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B n.in: behalf of the Board of llrectors of 'Vlrgrnla Beach V|S|on
- Inc. Vision'] |s an organrzatron of in.éxcess of 100 CEO and senlor-level busrness e
) professronal ‘and educatronal leadérs whose ‘purpose “is to mvestrgate and'f~* [
_ support pubhc pollcy issues’ the” board deems: ln the best mterests of V|rg|n|a i
Beach the surroundlng regron ‘and |ts resrdents L : ALl -

Lo operatlonal readiness of the. AtIantlc Fleets Naval Arr'Forces and uItrmater, the’»]l R
-~ national -defense; “That’ thls perspectlve has Iacked attentlon seems unusual \‘
DI because |ts uItlmate |mpact is: so__|mportant e S : U e T

n

In broad terms the ISSUG is operatlonal readlness More specrflcally rt is personnel!}" DR PR
_retentlon a crltlcal |ssue for- all: branches of Amerlca s, Armed Forces partrcularly N

-«A_’-"Also lost in the debate s, an understandlng of-. the dramatlc dlfference in’ )
composmon of todays Navy from the Navy that enJoyed the quury of the wrdej
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, hrghly sk||led hrgh tech sarlors who servrce and support them and thelr a|rcraft
‘.‘7' are part ofwhat is essentrallya marrled Navy ROETER A PO o :

change is. prlnC|paI|y a result of the AII-Vqunteer Force WhICh has W|thout -
questron attracted a much more educatéd, hlgher skllled |nd|vrdual Essentlal to ,
~-retaining . these personnel is not only: that they-enjoy -a hlgh degree of _|Ob et
satrsfactlon Th|s is- “true- for bachelor and married sa}rlors alrke However .

‘ Factors :that provrde such famlly contentment. n’clude adequate spousal
employment opportunltles access ‘to: quahty educatlon avallable cultural ‘and :
recreational -amenities; quallty shopplng and restaurants; -and. in general a hrgh R
quallty of I|fe that paradoxrcally only a Iarger V|brant C|ty I|ke Vlrglnra Beach can
prov:de : L Ceelndat L

-:‘.‘-Strck these folk in an’ |solated enwronment‘«and watch.'i?how qurckly retentlon
problems arise and m|I|tary readlness suffers How do we know th|s |s true’? :

We know it because the Navy has told us so Durlng the perlod precedrng the R
1998 F/A- 18 Super: Hornet relocation’ deC|S|on Navy off|C|aIs 'sought the Vlrglma _ f C !
Beach busmess commumtys support for a rélocation decision. that :wolild bnng
- the” alrcraft ‘to."Oceana, rather than to Cherry P0|nt or Beaufort SC both

essentlally rural areas..
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| :_}':f‘Wlthout the successful growth enjoyed by V|rg|n|a Beach over' the Iast several
decades |ts many quallty, desured amenltles would not be pOSSIb|e S S

”7-‘5The vast majonty of todays encroachment is. not new and eXIsted durlng 'past
SE ;.';BRAC |terat|ons ‘as-well -as’ durlng the . 1998 deCIS|on ‘to relocate the- Super -
'rl}.-j.'-"“i_':'_Hornets to- NAS ‘Oceana when” ‘the: quallty “of - Ilf"" amenltles trumped the.
SRR encroachment |ssue We feel the Navy has made clear the relatlve lmportance of
"[J‘"the two |ssues o R e SR

yWe urge that you welgh thlS dellcate balance carefully |n‘ rea ung your ultlmate
“jd_eC|S|on regardrng the future of NAS Oceana and |ts |mpa‘-,_,” i:‘mllltary value .
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Presudent






