


BRAC Regional Hearing
Mountain Home Air Force Base:
Military Value, Current & Future Growth,
Lack of Environmental Issues and Encroachment

U.S. Senator Larry E. Craig

Mr. Chairman, Commissioner Coyle, and Congressman Hansen, thank you for giving us
the opportunity to discuss BRAC’s recent decisions about the future of Idaho’s military
assets. We welcome the opportunity to come before you today to present the strategic
and national importance of Idaho’s training ranges and military assets to the United
States.

I will first present the Military Value, Current and Future Growth, and the absence of
Environmental issues and Encroachment of Mountain Home Air Force Base. Senator
Crapo will then discuss Community Support, Community Sustainment, and the Economic
Impact of BRAC’s decision on Mountain Home Air Force Base. Governor Kempthorne
will then wrap-up our testimony by presenting the Strategic and Homeland Security
importance of Gowen Field and BRAC’s impact on its mission.

Before I begin, I would like to recognize all of the attendees on behalf of Idaho. I must
point out that we are all here today representing Idaho, the City of Mountain Home,
Mountain Home Air Force Base, and Gowen Field. Not one person in this room is a
lobbyist, nor has anyone been paid to help us put our efforts together. What you will see
today is completely self-driven. We are passionate about our military, understand its
importance, and frankly don’t need any lobbyists to assist us.

Let me be clear: it is no secret that MHAFB is one of the only bases in the U.S. to
expand the size of its training range complex in recent memory. Several factors
contribute to this expansion, including MHAFB’s remote location, support from the
Congressional delegation, the Governor, and the overwhelming support from local
communities and interest groups. Currently, MHAFB sits on 134K acres of Air Force
land with 5.6M acres of useable Military Operating Airspace (MOA). This MOA resides
in three states, including Oregon and Nevada. Idaho is currently in the process of
expanding to 7M acres under the proposed Mountain Home Range Complex Expansion.
Additionally, these numbers do not reflect the 2M acres of the Saddle MOA, located just
northwest of the Mountain Home Range Complex, which is frequently used as a staging
area for war gaming by our pilots. Currently, we are trying to link the Saddle MOA with
the Mountain Home Range Complex. It is clear to see why MHAFB and the surrounding
area comprise one of, if not the most important, “national assets” this country maintains.

Because of the size and location of the Mountain Home Range Complex, MHAFB has
maintained the ability to house numerous weapons systems. Over the past 15 years alone,
MHAFB has been home to B-1Bs, KC-135s, and is currently home to F-15Es, F-15Cs,
and the F-16J. In fact, the Mountain Home Range Complex is such a national asset that
our foreign allies are sending their pilots and hardware to train at MHAFB. This year
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alone, we will see the Germans, Brits, and Israeli Air Force send their fighters,
maintenance, and support grOﬁ"ﬁ‘s’ to Mountain Home for Joint Force Training. Needless
to say, our allies recognize MHAFB as a World Class Back Yard Range Complex. With
this, it is my hope that the United States will recognize that Mountain Home is positioned
as the perfect location to expand and integrate our Coalition Training opportunities and
further mature our nation’s combat capabilities. :

In addition to the vast size of this World Range Complex, there are no “Federal Airways”
that run through the Complex. Adding to this, MH maintains over 330 days of VFR per
year in its unrestricted airspace that is equipped with 30 electronic threat emitters
positioned and repositioned for realistic battlefield training. These electronic threat
emitters provide aircrews with realistic threats and can be moved day-to-day or hour-to-
hour to provide our fighters with realistic scenarios. During this or any training, our
pilots are able to engage in air-to-air supersonic engagements over high-rolling deserts,
mountains, and deep fissure canyons that combine to provide our pilots and coalition
partners with top-notch realism of the battlefields we may face in the future.

Adding to the realistic nature we provide at the Mountain Home Range Complex, our
pilots and coalition partners are able to hit and sustain a flight clearance of 100 feet in
Idaho. I would stress that the normal ACC training is limited to 500 feet, which is 400
feet higher than we can fly in Idaho. That statistic alone highlights the realistic battlefield
conditions we can simulate at Mountain Home.

Aside from the range itself, MHAFB maintains one of the best infrastructures in the
country. We currently maintain one of the largest ramps in the ACC, with a $3M
renovation just completed, which can hold 220 aircraft. In addition, this new ramp has
been designed to withstand bomber and tanker aircraft. I should also quickly mention that
in the past few years we have built 600 new housing units of 1400 planned in a 10-year
program. These new housing units were recently awarded the winner of the “Air Force
Design for Excellence.” Without question, these new units will go a long way toward
keeping our military families happy and assist in keeping the military’s recruitment and
retention numbers up.

Further, Mountain Home just completed a $29M renovation of our 13,500 ft runway
which was recently named the best in the ACC by the 2004 Sustainment Team Visit. This
runway is located approximately 10 miles north of the Mountain Home Range Complex,
offering our pilots a two minute flight-to-fight. I'd like to take a moment to highlight the
importance of this two-minute flight. This two-minute flight is an entire 8 minutes better
than the ACC average for Air Force bases. Without question, this time-saving equates to
U.S. taxpayer dollars being saved, plus, it is within gilding distance for in-flight
emergencies. When our pilots take off they are virtually and immediately in a fighting
environment. Personally, I could not think of a better fighting environment for our
fighting men and women.

Once in the Mountain Home Range Complex, our pilots have immediate and numerous
resources at their disposal. As mentioned, the size of our range provides our pilots



S

~¥

endless opportunities for supersonic air-to-air engagements. Combine this rare asset with
the 110,000-acre Saylor Creek drop range and the new Juniper Butte drop range with
realistic industrial complexes, surface-to-air missiles, tanks and trucks, and our pilots are
engaged in a dress rehearsal for real world missions. Further, in these dense industrial
target areas of the Complex, we are able to provide air-to-ground precision weapon
training and can provide an urban training environment for the Army and Special
Operation Forces. Adding to this, we are able to critique and score our training missions
through the Mountain Home Range Complex Cowboy Control. This system controls the
Range Complex using multiple radars and links Mountain Home AFB to Gowen Field
and provides invaluable computerized debriefing capability for the joint training that
occurs on the range.

In addition to the endless training and expansion opportunities at MHAFB, there are
virtually no encroachment problems on the range. First, the State of Idaho and Mountain
Home Air Force Base have such an outstanding record of environmental stewardship that
species on the range have avoided being listed. I must say, the conservation efforts inside
the range are far more effective than outside the range. Today, no environmental
encroachment problems affect any of our training. Second, as alluded to, Mountain Home
Air Force Base is located in a remote location -- 10 miles from the closest city and 43
miles south of Boise. Never will you hear anyone in the community complain about
“noise” problems, because the City of Mountain Home is located well outside military
flight paths.

As you know, the proposed realignment for MHAFB is to eventually shift the F-15Cs and
the F-16s out in FY11, while bringing in additional F-15Es in FY09 to complement the
current squadron of F-15Es based at MHAFB. No doubt, it is my hope that this
realignment is part of a bigger plan to bring future weapons systems, like the F-22 and
JSF, to Mountain Home in the very near future. These weapon systems will benefit
greatly from this “National Asset”. However, in the meantime, I want the Commission to
consider the following:

Mountain Home AFB has been home to five different weapon systems at one time, and
has been a tremendous training opportunity for all of our military personnel assigned
there over the years. Each and every day, our crews have the very unique and rare
opportunity to train with, or against, mixed forces. As you know, this mixed-training
opportunity is something that rarely occurs and usually only occurs at large training
exercises such as “Red Flag.” The current mix of aircraft combined with the Mountain
Home Range Complex and its full array of modern realistic targets, electronic threat
emitters, and airspace capable of supersonic air-to-air engagements, provide the perfect
atmosphere and training environment for mixed aircraft and multi-aircraft exercises.
Combined, these facts make the aircrews trained at MHAFB more experienced and ready
for deployment and combat. Again, most “wings” only get this type of exposure during a
“Red Flag Exercise” or actual deployment.

All this being said, the value of joint training and exposure is hard to quantify. However,
it is definitely counter to the actual dollars being saved by going to a single weapons



system -- the F-15E. Without question, our pilots benefit from “Joint” training. Whether
that training is with other types of weapons systems, or training with our coalition
partners, the need is there for “joint” training. In my opinion, realigning Mountain Home
to a single aircraft wing erodes critical in-place combat training synergies not found
elsewhere. Currently, we maintain integrated Air Defense Systems, F-16CJ Suppression
of Enemy Air Defense capabilities, F-15E air-to-air and air-to-ground capabilities, and F-
15C air-to-air capabilities that round out the joint, day-to-day combat training scenarios
at Mountain Home.

Unfortunately, the proposed realignment temporarily takes away these “joint” training
opportunities. By making Mountain Home Air Force Base, and other bases around the
country, a single flying unit, I fear we may be making decisions that will cost us more
money in the long run to perform “joint” training. As demonstrated, Mountain Home Air
Force Base is one of the only bases in the nation that has all of the components necessary
to accommodate our training needs of the future.

While it is no secret that I am somewhat questioning this realignment, I am here today to
make the case that MHAFB should be the recipient of future weapons systems. Ican
only hope that this realignment is part of a bigger plan to beddown future weapons
systems such as the F-22 and F-35 at MHAFB. We’ve fought long and hard to make this
region a World Class Training Range and we believe it is one of the Department of
Defense’s top “National Asset.” Idaho is best situated for its current roles and missions
and presents the nation with its greatest strategic opportunity to expand while maximizing
joint and coalition training opportunities at the lowest and most convenient cost to U.S.
taxpayers.

Thank you Mr. Chairman, and members of the Commission, for your time this morning.
I will now turn to Senator Crapo to address the Community Support and Economic
Impact of Mountain Home Air Force Base.
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BRAC 2005 Regional Hearing
Community Support & Economic Impact
Presentation by Senator Mike Crapo
Mr. Chairman, Commissioner Coyle, Congressman Hansen, and Congressman
Bilbray, it is a pleasure to be with you today and have the opportunity to share

with you my perspectives on community support for Mountain Home Air Force

Base and the possible economic impacts resulting from realignment changes to

-the base.

Since 1942, Mountain Home Air Force Base has been an important part of the
State of Idaho and the local community of Mountain Home. This long partnership
has flourished in a state that is very 'patriotic and proud of its military missions

and heritage.

Mountain Home is the quintessential military town with an unprecedénted level of

support for their base. Driving through town, the pride they feel is evident at
every corner from the banners stating “Home of the Brave”, to the American and
POW flags flying in support of military personnel. With the current deployments,
there are signs of support everywhere, especially the yellow ribbons blanketing
the town from the back of cars, to windows of businesses and homes, to being

posted on the utility poles along the main streets of town.

The City of Mountain Home has long been a supporter of the base and its

missions. Mayor Joe McNeal, the City Council, all of whom are present here
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today, and the residents of the city keep the base and its mission in mind in their

duties to ensure they speak with one voice.

The town and the base are inseparable from each other. Many of the town's
13,000 residents are retired Airmen who continue their support for the Air Force
by working at the base or volunteering to help support it in various way. Nearly
every business offers military discounts and much of the town’s workforce is
made up of military spouses. The community understands the strain that the
deployment schedule puts on the military member and their families. They
provide a strong recreation program, school system, library and 'many other

services supporting the families. During deployments, they are ready to support

the families in any manner needed.

The community shows its support of the base in many ways. Each September
for the last 45 years, the community has organized Air Force Appreciation Day
celebrations. The celebrations include the Iérgest parade in the state, which
marches proudly down the town’s main street, American Legion Boulevard. Air
Force Appreciation Day attracts over 10,000 suppoﬁers. Every two years, the
Chamber of Commerce Silver Wings of Idaho Committee partners with the base
to provide a world class air show for this region. These events are invaluable to

the local economy.



