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Dear Chairman Principi: 

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal 
to retire the F-16C fighter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently 
assigned to the 147 Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only 
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key 
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast - a capability that must be preserved. 

My position on the retention of the 147'~ Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoDD's 
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular, 
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic 
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the 
homeland: 

The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical 
homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, US. Northern Command the North 
American,&sp~~_~D,efen,se~~mrn_an~, gnd US. Pacific C~mmand,~working in concert--- - - 

-- " , . *+ +--2?- - with other combatant commands, the Intelligence Community, the U.S. Coast Guard, and 
II 1 - other domestic and international partners, k v e  the oppolifunity to detect, deter, and, if 

necessar$,! be feat 'thieats eri route - before thev reach the 'United States. This reauires I - " 

/ 1 

I 

I 

strikes from the' air. ' 1  ' I 
! I 

! i 
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Dear Chairman Principi: , 
i 

This letter is to express my strong concern redarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal 
to retire the F- 16C fighter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently 
assigned to the 147 Fighter Wing, Texas ~ i r l ~ a t i o n a l  Guard, these aircraft represent the only 
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for prptection of the critical infrastructure and key 
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast - a capability that must be preserved. 

I 
My position on the retention of the 147'~ ~ighker Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoDYs 
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular, 
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic 
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the 
homeland: 

The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical 
homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, US. Northern Command, the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command, and US. PaciJic Command, working in concert 
with other combatant commands, the Intelligence Community, the U.S. Coast Guard, and -- - - --  , 

A - F~otherci;lomestic a ~ d  internatianalpa?tners, have the opportunity to4dete&; det* and, if- - - -  - " * 

necessary, defiat threats en route - before tqey reach the United States. This requires 
maximum :awareness; of thredts in the lapproaches,as well as the air and maritime 
inter$&Ption capabilities necessary to maintain US.  freedom bf action, secure the rights .w ) ,  , I, I 

anil obligations ofitheq united States, andprotect the nation at a safe distance. 
I I  I 

' I l l /  ( j 
I I1 

' I  I , I l l  I !  I 
I ~ h i l e  1 understand the need toqgradp?llyretire our aging fleet of fighter aircraft as we bring new 
/aerospace technology into the i$$m{ory, I khe elimination of a fighter presence on the Texas Gulf 
IGoast places Texas and its yritical i$rastpcture at serious risk. In my opinion and that of other 
1(igh:level elected and militaryilFaders who spoke out on this issue at the July 11, BRAC 
Re&nal Hearing in San ~ ~ t o k i b !  Tiexas! maintaining the presence of a full fighter wing at 
l$llington Field is critical. ~he[f$t  bliat $OD has recommended the optiona! presence of a small 
i alert detachment (two aircraft) at Ellingtqn further validates our concern but falls far short of 
I 1  protecting the Gulf Coast from m ~ l 6 ~ l e ,  simultaneous strikes from the air. 

' I  

I I I 
I 
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the 
nation's largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation's 
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets 
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the 
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical 
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of 

i 
the world's crude oil is either refined or shipped through the-(;olden Tdangk region of the Texas 

1 , 1 1 o t q  largest jW he1 processor in the world. An attack on this region could result in catastrophic 
Gulf cCoast;, bhicE FoGtains more than 54 chemical and petroleum related refineries,; including. 

'' 1 I I loss of life ahd have devastating effects on our nation's economy. 

I respectfully request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas. 
Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high. 
In tcday's threat envircnrnent, we must ensure the security ef cur nztion's citizens and 
vulnerable critical infrastructure. 

Sincerely, 

/Zcx %elr 
~ i c k b o r q i ,  
Governor 

d 
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Dear Chairman Principi: 

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal 
to retire the F-16C gghter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently 
assigned to the 147 Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only 
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key 
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast - a capability that must be preserved. 

