Air Force Base in Roswell, NM when it was announced in 1965 that it would be 
closed. Roswell suffered for many years after that. 

Some of the same attributes that Walker had are available at Cannon. New Mexico is 
known for it's clear weather conditions most of the year. The air space is greater here 
than in larger cities. 

Clovis, Portales, and the surrounding area depend on the economy generated by the base. 
Many retirees come back to thus area to settle. They would loose their access to the 
Commissary and the BX. 

The schools, both public and higher education, would be affected by this action. The 
ripple effect might cause schools to be closed and would lead to lose of teachers. 

I feel mostly that if we keep closing our bases and cutting our man power, we could leave 
ourselves open for attack from other countries and there are a number of them who are 
building their forces and weapons. 

We pray that your commissio:n will really seriously consider the options before you close 
any of our bases. 

Sincerely, 

Loretta J. Bridwell 
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