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January 9, 1995 b y l * - 7  - 

/ &$ The President White Bill House Clinton 

\/ 

Washington, DC 205 15 

?' ' re: Fitzsimons Medical Center 

Dear Sir 

I wanted to take this opportunity to share my concerrl - - .  with you over the proposed closing 
of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

L" 

I am a junior at Arapahoe High School and have just recently joined the. Army Reserve 
program in order to prepare for a future career in the r m y .  I have beer1 stationed for my 
weekend drills at Fitzsimons which I can without hes [tation say is one of the nicest bases I 
have ever seen. 

I realize that the Department of Defense is in a down:;izing plrocess, but. I would beg that 
you consider the severe ramifications that the decisio:.~~ to close this particular base would 
cause. 

Not only would you have the traditional problems thi~ t stem fiom closilig bases such as 
massive unemployment and unused property that dei~irades in value as time passes, but 
closing Fitzsimons would cost the Army more mane!, than it would be likely to save. 

If the base is closed, the Federal government will haw: to assilme paying the medical bills 
of many veterans who would be forced to use private medical service, in view of the fact 
that a military hospital was no longer in the near vicirity. The cost of these benefits and 
medical insurance would be an enormous burden upclln the federal government. 

Secondly, with the recent closing of Lowry Airforce [base, the proposetl closing of the 
hospital could have a devastating and unfair impact 01.1 the economy of Colorado. 

I would sincerely request that you take any action wi~  lnin your power to cause the 
reconsideration of the proposed closing and keep me informed of the government's 
decision. 

Yours truly 

p+i(Jlavid A. Lord 
iL_. 7242 S. Vine Ct. 

Littleton, CO 80122 

DCN 738



The Retired Sergeants Major 8 
Chiefs Association, Inc. 

Uile High Chapter 1, 
PO Box 31261 
Aurora, Colorado 80041-1261 

February 22, 1995 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President, United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

We, the members of the Mile High Chapter 1 of the Retired Sergeants Major 8 
Chiefs Association, Inc. solicikyaut-help tcl ss&-Fli:_~imu Army Medical - 
Center, This is an outstanding facility th7a serves a 12 state area with the 
finest medical service available. During thie last. few years many 
modernizations have been made that would allow it to continue operations for a 
number of years. To lose this vital benefit will bring extreme hardship on 
the tens of thousands of retired members of the Armed Forces that have served 
this country faithfully for so many years.- 

A very large percentage of us chose this area because of this hospital so that 
we could continue to receive this finest medical care available. A lot of the 
active and retirees need the special care that can only be provided by medical 
personnel that understand our problems, both physically and mentally. 

The closing of Lowry Air Force Base in 1994 was a major blow to us all, but it 
was not the knockout punch that we will receive if Fitzs~,mons is closed. We 
will be forced to shop at the local supermarkets which are about 30% higher, 
pharmaceutical and medical costs will probably not be affordable by many of us 
and families will suffer. 

If your efforts to help us cannot be fruitful then vs reqaest that y ~ u  
initiate and introduce special legislation that will keep open a commissary, 
military exchange store, and a pharmacy, to kelp us defray the added expenses 
that will be placed upon us. If there is anything that we can do to help you 
accomplish this special action please let us lurow. 

We have all served our Great Country with Honor, and Dignity, and feel that 
the promises made to us should be kept. It is not fair that a young teenager 
with a couple of children born out of wedlcck can obtain more benefits from 
the welfare department, than a military retiree that has served his country 
faithfully and without question in World War 11, K.orea, and Vietnam, over 30 
years, can collect in earned and promised beeofits. 

Thanking you in advance for your sincere effcrts. 
11- 

Sincerely, 

JAHES B. ROWE 
4900 TITOiN CT. 
DENVER, 1':O 802341 
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\ L   arch 10, 1995 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President 
United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

We are writing to you to implore yc~u to keep FITZSIMONS ARMY 
MEDICAL CENTER IN DENVER (AURORA), CO OPEN. 

".. -.".l---< -__ "_ * 

_.-_._Il_r.-" j-. - - . 

This military installation serves a twelve (12) state area, for 
active duty military, their dependents, retired military and their 
dependents. It also functions as a vt!ry prominent and respected 
teaching hospital. 

As a retired military person, who served in b0t.h the Korean & 
Vietnam wars, I feel that the vvContract with Americaw has totally 
forgotten these people who gave their all to defend OUR country. 
Many of us require medical care for prclblems caused by our service 
in the military. 

We the many, feel we are being abandonct?d. 1:t is easy to say, well 
just move where there is a military hospital. Were it so easy. We 
are on a limited income and cannot afford to relocate. 

Please, again, reconsider the feasibil .ty 015 closing FAMC. It has 
been proven by documentation that it is more cost effective to have 
it remain OPEN than to close it. 

Thank you for listening to our concern::,, andl perhaj?s you will give 
consideration to these pleas. 

Sincerely, 

I 

Isaac F. Tennant 
Sara F. Tennant 

' 1954 Macon St. , 
Aurora, CO 80010 



Cear Members of BRAC : / / '  
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4 
1 am a r c t j r c d  I J .  :;. I F a r j n e  (:unnrry : r r q e n n t  an('  11'7 yenrq o f  a y r .  
I was born  I n  Gcrnany, came t,o t h e  Lnit,cd 3 t n t r s  a t  t h c  a r c  nf 
1-1 /2 y c a r s  and could n o t  sneak one ~rorB! of F'npl j9h.  7 n r  ttlc on1 y 
c h j l d  i n  t h r  f a m i l y  h u t  both  o f  my r 0 3 r e n t s  a r c  now d ~ c c ~ s e d .  

1 had t o  l e a r n  t h e  E n p l i s h  l anguaec  In  t h c  counl r y  ~ . r ~ ? c  school  j 1 1  

I jebraska and n l s o  had t o  t c a c h  t h o  1 irrpuapc of our  arloo~t,cd c o v n t r y  
t o  my p o r e n t s ,  who bccnme c i t , j ~ ~ n s  it1 1F3cx. I lnJ;1{  a n  r,)rly c h l l ? ,  1 
p ~ o b a b l y  npver  rrould have t o  have s ~ ~ r v r r l  I n  tht .  mjl j t , ~ r y ,  ilowcver , 
I f e l t  it my n a t r l o t , j c  d u t y  t o  s r r v e  my c0untr.v i n  t.tic bps! r ~ a y  rwn- 
s l b l e ,  a f ' t ~ r  havine; pone th rouph  mpn ,r haI'd t-lrnes, . c . ,  t h c  d u s t  hoirl 
years, t h ~  f l o o d s ,  t h e  g r a s s h o n o e r  ~ : l  a c u e s  and o t t l ~ r  tl;rrdshj 11s on 4 h~ 
farmf 

I t  broke my p a r e n t s  hear t .  t o  l e a v e  f v r  t h e  f 'a.riric 'I:orr~s hut  3 t t i l n P  
t h ~ y  f o r e a v e  me l a t e r .  I s e r v e d  dur ' ing Flla 11 A'nd Korea arir! ohtajncd 
some rad  1a.t l.on i n  1.lapa.sak I., Jana.n I.n 1.9115. 

1 tias under  t t lc  o p l n l o n  t h a t  mc pnd 111y spouse tloul 3 be r-rov3r7rcq f r r e  
medica l  c a r e e  medical  c a r e  f o r  t h e  rf>s t of  our3 1 j v c s  . !!ow 3 t ncclvs 
inevitable t h a t  such  is n o t  t h e  c p s e  

I am r e f ' e r r i n ~  of courap t h e  proba.bl l 1t.y o-f c l o s j n , ~  li'I.t7..;lmon:: A I - F ~  
Ired i c a l  C e n t e r  i n  Aurora ,  Coloranlo. l 'hey j u s t  cl0:3ed Itortry A j r  I,'nrcc 
Bas laat  year, i n  t h e  same c i t y ,  narl,el.y, Aurora ,  00. At my a c r  ,la 

8% a r e  a. v e r y  f j x e d  income and I f  F ' j t 7 s ' m ~ n s  i \T ! ( !  clos l -s ,  w c  d o  n o t  Fnnw 
what we w i l l  d o .  Thcy s n y  thcy w i l l  contrr7ct  11% o u t  - to  r i v 3 3  3nn'doctor-T 
b u t  t h a t  seems unrca.sonn.bl.e a1 nce thr:~ t t~oull d  cozt, rnuct~ morr, t h ~  n  kecp j  n~ 
F i t 7  AP!C @perm, s l n c e  t h e  doc  t o r s  a.rv S:i.lr;r?l y  1-3 r)p'lng off '  l,'vc? l cn.rc n.ntl 
M ~ d l c a i d  a.1rea.y. F ' i t ~ s i m o n s  Al1G c a r v s  f o r  a.ct3vn ctut,y nnc? rc.t,3rcd 
p e r s o n s  from R 13 state a r e a  r.:it.h 60,000 j?;~.t lents l ; r ~ n . t r d  monthly a.ntl 

I I a p p r o x i m a t e l y  800 ,  000 on t h ~  trentmr n t  !.lc;ts. Ihc? c!oct,orr; a r e  n l l  
outstanding p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  bo th  ml1l.r a.ry n.nd v i v 5 l  'Ian, n.nd 1 ts n very  
good teach jn i .  h o s p l t a . 1  i n  con junc t lo t '  wl th  o t h c r  h o s ~ i t a l s  j n  t h e  I.enver. 
and surround f l ing area. 

F l e a s e ,  p l e a s e  d o  a l l  you can t o  p rc l l rn t  t h e  c l o s i r ~ p  of F'I'I X S J l .  ( 11%; Ali l 'Y 
NN)lCAL CEIITER! !! I ,  Thank you from I he bottom of r ~ y  hca1.t. 

S l n c e r e l y  , 

.q/etu- F'rr l 11. ;ebt rs 
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.41r F-orce Association 
(Associate Member) 
,4!r Force Sergeant's Association 
American Ex-PO W'S 
,4,1ile H~gh Chapter 
Anlerican GI Forum 
Arrierican Legion Department of Colorado 
L?rsabled American Veterans Department of Colorado 
I7eet Reserve Association 
Gdd  Star Wives 
,lewlsh War Veterans 
fl.Y.71 ine Corps League . 
hlll~lary Order of "Serving over 400.000 Veterans and 
the Pllrple I-featt Their Families in C* lorado" 

N3t1011al Association of Uni/orm Estsblished l ! :71 
S~rvices - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
tv'nt~onal Guard Association 
c l  Colorado 
NRVV League 
Nor] Go~r~nlissioned Officers 
Association FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mountain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Sun/ivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 
Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was establishecl in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General llospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Arm3, Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fou~th largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close groxim~ity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and hzls 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local gclverm~ent contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings anti 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serve$: approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receivinq assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves oxrer 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked' regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regalding space :Eor patient 
parking and no close in temporary resident.ia1 facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 25(1,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are c8urren~tly opc, >rated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 

OFFICE ADDRESS: 1900 Grant - Suitrlb ,500 - 'Denver, Colorado 80203 

(303) 830-1585 - - (3 13) 422-7401 



Health Resources Sharing and Emergenc-,, Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Aflairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, 'he University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Coloracilo) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of thlb Fiticsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical I lenter and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are c'loselly located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jo~ntly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; thef.efore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Comrni tee (UVC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized and directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center a:- Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the cl~lsure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public ll\w 97--174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to devchlop n reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons IIlospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
E I 

Stanley A .  Manson 
Chairman 



, 
A p r i l  2, 1995 i 

Pres iden t  N i l  1  iam J. C l i n t o n  
1600 Pennsy lvan ia  Ave NW 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear P res i den t  C l i n t o n :  

Please cons ide r  t he  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t s  when you reldiew and make you r  f i n a l  dec i -  
s i o n  on t he  BRAC recommendations t o  c l ose  F i tzs imons Army Medical  Center.  

1.  
medi 
and 

Al though F i tzs imons i s  a  "Stan4 Alone" h o s p i t a l ,  i t  i s  a  major  m i l i t a r y  
c a l  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  and a  r eg iona l  "Lead" h o s p i t a l  s e r v i c i n g  a c t i v e  du ty  
r e t i  r ee j ve te rans  i n  1 4  s t a t e s .  

2dji 
2. I t  i s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t l t o  have a  m a j ~ r  m i l i t a r y  medical  h o s p i t a l  
l o c a t e d  i n  the  m idd le  o f  the  coun t r y  where i t  c ~ u l d  se rve  e i t h e r  coas t  i n  t he  
even t  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  ca tas t rophe .  

3. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he  a c t i v e  du ty  m i l i t a r y  per1;onnel rema in ing  i n  Denver, FAMC 
p rov ides  medica l  ca re  f o r  70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t he  catchment 
area around FAMC. C los i ng  F i  tzsimons w i l l  crea te a  severe f i n a n c i a l  ha rdsh ip  
on these people,  many whose average pension i s  ~ n l y  $12,000 per  yea r .  M i l i t a r y  
widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a re  people who ded ica ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  t l i e  hardsh ips,  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  low income o f  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  and were promised, i n  r e t u r n ,  l i f e -  
t ime  medical  ca re  f o r  themselves and t h e i r  depe iden ts  as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  de fe r red  
earned compensation w h i l e  they  were on a c t i v e  d ~ ~ t y .  No one eve r  go t  r i c h  se rv -  
i n g  i n  t he  m i l i t a r y .  

Please cons ide r  these f a c t s  when you rev iew and make ,your f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  on the  
BRAC recommendations. Our w e l l  be i ng  and medic 11 s e c u r i t y  i s  j u s t  as i m p o r t a n t  
now as n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  was d u r i n g  W W I I ,  Korea, and Vietnam. We have made t he  
s a c r i  f i c e s ,  o u r  coun t r y  shoul  d  keep i t s  promise ;. 

S ince re l y ,  

2 
Ruth T a l b e r t  
1503 E. Eas te r  C i r c l e  
L i t t l e t o n ,  CO 80122 



WAYNE B. MARTI I\J 
5 Rampart St l'eet 

Federal Heights, CO 8022'1 

April 3, 1995 

The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

D e a r  Mr. Clinton: 
RE: Fitzsimons Army Medi$:al Ceinter Closing 

After reading the account of the possibility of closing the Fitzsimons 
Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado, I be~:ame very disturbed. Thousands 
of retired military people have made their h c ~ ~  in and around the hospital 
only because of the promises made to them reg,irding benefits. Most of us 
served our country very well with a promise tllat part of our contract with 
the United States Government was retirement Fclyr post exchange and cmissary 
privileges and more important medical treatme~lt for us and lour dependents. 

Now after the Government has received th12i.r part of the contract (given 
faithfully I might add), they now tell us thal: their only concern is to cut 
the budget and disregard those it might hurt. I know I speak for thousands 
of people in the same category. 

I served the United States for 21 -1 12 y ~ x s ,  during which I survived 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, went thru WWII arli the Korean conflict. This 
is why I think I and thousands like me have kl?pt our part of the contract 
and now we are asking you to honor your contr~ct with us by removing 
Fitzsimons Hospital from the "HIT LIST". We x e  asking you as our Consnander 
in Chief; as well as our President , please dl> not let anyone forget or dis- 
regard the Veterans of the United States. 

Thanking you in advance for your consider  tio on of this most urgent 
matter. 

Yours truly, 

U. S. My, Reti red / 
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6594 S. Piney Creek Circle 
Aurora, CO 80016 
April 5, 1995 

Ret. Navy Admiral Benjamin Montoya 
Base Realignment and Closure 

(BRAC) Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Admiral Montoya: 

I believe Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is a vital part of the 
military medical community for our 14 state region. There are 
thousands of people who depend heavily on Fitzsimons; for medical 
care. Why take away a facility that does so much goocl for so many 
people? 

We need and want FAMC in our community! 

Respectfully, /----.. 

Lou A. Reed 



6594 S. Piney Creek Circle 
Aurora, CO 80016 
April 5, 1995 

Ret. Army General Jose Robles 
Base Realignment and Closure 

(BRAC) Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear General Robles: 

I believe Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is a vital part of the 
military medical community for our 14 slate region. There are 
thousands of people who depend heavily on Fitzsimons; for medical 
care. Why take away a facility that does so much goocl for so many 
people? 

We need and want FAMC in our community! 

Respectfully, 
f\ 

Lou A. Reed 



6594 S. Piney Creek Circle 
Aurora, CO 80016 
April 5, 1995 

Mr. Lee Kling 
Base Realignment and Closure 

(BRAC) Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Kling: 

I believe Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is a vital part of the 
military medical community for our 14 state region. There are 
thousands of people who depend heavily on Fitzsimons for medical 
care. Why take away a facility that does so much goocl for so many 
people? 

We need and want FAMC in our community! 

Respectfully, 
f----. 

Lou A. Reed 



6594 S. Piney Creek Circle 
Aurora, CO 80016 
April 5, 1995 

Mr. Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure 

(BRAC) Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

I believe Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is a vital part of the 
military medical community for our 14 slate region. There are 
thousands of people who depend heavily on Fitzsimons for medical 
care. Why take away a facility that does so much goocl for so many 
people? 

We need and want FAMC in our community! 

Respectfully, 

2- Q,~-+!L 
Lou A. Reed 



6594 S. Piney Creek Circle 
Aurora, CO 80016 
April 5, 1995 

Ms. Wendy Steele 
Base Realignment and Closure 

(BRAC) Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Ms. Steele: 

I believe Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is a vital part of the 
military medical community for our 14 state region. There are 
thousands of people who depend heavily on Fitzsimons for medical 
care. Why take away a facility that does so much goocl for so many 
people? 

We need and want FAMC in our community! 

Respectfully, 
(c"l, 

Lou A. Reed 



6594 S. Piney Creek Circle 
Aurora, CO 80016 
April 5, 1995 

Ret. Air Force General J. B. Davis 
Base Realignment and Closure 

(BRAC) Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear General Davis: 

I believe Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is a vital part of the 
military medical community for our 14 state region. There are 
thousands of people who depend heavily on Fitzsimons for medical 
care. Why take away a facility that does so much goocl for so many 
people? 

We need and want FAMC in our community! 

Respectfully, 
c---, 

Lou A. Reed 



6594 S. Piney Creek Circle 
Aurora, CO 80016 
April 5, 1995 

Ms. Rebecca Cox 
Base Realignment and Closure 

(BRAC) Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Ms. Cox: 

I believe Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is a vital part of the 
military medical community for our 14 state region. There are 
thousands of people who depend heavily on Fitzsimons for medical 
care. Why take away a facility that does so much goocl for so many 
people? 

We need and want FAMC in our community! 

Respectfully, C----', 

Lou A. Reed 



6594 S. Piney Creek Circle 
Aurora, CO 80016 
April 5 ,  1995 

Mr. A1 Cornella 
Base Realignment and Closure 

(BRAC) Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Cornella: 

I believe Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is a vital part of the 
military medical community for our 14 state region. There are 
thousands of people who depend heavily on Fitzsimons for medical 
care. Why take away a facility that does so much goocl for so many 
people? 

We need and want FAMC in our community! 

Respectfully, 
m 

Lou A. Reed 
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April 5, 1995 

Mr. Alan Dixon 
Chairman 
Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore St. 
Arlington, Va. 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is a necessary facility to 
the citizens of the local community and as a IYedical Treatment 
Center for the millions of military active duty personnel and 
military retirees from all locations in the Uinited States. It 
has treated military personnel from all our wars from World War 
I thru the Gulf War and other military pol.ic~e actione as necessary. 

It also has supported the economic ,growth and sability of 
Colorado for fifty years. 

I have initiated correspondence to dght ~Congress~nen and 
Senators in an effort to to assist in saving Fitzsimoms. I have 
also forwarded correspondence to Predid~?nt Clinton and Governor 
Romer . 

The attached correspondence to Congress;woman Schroeder is 
forwarded for your informations. Identi1:a.l co:rrespond~ence was 
forwarded to all other representatives -via Certified lvlail. One 
copy to President Clinton. 

The attached individual corresponde.lce to President Clinton 
dated 3/15/95 via Express Mail is forwarded for your information. 

Fitzsimons is a historical installation unlike an.y other 
installation on the inteneded closure list. It is a Medical 
Treament Facility where military personlel, retirees and dependents 
can receive medical treatment. No other base can provide such 
treament of this category. It should not be considered for closure 
with any other base that cannot provide such service. 

Please consider Fitzsimons in the highest category to remain open. 

Major, USAF (~et) 
653 Brentwood St. 
Lakewood, Co. 80215-5989 
Ph. (303)232-5634 
Veteran, WWII, Korean War 
Vietnam War. 

E:nc 1s : 
I.. Gorresp to Pres. Clinton 

dated 3-15-95 
2. Gorresp to Pres Clinton 

~i/Encl. Cy. of Corresp to 
Cong. Scl~roeder dated 3-31-95 
is identical corresp to (7) 
other representatives & Gov 
Romer wh3 rec'd the 3-15-95 
Clinton ltr. 



March 15, 1995 

Honorable Bill Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton, 

I addressed correspondence to you in October 1992 when you were 
campaigning for the office of President of the United States and 
Commander and Chief of the Armed Forces. That correspondence expressed 
my concerns for the future of America and nume:cous issues that pertains 
to millions of Americans. A copy of your response is enclosed for your 
information. 

I also received a copy of your book entitled "Putti~ig People First". 
I have read that book numerous times and particularly in the past year 
when numerous military installations are being closed as part of budget 
cutting costs by the DOD. 

The closing of these bases in many cases appears to be political as 
many of the bases scheduled to be closed were kept open due to political 
pressure be placed in the appropriate pl;~ces~. 

Military retirees and their families are entitled to medical treat 
ment at Military Treatment Facilities on a s,pac-e available basis. .However 
cuts have forced military hospital comma~lders to deny health care to 
retirees 65 and older. Older retirees, who served in World War 11, Korea 
and Vietnam are especially effected by these changes. 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and oilsta.nd.ing and historical Medical 
Treatment Facility -has- endured for ove:r fift:y (50 years, treated many 
famous people and serves millions of active military and retired is now 
being scheduled for closure. 

Millions of dollars have been spent ;it this installation in the past 
five years despite the fact the base has been on the hit list for more than 
those years.A special modification was completcrd at the Orthopedic clinic 
For Gulf War veterans. Modifications and updating buildings include the 
Radiology, MRI, Nuclear Medicine facilities. Rcemodelfng of the main hospital 
all wards, new sprinkler systems, roadwa:?~, parking lots and numerous 
other facities to include a new nursery, Credit Union building, recreation 
youth center, base exchanges and others. Additonally a new base energy 
power station is being built now. Estima5:ed cost is ten million dollars. 

Fitzsimons treatspeople fr~m~aBl~over the United States who are 
Air evacuated to and from the hospital 011 a weekly basis. At present 
a special ward has been designated for treatmeint of Gulf War veterans 
suffering from numerous illnesses. This is essential to your newly 
supported program for Gulf War Veterans. 



"Putting People First" is now what we meeld from you President 
Clinton. You are the Commander in Chief and nalw you really need to 
say to all of your advisersand staff and po.Liticians who are making 
recommendations to satisfy their needs, Fitzsimons Army Medical Center 
"will Remain "Open" indefinitely. 

This MTF is needed badly for "people". It is established, It is 
Historical and it can provide the best medical care available in this 
country for both active and retired military people. Not only 
can it provide the best care, but it is the most economical way to 
provide that care. 

The new hospital st Fitzsimons was cancelled. That should not 
be a reason for closing. This installation can survive without a new 
hospital for many years. 

In my corres?ondence to you on 1992 I requested your consideration 
to keep Lowry AFB open. It was closed with the commissary BXy Dental 
Clinic etc after spending millions on that base within the two years 
prior to its closing. Lowry is three mile from Fitzsimons. 

The closing of Fitzsimons leaves millions of Veterans with none 
of these service in the immediate area.It also leaves the State of 
Colorado with no facility to handle millions of veterans and immediate 
for active duty personnel in the Colorado Springs area who suffer 
from serious injuries or illnesses to include pharmacy and other 
required and entitled services 

Denver, Aurora and Lakewood is the met:ropolitan area and with 
the new Denver International Airport Fitzsimons is a vital miitary 
facility for support of economical growtn in the State of Colorado. 
Additionally Colorado is the world's most fore~most ski areas in the 
world and ranks high on the choice of resort. area states in the 
United States. 

This date I read that Albuqurque, Yew Me:sico will be the final 
hearing site on the fate of Fitzsimons. 1 believe "Putting People 
First" require that any such hearings shlx~ld be conducted in the location 
where the installation is located to ena'3le loczal leaders and the people 
to be come involved. The question of how mamy jobs at Kirtland AFB should 
not be a factor against Fitzsimons. Fit:as:imon:s should not be considered 
in competition with any other installation. It is a Medical Treatment 
Facility that provided healthcare to mi1:Lion.s of veter'ans and-.actlue-duty 
personnel. Healthcare is the number one :I) concern of the government 
and the "peop1e"of this country. This factor p:Laces Fitzsimons in the 
absolute highest category to remain "ope~l'' a.s apposed to any other 
installations. 

An overall look at base closing intficate:; that bases scheduled for 
closing were later removed from the list by local needs and possibly 
politics. Some bases were saved just by ::edesignating that base from 
military ownership to another owner like NASA and the naval bse there 
to be the tenants. Other such substitutions weice made to save bases in 
various places. Additionally some states large in size and with many 
pol3ticians were able to save seemingly!'~lnecessary small bases by sheer 
numbers in political support for those-: bases,. 



President Clinton I am certain that many programs have not 
developed as you expected due to strong oppolsi.tion and unexpected 
resignations and departures of certain members of your appointed 
or nominated staff. 

Imagine how the people must feel with g;reat controversies on 
Helthcare, Medicare, Welfare and the govc!rnmenl: closing of numerous 
military installations despite the fact that many global threats still 
exist that threaten the security of the IJnited States. 

Essential programs include certain riilitaisy insta:Llations that 
support military active duty and numerous; retiired veterans and depend 
ents on a daily basis. 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is essential to support the 
medical care needs and other entitlements which can on:Ly be provided 
by a military installation and Medical Ilreat~;c?nt Faci:LZty. The 
retention of this facility would greatly reduce the load and excessive 
costs which will be required to support the thousands of people left 
without medical care and related services;. 

It appears that politics is a great issue here due to only 
one or two Senators and Congressmen suppc~rt the retentyion of 
Fitzsimons. It appears that only you, as President can retain this 
installation, by Executive Order, if necc!ssary. 

Such an action would be "Putting Peclple Fi.rstl' by the millions 
of people who have received medical treatment and thousands who utilize 
this base on a daily basis. Additionally such an action would shock 
your apponents and significantly enhance your political campaign 
in 1996. 

I respectfully request that you personally review this correspondence 
and that I receive a response bearing your signature as in 1992. 

653 Brentwood St. 
Lakewood, Co. 80215-5989 
Ph. (303)232-5634 
Veteran: WW 11, Korean 
War,Vietnam War. 

Encls; : 
1.. Cy of your response to 

my correspondence to you 
da.ted 10-210-92 



March 31, 1995 

Honorable Bill Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
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March 31, 1995 

Congresswoman Pat Schroeder 
2307 Rayburn 
Washington, D.C 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Schroeder, 

On behalf of the million of retired veterans I respectfully 
request that yonsupport legislation to allow Medicare to reimburse 
the Department of Defense (DoD) for care provided to Medicare eligible 
beneficiaries in military treatment facilities (MTFs), a concept called 
"Medicare subvention: 

Military retirees and their families are entitled to medical 
treatment in MTFs on a space available basis. However, this is an unful 
filled commitment because budget cuts have foxed militcry hospital 
commanders to deny health care to retirees 65 and older, many whom are 
veterans of World War 11, Korea and Vietnam. 

To compound the problem, Medicare-eligible retirees and their spouses 
are being "locked out of Tricare Prime (DoDs HMO-like plan. That because 
DoD's appropriated dollars, which go for Champus and WrF operations, are 
diminishing. DoD asserts it will have no "space available" care for older 
retirees, since current law doesn't allow Medicare to reimburse DoD for care 
it provides to retirees over 65. DoD actuallycan treat older retirees for 
less than Medicare would pay civilian providers, but sinys it can't afford 
to enroll Medicare-eligible retirees in the Tricare program unless Congress 
changes the law to allow reimbursement for Medicare (subvention) Without 
your help in enacting subvention, older retirees will be limited to using 
Medicare in the civilian community at a higher cost to everyone including 
Medicare, taxpayers and beneficiaries. 

Older retirees have earned military health care through decades of 
arduous and selfless service to this great country. 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is an outstanding Military Treatment 
Facility having treated millions of veterans, activie duty,- and retired for 
over fifty years. Millions of dollars have been spent on this facility in 
the last seven (7) years to include modernization, inst:allation of new 
equipment and medical devices. A special treatment center has been activated 
for the treatment of gulf war veterans. At preserta new energylpower station 
is being consttructed on base. Estimated cost is ten plus million dollars. 

This facility should remain open despite the fact: that a new hospital 
has been cancelled. Fitzsimons should not be considered with other military 
installations for closure since It's primary mission is and has been the 
training of thousands of medical technicians and medical doctors. Fitzsimons 
is also a historical site and has treated numerous famous people during it's 
tenure. Fitzsimons is a Medical Treatment Facility - unlike any other base. 

The closing of this facility will be another of the few military 
installations remaining in Colorado and the loss of a Military Treatment 
Facility for thousands of local and U.S. wide veterans and their dependents. 
Such an impact will mean the loss of thousands of jobs and and greater 
negative impact on the economy of €his area and the State of Colorado. 



We need your support along with other Colorado members df:theskfeceed 
Senate and Congress to give the people concerned about this issue and 
numerous constituents the assurance that all of our representatives are 
"Putting the People First" ahead of all issues seemingly more important 
to the government and it's representatives. 

I look forward to your support on these important issues and request 
your comments in your reply to this correspondence. 

% i 7 E y l k  
Walter Hof 
Major, USAF (Ret.) 
653 Brentwood St. 
Lakewood, Co. 80215-5989 
Ph. (303)232-5634 
Veteran, WWII, Korean War, 
Vietnam War. 

P.S. The loss of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center will effect military 
retirees and active duty people from over the United States who receive 
not only medical care, but utilize this base for Commissary privileges, 
Base Exchange, Pharmacy privileges and numerous other services available 
to retirees from Colorado and close proximity states. 

The contract with the governmerlt for military personnel and retired 
veterans was enacted or made by the government, not the veteran. All such 
benefits should be provided by the military (DoD) not by civilian agencies 
at quadruple the costs. 



6 April, 1995 
Dear Sir, 

I would like to request that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
review the recommendation that put Fitzsimons Army Medical Center on the "BRAC 
95" list carefully. 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center must not be included on the Base Closure 
List. Closing an Army Medical Center which is a vital part of a 14 state region and 
serves 824,000 patients per year is "false economics". On the sti~rface it may appear 
to save Department of the Army money, however, the medical care of these patients 
will be passed on to programs such as Champus and Medicare at  a greater cost to the 
American taxpayer. 

Two GOP Senate leaders: Majority Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan., and Finance 
Committee Chairman Bob Packwood, R-Ore. have made statements that to balance 
the budget Medicare must be cut by at least $146 billion by year 2000. 

An economic analysis must be made which shows the cost to the American 
taxpayer for the patients care which Fitzsimons currently serves vs. the cost of 
keeping Fitzsimons Army Medical Center open before anyone alllows it to stay on the 
Base Closure List. 

Closing Fitzsimons appears to  be a "Bate and Switch" program. We need 
and want FAMC in our Community. 

Thank You an American Taxpayer 





FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I/We believe that the Bw Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Rtzsimons Army Medical 
Center on the Base Closure List. 
Fitzsimom is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our community! 

SIGNATURE 

FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE . ~ 

I believe that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
must not include Fitzsimons Army Medical Center on the 
Base Closure Iist. 

Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Militvy Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want - - 

FAMC in our commmy! 
--* 

SIGNA3lW.E , . .  Lf ( - ? ~ . f  / c q  - 
/ I  / // --- I > # ]  pNNTED NAME 2 /i A-',Y j /  /A  

ADDRESS / / - J  Ji' r- . - LC 

DATE 4 / / - 5 '  



FUTURE OF FlJZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I k k v e  that the Base Realigm ent and Closure Commission 
must not include Fi tzsbns Army Meciicd Center on the 
Base Closure List. 
Iitzsimon~ is a vitU pan of the Mjlitary Me&cd Communjt y 
for Ow 14 state region and for Colorado. We need a d  m t  

- 
Gc l W+STATEJ~~ n p  / - - 

FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I W e v e  Uul the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
must not include Fitzsimom Army Medical Center on the 
Base Closure List. 
Etzsimons is a vita part of the Militm Medical ChmmudY 
for our 14 state region and . , .  for CoWado. We need and Want 





FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I believe that the Blse Realignment and Closure Commission 

I 

must oot include PrtZSinzo11~ Army Medical Center on the 
Base Cbsure Iist. 
Fitzsimom is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our mmmunity! 

SIGNATURE 4 

DATE v I ? / < ~  j -  

FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I believe that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
must aot include F i n s  Army Medical Center on the 
Base Cbsure List. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Cdorado. We need and want 
FAMCinour oommynity! , p,  

SIGNATURE &//($&--- n - 

ADDRESS 5307 pL74&4/L5&9 &&L* /&&D 

CITYkw STATE b ZIP 80 w 3  

FUTURE OF FlnSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I believe that the Base Realignment and Wosure Commission 
must not include Fitzsimo~~~ Army Medical Center on the 
Base Clasure Ust. 
Fitzsimons is a put of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 and for Colorado. We need and want 

SIGNATURE & 
\ 1- I e 

P I U N T E D N A ~  ~ C P W  
ADDRESS 6 3  7 % 3 / ~ & h d / 3  9 
ClTY L f ~ ~ ~ O O / >  STATE 6 ZIP f i w ~  
DATE 

FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I believe that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
must m t  indude Fifzsimo11~ Army Medical Center on the 
Base Cbsure Iist. 
FiUshmns is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 stafe region and for ColoraQ. We need and want 

SIGNATURE '- p I: c- [bdi y&x - 





FUTURE OF FITZSIMONS INITIATIVE 
I believe that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
must not include Fitzsimons Army Medical Center on the 
Base Closure Iist. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our community! 

. I 

SIGNATURE ULL) 0~ - A?/ P)LC&J 
/ /  0 v 

PRINTEDNAME g d : e  A. ~ ; O P I ; U ;  

ADDRESS k. F O .  BOA 36/q 

CITY G o l d r n  STATE Pd ~ 1 . p  P " Y g ~ - ~ 3 ~ ?  

DATE 4 - /4-95 

FUTURE OF FITZSIMONS INITIATIVE 
I believe that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
must not include Fitzsimons Army Medical Center on the 
Base Closure List. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our mmmunity! 

SIGNATURE -.., -J 

PRINTED NAME KE F G O  (+-A) d am' 

ADDRESS "00 && fi4&,+, 
v 

CITY a**-, STATE &' ZIP 2 O k ~ /  

DATE ?Y 7 -f (?+,-c 



FUTURE OF FITZSIMONS INITIATIVE 
I believe that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
must not include Fiusimoos Army Medical Center on the 
Base Closure list. 

Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our 

SIGNATURE 

PRINTEDNAME - I 

ADDRESS - 
CITY L ,d/( ed&'u,7 - n p  WM 5 

.- / 
DATE 0 ' - /4  -6/( 

FUTURE OF FITZSIMONS INITIATIVE 
I believe that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
must not include Fitzsimons Army Medical Center on the 
Base Closure Iist. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our c o x m i t y !  r I. 

/' 
SIGNATURE /X /z & " A ~  

/? / 
pmNTED NAMi/E r & A / A / s I ; C  C L Q N 0 

ADDRESS / c ~ ' f  f pr 
CITY ( i ' f ~ / h ~ h c q t ~  STATE p2) ZIP &l?k)t. J/ 

DATE #/d $T 

F q5-v . ( s k  
EUIURE QF F I T Z S ~  INITIATIVE 

I believe tha t  the  Rse Realignment and Closure 
Carrunission must not include Fitzsilnons Army Medical 
Center or1 the Base Closure L i s t .  

F i t z s imns  is a v i t a l  r t  of the  Mil i tary  Medical 
Coxrununity for  our 14 sgte regia) ard for Colorado. We need and want FRE.IC i n  our community! 

FUTURE OF FITZSIMONS INITIATIVE 
I believe that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
must not include Fitzsimons Army Medical Center on the 
Base Closure Iist . 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our community! 

v SIGNATURE + \ ,\ "3-L j ,& -$( .- 
t - 

an &\l.n STATE I\ j ZIP jc-7  if^ I 

DATE '--( - \2.-~-{ 5 
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24-01 Amher.-:$ 5tr.ct I., 
Fort; C'ollinrs, (:O 9017;. 'C>- 1HN3 

I J5 Sen Alan .J. Dixon. 

C;t-rarrman, EZRA(;, 
1700 N. Moore Street, 

Arlrngton, VA 22209 

Ycu, along with ot'her Americans, marked tho,# nnnivrr~~nry in F ebr  dry o f  the 

1nva3ion o f  Iwo ,irma , rn the Volcarno idarids, by Amerrcari forcer-, 

I was there as a navy hosr)it.al corpsman on amigned /Aut;y with F ield Medical 

Forces t;o Easy Company, 2 8 t h  Marine Reginlent. F i f th  Marine I..,ivisiun. I wa.7 

Fated t o  be a member o f  the scout;ing 5quar:l t h a t  made i t s  wa!,' t o  the top  o f  M t  

Suribachi, overlooking Green E3eac;hes 1 and 51, t o  raise our t'lag. IJot a claim to 

fame, my duZy wa5 t o  serve my country tht: b n 5 t  I could and, tklc!ugh I returned 

wounded From that, military undertaking, I have never been sorry r became a bat,tle 

cauualty early in March o~F 1945. 

It; i5 di5turbiriq t o  me now t o  learn f rtzsimons Hospltal in Denver Facer-;, the 1;hreat 

o f  closure in the near future. For now, in my 7 0 9 ,  when statistii.:, strow I likely 5hall 

be needing the rnedrcdl facrlrty here In Colorarlo (and a bare hour ?way from my 
f o r t  Collin:-, home) Colorddo ~.,ervict: folk Face lo:7irig i t  

On %hat We3-tierr1 Pacific invmion anniversary the  nation'^, medi,.i wallowed iri 

praise for those c f  r~s whc? 5urvitled %hat: mi!it..cry opsration. It rl my hope t h a t  we 

veterans mi&% soon better be served by media announ~ement?~ t;hat our area 

hospital is receiving a reprieve and i5 being all:?wed t o  continue :;~~r~ving tho-se whc 

9urvived our country'n wars. 

I t  might be well t o  reflect, while we're a t  i t ,  here, Senator Dixon, %hat; only %he 

misguided are allowed the fanciful notion tk~irt; there will never i.r+fi~irl be a need for 

hospitalizing and rehabilitatiny batt;le casuaitics in %hi.> country ':> armed forces. It 
would be tjhe utrnont folly fo r  Fikxsimons HospiCal t o  be razed and $hen in a later 

time t o  have t o  rebuild t h a t  medical facility wher~ the time c;omci:i again For i t s  

~lrgent need. 



JOHN B. ZADIE 
4033 South Grant Street 

En,glewood, CO 80 1 10-4705 

12 April 1995 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President, United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr President: 

I am writing this letter with the intention of trying to keep the Fitzsimons A.rmy Medical Center, in 
Aurora Colorado opened. I hope to do this with justification of the attached lettler to Representative Dan 
Schaefer, of Colorado. 

I am not big business, nor am I associated with any City, County, or States Right Group. After twenty- 
three (23) years of active duty I retired from the Air Force, in 1974. With the closure of Lowry AFB, I 
and a number (approximately 60,000) other retirees from 14 other States, lost a great military and 
medical installation, we called home. We participated in a number of things with our active duty friends 
and associate. Now we thought we had Fitzsimons but not so. The closing of Fitzsimons Army Medical 
Center will also impact the already over crowded Veterans Affair Medical Center in Denver, in Denver. 

I have read several newspaper articles and it appears that, the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of 
the Army, do not have a high opinion of Fitzsimons and that the facility and its people, (military and 
civilians) are not worth the effort to save. I tell you differently, both the facility and its peoples 
(Military and Civilians) perform a great service for us who served in the past, tthose who are currently 
serving their country. Fitzsimons should be there for those who will serve our country in the future. I 
am positive that with your recommendation, Fitzsimons A m y  Medical Center car? do what it is supposed 
to do, save lives and keep the faiths with its people. 

Additionally, the Secretaries (Defense and the Army, and other services) have not provided us with the 
location of the nearest military medical facility to offer the level of service(s) provided by Fitsimons. As 
stated to Representative Schaefer, the peoples voted and appointed to represent us have Walter Reed 
Medical Center, Bethesda Naval Hospital, and a number of other medical treatment facilities. 

I hope that you and others will remember those who served. 

/ TSgt. USAFmetired 
& Disabled Veteran 



JOHN B. ZADIE 
4033 South Grant Street 

Englewood, CO 801 10-4705 

Dan Schaefer 
US House of Representative 
2448 Rayburn Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

fi April  .I995 

Representative Schaefer, 

1. I appreciate the efforts you and your staff takes to respond to my concerns, however, it would appear 
that my concerns with regards to foreign aid (money, military support and whatever else) were missed. 
My reasoning follow: 

a. President Clinton, who (as his predecessors) c:ontinues to support what appears to be every 
country in the world with moneys, i.e., $10 million here another millions or billions to other countries. 
(The latest $27 millions plus went to Mexico). Where is all this money conning from? Where in the 
Constitution does it state, we have financial responsibilities for these nations and the illegals in the US? 

b. Presidents Clinton, as Commander -in - Chief, with NO DECLARATION of WAR on the 
US, continue to send our military to foreign nations such as, Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, and other 
countries whose names I can't pronounce. Base Closures and Reduction in Forces (RIFs), continue on 
the premise, that we are at peace, therefore, we no longer have a valid need for the mililtary. When did 
we become peace-keepers of and for the World? Who made us responsible? 

c. There are Federal Agencies such as the National Endowment for the Arts, and the National 
Science Foundation, which give money like it was water. The Department of Education , which gives 
almost $18 billions in student loans. Then, the FAA, with $27 billion, $2!70 millions, for "Denver 
International Airport". Then $300 billions a year to Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC). 
Now, where is President Clinton and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), getting 
the $10 billion for California? 

d. With regards to the National Aeronautic and Space Administration: How many billions of 
dollars does it cost to support of the shuttles programs and the costs to operate them? Are we looking for 
aliens, so the we could give them with foreign aid. 

e. Then there are those representatives who slip "special projects" into the budget " (whether 
they are needed or not), for their state, their special friend!;, lobbyists, or any representative who will vote 
for his or her "Bill". The attached article from Star Magazine, dated 7 March 1995 (attached) if true, 
reveals some very serious problems, with more than 1400 projects costing laxpayers over $10 billion. 
An article titled "Hog Heaven For Congressmen "(and women), published in the Oct. '94 Reader's 
Digest, pages 61 through 65, states, the House approved $241-billions defense appropriation in 15 
minutes. A drastic and realisitc cut in "PORK-BARREIdNG", could certainly balance the budget in one 
year. 



2. I am sure that you are aware of these and other special budget, such as those set aside for use by the 
President or the "fallout" money given to the Department of Defense, for the military to either use or lose 
it. Definitely, a good way to control the budget, I doubt it. This logic to spend more moneys than one 
has is based on the Golden Rule, "He who the Gold,- the Rule. 

a. Base Closures (Lowry AFB, 1 September 94) Lowry served over 60,000 veterans and their 
dependents. It also forced a number of both military and civilians to either retire, transfer to other places, 
or just quit In reality, nothing was saved. However, look at the amount of moneys spent for "Rocky 
Flats. Is this Colorado's special (pork barrel ) project? If so, I believe we got taken. 

b. Fitzsimons Army Medical Center : Attempting to pick up the slack left by the closure of 
Lowry AFB. Now Fitzsimons is closing. However, the Secretary of the Army, states, we and other 
personnel from 14 other states, can be redistributed (i.e., drive to the Air Force Academy, Peterson AFB, 
Fort Carson Army Base (Colorado Springs Areas), or to Francis E. Warren AFB, in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming). A long (60 to 100 miles) drive for anyone. Where is the closest A r w  or  Air Force 

ility. which ~rovides the same a _uality ofaupical  service as F~tzs~mons . . 
? Secretary 

Deutch, Secretary of Defense William Peny, and the Secretary of the Army, they have no real concern or 
interest in saving Fitzsimons. They and you have medical treatment facilities at The Walter Reed 
Medical Center, and the Bethesda Naval Hospital, which is readily available. The decision to keep 
FAMC opened or closed will rest on which "representativr:(s)"or "pork-barrele:rW, provides the best deal. 
Based on articles published in recent issues of Rocky Mountain News, the decision to close Fitzsimons 
has already been made. Homestead AFB, Fl., was on the Base Closure list, totally destroyed by a 
tornado. So President Bush and the Secretary of Defense decided to rebuild it-(a com~letelv destroved) 
Base and to close Eglin AFB, which was completely intact. EQLitjcally Correct !! Yes.. Loglcal !! NO, 

3. After twenty-three (23) of active military service, I retired. During the period (1951 through 1974), 
our representatives made promises to those who stayed on active duty for the long haul (make it a 
carrer). Now, those promises have been changed and reduced. I ask, What are your retirement benefits? 
Please let me know so that I can compare them with whaLt I am receiving. I have a service connected 
disability, & money I receive for thls dlsabll 

. . . .  . . . 
~ t v  IS t h e g t  of mv d t a r v  retirement I ask you to 

compare your "fringe benefu", and compare them with what I receive. I get a 2.5 to maybe a 3.5% Cost 
of Living Allowance, while you and other representatives vote for a 25 to 40 96 pay raise. Additionally, 
you get to keep your compaign contributions, when you retire. How about OFfice Space, Staff, & misc? 

4. If reductions in "PORK-BARRELING" were made.. the budget could be balanced in a year. A 
complete reduction in foreign aid and other useless progran~s, could reduce the budget and the deficit in a 
couple of years. However, should the President, you, and our other Representatives and 
Congressmen/women, continue illogical spending, no one will be able to balance the budget or anything 
else. How much "Pork"is in the new reduced budget? If you have any constructive answers, please let 
me know. 

/ TSgt, USAF Retired 
Service Connected Disability 

cc: Senator Alan Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment 

& Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore 
Arlington, VA 22209 



worst oflenders 
A GROUP opposed to gc 

named the nation's 'I 
~ork-barrelinn lawma 

payeh' money on useless pet projec6 in their 
home states. 

"It's important to identi- 
fy the senators and mem- 
bers of Congress who are 
~uttinrt outlandish. make- 
k o r k  projects  f o i  the i r  
constiiueuts above the na- 
tional interest," says Da- 
vid Williams, a spokesman 
for the Washington, D.C.- 
based Citizens Against 
Government Waste. 

Here are the worst of- m\ 
fenders: 

1. Veteran Sen. Robert 
Byrd (D-W.Va.), whose 1995 
total of $158 million in- 
cludes $100 million for a 
highway even West Virgin- 
ians say they don't need. 
His lifetime pork total ap- 
proaches $1 billion. 
2: Sen. Ted Stevens (R- 

~ l a s k a ) ,  who funne led  
nearly $30 million in pork 
back to the state in 1995, 
mostly for military proj- 
ects the military doesn't 
want. 

3. Sen. Frank Lauten- 
berg (D-N.J.), for his spon- 
sorship of a $15-million 
footbridge to Ellis Island. 
A f e r n  like New Yorkers 
take there would be much 
cheaper, the group argues. 

4. Former Sen. Dennis 
DeConcini (D-Ariz.), who 

at least Sg5-9 million Sen. Robsr? Byrd's pork-barrr:ling has 
in  pork wi th  him wasted nearly a billion dollars, critics claim. 
when he retired last year. 

5. Sen. J. Bennett Johnston (Il- ing $95 million to the  Keystone 
La.), who got $21.1 million for un- State, including $10.5 million to 
necessary dam construction. "improve" the Philadelphia Naval 

6. Sen. Ernest Hollings (D-S.C), Shipyard, which is closing down 
former Senate Commerce Appro- anyway. - ,  
priations Subcommittee chairman, 10. Sen. Daniel lnouye (D-Ha- 

i 
who channeled at least $24.5 mil- waii) for a $400,000 grant through 
lion in pork through that committee the EPA to halt an algal bloom cri- 
this year, including $4 million for sis on the Maui shoreline that na- 
Charleston, S.C., without any expla- ture took care of. 
nation. "The price tag for the mountain 

7.Senate Appropriations Chair- of pork adds up - and up," Wil- 
man Mark Hatfield (R-Ore.), who liams says. 
netted $2.6 million more for the al- "Right now there are more than 
ready porky Hatfield Marine Sci- 1,400 useless projects that are cost- 
ence Center in Oregon. ing taxpayers over $10 billion. 

8. Sen. Dale Bumpers (D-Ark.) in "This enormous waste will stop 
recognition of the $46 million in only when the voters demand an 

ork bound for his state; including end. But first, they need to have the 04 .7 million for a "rice germ plasma information. 
center" in Stuttgart, Ark "They need to knclw that there's 

9. Reps. Joe McDade (R-Pa.) and really only one party in D.C. - the 
John Murtha (D-Pa.), who are tak- Spendlng Party," Williams says. 



~ u e s . ,  March 21,1995 ~ockv~duntain News 

Defense Secre- 
tary William 
Perry talks to a 
Kuwaiti pilot 
while sitting in 
the cockpit of 
an American- 
made Kuwaiti 
air force F-18 
jet fighter dur- 
ing his visit to 
Al-Jabar Air 
Base in Kuwait. 
Gustavo Ferrari 
Associated Press 

Long U.S. Persian Gulf presence 
pledged by defense secretary 
Perry visits Kuwaiti 
air base, talks to troops 
By Susanne Schafer 
Associated Press 

AL-JABAR AIR BASE, Kuwait - 
American troops can expect to 
stay to help defend the Persian 
Gulf "for some time to come," 
given Iraq's hostility toward its 
neighbors, Defense Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry said Monday. 

"We intend to stay here and 
provide stability as long as need- 
ed," Perry told some of the 500 
Americans and 2,000 Kuwaitis 
based in Kuwait. The United 
States has 20,000 ground, air and 
naval troops in the region. 

Addressing the latest imtant 
between Iraq and the United 
States, Perry called on Baghdad to 
release two Americans as soon as 
possible and to treat them proper- 
ly. 

He said the Iraqis were "legally 
within their rights" to detain the 
two men since they had entered 
Iraqi territory, but he said it was 
also clear the Iraqis "took advan- 

tage of the situation and seized 
them." 

