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Dear Chairman Principi:

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal
to retire the F-16C ﬁghter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently
assigned to the 147" Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast — a capability that must be preserved.

My position on the retention of the 147™ Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD’s
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular,
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the
homeland:

The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical
--homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, U.S. Northern Command, the North
American Aerospace Defense Command, and U.S. Pacific Command,.working in concert... ... = -
“With Othér combatant commands, the Intellzgence Commumty the U.S. Coast Guard, and

other domestlc and mternatzonal partners have. the opportumty to detect, deter, and, if

necessary, Zz'efeat threats en route — before they reach the United States. This reqmres AT
maxzmum awareness of threats in the approaches as well as the air and martttme ST Eo
mterceptton capabtlzttes necessary to maintain U.S. freedom of action, ‘securé' the rtghts

'\\ o and obllgattons of the Umted States, and protect the nation at a safe distance: |
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1}‘ululmhu ln |l L ing new
aero ace technology into the 1nventory, the elimination of a ﬁghter presence on’ the"Texas Gulf

Coast pllaces Texas and its critical infrastructure at serious risk. In myl|op1nlonh‘and that of other
ig \ evel elécted and military leaders who spoke out on this issue at the: July 11\1 }1BRAC

il AT e )

m)ﬂ‘ ﬁl Hearing in San Antonio, Texas, maintaining the presence of a[ full f g‘l"‘ﬂle ’w‘lqg at -

;Elmhlr‘g} n Field is critical. The fact that DoD has recommended the opltronal presence|of|a small
ert/detachment (two aircraft) at Ellington further validates our concern but. falls'far short of
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"Wojqc"ﬁ“trhg the Gulf Coast from multiple, simultaneous strikes from the a1r i . |
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Dear Chairman Principi: ' |

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal
to retire the F-16C ﬁghter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently
assigned to the 147" Flghter Wing, Texas Air|National Guard, these aircraft represent the only
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protectlon of the critical infrastructure and key
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast — a capablhty that must be preserved.

My position on the retention of the 147" Flghter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD’s
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular,
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the
homeland:

The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical

--homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, U.S. Northern Command, the North
American Aerospace Defense Command, and U.S. Pacific Command, working in concert
with other combatant commands, the Intelligence Community, the U.S. Coast Guard, and

< i ele=gtherdomestic aiid” international parthers, have the opportunity to detéct, deter, and, if

necessary, defeat threats en route — before they reach the United States. This requires
maxtmum awareness of threats in the »approaches as well. as the air and maritime ..

ET I S
co ;r»j; o mterceptton capabtltttes necessary to maintain U.S. freedom of action, secure the rtglzts AN

Lot and obltgattons of!the« Unlzted States, and protect the nation ata safe distance.
| i1 . : ) .
“Whlle I understand the need to glradually]retlre our aging fleet of ﬁghter alrcraft as we bring new
;aerospace technology into the 1nventory, the elimination of a fighter presence on the Texas Gulf
|,Coast places Texas and its critical 1nfrastructure at serious risk. In my oplnlon and that of other
\hlght‘level elected and mllltarym‘leaders who spoke out on this issue at the July 11, BRAC
Regional Heanng in San Anton'l'o Texas| maintaining the presence of a full ﬁghter wing at
Elhngton Field is critical. The“ fact |that DoD has recommended the optlonal presence of a small
’alert detachment (two aircraft)’ at Elhngton further validates our concern but falls far short of
protectlng the Gulf Coast from multiple, smultaneous strikes from the air.
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Page 2 } | ,

As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the
nation’s largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation’s
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of

_ the world’s crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas o
Wl jGulf Coasty whlch contains more than 54 chemical and petroleum related refineries) lmcludmg S ’

i ' X »the largest et fuel’processor in'the world. An attack on this region could result in catastrophlc : ?i:l' F A *

Ioss of life and have devastating effects on our nation’s economy. -

1 respectfully request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas.
Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high.
In today’s threat environment, we must ensure the security of our nation’s citizens and
vulnerable critical infrastructure.

