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!Ii%ear Commissioners:

Nevada is the fourth largest state in the Union. It has 17 counties. Mineral County is one of the -
largest. Hawthome is the County Seat but, there used to be two more viable towns within it.
Luning is 25 mlles south and Mina, approximately ten miles more. Both of these towns are near
ghost towns today and neither was dependent upon the base for most of their local employment..
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You mlght say. Mnleral County has almost been “BRACked” off the map at this point.
; “,

I T
Luning. dep}end.elﬁl hupon a processing and loading facility for Basic Refractories in Gabbs, 30 miles
north. Ican’t §

sayjwi with any certainty how long this facility was operational. I do know, however,

that my owhn fathe " retired from there after 22 years. Magnesium oxide was hauled by truck from

Gabbs and | "lloacﬁﬂ 0 onto rail cars in Luning. This provided a second major employer in the town -
Wells Car o Tru “lun Wells Cargo maintained a shop and drivers in the area. These jobs
supported local A:‘s,messes to provide even more jobs and services.

Mina had atro i idhouse for the Southern Pacific trains that came down from Wabuska and turned

.-~ -around with thellzloads to.return.. Foote Minerals and Dicalyte both had baggmg and productlon

v “:‘ I:!: h“ rucking the ore in from the rmnes and Standard oil maintained, a tank farm.| v

' These, as well 15 4 a'n number of other smaller users of the rail, provrded a generallyl good small ltown L

business cll.nate‘:I ll\]:llost of the goods and services a person requrred that could not be found
locally, could l:){ﬁ |! fmilxnd in Hawthomne. T -
. ‘“.”W i ;

"1 980s, Southern IPac1ﬁc Railroad determined they were not making enough

Then, in thé lat J
money on this 1 ru l!q d pu llﬁd |the1r trains out. Every one of the above business operations were

forced to closelltherr Min and Lulnn!g operatlons Almost everyone who had a local job was put
out of worlT qu:(l:n,ﬁ hung on workmg 1n the mines in this part of the county but, then, FMC
Paradise Peak Mine shut down, followed by the Corona Santa F e] Mine and ﬁnally, the Candeleria
Mine. With thele glosures almost all: of the younger people were forced to move in order to care

for their farnh y "’. "‘
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I I\Tllna has lost its school, its Justice Court, seen its library cut to less than 20 hours a week, seen
3 property values drop by another 29% at the last Assessor’s appraisal, and the loss of a critical
b local customer base that has forced even further business closures. It has also been left with 91

acres of prime highway frontage land that cannot be sold or leased by the railroad because of

Y «contarmnatlon from the round house-and facilities that had been there before. It would take

mﬂhons of dollars to clean this land and make it usable. The railroad is not willing to make the

' xpendlture nor are any prospective buyers.
n ]

u 1
linlIhese losses cost not only the local economies but, made a tremendous impact on Hawthorne’s

i
|

I

b‘Jsiness community, as well.

And then, to make matters worse, the last BRAC Comnussxon took Hawthome S Tler One Status
and gaY(e! it |to Tooele, causing a loss of another 300 jobs. More businesses in Hawthorne closed.
More mine { closures caused even'more young families to relocate. Hawthorne’s property values
were also reduced dramatically. The loss of young people has been replaced by older people on
drastlcally low fixed incomes that put an even greater drain on Mineral County for services and
1nd1gent care! Sales tax dollars are now going to Churchill, Lyon, Washoe Counties in Nevada

and to Blshcl)p, Cahforma
!

The county 1s struggling for survival now without losing the approximate 550 jobs that would go
with the base closure You would be forcing Mineral County into bankruptcy and that toll would
be felt by taxpayers everywhere.

t

I':strongly urge you to reconsider DoD’s recommendation for closure of the Hawthorne base and
to look more carefully at the facts.

