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May 18, 2005

The Honorable Anthony Principi
Chainnan
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Chainnan Principi:

Thank you for your hard work and dedication and for that of the members of the
commission and your staff, as you undertake the important process of reviewing our
nation's military resources in fonnulating a BRAC recommendation that will ensure the
strengthening of our national security. Now that Secretary Rumsfeld and the Department
of Defense have issued their recommendations, pursuant to the BRAC process, I am
seeking confinnation ofthe BRAC commission's application ofthe BRAC review
criteria.

Attached is an October 8, 2004 correspondence from Raymond F. DuBois, Deputy-Under
Secretary of Defense, to Congressman Duncan Hunter, Chainnan of the House Anned
Services Committee, confinning DaD's policy towards community proposals to invest
future resources to improve or expand base infrastructure for consideration within the
BRAC process. Secretary DuBois confinned that such proposals do not constitute
certified data upon which DaD will rely.

From a policy perspective, it is important that communities hosting military facilities
have confidence that the BRAC commission will not consider offers of monetary, or land
or facility enhancements in making its final recommendations. Absent such assurances,
communities may needlessly spend countless hours garnering resources in anticipation of
a specious opportunity to impact the BRAC process.

Again, thank you for your service and I appreciate your consideration of this request.
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The HlonorableDuncan Hunter
Chairman.,Committee on Armed Services
U.S. House ofRepresentativea
Washington. DC 20515

Dear!~fr. Chairman:

This is in response to your request for considerationofproposa1sto investfuture
rcsour~esto improve or expandbaseinfrastructureand their consideration within the
BRA(~ prOCeJS. . .

Whilethe Department welcomes any actions tbat improve miUtaly~comm~
rela1i~(.!1Shipsand the qualjty of life for our.nation's armed forces, itwiJ) notincludc such
protDisled considerations within the BRAC process. The statute authorizing the BRAC
pl'ooe~srequires that the Department revieswa11military installations equaUy .based. 0J'1

appro'~'ed,published selection oriteria and a forte structureplan. The statute also requires
that IIILilitalyvalue be the primary consideration in making recommendations for the
clo&w" or realignment of DJ.ilitaryinstallations using certified data. Proposals from tho
public) do not constitute certified data that our analysis relies upon.

I trUStyou find thi$ infonnation helpful.

Sincerely,

Ka-D~
RAymondF.DuBois

Deputy Undbr Seeretary of Defense
(InstallationsandEnvironment)

co: T.b.eHonorableIke Skelton
Ranking Member
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