Ouality of life in Mountain Home is second to none for military personnel. The
consistent high level of support for the military by the community is the best
aspect for most Airmen. The town is less than thirty miles from a major
metropolitan area. There is very little crime. There is no smog or traffic.
Oufdoor recreational opportunities abound. Families can feel safe. Your child
can leave his or her bike in the front yard, and it will still be there in the morning.

Airmen and their families stationed at Mountain Home love where they live.

~ Infrastructure -

The City has been working hard toward a strong and prosperous future for t.he
base. With a steady annual growth rate and the anticipation of the possibiiity of
new missijons and growth to the base, the city committed to an upgrade of sewer
and water systems. These upgrades are expected to accommodate the next 20
years of growth. Other recent upgrades undedaken by the city .include doubling
the size of the library and computer lab, expanding the city's firefighting
capabilities, and a new juniér high school. The City has undergone a significant
increase in housing in the past eight years including 1,000 new homes and 400

new rentals.

The local Chamber of Commerce and businesses play a vital role in the support
of the base with the Mountain Home Military Affairs Committee, which recently
celebrated its 25" year. The committee provides an important link between the

community and the base and ensures constant communication between the two.
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The strong support for the base doesn’t stop at Mountain Home. The State
support can be seen in the dollars that the Idaho Department of Transpdrtation
has spent with a new 4-lane highway from the City of Mountain Home ten miles
to the main gate of the base. The State Legislature has also issued a Joint

Memorial of Support for the airbase which was sent to the President.

The State has supported a strong higher education program on the base. The
educational infrastructure is used not only for military personnel and their
dependants, but also for local community students. In addition, the state offers
in-state tuition rates for active duty military that might maintain their legal

residency in another state.

Economic Impact

The Department of Defense’s recommendations to the BRAC Commission
included realignment at Mountain Home Air Force Base. If realignment is
approved in its current form, it would result in a net loss of 538 military personnel,
31 civilian personnel at the base and 305 jobs indirectly affected. The economic
impacts of such actions would be immediately apparent in a small community like
Mountain Home. For example, the loss of 538 military personnel represents 12%
of thé total personnel at the base. That loss represents payroll of over $20 million

that would vanish from the small local economy. More importantly is the impact

of “Boom to Bust’ due to actual implementation of the proposed plan.
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While Mountain Home is a supportive and growing community, the turbulence of
losing over twelve hundred jobs could upset this balance. One lost military
position in a small, tight-knit community such as Mountain Home has a greater
tangible and intangible effect than one lost in an urban community. We must
ensure careful planning in the schedule for realignment so the effects on this
small community can be minimized. The ideal scenario would be for the BRAC
Commission to deny the move of the F-16s and F-15Cs from Mountain Home Air
Force Base under BRAC and then for the Department of Defense to make the
move in coordination with the arrival of a new weapon system or mission and

accompanying personnel.

During this process, we must remember to keep an eye on the future. As
Senator Craig and | have demonstrated, Mountain Home is well-positioned for

future missions and weapons systems.




BRAC and the Community

Idaho’s preparation for the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure has been to
prepare for the future. At every level, we have worked toward the modernization
and sustainment of Mountain Home Air Force Base. Preparing for BRAC has
been a long-term, grassrooté effort from the local citizens and elected officials of
Idaho. Mountain Home did not need to hire the work done; so many ldahoans

volunteered to help that it truly became a community effort. | am proud to be a

part of that effort.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my experience with the overwhelming
community support that Mountain Home offers. In my twenty plus years of public
service, | have never experienced anything quite like it. Between the incredible
community and state support, the lack of encroachment and environmental
issues, .the state-of-the—art training range, and the willingness of the community
to do whatever it takes to aid the base in any mission it is given, Mountain Home
Air Force Base is prepared to grow and continue to play an integral role in the

future of the defense of the United States.

Thank you Mr. Chairman, and members of the Commission, for your time this
‘morning. Now Governor Kempthorne will present the strategic and Homeland

Security importance of Gowen Field and BRAC's impact on its mission.
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Congress of the nited States
TWashington, BL 20515

Joint Statement by

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON
| and

HON. C.L. “BUTCH” OTTER
OF IDAHO

Before the BRAC Commission
Friday, June 17t%, 2005

Good Afternoon, Members of the BRAC Commission. We recognize the challenging task
you have before you, and we appreciate the opportunity to submit testimony regarding
Mountain Home Air Force Base and Boise Air Terminal Air Guard Station.

Commissioners, one of the criteria used to select military installations for closure or
realignment states: “The extent and timing of potential costs and savings, including the
number of years, beginning with the date of completion of the closure or realignment, for
the savings to exceed the costs.” By moving the C-130s to Cheyenne, savings to the
Department of Defense are estimated to be $1.7 million over 20 years or less than $100,000
per year for 20 years. The Department of Defense has already spent a great deal of money
to create the infrastructure needed to house and maintain the C-130s. This spending would
not be recouped if the C-130s were to be transferred. Economically, it does not make sense
to move the C-130s. In short, the Depattment of Defense would lose money spent on
infrastructure, while savings from the realignment would be minimal.

Community support for military bases is truly a two-way street: the Department of Defense
benefits from supportive communities just as communities benefit from their military bases.
While communities receive economic benefits from their bases, the strongest military bases
also have strong support from their communities. As we all know, while the military recruits
a soldier or an aitmen, it retains their families. A welcoming community provides the
servicemember and his family with a feeling of stability and comfort that comes with having
a place to call home. As just one example, every year, the town of Mountain Home hosts
Idaho’s largest parade, the Air Force Appteciation Day Patade. Thousands of people come

- to show their support of and gratitude to their Airmen. Commissioners, it is difficult to find
mote suppottive and welcoming communities of theit bases than Boise is of its Air Guard
and Mountain Home is of the Gunfighters.

Commissioners, part of Mountain Home Air Force Base’s unique military capability comes
from its “Air Expeditionary Wing.” Currently consisting of F-15Cs, F-15Es, and F-16s,
Mountain Home’s gunfighters have the opportunity to train together at the base, so they are
better prepared to fight together when they are deployed. While streamlining this force may
create long-term savings, we do not believe this realignment is in the military’s strategic
interest. It would limit training opportunities because airmen would no longer have

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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experience training and flying with a variety of missions as they currently do. The Base has
successfully deployed fighters throughout the War on Terrot, and its pilots were always well-
prepared to work with other missions. Futthermore, Mountain Home Air Fotce Base has
been consistently recognized for its outstanding and extraordinarily efficient maintenance
team. In 2004, Air Combat Command awarded Mountain Home with the Daedalian
Weapon System Maintenance Trophy, which recognizes the maintenance group with the
best weapon system maintenance record for the year. It is hard to imagine that creating a
more streamlined mission consisting of only one type of aircraft could increase the efficiency
of Mountain Home.

The Department of Defense recognizes the value of Mountain Home’s premier training
range as a “location that is well suited for air-to-ground, low-level, and air-to-air flight
training.” The Idaho Congressional delegation, Governor Kempthorne, the Air Force Base
and the community of Mountain Home, including its ranchers, Native American tribes, and
environmentalists, have wotked closely together to improve the training range capabilities
and protect it from encroachment. The Base’s ideal location away from any major
population center allows its pilots to fly and train without interference or complaints from
surrounding communities. The ramp is among the largest in Air Combat Command with
the capacity to hold an additional 150 airceaft, and its runway was recently named the best in
ACC in 2004 Sustainment Team Visit. Commissioners, we believe it is in the Department of
Defense’s best interest to continue building and expanding upon the mission at Mountain
Home rather than distributing aircraft to other wings. _

Members of the Commission, we believe BRAC is in the best interests of the country and
our national security. As a member of the Military Quality of Life Appropriations
Subcommittee (Simpson) and a former Lieutenant Governor and member of the Idaho
National Guard (Otter), we have had the opportunity to hear firsthand from our military
servicemembers about the importance of restructuring our forces to fight the threats of the
21% Century. Numerous times, we have voted against delaying the BRAC process. We
support the BRAC process because we believe it is in the best interest not only of our
nation’s military, but also of the men and women who constitute our nation’s armed forces.

We do not, however, believe the suggested realignments of Mountain Home Air Force Base
and the Boise Air Guard Station best serve the strategic interests of our military. We hope

the BRAC Commission will consider our statement as they make their final decisions on the
suggested realignments,
¢
n
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Mike Simp C.L. Butch Otter -

Member of Congress Member of Congress



City of Mountain Home . - -

160 South 3¥East, PO Box 10, Mountain Home, ID 83647 ( 208)587-2104 Fax (208)587-2110

June 15, 2005

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment commission
2521 South Clark Street, Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: City of Mountain Home and Mountain Home AFB, ID

Members of the Commission:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Base Realignment and Closure
recommendations you recently received from the Secretary of Defense.

I am retired from the U.S. Air Force at Mountain Home Air Force Base. I am now
serving as the City’s Mayor. I am in a unique position to talk to you about the
City, Base and State.

The City has worked for many years in cooperation with military personnel at
Mountain Home Air Force Base. We have an ongoing relationship with the base and
provide them with a great place to live and raise their families. The City of
Mountain Home and our neighbors at the Air Force Base know that together we are
important to the DOD and the Nation. We are poised for the future. The City and
State want to be the Nation’s “go to” State for expeditionary military training.
The City has increased its housing constructing over 1,400 living units in the past
several years. This figure includes 400 new rental units. Our City is currently
spending 6.2 million on water and sewer expansion projects to insure excellent City
services for the next 20 years. Our Parks and Recreation programs are second to
none for a small community. Our School District has beautiful facilities and
maintains the highest educational standards.

As a retired Air Force Senior NCO, I know the military value of Mountain Home Air
Force Base. The City hopes you will leave the Fl16’s and F15/C’s in place until
additional missions present themselves. 1Idaho is the key to joint coalition air
power training and operations hub due to time tested active duty and guard
synergies, air space, ranges, lack of encroachment, excess expansion capabilities,
DOD leading environmental and cultural track records and stellar community support.
I appreciate the huge task that lies before you. I feel we are poised for growth.
The City of Mountain Home and State of Idaho is not only best suited for current
roles and missions but presents the U.S. Air Force, DOD and the Nation with its
greatest strategic opportunity to expand. The loss of over 500 personnel will have
a huge, negative impact on the City’'s economy. The details for these losses are
contained in the “Economic Impact” documents from the City’s Economic Development
Office.

Once again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Base Realignment and
Closure and the affect/opportunities it has on the City of Mountain Home, Mountain
Home Air Force Base a the State. :

espegtfully Submitted,

Jog/\B.” McNetl, May
uUs. MSGT, Retired

www.mountain-home.us




Economic Development Office

City of Mountain Home
- 150S3E
\ Mountain Home, ID 83647
June 16, 2005
2005 BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark, Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202
RE: Mountain Home AFB, ID

Dear Commission Members,

It is a privilege for me to be able to provide my input on the Base Realignment
recommendations presented to you by the Secretary of Defense. As the Director of
Economic Development for the City of Mountain Home, I have strong feelings about the
proposed actions.

The realignment of MHAFB, as proposed by the Secretary, will result in a net loss of 538
military, 31 civilian and hundreds of other spin-off jobs. The reverberations will be felt
throughout our retail and service sector. Our real estate market will suffer due to vacant
homes and apartments. Our school system will feel the pinch with loss of impact aid.