The Americans, who have been 
identified by relatives as David 
Daliberti, 41, of Jacksonville, Fla., 
and Bill Barloon of the Minneapo- 
lis area, were detained March 13. 

Asked whether mi~litary action 
might be taken to galn the men's 
release, Perry told rel~orters, ':I'm 
not going to make ahy threats 
based on a hypothetical situation 
at this time. I expect a proper 
response from the Iraqi govern- 
ment." 

Following a tour of the 24 
American A-10 "tank killer" war- 
planes and the 40 Kuwaiti F-18 
fighters located at this air base, 
Perry addressed several small 
groups of both nations' troops. 

During a question-and-answer 
session, Capt. Martha McSally 
asked the defense secretary what 
he had done to improve conditions 
for women serving in Saudi Ara- 
bia, where he had held discussions 
with King Fahd and his brother, 
the defense minister. 

McSally, an A-10 pilot from 
Warwick, R.I., said slie was pre- 

paring to be sent to Riyadh and 
was unhappy with the prospect of 
having to cover her hair with a 
scarf and wearing long clothes to 
disguise the female figure, should 
she walk about the Saudi city. 

"I will be honest with you," 
Perry said, saying much hadn't 
changed since the Persian Gulf 
War i n  1991. "We haven't made a 
lot of :progress in that area, but we 
won't give up." 

Perry did have one bit of good 
news for the troops, telling them 
that k;uwaitls 'leaders had agreed 
to pay for replacing their tents 
with trailers to provide more com- 
fortable living quarters. 

Mo!jt of the Americans at the 
base were deployed to the region 
two months .ago from Davis- 
Monthan Air Force Base in Arizo- 
na, and many are scheduled to 
return, home in another month. 

While their large tents are air- 
conditioned, scorpions and snakes 
do find their way inside and the 
summer's dust storms could add 
to the discomfort. 

The air base is about 30 miles 
east of the Iraqi border. 
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The Honorable Al Cornelia 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Comrnission 
1700. N Moore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Mr. Cornella: 

I am writing you in regard to the proposed c;losure of Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center. 

Fitzsimons has for many decades served the needs of milita~y veterans who 
gave up a normal life for one in which they risked everything when their country 
asked them to fight. 

Thousands upon thousands of veterans from Colorado and neighboring 
states depend on Fitzsimons for medical care. Closing this facillity seems a 
painful way to repay our veterans for the suffering they've endured for us. 

Americans count on people such as you, to forget dollars and cents, and 
refuse to let our warriors be forgotten. 

Budget cuts should not take away the benefits of those servilig today and 
those who've sewed proudly in the past. 

As a caring American, you should do what is right and keep Fitzsimons from 
being closed. We are counting on you. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~ i chae l  a. Becker 



The Honorable Rebecca Cox 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Corrirnission 
1700. N Moore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Ms. Cox: 

I am writing you in regard to the proposed c:losure of Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center. 

Fitzsimons has for many decades served the needs of military veterans who 
gave up a normal life for one in which they risked everything when their country 
asked them to fight. 

Thousands upon thousands of veterans fro~m Colorado and neighboring 
states depend on Fitzsimons for medical care. Closing this facility seems a 
painful way to repay our veterans for the suffering they've enduired for us. 

Americans count on people such as you, to forget dollars and cents, and 
refuse to let our warriors be forgotten. 

Budget cuts should not take away the benefits of those serving today and 
those who've served proudly in the past. 

As a caring American, you should do what is right and keep Fitzsimons from 
being closed. We are counting on you. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Michatel /A. Becker 

M I C ~ E L  A. BECKER - 
11695 Milwaukee Street Thornton, Colorado 8 0 2 3 h  

April 15, 1995 

I 



General J. B. Davis 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Corr~rnission 
1700. N Moore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear General Davis: 

I am writing you in regard to the proposed c;losure of Fitzsimlons Army 
Medical Center. 

Fitzsimons has for many decades served thie needs of militairy veterans who 
gave up a normal life for one in which they risked everything when their country 
asked them to fight. 

Thousands upon thousands of veterans from Colorado and neighboring 
states depend on Fitzsimons for medical care. Closing this facility seems a 
painful way to repay our veterans for the suffering they've endured for us. 

Americans count on people such as you, to forget dollars anld cents, and 
refuse to let our warriors be forgotten. 

Budget cuts should not take away the benefits of those serving today and 
those who've served proudly in the past. 

As a caring American and one who has also served, you sholuld do what is 
right and keep Fitzsimons from being closed. We are counting on you. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~ ichae lh .  Becker 



, M I C ~ E L  A. BECKER 

11695 Milwaukee Street Thornton, Colorado 80233 

April 15, 1995 

Admiral Benjamin Montoya 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Comrnission 
1700. N Moore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Admiral Montoya: 

I am writing you in regard to the proposed c:losure of Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center. 

Fitzsimons has for many decades served the needs of military veterans who 
gave up a normal life for one in which they risked everything when their country 
asked them to fight. 

Thousands upon thousands of veterans from Colorado and neighboring 
states depend on Fitzsimons for medical care. Closing this facility seems a 
painful way to repay our veterans for the suffering they've endured for us. 

Americans count on people such as you, to forget dollars and cents, and 
refuse to let our warriors be forgotten. 

Budget cuts should not take away the benefits of those serving today and 
those who've served proudly in the past. 

As a caring American and one who has also served, you should do what is 
right and keep Fitzsimons from being closed. 'We are counting on you. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~ i c h a d ~ .  Becker 



The Honorable Wendy Steele 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Comrnission 
1700. N Moore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Ms. Steele: 

I am writing you in regard to the proposed c;losure of Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center. 

Fitzsimons has for many decades served the needs of military veterans who 
gave up a normal life for one in which they risked everything when their country 
asked them to fight. 

Thousands upon thousands of veterans from Colorado and neighboring 
states depend on Fitzsimons for medical care. Closing this facility seems a 
painful way to repay our veterans for the suffering they've endured for us. 

Americans count on people such as you, to forget dollars and cents, and 
refuse to let our warriors be forgotten. 

Budget cuts should not take away the benefits of those serving today and 
those who've served proudly in the past. 

As a caring American, you should do what is right and keep Fitzsimons from 
being closed. We are counting on you. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Michael /A. Becker 



791 S. Vine 
\ 

Denver CO 80209 
April 15, 1995 

Honorable sir. 

On Feb. 28, on my last day of 21 years in the Air Force, Fitzsir~~ons Army Medical 
Center appeared on a base closure "hit list." tiow iponic! On my last day in the military I learn 
that the government will take away YET ANOTHER of my entitlements! 

This issue is well beyond the realm of econornic impact on a c,ommunity. Fitzsimons is 
a concern to 1,000,000 patients in 12 states, for it 11s a regional med~cal center, one of only six 
in the country and geographically placed right in 0111 nation's center Closing this hospital 
could mean life or death at worst, and tremendous loss of available care, at best, for 
thousands of mrlltary members, veterans and their fs~milies. Veterans Administration and 
military hospitals refer thousands of appointments to Fitzstmons as it IS now, all for services 
they cannot perform. 

It is no wonder that DoD budget proposals it1 recent years involve $256 million for a 
new hospital at Fitzsimons. These requests were t~ased on a tremendous demand for 
medical service coupled with the need for more space and modern equipment and 
techniques. 

I don't expect the government to build bases close to where I li we to fill my needs, but I 
do expect it to keep its promises. Like thousands cf veterans before me, I retired in this area 
because of the proximity to the major health care thf? government has GUARANTEED me 
continually over the past 21 years All through this tlme various factions of the government 
taunted that this excellent health care was THE rnaj2r reason we put up with poor pay, 
limtted advancement and frequent moves 

On the day I enlisted my government, literally' promised my family free health care "for 
the rest of my life." In recent years that has evapor'al ed to health care on a space available 
basis only, with no major catastrophic care such as required by a heart attack, and no 
medical care after age 62, when Medrcare kicks in Then the funding for a new hospital went 
away. Now Fitzsimons, antiquated and insufficient as it may be, and the reason I retired here 
will go away too. 

On retirement, I received a certificate signed by President Clinton. It says "I honor your 
service and respect the commitment and loyalty you displayed over the years," and wishing 
me happiness and success in the future. I will be helppier and feel m lxe  successful if the 
Congress does not turn its back on veterans -- once again -- and keep its promises. I urge 
and employ you to do whatever you can to reverse this erosion of entitlements I and my 
fellow veterans have worked for for so long. 

@ye[ [L- 
f C 

MSgt Chuck Kubin 
U SP F:' retired 



John E.  Stepp (USAF., Retired) 
6454 Joan Lane 
Evergreen, CO 80439-7012 

April 17, 1995 

Mr. A1 Cornel 1 a 
Mr. Lee Kl ing 
% Base Real ignment & Closure Commi ssi  on 

You and your commission members have cer-tainly been given a l o t  of informa- 
tion re1 at ive t o  your pending decision on the future of Fitzsimons AMC. 
T spent 70 years i n  Hawaii a n d  know t h a t  T r i n l ~ r  can not; h e  on the  1 i s t  - 
i t  i s  too valuable with i t s  proximity to the Far East., west t o  east .  

The same could easily hold t rue re1 ativc? t o  Walter Reed in Washington - 
t h a t  p lus- the fac t  t h a t  Walter Reed provides medical care for a l o t  of 
the powerful people in Washington. 

With the military cutting medical f a c i l i t i e s  overseas, i t  seems tha t  a  
polar route with a i r c ra f t  bringing back wounded via such a  route would cut 
transport time dramatically and  very possibly save a l o t  of 1 ives. 

Stop and think for  a moment of L O C A T I O N .  Here in Denver there was just  
bui l t  and p u t  in to  operation a large international a i rport  with the 
capacity of 1 anding three (3 )  1 arge a i r c ra f t  simultaneously !* The only 
airport  in the world with tha t  capacity. This a irport  (Denver International ) 
i s  practically a t  the back door of Fitzsimons AMC. From a i r c ra f t  loading 
ramp t o  FAMC i s  probably no more t h a n  a  20 minute drive and probably less .  

Looking t o  the future,  confl ic ts  will s~rr.ely occur and  ~eople will die and 
be wounded. I understand the mil i ta ry  position now & t o  remove wounded 
from the theater of operation back t o  the US and replace them., rather than 
t r e a t  them ' i n  thea ter ' .  

Taking a look t o  the intermediate future. ,  the building of a f i r s t  c lass  
medical f a c i l i t y  a t  t h i s  location might make a l o t  of sense. I t  would be 
capabl e  of t r a i  ni ngl a1 ong with a1 1 the other capacities normal 1 y provi ded. 

During the Gulf War FAMC was a  primary destination for anticipated wounded. 
Now, 4 years l a t e r  i t  i s  not needed? NO - finances and pol i t ics  are dicta- 
t ing things now. 

Please - t ake ,  a very close look a t  the potential of ba t t le f ie ld  t o  hospital 
transport via a Polar Aircraft Route. 

Si ncerel y , 
* Note: During inclement weather 



Des ite Downsizing, Military 
I 

F* in 1 me Recruit Pool Shallow 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 

Largo, Md. - Tom Miller tosses a 
sheaf of promotional brochures onto the 
floor of his silver-gra minivan. A star of 
his ofice who eas. I y was meeting his 
month1 quotas a year ago, the 29-year- 
old Mi d' er since has stretched his 45-hour 
workweek to 65 hours, and his boss has 
begun riding herd on him. 

Miller is not sellin insurance policies R or burglar alarms. e is a recruiting 
ser eant for the U.S. Army, and his 
'di f f  iculties reflect a trend that plagues 
all the armed senices these days. 

Despite the military's sharply reduced 
staffing requirements - and the high 
level of prestige that the armed forces 
have been enjoyin since the 1991 Per- 
sian Gulf war - t% e services are having 
increasing difficulty f111dmg enough re- 
cruits to fill their needs. 

Lt. Col. Wa e M. White, chief of the 
Army's mar i?' eting anti advertising 
branch, says that unless the services 
increase the number of recruits, they will 
be stuck with an overly senior force. 

Pentagon surveys have indicated that 
the proportion of 16- to 21-year-olds 
willin to consider milit;q service fell 
from h percent in 1991 to 26 percent last 
year. 

Defense SecrQarv Willia~m Perry has 
expressed fears that the sc:rvices could 
end up havin to lower their quality 
standards to f dl their ranks. That, in 
turn, could quickly erode t h~e readiness of 
the armed forces. 

Just why recruiting has become more 
diff~cult is something of a puzzle. R e  
cruitin strategists point to a number of 
possib f e factors. 

most obvious is the "bab bust." 
Wa tb baby w p a a t i o n  L a i g  

into middle-a e, the numba of y p l e  , 
between age f 6 and 21 is at its owest 
point sincx 1973, when Congress created 
the all-volunteer army. 

Meanwhile, the improvin economy is 
giving this smaller pool o B young men 
and women a wider choice of career 
opportunities, and more of them are 
opting for college. Some potential enlis- 
tees, as a result of the recent attention to 
military .base closings and force -draw- 
downs, niay not r&e that the services 
are "hirir~g," recruiters say. 

Most troubling, recruiters' say, is a 
va e st:nse that the post-Cold War 
~ D I # ~  could be developing an image 
problem that makes it seem pqha 
melevant, or downright dqerous.,TE: 
Soviet tlweat always ave the armed 
forces a l ~ a n d  mission, % ut the new-style 
challengts in Somalia and Haiti are no 
as compelling. 

. . -  '. i I 

15 Alta Vista 
Lewellen, Nebraska 69147 
April 17, 1995 

I don't see anything in the above article about broken promises made to 
retired military personnel. However, you (:an bet your last dollar that broken 
promises to retirees is one of the BIG reasons people want nothing to do with 
a military career. 

For 24 years I was promised that I wou1.d be provided f:ree and convenient 
medical treatment after m y  retirement from the Army. Now the only Medical 
Center available to me within a reasonable distance is on the hit list. 

Please do not close Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. I:t is critical to 
provide medical treatment to some 825,000 active and retired military pers- 
onnel in 14 states. 

BURTON L.  FISHER 
073, IJSA (Ret) 
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Largo, Md. - Tom Miller tosses a 
sheaf of promotional brochures onto the 
floor of his silver-gra minivan. A star of 
his office who eas' d y was meeting his 
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willin to consider militq service fell 
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year. 
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are ''hirir~g," recruiters say. 

melevant, or downright 
Soviet t l m t  always 
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15 Alta Vista 
Lewellen, Nebraska 69147 
April 17, 1995 

I don't see anything in the above article about broker1 promises made to 
retired military personnel. However, you can bet your last. dollar that broken 
promises to retirees is one of the BIG reasons people want nothing to do with 
a military career. 

For 24 years I was promised that I woul-d be provided free and convenient 
medical treatment after my retirement from the Army. Now t.he only Medical 
Center available to me within a reasonable clistance is on t.he hit list. 

Please do not close Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 1:t  is critical to 
provide medical treatment to some 825,000 active and retired military pers- 
onnel in 14 states. 

/ BURTON L. FISHER 
CW3, IJSA (Ret) 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES Lt. Col. Wa e M. White, chief of the 
Amy's mar i? eting and advertising 

Largo- Md. - Tom Miller tosses a branch, says that unless the senices 
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w~dweek to 65 hours, and his boss has from f4 percent in I99 1 to 26 percent last 
begun riding herd on him. year. 

Miller is not sellin insurance policies Defense Secretary William Peny has 
or burgar al- h e  is a r ec ru ig  expressed fears that the services could 
ser cant for the U.S. Army, and his end up havin to lower their quality 
aihculties reflwt a trend that plague standards to ' l their ranks. That, in 
all the armed services these days. 
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turn, could quickly erode the readiness of 

Despite the military's sharply reduced the armed forces. 
staffin requirements - and the high Just why recruiting has become more 
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into middle-a e, the number of y p l e  f between age 6 and 21 is at its owest 
point since 1973, when Congress created 
the all-volunteer army. 

Meanwhile, the improvin economy is 
giving thus smaller pool o ! young men 
and women a wider choice of career 
opportu~lities, and more of them are 
opting for college. Some potential enlis- 
tees, as a result of the recent attention to 
military .base closings and force draw- 
downs, nnay not realm that the services 
are "hiri~~g," recruiters say. 

Most troubling, recruiters' say, is a 
va e sense that the post-Cold War 

could be developing an image 
problem that makes it seem p h a  
urelevant, or downright dangerous..$ 
Soviet threat always 
forces a lyand mission, 
challengts in Somalia 
as 00mp:lling. 

15 Alta Vista 
Lewellen Nebraska 69147 
April 17, 1995 

I don't see anything in the above article about broken promises made to 
retired military personnel. However, you can bet your last dollar that broken 
promises to retirees is one of the BIG rea:jons people want nothing to do with 
a military career. 

For 24 years I was promised that I w0~1l.d be provided free and convenient 
medical treatment after my retirement from the Army. Now the only Medical 
Center available to me within a reasonable distance is on t.he hit list. 

Please do not close Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. It is critical to 
provide medical treatment to some 825,000 active and retired military pers- 
onnel in 14 states. 1 

---.-- . 

BURTON L. FISHER 
CW3, LISA (Ret) 



A D A M S  C O U N T Y ,  C O L O R A D O  

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
FAX: (303) 659-0577 

April 17, 1995 

450 SOUTH 4TH AVENUE BRIGHTON, COLORADO 80601-3189 
(303) 654-6100 

The Honorable Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Senator Dixon: 

The Board of County Commissioners wishes to express its concern regarding the 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Adams County. As you know, the prqposed 
Defense budget eliminates funding for medical care services at: this installation. 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center presently serves the needs of one million military 
personnel in Colorado and 13 surrounding states, as a regional headquarters of the 
military health care system. Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is the largest 
employer in Adams County, with a staff of nearly 4,000 people from the 
metropolitan area. More importantly, the Center provides a necessary service for 
the armed forces, a service proven to be cost-effective. You may be aware that it 
is estimated that an additional $32 million wcluld be required to provide 
equivalent care in the private sector. Fitzsimlons also works closely with the 
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center to provide graduate medical 
education. 

The services of Fitzsimons Army Medical Centler are critical for the well-being of 
one million retired and enlisted personnel in this region. We support continuation 
of all existing operations of the Fitzsimons Army Medical Center, and urge you to 
reject the recommendation to close this base. 

Sincerely, 

Y&gd /d&-- 
ELAINE T. VALENTE, Chairman 
Board of County Commissioners 

BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS: 

ELAINE T. VALENTE 
DISTRICT 1 

GUlLLERMO A. DEHERREiRA 
DISTRICT 2 

MARTIN J. FLAUM 
DISTRICT 3 

PEOPLE, PRIDE AND PROGRESS 
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Closing Fitz is a breach 
of contract for 1 million vets 
A s a long-standing suppol-t1.r of 

efforts to reduce the federal 
deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
It is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 millior~ ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical (care 
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be clone 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. mlli.tary 
meant it could do without such fa- 
cilities. Neither of those is the case 
at  Fitz. 

Fitzsimons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top teaching 
hospital, Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby ~ n i v e r l i t y  of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 
advanced research. And i t  ir; pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
one-bounce global satellite cornmu- 
nications - doctors at  Fitzsimons 
could help treat  wounded soldiers 
on battlefields anywhere irk the 
world. 

Finally, Fitzsimons, which is 
closely integrated with other Elen- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. 11rmy 
hospital that can expand imrnedi- 
ately to take care of large numbers 
of casualties should American sol- 
diers become involved iq comhat. 

Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false 
economy. An independent 1!151 
study demonstrated that it vras 
cheaper to provide the care a t  F ~ t z -  
simons than to provide it from the 
civilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an upca~ed 
analysis by Aurora Mayor Paul 
Tauer indicates it would coz,t a s  
much as $34 million a year more to 
provide that care  through private 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 

So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
geted at  all? The problem frorri a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting cos:s to 
other federal programs. In sliort. 

this isn't a budget cut at  all; it's a 
bureaucratic ga.me of musical 
chairs - at the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we  could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
such guarantee c;~r. be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - 
and is honor bouncr to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters are  
called upon to risk their lives in de- 
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsirnons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts. the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens oi less-celebrated 
but equally vital missions. 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their 
entirety by Congreys and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons i:? to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

It would be morally wrong for 
thls newspaper to protest the justi- 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and econonlically serves a 
peacetime mission i n  the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are  confident that an honest 
accounting of the n~ission and cost 
of operating Fitzsin~ons as compar- 
ed to providing similar care through 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we .also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operation facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions (of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation ovres to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and ~:ountry. 

Closing Fitz is rrtore than false 
economy. It's a breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 
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Closing Fitz is a breach 

I 

of contract for 1 million vets 1 
A s a long-standing supporter of 

efforts to reduce the federal 
deficit. The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted f r o n ~  the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
It is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 mi1l:oil ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care 
they were promised when the!/ re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closin{:s in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. m~litary 
meant it could do without such fa- 
cilities. Neither of those is the .case 
a t  Fitz. 

Fitzsimons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top teaching 
hospital, Fitz retains close tie!; with 
the nearby Univerlity of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 
advanced research. And it is pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
onebounce global satellite commu- 
nications - doctors at  Fitzslrrlons 
could help t rea t  wounded sold!.ers 
on battlefields anywhere in the 
world. 

Finally, Fitzsimons, which is 
closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. "Irmy 
hospital that  can expand immedi- 
ately to take care of large numbers 
of casualties should American !sol- 
diers become involved in. combat. 

Closing Fi tz  is, a t  best, false 
economy. An independent 1!lS1 
study demonstrated that i t  was 
cheaper to provide the care a t  F~ tz -  
simons than to provide it from the 
civilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an upda~ed 
analysis by Aurora Mayor Paul 
Tauer iqdicates it would co5,t as  
much as  $34 million a year more to 
provide that care  through private 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closted. 

So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
geted at  all? The problem from a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that 1:11)s- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the r'u- 
my's budget while shifting cos1.s to 
other federal programs. In short. 

this isn't a budge': cut at  all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - at the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in , 

another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. ;3ut, of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - . 
and is honor bound to guarantee - . 
is that if our sons and daughters are  
called upon to risk their lives in de- 1 
fense of their nation they will be en- - 

titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the K:orean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital nlissions. 

i 
I 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realitpment Commis- 
sion will review thf! closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- ! 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their .; 
entirety by Congre:js and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons is to get the corn- 9 

mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

It would be morally wrong for 
thls newspaper to protest the justi- . 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and econonlically serves a 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are  confident that an honest 
accounting of the nlission and cost 
of operating Fitzsintons as compar- 
ed to providing simi.:ar care through , - 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operatio:? facilities they 

, 

will study. 
Maintaining a decent level of mil- 

itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who rise their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. It's a breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 
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Closing Fitz is a breach 1 
of contract for 1 million vets 1 
A s a long-standing supporter of 

efforts to reduce the federal 
deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted frorn the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army ~Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
It is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care 
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not prntc?sted 
previous rounds of base closxngs in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. mill tary 
meant it could do without such fa- 
cilities. Neither of those is the case 
at  Fitz. 

Fitzsimons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top tei.iching 
hospital. Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby Univerbty of Colo~rado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 
advanced research. And it is pio- 
neering the development of "t.ele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for  
one-bounce global satellite commu- 
nications - doctors at  Fitzsimons 
could help treat  wounded soldiers 
on battlefields anywhere in the 
world. 

Finally, Fitzsimons, which is 
closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. krmy 
hospital that  can expand im~n,edi- 
ately to take care of large numbers 
of casualties should American sol- 
diers become involved iq comba t. 

Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false 
economy. An independent 1951 
study demonstrated that it was 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
simons than to  provide it frorn the 
civilian sector through the CIIAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an updated 
analysis by Aurora Mayor Paul 
Tauer iqdicates it would cost as  
much as $34 million a year more to 
provide that care  through pr:vate 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 

SO, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
geted a t  all? The problem fr11n1 a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of tht: .Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In short. 

this isn't a budget cut at  all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - 
and is honor bound to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters a r e  
called upon to risk, their lives in d e  
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital nlissions. 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Pcrry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their 
entirety by Congress and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons .s to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

It would be morally wrong for 
this newspaper to protest the justi- 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and econornically serves a 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are  confident that an honest 
accounting of the ~nission and cost 
of operating Fitzsirnons as compar- 
ed to providing sirn:.lar care through 
the private sector will show its  
worth. But we ,also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operatic~n facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. It's a breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 
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I Closing Fitz is a breach I 
I of contract for 1 million vets I 
A s a long-standing supporter of 

efforts to reduce the federal 
deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
It is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tive-duty military personnel. their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care  
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protersted 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or .:hat 
the reduced size of the U.S. military 
meant it could do without suc:h fa- 
cilities. Neither of those is the rase 
at  Fitz. 

Fitzsimons is the only accred.~ted 
military medical center in a g ~ a n t  
12-state region. As a top teacking 
hospital, Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby Univer3ity of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to prom~ote 
advanced research. And it is pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
one-bounce global satellite comrnu- 
nications - doctors a t  Fitzsimons 
could help t rea t  wounded soldiers 
on battlefields anywhere in the 
world. 

Finally, Fitzsimons, which is 
closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. P.rmy 
hospital that  can expand imnledi- 
ateiy to take care  of large numbters 
of casualties should American s,ol- 
diers become involved iq combat. 

Closing Fi tz  is, a t  best, false 
economy. An independent 15151 
study demonstrated that it was 
cheaper to provide the care at  Fitz- 
simons than to provide it fromi 1 he 
civilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an updated 
analysis by Aurora Mayor Paul 
Tauer iqdicates it would cost as  
much as $34 million a year more to 
provide that care  through pri,vate 
facilities if Fitzsimons were cl(~sed. 

So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
geted at  all? The problem from a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that ~:los- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In stopt. 

this isn't a budget cut at  all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can gwrantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. Elut, of course, no 
such guarantee czin be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - . 

and is honor bound to guarantee - . 
is that if our sons and daughters are 
called upon to risk their lives in de- 1 
fense of their natior~ they will be en- - 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of' less-celebrated 
but equally vital missions. 

I 
I 

The independent Defense Base . 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- ? 

retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their * 

entirety by Congress and the presi- ' ' 
dent. Thus. the only real hope of 1 
saving Fitzsimons i:: to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

It would be morally wrong for 
this newspaper to protest the justi- . 
fied closing of a fa(:ility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and economically serves a 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are confident that an honest 
accounting of the rriission and cost 
of operating Fitzsimons as  compar- 
ed to providing similar care through - 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we ,also urge the com- 
mission to recogni.ze that Fitzsi- 
mons is different I.han the other 
training or operation facilities they . 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ~lltimately goes 
beyond questions c ~ f  cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. It's a breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 1 
ture. 
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Closing Fitz is a breach I 
of contract for 1 million vets 1 
A s a long-standing supporter of 

efforts to reduce the Fe~ieral 
deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted fror11 the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 
ical Center is not an economy rllove. 
It is a bald-faced betrayal ol this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care  
they were promised when the:? re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closin~:~ in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, csr that 
the reduced size of the U.S. mi l~tary  
meant it could do without such fa- 
cilities. Neither of those is the case 
at  Fitz. 

Fitzsimons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top teaching 
hospital, Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby Univerlity of Colol-ado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 

I advanced research. And it is pio- 
I neering the development of "tele- 

medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed locatiozl for 

1 onebounce global satellite commu- 
I nications - doctors at  Fitzsrnlons 
1 could help treat  wounded soldiers 

on battlefields anywhere in the 
world. 

Finally, Fitzsimons, which is I closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. .41,my 
hospital that  can expand imml?di- 
ately to take care of large numtiers 
of casualties should American sol- 
diers become involved iq combat. 

Closing Fitz is, a t  best, fs111se 
economy. An independent 1951 
study demonstrated that it was  
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
simons than to provide it from the 
civilian sector through the C1IP.M- 
PUS program. In fact, an updated 
analysis by Aurora Mayor Paul 
Tauer iqdicates it would cost a s  
much as $34 million a year more to 
provide that care  through pr lv l te  
facilities if Fitzsimons were cl,xed. 

So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
geted at  all? The problem f r o n ~  a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In s.lcrt, 

this isn't a budget cut a t  all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in * 

another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But. of course, no 
such guarantee <:an be given this 

, 

side of paradise. 
What America can guarantee - . 

and is honor bound to guarantee - . 
is that if our sons and daughters are 
called upon to risk their lives in d e  I 
fense of their nation they will be en- -. 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital nnissions. 

I 
I 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- i 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or: rejected in their ., 
entirety by Congress and the presi- ' 
dent. Thus, the o~ily real hope of ( saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 1 
costs and its missi~~n. 

It would be morally wrong for 
t h s  newspaper to protest the justi- . 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also i:; morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and econo~nically serves a 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We a re  confident that an honest 
accounting of the mission and cost 
of operating Fitzsirnons as compar- 
ed to providing similar care through , . 
the private secto~r will show its  
worth. But we .also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operation facilities they , 

will study. 
Maintaining a decent level of mil- 

itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists tci keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their Lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. It's a breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 
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Closing Fitz is a breach I 
of contrart :for 1 million vets 1 
A s a long-standing supporter of 

efforts to reduce the fe jera l  
deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
I t  is a bald-faced betrayal ot this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care  
they were promised when ttie:~ re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not prottsted 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be tione 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. military 
meant it could do without such fa- 
cilities. Neither of those is the Zase 
a t  Fitz. 

Fitzsimons is the only accrec.ited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top tekc ling 
hospital, Fitz retains close ties xith 
the nearby Univerlity of Color,ado 
Health Sciences Center to pronlote 
advanced research. And it is pio- 
neering the development of .'tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
onebounce global satellite cornmu- 
nications - doctors a t  Fitzsinons 
could help treat  wounded sold.ers 
on battlefields anywhere in the 
world. 

Finally, Fitzsimons, which is 
closely integrated with other Llen- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. Army 
hospital that  can expand imrntkdi- 
ately to take care of large numbers 
of casualties should American :;ol- 
diers become involved iq comha t. 

Closing Fitz is, at  best, false 
economy. An independent 1!&l 
study demonstrated that it vras 
cheaper to provide the care a t  F tz- 
simons than to provide it from :he 
civilian sector through the CKAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an upaa .ed 
analysis by Aurora Mayor Pitul 
Tauer indicates it would cost as  
much as  $34 million a year more to 
provide that care  through private 
facilities if Fitzsirnons were c11,sed. 

So, why is Fitzsimons being t x -  
geted a t  all? The problem from a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In sltort. 

this isn't a budget cut at  all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But. of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - 
and is honor bound to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters are 
called upon to risk: their lives in d e  
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, tile Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens c ~ f  less-celebrated 
but equally vital n~issions. 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Reali.gnment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or. rejected in their 
entirety by Congress and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the or~ly real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

It would be morally wrong for 
this newspaper to protest the justi- 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and economically serves a 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We a re  confident. that an honest 
accounting of the mission and cost 
of operating Fitzsimons as compar- 
ed to providing similar care through 
the private sector. will show its 
worth. But we .also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operation facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and (country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. It's a breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 
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Closing Fitz is a breach / 
of contract ibr 1 million vets 1 
A s a long-standing support~!r of 

efforts to reduce the fecferal 
deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 
ical Center is not an economy Ir.ove. 
I t  is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 millior~ ac- 
tive-duty military personnel. their 
families and retirees who rel,; on 
Fitzsimons for the medical 'care 
they were promised when the! re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base c los in~s  in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. m11i:ary 
meant it could do without such fa- 
cilities. Neither of those is the case 
a t  Fitz. 

Fitzsimons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top teaching 
hospital, Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby Univerlity of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to pron~ote 
advanced research. And it is  pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location f o r  
one-bounce global satellite comlnu- 
nications - doctors at  Fitzsimons 
could help treat  wounded soldlers 
on battlefields anywhere i1.1 the 
world. 

Finally, Fitzsimons, which is 
closely integrated with other E'en- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. Army 
hospital that can expand imrnedi- 
ately to take care of large nunibers 
of casualties should American :sol- 
diers become involved iq coml~a t. 

Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false 
economy. An independent 1!3S1 
study demonstrated that it vras 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
simons than to provide it from the 
civilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an updated 
analysis by Aurora Mayor Paul 
Tauer iqdicates it would cost a s  
much as $34 million a year more to 
provide that care  through private 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 

So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
geted at  all? The problem from a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Xr- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In short. 

this isn't a budget: cut at  all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure. if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in - 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. 3ut. of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - . 
and is honor bound to guarantee - . 
is that if our sons and daughters are 
called upon to risk their lives in d e  1 
fense of their nation they will be en- - 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsirnons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, tP,e Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital n~issions. 

! 
I 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- , 
sion will review th~?  closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- ? 
retary William Pt:rry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their , .; 
entirety by Congress and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the or~ly real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons is to get the corn- 9 

mission to take an nonest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

It would be morally wrong for 
tfus newspaper to ]protest the justi- . 
fied closing of a facility in our r e  
gion. But it also is, morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and economically serves a 
peacetime mission :.n the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We a re  confiden:: that an honest 
accounting of the rnission and cost 
of operating Fitzsinnons as compar- 
ed to providing similar care through . - 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operatic~n facilities they , 

will study. 
Maintaining a decent level of mil- 

itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation oives to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. It's a breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 
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I Closing Fitz is a breach / 
I of contract for 1 million vets I 
A s a long-standing supporter of 

efforts to reduce the federal 
deficit, The Post does not t.. 'u p ect  
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
It is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care  
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. military 
meant it could do without such fa- 
cilities. Neither of those is tht! case 
at  Fitz. 

Fitzsimons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top teaching 
hospital, Fitz retains close ties: with 
the nearby Univer'sity of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to prcjmote 
advanced research. And it is: pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for  
one-bounce global satellite cornmu- 
nications - doctors at  Fitzsimons 
could help treat  wounded soldiers 
on battlefields anywhere in  the 
world. 

Finally, Fitzsimons, which is  
closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. Army 
hospital that can expand immedi- 
ately to take care of large numbers 
of casualties should American sol- 
diers become involved iq combat. 

Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false 
economy. An independent 1951 
study demonstrated that it was 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
simons than to provide it from the 
civilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an updated 
analysis by Aurora Mayor Paul  
Tauer iqdicates it would cost as  
much as $34 million a year more to 
provide that care  through pri,vate 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 

So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
geted at  all? The problem from a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In sport. 

this isn't a budget cut at  all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
such guarantee cam be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America (:an guarantee - 
and is honor bound to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters are 
called upon to risk their lives in de- 
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital missions. 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their 
entirety by Congres and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons i:r to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

It would be morally wrong for 
t h s  newspaper to protest the justi- 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and econon~ically serves a 
peacetime mission i n  the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation 

We are  confident that an honest 
accounting of the mission and cost 
of operating Fitzsin~ons as compar- 
ed to providing similar care through 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we ,also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operatio11 facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a dectnt level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who r i s , ~  their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. It's a bret3ch of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 



The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President 
United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton, 

I came to Ent AFB, Colorado Springs, CO as a young Airman in the United States 
Air Force in 1963. As the airplane flew over Denver, my first glimpse of Fitzsimons 
Army Medical Center was impressive. Many flights over the years has not dimmed that 
first impression. The sight of Fitzsimons from the air means that home is very near. We 
chose to settle in the Denver-Metro area because of  the excellent medlcal care my family 
received at Fitzsimons during two tours of duty a1 Lowry Air Force Base. 

I see fear and depression among the military retirees. They feel betrayed by the 
very government they loved and supported all these years.. Many military retirees fear 
loss of medical care. They are used to the military way and are afraid of having to switch 
to a more costly medical program. Most are too old for reasonable medical insurance 
and could not afford medical care. Most have neker had to deal with filling out medical 
insurance papers and have a honor of having to go to civilian doctors or a civilian 
medical facility. The nation made a promise to provide medical care to its veterans and I 
believe our leaders are attempting to renege on that promise. Closing Fitzximons would 
be a major breech-of-trust by the Government. 

If you allow the closure of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center, I believe medical 
research and training in the Rocky Mountain Region will take a setback from which it 
will not recover. That is the importance of Fitzsirnons--medical resei~rch and training. 
The Armed Forces has always spearheaded major medical training. The nation needs 
that training and Fitzsimons supplies it for a fourteen state area. 

Please do not take our medical care from us. We earned the right to have 
Fitzsimons remain by serving in remote and isolaled places far from our loved ones. We 
gave up the experience of sharing our children's youth to serve our country. We fought 
in an undeclared war because you said it was our duty. We have watched for years as 
you whittled away our raises, benefits, and broke !/our promises to the Soldier and the 
Veteran to try to balance the budget. 

We gave in on Lowry, please save Fitzsimons. 
L ff. P A  
1050 S. NAPLES WAY 
AURORA CO 800 17 



April 18, 1995 

The Honorable Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 
Base Closure and Realignment Corrimission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Senator Dixon: 

This letter is not from a pressure group or an 
organization of any kind. It is instead some personal 
comments regarding the proposed closure of Fitzsimons 
Army Medical Center which you are now considlering. You 
should find them typical to many of the retir!~es in this 
area. 

While you may console yourselves with the idea that you 
are looking at the "big picture" there are facts and 
feelings you should think about. Those of us most 
affected can not help viewing this action from a 
personal point of view. I 

One thing you should think about is what is called the 
law of unintended consequences. For example, the effect 
of the proposed closing on recruiting. Having done a 
tour of recruiting duty in Denver, in the billet of 
Station Sergeant Major, I am familiar with the subject. 
During that time we all parroted the government line , 
that a military retirement would give oneFREE medical 
care for life. Now we find that our government has lied 
to us. 

Consider these recent comments by the Chief of Naval 
Personnel Vice Admiral Skip Bowman. "This high-tech, 
well-rounded team isn't going to be cheap or easy to 
assemble. I solicit your help in helping us get there. 
Many of you are already helping recruiters target 
qualified students and professionals for enlistment and 
commissioning by providing leads and speaking 
opportunities for recruiters . . . . I can' t stress enough 
the need to 'team' our recruitment effort. Recruiting 
is tough and getting tougher. We only made goal during 
three of 12 months during 1994. And 1995 offers 
additional challenges, as the number of 17-to-21- 
year olds continues to decline,.......". 

It seems unlikely that any of you have ever read an 
enlistment contract. It is the most one sided document 
devised by the mind of man. 111 it the recruit commits 
his or her living conditions, their physical location, 
their pay, their work hours, their health ~risks, and, 
yes, even their life. In return the government verbally 
promises much but commits to nothing. 



Page 2 Lappart statement April 18, 1995 

You can be sure that as an active member of my community 
this message will be as widely disseminated as I can 
manage. 

In reviewing the comments of General Parker it is clear 
that all retirees will have out of pocket medical 
expenses and those of my age, 7 0 ,  will be basically cast 
adrift. Personally, I did not: apply for Part B at age 
65 feeling that this decreased the system load by one, 
and saved a large part of an already srnall check. 
Application at this late date would impose a six year 
penalty which would reduce my srnall check severely. 

Also considered, at that time, was the fact that 
Fitzsimons serves a 14 state area and the nearest 
comparable facility is about a thousand miles away. 
After basing ones life decisions on this it is even more 
a slap in the face considering the Pentagon plan to 
build new hospitals at Walter Reed in ~ashingtoh, in 
Portsmouth Virginia, and also in Alaska. 

In your deliberations please remember that after 23 
years in the Marine Corps I am not eligible for 
treatment in the VA hospital. Many of us are in that 
same situation. . 
In closing, I quote from an editorial in the Denver 
Post. It says it as well as anyone can.. . "Maintaining 
a decent level of military medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benef:it analysis to a test of 
national honor. Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust t.his nation owes to the men and w o w n  who risk 
their lives in defense of flag and country." 

"Closing Fitz 16 more than false economy. It's a breach 
of faith to America's veterans - -  past and future." 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edward J. Lappart J:., 1st Sgt. 
United States Marine Corps 
Retired 

1400 E. 100th Avenue 
Denver, CO 80229 

. - - .  



12750 West Montana Dr. 
Lakewood, CO 80228 
18 April 1994 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore St. 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Gentlemen: 

It is my understanding that the function of your Commission is to review and assess the military's 
decision to close or otherwise modify the fbnctions of ~nilitary bases. The ge'nesis of the 
Commission was removal of decisions from the Legislative political arena in order to assure 
decisions were based on valid assessments rather than politics. I applaud the concept and trust the 
political exemption applies to Executive Branch as well. 

Clearly, the Army's decision to close Fitzsimons Army Medcal is seriously flawed. A reasonable 
person must conclude that the decision stemmed from an unpublished agenda and then facts and 
figures developed to justifL the closure. Who believes the Army and the Navy need separate major 
medical facilities in the Washington DC area? Perhaps the top Army brass who feel they would 
not receive proper respect at a Navy hospital. Would the military mind even consider attaclung a 
facility located in the Congressional District of one of their demonstrated eneimies? 

As long as I can remember, recruiting brochures stress a principal advantage!; of a military career; 
for those who survive, lifetime free medical care. In addressing the proposed closure, the Army 
suggest retirees in this area will be treated via some undefined Government plan. In earlier studies, 
the Army documented the lower cost of treatment at an Army facility. Now the Army suggests 
money will be saved by a vague government sponsored civilian care plan. The Army avoids 
dscussion of the actual cost to retirees but we can be assured it will not be minimal. The Army 
also avoids addressing insurance costs or availability for those with "pre-existing" conditions. Is 
the promise of lifetime free medical care to be abrogated? 

In skewing their statistics, the Army shows the retiree population withm a 40 mile radius of 
Fitzsimons 4 1,400. Without emphasis, the Army revealed they treat another 425,000 retirees 
within a 12 state region. I am acquainted with seven military retirees who US(: Fitz though their 
domiciles are greater than 40 miles from the facility, one from 125 miles away. Casual encounters 
with patients reveal homes in Colorado Springs, Grand Junction, Cheyenne Plyoming and Chadron 
Neb. The Army also reveals they serve 399,000 active duty personnel withm the 12 state region, 
personnel who will become entitled to Champus with an increased cost both to the patient and to 
the government. 

In assessing size of the facility, the Army ignored the "temporary" buildings which have been in 
service for about 50 years. As a patron, I note those buildings are old but thc:y serve adequately, 
winter and summer, and are well maintained. Why are those buildings be excluded from the scope 
of the facility? 

Yours truly 

Jim Potts 
Lt. Col USAF Ret. 



Base Closure Commission, 

I am writing in regards to the possible closure of F'itz:simons Atmy Medicd Center in 
Colorado. 

1 use Fitzsimons as my only source of medical servicc:~. I have no medical insurance. 
My husband is a 100% disability retired Vietnam 'L'eterao We have used Fitzsimons since 
1968 for him and since we were married in 1971 for me and our children. 

Fitzsimons is such a busy medical center. I call for a o appointment and wait quite 
awhile on the phone for an operator to answer, only to have them tell me that all 
appointments for the month have been booked, then the yr tell you to call bacl*. on a certain 
date when the next set of appointments will be booked. This get3 real irritating, but I will 
gladly wait for my appointments and go through the hastiles for continued salice at 
Fitzsimons. Once I am in the office for the appointment the Doctors and nurses are for 
the most part very good. 

I know people from each of the targeted bases to cleric are writing and calling you 
hoping to be saved. That is just what I am doing too. I feel that Fitzsimons is a very usefill 
center used by thousands of active and retired Veterans (3nd their families. 'I hey have paid 
their dues, and have been promised medical services for life, then they loose their legs, 
have their bodies mutilated, go through wars for their country, and this is the thanks they 
get. 

Fit~imons is in the process of upgrading many of t h ( i  buildings and mitlions of dollars 
have been spent, all to be thrown away if it closes. This worries me because this is the 
typical response of government mentality to so oh well ii is on the list maybr. it shouldn't 
be closed but it's to much bother to remove it from the list. 

Please reconsider, look at the facts and save a useful needed facility, Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center in Denver. 

9677 Wadsworth Blvd. 
Broomiield Co. 80021 



April 1 !3, 1 995 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Sir/ Madam: 

The Democratic Party of Arapahoe County Colorado wishes to express its 
concern regarding the future of the Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. The facility 
provides a number of needed services to the area. 

1. It is the only medical hospital in a geographical large area 
covering 14 states. As a result it services large numbers of 
active and retired military personnel and their families. 

2. There are approxbnately eighty-one(81) Native American tribes 
in the Central Plains and Rocky Mountain areas are 
currently ehgible to be serviced by Fitzsimons Medical Center. 
These tribes will continue to have the need of medical services 
now and in the future. 

3. Located in the Denver Metropolitan area, Fitzsimons is 
contingent to this major transportation hub, which directly 
connects with all the principal cities in the 14 state sewice 
area and other major transportation centers across the 
United States. 

The members of the Arapahoe County Democratic Party deeply believe the 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center should remain open to adequately provide 
services to this large part of the United States and f u w  the promise made to the 
men and women who have served their country. 

Sincerely, 

Carolyr~ ~oller,  Chair 
Democratic Party of 
Arapahoe County 

15445 East IWf Ave Ste C * Aurora, Colorado 80013-1096 (303) 338-1202 



/ 
.'//M .-&,G dl&t,, @%h4k-%, 
Defense Base Realignment 
and Enclosure Commission 
1700 N. Moore St. 
Arlington, Va. 22209 

,Aurora Co 
April 19, 1895 

Dear Commission Member, 

When making your decision, Re: Fitzsmlons, AMC, please consider t110:je 
affected as individuals, and not a faceless mass. 

My husband ma& the U.S. Army his career baqed on the promises made to him 
as well as love of his country. 

Lifetime medical care for the service member and spouse were promised as well 
as  lifetime shopping privileges at Post or Base (lornmissariss and I he PX or EX. 

Our decision, along with thousands of others. to retire in tfte Denver are1 was 
influenced by the presence of FhMC. 

I had eight years after my husbands deiuh to prepare for rcttremcnt, al\v:iys 
knowing that my medical care was ensured. 

At the age of 65 years, I suddenly am faced with the loss ol'prornised medical 
care as well as the loss of the shopping privileges unless I make a ~~ound trlp which 
exceeds 100 miles. 

In qyition Medicare A and B covers l(:.;s while the coct to ~cniorq cs~a l ; f t e~  
Supplemental Ins. payments are based on what Medicare pays. That cosl is also 
increasing. 

The sacrifices of Servicemen and their spouses seem to mean nothing. The 
closure of FAMC would be a devastating breech of prolnise tu pzr ;onnel wlw made the 
decision for a military career. 

Thc wony of how to cope with the additionai finczncial burden on a fixed income 

puts an added strain on our health concerns. 
Fitzsimons AMC. can continue to have a viable roll in training of medical 

personnel as well as the care of retired service members and their ~fidows or spouses 
I urge honest, objective, consideration or"the impact on retired service lnen and 

the effect on the local economy, already adverqely affected hy the ~:!osII~~ of 1-owery 
AFB. and other military enterprises in this area. 

cc: Representitive Pat Schroeder, Senator. bet1 ,l:'an~pbl:Jl 



' 4 9 9  E .  Dakota  Ave 
l i i ~ r o r a  CO 8001 7 - 2 2 2 4  
, \ i : r i l  1 9 ,  1895 

S e n a t o r  A lan  J. Dixcirl 
Base  Rea l  i g n m e ~ l t  and  C l o s u r c  Commiss rln 
1790 N .  Moore S t .  
S u i t e  1 4 2 5  
Ar l  i n g t o n  VA 22209 

Dear  S e n a t o r  B i x o n ,  

Recluest y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t  i o n  ant i ,  hol.8~ I'll1 1  y ,  i n i  t i a t  i v e  t o  ren-rove 
F i  t z s i m o n s  A r m y  Med ica l  C e n t e r  f rom f i ~ c b  rt f.ommertdc:l Army c l o s u r t .  
l i s t .  

I r e t i r e d  f rom t h e  IT1?ited S t - a t e s  A i r  I ro rce  i n  1975 an13 s ~ t t l e d  i n  
~ I n r o r a ,  C o l  n r a d o  1)ecatlse o f  t h e  p r o x  i r b \ i  t y  of F i  t z s  i m o n s  Army 
Metlii-a1 r e n t e r  anrl my t l i s a h i  l i  t y .  Wf. wcrll t h r o u g h  t h e  r l o s u r e  of  
1,owry h i  r F o r c e  Rnsc and t h e  l o s s  c z f '  l . o r n n ~ i  ,-s:try at15 cxchange  
c r r v i  c e s  . While  ~;ommi:;s;iry anti exc.?l:rr~gf: s r r v i c e s  ,3 r e  a v a i  l  a b l e  
a t  F i  t z s  irnons, t h e  f a r  i 1 i  t i  c.s a r e  otic.~.cro*decl 11cc.r-i~ :,c. elf t h e  
l a r g e  number of  m i l  i t a r y  re1 i t - c e s  who rr:;i14e i n  t11e I)::iiver a r e a ,  

?TOR t l ~ t .  Artny w a n t s  t o  r:l osP F i  t z s  i n t c i r ~ :  *krii~s Mt.i.1 i (.a 1 C~- . l l ter  and 
t.1 i m i ~ l i i t ~  m y  accpss tc2 medic.at , romm i : s a r y  , ant1  ex^ hartgc 
scr ; . i  t - e s .  

Tt i s  11ttc:rly arnazirig t h e  waq t h e  v e t  : r a n i  a r e  t r e  , t t . iS  a f t e r  
s e r v i n g  t h e  i r c o u n t r y .  They a r e  t l i c .  rlnt>s w l t o  g a v r  the: rnos t t o  
make t h i s  c o u n t r y  what i t  i s  t o d a y ,  :.rid t ' h ~ y  a r e  t r e a t e d  t h e  
w o r s t .  Wt-1c.n T enlisted i n  t l l c  A i r  P c l t r c ,  1 s i g n e d  ;r c o n t r ; r c t  
wtlioh c o u l d  n o t  hc h r o k c n ,  h u t  now T l i rltP Ilre Crove~ rlm~:nt br-t3aking 
i t : ,  par t  o f  tlick 1~ ; t rga i r l .  X , i t t l f i  1)y " t t l a .  a l l  t h .  t t l ~ j a c f i t s  T 
s i g n e d  up  f o r  have b e e n  o r  a re  b e i n g  t a k e n  away. 