Sincerely, »

Governor

RP:Isp

ce: The Honorable John Cornyn
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
The Honorable Tom DeLay

The Honorable Philip Coyle ' ’ i
- The Honorable James V. Hansen R , - g ‘
oo nn The Honorable|SamuelK Skinner, . f{; FT T O Y T R A
ey ?:‘? ', Admiral Harold-W Gehthan, Jr,, USN, Ret. = ' £ LT R
| T Hill, ‘“USA Retw R

an‘ga'dler {Gener‘é‘ ueE. ITurner USAF | Ret.
_Elvhngton Fleld Task%Force F I
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Dear Chairman Principi:

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal
to retire the F-16C fighter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently
assigned to the 147" Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast — a capability that must be preserved

My position on the retention of the 147" Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD’s
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In partlcular
. the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic

assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the
homeland: :

'The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical ‘
-~homeland defense battlespaces. In theése approaches, U.S. Northern Command, the North
American Aerospace Defense Command, and U.S. Pacific Command, working in concert
with other combatant commands, the Intelligence Community, the U.S. Coast Guard, and . .
e otthier-doniestic and “international parthers,”have the opportunity to detect, deter, and, if
necessary, defeat threats en route — before they reachithe United States. This requires
., maximim awareness of threats in' the approaches.as well as the air and maritime: © -
- lr mterceptum capabzltttes necessary to maintain U.S. freedom of action, secure the rtghts
L and obltgattons of the United States, and protect the nation at a safe distance. P
5‘:

Whlle I understand the need to gradually retire our aging fleet of fighter aircraft as we bring new
aerospace technology into the inventory, the elimination of a fighter presence on the Texas Gulf
Coast places Texas and its critical infrastructure at serious risk. In my opinion and that of other
hlgh level elected and military leaders who spoke out on this issue at the July 11, BRAC
Regional Heanng in'San Antonio, Texas, maintaining the presence of a full ﬁghter wing at
Ellington Field is critical. The fact that DoD has recommended the optional presence of a small
alert detachment (two aircraft) at Ellington further validates our concern but falls far short of
protectmg the Gulf Coast from multiple, simultaneous strikes from the air.
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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
July 15, 2005
Page 2

. As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the

nation’s largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation’s
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.” Specifically identified as critical assets
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of
the world’s crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas
“Gulf Coast, which’ contams more than 54-chemicaliand; petroleum related refineries, including }‘I
the largest jet:: fuel processor in the world. "An attack on this region could result in catastrophlc‘
‘loss of life and have devastating’ effects on our nation’s economy.

I respectfully request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas.
Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high.
In today’s threat environment, we must ensure the security of our nation’s citizens and
vulnerable critical infrastructure.

Sincerely, 4

‘Governor
RP:lsp

cc: The Honorable John Cornyn
The Honorable Kay Balley Hutchlson
The Honorable Tom DeLay
The Honorable James H. Bilbray

*The"Hororable Philip Coyle™ " 7
The Honorable James V. Hansen i
. The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner L }Pf

‘ \,Admu‘al HaroldW ‘Gehmian, Jr., USN Ret. - i o o

'General James T. Hill; USA, Ret SR IR LR AR PR
General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF, Ret ! o '

Ellington Field Task Force K i

e
| ‘
i Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF Ret. ﬂ ‘ "i SRR
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| Dear -Charrman Principi:

ThlS letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal
i - to retire the F-16C fighter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently
| . assigned to the 147™ Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the crrtrcal infrastructure and key
- resources along the Texas Gulf Coast — a capability that must be preserved.

