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Eongr~se of the United $5tat~e 

July 28,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Rincipi 
Base Closure m d  Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Pri J!iJP 
It was great to see you again this afternoon. 1 apprcciatr you taking the time to meet 
with me to discus RRAC actions that could impact Rock Island and Springfield. I would 
likc to summarize tlie key issues: 

Tank and Automotive Command Kock lslilnd (TACOM-1U) - If the Army would like 
to Iind over $100 million for the ncw force structure 01- to fix the equipmcnt bcing worn 
out in Iraq and Afghanistan, then thcy should admit that the proposed movc of TACOM- 
RI iiom Rock Island, 1L to Warren, MI is simply a bad idea. We believe the Army now 
rcalizos the military construction costs are ovcr $100 million. not the $25 million in thc 
joint cross scrvicc group's analysis. Even at the ridiculously low cons~ruction estimate. 
the recommcndcd move never breaks even. Finally. thcrc is really no niililary value or 
synergy with moving Lhc TACOM-RI office to Warren as most of the ofl'ices that 
'IACOM-KL deals with are located at places other than Warrcn. Overall, this is a bad 
rccomn~cndation that I encourage you and your fcllow co~i~rnissioners to fully reject. 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service - 1 commend the Commission's decision to 
review tlie recolnmendation to consolidate from 26 DFAS oflices into 3. I believe such a 
consolidation is too severe and question the ability of new automated systems to support 
such a consolidation. As we stated in our meeting, the Rock Island DFAS office is rated 
number I lbr the DFAS military value. yet the Yentagon's model somehow choose the 
number 3. 7. and 9 military value ranked facilities. Rock Idand is the number 1 DFAS 
site because it is a low cost installation, possesscs a natural force protection. features its 
own power generating capability, and inclc~des existing Picilities to house an additional 
2,000 to 4,000 cmployees witliou~ lnilibry construction. I strongly urgc you and your 
fcllow Commissioners LO choose Rock Island as one of thc ncw DFAS regional sites. 

Kock lsland Arsenal Depot Maintcnancc- When Arsenal leadership respondcd to the 
B M C  data call. thcy mistdcenly counted work where they manufactured armor kits in 
support of 01F/0L1: as "clcpot m~intei~ance". When Quad Cities community leaders met 
with your staff last wcck, thcy told us thcy a p e d  that the Rock Islrmd Arsenal work 
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identified as depot mainlenance was not depot maintcnmcc. but that the Army had to 
admit thc mistdcc. 1 want to k t  you know that wc are pressing the Army lo do so 
immcdiatcly. Wc apprcciatc your consideration ol' this realignment. 

Capital Air Guard Station (Springfield)- T'he recommendation to movc thc F-16's 
Iiom Springlield 10 Fort Wayne  con^^-adicls the Department's criteria for an incrcase in 
milimy value and cost savings. Shilling liiom Springfield (iY115) to 1;ort Wayne (#l30) 
reduces the military value and places these units lirlher fiom training ranges and reduccs 
the unit's abili~y to surge. Fuxrhmiore, lhere rue no cost savings to closing Springfield. 
Only with the iiwlusion OS  lie Hulrnm Air Gwrd Station into this equation is thcrc any 
savings achieved. Furtl~ennol-e, the State of lllinois Ins agrccd to build a $10 million 
alert facility and ammunition storage dump, which will grcatly increase the el'liec~iveness 
of t h s  unit for homcland sccurity missions and allow live fire training missions. 

Chairman Principi. throughout my years of workin8 will1 you 10 advocate on behalf of 
vctcrms, 1 have always bclicvcd that you rose to the highest slandards oI' himess and 
honcsty. 1 ask is that you re-cvalunte thc rcalignmcnts at Rock Island Arscnal an3 Capilal 
Air Guard Station based upon what is best for thc defcnsc of our country and that is 
increasing military value while providing the goverlimcnt a cost savings. If you follow 
this guidance, then 1 am sure you will see thesc rcalignmcnts wcrc rnisguidcd and 
recommended in error. 1 herefore. I encourage thc UKAC Commission to ovcrturn tllem. 

Oncc again, I apprcciatc thc opportunity to rncct with you this alicmoon and please do 
not hcsitatc to contact mc if you haw any furthcr qilcstions or concerns regarding these 
installations. 

Sincerely, 

CANE EVANS 
blember of C'ongrcss 
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