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I / / ' The Cape Cod commissllon bpposes the Department of Defense's proposed closure of 
Otis Air National ~ u & d  ~ a s e .  We are very concerned about the effect such a closure i 
would have on the viability of the Massachusetts Military Reservation (MMR) and on the 

I economy of Cape Cod. $urthe,more, the closing of Otis would undermine the 
I effectiveness % ,  of home)an'd defense in New England. 

. . i 
L I The Air ~ a t i o n a l ~ u a i - d  presence is an important component of the overall master plan 

I for the base and provide{ vital pupport for the installation's infrastructure. Were the Air 

Closing Otis would dramatically degrade air fighter coverage for the Boston metropolitan 

National Guard to leave, !it is h&hly unlikely that the Coast Guard and Army National 

--*--- -ir .,u -- ---- region and w-oula weakex tfi 
Guard at the MMR. Otis als 
important component of the 

Guard would be able to absorb 
viability of the entire bade and 

I 

: joht-ofeTatioris of the Ar'iiiy Natioiial GuaTd arid CBaBt7- ' - --I-" ' -- 

provides hundreds of civilian jobs, which are a very 
ronomic stabiliy of the Upper Cape region. 

the base's maintenance and operational costs. Thus, the 
the carefully crafted master plan is at risk. 
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A coalition of federal, state, county and town officials, as well as citizens from all walks 
of life has formed to oppose the base closure recommendation. The Cape Cod 
Commission (a nineteen member body, made up representatives from all fifteen Cape 
towns as well as several special appointees) supports that effort, and urges you to 
carefully weigh the analysis presented by our legislative delegation at your July 6,2005 
hearing in Boston. 

The Cape Cod Commission hopes to continue to work for the successful integration of 
the military training and environmental management that has been the hallmark of 
activity at Otis. We trust that, through your positive recommendation for the retention of 
the Otis Air National Guard base, that the proven ability of the military and the local 

- -  . community to work together to,ensure military readiness and protection.of our 
environment may continue. \ I1 , ! I i 1 1 ' 11 1 11, 
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