
The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi: 

As a concerned citizen, I question the reasoning used in the development of the latest list of 
proposed military base closures. Cannon Air Force Base has served a strategic mission since its 
inception, training pilots in a variety of tactical areas. The airspace around CAFB is not 
congested and with the wondefil weather in New Mexico, it allows for training almost every day 
of the year. 

Because of the availability of air space and ideal flying weather, CAFB is the perfect candidate to 
support baining for the F-16 as well as future-training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, 
and other military aircraft. With the New Mexico Training Range Initiative Cannon will be able 
to provide supersonic training missions with the adjacent Melrose bombing range. 

The relationship that Cannon Air Force Base has with the local community indicates strong 
support for the base and a commitment to the strategic role it plays in our military. The local 
community has purchased air easements around the base and given them to the Air Force; it 
purchased land for the development of housing units and for installation of instrument lighting 
and this property was given to the Air Force. 

The impact of closing Cannon Air Force Base will be felt throughout eastern New Mexico and 
west Texas. Local officials estimate that it will have a devastating effect on the local economies 
of Clovis and Portales, New Mexico and the effects will be felt in Amarillo and Lubbock, Texas. 
The total monetary impact on Clovis for fiscal year 2003 was estimated at $21 1.2 million. 

Additionally, it will have dramatic consequences on living conditions because Cannon personnel 
and family members volunteer thousands of hours each year to organizations in the surrounding 
communities, including mentoring and tutoring of local schoolchildren, participating in civic 
activities, helping scouting groups, churches and veterans organizations, etc. The ramifications 
will be felt by Eastern New Mexico University and Clovis Community College, as well as the 
local public schools. 

I request that you remove Cannon Air Force Base from the closure list because of the strategic 
mission it serves, the ideal conditions for training, the local support for the base and the 
devastating economic impact it will have in the region. The entire area, including Amarillo and 
Lubbock is home to a large military retiree population. These retirees rely on CAFB for health 
care, grocery shopping and emotional support. 

Respectfully, 

/ 
Anthony B. Schroeder, Ph.D. 
2010 W. Boxwood 
Portales, New Mexico 88 130 
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