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August 3, 2005

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street
Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Resolution in Support of Otis Air National Guard Base
Dear BRAC Commission:

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. My name is SGT Maria Rawding
and | am a full time technician at the Army Aviation Support Facility #1. | am, also,
attached to HQ Camp Edwards militarily. | have a toddler that attends day care on post
and | am a resident of Coast Guard housing. I tell you this because | rely on Otis ANGB
for my livelihood. | guess you could say my situation is unique. | am in the Army
National Guard but we share our flight line with the Air Guard. If we do not have the Air
Guard to maintain our flight line | don’t know what we would do. | cannot afford day
care off post and rely on the Coast Guard Child Development Center to watch my son
while | am at work. The Air Guard helps maintain the Coast Guard Housing area. | had
to sell my house and move on post because my husband is a new business owner and
there were times when he could not bring home a pay check. | rely on my military job
and the base housing to be able to feed and shelter my son. | understand these are not
facts that support your decision but | feel the need to let you know the affect it will have
on my family.

Very truly yous,

SGT Maria R. Rawding
~“Employee and Resident of Otis
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BRAC Commission

2521 South Clark Street *

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202
RE: Opposition of closing Otis Air National Guard Base Bourne, MA
Dear BRAC Commission:

Otis ANG Base is an integral and valued part of the entire Cape Cod region.
Most importantly, the military missions it fulfills are of utmost importance to the safety
and protection of the United States, in general, and the Northeast, in particular.

Otis ANG Base and F-15s from the 102™ Fighter Wing were the first military
aircraft to reach the World Trade Center during the September 11, 2001 attacks. They
regularly provide a myriad of military and homeland security functions, as well as vital
support to the U.S. Coast Guard at Air Station Cape Cod, one of the busiest installations
in the country. Otis ANG Base is the host installation for all of the military and homeland
security operations at the MMR, including U.S. Army Guard training at Camp Edwards
and numerous Coast Guard operations. It is clear the loss of Otis would severely
damage the shared infrastructure and resources currently found on the MMR.

Another particular concern is the vulnerability of our nuclear power facilities on
the east coast and how timely those can be protected in the event of attack.

The citizens of the entire east coast plead with the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission to remove Otis ANG Base from the list of military installations being
considered for closure and/or realignment. Simply put, Otis ANG Base is too important
for our nation’s security and homeland defense to be relocated.

Thank you for your consideration of this input.
Regards,

Elinor Vacchino & family
Plymouth, MA
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Support Our Troops ~ Remember Our Veterans
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