JAN
Mina Town Advisory Council

cc: Senator Harry Reid

Senator John Ensign ‘ a |
Congressman Jim Gibbons ‘ ‘1= L

Governor Kenny Guinn S
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Hawthorne Army Depot, Hawthorne, Nevada

| am writing this letter in an effort to persuade the BRAC Commission to
correct the blatant discrepancies reported to the BRAC Committee and to
convince the Committee to fulfill the obligation of making a site visit to the
Hawthorne Army Depot in Hawthorne, Nevada.

By now you are aware of the discrepancies reported to the BRAC
Committee. First and foremost, Hawthorne Army Depot is ranked in overall
military value at #31. This is the top 1/3 of the United States! We have proven
- beyond a.doubt that we can perform shipping, receiving, storage demllltarlzat|on
and renovation functions better than most. ,

In addition to Hawthorne Army Depot’s outstanding performance record,
consider the storage capacity and state-of-the-art demilitarization capabilities that
we have here. These things cannot be duplicated anywhere else in the United
States without a considerable investment by the U.S. Government. As a
taxpayer, | have a problem with that. The BRAC Committee cites the savings of
this process, but who holds them accountable and verifies that their numbers are
legitimate? It is stated that the functions of Hawthorne Army Depot will be
transferred to Tooele Army Depot in Utah. Does Tooele have the storage
capacity that Hawthorne Army Depot has? Does Tooele have the
demilitarization and renovation facilities that Hawthorne Army Depot has? Why
should the U.S. taxpayers foot the bill for something that already exists and is in
perfectly useable condition?

Just because we don’t wear a uniform, doesn’'t mean we feel any less for
our country. The people on this Depot have poured their hearts and souls into
serving the United States Armed Forces. We have an exceptional record in
running this Depot; ask any one of our customers if we have ever failed to

- ~produce in an exceptlonal and timely manner. I'd be willing to bet that you

» couldn’thfrrltd any 3 ‘;{ LR PR _ | ‘t 1 i | ‘
‘ NN ‘ i L t, '
For those of you who have never been to a remote location, lmagme ! P

driving for two hours and seeing nothing but open road, cows, and one: small i
community of about 12,000 people (and that's big compared to Hawthorne at ‘
about 3,000 people). Then imagine that almost %% of the available jObS in your
hometown will be abolished. Where did the notion that less than .1% of: |
Hawthorne’s population will be affected? We stand to lose over 600 mrlltary,
civilian, and contractor personnel. This equates to at least 20% of our total
population and doesn’'t even consider the indirect jobs that will be lost due to the
decreased population base; | assure you that those with no jobs will findit
necessary to relocate out of the area. This will mean selling our homes, but to
who? Who will be around to buy them?
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Those of you from large metropolitan areas cannot understand this
situation because where you live there is always somewhere to find a job. That's
why those military bases near a metropolitan area that are closed are able to
recover eventually. They are able so stay afloat with other jobs until economic
growth can catch up with the influx of excess workers. That is not an option in a
small community. We simply do not have the numbers to accommodate a long-
term solution.

In conclusion, | respectfully encourage the BRAC Committee to remove
the Hawthorne Army Depot from the BRAC list.

Sipcerely, . : v 4 .

YLl R ond

|
i Kimberly Packard
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July 7, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 S. Clark

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Greetings from America’s Patriotic Home,

I am writing to request the Brac Commission re-evaluate thelr decision to close the Hawthorne
Army Depot.

. The Hawthorne Army Depot is one of the largest storage facilities in the nation. Ihave reviewed

: much of the, .correspondence that has been reported to you about the inaccurate facts and data for

| which you'have based your decision to close HWAD. This in itself is frustratlng because
- Hawthorne was not given the consideration that it so deserves. But what I find most
disheartening is the fact that the United States Military is willing to spend millions, possibly even
billions, of taxpayers’ money to create the same demil and storage facility at Tooele that is
already available at Hawthorne. The Cobra One-Time Cost Report greatly underestimates the
cost of such a venture and greatly exaggerated the savings expected to incur. The national debt
from Enduring Freedom is already so great that our grandchildren and probably great
grandchildren will be held responsible for repaying it. Please ask yourselves if this is a moral
and responsible decision to add yet more debt for the nation’s taxpayers to endure?