F i t z s i m o n s  Army Medica l  Cente r .  i s  t.11: r c n t l y  t h e  r e g i o n a l  Ftcatl-- 
q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  h e a l t h  c a r e  y s t  % l i t ,  s e r v i n g  13 s t a t e s  
w i t h  s t r o n g  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  s l rppor t  1 ~ 1  E c t a i l l  F i  t z s i  i1011:-i.  The  
h o s p i t a l  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  a l l  l e v e l s  LII  h e a l t h  c a r e  t o  o v e r  9 5 0 , 8 8 0  
1 ) r n e f i c i a r i e s  f rom t h i s  a r e a .  Most ~ ~ c e n t l y ,  F i t ;  .iriroris opchnecf 
t h e  P e r s i a n  Gu l f  S e r v i c e  Ct:rttt~r, a. 2' bed ~ l r l i t  designcxd t ~ )  i v a l r l -  
a t r  vcter:zrls w i t h  s j ~ n : ~ t c , m s  ~f w l ~ d t  i s  ~ t o ~ u  c-allr>(! G i l f  W:%r 
Syndrorue . 

Tr1 ac ld i t i i ) r i ,  F i t z s i m o n s  s e r v e s  t h e  D f i l v c r  t-omrnur~ity a:< R t r a i n i i l g  
f a c i l  i t y  f o r  t h e  I l n i v e r s  i t y  o f  C o l c ~ i  d ~ l r ~  l I~>ij l  I l l  S c i  *riciss atlcl 
Denver  Gc11tc.r-al H o s p i t a l .  I n  F a ( - t ,  T' ifsslroctns providert; t r , i i r t j n g  
s l o t s  f o r  30 p c r c c n t  o f  t ' t x i x  g r a ~ l u a t c  ~ r ~ . d i l ' - i l  s(110ol s :udcnts  i t 1  



t l ~ r  a r e a .  C lo s i r i g  P i t z s i r u o n s  i4011lrl I t>b 1 !kc Army o f  t l l i s  
i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c p  o f  ( : l i t  t ing-edge  nierlj 1-31 t r a i n i n g  tncVc-clultl 
s e r i o u s l y  d c p l e t c  t h e  r a n k s  of  p h y s i , r i : r n ~ ~  t r a i n e d  l o  ( l e a l  w i t h  
i.rrrtAl&ency m i l  i t a r -q  m e d i c a l  s i t u a t i o n : ,  ancl 0 : i t t l c f  . - int  concdi t inr ls .  

A l s o ,  $38 m i l l i o n  i n  o o n s t r u c t i o r i  p l - c i j e c t i  nt.rc. i - c . - e r ~ t l y  
colnp1ett.d ctr a i  e  i n  progress. T r 1  f a t  I., a c t  r e ce r l t  ' j  a s  A u g i ~ s t  
19'33, t h e  Ar-my was p l a r l r ~ i n g  or1 b u i  lcli ~i new 225--Set-3 h o s p i t a l  a t  
F i  t /:s irnckns . C o n g ~ - t ~ s ?  h a d  approvt:d $ 7 2 0  n ~ i  11 i on T I !  I t l t c .  rretu  
I ~ o s p i  t a l  becaus t .  o f  s t r o n g  j u s t i l ' i c a l  i o n  ,inrl r n i s s ' l ~ n  t ~ s s e n t i a l  i t y  
p r o v i d e d  by  t h e  Atrny. Flow c o u l d  t h e  * j u s t  i f  i c a t  i o i ~  f o r  t h i s  new 
f a c i l i t y  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  a matt.:[ o f  ,?, few mol t ths??  

Tn 1991 ,  a n  tkxhaust i v e  s t u d y  conclude* l t l : c  Army c r l ~ r l d  savc  a n  
e s t i m a t e d  $32 m i l l i o n  a y e a r  b y  c a r i n g  f o r  m i l i t a r y  p a t i e n t s  a n d  
o t h c r  bctnef i c i a r i e s  a t  F i  t z s  imonr,, ;I:, :iyyli~tsed t o  1111rcflasi tlg t h a t  
c a r e  f rom o u t s i d e  p r o v i d e r s .  Tlie s t ~ r S y  c o n c l ~ i d e d  "O. t t : r a l l ,  i t  i s  
c h e a p e r  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  givc.11 a n ~ c t ~ r i t t  r5f ~ + t / r l i l o a d  i t  PAMC tl~ari i t 
i s  t o  p - t ~ r c h a s e  i t  f r o m  t h e  c i v i  l  iar i  5 r:ctor throtrglr tile: ClIAMPUS 
1)rogram.  " 

F i t z s i m o n s '  lot-ation on  t h e  105 th  at.r lidia1.1 would I I l t i w  i t  to p l a y  
tlir. key r o l c  i n  t r . l c r n e d i c i ~ ~ r : .  T t l c n l : l i c i l ~ ( : :  i: ,  t h t  f u t u r e  o f  
m i l i t a r y  ~ l e d i c i r t e  and has t ec-hnologi  - r l  a p p l  i c a t i i  rl  i n  t h e  
f o l l o w i r ~ g  w a y s :  E l  ~ c t  r o n i c  "dog t a g ? .  " ~ c t r s o n n t ' l  . ; t a t u s  r ironitor-  
i n g ,  a n d  t e l e y r e s e n c e  s u r g e r y .  Thr..>- havv bethn t t : ; t c d  and a r e  
n o w  t t . fer re t f  t r i  a s  "Rernatc: C i  i n i c  <il ? ) ~ n m u l i i c a t i o r ~ :  Systt-oi  
(RCCS) . "  RCCS i s  a s t a t e - o f - - t h e - - a r t  . l in i t : a l  con:  111 t a t i o n  s y s t e m  
v + l ~ i r h  p r t > v i d e s  t l lc  f i e l d  ~ ) l l ~ s i c ' i i l i l  t a l x ' l i  t y  t o  :;enci hy s a t e l -  
1  i t e  o r  r e g u l a r  t e l ephon t :  s~2 rv i i . t  s 1 r ) -yay  v o i c e ,  r a c s i m i  l c  a n d  
h igh- - r . e s r , lu t  i o n  d i g i t a l  i a l ; i s rx  f l  crm 91ly l o c a t  i o n  vorl~lsiiiclt> t o  a  
rnc4ic:al c e n t e r .  RCCS enahl t5s  a 1rlly:c i : i a n  a t  a r-enti)te loca1 . ion  t o  
c-onslll t w i t h  it, l > l ~ y  s i c  i an  a t  a mcd i c . , ?  1 ecnl'.c.r ancl c 1,t:ii 1 1  e x p e r t  
a d v i  c:c: on ~nanirgement o f  c r i t  i c a l  o r  I icisual c a s e s .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a 
Inr5ziri:; t o  augrncbilt t h e  m e d i  cal staff o F t h e  tlepl oycd hospi t a l  and  
improve  t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e  a l r . i t l y  ; ~ v a i l a b l t  t o  our 
l i e  RVC;IUS(~  < ~ f  l o t , n f  i r , r l  i n  tl, .: Aurc l fx  iii  i d ,  VYP have  t h e  
c a p a b i  1 i t y  t o  communica te  s i m u l  tanrc111 . ~ l y  ~ i i  t h  the: European and  
t h e  P a c i f i c  R i m  w i t h  a s i n g l e  s a t e l l l ' c  u p l i n k  t o  :t g e o s y n c h r o -  
rlous o r b i t i n g  commun ica t i ons  s a t e l l  i t & .  T h i s  a b i l  i t y  wou ld  
conlpl iment o u r  Dt:f enst: g c ~ a l  o f  b c i  rib i b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  two g l o b a l  
cun f  1  i c t s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  Nr> ot11t.r 111 ~ d i c ~ i l  f a c i l  iJy can 
duplicate t h i s  c a p a b i l i t y .  

I f  W a l t e r  Reed Army Mthdical Cen te l -  wl: c  c l ~ ~ , ~ c d  i l l  l h e  Was;hington 
DC ax-ca,  t h a t  a r e a  wotlld s t i l l  havt:  ti excess o f  t t d  spaces  d u e  
t o  t h e  number o f  o t l l e r  m i l i  twl-y hasp t . a l s  a v a i l a b l t  , i . c . ,  
B e t h c s d a  Nava l  IIospi  t a l  and  Dc.wiit Al-u,ry I T o : - ; ~ ~ i t a l  a 1  F o r t  T3elvr1ir,  
as  w e l l  as  c l i n i c s  a t  Andrews AFR, B o f  l i n g  AFB, anc2 s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .  R c t i r r . c s  woulcl :lave med ica l  : c . r v i c r . s  a v a i l -  
a b l e  i n  t i l e  a r e a  i f  W a l t e r  lZt:ed Army b1edic;rl C e n t e l  were  c l o s e d .  



I S  P o r t  Sam I t Iou~ton  were c l o s e d  i n  1 1 1 , :  Sari A n t o n i o ,  Texas a r c a ,  
t h a t  a rca  would s t  i l l  have an  exces:; , f  t -~c. tP spaces t j e cause  of t h e  
h u g e  Wi l  f o r d  Ha l l  f lospi t .a l  a t  1,ack'lairti A F R .  Major tl i r i i c s  a r e  
a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  a t  o t h e r  mil . ' tar-y fa(- P i t i c : ,  i l l  tilt. a r e a ,  i . e . ,  
Randolph AFR, Rrooks ,  K e l l y  AFB, a r ~ d  hledir~a AFS. Y e t i r e e s  would 
llavc medica l  s e r v i c e s  available i n  t l l .  a r t &  i f  For1 Sam I l ous ton  
Army H o s p i t a l  were c l o s e d .  

As you know, we a r e  p r e s e n t l y  a b s o r h  11g t t k c -  c-losurc- of 1,owry AFR, 
a p p r o x i m a t r l y  two m i  l e s  soul  h v e s t  of F i  t z s  i r ~ ~ o n s .  Tn r e c e n t  
yciars,  tht. a r t i v i  t i e s  a t  Rocky Mounl,,i;n An-<.er~al 11a\ c 1~t:i- '11 t e rmi -  
riatc1.1 a s  m e . 1  1 as  t h c  s i g n i  f i c a ~ i t  d o ~ t i l , ~  i z i rilt o f  Departincnt o f  
E n c r g y  complex a t  Rocky F l a t s .  We t l t t  urrderstaricl t k c  g o a l  o f  
dcjwn. . i z ing  t h e  tni 1 i t a r y ,  I ~ u i  thir ik  a 7:Itzs irnons r1.c q;urr .  o i l  t h e  
h e e l s  of Lowry  a1i1.1 t h e  Arsexial i s  m o i  1 .  i l t a i i  our- f a i  t s f i a ~  e .  

P l c a s e  r e t a i r l  F i t * . s i r n o n \  3.5 a r 1  a c t  i v t .  ftrnly Mcc;lic.al C r - t ~ E c r  f o r  t h e  
1-~encf i  t o f  s o  many vc\t c:rans and  ilcpcriilent s i n  t h i s  1 4 . - s t a t e  area .  



11399 E ,  Dakot x t l ve  
i l~.ros;i  CO 3001 ?--2224 
Ajl r i l  19 ,  1395 

M r  A1 C o r n e l l a  
East.  R e a l i g n m e n t  and C l o s u r e  Cnnirniss i l ~ n  
1700 N .  Moor(. S t .  
S u i t e  1425  
h r l  i r lg ton  VA 22209 

Dea r  MI- C o r n c l l a ,  

R e q u p s t  y o u r  C O I ~ ~  i i l t>~-at , ion  btld,  hr>pel i u l  l y ,  i n i  t  i n t  i\re t o  remove 
P i  t ;.,:, i m n n s  Army Me-cf i c a l  Crrrt c l  frunt f i r ~~co~urr~ertdt-~J A r m y  c l  iisurc 
l i s t .  

T r e t i r e d  f rom t h e  IJrli tecl S l a t e s  A i r  ro t -cc~  i n  1971; clrlrl s c t t l c d  i t )  
Auroj  a ,  Crrlor-ado beca~ l se  of  t h e  prox ' l i  t y  r,lf F i  t z . >  iniu,ls Arrriy 
hftltSi c :il Ccr i t e r  anti rfiy c I i  h < r b i  l i 1.y.  V / c h  w e r ~ t  t h c o a ~ g h  thl: c l o s u r e  o f  
1,owry A i r  For-cr R a s t .  a n d  t l i v  l o s s  crf omtni c 5,ri-y an 1 exchauge  
q e r v i  c e s .  Whi l e  commissa ry  iirit.1 t ? ~ ~ h r r t r ~ ~  s c . r v i c e s  t rc  a v a i  li3krlc 
zit Fi t z s  imor l : ,  , i l , . ,  f:rci l i t  i eh:; a r t -  < ) v ~ ~ ~  r:ro~lIccl bet-d~tse c ~ f  t l ie  
l i ~ r - ~ ~ ~  n i ~ r n b p r  o r  m i l i t a r y  rel  i r c e s  who r - e s i t l t a  i n  t h t  Dr:nver a r e a .  
N o w  f h ~  Ar-n~y ~ ~ 1 1 t h  t o  ( - l o s e  F i t ~ s i r n o t i " ~  Arai;, Il-lr~c~ic.:~l C e r l t e r  arid 
e l  iminat t .  n ~ y  acc-css t o  met ' l i ca l ,  comm . , s a r q ,  a~i i l  ex1 h a n g e  
sel-v i c c s  . 
T i  i s  u t t e r l y  a t i~azi r lg  t h e  way t h e  \:F-l 5 a ; ~ ~ 1 r  nl-F: t r ~ ; t t e : J  a f t t a r  
s e r v i r r g  t h e i r -  c-nurlt 1-y. T h e y  arc. tlrr 7)rrt.s w110 g a v e  t h c  most  t o  
111ake t h i  s c o u t i t r y  what I t  i:; t o d a y ,  .iflrl the:y r tre t I t l a t ed  t h e  
1 . \ ~ l t c . n  T c.nl i s t e d  i r l  t h e  A i r  F ~ I  -ct., 1 hignrcl a c -o t l t r a c t  
w11ic: 'h cuu l ( l  n o t  1 1 t  b r o k e n ,  b u t  rloili 1 Firid 1.he Govt I n m e n t  b ~ e a k i r i g  
i t s  ~ jar i .  o f  t l ~ r  b a r g a i ~ l .  T , i t t l f .  hg ' I t l c ,  a l l  1 1,cur :C i ts  I 
s i g n e d  up for h a v e  b e e n  or a r e  being l a k e n  a w a y .  

F i t z s i m o r l s  Army M e d i c a l  C rn t e r -  i s  c:u - , - e n t l y  the  r c k , i o n a l  head-- 
q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  m i l  i t a r y  1 1 e ~ t l t h  ral-I. ,ysttbm, s e r v i r t g  1.2 s t a t e s  
h i t h  s t r o r l g  cong re s r ; i nma l  sr~ppc)rt ! o  r3iairl T ' i t z s i r ~ ~ c l n s .  Tht. 
h o s p i t a l  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  a l l  l e v e l s  { I  ' h e a l  i l l  c a r e  4 e o v e r  350,flOO 
h e n c . f i c i a r i e s  from t h i s  aroir .  M ( ~ x t  - ~ ~ r r ~ t B y ,  F i t ) :  irnciris  ol~cxled 
t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f  Servicr r u ~ l l e r ,  a 2 9  -bed u n i t  d e s  igi1t.d tc> c k a l u -  
a t e  v e t e r a n s  w i t h  syinpttirns o f  what i ;  rlnw r a l l e d  C i ~ l f  War 
Syntirome . 
T n  addi  t ior-t, F i  t z s i l i i o ~ ~ s  s c r t / e s  t h e  D1:nver communii:r a s  a t l  a i r l i r rg  
f a c i l i t y  f 8 ) r  t h e  T J n i v e r s i i y  o f  C n l o r i ~ l o  IIc;.rlth S c i r n c - c s  and 
IJrnvt:r Ger le ra l  Hospital . 111 f a c t ,  F i  tz:;iair~:is prcib 'des  t r a i n i n g  
s l o t s  f o r  30 ~ r e r c c ~ n l  o f  t h e  gr aduatc.3 i l r ~ i l i r  ;ill schot 1 stuc1c:nt s i l l  



t l ir  a i  c a .  C l o s i n g  F i t z s  irnori:, uiotiltl r oli 1,f l i .  Ar-trry t;f t h i s  
impor tan t  :iourc<. o f  c ~ l t  t i~ig--t:dge 111ct1 ' c a l  t rairi ir ig snd \-c>uld 
s e r i o u s l y  dep1t:te t h e  r a n k s  of pllys i c  i a n s .  t r a i n e d  t o  cleal w i l l - 1  
c-rncrgcnc-S; m i l i t a r y  m e d i i a l  s i t u a t i u t i : ,  r ~ n c l  1-katflef ? r ~ t  condi t ic : r l s .  

A l so ,  $ 3 8  111; l l  i o n  i t )  c o n s t r r ~ c t i o n  prc+ j e c l  c. were rc>:eritly 
r-or~iyrl t.trr-l o r  ,!rr: i l i  p r o g r e s s .  T H  f: ict ,  ;!-, r ~ c - e r l t '  J; ~ 3 , : ;  : Iugl~st  
1994,  t h e  Army was 1,lanriing on b u i l d i r l g  ;I ncw 2 2 5  'rjed h o s p i t a l  a t  
r i t z s i r u c ~ n s .  Cnngr r ; s s  had approvr:til $ 9 2 0  i r~i l l lc t r l  f : l r  t h e  new 
h o s p i t a l  becaust: of  s t r o n g  j u s t  i  f i c a t  ion  ,l.r!t.I miss  )n v s s e n t  i a l  i t y  
1,rovidc.d Ely t h c  L l ~ - m k .  I l u s  c t~ei ld  thrl j i r s t i f i c a t i o r ~  f o r  tlri:; riev 
f a c i  1  i  t y  have t l isdg~pearct l  i r ~  a  ma t t c :~  c)f ( L  f r l w  mo11111s7? 

T t t  1991 ,  rill exhcl.rrxt i v e  stlrdy c:onc'l ur! id t t i  Arrrry c i l ~ l ~ f  save ail 

e s t i m a t e d  $32 m i l l i o n  a y e a r  by c a r i n g  f o r '  m i l i t a ~ y  p a t i e n t s  and 
u t h e r  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  a t  F i  tzsimon:, , ~ r i ~  o y ~ ~ c l s e d  to ~ l t~ r -chas i r ig  t h a t  
c a r e  f r o m  o u t s i d e  p r o v i d e r s .  The: s 1 , ~ i J y  cc,lncluded " O v e r a l l ,  i t  i s  
chctaj~(.r t o  p r o v i d c  f o r  n g i v e n  i i n i ~ ~ i t l t  of viurklijail  .jt FAMC t h a n  i t  
i s  t o  p u r c h a s e  i t  from t h c  c i v i l j a r l  2ec toc  t l ~ r o u g l ,  thk: CFIAMFIJS 
p rag raru. " 

ritr;.;inic,ris' l o c a t i o r i  o n  t h e  105tli  m r r i d i a ~ l  ~ o l ~ l t i  :allovd i t  t t ~  p l a y  
t h e  key r o l e  iri telemr(1i c i n r .  Tclc . ln -~ l i c i~~ i :  i s  tht f u t u r e  o f  
i l i i l i t a r y  medicinr: and h a s  tr,tl-itlolckgi i1 al:plic:aticixl iri t h e  
f o I  10wi11g V V ~ Y S :   elect^-o11;c "clog tat; ," ~ c : r s o n n e l  s t a t u s  n~iit t i t t jr-  
i n g ,  arid t c - l e p r e s e r ~ c e  s u r g e r y .  Thcq, 1la-v~. b e e n  tc *;tt:cl and nre  
110w 9r~fthrr to i r s  "Rt:orote c 7 2  i r i icnl  ? )rfnn\u~r i c a l  ion:  S y s  t c m  
(RCC'S) ." RCCS i s  a s t a t c - o f - t h e - a r t  . l  i n i c a l  c o n : u l t ; r t i o n  s y s t e m  
ahii:lt provitlcls t h e  f i c . l d  physician t - & .  a F i  l i  t y  t o  :;end by s a t e l -  
l i t c  o r  r e g u l a r  tc:lephone s c r v i c c . ~  t&o-way v o i c e ,  r a c s i m j l e  and 
h igh- reso l i l t  ion ciligi t a 1  images f r o r n  l i l y  l o r a t i o n  v o r l d w i d e  t o  a  
medica l  c e n t r r .  RCCS e n a b l e s  :-t p h y ~ ,  i1:ian a t  a reniote l o c a t i o n  t o  
c o n s u l t  w i t h  a  p l ~ y s i c i a n  a t  a ntc.d;cs,r l c.r.[~Ct;r and r 1)tnirr ckxpert 
a d v i c e  on management o f  c r i t i c a l  o r  isriusual ca ses .  T t  p r o v i d e s  a  
ter.atls t o  augrnc.nt tlrt; rrlcxct i 1-al staff t u  P t l l r :  tlepl o y c . ~ '  hospi  t a  1 and 
improve t h e  hi611 q u a l i t y  t r f  (-:Ire a l r  2,idy available tt, o u r  
s o l d i e r s .  Bccause of l o t - a t  i u t l  i n  tlae h u r r ~ ~ a  a r e a ,  W P  have t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y  t o  communicate s i m u l t a n e o i ~ - s l y  w i t h  t h e  European and 
t h e  P a c i f i c  R i m  w i t h  a s i n g l c  satellite u p l i n k  t o  n geosynchro-  
nous o r b i t i n g  communicat ions s a t e 1  1 i be. T h i s  a b i l  i t y  would 
compl, iment o u r  Defr:nsra goa l  o f  b e i n g  , ~ b l c  t t ~  scrppt r-t two g l o b a l  
c o n f l i c t s  s i m u l t a n e r ~ u s l y .  & o t h e r  ~o.dic-al  f a c i l i j p  can 
dupl  i c a t c  t h i s  c a p a b i l i t y .  

I f  W a l t e r  Reed Army Metlira1 r e n t e r  bilxre c l o s e d  i n  I h e  Washii.,gtr~n 
DC a r c a ,  t h a t  a r e a  would s t i l l  havt: . a n  c x c . e s s  of  l c d  s p a c e s  clue 
t o  t h e  riumher of u t h e r  m i l i t a r y  h o s p * + . a l s  ; i va i l ah lc . ,  i . e . ,  
netllc-sda Naval Nospi t a l  and Pewi t  t A ; I I I I ~  Bc*.';pital a t  F o r t  B c l v o i r ,  
< i s  w e l l  a s  c l  i n i c s  a t  Andrew\ AFD, R t , '  l i n g  APR, arc' s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
mi1 i t ; i r y  f ; ~ c i I i  t I y s .  Retiroes woutc! liavc n(cc l i ta1  *+.I-\ icr.s avail-- 
a b l e  i n  t h e  a r e a  i f  Wal t e r  R e e d  Army Medical  Centcr   re c l o s e d .  



T f  F o r t  Sail1 I I i , ~ i s l  or)  Piie1-e 1 ;)st:il i n  I l f f c -  S;r,; A n t  o ~ l i ~ t ,  Ti :<;is 2.arel, 
Ihnt  a r e a  would s t i l l  I!:~vc a r k  : s ' ,  t l ,-cl Li'acc t3e c-arrsc: ~ t f  t l ~ c  
l iugc Wi l fosc j  I Ia l  1 liclqpl t.31 a t  I,ack!;tr4 S 'tT'F. Ma,jcs C l  i n i c 5  arc> 
: ~ l s u  avai laVjl<-  a t  ot!lrr  11111 i t . l A y  fa( : ' !  X i  i * ~  t.16 * a i t t s a ,  i e c \ .  , 

?-I Rarldolph AFB, Rrotrks, T!t-114 AFB, l t i t l l  M t . i f ; , i t  ~ e t i r e e s  w c r ~ l d  
? ( I ?  r !  c v  . a ,  1 1 1  f ! v 4 :  i f F c ~  ' f  S;tfii H < r ~ . ~ b f  0 1 1  

Army 1 l u s p i t : i l  ~c>rt :  C I O S C ~ .  

A c  you kriow, we :+re present l j  nh: ;o~- l , ;  ~ l t ,  t Fte , Itrxrl of  1,ow r y  .ITPI, 
. r l ) l , l  < , x i o ~ a l t . l ~ .  t w 1 1  11ri l c  , c ~ i i ~ t l l * ~ i ~ ' ~ ; 1 .  o f  F i t  i ;1!111115. I E L  I ~ : C C ~ I L ~  

y e a r , - ,  the a c t  i v  i t i r s  dt Rr,ckj F4oiin: ' l i i r  ? , c k  1.n :l I I , ~  $ 6 -  I r i b c : ~ ~  t r . e - t ~ i  - . . 
1 1  ts wc 1 I ~ 1 . .  t l i i  higrli Cicar~ t  C ! L P V . I ~ S  I , ; I  lftg o f  i l t t  Dt ~ , ~ i r t i n r - - l i t  o f  
r r l t - r r ; ~  r-a>mplc-., .it Rocky F1.21:, . '=Ye. un r l i  rst;r.ncl "kc g u < i l  \rf . . n .  
l ] I~!ki l -  g L ~ Z A  f l  C\ 1 1 1 ; :  i t z l r y ,  I - 1 1 1 1 .  I?, t . r  t 1 t i  - in;c:rrs i ' v3 , t , i  t t $ j i  t h ~ a  
lief-1 s of  L u w r y  dnd l ; ie  Arser~al  i:, m r ~ i  c I f i d  t r  t~crr f , ~  i r share. 

Fl(.as.,r : i i  2 -  4 t i  X r n t r  P4C~cjic;\' Cr1, tc . r .  for t h c  
1jcrre.f i t o f  s o  nlarmy vahl.r.rr-blls :tnc! c E ~ - l ~ t  r . . l i  trt ,- 11, th I : 1 1 -,I . l i t -  t s * i  * 



?,$5; Ir 'Jt . i l~j i f i  I,. Y t c . c . 1 t .  
F,i;>.;:. R e a l  ignnrt:rll r i r - i t ?  fl(t:-,:rr-e Coti!ni;::5;it:,lrl 
l n ? P  N. l -? " ror j rc .  S t . .  ,. - 
L: i t  I t !: 1 -1 2 5 

l l j ? ; t c , r !  IT), 22'202 

Dear Ms S t e e l e ,  

T 
r st.tie-t:ii f rom t . 1 1 ~  ' i J r i i l ~ : . I  SI-.;rit:s , 4 i . i  T ~ ~ c t r  i n  I"? a r i d  se t l . l i - :d  ill . . 
A k ~ i ~ * . ~ f . ; 2  C < ~ ? < ~ ) i  ;,id<> b i > ~ + a ~ : < t : .  f.!.t<: 1 ' l j . f i : :  $ t i t i  t y  : . f  T L ti<: ~ ~ ; I ( . ? I L ~  ?Li t i i j  

h I ~ ; ? i c ; : ~ l  =I t :~e f : i . r~  ;.iild tny v_?l l .s i ibi l i t .y .  \%'Ix v ~ i ? i ~ t .  t11cut1gt t 11~  ~ ; I O : ; L I I ~ ~  :.;f 
T:Ovirj. : d % i ~  To rcc  ; ~ c ~ d  th!? I . . ~ : % s  t $ f  < , i : ; ~ i ~ i j ; ~ ~ > t ~ - >  211 :,! t .> ;  ~ , : l ~ ~ i i g ( ~  
services. Whilt? c-~s:~tnrEs:;;~.i-ji and  e>ii:l.~;-tltgc. :.c:rvices ilrt: avrti l ti?>! c: 
, , th<? f a c - i l  8.l.i' c,';-, ~ i - & ~ . ~ l ~ d  ~ : < L : ; , ; ~ , $ c  c j f  tI)(: 
1 argt: 11t:n:hcr oT n i i  1 i trln-y s t l i  i i - i t r : ~  \ , i ; . ] i i )  r e s  ~: IP  ; $ 1  t i  Dr.ij~,icr a r e a .  
I t . d t t . , y :  T ?.lit . .  ?, ,:-{j iy ~ t d ; ~ ~ ~ l ; s  t<: ,, lets:. ~ ~ t ~ . : < { ~ ! ~ t , > : j : ;  )j:-iik;; &fc:tJi,:; i7 T:.:rjt,c$r :-3-1i<1 

e : ]  i ! i i i f j ; j t ( !  ; . L C , C { > S S  t.0 l i \ t . : : ! i t 7 ; < ? ,  ~ x : > ! f i ~ ~ l . ~ : ; : ~ : ~ j - > ~ 9  arid *.'.: * . " . .  .1.2i'~ge 
y (. '.,T (' f.! :< . 

T t  i c ;  u t t e j - l j ,  :inrnz i l l ( . .  ~ ; i y  $hi- t - , , " . : ~ r - ; ~ ~ 1 ~ . .  , - r g - c :  trr .. i t , ; , ?  a f  ti.:r 
1 ,  k g  ; i c i i i ! n t  l ~ y .  i ; ,I  i ' ! I  1 g J  ! I t o  
3 :  t c l  i t  I t  i :; t n c t a y ,  .:rid tl!c.y ' i  1-c: I i ~ i i i t ? ~ !  t h e  - 4 . !T1hprk T ~ u l i . : l _ : . ~ !  !.ht. T ! - ; t . r . ,  7 : ; i t l i t . < !  ; r  : ' < , l $ t i -a i : t  
w I ~ i i . ? i  c : o i i I  -? jir,t I-, l ~ ~ - : ~ t l ~ : p r ~ 9  1:111:  I ; ( * @  F i t ~ c t  !,ht: G ~ ) \ T ~ < : . ? I ; ~ ; ~ ~ Q $  ?,rt.::i$.ii-ig 

T - i !,, i . : ;~~- t  5 , ; f  !-?ic: l-j,4r,:a, - ' ii.1 . tf-1 (> -' : f , ' . ? ; - , ;:!,l j t?.,). 1;; . . , . -  p s  i I 
signed up f o r  have been  o r  a r e  b e i n g  taker!  away .  

Fitzsimons A r m y  Medical C e ~ ~ i c . . ~  i I l l i c  i c L i ( j i ~ l t l  head- 
quarters of  t h e  m i l  ; : , t ry hc:~!!.l~ t s f  r v i i g  1 1  s t a t e s  
s i t h  strong congx e s s  i i ~ t t a l  - 1 :  t t r t i  I t ,  i I I .  T h e  
h o s p i  t a t  I -  t ~ :  111 ! t . j t \ I ,  :ti' j t t . ,  l t h  c 9 f r  . : ( I  ~;i . -er  aSO,rjiri8 

4 1. b c n t . f ;  i ; l r  i c s  f 1 c,rli t : ~  l: t i .  MI;.,!. $ : i a $ - t  i y r 9  T i  -. i i i k  !rls o i ~ c r ~ c  d 
ijkt: pC?r-~idrj G k i l  f S t > i - v i C e  T ~ I I ~ : ~ I  , d 2'' 1 1 6  ( 1  kill; t d * - 5  i L ~ ~ i x x j  t % ~  C V ~ X ~ ~ I -  

i t i 1 I f I t  I i t o > v .  I a l l  :J C 1 f K 1 , L L  
I" 
h) l i d  x $ > : , i , ,  . 



1 .  T ,  : " " I  , t r ,  $ 6  " , < 3 , 2 ,  : ? 11 r &'.: t ' 1 , < B ,  c,  ,,:> 

estimated $32 ~l~illion 'L year Iry ( z r i  2s Tc mil It,,tj patients and 
otb i - i -  b < : n r * f i c . i : r r i i L s  < ~ t  T ; I z . ; i r i i ~ t ~ > ,  . , O I J ~ - : I . ~  ! . t i  i i lr~'(51a;ririg Ihnt  
c-:lrt. f rrlira ~ ) u t s  id:. pr.)\ icter,. . Tkp ! 1 I 4 1 1  i t  .I.* 
( - l i ~ . ~ t ~ > t  r t t ,  p g A o \  i t ! < ,  f c r  :I L i  , ( b ~ ~  ~ * m : ) i t  , t  g t ?  \ , o rk : ?  ( 1  ~ $ 1  1 YAkMC' 1 I I ~ J I ~  i t  
iCi lt) t I > , A S C  i t  f 3  ( a i i i  f I I P  i 1 :as] ) t  di): 4 1 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 ; l  t h <  C'Il$.FtfFlTF 

4 L - 4 f l k .  I' 

Ti f z:; i111ui;s ' I t ~ t , : : ~ t  i \ ~ i !  o r 1  lht; 1 R F t I !  t i d  i 3 1 k  ~ ~ ~ , u I t : l  2 1 1 ) ~ ~  i t  t o  j:: ..i.y 
i :  1 ;  i t 2  : :  T . l t ; . r r ; . : 1 I :  i . : . : ,  1 s  f l : .  ~ ~ ~ f . L ~ ~ ~ ~ :  cgi' 

1 ;  1 i t  i t :  1 :  : I  I . :  t j 3 < ,  ; ' t i  i t h e  
P I ! ) !  1 isw iiig ~ ; : y . . ; :  E l  (~<:l r < t ~ : i  <:: ' ' < 1 < 3 ~  1 , : t ~  ;, " 1 , ~  . . , , > j ~ ~ ~ < : l  :,{:!ti!;:; l f j i > f ~  i 1 0 p -  

;i.j.j~:l t f 2 1 L  ~ ; i ~ < v ~ ~ t ~ ~ , i t ~ c : ,   it^^;!^^^^ 0 ~ ? t i ~ : - : ~  . .- ~ p ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~  t:, : ,tt%:.j  ?ifii.j :-.i<<; 

i , r i r i  , , ! 4 , :  : < . ;  ; . t;.*- l i s L f i  
. . d ' (?rcn) . I' TfC? ! . .- . a ~ 1 . ~ t ~ - - ~ j f . - - : . l i ~ : - - ; : i : ~  . - I  i 1 : j  . . - I  i . l . i r i* .  ! , I  t , - ! t ; ( , rI  + - ; i : . . { F y i i  

t - . , ? i i  6-.li i : ; ~ ; f 4 y  , <!:~~<- . , [ : { . I d  p l t ~ t ; i t . : i ; i : ~  l i] i i  s l j j l  i t 5  I(, : , i : ; ?  by > . c r i < . ]  .- 

I c : g , ,  . i - -  ; , : ' ; I ~ : ~  l n l i  I e .  :.!ti<! 
1 . 1 .  

1 " :  : I  t t  i i . i .  3 y . < I  ; , 1 : .  . . L . . 
l > !  : i t  K C  ; . 1 ;  t ; %"1 ; i-b :, ! .$t<. 1 *.la: i c , r l  t,.! . . t - . b f : z - : \ ~ j  < * 4 ,  : i :  , : : ' < ;  ji.fi<{ i j i tc t  l;: < : T , ~ I c : ~  : 

* . ; <  Jsi l . -L ;  ! , L  ;:.:+; * T t i?;.,).,,,j ;It-.:; :j. .:ij.!\~,i~:c f > i i  tiiiiliagei~kerjt ~1.f t:rif:;t,:,~! c ~ i -  ! , , , . < -  

j :  ' s ' j  :: f - t ,  , , ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ < ~ [ i ~  ~ T I P  ! I $ . . ~ ?  i is: : *  :::!;: y r  < t 8 ' .  f,lb:.: <!<-:I?? < ! ~ ~ i + : < l  l j < # ~ ~ ~ i  t t ' c :  ; j ; i z ?  

: ;-' i j >vs 4 L { . J b ( - -  j i j G ' l  : , ~ ? ~ : t . ~ ~ t - ~  o f  $, . ; ! - : .  ; t . ? r ,L ' : ( - l y  ;:-,-;lj.j>.l:,!, A t !  : t : ; ;  

. 4 1  - < ~ ; ! . ' i ( - i  ! ? ,  ~ L ~ G .  :: < ; f  I i j ;  c ~ t .  , . c : . i >  i ~ i  i i i  ? L ~ t i - ~ , s  'i , , i i . < , : ~ ,  LV<: ?ii-iV c t t i ~  
capabi 1 i ty to communicate s imul i . , l r r i : t ~ ~ ~ - I  a. i i l k  f . l r i '  r:iiroj~ean arid 
!.he Pacific Rim w i t f l  2; sifii::t, .c: r t r s l !  " l i8  - . : i s !  ',i$: I. , t;t:c~~yrlcllro.-- 
rrous orbiting c:urnmr.lr!ii::+ti.~:i:; - - , - - r f . # . 1 i J  . .  T1iI . .  . ~ l - l ; l t y  tvoulcl 
1 0 1  . ; ; I :  1 ; -  -, t ' ; I  --iti'z;. ;, I. g l o l ) a l  

4 1 : i t ,  . j : . .  3 . , ; .  : .  , r.-z.-i  1 l : ... . : < l r l  -- -- - -- - 
:!J;>I ; <  ;.:tt.: + - : i :  - ,' p;:,?:j ! j t v .  -- 



lj< J . . t :  k f l c j i r $ ,  lT{t: 2 1 ~ ~  t ,  i ~ ~ t ? ~ ~ ? ; i I l y  : - i ? > : . < ; ; ~ l ~ ~ ; ~ g  I-!;,,.. : ; I < ~ S L I I  *: :nT L<I\vI->  ?*FE9 
; ~ j ~ p r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; t , l . v l j  t % . -  111 i 1 c. :, 3 t j \.I li V; t 3 t 5 i t 7 : . ~t :o . -r i L r.  f: C. L; i I I- 

c: ;i I- 5 , t 11 t.; at.: 4. i (.J i t j 5.; 5 :t t Fij ! :Ly  T v f t - s ~ ~  TL ! 3 i rt  A 1:. ;> ~ 1 i i - i  1 1%: -: $ ,  t: f i  ?. L> j -- 
i ~ , \ t ( . t P  a s  w i . ~ l  1 a s  t f ie  :-; i g n i  f i :  . i . i i t .  ;.li?h . ; ;  i J: i i i ;  r i f  Iht  T>~s i , a i . I , ~ ( . i~ t  v," 

( 1  : : Vri- i j -  <!i)dr.r .<f;rnd i ) le  gcjnl : i f  
. . v .  

t''{fik/t!?<! / z i t ? "  I,]!*. i f i :  : !ut$[ 'yl  '')[ti, 11 :  sfti ,La, 2 ?.,',.- ~ ~ ? j : ~ i ~ : ~  i, ' s t  ::{.{: ( s t i  t:!if 
1 1  f i ce l s  of Lowry and ~ l t e  A P ' s ~ L I ~ ~  IS liii.lC:f f l i i l i k  oilr f i  Tf S ~ L ~ L . C .  



'I 5 I! - D:, i i 5 Gr.nc.rzi1 (Rr't) 
E;rsc. Real i g n r ~ ~ ~ r ~ t  nil:! Cl oserl-e C'csmnti ::* i CJn 
1700 '4. tiJc,': r ti S t .  
S ? i i t t .  1425 
,' t 1 i 11:: t o n  V,? 222113 

Dl x l  Criici-a1 Davis ,  

Rcrjuest j . > < j r  c o n s i d ~ r a t  i o r i  ; a n c J ,  1 1 0 ~ : ~ ~  TIJI I : J ,  i l i i  t  i r t i~-i' I * )  I-c-movck 
T?f; . . iu ,c!rr .  l ? c r i ' >  ?I?l . t l i<-~l  C t r ~ t t > t  f r o n ~  : I l c  , i s (  o ~ ~ t m ~ i t i !  - ( I  ALIIQ :l*-isu[cA 
l i s t ,  

T r r t i r c . d  fro111 l ! l e  l T : ~ i i t l r J  S t a t e s  , h l r  T s t r - c - , '  i l l  137'; arltl .ii.ttlccj irl 
A l l  r ( j r ; \ ,  C O I  c ~ r a i l i ~  Ir:*i-a~ls:~ ( i f  I j31 < >  :t41i l l  t , f  ri 1 ;/* . ~ I ~ ~ O O S  Ar~riy 
V:'r.dical C'tbnter acid tny t ' l i sabi l  i t y  . W:. ar.ri1 t h r n r r ~ "  t12i r l o s n r  t- of  
T oa i-y h i r .  For c c  E;lsv  arirl t h r .  I C I S . . ,  c j  ;P ~.i91nnr i x s a l - y  :+.IT l c~xchange  
> ~ r v i c . e s .  W f l i i l r :  ~ommissary  and t ' ~ ~ l t i ~ r i ~ ~  pi-; ~ C C S  I I  C. ava i  1aT)lc 
i i i ,  1 i i  1 t i  , o r  ~ F I C  
I r l r  ~t ~tilmhrr c ~ f  1 u i 1  i t a r y  r e t i r ee : ,  w i ) i ,  I ~ ~ , i [ I t -  i i i  tit: Di>17\ t*r ~ t r e ~ .  

the Arrrty wur~ts ~ l t i i r  F i t , < - > i i i )  ar15 i j i l i ~ ~  M t \ d i i , l l  p r  t ~ t f l ~  aiktl 
t.1 i'nlir~rztv my ac.i-tkss t o  ratld i ( : i t ?  , rirnn;i c s : t r j  , artd rA  - 1 1 ~ t l i ; c '  

- . r l - v i c - c s .  

I t  i i t  1  i i i  t  w 1 t i - , r f , .  <\r<\  t ~ c  ,itr 'd 21f tc'r 
:,cJr\' irtg t l l i  i r c-our~t r y .  Thr>J d f  q b  1 l i e  v,!io gaXx7t t11t. ~ I I C ~ ~ , ~ .  t . ~ ;  
rriak-p t h i s  r o u t i t r y  ~ l l c + t  i t  l i  t o t l a y ,  t1li.y ,!lr: 1 -ca lc ic l  t l!t* 
i 6 0 r s t .  Whop T ~r ! l i s t c ) l l  i r :  t l \c  T ' ; t - l - c  , T sigtiec' n c o n t r a c t  
wh i i l i  r ( , ( I  1 : f  r l n t  l ~ e  I ~ r o k e n ,  h i 1 1  ncrt% T p i  r ; ~ ?  t h e  Gc3ve - r l l l l r  r r l  :_ti.-e::ik i ng 
i t : .  l>?rt  c i T  f F l ( ,  ?a~.irg:iEl\. T i f t l c '  I)&' ! i t  , : 1 t t ( * ~ , ~ f i f ~  I 
signed up for  have been o r  a r e  b e i n g  t aken  away. 

F i  t z s  imcjns Army Medi r a l  C e l l l e t -  i s : - t i  - t  clnt 1 y t l i e  rr c ,  icrtial head- 
q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  m i  I i tar-y 1;e;il i h  {-arc. :,> - ; t c b ~ ~ ,  s c . r v j  rrg J 4 s t a t e s  
w i t 1 1  s t r o n g  c-ongress ior~al  s ~ ~ p p ~ ~ r t  l u c k  1- r ta io  F i t z ~ . i r . t o n s .  T11e 
h o s p i t a l  i s  ::ritic:al to a l l  l(:vcls % + ; "  F>t.alih (-:rrtb f u  o v c r  ?50,0(ifl 
lbcnef i c i a r i  t.q f rout tf_t i ..* a r  <)a. W i t s f  . I - c - t - r l t  l j  , F i  t / :  imtlri* c r p c r ~ c s t l  
!he l'*brsiar~ G u l f  S c r v i  ( t- Ceritvr, 2'; 1,c.d ~ i n i  ?. t l 6 . \  i g n c d  t o  eval  !I--  

i-~tr. v v t c r ~ t r t r  w i t h  syol~l l~rrris  o f  uha l  i:, n o w  c c i ! 1 c . i ?  C t I f  War 
Syrjtf rome . 
1 1 1  zrdtfi t i o n ,  F i  tzsinzol.rs scarvc.s  the. Dt 1ive.t- c onlmrrr~i t j  3 1  a t r ; i in ing 
f a c i l i t y  f o r  t h e  U t 1 i v r . r ~  i t >  v f  Colcrr < l o  flt.r-tl t h  Sc-i  r ~ c  arid 
Jlc.nver CI:xri~rl-rl Hospi t a l  . T r i  f a c t ,  F i  t z s i m i  ils ;)rf,viclex t ra i r l i t ig  
s l o t  5 for 7 0  perr-cxnt o f  I lee gr : a t l t i : i t c  u4t.tf ! I - , r l  I !  I S  ; I )  



t.hc.: a f  ::.*. ? I  ( 3 ;  T i t ; < ? ;  i ~ i i c . % ; . t : ,  ? y ! g ~ i l ~ !  ; ;?: I. I I ~ :  i l r ~ i i ~ ~  ~. r 4.11i  s . . 
irnl:kor-lalit sr ; !dt - r 'e  o f  c u t  t ir ig--adge nietll ' ,:a1 t 1 . i ~  r i ~  : i.<.g\ild . . 
i i e i7 ic ) i i . ; l j ;  r l r i p l r ? t c  the- ?-anks  of i>ltl:.;  i ,:.. i i l h ~  l,ritiilt-l! 11 ,  ,ftta! 5 . i  t h  

. 1 -  
I . ~  i - y  ? : i i t a a t j i ; r ! : :  a r i c l  ! ~ i \ t l . l i . f r i  i l l  t : o f s f ? i t . i c . ~ r l : ; .  

T ~ )  l ( ? ' ? f l  $1 i I 1 ,  ) ' 1 t i i i C , J  f -  , ! ~ :  - , 4 \ *  , + I !  

e s t i m a t e d  $ 3 2  m i l l i o n  a  y e a r  b y  c a r i j ~ g  in:. militarj p a t i e n t s  and  
t i d ? ? . . r -  lltsnrf i c i n r i e s  a t   fit^:, i n , l , r i i ,  :, ; c ) p ~ ' :  . ( - ( I  t o  I st l ; a \ i r ~ g  t h a t  
r'dirtx f rcjirl r r t l t ~  i d s :  ~ ) r ~ ) v i d e r s  . The- $ - t  1113' i ~ * t i ~ l  trdrrl ' ' O v c r ~ ~ l  1 , i t  ic.. 
c 1 < <  f t 1 , 1 , g *  : t i  f \ , : r'12?F!t f-tl:tl? ; f 
i 1 s -  i t  I I t  I % i l . , i  i l ~ r c ~ r t ~ r  ' I : :  r7T12'3T'T:? 

1 ,  
; > i  t , L ?  t * !  

T i  t *, % i i n o r ~ . .  l o t -  tt i o ~ j  4 l i t ,  ? 8.5tll I ~ I ~ * I - :  (1 i * ~ r t  w o t ~ l d  1 ~1~~ L t t o  
f I t . .  t ,c> rl I . i !  (1 i i rkc T i c I c r t  l I ( . i r t t  i c  d l  T t l t l r t *  c r  

i l i i  1 i 1 ~ 1 1 t . t I i  (. i ~ l t \  I - I , ~  lt i < .  t r > < - l l r ~ f > l  - t l  6~ibis1 i t  , s t  i $ 1  i i  ~ I I V  
1 1 i t L  ; : T I  $ ' I .  t r i:[. : <lo2 4 : t i>  . " ~i : , I F C  1 t a t  t ! : ~  m(41i i  t,,i 

I 1 i t  -- , i l rser j  , T h t * ~ ,  1 1 t 2 ~ 3 g b  I t + a r id  c i x  t 

x - ; I  ? i l ' ~ ~ - ~ i t , l ~ ~  ' 7 j i , l r t d * l  ~ ' ~ ~ p ~ ~ i ~ ! ~  i c < q ? i o i , -  Y h F d i ( - t r i  

(Rff 'r) . " ??"TI; i L ,  c; - 1  r l i :  ~ f - i ! : d - . -  t i  1 1.1 ; , I ; &   tit,\^ ? t . , j t i ~ r ~  ~ j l ~ t ~ n k  
1 ,  1 , i I t .  1 ;  I .  1 i '  f {i I : t  1 ? , J  s a t c l -  

1 i tt. or ~. i i ,u l  ax- t r l  ixlfho11t t i  v i  s f - I ,  , lac :, i ~ i t i  16 zntl 
I -  I i t  ? , I : ,  Icl,---tt ; i j t l  Y I I  ; l I V < ~ C ; ~ C  t a 
rnedir-al cent.:n-. PCCS c r t , r l ~ l t . b  p l ~ > < .  $:i:tn *kt ;I r c t a  ate. l o s a t i o n  t o  
I ?  i f  8 :  i i t  i ' i ? I . ?  1 . . ~ i i ' ~ t  
arlv i ( - t  ! : I %  m i t r l , + : t  IRE ilte i ~ f  - 1  i i i ~ : c ~ I  1 ) f  u s ?  : : Tt 11rt.3~ i d e s  a 

1 ,  I . ! I  I tbi  Ifii d i r  < . : . i f f  < " ~ I ' , C  I t x i b I ~ k ~  v ' c !  I i , , > ~ t i  4 ?,-I it~kd 
> ' 1 - 1  t p . ? I  ? I )  ci~J1-  

s o i J i e r  s .  C ~ \ c a u . - ,  ..f I.<L :it :,*rL i t 1  ? I  . I  t l c a ,  \ tt-  f i a v , ~  t!:,, 
c a p a b i l i t y  t o  commurlicate s imu l t anec~ l ! - ; i y  wj th t h e  European  and 
t h e  P a c i f i c  Rim w i t h  a s i n g l e  , ; a t c l ?  i I k + .  g ( : ( ~ s ~ - n c h r o -  
nous  orbit i11g cornmur~irat  ion.., <-atc.1 1 i " & . .  Tli is c t l b ;  1 i t y  would 
cornpl inlent o u r  Deft i l s ~  g o a l  ctf ) t i -  i rig ' ~ ? , l  t. 1 f )  ; . ~ t j ~ p !  6 t ~ W C )  glolinl 
corif 1 i c t  :; s i rnul tar l i -<) \ IS I: . -- t:~) -- btlic: . : ~ ~ d i c , ~  1 i' i t , i  1 I j l  a 
di11.11 icatc( '  t h i s  c a i ~ a i ~ i l  i i y .  

