
Ama V. McDermid 
846 S Roosevelt Road U 1 I2 
Portales, NM 88 130 

May 19,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi: 

As a 5 1 year native of Portales, New Mexico I am extremely concerned by Cannon AFB 
being on the closure list. As you know, Cannon AFB is located in the rural southeastern 
area of New Mexico. This closure will have a devastating affect on our struggling 
economy as well as the moral of the citizens of the area. Cannon AFB is "family". 

Our communities have embraced the air force personnel and their families. These 
Americans attend our churches, civic activities, and schools. They are part of our 
community, not only Portales and Clovis, but all of New Mexico and West Texas. 

As a small business owner, I realize the closure of Cannon AFB will have a hard 
economic impact on this area. In the past year this area has finally begun to shows 
wonderful signs of growth. The closure of Cannon AFB will squelch the new growth. 
Everything from our const:ruction companies to our educational facilities will be 
negatively impacted. 

Cannon AFB is a tremendous asset to the security of our entire nation. The air space 
which is already part of Cannon as well as the proposed expansion for supersonic aircraft 
is vital For our nation. Cannon AFB is capable and ready for expansion for the joint 
armed forces. 

This letter does not even touch on the assets of Cannon AFB and its importance to the 
area and the entire nation's security. Please take this into consideration when you make 
your decisions regarding th.e future of our nation without the tremendous asset we have in 
Cannon AFB. 

Respectfully yours, 

Ama V. McDermid 

DCN: 4529