The Hawthorne Army Depot’s accurate performance records and reported current and future
military value speaks for itself. The facility is large enough to absorb the ammunition from at
least three other storage facilities. There is ample space to build additional facilities if necessary
without encroachment issues. All of the needed permits are in place. Hawthorne already
provides facilities for the Navy Underwater Warfare Center. Hawthorne has state-of-the-art
demil and range scap facilities, and detonation areas (New Bomb and Old Bomb). Hawthorne
provides testing areas for the Marine Corps Program, and training areas for marines and navy
seals (with plans to add acreage to include a convoy training area), as well as a training area for

- the High" Desert Trammg Facﬂlty Hawthorne has three multimillion dollar container/milvan

. B - pads that greatly 1ncrease smhplng and rece1v1ng capabilities and HWAD is hours away from the S

Pamﬁc coast
Location, capability, capacity, accessibility, and cost efficiency are the ingredients needed for a

multi-functional munitions center of excellence. That is what Hawthorne IS NOW. Please
allow this center of excellence and America’s Patriotic Home to continue to exist.

Sincerely,'

Ben Roberts Sr. malee Roberts
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Betty Easley

PO Box 1896
Hawthorne, NV 89415
July 10, 2005

Commissioner Philip Coyle
BRAC Commission

Dear Commissioner Coyle;

Thank you for coming to Hawthorne and giving the people here an opportunity to address the issues of
the Army Depot closure proposal and of the impact on Hawthorne and it’s citizens if that were to
become a reality.

Hawthorne is proud of the base and its service to the country. We are proud of the services the base -
contributes to. the military effort arid the constantly expanded role it plays for the different branches of
the military and of its willingness to diversify its roles as needed by the military. You do not hear us
complain about what we hear from the explosions and live fire practice — it is a fact of life with us.

As a member of the Mineral County Regional Planning Commission I see many of the problems the
county faces in development and losing the base and its workforce will create extreme hardships in
attracting more business into the area. Most of the base area is not conducive to easily transfer to other
development even if the government did the total environmental cleanup and my understanding is that
there are areas that this would be almost impossible to do. If the base were mothballed, Hawthorne has
almost nowhere to expand. What chance are we left with for growth or even surviving?

I am a retired school teacher and have lived in Hawthorne since 1965.

My personal concern if the base closes is that Hawthorne will be thrown into a decline that will affect
my future financial needs and quality of life. My property values will plummet and I had counted on
the sale of my property to be part of my income in old age when I may need care. The school district
by law is required to partially support my health insurance and with the school district in severe
decline, it may no longer be able to sustain benefits to retirees. For many that would mean dropping

health insurance and eventually becomlng a financial burden on the govemment

P i ih L+ ey P

’ The, elderly w111 be greatly affected in dummshed health care and services. It is not easy for many of
these people on limited fixed incomes to travel out of town for doctor appointments or for shopping. If
the population were to drop from the base closure we would probably lose our Safeway store and it is
the only market in town. Most of these people cannot just move and leave the area. What is to happen
to these people?

We are “America’s Patriotic Home” and proud of it. To lose the base and be cast aside because of
false information about what happens here and of our continued service to the United States would be
an unthinkable injustice.

Thank you for listening.
,éezz;)

Betty Easley
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Good Afternoon.

Since we have been put on the BRAC list, I have been consumed. I am sad,
mad and confused over this decision.

Here is my take:

Close HWAD Save $777 million
Environmental Cleanup deduct $529 million
Ship stocks to Tooele  deduct $81 million
Demil Stocks deduct $176 million
The balance is $9 million. |
In the hole.

The DOD says Hawthorne is simply a storage site, they have no active
maintenance, no active distribution and no active demil. Hawthorne has

accessibility and outloading problems. BRAC them.