T T  W , i l  l el- R ~ e d  Arm;. Mc-r!ls*cil pt i l l  6';- T . 1 . i . r  ( I =,seil  ~ I I  I l i ~  V a s h i r i g t o ~ l  
DC :J I - C ~ ?  t h a t  a r c  :i j j t : t ~ I < I  *<t  * 11 ? I : X V ~ ~  : i j i  < ,:c <a,;:< $1: 1 LI k i > ? I i * t ' \  \ I~JC> 
f 4 f I r of  I -  i ? i f r y  1 1 1 s v i 1 , i . c .  , 
Vctl~c.scl:+ ?Java1 FTn6.ltit,nl anr l  Pr\nifS, ; \ i l c t ;  !If.-,jiil;.rl ::I T : ) s t  R .  I b i ~ i r - ,  

4s vt.c.ll a c  r : l in ic \  a t  ; i : ( t rr- :~> A F R ,  T'v171iric .+.FB, ~ t f > s c v e r a l  ot1it.r 
n i ; l  i f  : t r j  i vtsb ire- . : ,  y , : , rg l  1 1 ; t ?  r t  t:ir.dic :I: t.; t f i c t .  :, ;ii7::i1-- 
;?1 iI  - %  i r i  the? < t r c c i  i f  V c i l  tc r T ? t ~ ~ : l  ,'it-c);, 'J{-tl i % ~1 pen1 I w+i-e ( - ?  , ) < : ~ < 1  





. . FADM ( I? ,  1) C,'itJ <\ni  i :: r. k ~ i t 1 1 t ~ v ~ , i  

pc31 i&l$;l!, all<! r j  C ~ S U I - L '  C<)~~ii;ki b:, ' 

7 J '! 2 ;  , S t .  
S i i i Z c l  1525 
41-1 i t i g !  V h  23.3,1>3 

T t  i c ,  t ! t l ( s r l y  : ir~1;~7l irg  fhc. w . - ? ~ .  a l l 6  , 6 ' . 3 r a i l :  I -  t t 1, I . ~ f i (  r 
m 1 . i t i i i t .  1 i i L t i  I I I C >  t i  . . i h c  r\\osi 1 :) 

riinkc' t h  i - .~ir ! ' I  I-J ~ ! i ; ~ t  r s  ? t r t l : ~ y  t n d  t l i .  5 &II-P ? 1 <>:%I P C I  $ I z L  
T .  

t i  i t .  I T : i t :  i ~ !  ' l i t  :ti i rt.8 C - c ' ,  I s t ~ ~ i t ~ '  *+ 6 : , T E ~ &  4~ f 
ut!i i , . ' I  c : c , ~ l d  j l r j t  ? *  '*:- ;l.q.:f I l t 1 t  81ttpJ f ' i r l , j  ''1,) p t : a ,  t *1i1leg1f" <-  +.t 1 t J e  

f : l '  I ?  ? 7 " f 4 1 L  :gj ' ! 1 1 I.: ; , c f i t . ,  T 
5ig11ed up f o r  have been or- are 11eirlg lakerr away .  

P i t z s i m o t ~ s  A r m y  Meditsl Cf 1 1 1 ~ 1  i t -  1 f k r .  i - 1  t i ; > l ~ ; ~ l  bi.;td 
quarters c > f  t he  m i l ;  tnl-5, 1lc;tltfi ( g i ~  b ! , ,  , - ? I i.2-,tt(~:; . v 
V C ~  t l l  ~ t ~ . r ~ l i &  ( -t ,ngrt.~--  i i ) t i c ; l  h ~ t l ~ l i o r  1 f ( r  , ( i t i t i 7  T11t,' 
f-iospi t t i 1  i s  c-rj tic:al l o  ' >  v c l s  o! '  l ~ ~ ~ ~ . l ? l i  c - \ r c 3  4 ~ >  I : - ~ c ~ I  c Y C > f i f l P  
i-renciic i ( z i  i c x  froru f11I , ?d( t - - t  I : ( - 5  n t  1 )  , T i  ?-, - : ; I L ~ , I I > ,  o p c r 1 < \ : 3  

.cI < l l lc P r r s i a r l  G i l l f  S e r - \ i i ( - c ~  Ct r t t t - I - ,  t I I t t i  f -1- * ' -  u t i $ , ?  f - ~ b  < - \  < i I 1 , i  

< , ? c  teter.itt:s i - , i t h  - ~ i i ~ ! ~ ? l ~ u r l  11f iiSBt:\t i t l . 3  , I?I I~LI C - I f  
Syrit4r orne . 



1 1 , 3 :  1 i ? .  :, t I i I I 1 "t;litr r i i l i j  %avcx nit 

estiruated $32 n l i l l i o r l  a y e a r  b y  c a r i n g  fr)i ] n i l  itary patients and 
o t l i t~ r  benc.f iciarici j h ri t z . i l i t , t i l s ,  ;Y. ~ i ) t ~ t : ~ , , ~ : J  i i ~ k i  r.l~.-,.; i i a g  th:zt 
c a r e  f rum t ) r i i  i i f l :  - \  i s .  T h f ~  . . ; t , s t l>  c.:I~~.-lutletJ ''01,~ t-al 'a , i t  i L, 

t - I I C  r^tlicLr t o  1 '8  c d v i i l e  for -  ,$ ~ i ~ t  r i  ,atriotirl ' i  I ) ?  P - < I  t-:%.lo:ii! . t  TIMr  t h a n  I I 
; ; ti, i iu r  i . l i < i  >i. i t f r-om tht-: , - iv i  il i a > i . ~ , k i , t  t f i ruu&1 C'IIAMPIJS 

1 ) I  t;g1-2il). " 

i t i  t i  1 t i  S t  I I o i l  14:17  it t o  p'hny 
f ? ~ ~  'r L j 1 i 1 I r 7 '  1 i i i -  1 f u . t u r e  irf 
mil i ! .ary  ~ ~ c : c l i r i r i c  < I I ~ I ~  Ii3s t c ~ - l ~ t ~ ~ ~ ? o ~ i  : i l  appl i c c ) t  i a  f i  i r l  t h e  

P f o I l c ~ i ' . i , ~ ~  et\:iys: ~ d l t h c l ~ - ~ ~ [ i ~ ! . -  ' ' c ? < ~ L  ? : t ; , , > "  i , ~ : . , ; t ~ - ~ n ( > l  ?-cj t~is  i ~ t < r ~ i i ~ > ~ - -  
, I r e c  I - .  T!li:., !I .%.\ . (  l ) r c ~ l  t , - f e d  ,irld ar:. 
1 i c ) f i  i i ~ i T < ~ r r : . r l  tij n- ,  " T ? r ~ r l t i r ? ~  r 1  I i Z ~ ~ i i a t t ~  

{Rrr?) . " F C r f  i s  4. :: t.14 i'--nf - f ?I<:-;+ ;-I , t $1 r'oniL 1 t a t  i 6 , r i  .>J '-.t cnj 
J 1 1  1 1 I t r  2 1 , ; :  ; i s  t , t  ,;;j ':> < , , i t , . l -  
I j t r  tjr I - c ~ g u l n r  tt.l:.~~Ilorit ; - - a  i ,  f L a ? : s i m i l t '  a n d  
' t ~ ~ ; f i - - r ~ , ~ , ~ l ~ i $  t I igi!- , t l  ir i ic i sc- : - ,  f ' r tbri~ , f i l l y  l : , c < i t ; o i ~  in[ l t ? w i t l ( >  t o  :j 

1 i I r i'x~tc'r. RCCS t.rtahl 2 yh4 , i <xn < I Z  ~i i - e i ~ ,  tt> 1 o r a l  i o r ~  t o  
a rlris~tlt v i l l ' ;  ;+. l r l t J s i c  i ; r n l  ;it a i l i : * ? i c * . l q  4 t 1 1 4 ,  1 :t:ic.l <,: t C t i ; i  t lLi : A t  
+ P 1 1 f 4 i I S  3 r : : t % t  > .  If. E * I ' i l C  iL I ; ' 5  ;1 

:I>*- i r t . .  t ( t  ; t ~ r g r ~ ~ ~ i f  f h t ,  t ~ i c ~ ~ l  i < ,*I <-. t ;~ f f c t  1' 1 ! i t %  1 ~ ~ 1 > 1 < ~ > 7  L l  liu-,ix i t d l  , t t , t l  

i ~ i ~ i ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ( ~  ! 1 1 ' 3  11 i ~ ' i  i ; t ~ ' ~  1 * f j ~  f < 1 - 8 -  1 : 1 ~  - \ , A  i 1 ah! t. t * )  o : $  
n - 1 1  I . t i  . l i t  i . ~ ~ i c ~ ~ , r  . l i  i i * ,  q t c :  lkcive ttlc 

capability to communicate s-imultat~r~oll~ly # i  t h  the r u r o p e a n  and 
t h e  Pacific Rim with a ~ ; 1 1 p , l q  ;cdtc.11 ; 2 . ugl i t i l .  to ~dosynollro- 
nous orbiting c.omm~~nic;~i^c i c a r ~ h  % n t ~ l  l i f  r 8 .  'Tlil:, .rhi 1 i i y  w o u l d  
compl i n ~ e ~ i t  u u i  D e f c n s r .  godl r r f  I ~ t v  i ;it ~ ~ t : l  t. I t ,  sur,yljt 1 t w c :  g l  ubal 
c:unflicts :;imul t a r i r ~ ) u s l j r .  NI, < , t . h t ? r  P I {  di( :?;  f:t< i l  i &  t -~ i r~  
tlr~plicate t h i s  capalrilit>. 

T P 
1 ,  R'altcr Reed hr~iiy Mtkdii::il C t i i t e r  f i r  , i d  t 1 1  s k . c l  ; i i  111;. Lx'x ,fnlrlgtorl 
Dr a r c ~ t ,  that ar-t>a, w o u l ~ l  $i i l l  lr;r,: , c x - l  u f  1:-:I , , l r , n c L s  c:il, .  

t o  ttic. ~iurntter o f  i i thcr  t , b i  l i f  a r y  lioslr; : * \ I S  . ivai lab1 \ ,  i . t X .  , 
3 e t h t  scla Naval 1 1 0 : ~ ~ ~ i  t t r l  n t ~ J  Pewitt P , i t i 1 3  T!z,;.i t a l  a t  Tor  t X I t - l v , ~ i ;  , 
a s  w e ;  l as  i.1 i l l i cs  < i f  X n r l r c ~ s  AFB, rl 1 1  i l l , ;  ?iFTS, S - J I ~  1 st v r - r  4 1  cltll<%r- 
tui 1 i t 3 1 . y  f:zq i I ; i is.' . ? c , !  i t  t t k s .  ~ ~ o u l t l  "rsvc- , I  c . ~ l i c - s + l  -(,r7 i c  (2s , t v c j  i 1 -  
ci t~l th  i 11 t l l v  3 r a 2 i b  i f 'X:il t cxr T?t.ed Arniy I\cnc.di l;;?l rrsntc. r wrxre c l  o s i - I ? .  



T f  For t S n m  IIliastoil y ~ v e  c t : l . , s i \ d  i n  1 1 1 ~  far!  ? i : i t l t ~ i c  , T c u a 3  ; r-ea, 
1 . i r :  < o l  : t i 1 1 I - f 1 - .  : ?>i.< ,ri ist .  o f  t 1 l ~  

hrigt: Wi l fcjrci Tlnl l 'I!usl>i t a l  ;it I,acli l; i~l:l  AFD , I t1ajr . l  41 i n i c s  a r  t .  

I 1 1  - 1 1  ol11c.r m l l i t , i r g  T , i c . ; l i l ; <  - ; i t  t l i t  ar-ca,  1 " ;  w 3  

i ? , S ,  t , t i  i I ;!,~"Lir,>cs m c j ~ r l l f  
I P I:,,, , medical -. . ice \ , L ~ . , ~ L ? ~ ~ I ~ I ~  i t ,  !'!( CL: 5 d i  i T?,! ., i i i ~  Z ~ : t s , f  

, l i  i:\y T T t ) ~ ~ l > i  t : ~ ]  :br ; - 3 il.;e<j. 



F?, i : j  ! l t I i ~ ? r l j  ; l i l i . 4 ; : j i ~ l ~  ? . T I $ :  t7i,4J' t l i t :  ~ , ' ~ * ' ~ t ~ l - : 3 , S l : ;  : t i .$  t2.t : i t t 2 . :  <,.!t<!f- 
; , i . i . v i i r g  their t . - i , i ~ a ; t < j ~ .  I , .  t i  i 1 1  . t h ~ .  [f i ( , : - ; t  7 . 0  
fi:iktz t l l i ! . ;  i-,t-r\[:it.t-y ~.;?!.1+ i t  i:; ti)~f;.:jy,, . i i lc] tf!t:y ;LJ-!-? { l.,?:if-::i.{ f . j [ s :  
,, . .  . . ! , -  
. I / ,  , . L f Vl!C ? [ ? i l l  i:.%4 ,:<.I i i !  !.I,(. ?I; I,, F < > i . ? . V ,  j. :, iLj&<.?#.? ,-2. < ~ e ; i : t . l - ; < < - t  
t v l - l i  ~ l k  i? rlilt T I C ;  ! , ; . s ! . - : > r j ,  1 t i . j f -  rlc>n 1 ri<.J t , he  ct;?:(~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l j > c : j i ~  1 : ~  c:;~!: i rl; 

.I/ . i t , ?  i~ i t r t  ( I T  tT><? l - ; ; i i g ~ , i r . i ~  T , ~ f . l . ? ~ .  hJ . ~ t t : k . ,  i k l l  ? . I , ( ,  : i t : . i i < . . f L t ~  1 
signed up for have been or are heirit: t akc:n ;.:i,gay. 

F i t z s i m c ) n s  Army Medical f c i r ! r * ;  I s  l t ~ , i c t ~ t ? : s  t:t ~ > . ~ i c r r ~ a l  head- 
quarters of tht- nli  1 i t<a~.-y heal i l i  t ) s t i  * ~ c ,  ccLrvi  r ~ g  14 s t a t e s  
w i t h  s t r o ~ ~ g  c o r l g r e s s i o n n !  r ! c t i  i t -  r 1 T11e 
hospital i s  cr itical t o  ; t l  l I c ~ v t i s  ,I;' 1 1 l ; , - l  t l ~  c7at t: : t )   vex ?50,090 
I ~ e r l c ~ f i r i a r i c . ,  f r o m  t h i s  .lr l . 2 ~ .  ?4: j .> t  i c c ~ i t l > ,  T i  t < : g -  z i i ,  o i > ~ n (  J 
t l ~ v  l'ersian C t i l f  S c i v i ~ : ~ :  C t r : t ~ % r ,  :I L1(' ~ l i i t  c ! t + - , i ~ i ~ t ~ ~ l  1 0  \ , V ~ I L I -  
2 t ~ .  \ . e tc ra r i~ ,  v i t h  s > ~ ~ t i : l : g i ~ ~ i  o f  w I i ; l t  i : i($tv , t11  il C I f  V H L  
Sy:t.l! t , r n c s .  

- 4  111 : ~ ~ J c l i  t i o u ,  P i  ~ Z S  i n>r ) r l - ,  .C ( rvtA< Ilie 1?# i v.:' I ~ ~ U I M L ! : ~ ~  ,I ' t - ,  ( t  t 1-:3i I I ~  118 
f a L  ' I  i t j  f o r  ? I ( < *  IT[:-. i , i t y  c $ f  r i : l o ~ :  Y8 j l + - l i  5~ i I I ( \ I * < ,  . ! I { '  

T 4 .  : C 8 1 . L r !  fcic:t, 17: f ~ ~ 5 1 1 1  1115 1 : ~  ( r v  *-, ~ r a l  f l ing  
I ri l l  2 3  , ( r c : r , t  I b f  tht - 1  ? ~ i i l ~ r ~ < l l  - t u d c r k ! s  in; 



I ,  I l l ,  i I t  , . 2 . 7 -  - 1 1 ? f Z t ( j l >  t 4 :;zTvrc : & ( I  

v s t i m a t e d  $ 3 2  u l i l l i o l i  if b y  c a r ;  2 f r - ~ ; -  m i l i t a l g ~  p a t i e n t s  and 
ott~er hr.r:c f i c  i a r i e s  a t  T I  1 7  . i n - i ~ , r \ c .  , .,  , ( ,  ., ' tc: I ~ i i -~ - l : i s  i n &  Sha? 
a r e  f r o  0 1  i - 1  I -  Thf s t I t 1 1  1 ' 1 , i t s 

1- 
I t - ,  i s  f o r  ,' u i L I I I . . , ~  I I . f i L , :  1 T oail <at rZMC 1 l t i i i i  r t 

i s  t o  purr-~I ,A.;c  I 1  I 7 i v 1 I t -  t i ?  tt-:*. CIIAlilFTJS 
I :  tm .  " 

, l o '  1 4 , ~  ~1 ; : ) I ?  I ) ? ' )  f 1 - 1 ~  t 05 t I  it],, 1 1 ~  r e t ) ~ k ? c !  , ' l o w  i t  j j l3:  . . 
? 1 , r j  1 I I .  1 r 7 '  I 7 :  t l t r  f t i t irr i  of 
i ~ ~ i l i t : + i - y  i t l~ .~ t l i i : jn~  -tnd 1 1 . i ~  tg l l r ~ o l o ~ ~ l  - ~ 1  . t p l ~ l i c a i i t  i b  i f ]  tlie 
A' < ? 1 i v 1 t i i t  ' ' t L t * &  i.3.L , d q q  1 3 t . t  - < J I I I I C \ ~  , t 3 t i - i ~ ,  f i i : ~ ~ l i t ( ~ ~ -  

i l i g ,  a r ~ d  tt: l i-prtixenci:  siipgt>.->. T I I P ~ . . ~  l i o ~ r b  hc>eri i i . t v c 4  :in4 a r e  
:LO& i ~ t s ~ ~ ~ i c d  t t i  :L. " ~ ~ ~ t i i < > ~ c  r l i t~ i t  ~1 ' 7 t t ? f ! b ~ i t ! ~ ~ . : k ~ i i o i i c  ? j s t c , r i I  
(RC'CS) . "  DTCT i s -  .r s t ~ t r  - G ?  tht"-;r~-f . 1 i 1 j I .  :\I c r t l i ~ t i l t a t i o n  s q - t i l m  . . w l ~ i c h  p r i i v i d t . s  t h r  f i c . l r l  ~>hya i ; . r a : r  111( ab i !  i t 3  1 . X * ~ I  1 185 satc.1 - 
l i l~ u r  I egrr lnr  tel:-l)!l!)~lc- s t x I v i c e s  * ' ,  i - . v v 2 t >  i  , fclcs . l i t ) ;  I t  .+TIC! 
1 .  1 A - t i  I i f r t o  7 i 4 1 

~neclic a1 t x t . n t e r .  R W S  c-rr ,r l t l  t.s a pljy :; : - i , ~ : ,  k t  .r rt.li + $ t t  1 6 ~ ~ : i t  ioj i  
t.tpr~.;iil t  w i th  a jrlilysicinil a t  i i  mcdi r -a '  : I ~ i i r r l  !:t(j i t [  e ~ i ~ c ~ t - t  
1 1 i r i  f r i a  - 1 c a s e s .  I! providc:5 :I 

V I G ,  J I I ~ ,  1 0  a ~ i ~ , r r ~ t . i ~ t  t l l c  r~ii-d i c -  217 > , t a f f  t h ! '  t l j ~ ,  L1<* i>1cp3 < {I l i t t ,  p i  1: 1 ~ ~ ~ I L ~  

iw~>r i ,vc .  t h e  I l i  t l ~  ti\txl i t y  . , f  ! - a re  d l r r ' . ~ d j  - v n i  l ah l t  to . , ( I ) -  

, <  2 . 1 i c r s .  Beca~l:~c ilf l o c a t i u n  i l l  t t i t -  Aurirra ci~'  - A ,  i u ~  I A ~ Z L C :  t he  
capabi 1 i t y  to communicate s i rnu1 t a r i ~ o t ~ . ,  1 y nj tli the ruropean and 
t h ~  Pacific R i m  w i t h  a s i n g l ~  : I ?  ' 1 1  iii$l irtk t o  I gc-osync,llro-- 
nous o r b i t i n g  comrnunl~*~f i e t n : .  ? i . T l t i s  - t t l i  1 i t y  woult? 
cnrnpl irnent r:tlr Dt f i ' : ? c ; r .  g:-i,*l f i j 1 : 1  i i o i ~ j ~ i ~ ~ ~ i i  t t w o  glcb1)al 
c -onf l  i t - t c  s i i n i l l  I:+ 1 ,  1 i . 1  , IJ -. ~ J c !  - r i C 1 l t . i  - ' 3  - --- facilllj :-an 
t l ~ i ' + :  : c 23 t <- tll i - i .xi. 2 1 , i  I a t y  . 



'I-, > klj.ji\ , i r z c  .>L-(- A ~ r c \ c . e x f ~ t  I J  i l ~  , t j r  l ) i i lg t : , , ~  t I O S U L  , s ~ i '  7 r : ~  A Y B ,  
P I  i i I 1 ,  I ?  1 I II t . c . ~ i l  

3~-:*.-,  , t . 1 ~ t ~  - i 4 - t -  v i t i , : , +  ' 1 :  2,) - k y  l - f t t t ~ g i !  3 i ~ i  ! I -  ,cii ;I. * s  1 1 % ~ .  r i  l-ert~ki- . . 
I ( < > !  as well as Itrc :, J;n i f i r.;ir,t ~ ' i , \ .  I . -  I :. . , ,, f t l i :  DC~~I:LI t t i ~ ~  { i t  0: 

rf iet- ;3 t - d , t i i i j ?  '.-, t !  n ~ > ~ * ~ L ;  TI t : - - , .  14'6. ' , I ? )  ! (  i-st<ljls? 4 I;* , :*I  I.!' . . 
~ ? , r v ~ f i  : , , f 1 ,  i ,  1 t 1 2  1 1 '  ? 1; j r li T - m 4  i t J r  ~ ~ : ~ , ~ ,  . ' , - f , t g  ( t : t  ! I ,  
l l t :< -15  o f  Lowry and t h e  Arsenal i s  n ~ o r c  t h a i l  o u r  f ;  ' r s h a r e ,  



M:, Rcbccca G. C o x  
Rase R e a l  igrinreni and  C ~ O S ~ I I - L \  Comnli i;:; i o n  
1700 N. Mc>oro S t .  
S u i t e  1325 
.?I 1 i n g t r i n  !'A 222OP 

Dear  Ms Cox,  

R e q u e s t  your  r o n s  i d e r a t  i o n  a n d ,  lropr f lL~l l y  , i n i  t i a ?  i v e  t o  remove 
T i  t,<sioir;ns Army k f t t l i c - ; t l  Ccntc:r  f r o m  t h e  r c l  -cirnrntxncl(tl  Ar-my clost~rc.  
l i s t .  

T r e t i r e d  f rom t h e  U n i t e d  S l a t e s  A i  L For-tc i l l  1371 ancf s e t t l e d  
A u r o r a ,  f'olorwtlo I$<-r-rtuse o f  t h e  prnh i i i i i  t y  rif T;l;tL., ' I J ~ O I I S  Army 
Medica l  C e n t e r  and my d i s a b i l i t y .  W: w e n t  t l l rougll  t h r  c l o s u r e  of 
1,c~wry A i  r F o r c c  R a s p  a n d  t h r  1  o s ?  (sf i:trrnrrt i s s a r y  arid c\xc.l-iani;e 
s e r v i c e s .  Whi l e  cot i~lnissdry  and C X C * I L ~ I I ~ ~ >  : ~ c L \ I ' L ~ ' c s  ~ t r e  a v a i l a b l e  
a t  P i t z s i r n o n s ,  t h c  f a i - i l  i t i p s  a r c  o-~e:sr.rov~tled bec: crse o f  t h c  
Icirgi.  number o f  m i l i t a r y  r c t  i r  eea n r f ~ )  r e s  itlc i n  t.111: Denver  a r e a .  

FJrlw t h e  Army & a n t s  t c g  c l o s e  T i t z ~ i t ~ i c , ~ ~ < <  Arr,,y Medic: '  Center alld 
e l  i m i n a t o  m y  a c c e s s  t o  nlerJii .al,  t urnniit;s;iry, and  e ,  t:hange 
sel-1.i c e s  . 
I t  i s  u t t e r l y  amaz ing  t h e  w*)- t h e  VI  t ~ r ; i i ~ : ,  a r e  t r t  ' ~ t e c l  af tcbr  
r;erv itig t h e i r  c-cluntry . Tltcy a r c  tl-rt? @:nt.s who gavt tl-1:. nno:;l l u  
makt3 t l ~ i  s i ; t ) u i ~ t l - y  what  i l I tcjclay, I E I ~  l l i ~ y  a r e  t I-tlal ecl t h e  
w o r c t .  V~lte~n T t > r l l  i x t e d  i n  t l i r  Air r,,~ct.,  T : - ig i~c  ,' a I - r ~ t t t r a c t  
w h i  ( - 1 1  c o u l d  n o ?  Ft- ? . a  r lk i .n ,  h ~ t  11c-p T F i n d  1,he C r ~ v c  3 n m e  r i i  I)~.r~tlF; iiig 
i f 5  y , ~ r t  (:f I t l c  k t a r g a i r ~ .  L i t t l e  hy l i t i l c * ,  a l l  t lch I jL11cf i t s  I 
signed up for have been or a r e  being t a k e n  away. 

F i  t z s  irrrons Army Mediral Cr.ntcr i :. r - 1 1  r - ren t  l y  tire 1-1 c i o ~ r a l  1lc.ad-- 
q t13r t  t3rs o f  t h e  mil  i t a r y  11c;tl t h  c a r e  :,ystt>m, s e r v i ~ l g  I 4  s t a t e s  
w i t h  str011g ~ ( ~ n g r e s s i o n ; i l  sjIppor t t ( ,  1 < \ t a i  n F l  i z s  irtrons. The 
f l o s y i t a l  i s  I I to a l l  I c v c l s  c r ' "  I lea l t l i  i n r e  1 i, o v e r  3 5 0 , 0 0 0  
b e i i ~ ~ f  i c i a r  i t . 5  f rorrt t h i s  n i ' c i i .  Most - c . u e n t l y ,  F i  l;:, itnons opcned 
t h e  P e ~ - ~ i a n  C u I  f St;r-.\lii r? C e ~ l t e r - ,  a 2'1--1)::cl ~ l i ~ i t  4 1 2 5  ; ~ I I C C ~  t o  eva lu - -  
a l c  v e t e r a n s  w i  t l ~  sjnrpiom:; o f  what i . ;  I I O W  i ' i t?  1 PC! Ctilf  War 
Syndr  o1ntx. 

T r l  nt ldi  t i o n ,  T i  t z s i ~ n o r l s  qtc,r\:c3s t h e  D c ~ l ~ v e r  cl3mr1it1iii t:: a s  a t~ d i ~ ~ i ~ i g  
f a c i  1 i t y  f o r  t h c  U i l i v ~ r s i  t j  c,f C r i l o r : ~ ~ l ~  1Tr.alth S c i c t t k ~ c : ;  arkd 
Denver G e n e r a l  Husp i  t a l  . 11.1 f a c t ,  f' , t a s i m o n s  p r o \  i d e s  t r a i r i i r l g  
: ; l o t s  f u r  ?C1 i'crcc,ni of thc g r a d u n i t  ~rtcdir-iil  s c h c ~ ~ i l  s t t r t1cnt . s  i n  



t l ~ ,  .~t-c.a. r l i ~ s i r ~ g  T i  t z s  i ~ i t o r ~  , i v c ~ i i j ~ l  I 01) tl;kk A A U I J  , + r  t l ~ i : ,  
i~n,lr>rI aiit s o u r c e  o f  c:at t  ing-c,dge I B C , ~ ~  ( -11 f t-a in ing I R ( I  i - ( t ~ l d  
s e r i o u s l y  d e p l r t c .  t l 1 ~  r a n k s  irf i->ltjs;c'i;ins t r -a int- i l  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
c m r  r g ;  tic-y n ~ i  1 i t  < > r j  inrtd i c-;~l I .  ' f 13at i ~ i i ~ ,  a123 lks t 21 c f  corlc.2 i t i or i s .  

A l s o ,  $?9 m i l l i o n  i n  ccrg~strbc-I i on  p i  trjt?k-t -; % e r e  I - .  - e i , i l j  
c ~ n i p ' r l c  t e d  O K  :rr.  P i n  prc,grcss . 111 f;,,:.ti , a;, r v r  c a n t  ' a:? hug~isl .  
1934,  t h e  Army was ~ > l a n n l n g  on btriltlirlg ~i r i l - ,v 2 2 5  " td - i :  1iic):;pital :it 
T i  t ~ s  intons. Corrgr c s h  :,ad . i i>j>r~>g,>d $?20  m i l l  I I P ~ ~  ir :- tEic rlc:Yu 

l l o h l ~ i  t a l  b e c a l ~ s r  r-bf b t r o n g  j u s t  i f iczkt  i o ~ ~  'ind o ~ i s s ' c , n  t ~ s ~ c . ~ ~ * L i a l  i t j  
fjrc,vic?cd tiy t l lc  : l~ lny .  ~ * c ~ u l t i  t11it j i s : < t i f i c : ~ t i o i ~  f o r  t l ~ i s  ncw 
f a c i l i t y  have i l i s appca re t l  i t 1  .cl 111,~ttt r of I f e ~  u i r ) ~  :hh??  

T i 1  1 9 3  '1, d t l  c : ~ h , t r i % -  t i -t/t h i t i d y  rorlc 1 ~ c ' , l ' Z  tlic Ar'rary c t 411 J a a v ~  ;ti? 

c s t i t n a t e d  $ 3 2  m i l l i o n  a y e a r  by t a r i  rig f o r  rnili1.al y p a t i e n t s  and 
o t h e r  1re1te-T i c i a r  i t s s  a t  F i l z s  i m o ~ ~ x ,  2 1 c  opyclsc.J t o  ~ l i j r c l i a s i n g  t h a t  
c a r e  f rom i l u t q i d e  p r o v i t i e r s .  Tht* 5' rrly r*onclrz~!cil  "Over -a l l ,  i t  i s  
c : ? l c : - ~ ~ ~ ~ i -  t o  i,rriti'icI(' f o ~  21 g ice l l  : t n l c i t l r i i  i t f  xvor-klnad .at TAMC lllrin i t  
i s  t o  pur-ch;iso i t  f r o m  t h e  c i ~ i l i ~ t i i t  ; ; t ic tor  i l l r . a ~ 1 ~ 1  the CIIAJIPUS 
111-ngrfirn. " 

Fi  t z s  i m o n s '  1oi:at i o n  o n  t h e  l 0 S t l 1  :ukl i i d i a r ~  ~ o l i l t b  . ' low i t  1.0 p l a y  
t h e  k e y  r o l e  i r l  t c . l t ~ r r l ~ : d i c i ~ i . .  . Ti~Ir~ i , , : : I i1 - inc .  tlnc f u t u r e  o f  
1ililit:iry tuedi c i n e  arltf ha:; t ec I lno logl  .<i1 appl  i c a t  i c  11 i n  the  
fcrllvvving w a y s :  r l c - c - t r o n i c  "di,~:  ti^^;-^'' ~sr ' r sonne l  - b t , r t ~ ~  m o n i t o r - -  
i n g ,  -4nd t c~ t t . p resence .  s u r g e 1  y .  T1rt .c .  : have  bccrl tc : , t cd  311cjl arc' 
now r t ~ f c r r i t i l  f u  a c  ''P~>llliitt: C l i t , i c ' a l  "i,mi~auiti~at ion:  System 
( R C C S ) . "  ??rCS i s  a s t a t e - - o f - t h e - : $ s t  c - l i n i c a l  c u ~ k : i i l t n t i o n  sys t em 
\cliicll pro\iirlr.q t t ~ c  f i e l d  jihj.:iiciatr t l l ~  a h i t i t j  to : . c - r i i l  by s a t e l -  
1  i t  e or r c g u l a r  t clepllorre s e r :  i 1-e:; t wi,--~ay v o i  I - ( ' ,  E'acs i n l i  1  t and 
1 I - c  i 1 1  i n i a ; ; ~ : ,  f t iirn s r r h  l tbr,tt  i t;rl r l .1  l d w i d e  t r i  -r 

, . 
~ i a  c e n t e r .  RCrS  : -n: i l~l t ) . j  a p l i y ~ ,  c; L : ~ P I  ;;f a rt-11 tri r' :or -at  iorl t o  
c * o r i s u l  t w i t h  a pliys i r . i an  a t  a n~ed ic .2 ;  i r c 3 i i t c . 1  ar,d i l t t a i l i  c-xllcr l_ 

aclv i c:e oil iira~jdgernent of  c r i  t i t  a l  01-  ~ i n u s t i w l  I-ases . 1 t provides H 
~ t l c  < ) t l i r  t o  ziugnlt rii i l l t *  m i . t l i c - a 1  c , t a f f  I " t l i c .  r l r : r > l c > h :  h $ t - . i ~ i t a l  . : r t c l  
; inpri>vc t h r  h i g h  cir~:)tl i t y  o f  C ~ J - t :  .il ; .',ti?y ,~ i ;a i  1 r - t b l  t t c z  :~ i i i -  

s r ) l J i e r s .  Gt-cause of  I t ,cat :ori  i r t  tit(. h u f u r a  a r c & ,  wc I~ i lvc  t l l t  
capability to communicate s i m u l t a n ~ q t l s l y  with t h e  Kuropean and 
t h e  Pacific Rim w i t h  a singXc. s a t e l  1 f i: u p 1  ir lk to gi-osj.nr'tt1-o- 

'r rioils o r b i t i n g  coa~n~unic .a t ic iw;  satc.11 i !  r . .  A l . t i 5  a b i l i t y  woi~ld 
c-rrznpl imc111t nlrr Defe~ t sc  g:ial c t f  Ire i ~ i g  ,::.tlil r t o  <-uppc:r t two g l o b a l  
c o r ~ f I I c t s  s i n ~ u l t a n e o u s l y .  lJ;, c r t l r X ~ -  ~ l e d i ~ - : % . l  f a c i l i j y  <:in 
diir>l i r:at;. t l i i  s r<ii)al~ i l l t y  . 



T f  Ftjl-t S a ~ n  FInustc~rl were  rl:bse(ll I n  + + c  S a n  Ailtaii~il  , T e x a s  a r e a ,  
t h a t  a r e 3  F V O L I ! ~ ~  s t  i 1 l havc  31) cixi-es:., o f  hcd spac tb :  h e ( - a u s e  of  t.he 
huge W i  lfoi-(1 I f a l l  I I o s p i t a l  a t  1,atklrint-1 AFn. Majol  (71 i n i c - s  a r e  
alio : i . \ ra i l ;~hlc  a t  o t h c r  m i l i t d t - 3  fa t  i :  i t i 6 . s  i i l  :I1( a i c : i ,  i , , e . ,  
Ra lk r l i , l l ) l i  AFR, Prclok.;, Kc1 l y  A F R ,  oi-iil bli . tJirla A F S .  Yet r 'rees w o u l d  
Iiavc. it:ci;i i - n l  .;cr v i . - c .5  d a , r i  1 3 1 - t I f -  i ri i i,:. ~ 1 r c . a  i f  TO; Z:t i l l  Tlo~~stcln 
4rmy I I o s p i  t a l  sc rtx c - l o s e d .  

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  W P  CLI-c l ~ , r ( ~ s t ~ n t l y  absorlrirlg t I i ~  ~ ' l t r ~ 1 1 1  r ) l  Lo~r i -y  AFB,  
d l r p r t > x i n l a l c l y  two i n i l c s  southf ics t  l ~ f  P i t 7 5  i n c o x ! > .  - T 

, i >  i ci-cnl. 
y e a r . ; ,  t h e  aclivi t i c s  a t  Roc-k.y \ lr~i~nS i i r l  ."irccnill 11: -re been  1-ermi - 
natl.rl ah  w c l l  as  tllc s i g r l i f i c n i ~ t  d v a l l : , i z i r ~ g  o f  tht D.partmc.nt o f  
r r t e r g y  r , i j c l i p l  cvx :it Socky  F l a t s .  W e  t i ;  ~ r i l t l c  s t a n d  I he g o a l  o f  
rloansi  i i ~ l g  2 1 1 ~ .  ur; h i  t a r > ,  h u t  t l i i r i l :  ri tz:;in~otrs c.1 l r c  ~ r ;  c a  o r ,  t ' , ~ ,  
heels o f  Lowry and the Arsenal i s  mc,~rl- t h a n  o u r  f ;  ; r  share. 

Plcase re ta i l1  2 . ' i t z ,~ i lnans  3 s  a n  d ( - t i + f  A r m >  Misdical Ct.ntc>t- f u r  t h r  
b e n e f i t  o f  so ninriy v e t ~ r a n s  :tnd tlt\pi ~ t l e n t s  i n  t h i :  1 3 - s t a t e  :ire;%. 

Y m . kg- 
KENNETTI t . ME1,C'IIBR 
rMSg t , TTSAF ( R e t  ) 
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April 19, 1995 

Base Closure Commission Chairman 

Regarding the closure of Fitzsirnons, I am a disabled veteran who lost his luft leg below 
knee., plus numerous other injuries to my back , hearin$: loss nerve damage :;~eered in 
another explosion of my armored personnel carrim. Thc physical injuries are bad enough 
but the mental suffering is even worse. The care my family and I receive there has always 
been excellent. There are a great many people besides me and my family who also depend 
on Fitz. I do not understand how providmg private medical coverage could c:ver be 
cheaper then allowing an existing hospital with everythrng there already. I tzcver asked to 
fight in Vietnam, I was drafted, so T joined anyway. I ,~lways felt like my government 
would take care of me and my fa&. Now I hope and pray that something will be done 
to provide the same medical service, at the same price a, before. 

Thank You Foimer Sgt. stephen7. Machuga 
9677 Wadsworth Blvd 
Broomfield Co. 80021 
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THE ETI RED OFFICERS ASS0 
BLACK HILLS CHAPTER 

Chairman Alan Dixon 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1 7 0 0  No Moore St., Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA, 22209  

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Colorado is on the closure 
list by the Department of the Army without an explanation as 
to who will take over the care of personnel this Medical Center 
handles. 

7 7  Fitzsimons treats paients from a 12 state area and its loss 
will mean little or no treatment for many military retirees. 
~t Carson even with expansion will not have the room or doctors 
to treat retirees. In addition, hospitals and clinics that 
are supported by Fitzsimons are Ft Carson, CO; Pet'erson AFB, 
CO; Air Force Academy, CO; F. E. Warren AFB, WY; Ft Leonard 
Wood, MO; Ft Riley, KS; Ft Leavenworth, KS; McConnell AFB, KS; 
Dugway, UT; Toole, UT: Ogden, UT; Hill AFB, UT; Minot AFB, ND; 
Grand Forks AFB, ND; Ellsworth AFB, SD; and Offutt AFB, NE. 
In Addition, the specialties and treatment that is now supplied 
by Fitzsimons are not available at above listed hospitals. 

Fitzsimons serves more than fifty thousand  patient:^ each month. 
On a typical day three hundred two patients are treated; fifty 
three patients are admitted; two thousand outpatients are cared 
for; approximately one' thousand eight hundred x-ra:ys are taken; 
four thousand five hundred precriptions are dispensed; and eleven 
thousand laboratory prqcdures are preformed. 

et k,4 

Thousands of retirees and their spouse depend on Fitzsimons 
Army Medical Center for medical care. Where do they get their 
care (and entitlement promised by the U. S. STATES GOVERNMENT) 
if Fitzsimons AMC closes? 

Government and Military Officials must remember that the retirees 
' devoted there entire life to the security of their country and 

believed that their government would not go back on the promises 
made them. Now is the time for the government to stand by the 
entitlements for the retirees. 

R 
Requesy that Fitzsmions AMC be taken off of the closure list. 

Sincerely, 



L 

National association For Uniformed Services 
Rocky Mountain Colorado Chapter # 1 

12361 E. Bates Circ1.e Aurora CO 82014 
4120195 

Senator Alan J. Dixon 
BRAC Chairman 
1700 Moore St. 
hlmgton VA 22209 

Dear Senator Dixon : 

The above named organization has over 2000 members in the state of Colorado who 
depend on the Fitzsimons Army medical center for their medical care. In addition to 
NAUS members who depend on Fitzsimons fbr care are members of The Retired Officers 
Association, The Retired Enlisted Associatiorl , Members of the Arnerican Legion ,the 
Veterans of Foreign , the Disabled American Veterans and nurnero us other retired veterans 
who have served their country well and were promised life time meldical care if they served 
the required number of years to e m  retirement. In addition to Colcllrado Fitzsimons is the 
only Military Medical Center in 14 contiguous; states that can provile comprehensive 
specialist care to those beneficiaries who require such care. 

It is our considered opinion that the decision to close Fitzsirnos was iU advised . Since 
Fitzsimons has always been one of the most eiCficient medical operaltions in the military 
medical system . Figures that the Army used t{o dispute this have been shown to be in error 
by Aurora Mayor Paul Tauer ( see enclosed ) 

Senator Dixon I and my organization urge you and the BRAC comnission to remove the 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center &om the closure list. Thank you For your consideration 
of our request. 

Capt. ~ d b e r t  ~.%ckrnan Usphs Ret. President 



Talking Points for Mayor Paul Taluer 

Rep. Hefley's Field Hearing - April 12 

* I want to thank Rep. Hefley and our entire Colorado delegation 
for their tireless support of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 
Their support and encouragement mean a great deal to me 
personally, and demonstrate to everyone their commitment to 
keeping this hospital open. 

* I also want to salute the thousands of volunteers and military 
retirees who are such a critical part of our efforts to retain 
Fitzsimons. In many ways, our efforts here today couldn't have 
occizried itiiiluiit t h ~ i i  kli; ~ z d  sqqsrt.. 

* Closing this facility would be a serious mistake for the Army 
and have disastrous consequences for Denver and Colorado. 

* By closing this facility, the Army would be throwing away one 
of its best opportunities to build one of the nation's 
most sophisticated medical centers. Congress has already 
authorized $220 million for the construction of a smaller and 
more efficient facility that will incorporate a range of 
advanced technology -- all of which will result in a 
significantly higher degree of patient care at a lower long- 
term cost. Standing at the forefront of military medical 
technology, the new Fitzsimons will be a state-of-the-art 
facility that will lead the Army into the 21st century. 

* Fitzsimonsl geographical advantages are unparalleled. They 
include: its location just five miles from an airport capable 
of receiving the C-9 "Nightingalew air ambulance, the ability 
t o  provide l i v e  "real  t i m e t t  health care t o  so l t l i ers  injured i n  
battle, and the increasingly popular use of satellites to 
broadcast vital training and other medical services anywhere in 
the world. 

* The case for retaining Fitzsimons is strong. More than ons 
million active duty military servicemen and women, their 
dependents, and retirees in a 14-state region rely on 
Fitzsimons for health care services. Now a center for 
examination of "Persian Gulf War Related Illnessesw as well 
as an important home for the research of women's health care 
issues, Fitzsimons continues to care for American servicemen 
and servicewomen. 



* If Fitzsimons is closed, not only will the local economy be 
devastated, but Colorado's economy as a whole will be hurt 
severely. In the last five years alone, four other major 
military facilities -- the Rocky Mountain Arsenal, Rocky Flats, 
Lowry Air Force Base, and Pueblo Ammunition Plant -- have been 
ordered closed or downsized. No other single state has been 
hit harder by base closings. 

* In reviewing the Army's decision to close Fitzsimons we find 
instance after instance of technical inferences that are -- to 
put it charitably -- puzzling. 

* Let me give you one example, the most heavily weighted 
criterion of merit used to measure a medical facility's Total 
Mi-lltsry Value is its physical size. Actually, and this is 
true according to the Army's criteria, lf you put a box of 
Band-Aids in the Superdome, called it a military medical 
facility, the Army's own rules would evaluate it as more 
"mission capable" than Walter Reed hospital based solely on 
the number of gross square feet involved. (Chart) 

* We don't think that's fair -- or smart. As America enters the 
21st century and our fighting forces are.being called on to 
serve in expanded missions around the world, we owe them the 
best military health care services available. 

* And even if they were going to place such emphasis on sheer 
size, the Army failed to count the square footalge of Fitzsimons 
many wooden buildings. While most of these structures have 
been standing since World War 11, the Army's criteria treat 
them as "temporary ~tructures.'~ 

* So, the Army, as we read it, determines a facility's value on 
its square footage. Only some square feet count and others 
don't. How can that be? For some inexplicable reason, some 
buildings count in the square footage calculation and some 
don't. At Fitzsimons, we have buildings with three specific 
purposes; health care, instructional and research. Wooden 
instructional buildings are considered lltemporaryw structures 
with a life of five years. If our government is convinced 
that wooden structures only last five years, I sure am glad I 
live in a brick house. Seriously however, there are wooden 
instructional buildings with over 110,000 square feet of usable 
space that is not'included in the analysis of Fitzsimons. 

* While I do not believe square footage is the way to measure 
these facilities' usefulness, not counting these facilities is 
the difference between Fitzsimmons ranking ahead of Walter Reed 
and T r i p l e r  o r  behind them. The Army suggest ing t h a t  wooden 
instructional buildings are "temporaryw and of no value is 
simply wrong! 



* There's one more point I want to make you aware of. Closing 
Fitzsimons will mean that beginning this spring, the Army will 
come before this committee and request almost $100 million to 
build new facilities at six other military medical centers to 
accommodate the staff and equipment that is being transferred 
from Fitzsimons. (Chart) 

* Finally, I want to urge everyone to participate in the 
welcoming rally we have planned. for the day after tomorrow 
when two BRAC Commissioners will be here to evaluate 
Fitzsimons. Let's make sure they know the community is behind 
the hospital. 
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Mission Requirements Factors 
According to the Army's criterion, you get a higher rating of military value by 
placing a box of Band-Aids in the middle of the Astrodome and calling that a 
hospital than by going to a smaller, but medically superior medical center. 



Military Construction 

Ft. S. Houston = MILCON 

Pt. S. Houston - Fam. Housing 

Tripler AMC - MILCON 

Tripler AMC - Fam Housing 

Tut al 

$1.53M 

$1 6.37M 

$1 5.29M 

$%0.70M 

$1 6.82M 

$97.07M 



Document Separator 





TED STRICKLAND, CHAIRMAN 
\ 

DICK HODGE, CHAIRMAN 
ADAMS COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY ADAMS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
9361 KNOX CT 7290 SAMUEL DRIVE #I20 
WESTMINSTER CO 80030 DENVER, CO 80221 

The Honorable Joel Hefley 
Subcommittee on Military Installations and Facilities 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore 
Arlington VA 22209 

Dear Sir: 
We are writing in a bi-partisan statement of the meed for the 
continuation of medical services to veterans in the Rocky 
Mountain region now served by the Fitzsimons Medical Facility. 
There is great concern among this group that the inconvenience 
and personal cost of the loss of this hospital will be 
overwhelming to them. The removal of ready access to medical 
care is being viewed as a breech of the contract these veterans 
feel they had with their government as a part of their service to 
their country. 

We recognize and agree with the need for efficient and p2oper use 
of our money, including the possibility of cutting spending in 
our county and region, but the services available to these 
veterans and military personnel must not be reduced. Ours is a 
sparsely populated area, and a population center such as Denver 
is a logical location now, as it was at the foundirlg of 
Fitzsimons for centralized medical services for the region's .) 

military. The current facility is in Adams County but it serves 
a much wider region and has a great impact on the military 
personnel who depend on its presence. 

Sincerely, 

Ted Strickland 
Chairman, Adams County Republican Party 

< f 

Dick Hodge 
Chairman, Adams County Democratic Party 



THE RETlRED OFFICERS ASSOClAl'lO 
BLACK HILLS CHAPTER 

Chairman Alan Dixon 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 No Moore St., Suite 1425 
Arlington, VA, 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Colorado is on the closure 
list by the Department of the Army without an explanation as 
to who will take over the care of personnel this Medical Center 
handles. 

Fitzsimons treats paients from a 12 state area and its loss 
will mean little or no treatment for many military retirees. 
Ft Carson even with expansion will not have the room or doctors 
to treat retirees. In addition, hospitals and clinics that 
are supported by Fitzsimons are Ft Carson, CO; Peterson AFB, 
CO; Air Force Academy, CO; F. E. Warren AFB, WY; Ft Leonard 
Wood, MO; Ft Riley, KS; F t  Leavenworth, KS; McConnell AFB, KS; 
Dugway, UT; Toole, UT: Ogden, UT; Hill AFB, UT; Minot AFB, ND; 
Grand Forks AFB, ND; Ellsworth AFB, SD; and Offutt AFB, NE. 
In Addition, the specialties and treatment that is now supplied 
by Fitzsimons are not available at above listed hospitals. 

Fitzsimons serves more than fifty thousand patients each month. 
On a typical day three hundred two patients are treated; fifty 
three patients are admitted; two thousand outpatients are cared 
for; approximately one thousand eight hundred x-rays are taken; 
four thousand five hundred precriptions are dispensed; and eleven 
thousand laboratory procdures are preformed. 

Thousands of retirees and their spouse depend on Fitzsimons 
Army Medical Center for medical care. Where do they get their 
care (and entitlement promised by the U. S. STATES GOVERNMENT) 
if Fitzsimons AMC closes? 

Government ,and Military Officials must remember that the retirees 
devoted t h e  entire life to the security of their country and 
believed that their government would not go back on the promises 
made them. Now is the time for the government to stand by the 
entitlements for the retirees. 

Requestd that Fitzsmions AMC be taken off of the closure list. 

Sincerely, 



April 2 1, 1995 

Defense Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission 
1 700 No. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing this letter to let you know that I ain protesting the closure of Fitzsirnons 
hospital. This hospital is a vital part of our community and should be left open to serve 
the people of the community. 

15667 E. Cirard Place 
Aurora, CO SO0 13 
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2 1  APRIL 1995 

DEAR CHAIRMAN ALAN J DIXON 
I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A FEW MOMENTS TO RESPOND TO THIS ARTICLE AND 

THE CLOSURE OF FITZSIMONS VETERANS HOSPITAL. I AGREE WITH THIS ARTICLE 
COMPLETELY. WHY SHOULD ALL OF THE VETERANS OF MILITARY SERVICE HAVE 
ANOTHER RETIREMENT BENIFIT TAKEN AWAY. WE SEiRVED OUR COUNTRY WELL AND 
RESPONDED TO ALL ORDERS WHICH OFTEN WOULD TAKE US INTO A WAR OR CONFLICT. 
WHILE ALOT OF OUR CIVILIAN COUNTERPARTS WERE LIVING IN OUR GREAT NATION 
"THE GOOD OLD UNITED STATES", AND NEVER SHEAD A DROP OF BLOOD OR SINGLE 
TEAR FOR THIS COUNTRY. ALSO, THE ALTERNATIVE RESOLUTION PROPOSED BY THE 
UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE SOUNDS LIKE A GOOD PLAN TO ME AND IT WOULD 
ACTUALLY SAVE THE GOVERNMENT MONEY. 

IT DOES NOT MAKE ANY SENSE TO ME WHY OUR BENEFITS HAVE BEEN CUT 
A LITTLE AT A TIME. IF THE SHOE WAS ON THE OTHER FOOT, AND THE CIVILIANS 
THAT HAVE NEVER WORN A UNIFORM WENT THROUGH THE HARDSHIPS THAT ALOT OF 
MILITARY VETERANS HAVE, THEN I AM SURE THEY WOULD FEEL ALOT DIFFERANTLY! 