My position on the retention of the 147" Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD's 
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular, 
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic 
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the 
homeland: 

. The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical 
-homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, US. Northern Command, the North 
American ~ e r o s ~ a c e  ~efense  Command, a id  US.  PaciJic Command, working in concert 

. - with other combatant commands, the Intelligence Community, the US. CoastGuard, an&- --- 
, I--= --T& =-- 

--z ..- 
*; - - othZr dome9tic-iind-inErnati5nal parthers, have the opportuniGto detect, aeter, and, if 

necesspry, defeat threats en route - before they reachlthq United States. This requires 

1 'I ;? 
, maximum awareness of threats in $he approaches:ias wellas the air and maritime 

, , I , interception capabilities necessary to maintain US. freedom of action, secure the rights 1 , I  

1 1 1  1 ' and obligations of the United States, and protect the nation at a safe distance. I I 

I 1 1 1  I , [ ' , I  I 
I I / 

~ l i l e  I understand the need to gradually retire our aging fleet of fighter aircraft as we bring new 
aeI;ospace technology into the inventory, the elimination of a fighter presence on the Texas Gulf 
Coast places Texas and its critical infrastructure at serious risk. In my opinion and that of other 
high llevel elected and military leaders who spoke out on this issue at the July 1 1, BRAC 
~ e ~ i o n a l  Hearing in San Antonio, Texas, maintaining the presence of a h l l  fighter wing at 
Ell$ngton Field is critical. The fact that DoD has recommended the optional presence of a small 
aleT detachment (two aircraft) at Ellington further validates our concern but falls far short of 
prc$ecting the Gulf Coast from multiple, simultaneous strikes from the air. 

I I 
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the 
nation's largest concentrated arrav of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation's 
securitv bvThe U.S. De~artment 6f   om eland Securitv. ~ ~ e c i 6 c a l l v  identified as critical assets I 

, I 

are t h h &  of ~ o u s t o 6  the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and bil refinery industries, the 
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical 
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of 
the world's crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas 

1 
" 

Gulf coast-w$ich contaias more than 54 chemical ~and ie t ro l ek  related refineries, including 1 'i 
the largest jet fuel processor in the world. An ittack on this region codla result in catastioihicd4 ' 11 'I ' I  '; [I I *  

I loss of life and have deGastating effects on our nation's economy. 
4, 1 1 

'111 !;i\ 1 1 respectfully request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas. 
Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high. 
In today's threat enviroment, we must ensure the security of our mtion's citizens md 

x I vulnerable critical infrastructure. 

I 
Sincerely, 

i 
I 

~ i c k b  
Governor 

cc: The Honorable John Cornyn 
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison 
The Honorable Tom DeLav 

The  ono or able Samuel K. Skinner < l r , <  
l~dmiral  Harold, W; GeGehman, Jr., USN, Ret. ' 

I I 111 '1 General James f .. Hill, USA, Ret. ( 1  I 11 I i ,  

I 1 General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF, Ret. I 

1 1 Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF, Ret. 
I i Ellington Field Task Force 
I ' I t  
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Dear Chairman Principi: 

I This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal 
, to retire the F- 16C fighter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently 

.$ assigned to the 147 Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only 
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key 
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast - a capability that must be preserved. 

My position on the retention of the 147'~ ~ i ~ h t e r  Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD's . 

recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular, 
the following statement fiom page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic 
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the 
homeland: 

The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical 
homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, U S .  Northern Command, the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command, and US .  PaciJic Command, working in concert 

, -. ,..- , .wjth-other co~mbatant~commqnds, the-Intelligence-Community, the US.-Coast Guard-and " . a 

i other domestic and international partnersIli~have the opportunity to detect, deter, and, if 
1 necessary, defeat threats en route before ;$ey reach the United States. This requires 

I maximum, awareness of threats in the approaches as well as the air and maritime 
I ' I  

I i , hterception capabilities necessary to maintain US.  freedom of action, secure the rights 
, 

I /  I ,  1 

I 1 and obligations of the United States, and protect the nation at a safe distance. 
/ (  i : I ] /  

Whi1e/jb1[mclfritFd the need to gradually retire our aging fleet of fighter aircraft as we bring new 
aerosvfice t~clymlogy into the inventory, the elimination of a fighter presence on the Texas Gulf 
Coast placqs i$e~as  and its critical infrastructure at serious risk. In my opinion and that of other 
high 1#&1 elefifei andimilitary leaders who spoke out on this issue at the July 1 1, BRAC 
Reg!oiallHearing in San Antonio, Texas, maintaining the presence of a full fighter wing at 
Ellingtp? ~'#l!. i$ critical. The fact that DoD has recommended the optional presence of a small 
alert detachment (two aircraft) at Ellington further validates our concern but falls far short of 

I 1'1:l protechng 96 ~ u l f  Coast fiom multiple, simultaneous strikes from the air. 
i llll'l 
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the 
nation's largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation's 
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets 
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the 
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical 
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More th'an 15 percent of 
the world's crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas 

- - t Gulf Coast~which contains more-than 54 chemical and petroleum, related .refineries, including -- 
It I ' 41 I I the largest jbt fuel processor in An attack on this region could result in cktastrophic : 
I I ::: /I I / : ~ \ \ ~ : I ~ ~ O S S  of l i fehd '  have devastating on our nation's economy. 