My position on the retention of* the 147" Fighter Wing at Elhngton is underscored by the DoD’s
recently published (June 2005) Strategy Jor Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular,

" the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the
homeland:

The waters and airspace. geographically contiguous to the United States are critical
--homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, U.S. Northern Command, the North
American Aerospace Defense Command, and U.S. Pacific Command, working in concert
i i szees With-other. combatant.commands,.the. Intelligence.Community, the.U.S..Coast Guard,.and.
other domestic and international partners,r!have the opportunity to detect, deter, and, if
}h ‘ necessary, defeat threats en route before they reach the United States. This requires

I . maximum:awareness of thredts'in the approaches as well as the air and maritime. -

b aptho RS mterceptwn capabilities necessary to maintain U.S. freedom of action, secure, the rtghts ‘

T and obllgattons of the United States, and protect the nation at a safe distance.’
) |, i
Whrle’)rl understand the need to gradually retire our aging fleet of ﬁghter aircraft as we bring new

aerospace technology into the inventory, the elimination of a fighter presence on the Texas Gulf

Coast’ laces‘Texas and its critical infrastructure at serious risk. In my opinion and that of other

high 16y I;im;‘:‘l ele cted and military leaders who spoke out on this issue at the July 11, BRAC
egion al He anng in San Antonio, Texas, maintaining the presence of a full ﬁghter wing at

Ellin “gt:‘w Fl eld is critical. The fact that DoD has recommended the optional presence of a small
alert detachm‘ent (two aircraft) at Ellington further validates our concern but falls far short of
protectlng the Gulf Coast from multiple, srmultaneous strikes from the air.
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Page 2

As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the
nation’s largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as: critical to the nation’s
security by the U.S. Departmert of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of
the world’s crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas
< Gulf Cogst -which contains more-than 54 chemical and petroleum related refineries,; mcludmg - :
.the largest Jet fuel processor in the world. An attack on'this’ tegion could result in catastrophlc o I
il 'loss of life'and have devastating effects on our nation’s economy. P

I respectfully request that you mamtaln F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas.
Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high.
In today’s threat environment, we must ensure the security of our nation’s citizens an
vulnerable critical 1nfrastructure :

Sincerely,

Governor

| RP:Isp

. cc: The Honorable John Cornyn R

The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison

The Honorable Tom DeLay
o= . 1he Honorable James H. Bilbray _ ... .. . .
The ‘Honorable Philip Coyle
- The'Honorable James V. Hansen S
ThenHonorable Samuel K. Skinner . R :
1Adm1ral‘ Harld:iW. Gehman Jr., USN, Rpt AR I
W'ef'a:l"James T. Hill, USA; "Ret Gl (IS PR RN O | Lo
SRR Gei:ge;, Jloyd W. Newton, USAF, Ret. ol L
* | :Brigadier.General Sué E. Tumf'r US./|XF Ret. 1 ] D R N
o 1 ”‘ ?Elhngton Field Task Forcew e ,1; ' A LI N ‘
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Dear Chairman Principi:

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal
to retire the F-16C ﬁghter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently
assigned to the 147" Fighter Wing; Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast — a capability that must be preserved.

My position on the retention of the 147" Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD’s
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular,
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the
homeland:

The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are crmcal
--homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, U.S. Northern Command, the North

American Aerospace Defense Command, and U.S. Pacific Command, working in concert

other domestic and international partners have the opportunity to detect, deter, and, if
necessary, defeat threats en route — before they reach the United States. This requtres N
. .maximium awarenessl; of threats in.the approaches as well as the air, and marztzme S
' ":_; interception capabtlzttes necessary to maintain U.S. freedom of actton, secure thve rlghts
!hand obltga s.0f the United States, and protect the nattor ata safei[dtstance o
! i W '
- While [} fﬂnc}e‘rstand\ *the! !need to graduall}|' retire our aging fleet of ﬁghter aircraft as we brmg new
aero‘sp ce technology into the 1nventory, the elimination of a ﬁghter}[presence 'on the Texas Gulf
: : la eslTexas an nts critical 1nfrastructure at serious-risk. In my opinion and that of other
Ve cted and It 1htary leaders who spoke out on this issue at the Julyi11, BRAC