ELTON L. GROOM 
GYSGT (RET.) 
UNITED STATES 
MARINE CORPS 
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NUMBER 3 

FStzsimone A m y  M e d i  the baee stay open the W C  
c ~ l  Center ended up on the voted by resolution to offer 
Depar tment  of Defense a n  alternative to the com- 
Bnse Closure l ist  which plete closing of the facility 
was published in the Fed- by requeet ing t h a t  t h e  
era2 Register on 1 March DOD utilize the facility in 
1995. Many, many indi- a joint sharing agreement 
viduale and organizatione with the VAMedical center- 
hove been fighting hard for and other entities as  nutho- 
several years  to  keep rized and directed under 
Rtzsimona off the list but PL 97-174. Thie eolution 
despite' thoae efforta t h e  become a win, win eitua- 
Aepar tment  of Defense tion for all concerned. The 
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and recommend the baee economic base, the retired 
for cloeure. milihty veterans continue 

On page 2 of thin publi- to receive their promieed 
cation ie a statement By eewices and theVAeligible 
Congressman .Dan ve te ran  rece ives  Letter 
Schaefer outlining his po- care and the government 
sition, and the poeition of eaves money. 
those involved in  the iesue. You can help by writing 

I n  reaction to the  pro- to the Baae Closure Com- 
posed 4osure, The Ameri- mission Chairman Alan J 
can Legion and all of the Dixon, 1700 North v o a r r  
veteran6 organization asso- Street, Suite 1425, d d ~ ~ ? i k '  
ciated with the United Vet- ton, VA 22209. ,,>. \ ? - .5 

erane Committee of Colo- 4 

, -  * 
rado (UVC) took t h e  etond '. r\l f- 
that the baee must remain k \n 
open mnde to with honor those the contrnct cnreer pi w o o I 

cc r 
military men and worr~en o .;t 

I 4 who were promised health IA r( 

care after retirement. In $ 5 ki aD 

addition to demanding that  P 
it * 

- - - * 0 
4 0 



Wayne 0. Kester, DVM 
Br~gadrer General, USAF (V C ) Ref 

22363 H~llcrest C~rcle 
Golden, Colorado 80401 

Telephone: (303) 526-0820 April 24, 1995 
Defense Base Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore St., Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

/ 

Gentleman, 

We RetireeNeterans here in Colorado are alarmed and deeply concerned that 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center has been selected by the Army and DOD as a 
nominee for the next round of base closures as part of BRAC Ill. 

We have been active participants in efforts for the past three years to keep 
Fitzsimons on the open base roster, an effort which has paid off until now. In addition 
to the active duty military personnel remaining in Denver, FAMC provides medical care 
for 70,000 retirees and their dependents in the catchment area around FAMC. Closing 
Fitzsimons will create a severe financial hardship on these peoplc?, many whose 
average pension is only $12,000 per year. Military widows receive even less. 

These are people who have dedicated their lives to all the attendant hardships, 
uncertainty and historically low income of military service in return for promises of life 
time medical care for themselves and their dependents as part of their deferred earned 
compensation while they were on active duty. None ever got rich serving in the 
military. 

In anticipation of an unfavorable decision to keep Fitzsimoris Army Medical 
center open, Our United Veterans Committee of Colorado, a 26 member coalition of 
retired military and veterans organizations have made an extensive study of the need 
to keep Fitzsimons a viable operating medical facility to serve active duty remaining in 
the area as well as retirees, veterans, military widows and dependents. This can be 
done legally under the provisions of Public Law 97-174. We are reauestina that 
Fitzsimons be removed from the Base Closure List and a ~ ~ r o v e d  for realianment as a 
ipint venture VA-DOD operated medical facility, We have been told that the University 
of Colorado Hospital would support and join this arrangement and is interested in 
purchasing the VA hospital assets in the downtown area. 

Attached is a copy of the joint resolution of the United Veterans Committee of 
Colorado supporting in the action outlined above. Your favorable consideration and 
recommendation to approve realignment of Fitzsimons is urgently requested. 

Sincerely, 



- 
t Air ~ o r c e  ilssociation 

(Associate Member) 
A!r Force Sergeant's Association 
American Ex-POW'S 
bile High Chapter 
American GI Forum 
American Legion Department of Colorado W 

Disabled American Veterans Department of Colorado 
Flaet Reserve Association 
Gald Star Wives 
Jewish War Veterans 
Afarine Corps League 
hl~litary Order of "Serving over 400,000 Veterans and 
the Purple Heart Their Families in Colorado" 
National Association of Uniform Established 1971 
Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
R'ational Guard Association 
of Colorado 
Navy League 
Non .Commissioned Officers 
Association 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mobntain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women 3 Army Cops 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIHONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82ii J Airborne Division 
Associa tion, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the Urnited States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, .and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 ou,tpatients 
annually is effectively "land lockedw regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential faci.lities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Hea1,th Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97- 174, "The Veterans ~dministration and Department of Defense 

OFFICE ADDRESS: 1900 Grant - Suite 500 - Denver, Colorado 80203 

(303) 830-1 585 - - (303) 422-7401 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 No r th  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

A p r l l  25, 1995 
Gentlemen, 

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  here  i n  Colorqdo a r e  alarmed and deeply  
concerned t h a t  F i t zs imons  Army Med i ca l  Center has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  nex t  round o f  base c l osu res  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years t o  keep F i t zs imons  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
personne l  rema in ing  i n  Denver, FAMC p rov ides  med i ca l  ca re  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment a rea  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t zs imons  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  ha rdsh ip  on 
these  people ,  many whose average pens ion i s  o n l y  $12,000 pe r  year .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  people  who have ded ica ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t enden t  hardsh ips ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  life t i m e  med i ca l  ca re  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  they  were on a c t i v e  du t y .  No one ever  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favo rab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t zs imons  
Army Med i ca l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve te rans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s tudy o f  t h e  need t o  keep Fzitzsimons a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  med i ca l  f a c i l i t y  t o  se rve  a c t i v e  du t y  rema in ing  i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  veterans,  M i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
Th i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t zs imons  be removed f rom t h e  Base Closure 
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a  j o i n t  ven tu re  VA-DOD operated 
med ica l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  would suppor t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement and is i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  purchas ing  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse t s  i n  t h e  downtown area.  

At tached i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i t z s i m o n s , i s  u r g e n t l y  requested.  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



PI* ForC<Jssociatioh 
('Associate member) 
A!r Force Sergeant's Association 
American Ex- PO W S  

P 
hile High Chapter 4 
American GI Forum 0 
American Legion Department of Colorado U 0 
Disabled American Veterans Department of Colorado 

J- 

Fleet Reserve Association 
0 

G ~ l d  Star Wives 
Jewish War Veterans 
Af~rine Corps League 
hltlitary Order of "Sewing over 400,000 Veterans and 
the Purple Heart Their Families in Colorado" 
National Association of UnIorm Established 197 1 
Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
National Guard Association 
of Colorado 
Navy League 
Non .Commissioned Officers 
Association 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mocrntain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, lnc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Senrice. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical. Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 out-patients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently opera.ted in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Cen.ter 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 

OFFICE ADDRESS: 1900 Grant - Suite 504) - Denver, Colclrado 80203 



TED STRICKLAND, CHAIRMAN DICK HODGE, CHAIW.lAN 
ADAMS COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY ADAMS COUNTY DEMOC!RATIC PARTY b\, 1 5 
9361 KNOX CT 7290 SAMUEL DRIVE #I20 
WESTMINSTER CO 80030 DENVER, CO 80221 

The Honorable Joel Hefley 
Subcommittee on Military Installations and Facilities 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore 
Arlington VA 22209 

Dear Sir : 
We are writing in a bi-partisan statement of the need for the 
continuation of medical services to veterans in th.e Rocky 
Mountain region now served by the Fi-tzsimons Medical Facility. 
There is great concern among this group that the inconvenience 
and personal cost of the loss of this hospital will be 
overwhelming to them. The removal of ready access to medical 
care is being viewed as a breech of the contract these veterans 
feel they had with their government as a part of their service to 
their country. 

We recognize and agree with the need for efficient and proper use 
of our money, including the possibility of cutting spending in 
our county and region, but the services available to these 
veterans and military personnel must. not be reduced. Ours is a 
sparsely populated area, and a population center such as Denver 
is a logical location now, as it was at the founding of 
Fitzsimons for centralized medical services for the region's 
military. The current facility is i.n Adams County but it serves 
a much wider region and has a great impact on the military 
personnel who depend on its presence. 

Sincerely, 

Ted Strickland 
Chairman, Adams County Republican Pa.rty 

Dick Hodge 
Chairman, Adams County Democratic Pa.rty 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 Nor th Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
Ar l i ng ton ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

A p r i l  25, 1995 
Gentlemen, 

We Ret i ree/Veterans here i n  Colorado a re  alarmed and deeply 
concerned t h a t  Fi tzsimons Army Medical  Center has been se lec ted  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  next round o f  base c losures as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  past  t h r e e  
years t o  keep Fi tzsimons on t h e  open base ros te r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has pa id  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  du ty  m i l i t a r y  
personnel  remaining i n  Denver, FAMC prov ides medica l  care f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment area around 
FAMC. C los ing  F i tzs imons w i l l  c rea te  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  hardship on 
these people, many whose average pension i s  on ly  $12,000 per year. 
M i l i t a r y  widows rece ive  even l e s s .  

These a r e  people who have dedicated t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
at tendent  hardships, unce r ta in t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t ime  medical  care 
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  de fer red  earned 
compensation w h i l e  they were on a c t i v e  duty.  No one ever go t  r i c h  
serv ing  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an unfavorable dec i s ion  t o  keep F i tzs imons 
Army Medica l  cen ter  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and veterans organ iza t ions  
have made an ex tens ive  study o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i tzs imons a  v i a b l e  
opera t ing  medica l  f a c i l i t y  t o  serve a c t i v e  duty  remaining i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  veterans, m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
This  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p rov i s ions  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
W e  a re  reques t ing  t h a t  Fi tzsimons be removed from t h e  Base Closure 
L i s t  and approved f o r  real ignment as a  j o i n t  venture VA.-DOD operated 
medical  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  would support  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  purchasing t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  assets i n  t h e  downtown area. 

Attached i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO suppor t ing t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your favorab le  cons idera t ion  and recommendation t o  approve 
real ignment o f  F i tzs imons i s  u r g e n t l y  requested. 

i o  G. Lucas 
7676 So. Ivanhoe Way 
Englewood, Colorado 80112 
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FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION 

-%n-(?un~rm ; s . ; l~  WC! Oificers 
Association 

P~,-n/yzcd Vt.'L.tera?zs 
r)i'-A.~nc.,-iccr 
:kii,r:nt;.in Stateas Chapter 

F c ~ r !  Ifarb2r Survivors 
.S!;sociutic>n, Inc. 

?Si,~,icty o f  hfilitary STTdur!:s 
+-l:;p~n Lcaf  Chapter 

T/L:: Colorucio Coilncil of 
Cii,c,pfcrs of the Relij-ed 
@jfic:ers Association 

T!io i ? ~ ' t i r ~ d  Erllisted A s s s c l o i t ~ ~  
I'i terans of Foreign Wars 
oflF'e Ci. S .  Dzpartment ~fCa!<j~ ' i !  
Yi: ierci r,s of \%nSjI, USA 
\,'E'etnanz Veterans ofilrneri'co 
Ci:Lwado State Council 

It'cj rnen's .%-my Corps 
Vetera as As,snciatior~ 
&file Eigiz Chapter 

1::t Marine Diiiision 
'2.5~~12 Diuision 

ilssocicr tton, inc. Rock:) AIoziri tni;: 
Chapter 

82nd Airburnc Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocliy Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 milli-on, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 

OFFICE WKXXESS : 1900 Grsnt - Suile 500 - Denver, Colorabo 80203 
(303) 830-1 585 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 No r th  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

A p r i l  25, 1995 
Gentlemen, 

We Re t i r ee /Ve te rans  here  i n  Colorado a r e  a larmed and deeply  
concerned t h a t  F i t zs imons  Army Med i ca l  Center  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  nex t  round o f  base c l osu res  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years  t o  keep F i t zs imons  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
personne l  rema in ing  i n  Denver, FAMC p rov ides  med i ca l  ca re  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment a rea  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t zs imons  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  ha rdsh ip  on 
these  people,  many whose average pens ion i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  year .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  people  who have ded i ca ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t enden t  hardsh ips ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t i m e  med i ca l  ca re  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  they  were on a c t i v e  du t y .  No one ever  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favo rab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t zs imons  
Army Med i ca l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve te rans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s tudy  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t zs imons  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  med i ca l  f a c i l i t y  t o  se rve  a c t i v e  du t y  rema in ing  i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  veterans,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
Th i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t zs imons  be removed f rom t h e  Base C losure  
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a  j o i n t  ven tu re  VA-DOD operated 
med i ca l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  w o u l d  suppor t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  purchas ing  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse t s  i n  t h e  downtown area.  

At tached i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO suppo r t i ng  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i t zs imons  i s  u r g e n t l y  requested.  

S i n c e r e l y ,  ~&!--'&y 
JOHN W .  ASTRY 

/ 

HSGT USAF (RET) 
281 CAHPO ST. 
DENVER, CO 80221 



i i r  ~ o r c i  Association 
(Associate Member) 
A!r Force Sergeant's Association 
American Ex-PO W'S 
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Disabled American Veterans D@partment of Colorado 
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Fleet Reserve Association 
Gold Star Wives 
Jewish War Veterans 
Afarine Corps League 
hlllitary Order of "Serving over 400,000 Veterans and 
the Purple Heart Their Families in Colorado" 
National Association of Uniform Established 197 1 

Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
h'ational Guard Association 
of Colorado 
Navy League 
Non .Commissioned Officers 
Association 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Molintain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Militaly Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, I m .  
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 3 7 0  beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 8 7 6 , 0 0 0  
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land lockedu regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 No r th  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

A p r i l  25, 1995 
Gentlemen, 

We Re t i r ee /Ve te rans  here  i n  Colorado a r e  alarmed and deeply 
concerned t h a t  F i t zs imons  Army Med i ca l  Center  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  nex t  round o f  base c l osu res  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years t o  keep F i t zs imons  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  novr. I r l  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  q'uty m i l i t a r y  
personne l  rema in ing  i n  Denver, FAMC p rov ides  med i ca l  ca re  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment area around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t zs imons  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  ha rdsh ip  on 
these people,  many whose average pens ion i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  year .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  people  who have ded i ca ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t enden t  hardsh ips ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  low income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t i m e  med ica l  ca re  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  they  were on a c t i v e  du t y .  No one ever  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favo rab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t zs imons  
Army Med i ca l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve te rans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s tudy  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t zs imons  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  med i ca l  f a c i l i t y  t o  se rve  a c t i v e  du t y  rema in ing  i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  veterans,  M i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
Th i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t zs imons  be removed f rom t h e  Base Closure  
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a  j o i n t  ven tu re  VA-DOD operated 
med ica l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  would suppor t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  purchas ing  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse t s  i n  t h e  downtown area.  

A t tached  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i t zs imons  i s  u r g e n t l y  requested.  

10835 Verna Lane 
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;iir Forcb Association 
('Associate Member) 
A.;r Force Sergeant's Association 
American &-PO WS 
hile High Chapter 
American GI Forum 
American Legion Department of Colorado U 

Disabled American Veterans Department of Colorado 
Fleet Reserve Association 
Gold Star Wives 
Jewish War Veterans 
A la rine Corps League 
hlililary Order of "'Serving over 400.000 Veterans and 
the Purple Heart Their Femi1i.s in Colorado" 
National Association of Uniform Esteblished 1971 
Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
National Guard Association 
of Colorado 
Navy League 
Non .Commissioned Officers 
Association 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Molintain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Cops 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, lnc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main ~ o s p i t a l  which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land lockedw regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 North Moore S t .  Su i te  1425 
Ar l ington,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

A p r i l  25, 1995 
Gentlemen , 

We Ret i reelveterans here i n  Colorado are alarmed and deeply 
concerned t h a t  Fitzsimons Army Medical Center has been selected by 
the Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  the next round o f  base closures as 
par t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been ac t i ve  pa r t i c i pan ts  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  the  past th ree 
years t o  keep Fitzsimons on the  open base ros te r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has paid o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  add i t i on  t o  the ac t i ve  duty m i l i t a r y  
personnel remaining i n  Denver, FAMC provides medical care f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  the catchment area around 
FAMC. Closing Fitzsimons w i l l  c reate a  severe f i n a n c i a l  hardship on 
these people, many whose average pension i s  only $12,000 per year. 
M i l i t a r y  widows receive even less .  

These are  people who have dedicated t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  the  
attendent hardships, uncer ta in ty  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  low income o f  
m i l i t a r y  serv ice  i n  re tu rn  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t ime medical care 
fo r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as pa r t  o f  t h e i r  deferred earned 
compensation wh i le  they were on ac t i ve  duty. No one ever got r i c h  
serving i n  the  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an unfavorable decis ion t o  keep Fitzsimons 
Army Medical center open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and veterans organizat ions 
have made an extensive study o f  t he  need t o  keep Fitzsimons a  v iab le  
operat ing medical f a c i l i t y  t o  serve ac t i ve  duty remaining i n  the 
area as w e l l  as re t i r ees ,  veterans, m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
This can be done l e g a l l y  under the  provis ions o f  Pub l ic  Law 97-174. 
We are request ing t h a t  Fitzsimons be removed from the  Base Closure 
L i s t  and approved f o r  realignment as a  j o i n t  venture VA-DOD operated 
medical f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Colorado 
Hosp i ta l  would support and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement and i s  in te res ted  
i n  purchasing the  VA h o s p i t a l  assets i n  the  downtown area. 

Attached i s  a  copy o f  the  j o i n t  reso lu t ion  o f  t he  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO support ing the  ac t ion  ou t l i ned  above. 
Your favorable considerat ion and recommendation t o  approve 
realignment o f  Fitzsimons i s  urgent ly  requested. 

Sincerely,  
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WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 No r th  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

A p r l l  25, 1995 
Gentlemen, 

We R e t i r e e / V e t e r a n s  here  i n  Colorado a r e  alarmed and deeply  
concerned t h a t  F i t zs imons  Army Med i ca l  Center  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  nex t  round o f  base c l osu res  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAG 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years t o  keep F i t zs imons  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
personne l  rema in ing  i n  Denver, FAMC p rov ides  med i ca l  ca re  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment a rea  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t zs imons  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a i  ha rdsh ip  on 
these people,  many whose average pens ion i s  o n l y  $12,000 pe r  year .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  people  who have ded ica ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t enden t  hardsh ips ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t i m e  med ica l  ca re  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  they  were on a c t i v e  du t y .  No one ever  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favo rab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t zs imons  
Army Med i ca l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve te rans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s tudy o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t zs imons  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  med i ca l  f a c i l i t y  t o  se rve  a c t i v e  du t y  rema in ing  i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  ve te rans ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
Th is  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t zs imons  be removed f rom t h e  Base C losure  
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a  j o i n t  ven tu re  VA-DOD operated 
med ica l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  would suppor t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  purchas ing  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse t s  i n  t h e  downtown area.  

At tached i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i t zs imons  i s  u r g e n t l y  requested.  

S ince re l y ,  



.fi?r ~ o r c ~ ~ s s o c i a t i o n  
(Associate Moziber) 
A!r Force Sergeant's Association 
American Ex-POW'S 
Aqile High Chapter 
American GI Forum 
American Legion Department of Colorado W 

Disabled American Veterans D@partment of Colorado 
Fleet Reserve Association 0 

0 

Gsld Star Wives " $ 
Jewish War Veterans 
Alarine Corps League 
hl/li[ary Order of "Serving over 400,000 Veterans #nd 
the Purple Heart Their Families in Colorado" 
National Association of Uniform Established 1971 
Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Pdational Guard Association 
of Colorado 
Navy League 
Non Commissioned Officers 
Association 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Molintain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Associa tion, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Cops 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, lnc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 No r th  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

A p r i l  25, 1995 
Gentlemen, 

We R e t i r e e j V e t e r a n s  here  i n  Colorado a r e  alarmed and deeply  
concerned t h a t  F i t zs imons  Army Med i ca l  Center  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  nex t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years t o  keep F i t zs imons  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  du t y  m i l i t a r y  
personne l  rema in ing  i n  Denver, FAMC p rov ides  med i ca l  ca re  f c r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment a rea  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t zs imons  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  ha rdsh ip  on 
these  people,  many whose average pens ion i s  o n l y  $12,000 pe r  year .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  ..- 

These a r e  people  who have ded i ca ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  hardsh ips ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t i m e  med i ca l  ca re  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  t hey  were on a c t i v e  du ty .  No one ever  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favo rab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t zs imons  
Army Med i ca l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve te rans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s tudy o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t zs imons  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  med i ca l  f a c i l i t y  t o  se rve  a c t i v e  du ty  rema in ing  i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  veterans,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
Th i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t zs imons  be removed from t h e  Base C losure  
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a j o i n t  ven tu re  VA-DOD operated 
med i ca l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  would suppor t  and j o i n  t h i s  arraiigement and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  purchas ing  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse t s  i n  t h e  downtown area.  

At tached i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i t zs imons  i s  u r g e n t l y  requested.  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

FA,CL. Pa,,; 



William Dean Singleton, Chairman 
. b ' 

,$, 7 ,  

Ryan M~Ki!pn~~p$~ent  and Publisher , . , 
' ' 

, . Neil Westergaard, Executive Editor ' THE ' > I  . ' Chuck Green. Edrtorofthe Editori+Page 
Isabel Spencer, Managing Editor I 

. , 
Jeanette Chavez, M a t e  Editor , - 

t? :, I .  
9 1,: a r : 

.,, . , . Fritz Anderson, VPFinance. 
g: , $:, Jahes Banman, VP Human Resources 

Ken Calhoun, VP Marketing ' >. . . ~ Founded 1892 . ' J .' 

- ,  ? . .:+* " A ,  ,+ +,,, . . Frank D~xon, VP Operations ' . . 
Stev6 fieqe, w  titio ion''^ 

' 
, . \ .'!.. . . i . ,? ,; % 

Allen 3. ~ a ~ t e r s , ' V P . A d ~ e m  " ,. 
2 .  

. A a long-standing supporter of : this'isn't d'budget'cutat alle;'it's a ' 
efforts to +educe the federal ., bureaucratic game of musical 

deficit, The Post does not expect chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
Colorado to be exempted from the, : ca's fighting men and women. 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- '. To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 

, ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 3,Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ical Center is not an economy move: .ed States will.-never get involved in " . 
It  is a bald-faced betrayal of this ' another 'war,"we could eventually ' 

1 nation's obligations to 1 million ac- close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
tive-duty military personnel, their such guarantee can be given this 

I familied and retirees who rely on ,, side of paradise. 
Fitzsimons for the medical care, , ' What America can guarantee -- , 
they were promised when they r e  and is honor'bound to guarantee-_ 
sponded to their country's call. , is that if our sons and daughters are . 

This newspaper has not protested called upon to risk their lives in de- 
previous rounds of base closings in fense of their nation they will be en- 
Colorado when the Pentagon could.., titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
show that the job could be done ..has provided for veterans'of two 

.more efficiently elsewhere, or that world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
the reduced size of the U.S. military nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
meant it could do withoat such fa- wsr, ar;d Cozeas sf iess-erlylsrhieti 
cilities. Neither of those is the case . but equally vital missions. 
at Fitz. The independent Defense Base . 
' Fitzsimons is the only accredited !Closure and1 Realignment Commis- 
military medical center in a giant sion will review the closings recom- 

.12-state region. As a top teaching mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
hospital, Fitz retains close ties with retary William Perry. They must , 

the nearby University of Colorado then be accepted or rejected in their 
Health Sciences Center to promoteA entirety by Congress and the presi- 

-advanced research. And it is pio- ' dent. 'Thus, the only real hope of 
neering the development of "tele- . saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- 
medicine". whereby - using Den- mission to take an honest look a t  its 
ver's unsurpassed location for costs and its mission. 
one-bounce global satellite commu- It would be morally wrong for 
nications - doctors at  Fitzsimons this newspaper to protest the justi- ' 

skould help treat wounded soldiers fiedxclosing of a facility in our re- " 

on battlefields anywhere in the gion. But it also is morally wrong 
world. for the military to recommend un- 

Finally, Fitzsimons, which is justly closigg a facility that effi- 
closely integrated with other Den- ciently and economically serves a 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- peacetime mission in the region and 
saster plan, is the only ,U.S. Army,;;a,war$ime mission for the nation. ' 

, hospital that can expand immedid * We are confident that an honest ' 
ately to take care of large numbers accounting of the mission and cost 
of casualties should American sol-- of operating Fitzsimons as compar- 
diers become involved in combat:' ' ed to providipgsimilaf'care through ,! 

Closing .Fit2 . - -  is, a t  best,, false ' the' private ' s ~ c t o r ~ w i l l  show its 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 No r th  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

A p r l l  25, 1995 
Gentlemen, 

We Re t i r ee /Ve te rans  here  i n  Colorado a r e  alarmed and deeply  
concerned t h a t  F i t zs imons  Army Med i ca l  Center  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  tlhe nex t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAG 111. 

W e  have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years t o  keep F i t zs imons  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  du t y  m i l i t a r y  
personne l  rema in ing  i n  Denver, FAMC p rov ides  med i ca l  ca re  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment a rea  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t zs imons  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  ha rdsh ip  on 
these  people,  many whose average pens ion i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  year .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even 1,ess. 

p .  

These a r e  people  who have ded i ca ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t enden t  hardsh ips ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t i m e  med i ca l  ca re  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  t hey  were on a c t i v e  du ty .  No one ever  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favo rab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t zs imons  
Army Med i ca l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve te rans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s tudy  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t zs imons  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  med i ca l  f a c i l i t y  t o  se rve  a c t i v e  du t y  rema in ing  i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  ve te rans ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
Th i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t zs imons  be removed f rom t h e  Base C losure  
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a  j o i n t  ven tu re  VA-DOD operated 
med ica l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h c  U n i v e r s i t y  ~f Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  would suppor t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
in purchas ing  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse t s  i n  t h e  downtown area.  

A t tached  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i t zs imons  i s  u r g e n t l y  requested.  

S ince re l y ,  



. 
f i r  Form Association 
(Associate Member) 
A.'r Force Sergeant's Association 
American Ex-PO W'S 
hile High Chapter 
American GI Forum 
Arnerican Legion Department of Colorado U 

7 
0 

Disabled American Veterans Department of Colorado 
P 

Fleet Reserve Association 
Gold Star Wives 
Jewish War Veterans 
Ayarine Corps League 
hl~litary Order of *'Serving over 400,000 Veterans end 
the Purple Heart Their Families i n  Colorado" 
National Association of Uniform Established 1971 
Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
National Guard Association 
of Colorado 
Navy League 
Non .Commissioned Officers 
Association 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mountain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Su~vivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIEiONS HOSPITJRI; RESOLUTION Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 8 7 6 , 0 0 0  
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Amerilzans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Hea.:Lth Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 

OFFICE ADDRESS: 1900 Grant - Suite 501) - Denver, Colorado 80203 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 Nor th  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

April 25, 1995 
Gentlemen, 

We Re t i ree jVe te rans  here i n  Colorado a re  alarmed and deeply 
concerned t h a t  F i tzs imons Army Med ica l  Center has been se lec ted  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  nex t  round o f  base c losu res  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years t o  keep F i tzs imons on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  du ty  m i l i t a r y  
personnel  remain ing i n  Denver, FAMC prov ides  med ica l  ca re  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  cstehmsnt  area around 
FAMC. C los ing  F i tzs imons w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  hardsh ip  on 
these people, many whose average pension i s  on l y  $12,000 per  year .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  people who have ded ica ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t tendent  hardships,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t i m e  med ica l  care  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  they were'on a c t i v e  du ty .  No one ever  go t  r i c h  
se rv ing  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favorab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i tzs imons 
A r m y  Med ica l  cen te r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve terans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an ex tens i ve  study o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i tzs imons a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  med ica l  f a c i l i t y  t o  serve a c t i v e  du ty  remain ing i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  veterans,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
Thks can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  reques t ing  that Fi tzs imons be removed from the Base Closure 
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a  j o i n t  ven ture  VA-DOD operated 
medica l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
!!~bpF+sl vrovlc' crtpport and i o i n  t h i s  arrangement and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  purchasing t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse ts  i n  t h e  downtown area. 

At tached i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO suppor t i ng  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your favo rab le  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i tzs imons i s  u r g e n t l y  requested. 

b 

Since re l y ,  





DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 Nor th  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 c, d 

A p r i l  25, 1995 
Gentlemen, 

We R e t i r e e f v e t e r a n s  here i n  Colorado a re  alarmed and deeply 
concerned t h a t  F i tzs imons Army Med ica l  Center has been se lec ted  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  nex t  round o f  base c losu res  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years t o  keep F i tzs imons on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e ' a c t i v e  du ty  m i l i t a r y  
personnel  remain ing i n  Denver, FAMC prov ides  med ica l  ca re  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment area around 
FAMC. C los ing  F i tzs imons w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  hardsh ip  on 
these people, many whose average pension i s  o n l y  $12,000 per  year .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  people who have ded ica ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t tendent  hardships,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t i m e  med ica l  care  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  they were on a c t i v e  du ty ;  No one ever go t  r i c h  
se rv ing  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favorab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i tzs imons 
Army Med ica l  cen te r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26.member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve terans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an ex tens i ve  study o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i tzs imons a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  med ica l  f a c i l i t y  t o  serve a c t i v e  du ty  remain ing i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  veterans,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
Th is  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  request ing  t h a t  F i tzs imons be removed from t h e  Base Closure  
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a  j o i n t  ven ture  VA-DOD operated 
medica l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  wculd suppor t  and j v i n  t!,is a;-ran~szxmt and Is b n T ~ r e s t e d  
in purchasing t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse ts  i n  t h e  downtown area. 

Attached i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO suppor t i ng  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your favo rab le  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i tzs imons i s  u r g e n t l y  requested. 

S ince re l y ,  



Air FO.-G~ Association 
(;*,;sociate Member) 
A? Force Sergeant's Association 
Arnerican Ex-PO W'S 
hile High Chapter 
American GI Forum 
American Legion Department of Colorado W 0 
Disabled American Veterans D~partment of Colorado 

P 

Fleet Reserve Association 0 
0 

u, a 
G ~ l d  Star Wives 
Jewish War Veterans 
?.!arine Corps League 
hl~litary Order of "Serving over 400.0t70 Veterans and 
the Purple Heart Their Families in Colorado " 
National Association of Uniform Established 1971 
Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
National Guard Association 
of Colorado 
Navy League 
Non .Commissioned Officers 
Association 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Moclntain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medica:L Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Afsny Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through ti15 Public Saslth S 3 ~ ~ i c a .  

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land lockedw regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center q 

(University of Colorado Hospital anci Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 

OFFICE ADDRESS: 1900 Grant - Suite 500 - Denver, Colorado 80203 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 Nor th  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
~ r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

A p r l l  25, 1995 
Gentlemen, 

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  here i n  Colorado a re  alarmed and deeply 
concerned t h a t  F i tzs imons Army Med ica l  Center has been se lec ted  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  nex t  round o f  base c losu res  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years t o  keep F i t z s i v o n s  on t h e  spsn base r o s t e r ,  an e f q o r t  w h i c h  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  du ty  m i l i t a r y  
personnel  remain ing i n  Denver, FAMC prov ides  med ica l  ca re  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment area around 
FAMC. C los ing  F i tzs imons w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  hardsh ip  on 
these people, many whose average pension i s  on l y  $12,000 per  year .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  people who have ded ica ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t tendent  hardships,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t i m e  med ica l  care  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  they were on a c t i v e  du ty .  No one ever go t  r i c h  
se rv ing  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favorab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i tzs imons 
Army Med ica l  cen te r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve terans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an ex tens i ve  study o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i tzs imons a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  med ica l  f a c i l i t y  t o  serve a c t i v e  du ty  remain ing i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  veterans,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
Th is  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  reques t ing  t h a t  F i tzs imons be removed from t h e  Base Closure 
I.ist and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a  j o i n t  ven ture  VA-DOD operated 
medica l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  would suppor t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  purchasing t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse ts  i n  t h e  downtown area. 

Attached i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO suppor t i ng  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your favo rab le  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i tzs imons i s  u r g e n t l y  requested. 

S ince re l y ,  



. -r 
Air,foi.de Association 
(Associate Member) 
A? Force Sergeant's Association 
American Ex-PO W'S 
Aqile High Chapter 
American GI Forum 
Arnerican Legion Department of Colorado W 

Disabled American Veterans D~partrnent of Colorado 
P 
n 

Fleet Reserve Association 
Gold Star Wives 
Jewish War Veterans 
!.brine Corps League 
hl~litary Order of 
the Purple Heart 
National Association of Uniform 
Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Fv'ational Guard Association 
of Colorado 
Navy League 
Non .Commissioned Officers 
Association 

"Serving over 400.0190 Veterans and 
Their families in Color#do" 

Esrablishea' 1971 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mocrntain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survkors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIMONS HOSPITALL RESOLUTION Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Anny Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local qovernment contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 3 7 0  beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 8 7 6 , 0 0 0  
militaq personael, retirees, and their fcmilies ir, thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locketiw regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital anti Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 

OFFICE ADDRESS: 1900 Grant - Suite 500 - Denver, Colorado 80203 
(303) 830-1585 - - (303) 422-7401 



Herbert C. Schalliol* 

4868 Harvard Lane 
Denver, CO 80222 
303 75641 25 April 26, 1995 

The Honorable Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Base Real ignment and Closure Committee 
1700 N. Moore St. 
Arlington, VA 32209 

Dear Senator Dixon: 

I am writing to state my strong opposition to the proposed 
closing of Fitzsimons Army Hospital and to ask your commit- 
tee to reassess the so-called facts and statistics used to 
justify putting this facility on the base closure list. 

From what I have learned from 1 0 ~ 3 1  sources, the figures 
used by the committee do not accurately depict the true 
status of Fitzsimons. I refer specifically to the square 
footage totals in the study and the estimated costs of 
closure versus leaving the facility open. It would appear 
that closing the hospital would cast considerably more than 
the costs of remaining operational. Also there are major 
improvements underway at Fitzsimons, the cost of which would 
be money wasted if the hospital is closed. Furthermore, 
more than 2000 local employees would be out of jobs. 

From a personal standpoint, my wi-Fe has had heart bypass 
surgery and also suffers hypertenasion. As a result, she 
is taking considerable medication which means we use the 
Fitzsimons pharmacy constantly. On closure, we (and many, 
many others) would have to travel to Colorado Springs fre- 
quently--a 110 mile round trip and a real imposition. 

I fully understand the reasons for base closures and appre- 
ciate that costs have to be cut--but it seems to me that two 
hospitals near to and serving the Washington, D.C. area, 
is one too many. Fitzsimons serves retirees and active 
military in many surrounding states in the region. Closing 
would be a real hardship on these who have served their 
country and were promised medical care for life. 

Please, make your decision with open based on accurate 
figures and on humanitarian rather* reasons. 

*Advertising writing and consultirg. 

Lt. Col , AUS-Ret i red 
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#313 
1810 N 103rd St:reet 
Seattle, WA 98133-9474 
May 1, 1995 

Senator Alan Dixon 
Chairman, Defense Base Closure ii 

Re-Alignment Commission 
At1425 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Senator Dixon, 

My wife, Barbara Butler, and myself are planning on 
moving to the wonderful city of Aurora, Colorado at the end 
of August this year. 

Barbara and I both have disabilities. In different 
years and in different places we both sustained a Brain 
Injury which has left us incapable, by Social Security 
determination, of employment. \Re met at a head injury 
support group meeting and were married last October. 

I have been a rental property owner, in Aurora and 
Denver, since I was stationed there in 1975. We are planning 
on moving to Aurora at the end of August, 1995 in order to 
occupy my property and, therefore, significantly lower the 
cost of living and make life fuller for both of us. 

I did retire from the US Army and one of the :benefits 
of moving back to Aurora would be to receive our medical 
care, especially our prescription medication (which will be 
lifelong for both of us), from :;Fitzsimons Army Medical 
Center. Another realistic benefit would be our use of the 
commissary at Fitzsimons and the other facilities there. 

We understand that Fitzsimons has been selected for 
closure. Since Lowry Air Force Base has been previously 
closed this would leave the Denver area void of military 
facilities. A drive to Colorado Springs is not realistic 
for medical visits or food shopping, etc. 

This letter is a strong request to support and do all 
that you can to insure that Fitzsimons Army Medical Center 
is removed from the Base Closure and Re-alignment list and 
will be kept open and functioning as are all of the 
facilities associated with Fitz. My wife and I are living 
on a minimal fixed income with, virtually, no chance of any 
growth. We do want to move into the beautiful state of 
Colorado. Without Fitzsimons we will be unable to stay 
there and will have to seek liv.:ing accommodations elsewhere. 



To consider not moving to Colorado is not a viable 
option as Seattle has already been depleted of military 
facilities open to the retired community. The military 
facilities in Western Washingto11 are logistically impossible 
for us to utilize. 

I devoted a large portion of my life to the government 
as a military officer. One of the reasons that helped me 
make the decision to wear my un.:iform for that extended 
period of time was the availability of the medical and 
dental care and the shopping pr:ivileges. I have been 
retired for 13 years and have seen these "benefits" 
continually erode. This could be the "ultimatew insult. I 
am beginning to feel that I served my career under 
fraudulent conditions. 

We understand that you may hold a field hearing in 
Aurora, Colorado. If the hearing is held before September 
we will not be able to attend but we want you to consider 
both of us present with the total strength of our energy and 
spirit. Please consider the future of two of your fellow 
Americans with disabilities and the people, in excess of a 
million, using Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

Sincerely, 

BARBARA J. 13UTLER THEODORE R. LESSER 
( Spouse) Major, US Army (RET) 
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MARSHA ANN WATKINS 
462 CHELAN STREET 
GOLDEN, CO 80401 

1 May 1995 

Alan Dixon 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

I would like to request that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission carefully review 
the recommendation that put Fitzsimons Army Medical Center on the "BRAC 95" list. 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center must not be included on the Base Closure List. Closing an 
Army Medical Center which is a vital part of a 14 state region and serves 824,000 patients 
per year is "false economics". On the surface is may appear to save the Department of the 
Army money, however, the medical care of these patients will be passed on to programs such 
as Champus and Medicare at a greater cost to the American taxpayer. 

Two GOP Senate leaders: Majority Leader Bob Dole, and Finance Committee Chairman Bob 
Packwood have made statements that to balance the budget Medicare must be cut by at least 
$146 billion by the year 2000. 

An economic analysis must be made which shows the cost to the American taxpayer for the 
patients care which Fitzsimons currently serves verses the cost of keeping Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center open before anyone allows it to stay on the Base Closure List. 

Not only is the closure of Fitzsimons economically unsound but it is a "slap in the face" to 
our soldiers and retirees who depend on this facility to provide the benefits that they were 
guaranteed in return for their devotion and service to our nation. - 
Closing Fitzsimons appears to be a "Bate and Switch" program. We need and want FAMC in 
our Community. 

~ a r w ~ n n  Watkins 
An American Taxpayer 
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May 3, 1995 \- i 

Gen. J.B. Davis,USAF (Ret) 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 N. Moore St. Suite 1425 
Arlington, Va. 22209 

I,, $ 

Dear Gen. Davis: 

We have enclosed a copy of an article from Sergeants magazine, 
the May, 1995 i s s u e .  It shows Fitzsimons Armv Hos~ital as a main 
medical facility, called a Lead Agent.  his-is psrt of the new 
DOD1s health care plan, called T R I C A R E .  Fitzsimons is to be the 
Lead Agent for Region 8, which is made up of 12 states. 

What will happen to this region 8 area if Yitzsimons closes? 
This is just another "big" reason we need to keep Fitzsimons 
off the base closing list. 

Thank you. 

5747 Greenspointe Way 
Highlands Ranch, Co. 80126 



. + TRICARE UPDATE d&,y/~~i 
DOD's managed health care Each region will have a main installations or  those on the 

plan -- TRICARE -- has already medical facility ("lead agent") recent base closure list are not 
been implemented in Region 11 running the network. Also listed shown since it is likely they will 
(Washington and Oregon). The are the nationwide Military be closed by the time all of TRI- 
others will be fully implemented Treatment Facilities (MTFs) . CARE is operational. 
by 1997. Below are the regions. Those MTFs located on closing 

LEGEND 

LEAD AGENT 

MTFs 

REGION IMPLEMENTATION DATE REGION IMPLEMENTATION DATE 

1 M A Y  1997 
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May 3, 1995 

Mr. A1 Cornella 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 N. Moore St. Suite 1425 
Arlington, Va. 22209 

Dear Mr. Cornella: 

We have enclosed this article from Sergeants magazine, the 
May, 19 95  issue. It shows Fitzsimons Army Hospital as a main 
medical facility, called a Lead Agent. This is part of the new 
DOD'd health care plan, called TRICARE. Fittzsimons is to be 
the Lead Agent for Region 8, which is made up of 12 states. 

What will happen to this region 8 area if Fitzsimons closes? 
This is just another "big" reason, we need to keep Fitzsimons 
off the base closing l i s t .  

Thank you. 

Highlands Ranch, Co. 80126 



T R I C A R E  UPDATE ddi/es 
DOD's managed health care Each region will have a main installations or those on the 

plan -- TRICARE -- has already medical facility ("lead agent") recent base closure list are not 
been implemented in Region 11 running the network. Also listed shown since it is likely they will 
(Washington and Oregon). The are the nationwide Military be closed by the time all of TRI- 
others will be fully implemented Treatment Facilities (MTFs) . CAF!B is operational. 
by 1997. Below are the regions. Those MTFs located on closing 

LEGEND 

LEAD AGENT 

C] MTFs 

REGION IMPLEMENTATION DATE REGION IMPLEMENTATION DATE 

1 MAY 1997 

SERGEANTS, May 1995 2 1 



May 3, 1995 

Ms. Wendi Louise Steele 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
1700 N. Moore St. Suite 1425 
Arlington, Va. 22209 

Dear Ms. Steele: 

We have enclosed this article from the May, 1995 issue of 
the Sergeants magazine. It shows Fitzsimons Army Hospital as a 
main medical facility, called a Lead Agent. This is part of the 
new DOD'd health care plan, called TRICARE. Fitzsimons is to be 
the Lead Agent for Region 8, which is made up of 12 states. 

What will happen to this region 8 area if Fitzsimons closes? 
This is just another "big" reason, we need to keep Fitzsimons 
off the base closing list. 

Thank you. 

5747 Greenspointe Way 
Highlands Ranch, Co. 80126 



II. TRlCA RE UPDATE 44,y/~7,5 
DOD's nlanaged health care Each region will have a main installations or those on the 

plan -- I'IIICARE -- has already medical facility ("lead agent") recent base closure list are not 
been inlplemented in Region 11 running the network. Also listed shown since it is likely they will 
(Washington and Oregon). The are the nationwide Military be closed by the time all of TRI- 
others will be fully implemented Treatment Facilities (MTFs). CARE is operational. 
by 1997. Below are the regions. Those MTFs located on closing 

LEGEND 

LEAD AGENT 
MTFs 

CJ MTFs 

REGION IMPLEMENTATION DATE REGION IMPLEMENTATION DATE 

1 MAY 1997 

SERGEANTS, May 1995 





Retired 



military 



-- , * ,  

$, %s:Tib . *, 9 

? -  

M r .  A lan J. Dixon, Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 No r th  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

May 4, 1995 
Dear Chairman Dixon, 

We Re t i r ee /Ve te rans  here i n  Colorado a r e  alarmed and deeply 
concerned t h a t  F i t zs imons  Army Med i ca l  Center  has been se lec ted  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  nex t  round o f  base c losures  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAG 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years  t o  keep F i t zs imons  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  du ty  m i l i t a r y  
pe rsonne l  remain ing i n  Denver, FAMC p r o v i d e s  med i ca l  ca re  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment a rea  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t zs imons  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  ha rdsh ip  on 
these  people,  many whose average pens ion  i s  o n l y  $12,000 pe r  year .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  people  who have ded i ca ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t enden t  hardsh ips ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l ow  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t i m e  med ica l  care  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  they were on a c t i v e  du t y .  No one ever g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favo rab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i tzs imons 
Army Med i ca l  cen te r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve te rans  o rgan i za t i ons  
have made an ex tens i ve  s tudy o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t zs imons  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  med ica l  f a c i l i t y  t o  se rve  a c t i v e  du t y  remain ing i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  ve te rans ,  m i l i t a r y  widowls and dependents. 
T h i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t zs imons  be removed f rom t h e  Base Closure 
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a j o i n t  ven tu re  VA-DO5 operated 
m e d i ~ a l ~ f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  would suppor t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n - p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse t s  i n  t h e  downtown area.  

At tached i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i t zs imons  i s  u r g e n t l y  requested.  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



M r .  A lan  J.  D ixon ,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

May 4, 1995 
Dear Chair-man D ixon ,  

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  h e r e  in Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Center  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as  
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r - t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l - i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on 
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  yea r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t t ~ r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  they  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l j t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as  w e l l  as  r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Public Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be removed f rom t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  W e  have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  approve 
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



Air Force Association 
(Associate Membqr) 
/\a Force %ergeant's Association 
.Ariierican Ex-POW'S 
A.rile Nigh Chapter 
Anlerican GI Forum 
Arr~erican Legion Department of Colorado W 

Lhsabled Arnerican Veterans Dep8rfment of Colorado ' 
17eet Reserve Association 0 
G ~ l d  Star Wives 
.!sw~sli War Veterans 
P.t:sririe Corps League 
hl~lrtary Order of "Serving over 400,000 Veterans and 
the Pllrple Ifearf Their F a m i l ~ e s  in Colorado" 
Natrorial Association of Uniform Established 197 1 

Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Nntronal Guard Association 
cf Colorado 
NRVV League 
Nor) Cornri~issioned Officers 
Assclciation 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mountain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Sunfivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Refired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnani Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Wonien's Arrny Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1 st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, lnc. Rocky Mf. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical Scho'ol); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and thee Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (WC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
I 

Stanley A. Hanson 
Chairman 



M r .  A l a n  J. D ixon,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

biay 4 ,  1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon,  

We R e t i r e e / V e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Cen te r  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round  o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAG 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
yea rs  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  the catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on  
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  y e a r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a 26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as  w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be  done legally under  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Public Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be I-emoved f r o m  t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  suppor-t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  app rove  
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



Air r'orc8 Association 
(Associate Member) 
,4!r Fnrce Sergeant's Association 
Anlerican Ex-POW'S 
A,ri/e Higll Chapter 
Arncrican GI Forum 
Arr~rrican Legion Department of Colorado W 0 
lhsabled American Veterans Deparfrnent of Colorado 

t- 

f 7eet Reserve Association 
G,,ld Star Wives 
.lew~sh War Veterans 
i. l.?rir~e Corps League 
hlti~tary Order of "Serving over 400.000 Veterans and 
(lie f'urple Ifearl Their Families in Colorado'' 
h'~t1arla1 Association of Uniform Established 1971 

Fewices - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
rv'nt~onal Guard Association 
cf Colorado 
Navy L eagoe 
Non Corn~nissioned Officers 
Assc~cintion 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mountain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of tlie Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisfed Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25111 Division 

PITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, Inc. Rocky Mi. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Moarltain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximate1.y 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (UVC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized & directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list a.nd allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Stanley A. Hanson 
Chairman 
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M r .  A lan J. Dixon,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

May 4 ,  1995 
Dear Chairman Dixon,  

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  here  i n  Colorado a r e  a larmed and deeply 
concerned t h a t  F i t zs imons  Army Med ica l  Center has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  next  round o f  base c l osu res  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  pas t  t h r e e  
years t o  keep F i t zs imons  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  which 
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
personne l  rema in ing  i n  Denver, FAMC prov ides  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t he  catchment a rea  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t zs imons  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  ha rdsh ip  on 
these people,  many whose average pension i s  o n l y  $12,000 pe r  year.  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  peop le  who have ded ica ted  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t enden t  ha rdsh ips ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  promises o f  l i f e  t i m e  med i ca l  ca re  
f o r  themselves and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensation w h i l e  they were on a c t i v e  du ty .  No one ever  go t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an un favorab le  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t zs imons  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and ve te rans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s tudy o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  serve a c t i v e  d u t y  rema in ing  i n  t h e  
area as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  veterans,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents. 
Th is  can be done l e g a l l y  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
W e  a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t zs imons  be removed f rom t h e  Base Closure 
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l ignment  as a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD operated 
med ica l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado 
H o s p i t a l  would suppor t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  purchas ing  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  asse ts  i n  t h e  downtown area.  

A t tached  i s  a copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO suppo r t i ng  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendation t o  approve 
rea l ignment  o f  F i t zs imons  i s  u r g e n t l y  requested.  



M r .  A lan  J. D ixon ,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

May 4 ,  1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon,  

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Cen te r  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an  e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on 
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  yea r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i L i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on  a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a 26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  w i d o r ~ s  and dependents.  
T h i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
W e  a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be  removed f rom t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  app rove  
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  r e q u e s t e d .  
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Paralyzed Veterans 
of Arierica 
Mountain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the 0. S. Depattment of Colorado 
Veterans of WWl, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1 st Marine Division 
25111 Division 

FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, lnc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1 9 1 8  as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1 9 7 3  as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282  buildings and 99  other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, T h e  Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The  Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (UVC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized and directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
n v 

Stanley A. Hanson 
Chairman 



M r .  Alar i  J .  Dixon,  Chairmarl 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

May 4, 1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon ,  

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Center  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s n i p  on 
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  yea r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  L a w  97-174. 
WS a r e  requesting t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be removed f rom t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as  a j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DO0 o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA  h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  approve 
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  
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Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mountain Stales Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of kfilitary Widows 
Aspen Leaf Ct~apter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Refired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Associatiol~ 
Veterans of foreigr~ Wars 
of the U.  S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado Slate Cour?cil 
Women's Am?y Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile H~gh  Chapter 
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PITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves appr0xi-matel.y 87 5,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical faci1i.ti.e~ are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (UVC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

stanley A. Hanson 
Chairman 



M r .  A lan  J. D i x o n ,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

May 4 ,  1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon,  

We Ret i ree /Veter .ans  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Center  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and Do0 as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver ,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  arrd t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on  
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  y e a r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  prsomises o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  they  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army Medica l .  c e n t e r  open, Our- UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  - the need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as  w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Public Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be removed f r o m  t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  rea l i - gnmen t  as a  j o i n t  ven - tu re  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  app rove  
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  

S i n c e r e l y  , 
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Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Arnly Colps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affai-rs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (UVC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from tlle closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
1 

Stanley A .  Hanson 
Chairman 



Docull~ent Separator 





\ 9180 Estes S t r e e t  
Westminster, CO 80021 

Senator Alan J. Exon  
BRAG Chairman 
1700 J. Moore S t r e e t  

VA 22209 

This could be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a I1Class 4ctiorP 
reques t  t o  you. I am t r y i n g  t o  t ransmi t  t o  you, tllc 
f e e l i n g s  of I l i l i t a r y  Active Duty personnel,  t h e i r  de- 
pendents and a l s o  Retired N i l i t a r y  personnel,  t t i 2 i r  

dependents. Tliat is:  I would hope t h a t  you us1? your 
good ofjfice t o  keep ditzsimons Army Meciical Cenlzr 
of f  t h e  c losure  h i t  l i e t .  