I 

I respectfully request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas. 
, Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high. 

In today's theat envircnment, ~~e must ensure the security of OLE nation's citizens md 
vulnerable critical infrastructure. 

Sincerely, xk Rick 2 k ? z y  
Governor 

cc: The Honorable John Cornyn 
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison 
The Honorable Tom DeLay 

. . ._.* . .,-.> _ :=-- - , 7 . .  Th~3H~n~rable_Ja_messl-rH.,F-IBilbray , \_ .- . . - . . :. - . i ,  . ,.. .. 2 , ;,. . .. . . . . :    he Honorable Philip Coyle 
ThelHonorable James V. Hansen I 

I . , ,  
, . 

Field Task F 
I 

, , 
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Dear Chairman Principi: 

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal 
to retire the F-16C fighter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently 
assigned to the 147 Fighter Wing; Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only 
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key 
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast - a capability that must be preserved. 

My position on the retention of the 1 4 7 ~ ~  Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD's 
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular, 
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic 
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the 
homeland: 

. The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical 
homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, US. Northern Command, the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command, and US.  PaciJic Command, working in concert 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the 
nation's largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation's 
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets 
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the 
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical 
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of 
the world's crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas 
.GulfCoast, which contains more than 54 chemical and*.petroleum related-refineries, including + , 1 the largest jet fie1 processor in the world:~~%attack bn this region could result ip catastrophic ( 1 

I 

I 
@ 4 I loss yf life and have devastating effects'on our nation's economy. I . 111 

, I l ]  I: i 1 , I 1 I / /  I j 
I ' l l ' !  1 . 1 1  I 

i h i  1 I ibs$dcffully request that you maintain F- 16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas. 
.ii II I l l l  Althoughretirement of these airc~aft pould achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high. 

I 

In today);:s threat environment, wemyst ensure the security of our nation's citizens and 
I vulnerable I b critical infiastructure.l 

Honorable John Cornyn 
Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Honorable Tom DeLay 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray * 

:w ., - , . - -,The Honorable-Philip-Coyle -. - . - -  . - , - -  * -.&- .--- _ ._ . -. - 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner I 

" t I 

t Admiral Harold W. Gehrnan, Jr., USN, Ret. I 
I 

1 
1 ;  i ' 1  Gyeral Ja$$srT. Hill; USA, Fet. i // i ,  j ;  

I J General;L!logd W. ~eivton;  I ~ s ~ F ,  Ret. I 1 ] l j t  1 :  
i ; I . I .  Brigadier; beneral Sue ~ . ~ u r h e r ,  USAIF, Ret. 

I 

Ellindon'Field Task Force 11 1; I 

I 

I , I t  
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I 
This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal 
to retire the F-16C gghter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently 
assigned to the 147 Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only 

I true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key 
1 resources along the Texas Gulf Coast - a capability that must be preserved. 

My position on the retention of the 1 4 7 ~ ~  Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD's 
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular, 
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic 
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the 
homeland: 

I The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United,States are critical 
I homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, US. Northern Command, the North 

American Aerospace Defense Command, and US. Pacijk Command, working in concert 
with other combatant commands, the Intelligence Community, the US. Coast Guard, and 

. . . , ,, --. . . . .-_,~ther,domestic~and,-international=partners, have the opportunity to.detect; deter, and, if- --- 

'air and maritime 
secure the rights . 

j I 

I I 

I 

I 

r l  , 
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the 
nation's largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation's 
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets 
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the 
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical - 

Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of 
the world's crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas 
'Gulfl~(iasj,~whic"ii 11 11\ulr15 \ J  'CqritXtinS'mGre, 4 fill 11 b #I I thm$ chemical ,a~id!p$troIeuin r~iatedrr,efinerle~,~includingi, I I,$, , $ I , 

I 4 I Y VlIlC ,I, I .  .r ?lie ~;u;gest~~~\;~) ;proqessbr  in the-wqrld. .;\n &&k &'thi8&'@'1i dhuldresult ;in catasqoph~c. iLf !'"I \ , 
I 1 @spf ilfe and have devastating effects on oui nation's economy. I 

I 

I respectfully request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas. 
Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high. 
In today's threat environment, we must ensure the security of our nation's citizens and 
vulnerable critical infrastructure. 
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Dear Chairman Principi: 

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal 
to retire the F-16C fighter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently 
assigned to the 147 Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only 
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key 
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast - a capability that must be preserved. 

