
May 20, 2005

The Honorable James H. Bilbray
BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Sir:

I wish to add my voice to the many individuals in my community, and extended area,
who are dismayed by the possibility of Cannon Air Force Base being closed. Cannon Air
Force Base, and its people, are so much a part of the communities of Eastern New
Mexico and West Texas. We love them, and desperately want the base to remain.

On a more practical note, Eastern New Mexico, with its wide-open spaces, surely must be
a perfect place for a sprawling air base. The Melrose bombing range is in the immediate
vicinity for the pilots in training and in practice. We have beautiful flying weather 12
months a year, and bountiful air space.

Cannon has won countless awards. We are very proud of the base, and have a great
relationship with its people. Naturally, we are concerned, too, that without the base, our
little community will wither and die. Please do not close Cannon Air Force Base.

Sincerely,

~~
Lois Nichols
114 East 17thLane
Portales, NM 88130
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