.
t

in’ S'a'tr'l Antomo Texas, maintaining the presence: of a full ﬁghter wing at
(< ldl} i$ crrtlcal The fact |that lDoD has recommended thell optlonal presence of a small
ent‘l(two alrcraft) at Elhngton further validates our concern% but falls far short of
mg the Gulf Coast from multlple |simultaneous strikes from ‘the air.
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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
July 15, 2005
Page 2

As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the
~nation’s largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation’s
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets
~_ are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues; More than 15 percent of
the world’s crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas
» *Gulf:Coast, which:contains:more than 54 chemical and petroleum-related-refineries, including -, -, .
~ the largest jet fuel processor in the world.1'An;attack on this region could result in c'atas_'t‘rophicw B
| .1 loss of life and have devastating effects on our nation’s economy. . '

R

it B
I S S s . .

| R | r‘e$pqc|t‘f;{111y request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas.

. Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high.

R RO Y : . o . . ..
-+ In‘'today’s threat environment, We/must ensure the security of our nation’s citizens and
: Ul LT 2. I
Vulqenable critical infrastructure.'

Sinderely, |
;1) ?
Ak 7R Y

| RP:lsgi} ‘ \‘}
f

ff[Th”e Honorable John Cornyn
\/The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison

' ‘The Honorable Tom DeLay
The Honorable James H. Bilbray .
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R AR

2 sz e o ThE Honorable Philip.Coyle . - oo = e i e e e

The Honorable James V. Hansen | o ‘
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner SRR i ‘ |
«'- " Admiral Harold W: Gehman, Jr, USN,Ret. . ;'1 '~ { .
i 44n General-James T. Hill, USA Ret. - . :

A

General L1Gyd W. Newton] WSAF, Ret. R R i |

. |l  Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF, Ret.
% Ellington Field Task Force ‘
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Dear Chairman Principi:

i)
This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal
to retire the F-16C ﬁghter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently
assigned to the 147 Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only
true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key

“ resources along the Texas Gulf Coast — a capability that must be preserved.

My position on the retention of the 147™ Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD’s
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular,
- the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the
“homeland:

The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the Umted States are critical

-~homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, U.S. Northern Command, the North
American Aerospace Defense Command, and U.S. Pacific Command, working in concert
with other combatant commands, the Intelligence Community, the U.S. Coast Guard, and

e+ 2w - oee OLHEK.dOMeStic.and--international-partners, have the opportunity to-detect; deter,-and, if - - -~~~ = |

. necessary, defeat threats en route — before they reach the United States. This requires

. maximum awareness of threats in the approaches as well as the air and maritime . -
il .

mterceptwn capabtlmes necessary to maintain U.S. freedom of action, secure the nghts S ,

R .lu

! il l i ‘ ' and obltgattons of the Umted States, and protect the nation at a s:llfe dtstance P
SRS RRRRT S Ea i ’,1; ‘. B _
| ! V ‘fl l[ Iu derstand the need to gradually retire our aging fleet of fighter alrcr‘aft lasl we bring newl
1 aerqspace technology into the inventory, the elimination of a fighter presence on the Texas Gulﬁ

Coast places ‘Texas and its critical infrastructure at serious risk. In my op1n1on and that of other
hlghtllleve‘l elected and military leaders who spoke out on this issue at the July 1 1,BRAC

Re‘ G nalmHearmg in San Antonio, Texas, maintaining the presence of a full ﬁghter wingat | ‘
Ellmgton Field is critical. The fact that DoD has recommended the optlonal presence of a small -+ |

al ¢ tﬂt detachment (two aircraft) at Ellington further validates our concern but falls‘i‘. far short of
protectlng |the Gulf Coast from multiple, simultaneous strikes from the air. ! N
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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
July 15, 2005 |
Page 2 : )

