
June 29,2005 

BRAC Commission 
c/o NIMAC 
PO Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 

BRAC C o m m i s s i o ~ ~  

Received 

Dear Chairman Principi & BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve Base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BIWC Commission 
to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base from the list. 

It is difficult to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions, and jobs away 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases. Of 
all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit was able to help rescue Jessica 
Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? You must also 
recognize: 

The federal government has invested more than $35 d l i o n  in Niagara Falls since 1995 in 
new facilities. 
Base Operations Support costs have been reduced more than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base eliminates the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a region in 
which the units have both maintained in excess of 1009'0 manning rates. 
Niagara Falls' existing infrastructure can accommodate eight (8) additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I urge the Commission, in the strongest possible terms, to remove the Niagara Falls AFB from the 
Pentagon's recommended list of base closures, and to stop the continuing retreat of the d t a r y  
from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 
,'-- 

Drusilla E. Waterman 

DCN: 4493

 DCN: 4770
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BRAC Commission 
do NIMAC 
P.O. Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 143Od-0231 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defelsc Departmat's recormswadation to dose the Nhgara 
Falls Air Force Reserve Base. Thls recommemdation is a terrible misbke and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base from the 
list. 

---..-- .- ... 5 _--- . .- . -. ... . -  ..--. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has dedded to take planes, missions, and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard amd Air Reserve bases and jmt them om more costly Active 
Duty bases. Of rrll the bases to pick to close, how do yo9 close the base whose unit was able 
to help rescre Jessica Lynch in Iraq because tbey are the l e d  night vision C-130 unit in the 
Re!wwes? Yor muBt*Iso recog.izc: 

1 The federal government has invested more than S35 minion in Niagara F a  since 
1995 Q new f d t i e s .  

2 Base Operatioas Sapport costs have been n d d  more than 33% (to Indade a 25% 
reduction in utiiitIes) to make the base orre of the most cast-efficient facilities in the 
Air Force Reserve Comuund. 

3 Closure of the base ciinainrrtes the ability to recruit and ntam New Yorkers in a 
region in which tbe uits have botb rnrhtained in excess of lOOX manning rates. 

4 Niagara Falls' eristfng infrrstrPcture m accommbdrte eight (8) additional C-130R 
modd aircrift without any lailitrry construction. 

5 Nitgan FaUs faces no physical encroachmeat nor air traffic aontrd constraints and 
has mmage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

--. .. .--. --.- _.----C__-_C-L- .- . ..- .-- --- 
I urge the Commhbn,'ie the strongest poesible terms, to remove the N-ra Fa& AFB - 

from the Pertagon's reco~lunended list of bast dosum and to stop tbe continuing retreat of 
the military from our region of the country. 

Address (mandatory) 
/yma- 
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BRAC Commission 
c/o NIMAC 
P.O. Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 143044231 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissitmers: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defemse Department's recommendation to dose the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve Base. This recommendation is r terrible mistake and I arge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decisii and remove the Niagara Fa& Base from the 

It is hrrd to mderstand why the Air Force has dedded to take plaueq missions, and jobs 
away from so numy Air Gaard and Air Ratewe bases and put them om more costly Active 
Dnty bases. Of all t ie bases to pick to dose, how do yo9 clo& the base whose unit was able 
to help rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lerd night vfsion C-130 unit in the 
Reserves? You muat also reuqpizt: 

1 The federal government has invested more than S3S laillion in Niagara Falls since 
1995 in new facilities. 

2 Base Operations Sapport costs have bce. reduced more tkm 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utjlitk) to make the base one of the most costefficknt facilities in the 
Air Force Reserve Command. 

3 Closure of the base dimhates the ability to recruit and retain New Yorken in a 
region in nhice tbe m n b  have both llliintPlntd in excess of 100% manning rates. 

4 Niagan Faih' existing infrrstructore can accommodate eight (8) additional C-130H 
rnodd ahraft without m y  militrry constmctioa 

5 Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints rrnd 
has acre- on the base and adjacent to the instabtion for expansion. 

.A . .. - _-- - - - _  .- . ..- .-----.--. 
I urge the C O ~ J I , ' ~  the sboegest pogs~'ble terms, to remove the Niagara Fdks AFB . 

from the Pentagon's recollunendtd l is t  of base closures and to shp the continuing retreat of 
the military from our region of the cowtry. 

Address (mandatory) 1 
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BRAC Commission 
d o  NIMAC 
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Niagara Falls, NY 143044231 
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Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defemse Deprrtamt's r e c ~ l l ~ ~ a d a t i o n  to dose the Niagam 
Falls A i r  Force Reserve Base. Thls recommendation is r terrible mistake and I urge tbe 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base from the 
Lfst - --- --- .- ... ----- .--.- . . - . .. - _ _ --. -. - 

It is kud to ~ ~ ~ d e r o t a n d  why the Air Force has dedded to toke plmes, missions, and j o b  
away fmm SO many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them om more costIy Active 
Daty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do ym close the base whose unit was able 
to help resene Jessica Lynch in Iraq becamse t h y  are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the 
Reserves? You must rlso recognize 

The federal government has invested more than S35 million in Niagarrr Falls since 
1995innewforeilitks. , 

Base Operadons SuprL costs luvt been reduced more thru 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to d e  the base one of the most costefficient facilities in the 
Air Force Reserve Command 
Closure of the base eliminates the abiItty to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region m which tbe d t s  h e  both nr~iatained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Fails* eristfng iafrosbnctare can accommodate eight (8) additional C-130R 
laodd sire& without any military construction. 
Niagarr Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and 
has acreage on tbe base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

--. . .. ._ _.-. _. _ -- . -----__---- .-- . ..- .-- --- 
i urge the Commissioa,'iP the &rongest possible terms, to remove the Niagara F a  AFB . 

from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of 
the military from oar region of the country. 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