Our community has worked tirelessly to provide for the needs of the personnel at
Mountain Home Air Force Base. The City is currently spending over six million dollars
to expand our water supply, water system and sewer system. The community is doing all
it can to accommodate growth, including expansion of our Public Library, three new fire
trucks ($1,000,000) in the summer of 2005 and a new Law Enforcement Center in 2002.
Voters just passed a Bond election to build a new $7.5 million County Jail. Our housing
supply has not only increased in numbers but the overall quality of our stock has
dramatically improved. Mountain Home has been very pro-active in our approach
because we know the high degree of Military Value present at MHAFB. We know
MHAFB will continue to be one of the premier bases in the Air Force, and therefore, will
continue to grow. Iam just one of hundreds of people that were surprised to find out the
proposed realignment would result in a net loss of assets and personnel at our base. I
hope you will find a way to maintain the current level of personnel at Mountain Home
Air Force Base.

Thank you for your dedication to the United States. I appreciate your consideration.
Sincerel

)?f gwﬂ jﬁ
Ron Swearingen, Dirsgtor

Phone: (208) 587-2173 Fax (208) 587-2175 ecisc@mountain-home.us
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Economic Impacts
Mountain Home, Idaho

The Department of Defense’s recommendations to the BRAC Commission, made on May
13, 2005, included realignment at Mountain Home Air Force Base. The realignment, if
approved would result in a net loss of 538 m111tary personnel, 31 civilian personnel at
MHAFB and 305 indirect jobs. The economic impacts of such actions would be
noticeable in a small community like Mountain Home. Asa general analysis, I see the
following potential impacts:

e The loss of 538 military personnel represents 12% of the 4,465 assigned here.
That loss represents payroll of $21,109,320.

e The loss of 31 civilian personnel from the base represents 3.7% of the total. That
loss equates to a payroll decrease of $918,340.

o The loss of 305 indirect jobs (school teachers, clerks, dental assistants, etc.)
represents an estimated payroll loss of $6,839,625 (305 x 22,425 which is the per
capita income level of Elmore County according to the U S Census 2002)

e Approximately 550 living units would be affected, either owned units that would
be for sale or rentals that would become vacant. This would undoubtedly result in
a downturn in the real estate market for the area.

e The school district would see a reduction in Impact Aid from DoD based on the
specific number of children no longer enrolled here.

Numerous, ancillary impacts would be felt that are 1mp0351ble to define precisely. Water
user fees at the City of Mountain Home would decrease, recreational programs would see
a drop in participation and all local businesses would see a noticeable reduction in
revenue. These are just a few examples.

The Mountain Home Air Force Base FY04 Economic Impact Statement, a copy of which
is attached, was used for much of the information above and I will use it for the second
part of this paper, dealing wnh the devastating impacts of Closure at Mountain Home Air
Force Base.

In the event of closure of Mountain Home AFB, the impacts would rattle the State of
Idaho’s economy. Simply speaking, closure of MHAFB would result in a direct loss of
$400,965,825 to the State economy. When the multiplier is used, the resulting impact is
over $850,000,000. The effects would be the most devastatmg in the City of Mountain
Home.



o Military and civilian employees at MHAFB represent about one third of the
population of Elmore County and about 40% of the citizens of Mountain Home.

o The loss of 4,465 military and 828 civilian jobs would result in the loss of another
3001 indirect jobs. In other words, Mountain Home and Elmore County would be
reduces to less than half of their current population.

In the late 1960s, the Air Force moved SAC from MHAFB and turned us into a TAC
base. The 2-3 year lag time between missions resulted in over 500 VA and FHA
repossessed homes. The number of repossessions that would result from realignment
now would depend on the number of people involved and the schedule of the moves.
The ideal scenario would see the virtually simultaneous departure of the F16s and F15Cs
while the F15E troops from Elmendorf were arriving or to happen in combination with
the beddown of future weapon system to off set the loss. This coordinated move would
decrease the number of military personnel moving to Boise, thereby reducing the number
of vacant homes and apartments in the Mountain Home area.

The City of Mountain Home has had some success in economic development and
diversity over the past 8-10 years. Even so, the economy of Mountain Home and the
surrounding area has revolved around Mountain Home Air Force Base and agriculture for
over fifty years. Agriculture has seen a steady decline in profitability over the past
decade. Therefore, any decrease in the mission at Mountain Home Air Force Base is
accentuated in the local economy.

Prepared and submitted by:

Ron Swearingen, Executive Director .
Economic Development Office

City of Mountain Home

(208) 587-2173
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Mountain Home, Idaho
On the Move

The City of Mountain Home has over fifty years of history with Mountain Home Air
Force Base. On numerous occasions, there have been major changes at MHAFB that
resulted in significant increases/decreases of military personnel. The City has always
been able to adapt to the changes and maintain an excellent, mutually beneficial
relationship with our Air Force neighbors.

Southern Idaho, as a whole, has been growing a lot for a decade and Mountain Home is
no different. The 1990 Census established our City population at 7,913. That figure
increased 40.8% (11,143) in the 2000 Census. Our current population is approximately
13,000. Naturally, some of the local growth is directly attributable to additional Air

- Force personnel. However, the balance of the growth comes from a number of sources.

Californians are selling property for large prices and moving to this area because of
quality of life and cost of living. Retirees of all kinds, including military, have made
Mountain Home their home. We have a large sector of our population that works in’
Boise, an easy 35 minute commute. One of the attached charts indicates that over 1,600
Elmore County residents commute to Ada County each day.

Mountain Home has not sat idly by during these growth years. The City, County, School
District and other entities have taken numerous actions to position ourselves for whatever
may lie ahead. '

SCHOOLS: Citizens passed a school bond for a new Jr. High with a 77% yes vote. The
school opened in 1999. The School District currently has the capacity to handle a lot of

additional students. The School District has an ongoing maintenance program that keeps
all our school buildings in excellent condition.

CITY: Since 1996 there have been over 1,400 living units built in Mountain Home.
This is in contrast to only 39 per year during the previous ten years. The construction has
been divided into about 400 rental units and 1,000 single family units. Construction and
development is still at a very high pace with 14 subdivisions currently in one stage or
another. Several other projects reflect the growth of Mountain Home:
e A new 180 MW, gas-fired, turbine power production facility was completed in
April 2005 at a cost of $58,000,000.
¢ A 74 room Hampton Inn is under construction and will include a 2,200 s.f.
meeting and convention facility. .
e A Wal*Mart Super Center opened here in 2001.



¢ A new, million dollar expansion of DeMeyer Furniture was complete in 2000.
A juvenile detention facility opened here in 2001. Three Springs, Inc. is privately
owned, operates under a State contract and employs 61 people.

o Several new businesses have opened in the past five years to include: Shucks
Auto Parts, Jade Palace, Dollar Tree, Wendy’s, Washington Mutual Bank and
others. Many more businesses remodeled and/or expanded.

In order to keep pace with the growth, the City has continuously evaluated its
infrastructure and has taken several steps to remain proactive instead of being reactive,
including:

e The City built a new law enforcement building in 2002.

o The City, after 15 eyars of planning and negotiating with the Idaho Dept. of
Transportation, received a new four lane underpass in the center of town that can

- handle the ever increasing traffic.
The City added nine holes to its existing nine hole golf course.
The City is currently out to bid on the first phase of a $6.2 million water and
sewer expansion project .

o The City has invested over a million dollars in fire equipment, including a ladder
truck and three new fire engines being delivered in the summer of 2005.
Mountain Home enjoys an ISO rating of 3. This rating keeps our insurance
premiums low for both commercial and residential users.

The City has developed numerous parks and outdoor recreation areas.
The City has an active Downtown Revitalization group that has made numerous
~ improvements and they have a lot of projects ahead.

e The City Library is currently under construction. The $1.5 million project will
almost double the size of the facility and greatly increase the computer lab.

The City of Mountain Home Economic Development Office was originally formed in
1989 and was known as the Elmore County Impact Steering Committee. DoD Office of
Economic Adjustment funded the original operation as a planning group for potential

impacts of changes at MHAFB. In 1991, OEA wanted the group to change to an
economic development mode. The Economic Development operations have enjoyed a

great amount of success. There are over 1,000 more non-military jobs now than there
were in 1990 and tens of millions of dollars have been invested in commercial ventures.
The Economic Development Office works throughout Elmore County on every facet of
business retention and diversification. Tourism, planning and zoning issues, local events,
public awareness, marketing, grant writing, information gathering and many other tasks
are performed at the Economic Development Office. The Governor’s Special Assistant
on Military Affairs, Billy Richey, operates from the Economic Development Office and
both attempt to coordinate their efforts for the mutual benefit of the Air Force, the State
of Idaho and the City of Mountain Home. '

County: Elmore County saw a lot of growth between the 1990 and 2000 Census,
increasing in population from 21,205 to 29,130. They continue to grow with
approximately 200 residential lots under development. Commercially, Simplot Land and
Livestock built a granary and milling facility three miles outside Mountain Home,



investing $20+ million dollars. The same Simplot organization operates the nation’s
largest commercial beef feed lot in southern Elmore County. Two new dairies are up and
running and two more are under construction. The operational dairies currently employ
90 people full time. Agriculture has seen ebbs and flows depending on electrical rates
and commodity prices but it remains a mainstay of our economy.

A 90 MW gas-fired, turbine power production facility was built in 2002. Wind power
generation facilities are up and running and more wind mills are planned.

As part of its re-licensing agreement at C J Strike Dam, Idaho Power is working on
numerous projects that will benefit the recreational opportunities in the area.

Our area has prepared itself for growth through planning, the forming of viable
partnerships, dedication of financial resources and hard work. We are ready to
accommodate the new missions and businesses that are in our future.

Prepared and submitted by:

Ron Swearingen, Executive Director
Economic Development Office

City of Mountain Home

(208) 587-2173
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BRAC 2005 Regional Hearing
Portland, Or
Mountain Home AFB Military Values

_Mountain Home AFB is located in rural southwestern Idaho, 10 miles south of the City
of Mountain Home and 43 miles south of the City of Boise. Its rural location add to its
military value now and into the future

It is virtually free from air traffic control conflicts and therefore takeoffs seldom are held
for air traffic. :

_Remoteness adds many other qualities to the Military Value list

--Access- a 4-lane highway, railroad spur and new runway and ramp stressed for
the heaviest aircraft make for easy access by anyone. .

—Force Protections is at the max with miles of rolling agricultural lands
separating the base from the nearest community and the community, Mountain Home is
one of the few communities evaluated with a crime rate index below the national average.

—Encroachment and ability to expand go hand in hand.

—-The area off either ends of the runway is clear of any residential
building following strict zoning codes.

—— Mountain Home AFB has no encroachment, period. It is located 10
miles from the closest city, Mountain Home, and is located in an agricultural zone in
Elmore County. In 1960 Elmore County established strong zoning to protect the base
and continue to protect it with their ordinances today. The county worked with the wing
to establish a hazard area and allow a very controlled amount of business within 1.5 miles
of the front gate. The immediate area for 10 miles primarily zoned agricultural with only
one sub-division approved near the base. Itis approximately 4 mile from the runway and
2 mile from the front gate. The next nearest development is over 4 miles from the base.

—--For the future, the Governor has had his request accepted, for a
DOD/OEA grant for a Joint Land Use Compatibility Study. This request is not to resolve
any encroachment issues, but to help Idaho plan and prevent any problems or issues 20
years or further in the future. This is on track and we plan to have OEA visit Idaho in
August to start this project.

—Noise is not an issue, it is 2 miles to the nearest subdivision well outside of local
flight paths and it is 10 miles to the nearest town, making noise complaints non-existent.

- Mountain Home AFB has tremendous ability to grow. The base is 6,844 acres with
only 60% of that having been developed and over 2,700 acres on base that could be
developed. In addition, there are thousands of acres surrounding the base that could be
acquired for expansion of base missions. The base is located by agricultural farm and
ranch lands. Very few houses are located near the base.