As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the
nation’s largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation’s
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of

_ the world’s crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas
i GuifyCoastywhiCir contains more than, 54 chemical and petroleum related refineries jincliding; 4 I
i e largestijet fuel processoriin the:world. /An attack on'thisTegion could fesultjin cataStrophic: ..
loss'of ’llife‘ and have devastating effects on our nation’s economy. A
I respectfulfy request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas.
G Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high.
; In today’s threat environment, we must ensure the security of our nation’s citizeris and
’ vulnerable critical infrastructure.
i Sincerely, o~ ' o : |
Rick Pw ' : ' : _ v
Governor ) |
. RP.lSp . . , |
cc: The Honorable John Cornyn : : ‘
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison . : !
The Honorable Tom DeLay
‘The Honorable James H. Bilbray N
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Dear Chairman Prmcrpr'

This letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal
to retire the F-16C ﬁghter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently
assigned to the 147" Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only
true Air Force rapid reaction capability: for protection of the critical mfrastructure and key
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast —a capabllrty that must be preserved c -
'My posrtlon on the retentlon of the 147th Flghter ng at Ellington is underscored by the DoD s
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support.. In particular,
the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe distance from the

- homeland:

.. The waters and airspace geographically contiguous to the United States are critical
= -~homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, U.S. Northern Command, the North
American Aerospace Defense Command, and U.S. Pacific Command, working in concert
with other combatant commands, the Intellzgence Community, the U.S. Coast Guard, and

g it s wemett e OHRCIsHOm CS 0 and <t national-paririersyhavesiheropporiuniiy-to-detect; deter; and; if ™
’ i - necessary, defeat threats-en route — before they reach the United States. This. requtres

e 7 mterceptton capabthtles :necessary to maintain U.S. freedom ‘of action, secure the rzghts
l - and obltgattons of the tUmted States, and protect the natwn at a safeldtstance

==

- While I understand the need to gradually‘retlre our aging fleet of fi ghter aircraft as we bring new

. aerospace technology into the 1nventory,;the elimination of a fighter 1 presence on the Texas Gulf

- Coast places Texas and its cr1t1cal 1nfrastructure at serious risk.” In my, opinion and that of other
high level elected and mrhta‘ry‘leaders who spoke out on this issue at the July 11, BRAC.

~ Regional Hearing in 'San Antomo Texas, maintaining the presence ofa full ﬁghter wing at

- Ellington Field is critical. The fact thatlDoD has recommended the optional presence of a small

- alert detachment (two aircraft) at Elllngton further validates our concehn but falls far short of

protectlng the Gulf Coast from multlple, ‘srmultaneous strikes from the alr

|
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the
nation’s largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation’s
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of .

- the:world’s ¢rude oil is either reﬁned lor shipped through the, GoldeniTrlangle region of the Texas i
o -Gulfy Coast, |Wthh contains'more’ than 54 chemical and petroleum rélated refineries, mcludmg*

i the: largest jet'fuel processor in the world. An attack on this region could result in catastrophlc

d

t
K
j loss of life and have devastating effects on our nation’s economy. .

I respectfully request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas.
1'* Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high.

vulnerable critical infrastructure.

Sincerely,

Rick Ps

Governor

RP:1Isp

CC:

The Honorable John Cornyn :

The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
The Honorable Tom DeLay
“The Honorable James Hi Bilbray; b
The Honorable Philip Coyle - ' '
- The Honorable James V. Hansen
The‘Honorable Samueli K. Skinner
Admrral Harold Wi Gehman, Jr., USN, Ret.
General’ James T. H111 USA, Ret.