If this is true, how can we demil over 130,000 tons of stocks in five years?‘
How can we ship over 51,000 tons in each of three years? The DOD
BRAC’d us for the very things they expect us to now accomplish.

The kicker is that in 2011, we will dismantle all our WADF equipment and
ship to Tooele, where a new WADF will have been constructed.

It doesn’t add up.

How many employees do you think will hang around if we remain on the
BRAC list? Not many. Most will want to get off the sinking ship as soon as
possible. This of course will start the ripple effect in the community.

I have lived in Hawthorne since 1964. I work for DZHC. I support all the
local businesses. I do not have to lock my doors. My kids are safe walking

to the park, to the store or to their friends.

I can water ski, snow ski, four wheel, and hike within minutes. I can see the
stars every night and believe me they are beautiful. We have no
encroachment whatsoever. This is quality of life and could only happen in a
small town. I am here by choice.
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We truly are America’s Patriotic Home. The warfighter continues to be our
#1 priority. By closing the depot, you will certainly issue the death sentence
to the Town of Hawthorne. :

I love Hawthorne, HWAD and the people of this community. Don’t BRAC
us. I will leave you with photos of what our community will look like if we
are BRAC’d

Thank you.

D Sito
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(775) 945-3321
540 F Street ~~~ HAWTHORNE, NEVADA 89415 ~~~ P.O. Box 1000

July 11, 2005

U.S. Department of Defense
Base Realignment and Closure Commission

Re: Hawthorne Army Depot

Dear Commission Members:

I represent the El Capitan Casino and Resort in Hawthorne. Our business is the second largest
private employer in Mineral County. Our business and our employees contribute a huge amount of
financial support to Mineral County and the State of Nevada. Last year alone the El Capitan
contributed $680,000 in state and local taxes.

The possible closure of the Army Depot will devastate our community, our people, and our
businesses. The impact, however, is much greater and deeper than that. Estimates of the financial
impact predict thirty to fifty percent of the people of Hawthorne will lose their jobs. This will virtually

turn our vital community into a ghost town.

For seven decades, or more, the patriotic and loyal people of Hawthorne and the Army Depot
have proudly supported and worked with each other to benefit our country. It has been a strong and
deep commitment. Some of America’s finest have served and been trained here. The Hawthorme Army
Depot has, for decades, served and protected America in times of war and in peace.

Closing the door on the community of Hawthorne, after thls historic and patriotic relationship
with our military base is not what this nation’s citizens want or deserve. It is certainly not what the
community of Hawthorne wants or deserves. In simple Words it’s just plain wrong. We urge you not

to close the Army Depot at Hawthorne.

We thank you for your service on this commission and ask for your careful and thoughtful
consideration.

Respectfully,

Bernard W. Curtis, Director of Government Relations
Holder Hospitality Group // El Capitan

&?é%‘

Richard Metts, General Manager
El Capitan Resort Casino
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Statement by Wade Barton to the BRAC commission July 11, 2005

Every dollar spent at the Depot has a multiplier.

The dollars paid to the Depot employees, and the dollars spent at local
businesses are spent again and again in our community.

I get paid for a sign. I go to Bruce Dow for a dental check up, & Scotty’s,
and get my truck serviced.

The dollars I spend are then used for wages and supplies. Scotty’s get their
fuel from Western Central. Those dollars are used for wages, supplies,. The
people earning those wages spend their dollars at Safeway, Wagner’s, Napa,

etc.

Businesses survive because of the dollars that come through the Depot

Without those fresh dollars coming in our economic base is doomed. It will
cause a domino effect. People will lose their homes. Property values will
plummet. We will lose our Hospital, Library, and eventually our school.

If it is closed we must demand total cleanup and or the opportunity to solicit
other parties interested in the storage business to utilize the facility.