Fitzsimons serves  nun,arous ttIZetirces :L id t h e i r  
Jkpendents" t h r u  out  t h e  i3enver a r e a  and U, adjl icent  
States .  Also a couple of l'ative-American t r ibe , ;  a r e  
serv iced  t h r u  Fitzsimons. !3y the term of " s e r ~ . i c e d ~ ~  
I r e f e r  t o  t h e  use of C iv i l i an  and Mi l i t a ry  I)ocl,ors 
and t h e  f i l l i n g  of medical prescr ip t ions .  

Anything t h a t  you might be ab le  t o  do I'or 
us,  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be apprec.iated. 

S incere ly  











M r .  A l a n  J.  D ixon ,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

Kay 4, 1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon ,  

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Cen te r  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  #low. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on  
these  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  'f.12,OOO p e r  y e a r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be done legally under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be removed f r o m  t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved Tor r e a l i g n m e n t  as a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtlown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  approve 
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



-Air f b r h  Association 
(Associate Member) 
A? Force Sergeant's Association 
An~ericarl Ex-POW'S 
Afrile High Chapter 
Ari~erican GI Forum 
Arnerican Legion Department of Colorado W 0 

f- 

['/pet Reserve Association ."UV@ ljrsahled American Veterans Department of Colorado ' 0 

G.7Id Star Wives 
3 $,." 
u'/ 

.lew~sh War Veterans 
+q '. 0 ! fL7rirte Corps League 

hlililary Order of "Serving over 400.000 Veterans snd 
the Furple Ifeart Their Families in Colorado" 
Naiiorial Association of Uniform Estsblishcd 1971 

Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
P4ntlor~al Guard Association 
cf Colorado 
Navy L eagrle 
No11 Cornn~issioned Officers 
Association 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Molintain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Asper? Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Associafion 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWl, USA 
Vietnarn Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Arrny Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile High Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 

FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION Associafion, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Associalion, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Cen~ter and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 emplc~yees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential fac!ilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Publfc Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size a£ the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (UVC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DV.A) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
v 

Stanley A. Hanson 
Chairman 



M r .  A l a n  J. D ixon ,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

Kay 4, $995 
Dear Chairman D ixon ,  

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Center  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round  o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAG 111. 

We have been a c t i - v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e - t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on 
these peopl-e,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  yea r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on  a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as  w e l l  as  r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be  done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Public Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be removed f r o m  t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as  a j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  V A  h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above.  
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  approve 
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  r e q u e s t e d .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



M r .  A lan  J. D ixon ,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

May 4 ,  1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon,  

We R e t i r e e / V e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Color.ado a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Cen te r  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as  a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as  
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
yea rs  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents in t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n l a n c i a l  h a r d s n i p  on  
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  yea r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMIT7EE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as  w e l l  as  r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
W e  a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be removed f rom t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA  h o s p i t - a 1  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  app rove  
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



~ > r  f-orce'Association 
('Associate Member) 
As'r Force Sergeant's Association 
Arr~erican Ex-PO W'S 
A,rile High Chapter 
American GI Forum 
Arrlerican Legion Department of Colorado 
l>,sabled American Veterans Department of Colorado > P 
f7aat Reserve Association 

0 

G*>ln' Star Wives 
Jewrsh War Veterans 
fi .J,?t irie Corps League 
hlrb(ary Older of "Serving over 400.000 Veterans and 
the Purple Heart Their Families in Caloredo" 

Natlol~al Association of Uniform Established 1971 
Fenrices - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Pv'ntronal Guard Association 
cf Colorado 
NRVV Leagire 
Not, Colnrr~issioned Officers 
Association PITZSIMONS IIOSPITAL RESOLUTION 

Faralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mountain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Milila~y Widows 
Asper] Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Cou~icil of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterar~s of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women 's Arn?y Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile 1-figh Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 
Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
BPnd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Wealth Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently oper,ated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (WC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
It v 

stanley A. Hanson 
Chairman 



M r .  A lan  J. D ixon,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

May 4, 1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon,  

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Cen te r  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and Do0 as a nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on 
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  yea r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a J l y  l o w l i n c o m e  o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t r o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  N o  one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a 26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as  w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be  done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be  removed f r o m  t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i . v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  V A  h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a rea .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  app rove  
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  

s i n c e r e l y ,  -1 
PJ&/O%;~L- / 

4 5 o<sn F CT7--- 
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Their Families in Colorado" 
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PITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of Ari7erica 
Moljntain States Chapter 
Pearl !{arbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Cliapters of t l ~ e  Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Depaflment of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile tfigh Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 
Association, lnc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Associa?ion, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payrol.1 in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences CI- =nter 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (WC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized and directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
n * 

Stanley A .  tIanson 
Chairman 



M r .  A l a n  J. D ixon ,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

May 4, 1i 995 
Dear Chair-man D ixon ,  

We R e t i r e e / V e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Cen te r  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round  o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
yea rs  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchlment a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on 
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  y e a r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p i e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  Jow income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  pr-omises o f  l i f e  t j m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  a s  w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be  done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
W e  a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be removed f r o m  t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-ROD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  W e  have been told t h a t  the U n i v e i . s i t y  o f  Co io rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  ar rangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE O F  COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  app rove  
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i r n o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

/- / 
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WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
# 2 1  and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1.920 and 
redesigned in 1973  as Fitzsimorls Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 emplclyees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government con.tracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576 .5  acres, including the main ~ospital w h i c h  
has over 3 7 0  beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land lockedw regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
9 7 - 1 7 4 ,  "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and th~e Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to joint.1~ operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97 -174 ;  therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (WC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized directed by Public Law 97 -174  in efitablishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the RRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 9 7 - 1 7 4  and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Stanley A. Hanson 
Chairman 



M r .  A l a n  J. D ixon ,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore St. S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

May 4,  1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon,  

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Center  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111.  

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on  t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on 
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  y e a r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on  a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as  w e l l  as  r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be  removed f r o m  t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as a j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and is i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  app rove  
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  
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Association 

"Serving over 400.000 Veterans and 
Their Fnmilies in Colorado" 

Esrsblished 1971 

PITZSIMONS IIOSPITAL KESOLUTlON 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of Ariierica 
Mountain States Chapter 
Pearl Ha~bor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Milita~y Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Vetera~~s of Foreign Wars 
of the U, S. Depaltment of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Arn~y Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile I-figh Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 
Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximate1.y 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Cc =nter 
(University of Colorado IIospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (UVC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized & directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
n I 

Stanley A.  Hanson 
Chairman 



M r .  A l a n  J. D ixon,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  Su i - te  1425 
A r l i n g - t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

tiay 4, 1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon,  

We R e t i r e e / V e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and deep ly  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Cen te r  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  medl ica l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on 
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  y e a r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as  w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Public Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be removed f r o m  t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
List and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as  a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  pur-chasing t h e  VA  h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  approve 
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  



.41r Force Association 
('Associate Member) 
,+r Force Sergeant's Association 
.Arnericar~ Ex-POW'S 
A,~ile Ffrgh Chapter 
Alnerican GI Foruni 
Ar~lcrican Legion Deparlrnent of Colorado 
Disabled American Veterans Deparfment of Colorado 
I bet Reserve Association 
G d d  Star Wives 
.lew~sIi War Veterans 
A f ~ t  irie Corps League 
hliblary Order of "Serving over 400,000 Veterms and 
the Purple Heart Their Families in Colorado" 
N3tlo1ial Association of Urliform Esrsblished 1971 

Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
P2ottonal Guard Association 
cf Colorado 
Navv League 
No11 Cornritissioned Officers 
Assr)ciation FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION 

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Moclntairi States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Ct~apters of tile Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Arrr~y Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile I f i g l~  Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25111 Division 
Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimorls serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding expansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enac!ted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (WC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DV'A) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized and directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Stanley A. Hanson 
Chairman 



M r .  A lan  J. D ixon ,  Chairmarl 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

Kay 4, 1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon,  

We R e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and d e e p l y  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Cen te r  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and Do0 as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
yea rs  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on 
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  y e a r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l ~ v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents as  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member- c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l  i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as w e l l  as  r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
T h i s  can be  done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be removed f rom t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
med ica l  f a c i l i t y .  W e  have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  wou ld  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA  h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a .  

A t t a c h e d  is a copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  approve 
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  u r g e n t l y  r e q u e s t e d .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  I 
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Faralyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mountain States Chapter 
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Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired E~ilisted Association 
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of the U. S. Departrnent of Colorado 
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Veterans Association 
Mile I-ligh Chapter 
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WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in 1920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest c i t y  in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, the maim Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding e!xpansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirabi1i.t~ of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enaeted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 
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Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97 -174 ;  therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (WC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized directed by Public Law 9 7 - 1 7 4  in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 9 7 - 1 7 4  and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Stanley A.  Hanson 
Chairman 



M r .  A l a n  J. D ixon ,  Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 N o r t h  Moore S t .  S u i t e  1425 
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  22209 

hay 4, 1995 
Dear Chairman D ixon ,  

We R e t i r e e i V e t e r a n s  h e r e  i n  Co lo rado  a r e  a la rmed  and d e e p l y  
concerned t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  Cen te r  has been s e l e c t e d  by 
t h e  Army and DoD as a  nominee f o r  t h e  n e x t  round  o f  base c l o s u r e s  as 
p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

We have been a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  on t h e  open base r o s t e r ,  an e f f o r t  wh ich  
has p a i d  o f f  u n t i l  now. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  Denver,  FAMC p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  
70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  dependents i n  t h e  catchment  a r e a  around 
FAMC. C l o s i n g  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  seve re  f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h i p  on 
t h e s e  peop le ,  many whose average p e n s i o n  i s  o n l y  $12,000 p e r  yea r .  
M i l i t a r y  widows r e c e i v e  even l e s s .  

These a r e  p e o p l e  who have d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l j v e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
a t t e n d e n t  h a r d s h i p s ,  u n c e r t a i n t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p romises  o f  l i f e  t i m e . m q d i c a 1  c a r e  
f o r  themse lves  and t h e i r  dependents a: p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d e f e r r e d  earned 
compensat ion w h i l e  t h e y  were on a c t i v e  d u t y .  No one e v e r  g o t  r i c h  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  an u n f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  
Army M e d i c a l  c e n t e r  open, Our UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO. 
a  26 member c o a l i t i o n  o f  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  and v e t e r a n s  o r - g a n i z a t i o n s  
have made an e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  need t o  keep F i t z s i m o n s  a  v i a b l e  
o p e r a t i n g  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a c t i v e  d u t y  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  
a r e a  as  w e l l  as r e t i r e e s ,  v e t e r a n s ,  m i l i t a r y  widows and dependents.  
This can be done l e g a l l y  under  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  P u b l i c  Law 97-174. 
We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  be removed f rom t h e  Base C l o s u r e  
L i s t  and approved f o r  r e a l i g n m e n t  as a  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  VA-DOD o p e r a t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  We have been t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Co lo rado  
H o s p i t a l  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  and j o i n  t h i s  arrangement  and i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  VA h o s p i t a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  downtown a rea .  

A t t a c h e d  is a  copy o f  t h e  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  UNITED 
VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  above. 
Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and recommendat ion t o  approve 
r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  j s  u r g e n t l y  reques ted .  
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.4hlCorce Association 
(Associate Member) 
,4 i Force Sergeant's Association 
.4n,erican Ex-POW'S 
Arrile High Chapter 
American GI Forum 
American Legion Department of Colorado 
l7rsabledAmerican Veterans Department of Colorado ' r- 

\ b e t  Reserve Association 
0 

Ciold Siar Wives 
. lew~sh War Veterans 
L q.21 h e  Corps League 
hf~liiary Order of "Serving over 400,000 Veterans and 
the Purple Head Their Families in Color8do" 
hlat~onal as so cia ti or^ of Uniform Established 1971 
Services - Rocky Mountain Chapter 
P4nfional Guard Association 
of Colorado 
Na1.v League 
NOII .Cornmwsioned Officers 
Association FITZSIMONS HOSPITAL RESOLUTION 

ParaIyzed Veterans 
of America 
Mountain States Chapter 
Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association, Inc. 
Society of Military Widows 
Aspen Leaf Chapter 
The Colorado Council of 
Chapters of the Retired 
Officers Association 
The Retired Enlisted Association 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U. S. Department of Colorado 
Veterans of WWI, USA 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Colorado State Council 
Women's Army Corps 
Veterans Association 
Mile Higli Chapter 
1st Marine Division 
25th Division 
Association, Inc. Rocky Mt. Chapter 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Inc. 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado 
has a long and distinguished history serving the United States 
Armed Forces since it was established in 1918 as General Hospital 
#21 and remained Fitzsimons General Hospital in I920 and 
redesigned in 1973 as Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and is 
located in Aurora, Colorado, the fourth largest city in the State 
with close in temporary residential units for families of 
hospitalized patients and has close proximity to the new DIA 
(Denver International Airport) and has 4100 employees (military 
and civilian), an annual payroll in excess of 157 million, and 
services over $52 million in local government contracts; and 

WHEREAS, the present complex of 282 buildings and 99 other 
structures sits on 576.5 acres, including the main Hospital which 
has over 370 beds. Fitzsimons serves approximately 876,000 
military personnel, retirees, and their families in thirteen 
surrounding states and native Americans receiving assistance 
through the Public Health Service. 

WHEREAS, The Denver Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) 
which has over 440 beds and serves over 250,000 outpatients 
annually is effectively "land locked" regarding ehxpansion and 
faces an unacceptable situation regarding space for patient 
parking and no close in temporary residential facilities for 
families which affects both access and desirability of service 
with present outpatient volume of 250,000 per year and the 
staffing and medical facilities are currently operated in 
conjunction with the University Health Sciences Center 
(University of Colorado Hospital and Medical School); and 

WHEREAS, The Congress of These United States enacted Public Law 
97-174, "The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense 

OFFICE ADDRESS: 1900 Grant - Suite 500 - Denver, C:olorado 80203 



Health Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act", that 
enabled the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense and other entities; such as, the University Health 
Sciences Center (University of Colorado) to jointly operate a 
hospital of the nature and size of the Fitzsimons Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and The Denver 
Veterans Administration Hospital are closely located and 
exceptionally qualified to operate jointly under the guidelines 
established by Public Law 97-174; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, United Veterans Committee (UVC) supports and 
encourages the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the 
Department of Defense and other entities, to act in concert as 
authorized directed by Public Law 97-174 in establishing and 
operating Fitzsimons Medical Center as Joint Venture Hospital and 
that the BRAC (Base Realignment and Closure Commission) remove 
Fitzsimons Medical Center from the closure list and allow it to 
be realigned for reuse under public law 97-174 and allow the 
respective entities five years to develop a reuse plan to 
continue operation of the Fitzsimons Hospital. 

Dated this 22th day of March, 1995. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
n 1 

stanley A. Hanson 
Chairman 
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10710 E. Empire Dr 
Franktown, CO 80116 

5 May 1'995 

Mr. Alan Dixon, Chairman 
Ms. Nendp Steele 
Ms. Rebecca Cox 
Mr. Lee Kling 
Mr. Al Cornella 
Ret. A m y  General Jose Robles 
Ret. Air Force General J. B. Davis 
Ret. Navy Admiral Benjamin Montoya 

Members of the BRAC Commission: 

With over 50 years of military experience, the possibility of closing 
Fitzsimons A m y  Medical Center (FAMC) has to be the most .idiotic 
proposal 1 have ever heard of. Fitzsimons is a faciligy fully 
operational, meeting a vital continuous need locally and over a large 
14 State area, staff by exceptional professional personnel, serving 
an extremely large diversed patient load of approximatly one million 
AND IS (TOST EFFECTIVE in saving the federal government money (military --- 
medical treatment vs CW~S/Medicare cost). The Pentagon ignoring 
the obvious requirements - is ludicrous! 

Keep Fitzsimons operational. By such action you will be doing the 
military and this great country, a commendable service - now and in 
the future responce readiness. 

Concerned 

Copy to : 
Commander (cis) FAMC 



A t t n .  

R w n n  

M r .  A1 Cornel l a  
Defense Base Realignment 

& Closure Commission May 5. 1995 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anyone can imagine how much we would miss Fi tzs lmons 

i f  i t  were n o t  t he re .  They have taken care of us fo r  over  twenty  f i v e  

years.  My husband had TB and they  brought  h l m  through t h a t  - I r h a d  a 

mal ignant  Thyro id  and they  brought me through t h a t .  They a l s o  took care 

of ou r  two boys. I n  t he  l a s t  f e w  years  they  have r e a l l y  improvcd and 

enlarged the  h o s p i t a l  and we a r e  very  proud of  t he  work they have done. 

It i s  n o t  j q s t  we m i l i t a r y  people who depend on F i tzs imons b u t  

s ince Lowry i s  gone a l l  o f  Denver as  well as the  sur rounding s t a t e s  

a re  a f f e c t e d .  I cgn remember my unc le  who was a Spanish Amcrican 

War Veteran and F' i tzsimons took care o f  h im i n  h i s  l a s t  l l l n e s , s .  My 

t w i n  b r o t h e r  d i e d  o f  cancer in F i  tzsimons and they were so good t o  him. 

Please do t he  very  bes t  you can t o  keep t h i s  wonderful  h o s p i t a l .  

Mrs. Kather ine Shel ton 

Wife o f  deceased veteran 

T/Sgt. Janies D. Shel ton 

1903 A v i a t i o n  Dr. 
Corona, C a l i f o r n i a  91720 

T e l .  (909) 7.35-1173 

T/Sgt. James 0. She1 t on  

R e t i r e d  A.F. 

458-07-3581 SS 

Deceased February 27 ,  1995 

Fax ( 9 0 9 )  735-6365 



A t t n .  

Ms. Rebecca Cox 
Defense Base Real fgnment 

B Closu re  Commission May 5 ,  1995 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anyone can imagine how much we would mjss  F i t zs imons  
if i t  were n o t  t h e r e .  They have taker) care  of us f o r  o v e r  twen ty  f i v e  
yeat-s.  My f lusband had TB and t h e y  b r o u g h t  h im  th rough  t h a t  - I' b a d  a 

ma7 fgnan t  Thy ro fd  and t h e y  b rough t  me th rough  t h a t .  They a l s o  t o o k  c a r e  
of o u r  two boys. I n  t h e  l a s t  few yea rs  they have r e a l l y  i n ~ p r o v e d  and 
en la rged  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and we are v e r y  p roud  of  t h e  work t h e y  have done. 

It i s  n o t  j u s t  we m i l i t a r y  peop le  who depend on F i t zs imons  b u t  

s i n c e  Lowry Is gone a l l  o f  Denver 'ak  w e l l  a s  the  su r round ing  s t a t e s  

a r e  a f fec ted.  I can remember n v  u n c l e  who was a Spanish American 
War Veteran and F f t zs imons  took  c a r e  o f  h im  i n  h i s  last i l l n e s s .  My  

t w i n  b r o t h e r  d i e d  o f  cancer  i n  F l t zs in lons  and t h e y  were SO good t o  hlm. 

Please do t h e  v e r y  b e s t  you  can t o  keep t h l s  wonder fu l  h o s p i t a 1 .  

Mrs .  K a t h e r i n e  S h e l t o n  

Wife o f  deceased v e t e r a n  
T/Sgt. James 0. She l ton  

1903 A v j a t i o n  D r .  

Corona, Cal i f o r n i a  91720 
T e l .  (909) 735-1173 

T / S g t .  James D. S h e l t o n  

R e t i r e d  A.F. 

458-07-3581 SS 

Deceased February  27, 1995 

Fax (909) 735-6365 

A t t n .  
R R- 

Mr. t e e  K l i n g  

Defense Base Real ignment 

& C losure  Commission May 5, 1995 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anyone can imagine how much we would  miss ~ l t z s i m o n s  

If 5t were n o t  there. They have taken c a r e  o f  us f o r  o v e r  twen ty  f i v e  

y e a r s .  M y  husband had 70 and t h e y  b rough t  h im th rough  t h a t  - 'I had a 

ma'l ignant  T h y r o i d  and t h e y  br-ought me t h r o u g h  t h a t .  They a l s o  took  ca re  

o f  o u r  two boys. I n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  t h e y  have r e a l l y  jmproved and 
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enlarged t h e  h o s p i t a l  and  we a re  very  proud o f  the work they have done. 
I I t  i s  not just we mil i t a ry  peop le  who depend on F i t z s l m o n s  b u t  

since Lowry i s  gone a l l  o f  Denver a s  well a s  the s u r r u u n d i n g  states 
are affected. I can rernen~ber n~y unclc  who was a Spanish American 

War Veteran and Fitzsirnons took care o f  h i m  in h i s  l a s t  Illness. My 
twin brother d i ed  o f  cancer i n  Fitzsimons and they were so good t o  him. 

Please do t h e  ve ry  b e s t  you can t o  keep thfs wonderful t1osp.i t a l  . 

Mrs. Katherine She1 ton 

Wife o f  deceased veteran 

T/Sgt. James D. She1 ton 

1903 Aviation Dr. 

Corona, California 91720 

Tel. (909) 735-1173 

T/Sgt. James D .  Shelton 

Retired A . F .  

458-07-3581 SS 

Deceased February 27 ,  1995 

Fax (909) 735-6365 



At tn .  

Ms.  Wendy Steel e 
Defense Base Real ignment 

& Closure Commission May 5, 1995 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anyone can imagine how much we would miss F i tzs imons 

I f  J t  were n o t  t he re .  They have taken care  o f  us f o r  over  twenty  f i v e  

years.  My husband had TB and they  brought  him through t h a t  - I - h a d  a 

mal ignant  Thyro id  and they  brought  me through t h a t .  They a l s o  took care  

O f  ou r  two boys. In the  l a s t  f e w  years  they  have r c a l l y  improved and 

enlarged t he  h o s p i t a l  and we a re  ve ry  proud o f  the  work they have done. 

I t  is n o t  j u s t  we m i l i t a r y  people who depend on F i tzs imons b u t  

s ince  Lowry i s  gone a l l  o f  Denver as w e l l  a s  the  sur rounding s t a t e s  

are  a f fec ted .  I can remember niy unclc who was a Spanish American 

War Veteran and F i t zs imons  took care o f  him i n  h i s  l a s t  i l l n e s s .  My 
t w i n  brother  d i e d  o f  cancer i n  F i tzs imons and they were so good t o  him. 

Please do t he  very  bes t  you can t o  kccp t h i s  wonderful  h o s p i t a l .  

Mrs. Kather ine  Shel ton  

W i f e  o f  deceased veteran 

T/Sgt .  James D. Shel ton 

1903 A v i a t i o n  D r .  

Corona, C a l i f o r n i a  91720 

Tel. (909) 735-1173 

T/Sg t .  James D. Shel ton  

R e t i r e d  A.F. 
458-07-3581 SS 

Deceased February 27, 1995 

Fax (909) 735-6365 
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A t  t n  . 
BRAC Commi s s l  on 
Mr. Alan D i x o n ,  Chairman 
Defense Base Realignment 

& Closure Commission 

.. 

May 5 ,  1995 

I don ' t  think anyone can imagine how much we would m i s s  Fitzsimons 

i f  i t  were not the re .  Thcy have taken care  of us f o r  over twenty f i v e  

years .  My husband had TB and they brought him through t h a t  - I bad a 

malignant Thyroid and they brought me through t h a t .  They a l s o  took care  

o f  our two  boys. In the l a s t  few years they have r e a l l y  improved and 

enlarged the h o s p i t a l  and wc a re  very proud  of the work t h e y  have done. 

I t  i s  not just wc nlili t a r y  people who depend on F i  tzsimor~s but 

s ince Lowry i s  gone a l l  of Denver a s  well a s  the surrounding ~ t a t e s  

a r e  a f f e c t e d .  I can remember my uncle who was a Spanish American 

War Veteran and Fitzsimons took care of h f m  i n  his l a s t  i l l n e s s .  My 

twin brother died of cancer in Fitzsimons and they were so good t o  him. 

Please do the very best  you can t o  keep t h i s  wonderful hosp i t a l .  

Mrs. Katherine Shel ton 

Wife o f  deceased veteran 

T/Sgt .  James D. Shelton 

1903 Aviation Dr. 

Corona, California 91720 

Tel . (909) 735-1173 

T/Sgt .  James D. Shel ton  
Retired A . F .  

458-07-3581 SS 

Deceased February 27, 1995 

Fax (909) 735-6365 



A t t n .  

7 
Ret. Army General Jose ~ o b l e i  
Defense Base Realignment 
& C losu re  Commission May 5 ,  1995 

I d o n ' t  think anyone can imagine how much we would n ~ l s s  Fitzsimons 

i f  i t were not t he re .  They have taken care o f  us f o r  over twen ty  five 

years .  My husband had TB and they brought him t t t r o u g h  t h a t  - ' I  Qad a 
malignant Thyrold and thay brought me t l~rough t h a t .  They a l s o  took ca re  

o f  ou r  two boys. In the last f ew  years  they have rea l ly  lrnproved and  

enlarged the hospital and we arc very proud of the work they have done. 

I t  1 s  not just we mllitary people who depend on Fitzsimons but  

s ince  Lowry j s  gone all o f  Denver as well as the  s u r r o u n d i r ~ g  states 
are affected. I can remember my u n c l e  who was a Spanish Anlerican 

War Veteran and Fitzstmons took ca re  o f  him i n  h i s  last i l l n e s s .  My 
twfn b ro the r  died of  cancer i n  Fitzsimons and they were So good to hfm. 

Please do the v e r y  bes t  you can to keep t h f s  wonderful h o s p i t a l .  

Mrs. Katherine Shel t o n  

Wife o f  deceased veteran 

T/Sgt .  James D. Shel ton 

1903 Aviation Dr. 

Corona, C a l i f o r n i a  91720 

T e l  . (909) 735-1173 

T / S g t .  James D. Shel t o n  

Retired A.F.  

458-07-3581 SS 
Deceased February 2 7 .  1995 

Fax (909) 735-6365 



293 Titan Street 
Aurora, CO 8001 1 

May 5, 1995 

Mr. Alan Dixon 
Chairman, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore St. 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Re: Closure of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I am aware that representatives of Aurora, Colorado appeared before the BRAC 95 Commission on 
April 20, 1995 to appeal the proposed closing of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center, which serves as 
a regional hospital for fourteen western states. As a 76 year old Air Force retired officer whose 
career dates back to World War 11, I have grave concerns that the thousands of us in that category 
will not be afforded the health care and other benefits that we so rightfully earned. In deference to 
your busy schedule, I will review as briefly as possible the cause for my concern and basis for this 
letter. 

The Department of Defense without fail has provided complete health care including prescription 
medications and commissary and base exchange privileges for retirees as earned benefits. These 
benefits have always been considered as a fundamental element of basic retired pay, apparently at 
all echelons, since the DOD has made them available without equivocation. Granted, some of us 
had to travel some distance to avail ourselves of these services. But sharp reductions in the DOD 
budget has forced the priority to be focused to combat readiness, and that is as it should be. With 
mission requirements now demanding more funds than are available, what will be the ultimate 
impact on the retiree? For example, in the area of medical care, what are the alternatives for the 
aged retirees -- DOD TRICARE? From what I understand, that program does not apply to retirees 
over age sixty-five. We are told that proposed legislation an acceptable alternative to retirees 
65 and over. Knowing the snail pace of the Congress on the national health care program, that is 
certainly not an option one would want to hang his hat on. And we don't even know if the 
proposed legisiation includes prescription medicine, the real crux of the potentiai problem for this 
age group. 

There are two other possible options for the retirees. First, travel the necessary distance to a military 
hospital that provides the medical care required. But with the budget crunch affecting the entire 
DOD spectrum, there is no assurance that other sites will have the manpower and dollars to accept 
the added workload. Secondly, there is Medicare. The problems with this health care program are 
well documented, and there seems to be no near-term fix. In addition, there are added costs of 
Medicare A & B, supplemental health care costs, and added expenses to be paid by the retiree where 
health-care provider charges differ from that covered by Medicare. On top of that, one must add 
the cost of prescription medications. For the retiree to be forced to this option would be tantamount 
to a pay reduction, and in many cases, a very si&cant one. 



.. 
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Mr. Alan Dixon 
May 5, 1995 
Page 2 

For one who spent thirty years serving his country, I have the utmost confidence in the Department 
of Defense and the military leadership at all levels. I know the base closure package you have was 
thoroughly staffed and all interests were evaluated commensurate with available resources. But I also 
believe that the transfer of DOD dollars to other needy national programs has compelled the 
Department to accelerate actions while corrective programs are still in the planning and 
developmental stages. 

Commissioner Al Cornella was given a rousing reception upon his arrival at Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center on April 13,1995, by some two thousand retirees from the fourteen-state area served 
by the hospital. That was obvious testimony that they all agree with the official City of Aurora 
position to not close the installation. I heard many voice concern, that ontx the gates were closed, 
that planning for alternative relief programs would be deemphasized, causing a serious gap or non- 
availability of quality medical care. From what is apparent today, that may have some validity. 

Mr. Chairman, if you find that the removal of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center from the closure 
list is totally impractical, I would urge you consider deferring the closure of Fitzsimons. Once 
alternative programs are viable and in place, appropriate closure actions could ensue. 

Whatever your final action, Mr. Chairman, my thanks to you and the other: Commissioners for the 
sacrxce of your valuable time in assisting our nation through a difficult period of budget reduction. 

Respectfully, 

*B05 
Col. USAF/Ret 
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At tn .  

R B a r l q q ~ n n  . . 

, Re t i r ed  Navy Admiral Benjamin Montoya 

Defense Base Reallgnrnent 

& Closure Commissian May 5, 1995 

I don't t h i n k  anyone can imagine how much we would m i s s  F i tzs imons 

i f  i t  were n o t  there. They h a v e  taken care  o f  us f o r  ove r  twenty f i v e  

yearb. My husband had TB a n d  thcy brought  h i m  through t h a t  - I bad a 
t ~ a l  i g q a n t  Thyroid and they  b rough t  me t h r o u g h  t h a t .  Ttley a l s o  took care 
0 f  ~ l / r  two boys. In  the  last f e w  years  they have really i n ~ p r o v e d  and 

enlarged the h o s p i t a l  and we are very proud o f  t h e  work they have done. 

It IS not  j u s t  we m i l i t a r y  people who depcnd on Fl tzsirnons b u t  
since Lowry i s  gone a l l  of  Denver  a s  wcll a s  t he  sur rounding states  

&re affected. I can remember my u n c l e  who war a Spanish Anierican 

War Veteran and Fi tzs imons took care o f  h im i n  his  l a s t  i l l n e s s .  My 
t w i n  bpother  d i e d  o f  cancer I n  F i t z s i m o n s  and they  were so yood t o  hlm. 

Please do the very  bes t  you ,can t o  keep t h i s  wonderful h o s p i t a l .  

i 
1 

Mrs. Ka t h e r i  ne She1 ton  
- - --_ Wife o f  deceased veteran 

T/Sgt .  James 0. Shel ton 

1903 A v i a t i o n  Dr. 

Corona, Ca 1 l f o r n i a  91720 

Tel .  (909) 735-1173 

T/Sgt .  James D. Shel ton 

R e t i r e d  A.F. 

458-07-3581 SS 

Deceased February 27, 1995 

Fax (909) 735-6365 



A t t r .  

Re t l r ed  A i r  Force General J.B. Davis 

defense Base Real ignment 

k Clasqre Commi ss i on  May 5, 1995 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anyone can imagine how much we would m i s s  Fitzsirnons 

i f  i t  were no t  there. They have taken care  of us f o r  over  twenty f i v e  

yeat-s. My husband had T8 and they  brought  him through t h a t  - I' had a 

mal ignant  Thyro id  and they  brought  mc through t h a t .  They a l s o  took care 

of our  two boys. I n  t he  l a s t  few years  they have r e a l l y  improved and 

epiarged t he  h o s p i t a l  and we a re  ve ry  proud o f  t he  work they have done. 

I t  i s  n o t  j u s t  we m i l i t a r y  people who depend on F i tzs imons b u t  

s lnce Lowry i s  gone a l l  o f  Denver as  w e l l  a s  the  sur rounding s t a t e s  

a re  a f fec ted .  I can remember niy unc le  who was a Spanish American 

War Veteran and F i tzs imons took c a r e  of him i n  h i s  l a s t  i l l ne s s .  My 
t w i n  b r o t h e r  d i ed  of  cancer i n  F i tzs imons and they  were so good t o  him. 

p lease  do t he  ve ry  bes t  you can t o  keep this wonderful  h o s p i t a l .  

Mrs. Ka ther ine  She1 ton  

Wi fe  o f  deceased veteran 

T/Sgt .  James D. Shel ton 

1903 A v i a t i o n  Dr. 

Corona, C a l i f o r n i a  91720 

Te l .  (909) 7'35-1173 

T/Sgt. James 0. Shel ton 

R e t i r e d  A.F. 

458-07-3581 SS 

Deceased February 27, 1995 

Fax (909) 735-6365 
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I3ASE REALIGNMENT and CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STIU:ET 
ARLINGTON, VA. 22209 ' 1 i -  

BRAC COMMISSIONERS < 
k '  

cb 
I really and truly sympathize with the extremely hard decisions you must make on which 

Bases must be closed. Please keep in mind some of the following truths and hard facts that 
were presented to the Commission on April 20 by the Fitzsimons Initiative Group. There should 
be no reason to close Fitz. just based on what the group presented. I believe there is other 
overwhelming reasons why it is your duty to hlfill the 'Contractuall Promise' made to every 
person who gave their lives, for every h i l y  who has suffered to sustain our beloved country. 
Every person who joined our Armed Forces were guaranteed full medical coverage for life if 
they would risk their life for 20 or 30 or more years. We maintain the best Armed Forces in the 
world because these citizens have stepped forward to put their lives, on the line in every conflict 
our country has encountered. Those who were fortunate to survive these conflicts, should never 
be forgotten because they were there for you and me. Fitzsimons is the realization of their 
country's promise. How can we ever look into the eyes of any person who steps forward to take 
the oath to defend our country and tell them what our country promises, are lies and most likely 
will be taken away in the name of "Budget Cuts". The most important asset in our country is 
our people. We will spend millions and millions of dollars and risk countless of lives to save 
citizens of other countries because we love our freedom. It is not you or I that risk life or limb to 
preserve this cherished right for people in all parts of the world, it is the dedicated U.S. citizen 
and their families of our Armed Forces. 

In your hands now is a decision that can show countless of numbers of Veterans and their 
surviving families that the People of the United States will keep their promises. Our country will 
not only give our Armed Forces the best weapons to defend our country but we will also stand 
by them when the are struck down , to give them the best Medical care our country can provide- 
and you all really know that this is Fitzsimons Army Medical Center 

Please make us proud of your Commission by doing the right thing. Vote to take Fitzsimons 
off the BRAC list. 
Every veteran dead or alive throughout the history of our country  rill stand and applaud your 
patriotic vote. 

Thank you . God and Country will love you. 

SINCERELY, T W K  YOU. 

ART CALDWEILL 



W. B. Smallwood Jr. 
2620 Iliff 

Boulder, Colorado 80303 

May 8,1995 

Mr. Alan J. Dixon, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Chairman Dixon: 

We retireelveterans in Colorado are alarmed and deeply concerned that Fitzsimons 
Army Medical Center has been selected by the Army and DoD as a nominee for the next 
round of base closures as part of BRAC 111. 

We have been active participants in efforts for the past three years to keep 
Fitzsimons on the open base roster, an effort which has paid off until now. In addition to 
the active duty military personnel remaining in Denver, FAMC provides medical care for 
70,000 retirees and their dependents in the catchment area around FAMC. Closing 
Fitzsimons will create a severe financial hardship on these people, many whose average 
pension is $12,000 per year. Military widows receive even less. 

These are people who have dedicated their lives to all the attendant hardships, 
uncertainty, and historically low income of military service in return for promises of life- 
time medical care for themselves and their dependents as part of: their deferred earned 
compensation while they were on active duty. 

In anticipation of an unfavorable decision to keep Fitzsimons Army Medical center 
open, our United Veterans Committee of Colorado, a coalition of 26 retired military and 
veterans organizations , have made an extensive study of the need to keep Fitzsimons a 
viable operating medical facility to serve active duty remaining in the area as well as 
retirees, veterans, military widows, and dependents. This can be done legally under the 
provisions of Public Law 97-174. We are requesting that Fitzsimons be removed from the 
Base Closure List and approved for realignment as a joint venture VA-DOD operated 
medical facility. We have been told that the University of Colorado Hospital would 
support and join this arrangement and is interested in purchasing the VA hospital assets 
in the downtown area. 

Your favorable consideration and recommendation to approve realignment of 
Fitzsimons is urgently requested. 

Sincerely yours, 

W. H. Smallwood Jr. J 
Col.one1, USAR-Re t. 



ARAPAHOE COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER 
7325 SO. POTOMAC STREET 
ENGLEWOOD. CO 801 12 
(303) 649-6262 

May 8, 1995 

Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commissioners 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Chairman Alan Oixon and Com~issioneza: 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center was established to serve the 
national defense as the army's only inland army medical center. 

As the regional headquarters of the military heath care 
system, Fitzsimons serves 14 states and 953,000 beneficiaries. 
Fitzsimons (FAMC) serves more than 50,000 patients a month. On 
any typical day, FAMC has an inpatient load of 302, admits 53 
patients, provides care to 2,200 outpatients, takes 1,800 x-rays 
and performs 11,000 laboratory procedures. 

Fitzsimons also serves as a vital training link for medical 
interns and physicians with University Hospital and Denver 
General. 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center employs 2,250 civilian and 
contract personnel and an additional 1,723 military personnel. 
With a total payroll of over $328 million and $9.3 million in 
state income taxes generated, the loss of FAMC would be a serious 
blow to Colorado's economy. In addition, local consumer 
expenditures of $192 million would be affected, over 12,000 local 
jobs impacted and $52 million in lost contracts. 

PLEASE DO NOT CLOSE FITZSIMONS! 

Arapalfoe County Court 
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Herbert E. Waite MSGT, USAF Retired 
16702 E. Kentucky Avenue 
Aurora, CO 800 1 7 

The Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Senator Committee Members; 

Why is the Government abandon in^ its military retirees? 

I cannot comprehend the reasoning behind the planned closing of Fitzsimm~ons Army Medical 
Center in Aurora, Colorado. 

Many thousands of military retirees from the AuroraDenver metropolitan area depend upon 
Fitzsimmons Army Medical Center for their medical needs. Fitzsimmons not only offers services 
to those of us living in the area, but also to military retirees from the entire Rocky Mountain 
Region and many other surrounding states. 

I am left with the impression the U. S. Government cares more about the governments of Israel, 
Egypt, and Mexico, than its own military retirees who gave the best years of their lives to serve 
their country. Since ' 195 1, when I enlisted in the United States Air Force, I have watched as our 
country has given out billions and billions of dollars to one foreign country or another all over the 
world. And now ; our Government wants to close Fitzsimmons to safe money?? 

It appears to me that when military retirees grow old they are easily forgotten! I turned 65 in 
November of 1992. At that time I became ineligible for the CHAMPUS military insurance 
program. So now, the Social Security is withholding $40.00 per month to cover my Medicare B. 
coverage. 

I beg the the Department of Defense, through you, as my representative, to reconsider the closing 
of .Fitzsimmons and remove it from the "Hit List" 

Respecthlly yours, 

' ~erbe r t  E. Waite, MSG, (USAF Retired) 



Documel~t Separator 
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JOHN GARCIA, TSGT AF RETIRED 
1742 W. 102ND AVE 

THORNTON, CO 80221-6386 

Senator Alan Dixon 
BRAC Commission Chair 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, Va 22209 

May 17, 1995 

Dear Senator Dixon: 

I am writing to you and the other Commissioners concerning 
the possible closure of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC) in 
Colorado. I, and other retired enlisted members of the Armed 
Forces have a sincere and urgent need for the exceptional medical 
services provided by Fitzsimons. 

First, Many retired enlisted cannot afford any private 
health insurance. Those that can afford to pay for health 
insurance (because they have secured a job with good benefits), 
will lose these benefits when terminated for any reason before 
the age of 65. This loss of benefits will occur, most of the 
time, somewhere around five (5) to ten (10) years before being 
eligible for Medicare. Personnaly, I now have to-retire from my 
job (with a loss of health benefits) at the age of 59 because of 
hypertension and other stress factors. My retirement pay will 
not be adequate for securing private health insurance. 

Secondly, the costs of private insurance can be held down by 
utilization of Military Medical Treatment Facilities. The 
Military will not overcharge the insurance companies, nor will it 
commit fraud, as frequently occurs in the private sector. Also, 
upon being eligible for Medicare, if the military hospital were 
available, and if current law were to allow Medic'are to reimburse 
the Military, an immeasurable savinqs of millions of dollars or 
more could be realized for Medicare, by having the Military 
Hospital provide the health services, thus eliminating fraud and 
waste. (See attached copy of Letter to Congressmain David Skaggs 
of Colorado.) 

Next, there are numerous other reasons for keeping FAMC 
open, but I can only deeply question why it should close, not for 
my personal reasons, but other more important reasons, but not 
limited to the following: FITZSIMONS provides services in a 14 
state region, where it services four Army Hos~itals, three Army 
Clinics. 13 Air Force Bases. A Naval Trainincr Center. and 4 
Public Health Centers for Native Americans located on Tribal 
Reservations. 

John Garcia 
(303)-466-0185 



JOHN GARCIA, TSGT AF RETIRED 
1742 W. 102ND AVENUE 

THORNTON, CO 80221-6386 

May 17, 1995 

The Honorable David Skaggs 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1124 Longworth HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Skaggs: 

I urge you to support legislation to allow Medicare to 
reimburse the Department of Defense (DoD) for care provided to 
Medicare-eligible military beneficiaries in military treatment 
facilities (MTFs), a concept called "Medicare subvention". 

Military retirees and their families are entitled to medical 
treatment in MTFs on a space available basis. However, this is 
an unfulfilled commitment because budget cuts have forced 
military hospital commanders to deny health care to retirees 65 
or older. Older retirees, who fought in World W,ar 11, Korea and 
Vietnam, are especially hard hit. 

To compound the problem, Medicare-eligible retirees and 
their spouses are being "locked out" of Tricare :Prime (DoD's HMO- 
like plan). That's because DoD's appropriated dollars, which go 
for CHAMPUS and MTF operations, are diminishing. DoD asserts it 
will have virtually no "space available" care for older retirees, 
since current law doesn't allow Medicare to reimburse DoD for 
care it provides to retirees over 65. DoD actua.11~ can treat 
older retirees for less than Medicare would pay civilian provi- 
ders, but says it can't afford to enroll Medicare-eligible 
retirees in the Tricare program unless Congress changes the law 
to allow reimbursement from Medicare (subvention). Without your 
help in enacting subvention, older military retirees will be 
limited to using Medicare in the civilian community at higher 
cost to everyone -- Medicare, taxpayers and beneficiaries. 

Older retirees have earned military health care through 
decades of arduous and selfless ser?vice to this great country. 
I need your help on this important issue, and I look forward to 
your reply. 

Sincerely, 

~ - d L  
John Garcia 
(303)-466-0185 



18 May 1995 

Sergeant Major (Ret) Burrell Porter, AUS 
374 South Estes Street, #Dl Lakewood, Colorado, 80226 

HONORABLE MR. ALAN DIXON 
Chairman, Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
1700 North Moon Street , Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Maximum Land Use Proposal for Fitzsimmons Army Medical Center, Denver,Colorado 

The land mass at FAMC has a highest and best use, host to man.y other governmental 
agencies currently paying rent in the millions of dollars for high priced office space 
throughout Metro Denver. 

The Department of Agriculture has 16 different locationsr Commerce Department has 
3 locations, Corps of Engineers has 5 different locations, Headquarters, US Army Rec- 
ruiting has several officesf one being at 1600 Sherman Street, downtown, talk about 
high rent, that is tops. Over 100 different government agencies rent high priced office 
space, pay for a myriad amount of telephones, fax hookups, parking, janitorial service, 
et alif all the time, the LAND AT FAMC, totally under government control is idle. 

WORSE CASE SCENARIO, NO SECURITY.......... 

FAMC has more than adequate water, sewer, communications, a heliport to facilitate 
arrival and departure from Air National Guard Center at Buckeley or DIA. Abundant space 
and can easily be converted to a high security base. Additionally, FAMC is served by 
METRO bus, taking passengers to the front door of the hospital and a shuttle to deliver 
passengers to other locations. 

Why the Veterans Administration Medical Center is jammed in between 3 other large 
commercial hospitals remains a mystery. Worse, VAMC "finances and borrows" medical 
intern students from Colorado Health Science Center's Teaching Hospital. We veterans 
are guinea pigs for students to practice on. Since 1987, I have not seen the same eye 
doctor twice. The VAMC could utilize the student doctors, already skilled military men, 
and women, professional, for assistance. FAMC has a CATSCAN, M I R ,  sophisticated Nuclear 
medicine department, and a fabulous laboratory. The VAMC and the  colora ado Department 
of Public Health have to borrow the use of this technology, at cost. Relocate those 2 
medical centers to FAMC. Another savinqs would be the VAMC and Public Health utilizing 
the fully competent optical center at FAMC, rather than continuing to contract out to 
Rainbow Optic, a commercial activity located in U of Colo Health :Science Center. 

I could expound on the benefits of consolidating/merging many currently separate 
governmental agencies in a relocation to FAMC for hours. However, the principal benefit 
is a secure area, reduction in logistic support for over 100 agencies scattered over 
METRO Denver, and ease of acess to the user public. 

Yours for action as you deem. 



The Roaorabla Alan Dixoa-Ckair 
Base Realignvlent a ~ d  Closure Ccmxision 
1700 N. Moore S t r e e t  
Arl inpton,  V i r ~ i m i a  22209 

Dear S i r :  
I a n  w r i t i n g  t o  you t o  s a y  blow v i t a l  Fitzsinaoms Army 14edical 

c e a t o r  i a  t o  t he  t h o ~ ~ s a a d s  of us  m i l i t n r y  r e t i r e e s  from this I4 sta te  
a r e a  u ~ d  skauld n o t  be o n t  ha bas& c losu re  l ist .  

P r imar i ly  F i t z s inons  SIoopital should be coasiderlitd as a k 3 s p i t a l  
arad seeondly as a m i l i t a r y  base such as those t h a t  a r e  a p a r t  3f ou r  
defens ive  and o f f eas ive  u n i t s .  I just f i n i s h e d  r e a d i w  ou r  rovernor  
Roy Ronar 'r  l e t t e r  that  ha m o t e  t c ~  YOU a ~ d  I want t o  add ray s t r o n g  
endors~aent  t o  what he had t o  say. 

The enclosed c l ipp inr -  from +,he Derver R x k y  1I91rtrirz News 
t h a t  shows t he  impact it wct i ld  have on us r e t i r e e s  who pr.3 i snd  a 1 1  
medical needs m u l d  be f i l l e d  f o r  our  kavine  served 20230 yea r s  of 
r a i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  t o  ou r  country d u r i n ~ .  peacetinare a:ld war t i n e s .  P a r t  
o f  1p 20 yea r s  i n  t h e  r a i l i t a r ~ r  inclucler 3 years Dvarseas r?.&inp "J!f 11 
a l s q  my wife served am a :Jaw ?Iurse clur i l r  "Knl. 

This  c l ~ s u r e  w i l l  f o r c e  R e t , i r ~ - t s  i s  l o ? k  f w  sunplcmental 
insurance a ~ c '  a t  7ur a r e s  t11.e ore i i  rims a r e  vo 'lir-',) aild i t,' s c-o i ny 5 3 

?lake! it, ~ x t , r p ~ i l v  d i f r i c l l l t  f3r a lot;  ~f r e t i r e r s  +,? Day 'or r 3  -ve!'zr.e. 
Also t ' l ~ y  have rece-l t l - r  cxqnr.dr*i' + ?e C Q  1 ais ; .  - r , ' ejy b u i l t  

o 1. . .t>._?i-+, u n i m  bu i ld in - ,  a 1m~ C I + C + ~ ~ ,  i l 1 i i ~ 1 :  1 )u i ld i  g and +bere j s 
3 v ~ r  36,000,030 d o l l a r s  i n  nri?r c 3 i s & ~ . u c t i m  ong?iii acc9r  15.7" + 7 a 
recqrt i r i  " ~ e  Denver na--sp ape?-.s. It, d ? c s - i t  t mike t g  u s  t a  ~ x - a i ~ d  that, 
rzur:? m3nev ic! taxas and t,',:w~ ~ 1 3 s ~  the bass, I be l i eve  v-11 co i~ ld  S C P ~  f3r 
?plr  ~ ~ 3 1 ~  mhrl* P i t 7 5 0 n ~ ~  1T3'i3if 31 a1-3"LClds f3r 11s T P ~ ~ . T P ~ S  71us +,be? 
i7nnart it wquld I-rvp 91 t'ie an+ i r e  ~~)~:771~r l i t l r  i f  +,-is ' i i q ~ ~ i  t a l  iwrn t ~ )  
~17s;.  . S7 T ~ Q S ~ P C G I  ' r ~ ' ~  f , ~  fa]:? a hard lqok at, Fi t , ? s i r ?ns  " ~ s n i t a l  ax.! 
r ~ a l l v  t'yi-nk w k f J  it, nro~ld  mean t o  us t o  be denied why tl:a? ~ c d i c a l  he12 
i s  so  important  t o  t'nose i n  need of it, Thank v3u and care. 



mnE F S  
TIME TO MARCH 

The WBAMC medical atten- 
tion to illegal aliens brought in by 
the U.S. Border Patrol, but they deny 
treatment to veterans. This reallv 

Veterans are steadily being 
denied medical care at military med- 
ical facilities and at Veterans 
Administration hospitals. I was told 
on June 1, by the appointment recep- 
tionist in the cardiology department 
at the William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center (WBAMC) in El 
Paso, Tex., that they were no longer 
accepting veterans over the age of 65 
or veterans on CHAMPUS or 
Medicare. As the receptionist paused 
during our conversation on the 
phone, I heard a voice in the back- 
ground at her end of the line say, 
"Do not accept any appointments 
from veterans over the age of 55, or 
on CHAMPUS or Medicare." 