My position on the retention of the 147'~ Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD's 
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support., In particular, 
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic 
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the 
homeland: 

The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical - homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, US. Northern Command, the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command, and US .  Pacific Command, working in concert 
with other combatant commands, the Intelligence Community, the US.  Coast Guard, and 

-3 ---'5 - I- - 
,?, ,,w<: .- --., --:t -T*. oth2,wicmcstia G J ? ~  :iitt&i'i?ati~;?~i/-pu~'i~iet*~~:!ici va-i hst~opyun wi ly  iodete~t;  deter; 'arid;-ifCC-' 

necessary, d e f ~ ~ t  threats en route - before they reach the United States. This requires 
marimum,aware~ness of threats in.the approaches as well as the air and,maritime~l; L i ;  ' / !  
inter&$tidn~haPabilitie~ tnebe.rsa%o riraintain U.S. frhedom oyaction, secure the rights I 
and obligations of the united l~tates, and protect the nation & a lsa fei distance. 

1 I ' I 1 1 1  ; ,  ,I; q 1 I E I 

While I understand the need' to g'radual\F retire our aging fleet of fighter aircraft as we bring new 
aerospace technology into the inbento-$,,the elimination of a fighter pksence on the Texas Gulf 
Coast places Texas and its critical inSt;a;tructure at serious risk. In my opinion and that of other 
high level elected and militaryleadert yp spoke out on this issue at the duly.11, BRAC . 
Regional Hearing in1San Antonio, Texifs, maintaining the presence of la full fighter wing at 
Ellington Field is critical. The fact t h a t l ~ o ~  has recommended the oytional presence of a small 
alert detachment (two aircraft) at ~ l l i n ~ f o n  hrther validates our concern but falls far short of 
protecting the Gulf Coast from multiple "simultaneous strikes from the air. 

A 

T / :  
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the 
nation's largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation's 
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets 
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the 
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical 
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of 

1 I 
the wor1d'~ci'li~e oil is'eitfier Fefinedlor shipped through the ,Golden,Triangle region of,,the Texas ' 1  I $ ' ; 1 . Gul? Coast, iwl$ch contains more than 54 :chemical and pet role'^ related refineries, incluhingf I ', 

I 11 . / , . I '  the largest jet' fikel processor in the world. An attack on this region could result in catastrophic ' 
I 1 loss of life and have devastating effects on our nation's economy. 

I 1 

' I respectfully request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas. 
I! 

; i  Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high. 
1 :  In today's tbirezt environment, u7e must ensure the security of our mition's citizens and 

vulnerable critical infrastructure. 

I i cc: The Honorable John Cornyn 
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison 

/ - r  . The Honorable Tom DeLay -. - 
The ~onoia61% ~am"es-HI ~ilb;By! ) ,  
The Honorable Philip Coyle, 
The Honorable James ,V. Hansen 



BRAC Commission 
Office of the 

District Attorney of Mineral County 
P.O. Box 1210 

JUL 2 0 2005 

Hawthorne, Nevada 89415 Received 
I 

b ,  F < 

t 1 -. I 
Cheri Emm-sin& Courthouse Annex I 

c- I i 

District Attorney , . 166 E Street I 

;t ' Telephone: (775) 945-3636 I 

John W. Cnpps Facslrmle: (775) 945-0740 I 
Deputy Distnct Attorney July 15,2005 I 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

, - 
i *  , I  r / " t l  I / t l ' l  1; ' I  1 1  

1 a I 1 i l I ;  : p 
I I 1) I 

/ I '  , 

I 

to address the Commission regarding the proposed 
located in Hawthorne, Mineral County, Nevada. I urge 

Army Depot fiom the BRAC list due to the invaluable 
and the State of Nevada both for essential military 

services and homeland 

is strategically located in the Great Basin Desert behind the 
is invaluable as a defense for national security and 

and the United States to fight against 
priceless training opportunities 

and water within a 
by the military, if 

Army Depot are 
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the 
nation's largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation's 
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets 
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the 
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical 
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of 
the world's crude oil is-_either refined or shipped through the-Golden Triangle region of tJe Texas - . 