General »‘Lloyd W. Newton USAF Ret.

o

' hi’) “WHF{ R

P Bngadler General Sue E. Turner USAF Ret.
b ,lhngton Field Task Fotce

: E - Intoday’s threat environment, we must ensure the security of our nation’s citizens and
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_ JohaW.Cripps = s - ' Facsimile: (775) 945-0740
Deputy District Attotney . . . .. . : July 15, 2005 '

. BRAC Commission :
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

t‘umty to address the Commission regarding the proposed
)epot located in Hawthorne, Mineral County, Nevada. Iurge

closure of the Hawthom A:Izmi
H iawthorne Army Depot from the BRAC list due to the 1nva1uab1e

;the Comm1ss1on to remove t

The Hawthorne Arm ]IDﬂepot 18 strateglcally located in the Great Basin Desert behlnd the

Siefra Nevada Mountalns 2 Hﬂﬁ ~'1,]ocatlon is invaluable as a defense for national security and
“compliments the Naval Air Statlon located in Fallon, Nevada, where Top Gun is stationed only
70 miles away. Mineral Co&n %11'1as undeveloped geothermal energy located near Hawthorne

~ that could be utilized as a; sec ﬁﬂm:lt ' “ tresource by the Military and the United States to fight against
terrorist and other sec ty tl'%‘:ll:'::!:llf ": The physical terrain provides priceless training opportunities
for the Navy SEALS an ' YiR GERS by offering deserts, mountains, and water within a
secure area. Such natura 1 £ H""”'I'W"”‘ and assets could not be easily replaced by the military, if
they could be replaced at allm“n Wl'flther the existing facilities at the Hawthorne Army Depot are

critical to nat10na1 security and 'defense for the West Coast of our United States.

ve A oo oS ::gg*é-;:” -----
v T

tactlcal locatlon for Homelandll}Securllty U.S: nghway 95 1s often overlooked for national
‘Securl { 0 the di : ‘{J" d: remoteness between major metropohtan areas. It is thlstl :
mote 1c n that proyrdes t erdeal location for the"‘ it ccu |
Iterr qsm ‘and natlonal securlty A closure of the Dep' would create a r1‘pp‘le effect that L
] . the Mount Grant lHospltal S i

d lt n closure or substaritial reduction of service u
e ‘ﬁre and ambulance services, and other essential governme“‘f.tal services. " ‘Such cuts '
et ;safety issues for all of Southern Nevada as no other ﬁrst re ponder services are

L




>

The Honorable Anthony J. Pr1nc1p1
July 15, 2005
Page 2

As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropohs area possess the
nation’s largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation’s
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the
Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical
Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of
the world’s crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas

‘ ' Gulf Coast; whlch confaing more: than 54 |chemlcal and \petroleum felated: reﬁnenes mcludmg T

o ! l the largest Jet‘(fuel processor in ‘the' world.  An attack on this region |could résult ini catastrophxc' b

g loss of life and have devastating effects on our nation’s economy.

|
l ‘ 1 respectfully request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas.
| Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too hlgh
i In today’s threat environment, we must ensure ﬂ’l“ securxty of our nation’s citizens and
vulnerable critical infrastructure.

: Sincerely,

Rick P
v Governor

’RP:lsp

1 cc:  The Honorable John Cornyn
| The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
The Honorable Tom DeLay
The Honorable James H. Bllbray L
= o e e The HonorablePhilip-Coyle” "~ =~ = 7 7 ' e T
- The Honorable James V. Hansen ' v {
” .The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner - R J‘
“ Adm1ra1 HaroldW 'Gehman} Jr. ‘USN Reét.
L General James T, Hill USNI‘Ret‘* il o
g General Lloyd W*"Newton 'USAF;Ret. |
Al ‘,Bngadler General 'Sue E. "Turn‘e‘r USAF Ret. '
: Elhngton Field Task Force E i
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BRAC Commission
JUL 20 2005
Received
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
RICK PERRY
GvOVERNOR

+12521 Jefferson Davis Hrghway Mo

July 15,2005

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi

- = =Chairman- . .