&% for this opportunity to speak.
ade Barton

P.O Box 83
Hawthorne, Nevada 89415
(775) 945-8898.
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orizons Credit Union

Financia
Lifetime Banking Solutions

July 11,2005

The Honorable BRAC Commission

Good Afternoon,

My name is Barbara Reuter, and | am President of Financial Horizons Credit
Union, one of two Financial Institutions in Hawthorne. | am honored to have the
opportunity to speak with you today. Our credit union originated as NAD Federal
Credit Union in 1947, serving only the Naval Ammunition Depot employees. We
have since changed to a community credit union, however a large number of our
members work at the Depot.

We receive direct deposits bi-weekly from Hawthorne Army Depot payroll
exceeding $286,000, of that, approximately 15% are loan repayments. There
would be a definite impact on our credit union if members were unable to repay
their loans. As a mortgage lender, the most recent appraisals on homes now
have a notation that the closing of the base would negatively affect the value of .

the home.

Can you imagine not only losing the job you thought would take you to retirement,
but being unable to sell your home because of the economic conditions in your
community? These are some of the issues we will be facing if the base closes.
Please consider the impact of your upcoming decision on our community, Thank

you.

Respecitfully,

Barbara S Reuter
President/CEO

Main Office - 895 Sierra Way P.O. Box 2288 Héwthorne, Nevada 89415 (775) 945-2421
Yerington Office - 120 N. Main Street Yerington, Nevada (775) 463-7842
Fallon Office — 48 Commercial Way Fallon, Nevada (775) 428-6768



DCN: 5171

" Hello Commissioner Coyle,

My name is Yvonne Downs and I moved to Hawthorne seven years ago. In this time I've
learned to love the safety & security that Hawthorne provides to families. Ilove that
Hawthorne’s citizens take great pride in being America’s Patriotic Home. Ilove that the
Depot is a family oriented business. My husband has a brain tumor & can only work part
time. With his handicap, both the town & work provide a supportive environment that
you can’t get in the city. We also have a 77 year old Aunt that lives with us for about %
the year. She has lived in Hawthorne for over 50 years. I am the sole supporter of our
family & there is NO WAY that I would be able to live in a city & support us. My sister
moved here this year to get away from the stresses of the city. We both feel that
Hawthorne provides work comparable to city life with the safety & security that only a
small town can provide. If you close the Depot it will mean that families such as mine
will be forced to move & experience hardships that we can’t imagine with the loss of our
quality of life & limits to our choices. Please DO NOT close the Hawthorne Army

Depot.

Thank you.
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~zREADY MIX =y

P.O. Box 2509
3050 Industrial Loop
Hawthorne, NV 89415
(775) 945-2222

Good afternoon. I’'m Burton Packard, owner and operator of Bucket of Mud
Ready Mix. | bought this business about a year and a half ago with the dream of being
a successful businessman. So far, so good.

Now we face the possible elimination of the largest employer of our community.
The closing bf the Hawthorne Army Depot would be devastating to our businesses, our
families, and our community.

Twenty-five years ago | came to Hawthorne to begin my adult life. Since then,
my wife and | have built our dream home with our very own hands, raised our family,
and had a successful career with Day & Zimmermann progressing from a firefighter
trainee to the fire chief. From there, | decided to take on the ownership of my own
business. Where else but Hawthorne could | have all of these opportunities? | only
hope my two children will be so fortunate.

I don’t need to tell you that a 50% decrease in our small town'’s population will
affect my concrete business. No people, no construction, no business. | don't want this
town to perish. This is my home and | do not want to leave! '

In closing, | would like to thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to

visit us. I'm sure that you will find we are worth the éffort.

Sincerelyig
" Burton A. Packard Jr. 4

Owner, Operator
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Brwce Dow, D.D.S, PC.