-The runway renovation a $29M project completed in 2003, which resulted in being
recognized in 2004 as the Best in ACC by their sustainment team visit. It is 13,500 feet
long and is 200 feet wide ad is located 12 miles form the northern edge of the Mountain

'Home Range Complex or flying time of about 2 minutes. This is about 8 minutes better

than the ACC average for their bases. This can equate to dollars saved in flying hours in
getting to the range.

~The ramp is among the largest in ACC and a $3M renovation was completed in 2003. It
is capable of holding 220 fighter aircraft and was designed as a Strategic Air Command



bomber ramp and is able to hold bomber and tanker weight aircraft. The ramp also has a
hot fuel area that allows the quick turn of engine running fighters to allow for surge
training activities.
-The base is one of the few to have a Disposal Landfill on base. This saves
approximately $100,000 annually and has a minimum of 15 years of useable life
remaining. It is one of the few asbestos disposal areas in DOD.
-They have a waste water treatment facility that has partnered with the golf course and
computerized a watering system with effluent water that is saving 200,000 gallons daily.
-The base hangers were built to house bombers 40 years ago and provide great indoor
space for maintenance, either expediting maintenance in cold weather or helping during
ongoing phase maintenance programs.
-Base Family Housing is a multi-phase project started in the 90s. There will be 1394 new
units built replacing the old deteriorating housing, with the final funding in FY2007 and
construction completed this decade.

--It is and will be a great retention tool for the Air Force.

--The new housing is modern and is designed in a planned community style.

--With the base only being used at 60% capacity of the real estate (6,844acres)
there is definitely room for more housing if required.
-The base has a full hospital with 10 beds. The modern facility was built in 1989 and has
great capacity including an emergency room.

--Trauma patients are air evacuated to one of the two regional trauma hospitals in
Boise.
-The base has excellent facilities with more to come. The new Base Operations and
Rapcon will be built in 2006 along with the Logistic Readiness Center. We will continue
to work to modernize Mountain Home AFB for the future.
-Munitions Storage Area has excess capacity for a fighter base, being expanded in the 90s
to provide added storage for the B-1B munitions that was part of the 366 Wing as the Air
Force’s Air Expeditionary Composite Wing. '
-While water is an issue in Idaho it is not for Mountain Home AFB, they have existing
rights that are twice their current usage rate
-As stated earlier encroachment is not an issue for the base or their training range and
contrary to the AF data released June 4™ there are no Threatened or Endanger Species,
no Critical Habitat, and no significant Wetlands that impacts daily operations or training.

Billy F Richey, Colonel (Ret) USAF
Governor’s Special Assistant for Military Affairs
PH (208) 587-2173 CP (208) 599-1256
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- The Mountain Home AFB Military Operating Area (MOA), known as the Mountain
Home Range Complex, is a “National Asset” that encompasses 5.6 million acres and is
only 2 minutes away from Mountain Home AFB and 6 minutes from Boise. It provides
modern realistic training with great supersonic airspace, greater airspace, new range with
multiple targets, combat control and electronic emitter capability.

--Three new expansion areas soon will add an additional 2.5M acres to the MOA

--The area has varied terrain with high rolling desert, deep canyons and
mountains. In addition, it is sparsely populated with most of the lands under the Military
Operating Area being Bureau of Land Management and state lands used for grazing.

-- Flight clearance to 100’ in Idaho (normal ACC training is limited to

500%)

-- Supersonic above 10,000’ for air to air training

-- Area is large enough for supersonic air to air engagements

-- Great open airspace near Military Operating Area (MOA) provides for
opportunity to connect MOAs or expand—airline traffic in close proximity to airspace is
minimal.

--- The airspace is not encroached by airline traffic as depicted in the FAA

photo taken during a military down day in 2000.

-The range complex has tremendous realistic targets complexes and a large array of
mobile threat emitter sites, that provide realistic electronic threats that can be varied to
meet the needs of the mission.

-- Saylor Creek Range, 110,000 acres, is a drop range with targets that simulate
airfields, bunkers, and realistic army tanks plus various buildings

-- Approximately 20 miles south of Saylor Creek Range is Juniper Butte Range
that began operation with Enhanced Training in Idaho in 2000. Juniper Butte Range is
made of modern realistic targets with a large industrial complex and a railroad yard that
is protected by two surface-to-air missile complexes and a forward edge of the battle
(FEBA) line with numerous simulated tanks. All of these targets are optically scored for
great crew feedback.

-- In addition to the two large drop areas, there are 5 no-drop target areas that
provide realistic targets spread over a large area for multiple target simultaneous attack
during routine training or large scale exercises. Four 5 acre targets, two with industrial
buildings, a radar complex and a missile site, plus, a 640 acre site consisting of large
array of approximately 150-200 simulated tanks and trucks.

-- Supporting the range are 30 parking sites for electronic threat emitters
scattered over eastern Owyhee County, where mobile emitters can provide realistic
threats that can vary locations for day to day or hour to hour.

-- Mobile and varied electronic threats combined with the realistic targets provide
the best training possible for the aircrews

---Separation of targets provide great training for single ship or multi-ship
exercises '
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—-- Dress rehearsal for real world missions
- Optical scoring for great crew feedback
- Dense industrial area targets provide for air to ground precision
weapon training and /or an urban training environment for Army, Special Operation and
other ground forces
-- Mountain Home Range Complex airspace is controlled by Cowboy Control using
multi-radars tied together and modern computer recording and critique capability

- Historical, environmental and land use issues have resulted in some minor operational
limitations that the wing has selected to impose. None of the limitations have an impact
to training. Our elected officials will continue to work to lessen their impact to any
operations now or in the future.

--Examples include seasonal limitations provide great public relations during
rafting, Big Horn Sheep lambing or Sage Grouse leking season. Our elected officials will
continue to work toward avoiding any restrictions in the future.

—There are no Threatened or Endanger Species, no Critical Habitat, and no
significant Wetlands that impacts daily operations or training.

- Mountain Home Training Range Complex - Range modernization has improved
training for both the 124™ Wing and the 366" Fighter Wing, the Air Force and various
coalition forces.

—- Tt has provided outstanding training for the 366" Fighter Wing and the 124™
Wing as they prepared for combat as proven in their actions in Afghanistan and Iraq.

-- It hosted numerous large scale wing, Air Force and joint exercise, even holding
a Red Flag North. Most currently it has been chosen for use by our coalition forces for
training, i.e., Israeli, Great Britain and, soon to participate, will be German crews.

- We are very confident that if you visit Mountain Home and talk with the

aircrews flying today and review the data, Mountain Home Range Complex will
definitely impress you and stand on its own merits.

-- It is the very best backyard range in the Air Force

Billy F. Richey, Col, USAF, Ret
Governor’s Special Assistant Military Affairs
PH (208) 587-2173 CP (208) 599-1256
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Mountain Home Range Complex

Mountain Home Range Complex is uniquely located in airspace with no encroachment
by airline and civilian flight traffic

_The State of Idaho and it’s delegation recognized this fact and helped the U.S. Military
develop this range into the very best possible use of land and air.

-Since the last BRAC in 1995, we have worked to improve the range with Enhanced
Training in Idaho (ETI) —an expansion of the airspace and building of a new and
modern realistic target complex called Juniper Butte Training Range.

_This was a tremendous win for the nation and took the effort of the citizenry and every
level of community and political support to make it happen.

_Local citizens provided the drive and insured ETI was not derailed by any opposing
groups.

-County Commissioners provided zoning and voiced public support for the military and
their training.

_The State of Idaho was one of the first states to appoint a military liaison, the
Governor’s Special Assistant for Military Affairs. This appointment provided an
individual that could easily stay engaged with any military projects and work as the
liaison to pertinent, involved state agencies, expediting results and insuring Idaho’s
support. - :

-Idaho State Land Board helped project ETI through a lease of State Endowment Land
in a exemplary show of support for the cost of $10.00

-The Idaho Fish and Game teamed with the Air Force and the Department of Interior,
Bureau of Land Management to educate the public and work to resolve many issues
that had been debated in Idaho for years. They participated with Sage Grouse and Big
Horn Sheep studies and provided expert information that helped to clear the way for the
great training that takes place in Idaho today.

“The Air Force and Owyhee County joined in an agreement for Owyhee County to help
maintain the roads in the county that allow access to the range and all the new
electronic emitter parking sites. .

_Duck Valley Indian Reservation, home of the Shoshone-Paiute Tribes, entered into a
tremendous partnership with the Air Force to help develop, maintain and operate the
training range. _

-With the majority of the range being airspace over Shoshone-Paiute traditional lands,
the effort did require a full partnership to work the many cultural and historic issues
that presented itself in the Owyhee Desert. '

_They partnered full time in the development of the ETI Environmental Impact Study
and through construction of the range and continue that partnership today.

-An ongoing program called Wing and Roots provides an excellent forum for
Government to Government consultations between the tribes, the 366 Fighter Wing and

State’s Idaho Military Division.
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-ETI was a tremendous effort with former Senator Kempthorne and the rest of the
delegation working for legislation that gave Idaho and the military one of the best
ranges in America with realistic, modern targets and a complete array of electronic
threat emitters

-The Legislative delegation also helped insure that the Mountain Home Range Complex
was the first backyard range to receive the new Joint Threat Emitter. The Joint Threat
Emitter will be combined with the various mute, mini-mute and other emitters to
provide our aircrews practice against today’s modern threats from either our adversaries
or coalition assets obtained by adversarial forces. Vital training is crucial for today’s
war on terrorism.

-The great part about the MHRC is that we developed enough roads and parking
locations that we can easily change or modify the threat scenario or enemy threat on
any given week, day or, even, hour. This is a real training advantage for the crews that
fly here daily.

-What did all this hard work and cooperative effort provide? A new modern realistic
training range that is here today for training tomorrow.

-We, and, by we, I mean the citizens of Idaho, the local communities, county, state and
federal elected officials all recognize and support the great military value of Mountain
Home AFB and Gowen Field!

Billy F Richey, Colonel (Ret) USAF
Governor’s Special Assistant for Military Affairs
PH (208) 587-2173 CP (208) 599-1256
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“-Community support can be defined in several ways, but most common, it is similar to
the daily support of a family
--Since 1942, Mountain Home AFB has been an ingrained part of the State of
Idaho and the local community of Mountain Home. This long partnership has flourished
in a state that is very patriotic and proud of its military missions and heritage
~--Today, with current deployments, there are yellow ribbons everywhere from the
back of cars, to windows of businesses, and homes, to being posted on the utility poles
along the main streets of town.
--Many on-going shows of support include Operation Crayon, Cheer Baskets,
Operation Warm Heart, Chamber of Commerce Giving Tree, support of Airmen’s Attic,
etc.

- The City of Mountain Home has long been a supporter of the base and its missions.
The Mayor, City Council and all the residents of the city have always kept the base and
its mission in mind as they perform their duties. In 1995, the wing became operational
ready as an Air Expeditionary Wing and, since that time, they have been on a constant
deployment schedule. The community understands the strain that this puts on the
military member and their families. They provide a strong recreation program, school
system, library and many other services supporting the families. During deployments
they are ready to support the families in any manner needed. Driving through town, the
patriotism is very evident with patriotic banners stating “Home of the Brave”, yellow
ribbons for those deployed and the basic American and POW flags flying for special
events.

-The City has been working hard toward a strong and prosperous future. With a 4-4.5%
annual growth rate and anticipation of the possibility of new missions and growth to
MHAPFB, the city committed to an upgrade of city sewer and water, expected to

accommodate the next 20 years of growth
-- They are starting a $4M dollar upgrade of the city sewer system to include:

upgrading the lagoons, upgrading and enlarging the main delivery lines, adding new
delivery lines

' -- They have dedicated $2.2M dollars for water for the future, $800K for water
rights and $1.4M for well development and upgrades. These will increase the cities
pumping capacity from 9,220 gallons per minute to 12,485 gallons per minute

-- The City voters approved, by 75%, a $1.5 million dollar bond to double the size
of the City’s library and computer lab. This will provide a modern facility adequate for
years to come.

