
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
2521 CLARK STREET, SUITE 600 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22202 

(703) 699-2950 

MEMORANDUM OF MEETING - 
DATE: 1 August 2005 

TIME: 1000 Hours 

MEETING WITH: Pennsylvania representatives 

SUBJECT: Recommendations on Pittsburgh International Airport 
AGS, PA 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Guests: 

Name Title 

Rick Santorum Senator 

Dewitt Peart Senior VP 

Ed Rendell Governor 

Chris Bradish Legislative 
Assistant 

Organization 

US Senate 

Allegheny 
Conference on 
Community 
Development 
State of PA 

Senator Spector 

Telephone 
Number 

Courtney Kaplan Legislative Senator Santorum (202) 224-7757 

Michael Baxter 

Mike Langley 

Ike Puzon 

Ed Ebenbach 

Jim Skiff 

Correspondent 
Legislative Congressman (202) 275-23 0 1 
Assistant Tim Murphy 
CEO Alleghenj PITT-BRAC (4 12) 62 1 - 1023 
Conference Task Force 
Consultant RMACIChamber (301) 203-0866 

of Commerce 
Co-chair Chamber of (21 5) 489-2583 
Regional Commerce 
Military Affairs 
Council 
Deputy PA ANG (7 17) 86 1-8550 
Adjutant 
General 

ARS and Willow Grove 

Email Address 

dpeart@alleghenyconferencc 
. org 

DCN 6746



Guests (concluded): 

Name Title Organization Telephone 
Number 

Dennis Guise Chief Counsel DMVA-PA (717) 861-8503 

Dewitt Peart Senior VP Allegheny (41 2) 47 1-2547 
Conference on 
Community 
Development 

Ed Rendell Governor State of PA (71 7) 772-901 0 

Chris Bradish Legislative Senator Spector (202) 224-901 8 
Assistant 

Courtney Kaplan Legislative Senator Santorum (202) 224-7757 
Correspondent 

Michael Baxter Legislative Congressman (202) 275-2301 
Assistant Tim Murphy 

Mike Langley CEO Allegheinq PITT-BRAC (41 2) 621 -1023 
Conference Task Force 

Ike Puzon Consultant RMACIChamber (301 ) 203-0866 
of Commerce 

Ed Ebenbach Co-chair Chamber of (21 5) 489-2583 
Regional Commerce 
Military Affairs 
Council 

Jim Skiff Deputy PA ANG (717) 861-8550 
Adjutant 
General 

Adrian King Deputy Chief o: PA Governors (71 7) 787-2500 
Staff Office 

Bill Lynch PA Base Closure (71 7) 329-7397 
Committee 

Jessica Wright TAG-PA PAARNG (717) 861-8500 

Kate Winkler Leg. Director Rep. A. Schwarts (202) 225-61 11 

Leslie McCombs Director, PR UPMC (41 2) 398-2020 

Shann Fox Executive Allegheny Co. (41 2) 350-4695 
Assistant Chief Executive 

Email Address 

christopher - bradish@spector.ser 
ate.gov 
courtney~kaplan@santorum.seni 
te.gov 
michael.baxter@mail.house.gov 

mlangley@alleghen yconference. 
0% 
ikepuzon@earthlink.net 



Commission Staff: 

Ken Small Air Force Team BRAC (703) 699-2922 ken.small@wso.whs.mil 
Leader 

Mike Flinn, Senior Analyst BRAC (703) 699-2932 michael.flinn@wso.whs.mil 
Ph.D.* 
David Hague General BRAC david.hague@wso.whs.mil 

Counsel 
Tim MacGregor Senior Analyst BRAC (703) 699-292 1 timothy.macgregor@wso.whs. 

mil 
Michael Delany Senior Analyst BRAC karl.gingrich@wso.whs.mil 

MEETING SUMMARY: Members of the BRAC Commission staff met with representatives of 
the Pittsburgh, PA community to <discuss their concerns regarding the recommended closure of 
Pittsburgh International Airport (IAP) Air Reserve Station (ARS) and Willow Grove Air Guard 
Station (AGS). 

Governor Rendell opened the meeting indicating the issues related to Pittsburgh International 
Airport Air Reserve Station, Willow Grove Air Guard Station, the PX and Commissary support, 
and Homeland Defense issues. Hle stated that Pennsylvania did not contest the Army 
recommendations but stressed that Pennsylvania had suffered the second largest loss of the all the 
states throughout the BRAC rounds, behind only California. 

Governor Rendell stated that the justification for closing Pittsburgh IAP ARS was based on a factual 
error. There is ample room for expansion at Pittsburgh IAP ARS and that the commercial portion of 
the airport was shrinking. Consequently, Pittsburgh wanted to expand the mission of the 9 1 1'" AW. 
He also indicated that it would cost $45,135,693 to close the reserve station and that Homeland 
Security issues at Pittsburgh had not been given adequate consideration. 

The Governor requested a staff visdt to the Kelly facility. According to Governor Rendell, there are 
400,000 veterans in Allegheny County. If the PX and Commissary were to close, many of these 
veterans would have to travel to ej ther Dayton, Ohio or Carlisle, PA to find similar services. Mr. 
Small suggested that staff time is now at a premium and that a staff visit is unlikely. 

The remainder of the meeting focused on Willow Grove AGS. The state's position is that Willow 
Grove is currently a joint Navy, Army, and Air Force facility and that it should remain totally intact. 
It has an 800 foot runway, FAA backup, access to sea lanes and is close to most major mid-Atlantic 
Cities. It is also a key recruiting st,ation. The Governor stated that Pennsylvania if filly prepared to 
run a first class facility if the Navy pulls out. 

Senator Santorum weighed in by stating his position that it is a mistake to keep pulling military 
assets out of the northeast. They are big recruiting centers. He felt that many of the 
recommendations were accounting moves that did not consider the long term impacts of recruiting 
and warfighting capability. 



Major General Wright stated that while the services were previously co-located at Willow Grove, 
they are now truly joint. This jointness has been in existence for the past ten years. Willow Grove 
is an operating "Joint Center of E,xcellence". 

The meeting adjourned on a cordial note. 

* Denotes individual responsible fbr completing the memorandum 