P.O. BOX 2507

155 SOUTH ’C’ STREET
HAWTHORNE, NEVADA 89415
TELEPHONE: (775) 945-2438
FAX: (775) 945-1348
drdowdds@sbcglobal.net

Monday, July 11, 2005

Dear Honorable BRAC Commissioners:

My name is Michelle Dow and I am the wife and business partner of my Husband Bruce
Dow, and together we run a dental practice in Hawthorne. Please listen carefully to the
numbers that I am going to throw at you. 46,000, 9,44,125,000,75,0, 2 Because, these
numbers represent to my family and me the losses that will be associated with the closure

of the depot.

$46,000 per month in total payroll cost largely spent in Hawthorne. GONE,
9 employees. GONE

44% of our total patient base directly associated with depot. GONE

$125,000 in uncollected revenue directly associated with last riff of only 100

employees at the depot.

75 miles people will have to travel to the nearest dental facility.

0 Dentists left in Mineral County
2 daughters who will be greatly wounded by moving away from the only home

they’ve ever known.

VVYVY VVVYVY

These numbers are a startling revelation of the devastation that not only affects my family
and business but virtually every family and business in the county. My family will most
certainly have to move away from a beautiful lifestyle and I am not talking about
financially. 29 years ago my husband left Hawthorne for dental school in Milwaukee,
with every intention on bringing his education and expertise back to Hawthorne to help
the people who live in and around this area. We have invested all our time and all of our
resources to provide state of the art dental facility including digital radiography. If the
base closes we will not be able to sell our practice for retirement, we will not be able to
sell our home and we may not be able to help our children through college. The sad part
about what I just said is that we will be only one of all the families located in Hawthorne

that will suffer the same if not more.
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My family and all citizens of take pride in the clean air, the many outdoors activities the
friendly people and the realization that we belong to a community that takes care of one

another.,

In the business of dentistry, we take care of all people who come to us. My husband is
one of very few dentists in the state of Nevada that accepts Medicaid (welfare), and when
considering rural Nevada he is the only one within 75 miles who accept Medicaid. In
other words, the poor will suffer again. Many of the patients we see on these low income
programs don’t even have a car, they walk where they need to go. If in the future they
have need to see a dentist they may not have access because they can’t drive the 75 miles
required or they will have to find transportation and wait in pain.

Please consider the unique qualities of Hawthorne. We are not just a Depot, We are proud
Americans who support our military 100%. We embrace all things military and have the
capabilities and trained workforce to get the job done.

The Economic impact of the Depot closure will be catastrophic for an already struggling
community. When the County’s largest employer is lost the trickle down affects will
occur immediately. The educated population will begin looking for employment else -
where, they will take their kids from our schools, the population will dwindle and all the
businesses will begin to close. Services such as healthcare, fire protection, law
enforcement will suffer, our taxes will go up, homes will be boarded up because they
won’t have any value. There will be many desperate people and therefore crime and
abuse will go up. Closure will be like dropping a bomb on Hawthorne. Some will die,
some will be forever handicapped and the others will leave out of fear. Thank you for
caring enough to come and listen to our desperate plea for survival today.

Sincerely, ‘
D )

Micli;alle Dow



DCN: 5171
July 11, 2005

Depariment .of Defense
BRAC Committee

. Dear Committee Members;

My wife and I would like to take this opportunity to tell you about our business. We
started our plumbing business in 1999. It has been a very successful venture for us.

A year and a half ago we made a bid to do the maintenance on the housing units at the

. Hawthorne Army Ammunition Depot. We received this contract-and have since
employed seven full time employees and one parttime employee. The approximate
annual payroll is $156,000.00. '

My wife has lived in Hawthorne all of her life and I made Hawthorne my home 22 years
ago. We enjoy living in Hawthorne and want to continue to make our future home here.
We have recently purchased eight.acres of land to build a new home for ourselves and .
then sub-divide the rest of the acreage and sell to others.

The closure of the Hawthorne Army Ammunition Depot would be a dramatic loss for my
wife and me. . Not only would our business suffer with the loss of eight employees-and
their families, but.our dream of having a nice home and a chance to see ourland
investment become a reality would diminish.