--The city is currently in a growth spurt of 4-4.5% with 14 subdivisions totaling
over 500 residences per year, averaging about 40 residential permits per month.

-- In the area surrounding Mountain Home, Elmore County reported that in the
past 12 months, they have approved 4 new subdivisions with 66 lots with 4 others in



progress for an additional 67 residences. They also have had 14 letters of information
filed providing another 55 lots.

-The City of Mountain Home provides the great quality of life that a small town of
13,000 can bring to a base.

--The Parks and Recreation program provides the full gamut of beautiful parks,
numerous recreation events and a 18 hole championship golf course for all to play. The
golf course gives active duty military the same rates as they would get on base

--The schools cater to the military dependent, with 37% of the students
being a dependent, the schools understand their issues after 50 years
---Recently completed a new $10M Junior High School and
annually budgets funds to insure the maintenance of each facility to top quality standards.
With the one vacant facility on base and new Junior High in town there is plenty of
capacity for growth both on base and in town.

--The City, planning for growth, added three new fire trucks to the volunteer fire
department assets. ' ,

--In 2003, in partnership with the Idaho Department of Transportation and the
Union Pacific Railroad, they developed a new $18M 4-lane underpass connecting
Airbase Road with the City of Mountain Home and the 1-84 Boise highway providing
safe access for approximately 8,000 Air Force active duty, civilian workers and
dependents.

---The underpass project replaced an old, unsafe 2-lane underpass

-The local Chamber of Commerce and businesses play a vital role in the support of the
bases with their actions, time and dollars
--Mountain Home Military Affairs Committee (MAC) celebrated its 25" year in

April 2005, playing a very important role in the support of Mountain Home AFB.

---They support the base socially and by being a Political Action group.

---They commiit to funding several functions a year to mix with the
members of the military and their families, award ceremonies—commander and first shirt
barbeque, wing picnics and post inspection parties are a few of the activities

---The MAC Chairman and the local Mayor have a standing invitation to,
and attend, nearly every function on base—this provides each airman a visible sign of
support from the community

---In return, the Wing Commander has an Honorary Gunfighter program
that assigns Military Affairs members, and other local dignitaries, to be associated with a
Squadron or unit on base for a year—joining in on almost any function, commanders call
or just to visit the work place gives both sides a view from opposite perspectives

---The Political Action side of support is done by keeping a constant
presence with higher Air Force leaders and with Idaho’s Congressional Delegation—
MAC budgets two trips annually called the “East Coast Swing”

----The MAC Chairman, the ACC Commander’s Action Group
local representative, the Governor’s Special Assistant for Military Affairs meet with the
ACC Commander and his staff and are given updated briefings on the command and
Mountain Home AFB’s issues, then meeting with the Air Staff to have an Air Force wide



=,

perspective. Then loaded with the facts, they meet with the Congressional Delegation to
pass on the insights gained and lobby for Idaho’s needs. v

----April 2005 visit SAF/PA said “They are like family, not just
back here for BRAC.”

-- For 45 years, the Chamber Air Force Appreciation Day Committee has planned
and executed celebrations on the first Friday and Saturday after Labor Day. It’s
definitely “old fashion America” with corn shucking, fun run, POW/MIA Memorial
service, AFAD Booster/Commanders breakfast, longest parade in Idaho and enjoy the
day with Air Force Band, 120 booths (profit and non) and with a carnival in the park with
free barbeque feeding over 6,000 every year. This includes all the military and anyone
within driving distance that wants to help celebrate

—-Every other year the Chamber of Commerce Silver Wings of Idaho Committee
partners with the Airbase to provide a world class airshow for this region. Idaho’s
businesses and corporations partner with Silver Wings of Idaho to fund the civilian
performers and other parts necessary to make it a world class event.

-—-Gunfighter Skies 2003 Silver Wings of Idaho was able to give $24,300
back to the base and the community. The Mountain Home AFB’s organizations made
$13,500 during the event and received an additional $12,000 for their base charitable
organizations upon completion of the event.

---The real win was a public relations and recruiting venue for the Air
Force — over 80,000 visitors spent two days seeing their tax dollars at work.

-Elmore County Commissioners and some of the founding fathers of Mountain Home,
with great forethought, worked together to develop a county planning and zoning
ordinance that has protected the base from encroachment and other impacts that could
hamper the wing’s mission.

-- Areas surrounding the base have been zoned as Agricultural with limited and
restricted housing and business options. The zoning allows for agriculture in the
precision approach corridor and limits residential to one house per 5 acres and agriculture
in other areas adjoining the base. The main gate of the base and access road are zoned to
allow only limited commercial properties on 5 acre lots. Also, limits on signage and

towers are used to protect the bases flight operations.
--The County Zoning Commission keeps the protection of Mountain Home AFB

in mind as they write and implement ordinances. For example, they are currently
rewriting ordinances that deal with Wind Turbines and Confined Animal Feeding
Operations in order to protect instrument approaches at Mountain Home AFB and to
protect the quality of life for base personnel

-Owyhee County Commissioners provide great support for the base even though very few
base personnel live in their county. All the flight training in the Mountain Home Range
Complex takes place over Owyhee County. Owyhee County helped to expand and
improve the range and daily help with the maintenance of the Electronic Emitter roads,
providing safety and security for Air Force personnel in the desert, and even responded to
aircraft mishaps. All just being good patriots and supporters!



-The State support can be seen in the dollars the Idaho Department of Transportation has
spent in the area of Mountain Home AFB with new 4-lane highway from the City of
Mountain Home to the main gate (10 miles). A Joint Memorial of Support for the airbase
from the State Legislature was sent to the President.

--The State Land Board, chaired by the Governor, has a history of supporting the
military and their mission. In 1999, the state leased state endowment lands to the Air
Force to enhance their training capability for the token fee of $10.00. This was a show of
military support and in direct conflict with a coalition group opposed to the military’s
project and making a bid of $5,000. Showing courage and support, the board voted
unanimously to support the military.

--The Department of Education has supported a strong higher education program
on Mountain Home AFB. It is used not only for military and their dependants, but also
for local community students.

---In addition, the state offers in-state tuition rates for active duty military
that might maintain their legal residency in another state.

--As one of the leading states, the State of Idaho established the Governor’s
Special Assistant for Military Affairs in the 80’s to work the other Base Closure
processes and continues that today. (many states have only started such a position for
BRAC 05) He continues to perform as:

--Liaison between the base, Air Force and state agencies, City of Mountain Home
and the local Military Affairs Committee

--Promote military bases and activities in Idaho, in particular MHAFB, the only
active duty Air Force Base in Idaho

---Training Range

---Community Relations locally and throughout the state

---Work with Mountain Home, Glenns Ferry and Boise Chambers of

Commerce ,

---Works closely with Idaho’s Congressional Delegation in Washington

DC

---Annually make visit(s) to the East Coast to visit with the Commander of
Air Combat Command, Air Force leaders and the Congressional delegation — promoting
MHAFB

-Idaho’s Congressional delegation has continued to modernize MHAFB with millions of
dollars of construction since the last BRAC and prepare the base for the ongoing
transformation of the services. The aircraft parking ramp and runway have been
refurbished, runway rated “best in 2004 by ACC Sustainment Team”. Family housing is
undergoing a 10 year rehab program providing a modern housing development that
should greatly improve retention. In addition, construction has been completed for two
new squadron buildings, a munitions storage building, two large hangers and the addition
of the 726™ Air Control Squadron facility. Other new facilities have been built to include
fire station, family support center, and a new housing office. On the services side, the
clubs were combined into a modern facility. Silver Sage Golf Course has completed a
modernization of their watering system that saves approximately 200 thousand gallon
daily. The physical fitness center modernization was completed this year. The Air Force



funded and compieted the $42M training range addition and expansion of the Military
Operating Area to provide realistic combat training.

-Idaho’s preparation for the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure has been to prepare for
the future. At every level we have worked toward the modernization and sustainment of
Mountain Home AFB.

--BRAC has been a long term, grassroots lobbying effort from the local citizens
and elected officials of Idaho. This includes the monetary investments made for
Mountain Home AFB’s growth and continued success.

Billy F Richey, Colonel (Ret) USAF
Governor’s Special Assistant for Military Affairs
PH (208) 587-2173 CP (208) 599-1256
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-The wing has an overall mission and goal to prepare for expeditionary operations,
maximizing the combat potency while integrating all facets of the wing together.

-The wing’s combat role covers the entire spectrum from Air Dominance to Shaping the
Battlefield. :

--The 3 weapons systems make all of these areas possible, the F-16 provides
suppression of enemy defenses, while the F-15C provides air superiority and the F-15E
air to air and air to ground capability, able to deliver the full complement of modern
- smart weapons, all weather, day or night
-Training while at home station is the most important part of being able to complete the
mission successfully

—-The different types of fighters and a modern electronic range operated by the
wing, makes a great combination for the best training possible.

--With different types of fighters stationed locally, they are able to fly daily, in
dissimilar flights, in large or small scale attacks, training that is normally done only at
large scale exercises.

--Having a local Air Control Squadron and an Air Guard range unit providing
electronic threats, aircrews can get realistic training at a tremendous cost savings

-—--Some ranges are owned and operated for test and evaluation or by other
commands driving the cost and scheduling, making routine training cost prohibitive

--Crews train daily in scenarios that some wings only get by going to Red Flag
-This past year three coalition air forces came to Mountain Home AFB and the training
range to use for their annual stateside training.

_Israeli trained from June 30™ until July 30™ 2004

—British RAF were here form May 27" until April 24" 2005

--and the Germans will be here October 4 through the 21st

--They all felt the training was so good two would like to come back permanently
and the other would like to make it an annual training event

Billy F Richey, Colonel (Ret) USAF
Governor’s Special Assistant for Military Affairs
PH (208) 587-2173 CP (208) 599-1256
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-Idaho is very capable of supporting the full spectrum of the Military Mission in
Idaho
-Mountain Home, Elmore County, Owyhee County and the State stand ready to
support today’s mission and any future missions necessary for our nations
defense.
_Mountain Home is not a large city by numbers but is large in heart and support of
our military. For 50 years, it has supported and partnered with Mountain Home
Air Force Base

—The town has 2 economic impacts that support it — Agricultural and
military

- The community has always remained staunchly supportive of the air
base as military missions have come and gone

—-Through its history, Mountain Home AFB the base has gone from
bombers, to fighters, to electronic warfare aircraft, to missiles and to the air force
air expeditionary composite wing all bringing unique challenges and hardships as
the missions changed, public opinion and crisis changed.

— During the Vietnam era when protest were the trend, Mountain

Home had a visit from Jane Fonda and her protest group to stage a protest of the
Vietnam War, at the gates of Mountain Home AFB. The Local patriots showed
up in numbers far greater than the group and sent them packing to some other
state that was not so pro-military and loyal to our nations defense.
- Mountain Home has grown with the base, constantly gaining with a large
military retiree population that stands ready to support any and all projects needed
by our military, either locally, statewide or nationally.
-Mountain Home Chamber of Commerce, Military Affairs Committee celebrated
its 25™ anniversary this April. The committee provides a social support for the
base and also performs as a political action group supporting of Mountain Home
AFB and the military in Idaho. It has a membership of over 80 businesses and
individuals in the local area and each donate time and funds to support this
mission.
~The City of Mountain Home has long been a supporter of the base and its
missions. The Mayor, City Council and all the residents of the city have always
kept the base and its mission in mind as they perform their duties. In 1995, the
wing became operational ready as an Air Expeditionary Wing and, since that
time, they have been on a constant deployment schedule. The community
understands the strain that this puts on the military member and their families.
They provide a strong recreation program, school system, library and many other .
- services supporting the families. During deployments, they are ready to support
the families in any manner needed. Driving through town, the military loyalty is
very evident with red, white and blue eagle banners stating “Home of the Brave”,



yellow ribbons for those deployed and the American and POW flags flying for
special events.