Even the WBAMC pharmacy will 
not accept prescriptions from civil- 
ian doctors for certain medications, 
and my heart medicine happened to 
be one of them. I had gotten into the 
WBAMC cardiology department 
about a year ago by demanding 
medical attention. Now, it is any- 
body's guess as to what will happen. 
I have written a letter to the White 
House and plan on writing to my 
members of Congress on this matter. 

doesn't make sense. Perhaps it is I 

J 

time for another veterans' march on 
Washington - I'm for it. 
SMSgt. (Ret.) Gordon C. Rolston 

Despite all the discussions to the 
\ 

contrary, Martin 0 .  Harwit seems to 
be hell-bent on doing the Enokf Gay 
exhibit his way, a completely dis- 
torted view. 

Those of us who were PObYs in 
Japan, performing slave labor, were 
eyewitnesses to the events leading 
up to the atomic bomb drops. During 
thirty-four months of starvation, beat- 
ings, and watching fellow prisoners 
die, we worked alongside Japanese 
civilians, many of whom became our 
friends. In the caste system, they 
were nothing more than coolie Labor- 
ers and during the last year of the war 
were almost as much prisoners as 
we were. Their food rations were ldown 
to starvation levels. . . . The military 
and civilian big shots were still living 
'high on the hog." 

,Within view of OW POW carrlp on I 

Tokyo Bay was Atsugi AB, where 
kamikaze pilots were being trained 
by the hundreds for the ,expc!cted 
invasion of Japan. We POWs were 
told we would be executed at the 
beginning of the invasion, a fact we I 
were already well aware of. 

We watched the military buildup by 
the Japanese in the entire Tokycl Bay 
area to the extent that we realized 
that any invasion would be a pr 
longed affair and without a doubt 
bloodiest loss of life in history. 
Japanese civilian co-workers k:ne 
this as well as we did, but they 
were classified as essential labo 
the Imperial Government and not al- 
lowed to evacuate the area. 

Most of the military strategists; 
timate that two to three million l i  
were saved by using atomic weap: 

than at the Air and 

ian friends, "Thanks, Enola Gay " 
Robert E. Altrna 
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NICK DEKRELL, MSGT AF RETIRED 
9396 RALEIGH STREET 

WESTMINSTER, CO 80030 

May 22, 1995 
Ms. Rebecca Cox 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington,Va 22209 

Dear Ms. Cox: 

I am writing to you concerning the possible closure of 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC) in Colorado. I, and other 
retired enlisted members of the Armed Forces have a sincere and 
urgent need for the exceptional medical services provided by 
Fitzsimons. 

First, many retired enlisted are very hard pressed to afford 
any private health insurance. Those that can afford it (because 
they have secured a job with good benefits), will lose these 
benefits when terminated for any reason before the age of 65. 
This loss of benefits will occur, most of the time, somewhere 
around five (5) to ten (10) years before being eligible for 
Medicare. My retirement pay will not be adedquate for securing 
private health insurance. 

Secondly, the costs of private insurance can be held down by 
utilization of Military Medical Treatment Facilities. The 
Military will not overcharge the insurance companies, nor will it 
commit fraud, as frequently occurs in the private sector. Also, 
upon being eligible for Medicare, if the military hospital were 
available, and if current law were to allow Medicare to reimburse 
the Military, it is my belief that an immeasurable savinqs of 
millions of dollars or more could be realized for Medicare, by 
having the Military Hospital provide the health services. 

Next, there are numerous other reasons for keeping FAMC 
open, but I can only deeply question why it should close, not for 
my personal reasons, but other more important reasons, but not 
limited to the following: FITZSIMONS provides services in a 14 
state region, where it services four Army H o s D ~ ~ ~ ~ s .  three Army 
Clinics, 13 Air Force Bases, A Naval Trainins Center. and 4 
Public Health Centers for Native Americans located on Tribal 
Reservations. This 14 State area includes 953,000 beneficiaries. 
FAMC also is a training link for medical interns and physicians, 
not only for the Army but with Local Private Hospitals. 

Nick ~egrell ($03)-426-7101 



NICK DEKRELL, MSGT AF RETIRED 
9396 RALEIGH STREET 

WESTMINSTER, CO 80030 

Mr. Lee King 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington,Va 22209 

May 22, 1995 

Dear Mr. King: 

I am writing to you concerning the possible closure of 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC) in Colorado. I, and other 
retired enlisted members of the Armed Forces have a sincere and 
urgent need for the exceptional medical services provided by 
Fitzsimons. 

First, many retired enlisted are very hard pressed to afford 
any private health insurance. Those that can afford it (because 
they have secured a job with good benefits), will lose these 
benefits when terminated for any reason before the age of 65. 
This loss of benefits will occur, most of the time, somewhere 
around five (5) to ten (10) years before being eligible for 
Medicare. My retirement pay will not be adedquate for securing 
private health insurance. 

Secondly, the costs of private insurance can be held down by 
utilization of Military Medical Treatment Facilities. The 
Military will not overcharge the insurance companies, nor will it 
commit fraud, as frequently occurs in the private sector. Also, 
upon being eligible for Medicare, if the military hospital were 
available, and if current law were to allow Medicare to reimburse 
the Military, it is my belief that an immeasurable savinqs of 
millions of dollars or more could be realized for Medicare, by 
having the Military Hospital provide the health services. 

Next, there are numerous other reasons for keeping FAMC 
open, but I can only deeply question why it should close, not for 
my personal reasons, but other more important reasons, but not 
limited to the following: FITZSIMONS provides services in a 14 
state region, where it services four Armv Hos~itals. three Armv 
Clinics, 13 Air Force Bases, A Naval Trainins Center, and 4 
Public Health Centers for Native Americans located on Tribal 
Reservations. This 14 State area includes 953,000 beneficiaries. 
FAMC also is a training link for medical interns and physicians, 
not only for the Army but with Local Private Hospitals. 

Nick ~ekre/ll (303)-426-7101 



NICK DEKRELL, MSGT AF RETIRED 
9396 RALEIGH STREET 

WESTMINSTER, CO 80030 

May 22, 1995 
General Benjamin Montoya, Navy, Retired 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington,Va 22209 

Dear General Montoya: 

I am writing to you concerning the possible closure of 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC) in Colorado. I, and other 
retired enlisted members of the Armed Forces have a sincere and 
urgent need for the exceptional medical services provided by 
Fitzsimons. 

First, many retired enlisted are very hard pressed to afford 
any private health insurance. Those that can afford it (because 
they have secured a job with good benefits), will lose these 
benefits when terminated for any reason before the age of 65. 
This loss of benefits will occur, most of the time, somewhere 
around five ( 5 )  to ten (10) years before being eligible for 
Medicare. My retirement pay will not be adedquate for securing 
private health insurance. 

Secondly, the costs of private insurance can be held down by 
utilization of Military Medical Treatment Facilities. The 
Military will not overcharge the insurance companies, nor will it 
commit fraud, as frequently occurs in the private sector. Also, 
upon being eligible for Medicare, if the military hospital were 
available, and if current law were to allow Medicare to reimburse 
the Military, it is my belief that an immeasurable savinqs of 
millions of dollars or more could be realized for Medicare, by 
having the Military Hospital provide the health services. 

Next, there are numerous other reasons for keeping FAMC 
open, but I can only deeply question why it should close, not for 
my personal reasons, but other more important reasons, but not 
limited to the following: FITZSIMONS provides services in a 14 
state region, where it services four Army H0s~itaI.s. three Army 
Clinics, 13 Air Force Bases, A Naval Traininq Center, and 4 
Public Health Centers for Native Americans located on Tribal 
Reservations. This 14 State area includes 953,000 beneficiaries. 
FAMC also is a training link for medical interns and physicians, 
not only for the Army but with Local Private Hospntals. 

Nick ~ekrell (303)-426-7101 



NICK DEKRELL, MSGT AF RETIRED 
9396 RALEIGH STREET 

WESTMINSTER, CO 80030 

Mr. A1 Cornella 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington,Va 22209 

May 22, 1995 

Dear Mr. Cornella: 

I am writing to you concerning the possible closure of 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC) in Colorado. I, and other 
retired enlisted members of the Armed Forces have a sincere and 
urgent need for the exceptional medical services provided by 
Fitzsimons. 

First, many retired enlisted are very hard pressed to afford 
any private health insurance. Those that can afford it (because 
they have secured a job with good benefits), will lose these 
benefits when terminated for any reason before the age of 65. 
This loss of benefits will occur, most of the time, somewhere 
around five (5) to ten (10) years before being eligible for 
Medicare. My retirement pay will not be adedquate for securing 
private health insurance. 

Secondly, the costs of private insurance can be held down by 
utilization of Military Medical Treatment Facilities. The 
Military will not overcharge the insurance companies, nor will it 
commit fraud, as frequently occurs in the private sector. Also, 
upon being eligible for Medicare, if the military hospital were 
available, and if current law were to allow Medicare to reimburse 
the Military, it is my belief that an immeasurable savinqs of 
millions of dollars or more could be realized for Medicare, by 
having the Military Hospital provide the health services. 

Next, there are numerous other reasons for keeping FAMC 
open, but I can only deeply question why it should close, not for 
my personal reasons, but other more important reasons, but not 
limited to the following: FITZSIMONS provides services in a 14 
state region, where it services four Army Hos~ita:ls, three Army 
Clinics, 13 Air Force Bases, A Naval Traininu Center, and 4 
Public Health Centers for Native Americans located on Tribal 
Reservations. This 14 State area includes 953,000 beneficiaries. 
FAMC also is a training link for medical interns and physicians, 
not only for the Army but with Local Private Hospitals. 

Nick ~6krell (303)-426-7101 



NICK DEKRELL, MSGT AF RETIRED 
9396 RALEIGB STREET 

WESTMINSTERr 80030 

May 22, 1995 
Senator Alan Dixon 
BRAC Commission Chair 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington,Va 22209 

Dear Senator Dixon: 

I am writing to you concerning the possible closure of 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC) in Colorado. I, and other 
retired enlisted members of the Armed Forces have a sincere and 
urgent need for the exceptional medical services provided by 
Fitzsimons. 

First, many retired enlisted are very hard pressed to afford 
any private health insurance. Those that can afford it (because 
they have secured a job'with good benefits), will lose these 
benefits'when terminated for any reason before the age of'65. 
This loss of benefits will occur, most of the time, somewhere 
around five (5) to ten (10) years before being eligible for 
Medicare. My retirement pay will not be adedquate for securing 
private health insurance. 

Secondly, the costs of private insurance can be held down by 
utilization of Military Medical Treatment Facilities. The 
Military will not overcharge the insurance companies, nor wiEl it 
commit fraud, as frequently occurs in the private sector. Also, 
upon'being eligit'le for Medicare, if the military hospital were 
available, and if current law were to allow Medicare to reimburse 
the Military, it is my belief that an immeasurable savinqs of 
millions of dollars or more could be realized for Medicare, by 
having the Military Hospital provide the health services. 

Next, there are numerous other reasons for keeping FAMC 
open, but I can only deeply question why it should close, not for 
my personal reasons, but other more important reasons, but not 
limited to the following: FITZSIMONS provides services in a 14 
state region, where it services four Army Hospitals, three Army 
Clinics, 13 Air Force Bases, A Naval Traininq Center, and 4 
Public Health Centers for Native Americans located on Tribal 
Reservations. This 14 State area includes 953,000 beneficiaries. 
FAMC also is a training link for medical interns and physicians, 
not only for the Army but with Local Private Hospitals. 

Sincerely, 9-w 
Nick ~ekrgll (303)-426-7161 



NICK DEKRELL, MSGT AF RETIRED 
9396 RALEIGH STREET 

WESTMINSTER, CO 80030 

May 22, 1995 
Ms. Wendy Steele 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington,Va 22209 

Dear Ms. Steele: 

I am writing to you concerning the possible closure of 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC) in Colorado. I, and other 
retired enlisted members of the Armed Forces have a sincere and 
urgent need for the exceptional medical services provided by 
Fitzsimons. 

First, many retired enlisted are very hard pressed to afford 
any private health insurance. Those that can afford it (because 
they have secured a job with good benefits), will lose these 
benefits when terminated for any reason before the age of 65. 
This loss of benefits will occur, most of the time, somewhere 
around five (5) to ten (10) years before being eligible for 
Medicare. My retirement pay will not be adedquate for securing 
private health insurance. 

Secondly, the costs of private insurance can be held down by 
utilization of Military Medical Treatment Facilities. The 
Military will not overcharge the insurance companies, nor will it 
commit fraud, as frequently occurs in the private sector. Also, 
upon being eligible for Medicare, if the military hospital were 
available, and if current law were to allow Medicare to reimburse 
the Military, it is my belief that an immeasurable savinss of 
millions of dollars or more could be realized for Medicare, by 
having the Military Hospital provide the health services. 

Next, there are numerous other reasons for keeping FAMC 
open, but I can only deeply question why it should close, not for 
my personal reasons, but other more important reasons, but not 
limited to the following: FITZSIMONS provides services in a 14 
state region, where it services four Army H o s D ~ ~ ~ ~ s .  three Army 
Clinics. 13 Air Force Bases. A Naval train in^ Center. and 4 
Public Health Centers for Native Americans located on Tribal 
Reservations. This 14 State area includes 953,000 beneficiaries. 
FAMC also is a training link for medical interns and physicians, 
not only for the Army but with Local Private Hospitals. 

Sincerelv. 



NICK DEKRELL, MSGT AF RETIRED 
9396 RALEIGH STREET 

WESTMINSTER, CO 80030 

May 22, 1995 
General J.B. Davis, Air Force Retired 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington,Va 22209 

Dear General Davis: 

I am writing to you concerning the possible closure of 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC) in Colorado. I, and other 
retired enlisted members of the Armed Forces have a sincere and 
urgent need for the exceptional medical services provided by 
Fitzsimons. 

First, many retired enlisted are very hard pressed to afford 
any private health insurance. Those that can afford it (because 
they have secured a job with good benefits), will lose these 
benefits when terminated for any reason before the age of 65. 
This loss of benefits will occur, most of the time, somewhere 
around five (5) to ten (10) years before being eligible for 
Medicare. My retirement pay will not be adedquate for securing 
private health insurance. 

Secondly, the costs of private insurance can be held down by 
utilization of Military Medical Treatment Facilities. The 
Military will not overcharge the insurance companies, nor will it 
commit fraud, as frequently occurs in the private sector. Also, 
upon being eligible for Medicare, if the military hospital were 
available, and if current law were to allow Mediccare to reimburse 
the Military, it is my belief that an immeasurable savinss of 
millions of dollars or more could be realized for Medicare, by 
having the Military Hospital provide the health services. 

Next, there are numerous other reasons for kbeping FAMC 
open, but I can only deeply question why it should close, not for 
my personal reasons, but other more important reasons, but not 
limited to the following: FITZSIMONS provides services in a 14 
state region, where it services four A m  H o ~ ~ i t a l ~ . , t i k t h ~ e ~ A ~ I I I ~  
Clinics. 13 Air Force Bases. A Naval Trainins Center 
Public Health Centers for Native Americans located on Tribal 
Reservations. This 14 State area includes 953,000 beneficiaries. 
FAMC also is a training link for medical interns and physicians, 
not only for the Army but with Local Private Hospitals. 

Sincerely, 

W M  . - 
Nick ~ekrell (303)-426-7101 





NICK DEKRELL, MSGT AF RETIRED 
9396 RALEIGH STREET 

WESTMINSTER, CO 80030 

May 22, 1995 
General Jose Robles, Army, Retired 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington,Va 22209 

Dear General Robles: 

I am writing to you concerning the possible closure of 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC) in Colorado. I, and other 
retired enlisted members of the Armed Forces have a sincere and 
urgent need for the exceptional medical services provided by 
Fitzsimons. 

First, many retired enlisted are very hard pressed to afford 
any private health insurance. Those that can afford it (because 
they have secured a job with good benefits), will lose these 
benefits when terminated for any reason before the age of 65. 
This loss of benefits will occur, most of the time, somewhere 
around five (5) to ten (10) years before being eligible for 
Medicare. My retirement pay will not be adedquat'e for securing 
private health insurance. 

Secondly, the costs of private insurance can be held down by 
utilization of Military Medical Treatment Facilities. The 
Military will not overcharge the insurance companies, nor will it 
commit fraud, as frequently occurs in the private sector. Also, 
upon being eligible for Medicare, if the military hospital were 
available, and if current law were to allow Medicare to reimburse 
the Military, it is my belief that an immeasurable savinqs of 
millions of dollars or more could be realized for Medicare, by 
having the Military Hospital provide the health services. 

Next, there are numerous other reasons for keeping FAMC 
open, but I can only deeply question why it shoultl close, not for 
my personal reasons, but other more important reasons, but not 
limited to the following: FITZSIMONS provides services in a 14 
state region, where it services four Armv Hos~itals, three Armv 
Clinics, 13 Air Force Bases, A Naval Traininu Center, and 4 
Public Health Centers for Native Americans located on Tribal 
Reservations. This 14 State area includes 953,000 beneficiaries. 
FAMC also is a training link for medical interns and physicians, 
not only for the Army but with Local Private Hospitals. 







41 1 5 S. Rosemary Way 
Denver, CO 80237 

May 24, 1995 

Defense Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Attention: General J.B. Davis, USAF (Retired) 

Dear Sir: 

The closure of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is an unprecedented dishonorable act 
against the active and retired military veterans and their families. I t  is discriminatory t o  
deny medical treatment facilities (MTFS) t o  a 14 state region while other area's can 
provide care within driving distances. 

The 14 states that I refer t o  are as follows: Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, 
South Dakota, North Dakota, Minnesota, Utah, Illinois, Idaho, Missouri, Iowa, Montana, 
and Wisconsin. 

The May publication of "Sergeants" by the Air Force Sergeants Association, indicated 
that Fitzsimons was t o  be the lead agent for region #8 of DOD's Managed Health Care 
Plan--Tricare--with an implementation date of November 1996. With this in mind, and 
the possible passage of legislation t o  allow Medicare t o  reimburse the DOD for care 
provided t o  Medicare-eligible beneficiaries under a concept called "Medicare 
Subvention" all adds t o  economical feasibility of maintaining a viable Medical Treatment 
Center for Fitzsimons. 

A 1 990 Government Accoiinting Office (GAO) study (GAO/HRD 90-1 3 1 ), also indicated 
that military care is less costly for the government than civilian care. After comparing 
six military hospitals with civilian counterparts, GAO estimated savings of $1 8-5 1 million 
in Champus funds. Savings would have been greater if Medicare eligible beneficiaries 
treated in MTF's had been included in this comparison. 

Military Readiness requires strong incentives for high-quality people t o  serve military 
careers of 20-30 years. As partial offsets t o  service, the government has offered 
strong institutional benefits that include promises of lifetime health care for retirees 
and their spouse/widows. After decades of arduous service and sacrifice, and at  an 
age when medical benefits are crucial, older retirees are being denied entrance t o  the 
Military Health Care System. 



Page Two 
May 22, 1995 

Where is America's contract with the retirees? 

I respectively request your full support in removing Fitzsimons Arrny Medical Center 
from the base closure list. 

Respectively Submitted by, 
/c"\ 

Chief Master Sergeant of 
The Air Force (retired) 
Member of DAV, AFSA, 
and TREA 



MS. WENDY STEELE 
BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET 
ARLINGTON, VA 22209 

May 25, 1995 

Dear Ms. Steele: 

Like President Eisenhower, I thank God that Fitzsimons Hospital was 
there when I needed it! When I had a heart attack in 1980, 
Fitzsimons had one of the finest cardiology clinics in the world. 
The doctors there knew exactly what to do in my case. They made me 
feel very good about my decision to make the Air Force my career. 
In those days, the recruiters and my commanders repeatedly reminded 
me that upon retirement I would continue to receive "freeM medical 
care for life, should I sign indefinite status. That "contract" 
loomed very large when I received that precious professional heart 
care and for the first time I realized that the mission of 
Fitzsimons Hospital is not about war or military operations, but 
about saving lives and relieving pain and misery. This mission 
should carry a high priority for retention in military service even 
in the most severe budget reductions or DOD res.tructuring. If the 
missions and plans of the generals in the Pentagon do not include 
saving lives and preventing war, then this country is in deep 
trouble. 

I do know that the closing of Fitzsimons will cause a lot of misery 
and pain for hundreds of thousands of veterans, dependents and 
retirees who like me, cannot move every time you close a military 
hospital. 

I certainly hope that no lives are lost as a result of closing 
Fitzsimons. I hope you realize that Fitzsimon~; Hospital is woven 
into the fabric of this community, metro Denver, this state and this 
region. It is a legend in its own right. 

If you and the commission agree to close Fitzsimons, I want you to 
tell me what I should tell my grandsons and granddaughters when they 
ask me about a "career" in the military. Can we trust the DOD? Can 
we trust our government to live up to its promises? 

I thank you for listening and may God bless you a.nd our country. - 

Major USAF Retired 
2365 Oswego Street 
Aurora, CO 80010 



D E A R  SENATOR A L A N  DIXON, 

P L E A S E  I lRLP  K E E P  P'C'V'ASTMC) 
DO NOT U S E  'l'(lE MEDICAL PAH'I' 
AND I F  I T  U O S E  C T , D S E , I  WOUl 
F . E . W A R R E N  A . F . H .  CN W Y .  

T O  MANY bIl;L,'C'I'AHY B A S E S  At 
S A M E  P f I S C T C O N  WE WERE REFOR 
REMEMBER T f I I S  SIN(.?E r AM ( I V  

Y O U  KNOW TtiAT R U S S I A  A N D  
F O R C E S .  

MEMBER O F  
A A R P  
C ' t l l l R C H  
GUN OWNER:; O F  A M E R I C A N  
K O R E A N  R V  [ E't'NAM VETERAN 
N R A  
N R A (  I L A )  
RNC MEMOE3 # 1 1 4 3 8 9 1 5 3 - 6 0 3 8  
M A R T l N  M A X I E T T A  C O R P .  ( R E T  
UNK'L'ED WE S T A N D  A M E R I C A N  
U . S .  A I R  FORCE ( R E ' I ' I R E D )  
(JAW ( R E T I R E D )  
V .  F.W. I , I F E  MKMRER 

,EW CE . PARICER 
6 2  D I l l K  MOUNTAIN D R I V E  
!ALLEY, C O L O .  8 0 4 2 1 - 2 0 7 5  
' 1 l i ~ N B  3(1:J-rj.38 . d 2 3 2  

1 5 - 2 5 - 9 5  

; ARMY MEDICAL C E N T E R  OPEN,I 
I F  FTTzsI'MONS. I DO SI IOP  '['HERE 

H A V E  TO D R I V E  TO F 1 l ' . C A ~ S O N  OR 

SETNC: (1T.OSED,WE WILI ,  RE I N  TIIE 
WWII AND K O R E A N  WAR. I 

6 2 .  

I N A  AH(< N0"r C I J T T T N G  T H E I R  A R M E D  

YOURS 'L'HULY I 

~~ @-Ad.- 



LEWIE . PARKER 
3 6 2  DICK MOUNTAIN DRIVE 
BAILEY,COLO. 8 0 4 2 1 - 2 0 7 5  
PHONE 303 -838 -4232  

DEAR SENATOR ALAN DIXON, 

PLEASE HELP KEEP FITZSIMONS ARMY MEDICAL CENTER OPEN,I 
DO NOT USE THE MEDICAL PART OF FITZSIMONS. I DO SHOP ?'HERE 
AND IF IT DOSE CLOSE,I WOULD HAVE TO DRIVE TO FT.CARSON 
OR F.E.WARREN A.F.B.IN WY. 

TO MANY MILITARY BASES ARE BEING CLOSEDIWE WILL BE IN 
THE SAME POSITION WE WERE BEFORE WWll AND KOKEAN WAR. 1 
REMEMBER THIS SINCE I AM OVER 62 .  

YOU KNOW THAT RUSSIA AND CHINA ARE NOT CUTTING THEIR ARMED 
FORCES. 

YOURS TRULY, 

q-- a=-&- 
MEMBER OF 

AARP 
CHURCH 
GUN OWNERS OF AMERICAN 
KOREAN &VIETNAM VETERAN 
NR A 
NRA( ILA) 
RNC MEMBER # 1 1 4 3 8 9 1 5 3 - 6 8 3 8 1 4  
MARTIN MARIETTA CORP. (RETIRED) 
UNITED WE STAND AMERICAN 
U.S. AIR FORCE (RETIRED) 
UAW (RETIRED) 
V.F.W. LIFE MEMBER 



Mr. Alnn Dlxon, clialt~n~n 
Cnli~~rilsslo~cts! 
M3. Waldy Slcelc 
Itel. Army Uet~etnl Juse Rubles 
Ms. Rcbecclr CUR 
Ilcl. Alr l:orce (Icncrnl J.lf.  U~vls 
Itct. Navy Adsilrnl lJct~Jntiil~t Mut i tuy~  
hf r. t,cc Klfrtg 
Mr. hl Cotncll~ 

Derenne ORBR Redignmetrt ntrd Closure Com~niuaiotl 
1700 Nortlr Eloore Street: 
Arlitigtoti  VA 22209 

I wrl t e  t l i ie  l e t t e r  4.n ]lope t i t ~ t  y o u ,  l l ln  me~nlhra o f  DlIAd, will glve 
c n r c f u l  nrtd heartfelt c o ~ ~ o l i l e r a t l o ~ i  to wl~n t lmpric t tlte c loau re  of 
F.1 ksolaono Army Madf.ca1 Center  ( F A N )  It1 Colorntlo w i l l  have on mmry 
r e t i r e 4  rn. l l l tary membera l lvlnl l ;  i n  12 plug a t n t e e ,  

!?t?vcral y c a r a  ago, I ~urcl~noerl  R ~/v I I . l f l t i  Ilenlklr p l ~ t i ,  becar.lee 1 r, f n l t  my own covcrnmcn would eve1lttrn1l.y ly,noro tlie ex tcnoive  
nnorf.flcen t h a t  were p a r t  of  my 2 G - y a w  mil l tn ry  c n r e e r ,  aa wel l  ae 
rcnelt,e on the promlrren *~rarle to ocrvlcetncmbers before,  durl t lg ,  and 
n.Cler my time---I951 to 19'1'1. 

J11ir.iilr: my c a r e e r ,  1 ~ c c e p t e d  atitl have uliice l . l vod  by t h r ee  dJ.etlnc t 
p r l n c i  r ~ . e n  r 

-- llmvo f n l  lli 1~ my fiovc?rrirnen t ,  

-- Delieve 111 myeelf, 

A t l ~ l  now llle quen tJ.on. IT otie Ionon FA1'11l 111 Ilie o r  lior ~overninen t, 
prny t e l l ,  J.n wliom cntl o t ~ c  l ~ a v e  I n 1  t l ~ ?  

A I'cw yenrn ngo, tlte newn medin oild FLIIt! llinde bnowtl l l lnt ou r  govern- 
m ~ t l t  11nd oppropr la ted Iirndo f o r  n11t1 npproved illo c o n o t r u c m n  of a 
new FAMO, tboayh smal lo r  tliotl the f ~ c l  l l  t y  o r l r : inn l ly  plalinod. And 
tlnw IJOD rocomlnend~ c l o o l n ~  l l ~ c  Liin ka1J.n blot1 n : ~  to .e tlier. I percelve  I:lila recommendntfon, i f  nptlroved, lru1.y na a v l o  n t l o n  o f  a u o ~ ~ t r a c t ,  
1)e I t v e r l ~ a l  o r  wri t ten, !i 



1 I:'n d l r . t l cu l  t Lo boj.l.ara that we ( ottr ,:over~~tltant ) can upend 
I~ l lJ .Lona  of  d o l l a r o  t o  provide rlnor~orn w i  t l l  f r ~ e  ~ned icn l  c n r e , ,  , 
nnfl can'  t f l n d  mrlniea t o  keen F f . t ~ e l - n u n s  ope11 f o r  r e  tireem wltooe otrly 
crlme I n  tlmt they hnve r,rown oltl, a ~ l r l  (Inorrre !hnl t l ~ ,  my r e  EJ.ree 
f r l ctid ntttl fe l low member oS Tlle Ilc tlrefl. 1q111J.n Led Aonocial;lotl, 

l.loreovc.r, uncler c e r  l;nLn c o ~ i d i  t lonn, . t l lel;nl Ltntnlgrnn l;n a l s o  r ece ive  
f r-cc tnecllcal cn.re, Soon, however, t11unc m l l l  kary membere wl~o d l d  
wltnl; wsu r c q t ~ l r e d  by h e i r  corr kroc t to r ece ive  f r e e  metllcnl c a r e ,  wl\ilb 
011 n c k l v o  duty and a f t e r  retl .retnant; wl.11. be u n f s i t l y  c l ~ n r ~ e d  Eor i t :  under 
a l ) ro~ooed  pro&rarn c a l l e d  T r i ca re  (Fede ra l  ller;later,  2/0/95). . 

(:or1 lllcoa Amerlcnl And plenoc l ~ o l  p keep FAIIU opetl. Many i n i l l  tnry  
.~n .~ t t . l l eo  a r e  c o u n t l t ~ g  on you I;o do that. 

&&~a-&~ I'ns . Rice  

PO Box kI.76 
Aurora ,  C o l o r a s - 0 0 7 6  

PS: I have f a i t h  i n  you t h a t  b o t h  t h e  r a l l y  a t  F i t z s imons  and t h e  
BRAC Regional  Hear ing  i n  Albuquerque New Mexico were a  s u c c e s s .  

, ! 



Fralllt Fllii t eman 
956 Wheellncj Z t ,  
Aurora, CO 8002 1 - 6 5 5 5  
h13ydS, 1395 

M r .  Alan J .  Dixon, Chairman 
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1700 North Moore S t . .  , S u i t e  1 4 2 5  
Ar l i ng ton ,  VA 2 2 2 0 9  

Dear. MI-. Alau J .  Dixon, Chairman: 

Recent ly  (28Jan95)  I completed a USAF Medical Heal th  C!al-e Survey 
( . :o i~ce~i~ing medical cdl. e L ec:ei.ved I u l -  111yself slid n18y spol.ise. kt t L1.3 t 
t ime I expressed  my f e a r  t h a t  Fitzsimnions Amy Mej ica l  Centel- 
(FAMC), Aurora,  CQ would be c l o s e d .  That f e a r  i s  now r e a l i z e d  w i th  
your  commission ( D B C C )  s t udy ing  f a c i - l i t i e s  t o  be s l o s ~ d .  I have 
rece ived  a l l  my medical  c a r e  a t  F.AEICI s i n c e  1 9 7 7  a,.; I :had no o t h e r  
Heal th  In su rance .  Now tha t .  FAMC i s  on t h e  l i s t ,  [: hilire jo ined  FHP 
(an HMG) b u t  t h e r e  i s  no ca.p on futu-r-e premiuin ch 31:gt?:3 or :care t h a t  
w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  a s  I g e t  o l d e r .  My spouse ( 6 0  i n  I l : p r i l )  i s  s t i l l  
under  CIHAMPUS ( TRXCARE t h r c u g h  F,rll.IC! ) b u t  t h a t  i s  31. s o  c l langi i~g an(! 
w i l l  be more expensive  i n  1 9 9 6 ,  wi th  no cap or: pl- ? i ~ i i t ~ i . u s  o r  c a r e .  

I r e a l i z e  t h a t  many budget change,t7 al-e nei.?, :;al-y l i l t  r: s e rved  
26years 1 month of Honorable A l r  Force servlct? t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
a b l l i t y ,  f o r  low pay w l t l l  long s ( ~ ] c ) P L ~ ~ I . o ~ ~ s  ax1d ha :3rd:; that 
c i v i l i a n s  seldom e s p e r i e n c e .  I was promlsed r e t i  -3inent b e t l e f l t s  
( pens ion ,  commissary , and exc*lilng(-' :;el-vice:, ) aild 1 1.f et, lme heal t h  
b e n e f l t s  f o r  myself and my spouse .  

FAMC i s  i d e a l l y  l o c a t e d  t o  merge w i t 1 1  t,l.ie VA Hasp r.t:al., 1 0 5 5  C' i . in ton 
S t ,  Denver CO and be l o c a t e d  (D(313/13~~) a t  FAt . IC1s  loci3t ion under- 
Publ ic  L a w  9 7 -  1 7 4 ,  and EVA has t?:<pr~_is::ri:l sucll av i . l l l l . r : ~ - ~ ~ t ,  As a 
DoD/DVA c e n t e r  t hey  co~.lld contin1.1e t h e  se;-vice t o  L o c : ~ ~ ?  a c t i v e  d u t y  
p t l - r s~n i le l ,  r e t i r e e s  i i l  a 12 state r eg ion ,  p l u s  Inc'lian sel-vices undzl 
cont i -act  now. This  w ~ u 1 . d  a l s o  i:.etain t h e  c o m ~ i s .  r 3ry,/exchange 
system i n  t .h i s  a r e a  i.i!1:3.e;: 3C>D p~%,:;!icies of: YCIL.?:~:; !,'-!I:!-,. ( L J I I ~ ~ ~ :  

Secl-etary of  Defense f o r  Personr;t?:! at;d Readiness)  I f  O c t  '34 who 
ai~teilded DoD's p o i i c y  E(:)r cl;i:r;iny :;uci'~ se i -v ices .  ;I,  joint i / t?l l t l . . i~-. '~ 

DGD/DVA h o s p i t a l  would l lelp to fulfil. t h e  promise:; made t o  a l l  
a c t i v e  d u t y / r e t i r e e s  over- t h e  yi?al::* 211-13. ~ r n u l d  be 11i:;r-e economical 
t han  t o  throw r e t i r e e s  oilto t h e  t.:;,vil.ian b1edif:al-e,'~:HFF1~~LT9 :;ysteni . 
S i n c e r e l y ,  



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

1500 ARMY PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON DC 20310-1500 

May 25, 1995 

MSG Raymond K. Lanemann 
U.S. Army, Retired 
1298 S. Billings Street 
Aurora, CO 80012 

Dear Sergeant Lanemann: 

Thank you for your letter of March 17, 1995 to President 
Clinton regarding Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. Your letter' 
supporting the continued operation of the center was forwarded to 
my office for response. 

As you are aware, the Secretary of Defense anriounced his 
recommendation in February 1995 to close Fitzsimons. Based on 
the facility's history of excellent support, this decision was a 
difficult one and reflects months of intense study and analysis. 

Since the 19801s, the active Army force has been reduced 
from 770,000 to 540,000 personnel and the budget has been cut by 
about $30 billion. As a result, we have no choice but to reduce 
excess base infrastructure. The recommendation we have made is 
difficult, but we believe it is the right choice for the Army and 
the nation. 

Your correspondence has been forwarded to the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commission, which is now reviewing our 
recommendation. Their report is due to the President by July 1st 
of this year, at which time a firm decision will be made. 

Again, thank you for taking the time to express your 
concerns. 

Sincerely, 

k / .  &. 
K. M. MALIA YOUNG 
Major, U. S. Army 
Chief, Community 
Relations Team 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
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Correspondence# 2223607 
Department of Defense 

May 18, 1995 

Mr. Raymond K. Lanemann 
1298 Billings Street 
Aurora, Colorado 80012 

Dear Mr. Lanemann: 

Thank you so much for your letter. President Clinton greatly 
appreciates the trust and confidence you have shown in him by 
writing. 

To ensure that your concerns are addressed, I am forwarding your 
letter to the Department of Defense for review and any 
appropriate action. Please bear in mind that it mi3y take some 
time to look thoroughly into the issues you have raised. 

Many thanks for your patience. 

Sincerely, A $_m ames A. Dorskind 

Special Assistant t:o the President 
Director of Correspondence and 
Presidential Messages 











MAY 28, 1995 

Betty D. Stalvey 
18373 E. Arkansas Ave. 
Aurora, CO. 80017 

Senator Alan J. Dixon 
BRAC Chairman 
1700 N .  Moore St. 
Arlington, Va. 22209 

Dear Sir: 

A few days ago I called Fitzsimons Medical Center for an 
appointment. Low and behold I couldn' t get one. :I was ref ered 
to a new department in the hospital.The Health Benefits 
~dvisor was supposed to help with the change over to the 
civilian community. Bull! 

I was told to get outside insurance to supplement the 
champus side of the medical bills. My husband and I do have 
medical problems and have had for years. Most insurance 
companies have clauses in them for pre-existing conditions. 
So what do we do? I am sure there are more like us who will 
not be able to get insurance. We also can't pay the full 
price for the medical either. 

The men in uniform were promised to be taken care of. Who 
is letting them down? I have an idea-why not close Walter 
Reed. I'm sure that would save the tax payers a lot of 
money. No, the people in Washington mean more to the 
country than people who served it. Keep it and let us pay 
for the people who vote in raises for themselves, write bad 
checks and get away with it, kick us out of a place of 
security and rub our noses in a country we once had good 
feelings about serving. Sure I feel like I served too. I 
was there when I was needed, maybe only as a wife but I was 
there. Until now I have never regretted it. 

It is not the country I'm mad at, it is the politicians who 
run it. We vote, hoping for a change and what do we get! 
Not any better off than we were. We pay taxes and what do we 
get in return-screwed! 



If a lot more people felt like we do the areas where bases 
close wouldn't have a lot of retired military left. If we 
hadn't just bought a house we would really contemplate 
moving. Lowry was bad enough when it closed, for crying out 
loud this is all some of us have left. 

One more thing, I'm wondering where the money was going to 
come from to build a new facility. The amount sounds like a 
fortune I would like to have. Actually all I wa.nt is 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. The repairs ha.ve cost 
enough-it is looking good. Will it soon be a white elephant? 

Sincerely, 

Betty D. Stalvey 
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"GENERAL, YOU LIED TO ME" 
The Army, Air Force, and Navy Times carried Times 

staff writer Nick Adde's story on military medical prom- 
ises made to retirees which militazy services deny are 
written in law. 

Adde cited NAUS President Jim Pennington's experi- 
ence at a Retiree Day in 1991 at Ft. Hood, TX, where an 
old soldier stood up and told Pennington: "General, you 
lied to me" about lifetime military medical care. To which 
Pennington replied, much to the surprise of the 2,000 
retirees in attendance, "Yes, I did. That's because I be- 
lieved what they told me." Some forty years earlier, when 
Jim Pennington was a First Lieutenant, he encouraged 
the soldier who had 16 years of military service at that 
time and wanted out of the military that he should stay 
and rattled off a list of benefits which included that once 
he retired he could count on Army health care whenever 
he got sick. The soldier stayed but told the General that: 
"Today, I couldn't get into the hospital." 

Unfortunately, for most retirees, the lie continues. 
The article quotes NAUS Legislative Counsel COL 

Charles C. Partridge, USA (Ret), saying: "We have com- 
pelling evidence that the promises were made then and 

are still being made." Partridge showed Adde copies of 
recent recruiting advertisements by the Coast Guard, 
Army, and Marine Corps as well as a brochure for the Air 
Force PRIMUS clinic in Brandon, Florida Army spokes- 
woman Maj. Linda Ritchie was quoted as saying: "that the 
1991 brochure was pulled in August 1993." The new Army 
brochure, placed into use since November 1993, qualifies 
the benefit. Apparently she thinks that solves the prob- 
lem. What about those who believed this promise from all 
the services for almost 50 years. We say "OK," you have 
now rescinded the promises. Future recruits beware but 
for all those who signed up before November 1993 the 
government must keep its promise of superb lifetime 
health care. 

They admit the proof of the promise was in writing but 
not in law. The services are changing it after the fact. 
That's "bait and switch," false advertising. In brief, the 
services admit "It's a lie! " 

We can't let the government get by with lying - espe- 
cially to the men and women who have provided the 
defense of this nation, often in harm's way The govern- 
ment must keep faith with its people! 

BENEFITS 

HEALTH CARE, HOUSING, SHOpplNC Hozcsing, shoppnlg, schoolr~zg and recreational 

AND SCHOOLING facilities. TPe Arril!. provides them all-PIUS 

familv menhers while you are in 
the Arm): and for the rest of 
your life i f  !.ou servc a mininlurn 

of 20 years of actlve Federal 
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Clinton vows to fight for 
veterans' health care benefits 
By Rudi Williams 
AFIS 

President Bill Clinton vowed 
he'd "go to the mat" to protect 
veterans' health benefits and 
called proposed congressional 
spending cuts in veterans pro- 
grams unwise and unnecessary. 

Speaking to the Veterans of 
~ o r e i ~ n  Wars in Washington, 
Clinton said the administration is 
pushing for $1.3 billion more for 
the ~ e ~ a r t m e n t  of Veterans 
Affairs during the next five years 
- $1 billion of that for veterans 
health care. He said that means 
care for 43,000 more veterans, 
two new hospitals, three new 
nursing homes and other major 
improvements. 

However, he warned, Congress 
is "seeking to eliminate more than 
$200 million for veterans health 
care, including money for outpa- 
tient clinics and new medical 

equipment for veterans health 
services." 

"I believe these cuts are unwise 
and unnecessary," Clinton said. 
"They would harm the veterans 
who need their nation's help the 
most. We must protect the bene- 
fits you have earned, address 
fully and safely the dangers 
imposed by modem warfare and 
preserve what you fought for: the 
American dream at home and 
America's leadership around the 
world. ... Our nation must meet 
its solemn obligations to you." 

The president a h  announced 
creation of an advisory commit- 
tee to study the mysterious origin 
of illnesses suffered by gulf war 
veterans. The committee of scien- 
tists, doctors, veterans and others 
will work closely with the depart- 
ments of Defense, Veterans 
Affairs, and Health and Human 
Services. 

Researchers will study possible. 

Re-emphasis put on group 
membership rules by DoD 
by MSgt L. A. Arana-Barradas support supremacy or that advo- 
Air ~ o r c e  News Service cate illegal discrimination based 

on race,-creed, color, sex, religion, 
,-L'-- -. - -.. . - - -  - 

WAQWTNfi'Vfi 'T -- # 

causes of veterans' illnesses, 
including the potential effects of 
'pesticides and other environmen- 
, tal toxins, an ti-tank ammunition 
containing depleted uranium and 
idrugs used to protect against 
.chemical and biological weapons. 

Thousands of gulf war veter- 
ans are receiving comprehensive 

. exams and treatment at VA and 
:DoD medical facilities. Active 
#duty personnel receive special- I i 
ized care in military hospitals. I 
VA imd DoD have opened spe- I 

~cialized care centersthat focus on 
veterans who are especially diffi- 
cult 6 diagnose, Clinton said. 

He emphasized caring for vet- 
erans is not'an option but "a 
national tradition and a national 
duty. Fulfilling that duty means 
more than keeping the promises 
of the past. It means making 
everyeffort to respond to the 
needs'of today's soldiers as well." 
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National Disabled 
Veterans Winter 

Sports Clinic 
A participant's view 

BY ROBERT K. WERNER 

The National Disabled Veterans Winter 
Sports Clinic is an event that draws 
disabled veterans from all around the 
country. It is an event that is looked upon 
with excitement, not only for its activities. 
but also for the new and enduring friend- 
ships that are forged each year. 

Nestled in the mountains of southwest 
Colorado, the resort town of Crested Butte 
as well as the Clinic itself makes a special 
effort to honor the service of the attending 
veterans. It is a special time when the red 
carpet is rolled out in a way the honored 
participants will readily admit happens 
nowhere else on earth. 

Having been asked why itls important 
for me to attend the Winter Sports Clinic as 
a disabled veteran brings three important 
related motivations to mind. The fist  is 
that I desire to re-enter and engage the 
Eii& of aciivities h i t  i enjoyed before I 
was paralyzed. The clinic affords numer- 
ous opportunities and activities such as 
scuba diving, self-defense, snowmobiling, 
dog sledding, as well as Alpine and Nordic 
skiing. Insuuctors and assistants are 
provided to teach new ways to regain old 
activities once thought lost and provide an 
opportunity to experience exciting new 
activities for the very first time. 

While having acknowledged that my 
life now requires an amendment in com- 
parison with my preinjury life, I also hold 
with conviction that I will not give up the 
things I enjoy or surrender any of the 
things I hold dear. It is with this determina- 

Coloradans to commission: 
'Take Fitz off hit list' 

ALBUQUERQUE - Elizabeth 
Brown showed up April 20th at the 
closure hearing to support 
Albuquerque's base - but found herself 
sitting in the back of the room in tears 
when she heard the Pentagon wants to 
close Fitzsimons Army Medical Center 
in Colorado. 

The independent Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission came to 
Albuquerque for a regional hearing 
about the proposed closure of 
Fitzsimons in Aurora, Colo., and two 
installations in Utah and a reduction of 
Albuquerque's Kirtland Air Force Base. 

Brown, who works for the Depart- 
ment of Defense at Kirtland, said she 
was stunned when she learned 
Fitzsimons was on the list. 

She credits doctors at Fitzsimons 
with saving her life and that of her now 

16-year-old daughter, born two months 
prematurely in 1978. Brown recalls 
being rushed by ambulance to 
Fitzsimons from Cheyenne, Wyo., to 
"one of the most advanced pediatric care 
units in the nation." 

Brown, who stopped a reporter after 
the hearing to tell her story, said she also 
is upset at the thought of the thousands 
of retirees who would lose military 
medical care if Fitzsimons closes. 

"They're depriving people of some- 
thing they have no right to rob them of," 
she said. 

The hearing took formal testimony 
from Colorado officials, but also gave 
eight Coloradans - all of them military 
retirees or family members - two 
minutes each to speak on. behalf of the 
hospital. 

Rex Diehl of Aurora, who retired 
from the Air Force after 32 years on 
active and reserve duty, praised the staff 

at Fitzsimons. He said he underwent 
quadruple heart bypass surgery at the 
hospital several years ago and now 
participates three times a week in its 
cardiac rehabilitation program. 

His wife, Adeline, told cornmission- 
ers Fitzsimons is 'hot just a base ... it's a 
family, and they really, really care." 

Dave Pohlman, co-chairman of the 
Future of Fitzsimons Initiative, which is 
working to save the medical center, said 
retirees "did not create the illusion they 
should get free medical care." That care, 
he said, was promised when they joined 
the military. 

Pohlman also said alternative 
insurance and care at civilian hospitals is 
too expensive and would force many 
retirees, who live on fixed incomes, to 
avoid seeing a doctor until they were so 
sick they had no choice. 

"Th'is is not free medical care ," he 
said. 'This is not what was promised." 

3 Hb Landmark Lincoln=Mercury 3 * * xib The World's Finest Cars, Priced to Sell 3 



Ambulatory Care 
Center offers 
quality care 
Center offers lower 

healthcare costs, and a 
high degree of patient 

and provider 
satisfaction. 

by the Ambulatory Care Center 
Due to the rising cost of health care budget 

constraints, the Same Day Surgery unit was 
established in early 1990. 

This unit has become one possible alternative in 
combating the rising cost of health care. This 
alternative greatly reduces the expense of medical 
treatment by performing certain surgeries/procedures 
on an outpatient basis, thus eliminating the hospital 
associated cost of an admission. 

The Same Day Surgery unit began eight beds and 
has grown to a 12. The name was changed in October 
1994 to the Ambulatory Care Center. It was thought 
that the new name incorporated more of the scope of 
care provided, including not only the surgical cases, 
but the medical and diagnostic procedures as well. 

The ACC is an integrated hospital based program 
in that the operating room, participating 
clinics, the Department of Radiology and the lab are 
located in the same building. 

The ACC services active duty and all eligible 
beneficiaries. Patients are first seen by their physician. 
With orders in hand, they report to pre-adrmssion 
(Patient Services Division) where they complete their 
preoperative paper work. This paper work is then sent 
to the ACC where it is reviewed and held for the 
patient on hisher day of surgery. 

Patients are then admitted to the ACC on the day 
of the procedure or surgery and are discharged the 
same day after a recovery period. Procedures 
performed require either general, spinallepidural, 

p h b  by Cpl Seth M McMullen 

First Lt. Andrea Carey checks the vital signs 
of Kadriye 6. Cale at the Ambulatory Care 
Center. 

regional or local anesthefsia with and without sedation. 
All procedures are performed in either the main 

operating room or procedure rooms w i h n  the clinics, 
with the exception of peripheral inserted central 
catheter placement. 

Services utilizing the ACC are 
General Surgery, Otolaryngology, Plastic SGrgery, 
Urology, Oral Surgery, Orthopedics, Neurosurge~y, 
Opthalmology, Gynecology and Internal Medicine. 
The most common procedures currently performed are 
CTIMyelogram, Diagnostic Laparoscopy, Knee 
Arthoscopy, Hernia repairs and various orthopedic 
procedures. The average daily census is 11 and is 
staffed by registered nurses, licensed pratical nurses 
and nursing assistants . 

Health care costs will continue to rise and many 
alternatives will be needed. The Ambulatory Care 
Center offers lower healthcare costs, and a high 
degree of patient and provider satisfaction. As tested 
procedures become more refined and the use of the 
ACC becomes increasingly popular, there are plans to 
add additional staff and Increase the hours of 
operation. 0 
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Fitz hosts allergylimmunology symposium 
by Lt. Col. (Dr.) Philip D. Dyer, Allergy/Immunolo~ Service until hls retirement in 
Chief, Allergyllmmunology Service 1986. Dr. Nelson is currently a prominent research 

The last Fitzsimons Allergy/Immunolog~ Sympo- physician at the National Jcwish Center for Immunol- 
sium took place at the Quade Center from 30 Jan. 30 ogy and Respiratory Medicine. In 198 1, the name of 

cians to the man- 
agement of tuber- 

to Feb. 1 .  the meeting was again changed to commemorate Col. 
Approximately 60 military allergists from CO- Carl W. Tempel, who was 'one of the original organiz- 

NUS and OCONUS, including reservists, attended the ers and mentors of the meeting. The name was 
23rd Annual Meeting of the Association of Military changed to the Carl W. Ternpel Symposium of 
Allergists, which Pulmonary Diseases 

2 0 original research 

was also referred to 
as the 47th Annual 
Fitzsimons S ~ ~ P O -  
sium. 

This meeting 
has its roots from 
the original P U ~ ~ O -  

nary Symposium 
that was organized 
in July of 1947 to 
orient new physi- 

Symposium became 
the Annual Meeting 

and Allergy/Immu- 
nology. 