12005 Base Reallgnment and Closure Commlssron

IArhngton \Virginia 22202
Dear Chairman Principi:

.Thrs letter is to express my strong concern regarding the Department of Defense (DoD) proposal
‘to retire the F-16C ﬁghter aircraft located at Ellington Field in Houston, Texas. Currently
assigned to the 147" Fighter Wing, Texas Air National Guard, these aircraft represent the only
“true Air Force rapid reaction capability for protection of the critical infrastructure and key
resources along the Texas Gulf Coast — a capability that must be preserved

My position on the retention of the 147™ Fighter Wing at Ellington is underscored by the DoD’s
recently published (June 2005) Strategy for Homeland Defense and Civil Support. In particular,
‘the following statement from page 11 of this document addresses the need to have strategic
assets properly located to detect and eliminate terrorist forces at a safe dlstance from the
homeland:

The waters and airspace geographzcally contiguous to the United States are critical
--homeland defense battlespaces. In these approaches, U.S. Northern Command, the North
American Aerospace Defense Command, and U.S. Pacific Command, working in concert

== - rWith-other.combatant commands, the. Intelligence Community, the U.S. Coast Guard, and

other domestic and international partners, have the opportunity to detect; deter, dnd, zf
, hecessary, defeat threats en route — before, they reach the United States. T his requtres
[{maximum awareness of threats:in the apptloaches as well as the air and' maritime L
'mterceptlon capabtlttlesr necessary to maintain U.S. [freedom of action, secure the nghts

and obltgattons of the United States, and protect the nation at a safe distance.

'ux,

;Whll‘e II understand the need to gradually retire our aging fleet of fighter aircraft as we bring new
aerospace technology into the iriventory, the elimination of a fighter presence on the Texas Gulf
Coast places Texas and its critical infrastructure at serious risk. In my opinion and that of other
hlgh level elected and military leaders who spoke out on this issue at the July 11, BRAC
Reglonal Heanng in San Antonio, Texas, maintaining the presence of a full ﬁghter wing at
Elhngton Field is critical. The fact that DoD has recommended the optional presence of a small
alert detachment (two aircraft) at Ellington further validates our concern but falls far short of
protecting the Gulf Coast from multiple, simultaneous strikes from the air.

| I
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As the fourth largest city in the country, Houston and its surrounding metropolis area possess the
nation’s largest concentrated array of infrastructure assets designated as critical to the nation’s
security by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Specifically identified as critical assets
are the Port of Houston, the Intra Coastal Canal, petrochemical and oil refinery industries, the

. Texas Medical Center, the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant, the University of Texas Medical

Branch Bio-Containment Laboratory and several major sports venues. More than 15 percent of
the world’s crude oil is either refined or shipped through the Golden Triangle region of the Texas
:Gulf Coast, which contains more than 54 chemical and petroleum related refineries, including

the largest jet fuel processor in the world :An attack on this.region: could result m catastrophlc o
' ,'wloss of life and have devastatmg effects on our nation’s economy. ‘

R . ,
I respectﬁlllly request that you maintain F-16C Air Force assets at Ellington Field Texas.
Although retirement of these aircraft would achieve cost savings, the stakes are simply too high.
Tn today’s threat envircnment, we must ensure the security of our nation’s citizens and
vulnerable crltlcal infrastructure.

Smcerely,

Governor

RP:lsp

cc:  The Honorable John-Cornyn
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
The Honorable Tom DeLay

-+~ -ilhe. Honorable.James H. Bilbray. . . . .. . ... . . e
The Honorable Philip Coyle ' T e

- The Honorable James V. Hansen

_The Honorable|Samuel K. Skinner - - L § g E
- /Admiral Harold W. Gehmap, Jr., USN, Ret S VRNPE N P PO R

en eral James [T. Hill, USA, Ret iu‘;‘
eneral Lloyd W. Newton, USAF, Ret.
rigadier General Sue E. Turner; USAF,; Ret.