-Elmore County Commissioners and some of the founding fathers of Mountain
Home, with great forethought, worked together to develop a county planning and
zoning ordinance that has protected the base from encroachment and other
impacts that could hamper the wing’s mission.

-- Areas surrounding the base have been zoned as Agricultural with
limited and restricted housing and business options. The zoning allows for
agriculture in the precision approach corridor and limits residential to one house
per 5 acres and agriculture in other areas adjoining the base. The main gate of
the base and access road are zoned to allow only limited commercial properties on
5 acre lots. Also, limits on signage and towers are used to protect the bases flight
operations. '

--In 2005, they continue to work to support the Air Force mission. When
a 10,000 cow dairy was proposed within 2.5 miles of the base the commissioners
chose against permitting for the dairy and chose to protect the quality of life of the
nearby residents of the base.

-- In 2004, with the drastic increase in energy cost and the proliferation of
wind turbine generation capabilities, the county again looked beyond new tax
dollars and increasing the economy of the county that would come with new giant
wind turbines. They chose to develop an update to the county ordinance to once
again protect the airspace and limit high towers that could impact flight operations
at Mountain Home AFB.

-- The list of support for the military in Elmore County is long and
substantial

-The State, too, is very supportive of the mission of Mountain Home AFB.
-As stated earlier, they were and are today very instrumental in every part of the
training range and its capability _
-The state has also helped by putting their tax dollars to work in support

--The Idaho Department of Transportation has completed, or soon will
complete, over § 32M dollars of road work in direct support of Mountain Home
AFB, contributing to mission and personnel public safety.

--In 2003, the Idaho Transportation Department, in partnership with the
Union Pacific Railroad, built a new $18M, four-lane underpass in Mountain
Home, replacing a old narrow two lane underpass. This provided tremendous

- improvement in safety and access to Mountain Home AFB for their personnel.

The underpass connects the Airbase Road, Hwy 67, with the feeder roads that
come from Boise, Twin Falls, and Sun Valley.

-- In addition, Idaho Transportation Department in the past 3 years
completed an $18.6M rebuild of the main freeway, Interstate 84, between
Mountain Home and Boise. Their most dramatic improvement for the base was
the rebuild of a $18.0M four-lane road between Mountain Home and Mountain
Home AFB. In addition, they added large truck turn lanes and stop areas to
provide greater safety specifically for base personnel.



-- They also completed or plan to complete $14.0M improvements of the
tributary roads that feed the main artery to the base.

-The Idaho Department of Commerce and Labor has began work on a proposed
legislative bill that will allow military spouses to receive unemployment benefits
for those who are moved from their jobs due to a permanent change of station of
their military spouse or if the military member is deployed. Or, in the case of an
Idaho Guard spouse who elects to leave their job when their spouse is activated
and deployed and the working spouse elects to stop working. The Department of
Commerce and Labor worked hard to make this happen in the 2005 state
legislature but ran out of time. The foundation has been set to make it happen in
2006.

-The State Land Board, chaired by the Governor, has a history of supporting the
military and their mission. In 1999, the state leased state endowment lands to the
Air Force to enhance their training capability for the token fee of $10.00. This
was a show of military support and in direct conflict with a coalition group

. opposed to the military’s project and making a bid of $5,000. Showing courage
and support, the board voted unanimously to support the military.

-The Department of Education has supported a strong higher education program
on Mountain Home AFB. It is used not only for military and their dependants,
but also for local community students.

--In addition, the state offers in-state tuition rates for active duty military
that might maintain their legal residency in another state.

-The Governor of Idaho led the way for State to appoint someone to be the liaison
between the Governor, state agencies and Idaho’s military bases.

--In 1991 the governor saw the need for a liaison to not only work with the
State agencies, but to focus on the State’s only active duty base, Mountain Home
AFB, not only working with state agencies, but our congressional delegation.
This position is able to give the governor a representative at any and all base
functions or meetings, showing the military commitment that the State and the
Governor have to the base. In addition, he travels to meet with Air Combat
Command in Langley AFB, Va, Air Force Headquarters at the Pentagon and with
our delegation in Washington DC to work on behalf of the state on any military or
military support needs. Last visit, during a time when all the communities across
the nation were visiting because of BRAC, the Secretary of the Air Force Public
Affairs person remarked, “These people are family they are not here just for
BRAC!” The State shows constant commitment to support the military and
Mountain Home AFB through time, effort and dollars. The Idaho Congressional
Delegation is able to rely on the Special Assistant for Military Affairs for good,
factual information to help in their legislative efforts to support the Air Force and
Mountain Home AFB. This position has given the state a constant presence and
awareness of the needs and desires of Mountain Home AFB and the Air Force.
This equates to a win-win for everyone.



-Idaho’s Congressional delegation has continued to modernize MHAFB with
millions of dollars of construction since the last BRAC and prepare the base for
the ongoing transformation of the services. The aircraft parking ramp and runway
have been refurbished, runway rated “best in 2004 by ACC Sustainment Team”.
Family housing is undergoing a 10 year rehab program providing a modern
housing development that should greatly improve retention. In addition,

- construction has been completed for two new squadron buildings, a munitions
storage building, two large hangers and the addition of the 726™ Air Control
Squadron facility. Other new facilities have been built to include a fire station,
family support center, and a new housing office. On the Services side, the clubs
were combined into a modern facility. Silver Sage Golf Course has completed a
modernization of their watering system that saves approximately 200 thousand
gallon daily. The physical fitness center modernization was completed this year.
The Air Force funded and completed the $42M training range addition and
expansion of the Military Operating Area to provide realistic combat training.

Billy F Richey, Colonel (Ret) USAF
Governor’s Special Assistant for Military Affairs
PH (208) 587-2173 CP (208) 599-1256
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Realignment

-The DOD Realignment proposal for Mountain Home AFB recommends that a squadron
of 18 F-15E would move from Elmendorf AFB, Ak in FY2009, causing an increase of
720 military and civilian personnel. This would be followed in FY2011 by the departure
of 18 F-15Cs and 18 F-16ClJs, causing a loss of 1248 military and civilian personnel.

-- Mountain Home AFB, currently home to three weapon systems, has been a
tremendous training opportunity for all of those assigned here over the years

---On a daily basis, crews have the unique opportunity to train with or
against mixed forces or different kinds of aircraft. This is something that only routinely
occurs at large exercises.

---The Mountain Home Range Complex with its full array of modern
realistic targets, electronic threat emitters and airspace capable of supersonic air to air
engagements provide the perfect atmosphere and training environment for mixed aircraft
and multi-aircraft exercises.

---The mix of aircraft and quality training range make Mountain Home
‘AFB an excellent place for other wings and services, including coalition forces to come
for training

---The facts combined together make the aircrews trained here more
- experienced and ready for deployment and combat. Some wings only get this exposure
during a Red Flag Exercise or actual deployment

---The value of this training and exposure is hard to quantify but it
definitely counters the actual dollars saved by going to a single weapon system, the F-
15E _

-Mountain Home AFB’s ramp was just refurbished and was determined to be #1 in ACC
by the 2004 Sustainment Review Team.

--The ramp is designed to accommodate the weight of tanker size aircraft and also
could hold an additional 150 fighters, for a total of 220 fighters. Therefore, ramp space is
not an issue to bring in an additional 18 fighters but not move the squadrons of F-16s and
F-15Cs.

---Coalition Forces this year took advantage of Idaho and the Air Force’s
hospitality and 3 separate countries have or will be experiencing training daily that the
realignment will take away
-The stress and cost of aircraft maintenance has been discussed during the entire life of
the composite wing, however, pride of team work and being a part of something unique
has always brought Mountain Home AFB’s maintenance to the top.

--2004 Daedalian Weapons System Maintenance Award winners for 2005—the
best in Air Combat Command.

- -Mountain Home AFB has a tremendous impact to Idaho and especially the southwestern
region

-1t is the 2™ largest employer and has the 2™ largest payroll in Idaho, totaling
over $200M for the 5300 jobs on base.
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--The direct economic impact equates to over $400M and when added to the
indirect impact, generated by jobs, retirees, construction projects, this equals to a total

economic impact for FY2004 of $862M.

--This is significant when compared to the State’s General Fund Budget of $2.2B.
- The impact from BRAC realignment includes its economic impact to the local
community, Mountain Home, Southwest Idaho and the overall impact to the surrounding
communities .

--Loss of 569 military and civilian personnel with a loss of payroll of $22M and
loss of 305 indirect jobs that equates to a payroll loss of $6.8M - totaling a loss of over
$28.8M

--The planned FY2009 move of 18 F-15Es and the gain of 720 personnel with the
new squadron will increase the local population by approximately 720 households and
estimating spouses and children that increases to a total of 1,656.

-- Then, within 2 years, in FY2011, the 390FS and the 389FS are both.scheduled
to depart moving out a total of 1248 personnel, equating to a total population move of
approximately 2870, déflating the housing market that had been artificially inflated by
the F-15Es arrival just 2 years earlier.

--The end result equals to the final loss of only 528 personnel, but empty houses
in Mountain Home due to the phases of the moves.

Bottom-Line: The cost saved by moving and realigning Mountain Home AFB’s F-15Cs
and F-16CJs does not address the loss of training by the aircrews involved. Mountain
Home AFB has exceptional Military Value and the Air Force should take full advantage
of the great airspace and ramp.

-Idaho looks at the DOD’s recommendation for Mountain Home AFB as the first step in
a long journey for the base and the community of Mountain Home. State, Federal and
Local Elected Officials and the citizens of Idaho stand ready to help the Air Force and
Department of Defense take full advantage of these capabilities.

-The phase of transition will put an undue burden on the support community. Sustainment
of rural communities that support our bases should be a top priority for the future.

;Recommend that the transition be phased to lessen any impact to Mountain Home
where they are ready to support the future growth of the base. Or better yet, to have Air

Force make BRAC move in combination with the beddown of future weapon system to
off set the loss.

Billy F Richey, Colonel (Ret) USAF
Governor’s Special Assistant for Military Affairs
PH (208) 587-2173 CP (208) 599-1256
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Background Paper
' On
Mountain Home, Idaho Preparing for the Future

The purpose of this paper is to provide an overview of the City of Mountain Home and
Elmore County’s preparation for the growth and development into the future.

- The City of Mountain Home and Elmore County have worked together for decades to

protect their greatest economic impact, Mountain Home Air Force Base (MHAFB).
MHAFB is located in Elmore County approximately 10 miles south of the City of
Mountain Home. In the 1960’s, the county commissioners in recognizing the importance
of MHAFB to the economy of southwestern Idaho, developed planning and zoning
ordinances to protect the base against encroachment. Air Force leaders have had a clear
say in any project that may have an appearance to impact the operation or the quality of
life of the base.
- The county has had a long standing Airport Zoning and Development Standards
Zone protecting the base from encroachment
- Precision Instrument Runway Approach Zone is agricultural with no
residences allowed
- Air Installation Compatibility Use Zone, including the land under the
Horizontal, Conical and Transitional Zone outside the boundaries of MHAF B, is
zoned agricultural with very limited residential
- Airport Commercial Zone is located on either side of Airbase Road
within the boundary of the Airport Hazard Zone, but is limited to 5 acres lots and
limited permitted use.

