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Thank you again for the opportunlty to hrghhght the Value of anht-Patterson A1r Force Base and AFIT. ,

%) We look forward to hostlng Commlssroners Newton and Skinner to show them ﬁrsthand the value and - _‘ i
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' Mass. base had state funds 1toi bolster Alr Forcev faclhty I L : A
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By J ess1ca Wehrman -

,Washmgton Bureau L b
WASHINGTON | U.S. Sen. Ted Kennedy, D-Mass., said he believes Defense
Department officials recommended sending information technology jobs from
erght Patterson to Hanscom Air Force Base because of Massachusetts'
technolog1cal expertise, but acknowledged that a state proposal to pump money into
Hanscqm may have been a consideration.

‘Kennedy said Thursday that Defense Department officials made it clear they could not make base
closurerecommendations based on community improvement proposals.

| .
"Having said that, it had to be in the back of the minds of the Air Force about what the possibilities were
going t(f) be — the fact that this had been committed and decided," Kennedy said.

The commitment ‘was the Massachusetts Defense Technology Initiative s "Vision for the F uture a $410
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f c1a1s made it clear throughout the base closure]dehberatlon process that hlS
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‘ i ‘; ! | "In my six or e1ght eetl ings W1th dlfferent defense officials, it never realLy did come up," he said! "I
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Command's top generals with the Hanscom improvement plan. At the time, Massachusetts Gov. Mitt
Romney said the delegation was was looking for research and technology from other branches. Hanscom
is part of the Material Command, which is headquartered at Wright-Pat.

U.S. Reps. Mike Turner, R-Centerville, and David Hobson, R-Springfield, were skeptical.
It "doesn't pass the smell test," Hobson said.

Turner has criticized the recommendation, saying because it mirrored the Massachusetts economic
proposal,it makes the process look like a bidding war. :

"Sen. Kennedy claims defense officials never brought up a proposal that he sat across the table from and
delivered personally to them,” Turner said. "I don't know how he could say he never discussed this. He
was in meetings pushing and discussing the Massachusetts plan." :

He said the $41 0 mllhon proposal was clearly mtended to influence the process
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= Accordlng to Defense ’Department crlterla closure recommendat10ns>cannot bé based on* proposed
¢ I community improvements.

Contact Jessica Wehrman at (202) 887-8328.
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