We understand that this letter is just.one.of many that.you are reading asking for. the

. Hawthorne Army Ammunition Depot to be removed from the closure hist. We feel the
closure of the base is an important event in our business.and private life as well as the
community of Hawthorne.

We would like to thank you for réading our letter and in some way hope that you chang,e
your mmd and remove the base from the closure list.

S)\nccrely,

Curtisand Patnc:a .Stoddard
B & S Plumbing.
P O Box 2506 v
Hawthormme NV 89415
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Jan Bunning
PO Box 264, Mina NV 89422

Ph. 775-573-2202  Email: bizzyb@gbis.com

July 9, 2005

BRAC Commission.
2521 South Clark 8t Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Commissioners:

Nevada is the fourth largest state in the Union. It has 17 counties. Mineral County is one of the
largest. Hawthorne is the County Seat but, there used to be two more viable towns within i,

Luning is 25 miles south and Mina, approximately ten miles more. Both of these towns are near
ghost towns today and neither was dependent upon the base for most of their local employment. .

You might say Mineral County has almost been “BRACked” off the map at this point,

Luning depended upon a processing and loading facility for Basic Refractories in Gabbs, 30 miles
north. T can’t say with any certainty how long this facility was operational. I do know, however,
that my own father retired from there after 22 years. Magnesium oxide was hauled by truck from
Gabbs and loaded onto rail cars in Luning. This provided a second major employer in the town -
Wells Cargo Trucking. Wells Cargo maintained a shop and drivers in the area. These jobs
supported local businesses to provide even more jobs and services.

Mina had a roundhouse for the Southern Pacific trains that came down from Wabuska and turned
around with their loads to return. Foote Minerals and Dicalyte both had bagging and production -
facilities in town, tracking the ore in from the mines, and Standard Oil maintained a tank farm,
These, as well as a number of other smaller users of the rail, provided a generally good small
town business climate. Most of the goods and services a person required that could not be found

locally, could be found in Hawthorne.

Then, in the late 1980s, Southern Pacific Railroad determined they were not making enough
money on this run and pulled their trains out. Every one of the above business operations were
forced to close their Mina and Luning operations. Almost everyone who had a local Job was put
out of work. Some hung on working in the mines in this part of the county but, then, FMC
Paradise Peak Mine shut down, followed by the Corona Santa Fe Mine and finally, the Candeleria
Mine. With these closures almost all of the younger people were forced to move in order to care

for their families,
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Mina has lost its school, its Justice Court, seen its library cut to less than 20 hours a week, seen
property values drop by another 29% at the last Assessor’s appraisal, and the loss of a critical
local customer base that has forced even further business closures. It has also been left with 91
acres of prime highway frontage land that cannot be sold or leased by the railroad because of
contamination from the round house and facilities that had been there before. It would take
millions of dollars tc clean this land and make it usable. The railroad is not willing to make the

expenditure, nor are any prospective buyers.

These losses cost not only the Iocal economies but, made a tremendous impact on Hawthorne’s
business community, as well. _

And then, to make matters worse, the last BRAC Commission took Hawthome’s Tier One Status
and gave it to Tooele, causing a loss of another 300 jobs. More businesses in Hawthorne closed.
More mine closures caused even more young families to relocate. Hawthome’s property values
were also reduced dramatically. The loss of young people has been replaced by older people on
drastically low fixed incomes that put an even greater drain on Mineral County for services and
indigent care. Sales tax dollars are now going to Churchill, Lyon, Washoe Counties in Nevada

and to Bishop, California.

The county is struggling for survival now without losing the approximate 550 jobs that would g0
with the base closure. You would be forcing Mineral County into bankrupicy and that toll would

be felt by taxpayers everywhere,

I strongly urge you to reconsider DoD’s recommendation for closure of the Hawthorne base and
to look more carefully at the facts. '

JAN BUNNING, Vice Chairman
Mina Town Advisory Council

cc: Senator Harry Reid
Senator John Ensign
Congressman Jim Gibbons
Governor Kenny Guinn
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