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July 13,2005 

The Honorable Anthony Principi 
Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closurc and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi 

Thank you for attending the Nccv York and Ohio BRAC Regional Hearing, and participating in the site visit 
to Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station (NFARS) on June 27th. Since this event, new and srartling 
information has been disclosed regarding terrorist threats across our Northern Border. I beliwe it is urgent 
that I share this information with you and reiterate the vital role of NFARS in our nation's homeland 
deferrse. 

Last week, Canadian intelligence officials stated uheir belief that at least 50 terrorisr groups, including 
al-Qaeda, now reside in Canada. The Canadian Security Intelligence Scrvice (CSIA) added that terrorist 
~epresentatives are actively raising money, procuring wtapons, manipulating immigrant comunitics, and 
facilitating navel to and from the United States. It is clear from CSJA's report rhat the Wcsfern New York 
region is in danger of becoming a preferred gateway for rerrorist cells looking to enter the United States. 

This unsettling repon strm,&m thc argument that our country's safery dcpends to a large extent an a 
strong Guard and Resewe prcsence along the norfhern border.. As you know, the Niagara Falls Air Reserve 
Starion is strategically located within milcs of six bi-narional bridges. This area is the busiest U S -  
Canadian border crossing comdor in the nation. 

The Air Reserve Station has continued to play a critical role in protecting the Northern Border and keeping 
h e  rc@on safe. For example, the base's fire department and HAZMhT reams specialize in responding ro 
nuclear, biological and chemical threats. Due to their significant expertise, the fre department has 
rqonded to three threats at our bi-national bridges in the last ninety days alone. Add~tionally, a number of 
security agencies train and house equipment ar the base, including the U.S. Border Patrol, the U.S 
Department of Homeland Security, and the U.S. D m g  Enforcement Agency. The installation has also 
supported the deployment of Amy Guard helicopters assigncd to the US. border. 

As the BRAC Commission continues to review the Pentagon's closure list, I respecrfUlly urge you to cake 
into account CSLA's report and NFARS' straregic importance to homeland defense operations. I fear that 
closing this insrallarion will makc h e  Northern Bordcr less secure, and threaten the safety of not only the 
Northasr, bur the enfire United States. 

Louise Slaughter 
Member of Congrcss 

DCN 4459
Executive Correspondence 