The Governor of Idaho, in 2005, made a formal request for an Office of Economic
Adjustment grant to do a Joint Land Use Compatibility Study of the military installations
in Idaho. The purpose of the study will be to validate that encroachment does not
currently impact the installations, and more importantly will develop a strategy to prevent

encroachment in the future.
- The study should begin following DOD’s release of their Base Realignment and

Closure (BRAC) recommendations in MAY 2005

The City of Mountain Home has been working hard toward a strong and prosperous
future. With a 4-4.5% annual growth rate and anticipation of the possibility of new
missions and growth to MHAFB, the city committed to an upgrade of city sewer and
water, expected to accommodate the next 20 years of growth
- They are starting a $4M dollar upgrade of the city sewer system to include:
upgrading the lagoons, upgrading and enlarging the main delivery lines and
adding new delivery lines
- They have dedicated $2.2M dollars for water for the future, $800K for water
rights and $1.4M for well development and upgrades. These will increase the
city’s pumping capacity from 9,220 gallons per minute to 12,485 gallons per
minute



- The City voters approved, by 75%, a $1.5 million dollar bond to double the size
of the City’s library and computer lab. This will provide a modern facility
adequate for years to come.

- Mountain Home’s total school population consists of 37% military dependents.
MHAFB has three facilities located on base with one vacant due to a decrease in
enrollment. With the one vacant facility on base and new Junior High in town
there is plenty of capacity for growth, both on base and in town.

-The city is currently in a growth spurt of 4-4.5% with 14 subdivisions in various
stages totaling over 500 residences per year, averaging about 40 residential
permits per month.

- In the area surrounding Mountain Home, Elmore County reported that in the
past 12 months, they have approved 4 new subdivisions with 66 lots with 4 others
in progress for an additional 67 residences. They also have had 14 letters of
information filed providing another 55 lots.

- To help support the growth, Hampton Inn is building a new 74 room hotel with
convention facilities.

- City Parks and Recreation is busy supporting the growth with new parks,
walking paths, summer water spray park, upgrades to the municipal Desert
Canyon Golf Course and a new ¥4 mile auto racing dirt track

- The Mountain Home Municipal Airport also has upgraded their field with new
taxiways, hanger and lighting

- The Idaho Transportation Department estimates that they have completed or
have planned for completion of over $32 million dollars in construction costs for
the main artery and tributary roads supporting Mountain Home AFB. In 2003
they completed a $18M modern 4 lane underpass in the heart of Mountain Home
culminating a 16 year planning process. This greatly improved the safety and
‘traffic flow from the City of Mountain Home to MHAFB. In addition, ITD has
dedicated $18,657,576 to the 1-84 business routes through the City of Mountain
Home; an additional $6,084,600 to SH 51, a tributary that connects the base and
their training range in Owyhee County; plus, $5,615,000 to totally refurbish and
upgrade SH-67 that is the main artery to the base. They have also committed
$1,700,000 to an ongoing seal-coat program of other minor tributaries in the area.
- In 2002, the voters of Elmore County approved the establishment of the
Western Elmore County Recreation District, agreeing to pay taxes to improve the
recreation and quality of life for everyone in the area.

Bottom-line: Idaho, Elmore County and the City of Mountain Home stand ready to
support any growth that BRAC 2005 or the draw down of Europe or Asia might bring to
Mountain Home AFB. We have elected to put our dollars where the need is to support
that growth. Combine that with the great community relations between our community
and the service men and women that live here, we’re definitely a military town second to

none, ready for the future.

Billy F Richey Colonel ( Ret) USAF
Governor’s Special Assistant for Military Affairs
PH (208) 587-2173 CP (208) 599-1256
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Mountain Home and Idaho Preparation for BRAC 05

- The State of Idaho and the Community of Mountain Home have been working
toward the next BRAC since the last BRAC.
The Governor of Idaho and all of our elected officials have been very strong
supporters for Mountain Home AFB.
o Governor Kempthorne as the Governor of Idaho and previously in the US

Senate has long been a supporter of our military and the United States Air
Force, insuring our men and women have the very best equipment and
places to live and train. He helped to insure that the Air Force has the
very best equipment, facilities, housing and training ranges.
The Idaho Congressional delegation has worked diligently to ensure the
366™ Fighter Wing of Mountain Home Air Force Base has been the
beneficiary of additional funding in all of these areas so that it is prepared
for the 21% century.
Advocate for the Training Range expansion in Idaho --
accomplished in the late 90’s

=  Communicates directly with Air Force senior leaders

= Continuous dialogue with the 366™ Fighter Wing Commander
Idaho’s Congressional delegation has continued to modernize Mountain
Home AFB with millions of dollars of construction since the last BRAC
preparing the base for the ongoing transformation of the services. The
aircraft parking ramp and runway have been refurbished; family housing is
undergoing a 10 year rehab program and new bachelor quarters were
completed. In addition construction of two new squadron buildings, a
munitions storage building, two new large hangers and the addition of the
726™ Air Control Squadron facility. Numerous other new facilities have
been built to include the fire station, family support center, and new
housing office. On the Services side, the clubs were combine into a
modern facility, Silver Sage Golf Course this year completed a
modernization of their watering system that saves approximately 200
thousand gallons daily and the physical fitness center modernization was
completed. In addition the Air Force funded and completed the $42M
training range addition and expansion of the Military Operating Area to
provide realistic combat training.

Idaho’s State Legislatures passed a Memorial In Support of Mountain
Home AFB to send to the President, the Senate and House of the US
Congress Assembly and to the Idaho Delegation.

The Idaho Transportation Department estimates that they have completed
or have planned for completion, over $32 million dollars in construction
cost, for the main artery and tributary roads supporting Mountain Home
AFB. In 2003 completed an $18M modern 4 lane underpass in the heart
of Mountain Home. This greatly improved the safety and traffic flow
from the City of Mountain Home to Mountain Home AFB. In addition,
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ITD has dedicated $18,657,576 to the I-84 business routes through the
City of Mountain Home; an additional $6,084,600 to SH 51, a tributary
that connects the base and their training range in Owyhee County; plus,
$5,615,000 to totally refurbish and upgrade SH-67 that is the main artery
to the base. They have also committed $1,700,000 to an ongoing seal-coat
program of other minor tributaries in the area. '

o The Idaho Department of Commerce and Labor has began work on a
proposed legislative bill that will allow military spouses to receive
unemployment benefits for those: who are moved from their jobs due to a
permanent change of station of their military spouse or if the military
member is deployed. Or, in the case of an Idaho Guard spouse who elects
to leave their job when their spouse is activated and deployed. The
Department of Commerce and Labor worked hard to make this happen in
the 2005 state legislature but have laid the ground work to make it happen
in 2006.

= The County Commissioners for Elmore County and Owyhee County have both
been is support of the base by ensuring encroachment is not an issue

o Elmore County Commissioners and Planning and Zoning Commission
have worked hard to protect against encroachment around the base. The
most noteworthy was by developing a zoning ordinance governing Airport
Zoning and Development Standards Zone around the base.

* With the base located 10 miles from Mountain Home, there is little
to no encroachment from housing or businesses near the base

* Their goal is to continue to protect the operational and growth
capability

o Owyhee County encompasses over 400 million acres and host all of the
military operating area of Mountain Home AFB in Idaho

o The Owyhee Planning and Zoning Commissioners and County
Commissioners have worked to protect against encroachment to Air Force
Training capability

* They supported the development of the Enhanced Training in
Idaho and aided in the development of the best backyard training
range in the US o

® The Commissioners gave approval for a realistic industrial
complex for drop training and 5 other no-drop realistic training
areas in eastern Owyhee County. This, togéﬂler with 30 parking
areas for electronic emitters, combines to make the most realistic
and modern training range available. ‘

- The State of Idaho established the Governor’s Special Assistant for Military
Affairs in the 1991 to work the other Base Closure processes and continues that
staff position today. (many state have only started such a position for BRAC 05)
He continues to perform as: , ,

o Liaison between the base, Air Force and state agencies, City of Mountain
Home and the local Military Affairs Committee

o Promote military bases and activities in Idaho, in particular, Mountain
Home AFB, the only active duty Air Force Base in Idaho



» Training Ran}ge
» Community Relations locally and throughout the state
= Work with Mountain Home, Glenns Ferry and Boise Chambers of -
Commerce & ,
o Works closely with Idaho’s Congressional Delegation in Washington DC
=  Annually make visit(s) to the East Coast to visit with the
Commander of Air Combat Command, Air Force leaders and the
Congressional delegation — promoting Mountain Home AFB
o Member of the National Association of Installation Developers—
Association of Defense Communities—an association of communities and
developers that are associated with previously closed bases under BRAC
and those active bases reviewed under BRAC 05.

- In addition Mountain Home has had a local businessman on the Commander of Air
Combat Command Commander’s Action Group—developing a continuing dialogue
with COMACC

The City of Mountain Home and the Mountain Home Military Affairs Committee
(MAC) known throughout the service as one of the top places with people
showing great community support
o They have had a strong relationship with Mountain Home AFB since it
came to Mountain Home over 50 years ago
o They actively support all of the bases activities
o They fund numerous functions to promote the Morale and Welfare of the
base and local community
= Steak burns, picnics and welcome home parties
=  Base Quarterly and Annual Awards programs
In addition, they also fund trips for the MAC chairman to travel and visit with Air
Force senior leaders and our Congressional delegation
o Mountain Home is noted by senior leaders for always visiting Langley and
Washington DC showing a constant presence and not just during BRAC
years ‘
In 2003, we formally formed an alliance to show our support for Mountain Home
AFB in the face of BRAC
o We developed a packet of letters and Public Relations information about
Idaho to provide the Secretary of the Air Force and other important
officials.
o The Governor, Elmore and Owyhee County Commissioners and the City’s
 of Mountain Home and Glenns Ferry and the Mountain Home Military
Affairs Committee (MAC) each wrote letters to the Secretary of the Air
Force telling of the great community support for Mountain Home AFB.
Then stated how each of their areas of responsibility are prepared to
support the mission of Mountain Home AFB
In 2004, MAC kicked off a second letter writing campaign to selected Department
of Defense’s Air Force senior officials, and the Idaho Congressional delegation.
The campaign is designed so that each member of MAC and the Chamber of
Commerce will write letters throughout the year to the folks showing our support
and pointing out the great attributes of the area and states.



- The long term rela{ionship and commitment from the citizens of Mountain Home
can be found in théir annual Air Force Appreciation Day Parade. This is a '
Chamber of Commerce sponsored parade, billed as the longest parade in Idaho.
The 44™ annual event was highlighted in the Air Force’s February 2005 edition of
Airman magazine. This year will be the 45" annual parade and once again they
will entertain and feed free barbecue, corn on the cob and beverage to thousands
that come to celebrate. ’

Billy F Richey, Colonel (Ret) USAF
Governor’s Special Assistant for Military Affairs
PH (208) 587-2173 CP (208) 599-1256

‘Attachment: , v
Airman Magazine, “An Air Force Town”, February 2005



Mountain Home
strongly supports
its Airmen and is

proud to be

by Louis A. Arana-Barrados
photos by Master Sgt. Llance Cheung

s she took a bite of her barbecue
beef sandwich, Dorothy
Tennant closed her big
blue eyes and let out a slow “Mmm."
Some of the tangy sauce oozed on
her hands. But she didn't let any drip
onto the sleeve of her black leather
jacket. .

Around her, hundreds of people
were also enjoying barbecue beef
sandwiches and corn on the cob. The
food was free this day at Mountain
Home, Idaho's, Carl Miller Park.

“This is real good barbecue,” she
said, and then took another big bite.

Two older gents, dressed in leather
biker regalia, flanked her at the picnic
table, “chowing” down. Hell's Angels
they weren't. But emblazoned on the
back of their leather jackets were the
“colors” of the Idaho Motorcycle Club.

