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Congressman Dave Hobson Ohio 7' District 
2346 Raybum House Office Building, Washington, DC 205 15 

phone: (202) 225-4324 fax: (202) 225-1984 
http://www,house.gov/hobson 

To: 

From: . p / ~ a v e  Hobson 0 Wayne Struble 0 Kenny Kraft 
0 Sara Perkins 0 Beth DeBrosse 0 Jill Schrnalz 
0 Ryan Gaug 0 Nancy Kohler 0 Beth Nelson 
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DAVID L. HOBSON COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

7m DIYTHIC~. 01410 SUBCOMMITTEES: 
ENERUV r N O  WATER DEVELOPvlENT 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
CIIAIAMAN 

DEFEWE 
2348 Reyburn House O f f ~ c e  B u ~ l d ~ n g  

VA, HUD. AND INDEPENDENT AOENCIE6 
Washinatan. DC 20616 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES ASSISTANT MAJORITY WHIP 
1202) 2254324  

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

July 22,2005 

The I-Ionorable Anthony Principi 
I3ase Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Chaim~an: 

On May 18,I sent a letter inviting you or other Cominissioners to visit the 
Springfield Air National Guard (ANG) Base in Springfield, Ohio. 1 m writing today to 
again extend such an offer. 

Specifically, I ~mdersiand that General Newton and Secretary Slcinner will be 
traveling to Ohio on August 2 to visit DFAS - Columbus and the Air Force Institute of 
Technology (AFIT). As you know, DFAS is located in Wllitehall, Ohio, and AFIT is 
located at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. 

With your permission, I would like to travel with General Newton and Secretary 
Slcinner between OFAS and AFIT. 

I would also request that the three of us, along with the 13UC staff, make a brief 
visit to the Springfield ANG Base, whicll is located along the route between DFAS and 
AFJT, As I stared in my earlier later, which is attached, this is an excellent base, and 
such a stop would be well worth the time. It is my belief that once General Newton and 
Secretary Skinner see the Base, they will agree with my assessment. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. 

Si erely, Q& 
Member of Congress 

SPRINGFIELD OFFICE 
5 West Nonli Street, Suita 200 

P.O. Box 269 
Springfield, OH 45501-0289 

LANCASTER OFFICE 
212 South Dread Stroot 

Raorn SS 
Lencamer, OH 4313M389 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPEP MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 
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DAVID L. HOBSON COMMITTEE ON APPROPWA~ONS 

7rn OISTNIC'~. Onlo SUBCOMMilTEES: 

ENERDV AND WITEA DL~GLDW~NT 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
UAIRMAN 

DL~t r rc r  
2346 Rayborn House Office Build~ng 

Wasliingron, DC 20616 
VA, I'fUD. AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES ASSISTANT MAJORCTY wnW 
(202) 22-324 .-- ---. --- - ~ 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

May 18,2005 

The Honorable Anthony Principi, Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlingtoq VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

In the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) recommendations, 
Springfield ANG Base, Ohio is identified as a realignment facility for the Air Force and 
the Air National Guard. The language in the BRAC-05 documents also states that the 
ANG unit at Lackland AFB, Texas is the & F- 16 Fighter Training Facility. This 
statement is incorrect; Springfield is also an F-16 Fighter Training Facility as you will see 
when you visit, which I hope you will. 

The Air National Guard approached me almost six years ago to support the 
AF/ANG efforts to transition the Springfield ANG Base from a mission capable, general- 
purpose F-16 fighter unit to a Formal Training Unit for F-16 aircraft. Guard officials said 
that an investment in the Springfield unit would give that organizatian a viable mission 
through the 20 1 5 timeframe, and maybe beyond. 

To give some history, the U.S. Air Force diminished its capacity for training 
fighter pilots during the draw down of the early 1990s; and in the late 90s, the crisis for 
trained fighter pilots had come fiont and center. Cash incentives to fighter pilots who had 
left the service and all other recruiting efforts were failing, and a projected shortfall of 
almost 2,000 pilots in the AF system existed at that time. 

I am a strong supporter of our military, and I feel a strong responsibility to equip < 
and train America's military with the best equipment and facilities available. As a former 
Chairman of the House Subcommittee on Military Construction Appropriations, I 
directed significant investments, some of which are just being completed, to the ANG for 
creating a state of the art F-16 Formal Training Unit at Springfield, Ohio. Consequently, 
the location is one of the finest Formal Training Units for F- 16 pilots in the U.S. Air 
Force. This unit has consistently and substantially exceeded mission requirements. 

It is misleading for the Air Force to deny the existence of this capability at 
Springfield ANG Base, Ohio. The need to train F-16 pilots will not go away by 201 0 as 
t l~e  Air Force has proposed. The need for the capability at Springfield will exist well into 
20 IS, and beyond. This will eventually be realized when the changes at the top of our 
Air Force leadership are completed, but by then it will be too late! 

SPRINGFIELD OFFICE 
5 WWI N o r ~ h  Slreet, Sulte 200 

P,O. Box 269 
Sprlngflald. OH 46ti01-0289 

LANCASTER OFFICE 
212 South Broad Street 

Room 55 
Lmcasror. OH 431304384 

(937)  315-0474 THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF AECYCLED FlBEAS 1740) 654-5149 
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In lighl: ofthe discrepancy in Springfield's capability, I request that you visit the 
ficility. New Air Force leadership will change the 20 10 artificially-created deadline by 
the U.S. Air Force to purchase the F-22 and Joint Strike Fighter weapon. This country 
will extend the life of the F-16 production line and buy block 70 F-16 aircraft to bridge 
the gap to the weapons of the future. When this happens, it will again be critical that we 
have the Springfield ANG Base capacity for training the F-16 pilots. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

  avid Hobson 
Member of Congress 

P.S. I am also skeptical of the financial analysis used to justify the realignment of the 
mission of the aircraft. 
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