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The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
Member, BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St. Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

May 2 1,2005 

Dear Mr. Bilbray, 

The purpose of this letter is to express my opinion on the proposed closure of Cannon AFB in the 
current BRAC round. I am shocked that Cannon is being considered for closure based on my 
expert knowledge having been stationed there during 1977-80,1983-86 and 1990-97 as an F-11 1 
pilot, Commander and Senior Officer. In the mid nineties, I Commanded the Operational Support 
Squadron (OSS), retired the F-11 l and helped transition from the F-l 11 to the F-16. As the OSS 
Commander, I owned all flying related support activities including Melrose Bombing Range, 
Tower, RAPCON, runways, simulators and Military Operations Areas (Airspace). During my 13 
years at Cannon, I watched and actively participated in the upgrade and improvement of almost 
every facility on base as well as Melrose Range and the attendant airspace. I believe I have the 
expertise to comment on the military value of Cannon both as a fighter pilot and a fighter wing 
facilities expert. 

As a place to train realistically and tactically, the flying amenities that Cannon offers are without 
parallel. It is quite simply a compete training package with range, airspace, low level routes, 
runways, hangars, maintenance facilities, housing, hospital and other base facilities that meet the 
complete needs of training in tactical aircraft. New Mexico's vast open spaces and low 
population density are impossible to beat in the lower tier states and the City of Clovis offers no 
encroachment issues like so many other of Air Combat Command's (ACC) bases. I have flown 
and trained out of virtually all of ACC's other bases over the years and none of them offer the 
complete training capabilities of Cannon. Talk to any pilot who has flown out of Luke, or Nellis 
AFB for example- there is no comparison. Clovis and its leadership have gone out of their way to 
ensure encroachment will not be ;m issue today, or in the future. 

Speaking of the Clovis Community, there is no better relationship between an Air Force Base and 
its civilian community. The people of Clovis are completely unified in their support for Cannon 
and have been for the last 50  years. They have worked diligently for the last many decades to 
make sure this relationship is as strong as it can be. Certainly there are other examples of good 
community relationships (Shaw has an excellent one), but Cannon's heads the list and has a track 
record to prove it. This community relationship only enhances the overall military value of 
Cannon. 

I don't believe the Air Force should give up any of its tactical fighter wings, but if a base has to 
go, it should be closed based on its utility for the future, not the politics of the present. Shaw & 
Seymour Johnson would be comparable to Cannon based on their size and mission. While 
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