DCN: 6130

BRAC Commission

AUG 01 2008

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR Received
ST. JAMES BUILDING
JOHE:)YE)YRTON - 117 WEST DUVAL STREET
' SUITE 400
JU|y 28' 2005 JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32202

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202
- 'Dear’Cl'fa‘ir‘m'a;n'*Prin‘cip‘i:‘" g
! Wrth the 'support of. chernor Bush, T am writing to request an opportunrty to
{ present lnformatlon to the BRAC Commrssron relative to the 3055|ble return of military
; o ,°operat|ons to Cecil F|e|d ‘ ;} ; -1 B R
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’ iAs ,you know C’ecrl Fled was,v one of four master Jet bla
1iwas : . In the Six years since; |t|s closure, more than $100M
i fe eral“ state and crty Ilfu]nld }ha been‘invested to |mprouv<|e1 thelinfrastructure of the
L | ns' of F/A- 18srare |ntact and in many cases, havel‘lb N
he state and)city have been aggressive in protectlr‘ jithelarea from
/e jacent greenway
ervesas a natural buffer for flight operations.
wl [‘ ‘ ‘1
il ‘ (g
W' “ffbos“s,efs!sés an unencroachedI and bunrestrlcted Outlying Flelb HIHIose proximity to aerial

< created in the U.S. and
uIIy operatlonal for flfty years.
T|he runways, hﬁnga rs and”malntenance buildings Whllw 1 G ice supported
i | een|refurbished. In
achment and have invested i'mllllons of dollars to createh,;j,
" NI A ,
| re are other” regronal sytnergles ‘which are beneficia IEEt m”r‘ is analysis. The area
bomblng ranges, ideal tlylng conditions and aerial corrldors and depot -level jet
e e Maintenance.. _ .

s e BTt Y ame et € mede el e 2@ g @ eI Sl WS s Eme s o e L 8T T e o1} e

Whlle there has been a concerted effort by the state and city to redevelop Cecil
Field into a Avaluable commerce zone, the opportunity to-return military operatioris to-
, this great base remains available. Governor Bush and I would appreaate the chance to
N . share our thoughts regardlngﬂtms opportunlty with you and the BRAC Commission as
" Jsoon as it can be arranged Thank y ult or your consrderatron :
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