The trio, all in their late 50s, ride
for leisure and travel, not mayhem.
And they weren't locals. They rode
Into town from Magic Valley — as
they have for several years — to ride
in the town’s annual Air Force Appre-
ciation Day parade. For the past 44
years, the two-day event In September
Is how the town shows jts apprecla-
tion to the Alrmen at Mountain Home
Air Force Base. It's the town’s biggest
annual hoopla. And town officials say
1t’s the state's biggest parade.

“The Airmen at the base are a good
burich of people,” Ms. Tennant said.
“They're not strangers here. I support
them, and so does this community.”

She’s not kidding. Just about every
one of Mountain Home’s more than
11,000 citizens showed up for the
parade, and barbecue that followed.
And like Ms. Tennant, many people
came from out of town to show their
suppoit, some from as far away as
Oregon.

For a few hours, more than a
hundred floats — many from the base
— paraded down the town’'s main
street: American Legion Boulevard.
People on the floats tossed candy to
the children along the route. Bands
played patriotic songs. And the grand
marshal, the base’s 366th Fighter
Wing commander, got out at the
reviewing stand.

“This celebration is how we say

’

being an important part of our com-
munity,” said Jerry Rost, the chamber
of commerce military affairs commit-
tee member. “We're pariners.”

Frow cheep %o jolis
Because as the fortunes of the base
g0, so do those of the town, Mountain
Home Mayor Joe B. McNeal said. And
that, he said, makes Mountain Home
the quintessential military town.
“This is an Air Force town, and
we're proud of it,” said the mayor, an
Air Force retiree.
The town, 36 miles southeast of



The day
efficially
storts with &
cornhusking
compeldition ol
Mountain Home's
Carl Miller Park. It's
the town’s version
of “shuck and

owe, ” one parfic
pant soid. Moster
Sgt. Courtnsy Hiller
{lef) and Master
Sgt. Ed Ven Elien
helped shuck the
comn that people
would eat at the
evenl’s sacond-day

barbecue.

Mountain Home

ot a Glance

PABssisn: Home of 366th Fighter
Wing “Gunfighters” and the Air
Woarfare Battlelab, the wing flies
F-15C Eagles, F-15E Strike Eagles
and F-16CJ Fighting Falcons. The
wing's mission is lo “develop and
nuriure Airmen, prepared fo deploy
and ready to fight.”

Home is 36 miles from Boise, and the
base is another 10 miles from there.
Between Boise and Mountain Home
ore Moyfield and Orchard. Southeast
of Mountain Home are Hammet,
Glenns Ferry and Bliss; south are Bru-
neab and Hot Springs. '
Getting arewmd: By road: A
straight shot on Interstate Highway 84
southeast from Boise — City of Trees
— 1o the lown of Mouniain Home,
Then it's o 10-mile drive on State

By air: Boise Air Terminal is the only
airport around; on Highway 84.
Population: The base has about
4,400 Airmen, B25 civilion workers
and 6,500 family members. The town
of Mountain Home: a bit more than
11,000 inhabitants.

Hisery: Mouniain Home began as
on Army airfield in November 1942,
and officially opened in August 1943.
Airmen began arriving right away,
troining for B-24 duty in World War
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opening of the base in November
1942 that secured Its future. Life has
revolved around the base ever since.
Most town residents are retired from
the Alir Force, work at the base or
help support it in some way, Mayor
McNeal said.

“Mountain Home people love
America,” he said. “And they love the
Air Force."

Over the years, Airmen who have
retired in town continue to support
the new Airmen at the base, located
int the high desert 10 miles west of
town. It's a never-ending cycle, and
the goodwill continues today. There

-are signs of that support anywhere

one goes. Nearly every business
offers military discounts. Marquees
welcome Airmen home from deploy-
ments. And military spouses are a
large part of the town’s workforce.

It’s the open-arms welcome Moun-
tain Home gives Airmen that makes
It a great place to live, said Randy
Valley, an Air Force retiree and Air
Force Appreciation Day committee
chairman.

“I stayed because this town pro-
vides the best support to the military
of anyplace I've ever lived,” he said.
“Plus, it’s got good weather. And it’s a
great place to raise a family.”

For example, some people don't

o s el

For additional de-
tails, go to: www.
mountainhome.
af.mil; wiww.
afcrossroads.com;
www.cl.mountain-
home.id.us;
http:/lwww.
idahofitness.com/
ski-idaho.htm

The parade dowm main sireet, American legion Bivd.,
is the highlight of Air Force Appreciation Day ot Mountoin Home,
Idoho. Nearly the entire town lines the street Io show ifs support

for the Airmen.

lock their doors at night. Bikes left in
front yards will be there in the morn-
ing. There's no smog or traffic. Neg-
ligible crime. The roar of the base's
jets is seldom heard. And the “great
outdoors” starts at the town limits.
It's small-town life at its best.

These reasons are why Master
Sgt. John Lawicki and his wife, Kim,

“have homesteaded there for 10 years.

The family lives in town, and most of
their neighbors are Alrmen. A 366th

YN -
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Security Forces Squadron flight chief,
Sergeant Lawicki said what appeals
to him is the pace In Mountain Home,
which is calm enough that he and his
family can enjoy their life more.

But not everyone likes the laidback
lifestyle, which can be tough on young
Airmen, he said.

“Fun and excitement won't go
knocking at your dormitory doot,” he
said. “So you find it.”

That's exactly what 19-year-old
Alrman 1st Class Chris Sears found
out. After the long drive from Boise,
he felt banished to the wilderness.
He wondered about the next four
years.

“It was horrible, at first,” the 366th
Services Squadron troop said. “But
the people here are so friendly, and
the base tries so hard to keep you
busy and active.”

He adapted and after a few months
rediscovered his love of the outdoors
and camping. Making friends and do-
Ing “outdoorsy” stuff helped erase the
first impression.

“I like the base now.” he sald.
“There’s a lot to de."

Most people grow to love Mountain
Home, Mr. Valley said, “because of

field during the war. After the war, the
base went inactive, until the Air Force
-elurned with reconnaissance units

and renamed the installation Mountain
Jome Air Force Base. There have been
special operations, bomber, missile
and reconnaissance missions at the
sase over the years. The base received
Is first fighters in 1966. It has been a
ighter base ever since.

siimate: Locals say Mountain Home
s a “quite pleasant” year-round
limate. But it's windy. Average annual

the people.” He should know. He saw
his wife cry for only the second time
in her life when they drove Into town.
She didn’t want to plant roots. “Now
she'd cry if we had to leave,” he said.

The bond between the people on
both sides of the base gate makes
Mountain Home the robust Air Force
town it is, Mrs. Lawicki said.

“There’s great camaraderie here,”
she said. “And it didn't take a tragedy
like 9-11 to build the relationship, for
this town to support the base. That
support has existed for a very long
time.”

When the Air Force Apprecia-
tion Day celebration ended, Moun-
tain Home returned to its serene

. existence. Some people carried

fofl-wrapped plates of barbecue to

the few neighbors who didn’t show
for the festivities. Ms. Tennant and
her biker buddies mounted up and
headed home.

“Ill be back next year,” she said.
“You can count on that.”

By early next morning, nota scrap
of paper littered the parade route.
Mountain Home had returned to be-
ing the small town that makes Airmen
feel at home. '©

temperature Is about 65 degrees. July
Is the holiest month, with a 93 degree
average, but the summer overage s
85 degrees. January temperatures
drop into the high teens, but winter
average is 36 degrees. Annval rainfall
is about 10 inches; snowkall about
10.9 inches.

€ost of living: Cheap by big city
standards. Rents for homes range from
$375-$425 for a one-bedroom to
$700-$900 for a four-bedroom housa.
Apartmenls range from $375-$425 for

a one-bedroom to $550-$750 for a
four bedroom.

Reereation: Just name it. There's
plenty of outdoor stuff to do all
year: camping, hunfing, fishing,
hiking, mountain climbing, biking,
skiing, snowboarding, waler sports
— whew. Plus, there are numerous
state and national parks near the
base, old ghost towns and histori-
cal and natural landmarks. Nearby
are mountains, rivers, canyons and
even sand dunes,

F P N i | lala et

The high
deserf is the
base’s back
yeed. ishome
lo a cannibalistic
ground squirre!
the locals coll a
“whistlz pig" and
desert flora ond
fauna. But its jow-
dropping sunsat
views are what
locals say is best
cbout the desen.

Town Mayor
Joe B. McNesl
told Airmen they
are depended on
lo “profect the no-
tion as o shepherd

" does his flock.”




Airman

one-horse town.
That was my first impres-
sion of Mountain Home,
Idaho.

And first impressions usually last.
So I didn't relish the thought of spend-
ing a whole weck there. After one
look, 1 wanted to hightail it back to
Boise, get on a plane and go home.

No such luck, though. I had a job to
do. So I sucked it'up — jumped on the
grenade.

As we drove on, photojournal-

Ist Master

“Out of the Comfort Zone,” page 42].

My first reaction to the town and
base was typical. During my week
visit, several people told me they felt
like running away when they arrived.
Some even cried.

What this big-city boy didn’t expect
was how fast the pecple of the town
and base won me over. Made me feel -
at home. How quickly I felt content,
Jike the Atrmen who retire there.

Why? Maybe because Mountain
Home Is an Air Force town. True Air

" Force blue,
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the entrance to Mountain Home Air
Force Base. But we had to drive an-
other 10 miles to reach it. Curiously,

‘stray stalks of corn grow along that

road, yet nobody we asked knew why.
The base is home to the 366th
Fighter Wing “Gunfighters.” An ap-

propriate name for a unit in cowboy
- country. We went there to report

three storles [See “The Children Left
Behind,” November 2004, page 36;
“@mountainhome,” page 44 and

cheerful some people think it's an act.
It's not. The handshakes of welcome,
like the people, are genuine. Folks
make strangers feel like “their casa, is
your casa.”

It grows on you. That's great.
But could I live In a town of 11,000
people? How would [ keep busy? I -
don't hunt, climb mountains or go
around planting stray stalks of corn.
Why would anybody want to serve, let
alone retire, there?

Maybe it's better to ask: what Is it
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about Mountain Home that makes
people want to stay?

Leslie Tomme, a young waitress at
a steak, ribs and burger place a mile
outside the base main gate, gave me
the answer. Or at least why she, a big-
city girl, decided to stay there.

“People here have a lot of pride in
the military,” she told me. Once an
Airman herself, she left the Air Force
to enroll in college. But she didn't
want to return to Houston. “I stayed
here because this is a good town, and
the people really care about you.”

She’s right. After two days, people
we didn’t know just walked up and
said, “Hey, you're the guys from Air-

- man magazine, right? Welcome to

Mountain Home.”

News travels fast in Mountain
Home.

One night — with a million stars in
the sky — 1 went outside the Sage-
brush Hotel to call my buddy in San
Antonio, to recount my adventures.

1 had a doggle bag of Chinese food,
which I set on the hood of our rental
car. I reached for it just as a coyote
did. We made eye contact. Then he
turned tail and raced off, yelping to
high heaven.

That's when it hit me. When I real-
ized why people love life in Mountain
Home: great people and the great
outdoors for a back yard. I'd gotten an
Idaho education all in one day.

Mountain Home life winds along
a country road. It has a key mission.
Neat homes. Children ride bikes 1o
school. And Airman leadership school
troops honor the flag at retreat each
day.

But it's different. What sets It apart
is the special relationship that exists
between the town and base commu-
nity. There’s trust. I never saw a better
bond during my 26 years in blue.

1 learned there's a Jot more to
Idaho, and Mountain Home, than
famous potatoes.

— Louis A. Arana-Barradas

Leslie Fomme is o big<cilytumed-cour
iry girl who loves the slow-poced Mouniain
Home, Idaho, lifestyle. She works two
jobs, soving for college luiiion. But when
there's o break, she puls on her bathing
suit and spends o day drifing on an Inner