' ' ' ' 'Gulf coast; iwhichicF conkins more ' t p  54 cqemical and ipetroleurn rk,laf$a ryfineries,, inclllding I I 

the lYgest j7$fiel processbr in'the world. An attack on this regio&ould result in c~tastro~liidl~' I j fl I 
/',.@s oF4ife anil hive devastating effects on our nation's economy. I 

I respectfully request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas. 
1 Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high. 

I In today's threat envircnment, we must ensure the security of our nation's citizens md 
vulnerable critical infrastructure. 

I 
I Governor- 
i ' 

, 
I 

RP:lsp 

1 I cc: The Honorable John Comyn 
I The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison 

The Honorable Tom DeLay 
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 

- +~r: :."-& The Hon'orabretPhilip Coyle ' 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
, The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner , 

'Admiral Harold W;;Gehman: Jr., USN, Rei. I Gen%d ;laheS T,. Hill; U S A I I I & ~ ~ ~ , ~ ,  , 
/ i ~endra l  Lloyd ~ : ~ e w t d n , ! ' & ~ A ~ y ~ ~ e t .  
' , ~ r i ~ 2 d i e r  General Sue E.!TU~~~,<USAF, Ret. 

~lli&ton Field Task Force 1' 
I 
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The Honorable Anthonv J. Principi 

, 2005 Base ~ e a l i ~ k n e n t  and ClosWe ~om%isshn '  , -.+--- - 
.A- 

I 
,I ir z ) :12521 Jefferson Davis Highway , 'I 

' 1 , e , ( \ 1 I 1, , <I 

I Arlingtonj-Virgiriia ' 22202 I' , 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal 
to retire the F-16C fighter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently 
assigned to the 147 Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only 
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key 
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast - a capability that must be preserved. 

My position on the retention of the 1 4 7 ~ ~  Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD's 
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular, 
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic 
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the 
homeland: 

. The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical 
homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, US. Northern Command, the North 
American ~ e r o s ~ a c e  ~ e h n s e  Command, and US.  Pacific Command. working in concert 

1 1  . I  l , l l s p  
Wp[e { ~ d e r s t a n d  the need to gradually retire our aging fleet of fighter aircraft as we bring new 
aer;ospace technology into the inventory, the eliniination of a fighter presence on the Texas Gulf 
Coast @ices Texas and its critical infrastructure at serious risk. In my opinion and that of other 
high level elected and military leaders who spoke out on this issue at the July 1 1, BRAC 
RdgioljaltHearing in San Antonio, Texas, maintaining the presence of a full fighter wing at 
Ellingtpd Field is critical. The fact that DoD has recommended the optional presence of a small 
alert detachment (two aircraft) at Ellington further validates our concern but falls far short of 
protecting the Gulf Coast from multiple, simultaneous strikes from the air. 

; 

POST Omce Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512) 463-2000 (VOICE)/DIAL 7-1-1 FOR RELAY SERVICES 

VISIT WWW.TD(ASONLJNE.COM THE O~CIALWEB Sm OF THF STATF OF T ~ A <  
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the 
nation's largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation's 
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets 
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries. the 
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear power Plant, the University df   ex as ~ e h i c a l  
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of 
the world's crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas 
Gulf Coast, which contains more jhan 54,chemical and petroleuqrel>tgd refineries, including 

' '1 I!:/ I the largest jet he1 processor in the,worl$. An attack on this regioncould reililt iii Pt'istEophi~ . - 
I , I ' i~loss of,life and have devastating effects on our nation's economy. ' I  I/ : I  I , 1 I I I ) /  

1 1  4 I 

1 I /  
1 1  I 1 1 '  ' I 

i kespecid!lly request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas. 
~lthou~hketirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high. 
In toda$s threat environment, we must ensure the security of cur naticn's citizens and 
6ulnerable critical infrastructure. 

Sincerely, 

%CK 3eY4, 
~ick 'porqq  
Governor 

cc: The Honorable JohnCornyn 
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison 
The Honorable Tom DeLay 

*-,-  ~ - - - -- The Honorable-James H. Bilbray 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 

I 
I 
I I 