This last symposium The dynamics of 
the meeting continued 

focused on the topic of to evolve and in 
1984, the pulmonary 

sinus disease and recent meeting joined the 
annual Army Amen- 

advances in the field of can college of 

allergy/imm unology. Over Physicians meeting 
and the Fitzsimons 

tY. physicians in the areas of pulmonary and allergie 
The focus of the meeting, gradually changed from diseases. It was also important as a forum for 

tuberculosis to the management of chronic obstructive research contributions by military-physicians and it 
pulmonary disease and bronchial asthma. During the provided a medium for resdents and fellows to gain 
meeting in 1954, Dr. Frank Joyce was one of the first experience and confidence in presenting at a major 
physicians to stress that d ic t ion  was of secondary medical meeting. 

culosis. This I projects were presented of the Association i f  

- 

importance in asthma and correctly discouraged the This last symposium focused on the topic of sinus 
use of antibiotics to treat acute asthma. After the disease and recent advances in the field of Allergy1 

meeting progressed 
to an annual 

formation of the Association of Military Allergists in 
197 1, a portion of the Fitzsimons Pulmonary Sympo- 
sium was set aside for discussion of allergic diseases 
and the name was changed to the Fitzsimons Pulmo- 
nary and Allergy/Imrnunology Symposium. The first 
joint meeting in 1972, was significant for a state of 
the art lecture on bronchial asthma by Col, Harold S. 
Nelson, who was the distinguished chief of the 

Military Allergists. 
along with 24 case reports. TO honor C O ~ .  Nelson 

Immunology. Over 20 original research pro~ec& were 
presented along with 24 interesting case reports. 
Also, new guidelines for induction and retention of 
asthmatic soldiers were discussed, because of the 
major impact asthma had on the deployment and 
evacuation of troops during Operation Desert Storm. 
Through its long history, this symposium has made 
major contributions to m i l i t a ~  medicine. 0 

meeting, which for his many contri- 
included both / butions, in 1987, his 
tuberculous and 1 name was added to 
nontuberculous chest diseases. Eventually, this the symposium as the 
symposium became a tri-service meeting and also Harold S. Nelson Symposium. Throughout its long 
included physicians from the local medical commuri- history, thls meeting was critical in training military 
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Military retirees are facing the biggest 

threat ever to their military health care benefit. 

Unless Congress changes the current law, the DoD's 

new Tricare program will shut out more than 1.2 million 

retired beneficiaries from the military health care system. 

R E P O R T  P R E P A R E D  BY T H E  R E T I R E D  O F F I C E R S  ASI jOCIATION 
b C O V E R  I L L U S T R A T I O N  BY M I C H A E L  GlBBS 



Tricare is the Depar tment  of Defense 's  
(DoD's)  new managed health care program. 
While Tricare has certain merits. i t  also has a 
hugs flaw: Tricare bars all Medicare-eligible 
retirees and family members from enrolling in 
Tricare Prime, an option similar to a health main- 
tenance organization (HMO). In fact, all career 
military members and their families eventually 
will be affected by this "lock-out," because even 
those who enroll now will be dumped from 
Tricare at age 65 when they become eligible for 
Medicare. This lock-out not only breaks long- 
standing health care commitments to retirees but 
also increases costs for taxpayers and hurts mili- 
tary medical readiness. 

Identifying the Problem- 
and the Solution 

keeping costs down. Tricare will be up and run- 
ning in many U.S. locations within a year and 
throughout the country by 1997. A3 the name 
suggests, Tricare off1;rs three health care options. 

Tricare Prime. This HMO-type plan is the 
only option that requires an annual enrollment 
fee. The Prime option also calls for copayments 
(see chart, p. 4) .  Enrollees receive care through 
MTFs or a suppor t ing  ne twork  of civilian 
providers who supply services at negotiated, dis- 
counted rates. DOE) views Tricare Prime as the 
most efficient way to deliver health care services. 
From the beneficiaries' perspective, it is the least 
costly option for thclse who need frequent care. 

Tricare Standard. This option is identical to 
the standard Civilian ~ e a l t h  and Medical 
Program of the Uniformed Services (CHAMPUS). 

.A1 though Tricare Standard 

T he current law inad- beneficiaries will have a wide 
vertently encourages  choice of providers, they will 

The current law 
DoD and Medicare to work pay higher costs than under 
against each other rather than inadvertently encourages Prime. This fee-for-service 
cooperate for the good of the DoD and Medicare to program requir2s annual 
country. As the defense bud- against each other ~deductibles ar,d copayments 
get t ightens,  D o D  has  a ( 2 5  percent  for ret irees) .  
strong incentive to push older rather than cooperate for 'Tricare Standard '  has no 
retirees and families out  of the good of the country. lcnrollment fee, but it is the 
the military medical system 

I!& 
most costly option in terms of 

and back in to  Medicare,  (out-of-pocket expenses for 
although Medicare costs both beneficiaries who  require 
the government and retirees regular care. 
more money than care in the Tricare Extra. This last 
military system. Theoretically, Medicare-eligibles option is a lower-cost version of Tricare Standard. 
can still use military treatment facilities (MTFs) Tricare Extra applies only when beneficiaries use 
on a space-available basis. In truth, however, civilian providers who are part of DoD's pre- 
space-available care is rapidly becoming nonexis- ferred-provider pool. No enrollment fee is 
tent as military facilities downsize and Tricare required. Deductibles are the same as with Tricare 
expands across the country. Standard, but copayments are 5 percent lower (20 

The solution to the Tricare problem is simple. percent for retirees). Tricare Standard users also 
Change the law to allow "Medicare subvention," benefit from the lower Tricare Extra copayment 
which means Medicare would reimburse DoD for whenever they use preferred providers. 
care provided to older beneficiaries enrolling in 
Tricare Prime or otherwise using MTFs. Through Highlighting the Changes: 
subvention, DoD and Medicare can work together Good and Bad News 
to  save money for the  government  and the I n December 1994, Deputy Secretary of 
retirees-and improve readiness at the same time. Defense John M. Deutch announced the 

Detailing the Faces of Tricare 
fee structure for Tr-icare Prime (see chart, p. 4). 
This was a response  t o  the  1994  Defense 

ast year, Congress approved DoD's plan Authorization ~ c t  requiring DoD to define a L to phase in a managed health care plan "standard, uniform health benefit" for all benefi- 
called Tricare. This plan develops pools of mili- ciaries under Tricare. 
tary and civilian health care professionals and The news was good for active d ~ t y  families. 
facilities to service eligible beneficiaries. The pro- Thanks to a strong stand by the Jcint Chiefs of 
gram's goal is to keep patients healthy while Staff, active duty families will pcy  no enroll- 7 



* ment fee. For retirees eligible for Tricare Prime, the military system, regardless of past promises. 
there was bad news mixed with the good. The Medicare bureaucracy sees the issue dif- 

On the up side, retiree advocates representing ferently. Medicare avoids paying for health care 
military associations, including The Retired every time a Medicare-eligible beneficiary is 
Officers Association (TROA) and The Military treated in an MTF. For instance. in 1994, DoD 
Coalition, won major concessions on copayments provided more than $1 billion in space-available 
for inpatient care and outpatient fees for doctor care in MTFs to about 2 30.000 Medicare-eligible 
visits. Both of these costs will be substantially military retirees. But that free ride for Medicare 
lower than those now in effect for  Base is about to become history. 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) programs. DoD is already shift ing the cost back to  
Hospital rates are $1 1 per day (vs. $1 25) with no Medicare as military bases and MTFs are closed or 
professional fees for inpatient hospital care, and downsized and thousands more Medicare-eligibles 
the new outpatient fee for civilian providers is are turned away from military health care each 
$12 ins tead of  $15. T h e  fees will not  be year.Bytheendof1997,Medicarewillbepicking 
increased for five years. up that $1 billion cost that DoD has been absorb- 

On the down side, the Tricare Prime enroll- ing. To date, however, Medicare officials have not 
ment fees are more than four times the current acknowledged that the DoD lock-out and associat- 
enrollrnent fees at BRAC sites ed jump in Medicare outlays 
in Tcxas; Louisiana; Florida; will occur, so they have resist- 
and Tidewater, Virginia. Documentation ed the idea of reimbursing 

Stil, many retirees eligible DoD.  This lack of coopera- 
for Tricare Prime will see a shows that It would tion shifts more costs onto 
net gain. First, Tricare Prime cost Medicare less to pay older retirees (because they 
offers low outpat ient  fees D,D for heaw care than it pay more under Medicare) 
compared with s tandard 

would to buy that 
and onto taxpayers, too. 

CHAIMPUS. Second, because 
the personal cost liability is care in the private sector. Enactins Subvention Will 
small under Tricare Prime, Cut Government Costs 
many retirees could discontin- 1- t would cost Medicare 
ue their CHAMPUS supple- . less to  pay DoD for 
mental insurance. heal th  care than it would 

Yet the biggest problem 
remains:  medica are-eligible retirees are not even 
allowed to enroll in Tricare Prime. 

Examinins the Conflict 
Between DoD and Medicare 

T he roots of the problem go back to how 
the government budgets for health care. 

DoD gets no money for treating hledicare-eligi- 
bles. DoD only receives appropriated funds to 
care for active duty military members plus those 
retirees and dependents eligible for CHAMPUS. 

Tricare's civilian provider network is paid with 
CHAMPUS-appropriated funds. But CHAhIPLIS 
eligibility stops when Medicare eligibility starts 
at age 65. and current law won't let Medicare 
reimburse DoD for care in MTFs. Although DoD 
can treat Medicare-eligibles in MTFs on a space- 
available basis, DoD must absorb the cost, 
resulting in less money to care for active duty 
troops and CHAMPUS-eligibles. Unfortunately. 
as budgets get tighter, DoD has a big financial 
incentive to turn Medicare-eligibles away from 

to buy the same care in the 
private sector. A 1988-90 Medicare/MTF pilot 
project involving 75 coroiqary artery bypass grafts 
at U.S. Naval Hospital San Diego showed that 
Medicare could save $1 7,000 per procedure by 
paying military facilities to perform the grafts 
rather than civilian hospitals. 

In addition, a 1990 Crovernment Accounting 
Office (GAO) study (GAO/HRD 90- 1 3 1 ), direct- 
ed by the House Armed Services Committee, also 
indicated that military care is less costly for the 
government than civilian care. After comparing 
six military hospitals with civilian counterparts, 
GAO estimated savinga of $18-2 1 million in 
CHAMPUS funds. Savings would have been even 
greater if Medicare-eligibl~z beneficiaries treated in 
MTFs had been included in this comparison. 

Finally, DoD's "Section 7 3 3  Study of the 
Military Medical Care Sjstem," released in May 
1994, found that military care is actually up to 
24 percent less expensive than civilian care. 

.411 this evidence shovis that the currznt law 
prohibiting Medicare from reimbursing DoD 



t .  indirectly results in higher taxes for Americans. 
This situation will worsen as DoD pushes older 
beneficiaries into Medicare in the private sector. 

The law must be changed to give an incentive 
for cooperation between DoD and Medicare. 
Enacting Medicare subvention will provide that 
incentive and reduce costs for Medicare, retirees, 
and taxpayers. If necessary, savings for Medicare 
can be guaranteed. The law can specify that reim- 
bursements to DoD be capped at 95 percent of 
the rates Medicare pays to civilian HMOs. 

supplemental assistance besides Medicare. The 
federal government provides similar assistance 1 
for its retired federal empl'oyees, including retired ; 
members of Congress and congressional staffers. 1 
Military retirees deserve nlo less for their decades \ 
of sacrifice. They have earned continued access 
to the military health care system. J 

Shabby treatment of retirees is not lost on?  
active duty members. Unless we meet our obliga- / 
tions to today's military retirees, government 
promises to the current force will ring hollow, and 

Tricare Prime Fees for 
CHAMPUS-Eligible Military Retirees 

The chart below shows the annual Tricare Prime (HMO 
option) fees that will become standard as Tricare Prime is 
phased in across the country. Active duty members and  
families are exempt from the Tricare Prime enrollment fee. 
Type of Care HMOAreas* 
Emdhent 

(IndivJFamily) $2306460 
oflice V i  

MTF 0 
Civilian Facility $1 2 

Hasp. - (per &Y) 
MTF $1 1 
Civilian Facility $1 1 
Prof. Fees 0 
(Limits) (None) 

outpatientRx $9 
'For retired Tricare Prime enrollees, the cap on  out-of-pocket 
expenses is reduced from $7,500 to $3,000. The cap remains 
$7.500 for non-enrollees. 

Enhancing Military Readiness 
Throush Subvention 

A side from the cost issue. locking out 
older retirees from the military health 

care system also undermines the long-term readi- 
ness requirement to ensure the nation's military 
forces are  fully prepared to defend national 
interests. 

Military personnel readiness requires strong 
incentives for top people to serve military careers 
of 20 to 30 years. As partial offsets, the govern- 
ment must offer-and long has offered-strong 
institutional supports that include promises of 
lifetime health care. Now, after decades of ardu- 
ous service and sacrifice and at an age when 
medical benefits are crucial, older retirees are 
being locked out of military health care. 

.- General Motors and most large corporate 
employers provide their retirees some medical 

%'. 

retention and readiness will suffer. ... 
Medical readiness is also a significant 1 

issue. The military medical system must 
attract, train, and retain physicians and I 

other  health profe:jsionals to meet any 
potential defense rnedical contingency, 
Specialties like family practice have certifi- 

i 
I cation standards requiring treatment of the , 

full patient spectrum, including the elderly. 1 
Many professionals worry that Tricare's j 
exclusion of older retirees will force them to 
leave the military for private practice to 
maintain certification. By ensuring a broader 
patient base, Medicare subvention will 
inate this risk and reinforce medical 
ness training to meet any contingency. 

Outlining TROA's Subvention 
Campaign 

M uch is at stake in TROA's fight 
for Medicare subvention: cost- 

effective health care, taxpayer savings, mili- 
tary readiness, and fulfillment of longtime 

commitments to retirees. 
TROA and the Military Coalition, a consortium 

of 27 military and veterans organizations, have 
joined several influential members of Congress in 
a vigorous campaign for Medicare subvention. 
Rep. Joel Hefley (R-Colo.) has introduced legisla- 
tion (H.R. 580) along with four original cospon- 
sors: Reps. Pete Geren (D-Texas), Joe Barton (R- 
Texas), Gary Condit (D-Calif.), and Sam Johnson 
(R-Texas). TROA is now working to find a spon- 
sor in the Senate who will be similarly committed 
to Medicare subvention. 

Tricare is a s tep  in the  r ight  direction.  
However, Medicare-eligible beneficiaries have 
earned the right to participate, and the law must 
be changed to require Medicare to reimburse 
DoD for those who enroll. Support the campaign 
for Medicare subvention. Urge your elected offi- 
cials to prevent Medicar2-eligible beneficiaries 
from being locked out of military facilities. 43 i 

Tltis report was n,ritien by TROA's Government Relations Drpartr~lerlt. Editing a17d gropl~ic desigrl by lennifrr h'ornqay, publications manager. I 





r. Among the dtvtston's nearly 16,000 tempnng -tlve measure\ to lift aoop morale. m y  Lt. h Tonyd ~ m s - ~ o r a ,  s p e ~ l n g  tor the havy. 
ut 2400 ha* wives anaor cM&en who Col. %chard Cody. who led the fmt helicopter smke reports that the pool of qualified applicants has 
tlonal aid each month under the federally in Desert Storm, now commslnds the Aviahon Brigade dropped to tts lowest level since the w h o n  of the 
nen. Infmts dbchlldren (WIC) program of the 1st Cavalry Dmvms~on. "In addition to encour- all-volunteer system. "Only 24 percent of 17- to 21- 
:gnant wown  and chlldren under age 5. apng a strong spousal-support network." he says, "I year-old males in the country are estimated to be 
\-e[opmeir servtces are not somethtng work closely wtth battalion chaplains and senlor available and qualified for the Navy," she adds. 
nencans th~nk of In a defense budget," sergeants to find ways to take care of our soldiers' The Coast Guard. which IS under the Department 
lvid Powers. the garnson commander. fad ies .  At Thanksgiving and Christmas. we used of Transportation. also tinds itself facing problems. 
90 percent of ail dependent miitary cM- the ChapIan Fund and donated out of our own pock- Partly becau\e I& relatively small size (37,000) leads 
er the age of 15, w~th half under the age ets to provtde needy families with turkey dinners. to ~ t s  betnp overlooked and partly because it a ex- 
mall chlld. nutntion and proper devel- Provtding a decent quai~ty of life is crihcal m today's cluded from cemn defense appropnahons, tbe Coast 
,port are crit~cal. On post we prov~de an highly techcal mlitary. We invest a lot of money m Guard has a hard hme providing some family ser- 
\tate W C  p r o p m  as a pro-actwe way -: vices, according to its man- 

=. soldiers who have famlmes ~n need." j power director, Capt. Ti- 
tagon offictals recently dcknowledged a i othy Flanagan. Legslation 
"quality of life'' cnsis, a comprehens~ve is pending to make Coast 
tot been defined- In 1993, Gen. Cari Mun- ' ~ u a r d  bea f t s  comparable 
arine Corps commandant. attempted to t o ~ o f & ~ s e r v i c e s  
lent of manied people. While Mundy was While politid battles 
~licy-making authority, his proposal was over the deZeslae but& rn 
avy Secretary John Dalton. On the floor being waged private agen- 
the commandant was ridiculed by Rep. cies are providing emagerr 
oeder (D., Colo.), who asked if he "had cy support to the military 
f his senses." Policy-makers Ignored h s  community. In 1993. the 

Right Dw 
I deployments aere causmg a "significant to a hocainq Navy-Marine Corps Relief 
vorces among young Marines." Under at Society provided $53 mil- 
sure, Mundy withdrew the directive. Fort ti004 lion in crisis assistance, 

~rea of critical concern is the growing 
GrseJUrtiCb 

compared to $22 million in 
~ g l e  parents, both male and female. The 1984. Army Emergency Re- 
lore than 22,000 single parents, and the family need lief gmts and loans maled 
.000. Since April 1994, at least 38 preg- help to find 

lodgings 
more than $30 million. In 

: been reported on the arcraft camer ,,, the addition, the Red Cross p 
lower, the first combat shp  wmth female WH: clinic vides 24-hour services on 

nearly 600 military instal- 
lations worldwide. 'Ihe Red 
Cross helped 333,840 meal- 
bers of h e  armed forces a d  
their families last year and 
provided $12 million in 
-ency lcms and grants 

Elizabeth Dole, president 
of the -can Red Cross, 
has championed fund-rais- An&&* t b t  inge*fortheagency9s 
Bob and Dolores Hope 

the social and housing needs of the ~mergency ~ i ~ t a r y    am- 
ily Fund. "When my hus- 

nation's armed forces impair their baed W= ~ v - 1 ~  wound- 
ed during World War II." 

morde and their combat readiness. *.  ole says, ~d 
Cross was there with land- 

on ship\ had to take pregnancy leaves. teaclung slalls that can't be mastered qutckly. If SOL- 
, ~ncludmg !+army of Defense W ~ a m  diers don't reenlmst. we've wasted a lot of resources." 
la m add~tton to placlng a strain on the Through the first quarter of 1995. the Pentagon 
.et, the socmal and housing needs of the has been able to meet recruttment goals. However, a 
Impair m o d e  and combat readiness. Department of Defense survey of all branches of ser- - on the military due to the surge in fam- vice m late 1994 reported omnous trends. 

2asing overseas deployments is intense," "The smgle word that describes recruiting," says 
v Messing, executive director of the Brig. Gen. Kurt Anderson. commander of the Air 
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TOUaER ~ c o n t i r u c e d  

ness and supported his W - y e a t  m- 
~0verypenodeverystepoftbcway.T~ 
day, our militsny-families fund named 
in honor of Bob Hope, is essential." 
Military personnel who complain 

about a lick of on-post housing, which 
causes them to pay high rents in town, 
may be getting help at last. On May 8, 
Defense Secretary Perry announced a 
$1 billion plan to encourage the pri- 
vate sector to build new housiog m 
military bases. Many membns of Con- 
gress seemed receptive to the idea 

But Pentagon spending over the 
next five years is primarily aimed at 
modernizing weapons systelns and a 
readiness~g.AtCampPadieem. 
LL Gen. Anthony Znni explahi "In 
combat, b e i i  a split second off could 
mean a lot of people losing their lives 
--seating many widows and orphans. 
So we've got to train well. Some p e e  
plepr~ntustoreduceouraaining0 pay£rxbeaeaqualitydlife. But Ihavs. 

a responsibility to families to k"t ttKirlovedoneshomeifwegotowat 
~ o a o f d l e ~ r a m w o c e d " ~  

ity oflifcn funding will not be avail& 
until tkyear #X)O. By that time, 'w 
will be long-term repercussions 
terms of lost training, and morale $ 
family problems," warns Rep. Floyd 
spence (R., S.C.), chaimnm of rhe How 
~ a t i o o a l ~ t y ~ o n r m i ~ . ~ h e p r b -  
posed increase in pay for the rmlitary, 
which now averages 12 percent below 
the figwe for civilians, win barely keep 
up with the rising cost of living. f 

"The bottom line," observes ~ a j .  
Lawrence Krause of the Fort Hood 
Chaplain Office, "is that our soldiers 
preserve our fkdoms. More impor- 
tant than equipment and technology 
is rnorak. If the society they defend 
won't provide for their farmlies' needs, 
how can we expect them to go off to 
war or peacekeeping aod not worry 
about their children's well-being?" 

D; 
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ROC& Mountarn News Sun., Apnl2,1995 
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& The West 

WAR 
, who 

Blrw- 
&ky ~ o w ~ o i n  ~ e r m  ~ordhmr t3rcl.emc 

T hose who fought the Persiz.3 Gulf War called it 
the most toxic war in history. Four years lam 
veterans are taking heavy casualties. 

Take Ken Culler of Coiorado Springs, a 28 
year-old veteran who chauffeured officers 
through the war's oilfield fires. He received the 
news in August that he had 22 ulcers, and 

polyps in his esophagus and colon. 
Cara Lou Whitford, 32, of b r a ,  a mechanic, hauled dam- 

aged trucks, tanks and helicopters back fmm the war zone. A 
, , month after the war, she begqy,'firg@@",&~g ymks 

~ ~ a ~ @ ~ A % ~ t ; d c ~ ~ ~  ' , 4 

- i -. -, -; ~ A ~ - z ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ! ~ w ~ P L T C ; :  21p-; - 

i- 

formed a hysterectomy. 
fl 

Michael Dobbs, 27, a Colorado native now living in Wyoming, 
drove ammunition trucks loaded with artillery shells bpped with 
depleted uranium, a by-product of the manufachm of &urn fuel. 
He also hauled damaged, radimctive tanks - American and Ira@ - 
-back from the battle zone. T&y he has Hodgkin's disease, 6 
cer P f h  lymph nodes. 

A total of 697,000 U.S. troops were in the 1991 wat According to 
the kterans Administration and military hospitals, more tban "' 
50,000 of them have contracted illnesses that have robbed them of 
ImJthx active lives. 

The Defense Department will not release thenumber of gulf 
war veterans who have died. Counts from veteransgroups say the 
number has reached 4,400. 

'We're being told (by the Defense Department) that number is 
not statistically sigdicant.  Mk disagree with that- these 
were all young, healthy troops. and that's a very'& period of 
time for that many to have dieti," said Dennis MtSmmdt of Col- 
orado Springs, a retired b y  helicopter pilot and veteran of the 
Vietnam War and Desert Storm. 

More than 750 veterans have signed the Gulf WwRegistry at 
the Veterans Administration Hospital in Denver for examinations 
and treatment. An additional 2,038 gulf war veteransbve been 
treated at Fitzsimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, which 
serves an 11-state Western and Plains +OIL i 

These veterans now find themse1ves in another wru; this time 
against their own Defense Department, which is denyiqfbuy of 
them disabiIity payments. The department saysno pmofexists that 
their illnesses were caused by service in the gulf waz +- 

Several medical authorities say the vetemis' symptoms suggest 
e m u r e  to chemical and bioloaical ascents such as mustard ad 
ngme gas. But the Pentagon says n o o f  exists that sud, 
weapons were used iri the gulf. It attributes many disabilities to 
"post traumatic stress." 

"Two independent agencies with distinguished scientists, eavi- 
. '  . 
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fallput0rloarlevelaposute~ofothersarts"he~ 
7beheve chat d e n  we bombed the N B ~  (nudear b~olog! 

~4 and chchermcal warfare) hhtm m Iraq, the fallout a e  
down over our w s , "  he wd 
Jerry Buccafusco. a professor a the Medm1 College oi 

Geagu who has done Defense Depamnent research or. 
chermcal agents, agrees that the veterans' symptoms are con- 
sistent -mthchenud eqmure. 

"If you lodc at all the symptoms addressed by these 
pixnts, probably one of the outstidug ones is mernorv 
loss If you look mto the Inerahue. you nnd that there add- 
lute ewdence m a d  modela that chmmc -sure io even 
!ow levels of these agentscan result m a loss 01 memo0 
Buccafusco md. 

"I t h k  the A m  1s dear m then pos!xm that mere was 
no mdespread use Howeva manv of the sol&ers who have 
come home suggest othemse, an;i t h e  have been rema=. 
h m  other tpuntnes of detecbon M chermcal warxare agenu 
m the 6eld 

WImess acsounts £mm 15 events were taken by the ffiegle 
~ t k , ~ w h a t t h ~ t h c u g h t t o b e e ~ u r e s m  
ncnthun Saudt A r a b  and southern Iraq and K u w t  

Vetems told of beaommg ill vntb dasw m o m 8  of 
~tochanrcalagentsaftersadnussileatbckso. 
tbeircamps.And~~US.bcaotmrgPddozusdkaq 
d t a o l c a l a n d ~ m m P B o D s ~ t i e t s e o t ~ d  
pokQDMm-wtae.ir 
MactBsD13.ax,chemkddetecbonakrmswerepbced 

adhUS.troops'kydedbythehddsa&s 

chemical an8 biological agents, 
there wasramoactme d u s t f m m t b e ~ d f a x l r a r p ~  
nudear sites and from tem dthousands dartillay and rt- 
aafk amrm rounds bpped ardh depleted urauium fired at 
Iraqi MCs. 

Aodtherewas thesmdce fmnthou~cdo i ldh  
Some veterans susped ocher causes, such as vachanons 

or- 
. . 

adndstered to the tmqm that may have 
damaged their immune systems. 

" M y l i n w u u l d i n d u d e n ~ ~ a n d ~  

Poisons were 
everywhere 
during the war, 
vets contend - 

IU gulf war veterans say they lived in a 
toxic soup made fmn poisonous chemicals, 
deadly gdses and radioactive marerials during 
their stint in the Middle East 
Thev sav their illnesses mav have a multi- 

t ide ofcau&: pathogens & biologml 
warfare plants. srr& from od well &. radi- 
ahUI bnu &-owed ammrmrdon and 
hq nudear sites, disease-bearing sand fleas, 
parasltes and batteries of innoculations. 

"This 1s the first tune we have ever o p t -  
ed on a battlefield like this." said ex-Army 
helicopter pilot Dennis McCormack of Col- 
orado Springs. 'We were playing with fue, 
and now it'scome back to haunt us." 

&ed bombers desttuved 18 Iraoi plants 
whue  nerve and mustard agents were manu- 
fa~~ured, 12 plants rhat made b~olomsal war- 
hreweapons, and four nuclear sit&. accord- 
ing to testimony l t  year before the Senate 
Banking Cornmmittee headed by Sen. Donald 
Rieda D-Mich 

satellite pbdos showed wmd currents car- 
ned the poisoows clouds southwad over 
U.S. poshcms. Riegfe's uanrmnee epxkd 

V.S. tmws m southern h a ,  K u w r  and 
northern Saudi .Arabia were aiso subjeaed to 

Both the Vetems Amninistratioo and Defense Dspn- "If the Deknse.Depammx m t i n w  to insist thrt Bcm? 
ment say the veterans' hesses do not have uniform symp be 'h~xie bigs,  thm y a  tend to thw any serhs aOrt in 
toolsapcint tom catme t h a t a r a t h a ~ M e ~ a ~ m ~ t b i t E o d d b d ~ . t b a c  

' W e d o r e m g n k ~ ~ a m a ~ d ~ G a l f  ~ p e a ~ t b e i r h e d t h , n ~ a a i d  

repeated Scud rr~ssile and Iraqi a d e n  
anacks knveen lanuarv and .\.larch 1991. 

.Many soldiers-quidy became iu: their 
symptoms included hea3y sweating, dizzi- 
ness, nausea, headaches, diarrhea and sensi- 
tivity to bright light - classic symptoms of 
nerve and mustard gas expusure. 

k g  many attacks, security forces were 
frantically t e h g  soldlas to don Lx&cme 
clothing and ma& to guard agaiust poiso. 
nous gases, veterans say. 
, POXchenical detection vehick, Britbh 

M9 detection p a w  chemical detecdon 

equipment and m o m e t e r s  also continned 
musrard gas m s&veral areas dunng irese 
a n t .  accdmg to c ~ l ~ r e s s ~ o n a l  dim- . . 
ments. 

O!Xcial U.S. militay sources later 
hi these events as sonic bmms 

O i C W f i ~  
in Iraq didn't get ill 

men-& have died." sad Larq Fmk, a 
Housrm e n p e r  w++-eaed the mter- 
nadonalefiurttoexmuwshthe600~ 
OilweIIkes. - 

"Ibosearethe&hmwnmenwbo 
bvedieb0ft&eothrmenweVevemtbenf 
anv other rtwrts dbreathm di&uktes, 
n&ous syiptom, unexp&ed rashes. 
psychological problems, sness-relatglpmb 
!ems, any @ems that we see in the wl- 
diem" sad Fmli I Eventkdeathsofthetwaoii6eld~~ 
ers are not atmbuted to exposure to the ou 
well 6res. i d  Fi. One man in his %died 
of a brain tumoc The second cbedd 
achnced lung cancer soon after remmkg, 
and doctors disagreed on whether it was 
caused or exace&ated by his work on the 
c-" 

although s o b  m tk W e  East dm& YL:& mt that wS a ~ u l f  
that expianabon 

s.. -- 
S e e P 0 l S O N S o n l ~  See FlREFl6Hl'ERS em IPL 



BRAC Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Suite 1425 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Greetings, 

Please send me a complete list of all the Military Facilities that have bee11 proposed for 
closure to date in "Rounds I, I1 and Ill". Please include those that are definitely slated to 
close as well as those that have only been proposed for closure. 

I was referred to you as I have not been able to obtain a complete and reliable list locally. 
Please advise me as soon as possible if you require a copy fee or postage, etc. Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 

Jean Loomis 
81 4 Partridge Circle 
Golden, Co. 80403 
(303) 278-221 6 
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J u n e  1 4 ,  1 9 9 5  

M r .  A l a n  J. D i x o n ,  C h a i r m a n  
DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE COMMISSION 
1 7 0 0  N.  Moore S t . ,  S u i t e  1 4 2 5  
A r l i n g t o n ,  v i r g i n i a  22209 

D e a r  C h a i r m a n  Dixon  : 

A s  a m i l i t a r y  re t i ree  who h a s  l i v e d  i n  Denver  a11 my l i f e ,  I 
r e l y  on  F i t z s i m o n s  Army ~ e d i c a l  C e n t e r  f o r  m e d i c a l  care. I 
s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  o p e r a t e  as a 
m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l ,  i f  p o s s i b l e .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r e s e r v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  a n d  h e a l t h  f o r  m i l i t a r y  ret i rees,  
v e t e r a n s ,  widows a n d  d e p e n d e n t s  i n  C o l o r a d o  a n d  a d j o i n i n g  
S t a t e s ,  a n d  s a v e  F e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  I u r g e  you t o  
a p p r o v e  t h e  r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  f o r  a 
j o i n t  v e n t u r e  b e t w e e n  t h e  VA a n d  DOD f o r  c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f  F i t z s i m o n s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  p u b l i c  Law '37-174. 

The  UNITED VETERANS COMMITTEE OF COLORADO l r e p r e s e n t i n g  a 
c o a l i t i o n  o f  27 m i l i t a r y  retirees a n d  v e t e r a n s  g r o u p s  h a s  
p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  recommend.ing t h e  VA-DOD j o i n t  v e n t u r e ,  
copies o f  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  f u r n i s h e d  y o u r  o f f  ice .  I u n d e r s t a n d  
t h a t  t h e  C o l o r a d o  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n  u n a n i n ~ o u s l y  s u p p o r t s  
t h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  Your f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  is  u r g e n t l y  
r e q u e s t e d .  

330 Elm S t r e e t  
D e n v e r ,  C o l o r a d o  80207  v 

crd 



293 Titan Street 
Aurora, Colorado 8001 1-8424 

General 3. B. Davis, USAF (Ret) 
Commissioner, Base Closure and Realignment Commission i .  I I ,  , . . ' - . I F -  .:":: ~ ~ i - : i 3 a ? f  

1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425 - -..---. 
Arlington, Virginia 33209 

Re: Proposed Closing of Fitzsimoas Army Medical Center 

Dear General Davis: 

As a retired USAF officer with more than 30 years service dating back to World War 11, I am deeply 
concerned for all retirees over age 65 who have been receiving health care through military treatment 
facilities. Concurrent with the FY-95 base closure proceedings, the Department of Defense is 
implementing a new military health care program, known as TRICARE. TRICARE is programmed 
for completion in mid-1997. The problem here is that retirees are not eligible for TRICARE, and 
can be only if Congress amends the public law governing this program. 

So what are the options for the over 65 retirees, commonly referred to as Medicare eligibles? First, 
they may continue to me military facilities on a space available basis. But as TRICARE expands, 
funds for military treatment facilities will decrease. For those who are willing to travel inordinate 
distances, treatment may be scarce or non-existent, and I feel the latter will be the case in view of 
the severe budget reductions that the DOD is being subjected to. 

Secondly, there is Medicare B, Medicare, both in scope and cost, is not a realistic alternative for 
military treatment facilities, and unlike the military health program, does not provide prescription 
medications. For many, this alone could be financially prohibitive. Moreover, Medicare does not 
cover but 80% of the costs, thus the retiree would require supplemental insurance - an additional 

expense. Also, there may be additional costs when treatment expenses exceed that approved by 
Medicare, which the Medicare eligible must pay. Frankly, I don't find Medicare health care to be 
a viable alternative to the retiree who feels he has earned lifetime U. 

The apparent DOD objective is to seek legislation, known as Medicare subvention, to render retirees 
over 65 eligible for TRICARE. With the pressure on to reduce government spending, funding for 
a new health program by a more youthful Congress, who may conclude that Medicare is adequate 
for ;ill over 65, is not realistic at this time. 

Members of the DOD at various levels, namely Lt. Gen. (Dr) Edgar Andersen, Jr., Air Force 
Surgeon General, in a letter to the .4flerbuzner, reassures military retirees who are Medicare eligible 
beneficiaries, that "we remain committed to providing yola care," and, "we are continuo~~ly seeking 
new and better ways to improve your access to the quality health care you deserve". 



General J. B. Davis, USAF (Ret) 
June 16, 1995 
Page 2 

Other than a very limited program of mail order pharmacy in six east coast states, i.e., Delaware, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina, which represents a very small 
segment of the retiree population, there is no system of health care for the Medicare eligibles except 
military medical treatment facilities. 

Ln that regard, it is important to emphasize the impac& of the BRAC 95 proposed closure of 
Fitaimons Army Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado. Fitzsimons is a regional hospital that 
provides medical services for twelve western states. The population served by tbis installation ia a 
40 mile catchment area includes 17,392 retirees, and 23,939 retiree family members, of which 10,337 
are reported to be Medicare eligibles. In the regional support area, there are an additional 425,579 
retirees and family members. Perhaps in no other area will the impact of BRAC 95 be felt as 
intensely, particularly as to health care provided. I interpret this proposed clos~ue action as an 
abrogation of earned retiree benefits. As a matter of fact, we are already being advised by 
Fitzsirnons authorities to get a civilian doctor. 

On June 14, 1995, I watched several presentations on C-SPAN of various congressional delegates as 
they addressed the Commission. Frankly, I was disappointed in all I saw, and thought our own 
Colorado delegates merely rehashed previous presentations, and failed to express any concern for the 
problems I have outlined herein. It was then that I felt compelled to make a more definitive 
statement to the Commission. 

General Davis, I how that the Commission is in the last few days of deliberations before finalizing 
the DOD recommendations for installation closures and reductions. I hope that I have presented 
my opinions with sufficient urgency and justification to cause these points to be considered in the 
final analysis. If the ultimate verdict is to sustain the DOD recommendation pertaining to 
Fitzsimons, 1 think it only fair to these aged retirees that such action be delayed until there is a 
viable health care program in the field for which these proud citizens could qualify. I know that they 
would be deeply grateful for any support you could lend to this proposal. 

My sincere thanks to you for your contribution of time and relentless effort to this arduous task 
confronting the Base Realignment and Closure Commission. 

Respectfully 

"pt-zR,+ Cli ton L. Boyd 

Colonel, USAFIRet. 



MI- AId3n D~:ion 
M s  Wendy St.eele 
M s  F:ebec:c:a C:o:i 
Mr Lee K l~ng  
Mr Al C:c:)rnella 
F:et. Arl-11y General .Jose F:ohle:, 
F:et A I ~  Force General .J R D,:lv~s 
Fie? Navy Adr-n~rdl Renja31-li~n Mont.oya 

Defense Base F:eallgnrnent and (::losure C:c:1l-111-111sslon 
'1 700 North Mc)ore St.reet 
Ar l~ngton,  V ~ r g ~ n ~ a  22209 

KEEP FlTZSlMONS OPEN1 

Dear C : ~ I - I ~ I - I ~ I ~ S I C ) I ~  Met-nbers 

I an1 wr~t.lng In behalf o f  t.he I-nany thousands whose lrves b e n e f ~ t  and have been ben- 
e f ~ t e d  by  Fi tzs imons A r m y  Meclical Center In Aurora, C:oloraclo, I-nyself ~nc:luded 

Fitzsimons tias prav~ded nec:essdry r-lied1c.3l care and tseatt-lien? f c ~ r  Ar-~~es~c:~:l's al-r-lled 
forc:es and thelr dependents over two  getier,3t.1(1)1i~, t t i r (~)~rgt i  all c3f ! h l ~  c : e ~ i t ~ ~ r y ' ~  wd1-5 
~n d now t. h r o cr g I1 7. t i  e C: o l d \nla r 

Fitzsirnons renlalns t.he s~ng le  largest ec:ononi~c: forc;e f(:)( t.he c:lly (jf ALII.(:,I-,~, o n ~  o f  
A I - I I~~ IC:~ 'S  fast.est gsowlng c : ~ t ~ e z  and !tie 72nd largest c:~t.y 111 the c ~ , ~ r ~ i t . r y ,  a c:~ty wh~c:h 
h.35 suffered f1.01-11 the clo$ure of ne?irby Lowry AIS Forc:e B ~ s e  I,3st yeas Fl tzs imons'  
1rnpac:t on Au~.(:)ra and the e n t ~ r e  Aur.(:)r63;C)enver ~-net.r(:)p~I~tan dre.3 r . 1 1 ~ 1 ~ t .  li(:)t. be  ulider- 
e:,t.11-11~ ted 

I urge you t.o rer-~i(:)ve !ills fac:rl~ty frc1)1-11 t.he closcrre Ilst. 



Documellt S eparator 
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fl _ TIMOTHY E. WIRTH 
COLORADO 

Wnited States  Senate 

COMMITTEES 

ARMED SERVICES 

BANKING 

BUDGET 

ENERGY AN0 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

WASHINGTON, DC 205 10-0603 

September 16, 1992 

Mr. Nelsen Soper, Jr. 
92V S ~ . L J ~ J ~ ~ L O P  C i R .  

Aurora, Colorado 80012-%M-2,4/y 

Dear Mr. Soper: 

Thank you for contacting me to share your thoughts about funding for 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC). I appreciate hearing from 
you. 

In more than 45 years of service, FAMC has earned an outstanding 
professional reputation. Currently, FAMC is the primary care 
facility for 78,000 beneficiaries, 14,000 of whom are active 
personnel. Fitzsimons is also the evacuation site for 12 lesser 
equipped Army and Air Force hospitals, spanning 13 states from Utah 
to Michigan. 

Last year, Congress authorized and funded the initial work on 
designing and building a 400-bed replacement facility at FAMC. The 
House-passed version of the 1993 Defense Authorization bill provides 
for $30 million to complete design work on this facility and $2 
million to begin site preparation. Additionally, it provides $19.4 
million for an engineering facility. I am a strong supporter of this 
funding and you may be assured that I will be working to include it 
in the final version of the bill. 

Again, thank you for contacting me. I greatly appreciate your 
input. 

With best wishes, 
S 9 e r e l y  yours, 

Timothy E. Wirth 

1 129  PENNSYLVANIA STREET 4 19  CANYON 
DENVER. CO 8 0 2 0 3  SUITE 3 0 0  1003  MAIN STREET 

8 3 0  N TEJON ST UNITED BANK BUILDING 

303 /866-1900  
GRANDJUNCTION CO 8 1 5 0 1  SUITE 3 0 6  

FT COLLINS CO 8 0 5 2  i 
SUITE 8 5 0  

303/245-8044 
303/22 1-4647 COLORADO SPRINCIS. CO 8 0 9 0 3  2 0 1  WEST BTH STREET 7191634-5523 PUEBLO CO 8 1003 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 7 19/542-6987 
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July 14, 1994 

b, Ronald V. DeUuma 
2 108 byburn House Ot'firx? Building 
Washingtoa, DC 20515 

Dear Ron: 

I ara wri* u, uk for your r r i a ~  in conference on an isrue of great importance to 
me and ~o thc ~welvc staw sorted by Fiaoimcrns A n n y  Medical Ca.ter. The Smata vereioa of 
the authorization bill would rcsctnd wnraucbn authorization for Fltzsimoc~ Pumy hhdkd 
Center, Although there L no tequtst In the FY 1995 Defeme AuZhQrSzarioa Bill for 
Fiasimonr, Congresc authotizcd $3PO million for construction and appropriated $30 rniUon for 
design of a regla~ornont faoility for Fitzrimocu ir. FY 1993. The Army and the Dapartment of 
Defem arc appsollng rhe Sawlc's providon to Fhc Confcrcace Commim, and I mil for 
your emas SiqpOrt in CODfUCllca fur the position of th6 How,  rhc Army, and the DOD. 

 pi^^ hae been doignatcd the lead agent for the provisim of health care for a 
r8elve stato rtgim, wirh a 'oonaficiary population o i  mom d m  706,OCO. It also plays a 
si&aifhW d e  in medical Ccucadon and mbhg for DOD bealtk. care parsowl ;  aad it 
providm health tnatment capacity ft! eugpdzt of DOD health cart reaUlrrece, both f b ~  dkm 
relief snd for deployment operationr. Fitvim~cls adw fulfilla thebe dsions  &om facilities that 
arc the oldest of my d i t a r y  hospital in tho Unit4 Stater, 

As tbt Anny rrotes, the actd for thie rtplacement facilisy bao boen validated by six 
separate economic mdyw and cr 1993 nvnlldation study by rhe OiYca of the &simant 
Secretary of Defme far Health AfMn. Nthough the Senate action is reportedlY bawd on a 
recent bOD lnepctor Otaorrl report wnclud@ that a replwmont wter ir not needed at 

Fitaimom, the IG report w seriously flawed in both bcw and analyeis, and hss been 
cnoagly refutrxl by the Amy, rhc DOD He& Mairr, and W bcD C~ompuolla. V you 
would !kc mote trfomdon about the justification for thh ptqjtct, please let I#Ls h o w .  

I would grearly appreciate your vigorow auppocr on tld~ issue, 

Parritla Schrucdcr 
Chairwoman 
h c a t c h  and Technology 

Subcomrnittte 



PRESS RELEASE 

CLOSURE OF FITZSIMONS ARMY M D I C A I .  CENITX 
FEBRUARY 2 8 ,  1955 

Once agaln the Military Retiree Family 1 s  belng abandoned by the US 
Invisible Government ambitious pollticlans who are motivated by 
money and legislative careers. 

This time the Military Family (aver 65 years of age) will be forced 
out into the private sector Health Maintenance Service under the 
Medicare Program and lose their earned promised benefits. In the 
long run-this will be much mare cost for Medicare to pay $350.00 to 
S 4 5 0 . 0 0  for every assignment forced out of the Military Care 
Facilities to private HMOs. Wow long is our Medicare going to last 
at this rate. Federal government 1s already yelling "Medicare is 
broke"! That means all those on Mcd~care is going to have to 
shoulder a larger and larger portlon of thoir own cost of Medical 
Care. What has happened to our "health reform" that is supposed to 
providk equal care for all????? 

The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is being closed for political 
reasons and not as a budget cost. Thls action will force many of 
the Seniors into the welfare system to be humiliated and out into 
the streets to die. This will be the first time in 'heir lives 
they have ever been welfare wards; even during the Great Depression 
they worked for commodities to survive and malntain t.hcir pride, 
principle and heritage: basic Americanism. 

same Military Retiree Families endured World War I I ,  Korean 
War, Student Democratic uprising of the 60s. and manv tours of duty 
in the  Vietnam War and had to hold extra jobs to finance their 
families. Marly of these Retirees (wha were Active Duty at that 
time) remained and served in Vietnam during their eligibility 
retirement Years, such as myself. If we were not promised benefits 
at the time of our retirement, why would so many of us have been 
willing to lay our lives on the line agaln? 

Many of these same Military Retiree men and women were abandoned in 
Vietnam after the Military Victory. Our Country's political 
strategist stopped the Allied Forces from entering North Vietnam 
because of the International business interests (PAC groups) and 
allowed the North Vietnam Communist to occupy South Vietnam and 
genocide the Allied and Vietnam Military and civilian citizens who 
did not escape in time. 

Now our Federal Government representatives and their colleagues are 
closing Fitzsimons and taking away the "Life Support" Medical Care 
as if to say (and many have already said i t  outright) "you're no 
good for anything anymore, so d i e  you old Military Veterans 
(Retirees) men and women, get out of our way. We've wrote you off 
as a debt to the "baby boomer generation". 

Well, w e ,  the Military Retiree Veteran Family say to you, the money 
hungry, political ambitious, legislators and PAC groups "we know 
you need and are determined to get, our earned beneflts to support 
your own 'free-bee' use of aur Military Health Facilities, Walter 



'Closing Fitzsimons may be a monetary savrrlgs to the Pentagon and 
th Jepartment of Defense, buL i t  wlll be a much greater cost to 
theLFederal Government. ~n the long run. Fitzslmons is just one of 
many to come today. Any s t a t e  that makes a Folit~cal onemy will 
not be safe from our Loglslators." 

% 

t On Saturday, February 11,  1995, Lhe Denver Post reported that the 
CU Medical Center eyes the Fitzsimons Army Medical Center base 
space as just what the doctor ordered as a remedy for the 

ii University of Colorado Health Science C e n t e r s  growing pains. i 

Reed, Bethesda Naval HospiCal, lucratrve s i ~ l a r r c s ,  your own self 
e voted retirements, expenso a c c 0 u n t . r  and extravagant off ice 

furnish~ngs, ~ u s t  to mention a few" 
I. 

"Categorically, yes, absolutely," University Hospital President 
Dennis Brinhall said when asked whether the acadomlc c e n t e r  would 
ber interested in the F'itzslmons slte. 

'i 
Based o,n the above news release, the closing of Fitzsimons is a 
Political Strategic move as apposed to a cost-  to the Federal 
Budget. 

The Bureaucrat Politicians once again forgets those 28 million 
Retiree Veterans and their tax paying families who helped vote them 
into office. 

God Bless America! 

&/MY& GEORGE H. BLAIR, Resident / of Colorado 
Command Sergeant Major 
US Army Retired 
(303) 343-8268 



Right now, you and all taxpayers a r e  paying ou t  BILLIONS i n  
t a x  d o l l a r s  each year  f o r  welfare, unemployment, pub l i c  housing, 
FREE hea l th  care  and b i l i n g u a l  education and yes, even f r e e  l e g a l  - 
defense c o s t s  f o r  i l l e g a l  a l i ens ,  

Questions urgently needed t o  l e t  t h e  new U,S. Congress and 
Pres ident  Clinton know about how Americans i n  your a rea  r e a l l y  f e e l  
about foo t ing  t h e  b i l l s  f o r  mi l l ions  of i l l e g a l s .  

Alarmingly, a s  many ~s 6 MILLION ILLEGALS have 
made t h e i r  way i n t o  towns and c i t i e s  throuphout 
America. TIME magazine r e p o r t s  another  3 lllILLION I. : 
o r  so w i l l  steal. through U.S, borders  again t h i s  
year. 

Wcrse, many economic, s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  exper ts  now agree, 
i l l e g a l  a l i e n s  a r e  NO LONGER JUST " A  BORDER STATEH P3OBLEM. 

Psrhaps t h e  i l l e g a l  a l i e n  problem hasn ' t  a f fec ted  you o r  your 
neighborhood yet. But if i l l e g a l  en t ry  through U.S. borders  
contintres a t  this ra t e ,  very soon i t  will, 

Now I f i rmly  be l ieve  America should always remain a beacon 
of hope f o r  reasonable numbers of l e g a l  immigrants who want to 
make a b e t t e r  l i f e  f'or themselves. 

But my f o r e f a t h e r s  and yours entered America l ega l ly .  They 
understood through hard work, obeying t h e  law and cont r ibut ing  t o  
t h e  n a t i o n t s  good they woi~ld EA.N t h e  r i g h t  of c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  
this g r e a t  l and  of opportunity. 

But what we're dea l ing  with today i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  Sta- 
t i s t i c s  show our borders  have become a f loodgate f o r  mi l l ions  who 
see America a s  nothing more than a v a s t  welfare state... 

... mil l ions  who th ink  l i t t l e  of breaking our laws and l i v i n g  
off t q a y e r s  l i k e  you and me. 

Once you're aware of t h m e  f a c t s ,  I th ink  you ' l l  agree re- 
tu rn ing  your P o l l  i s  very important: 

* TAXES: A study by immigration exper t s  r e p o r t s  i l l e g a l  
3EEis c o s t  us  taxpayers as much a s  $35,000,000,000 
(BILLION) annually. And the  p r i c e  t a g  i s  climbing, 



* WELFARE AND FEDERAL ASSISTANCE: Contrary t o  the be l i e f  t h a t  
all a l i en s  come t o  America t o  f ind work, many of them do not  
he s i t a t e  t o  go on welfare and l i v e  off  U.S. taxpayers. FAKE 
Social Security cards, d r i ve r r s  l i censes  and b i r t h  c e r t i f i -  
ca tes  a r e  being used by as many a s  ;500,000 i l l e g a l s  each 
year. 

These fake documents a r e  used by i l l e g a l s  t o  ge t  mi l l ions  
of do l l a r s  worth of welfare, public housing and Social 
Security benefi ts ,  MANY ARE EVEN VOTING I N  OUR ELECTIONS 
FOR PRESIDENT, CONGRESS AND YOUR LOCAL CANDI DATES. 

* JOBS: Other i l l e g a l  a l i en s  take jobs from Americans, 
Economics Professor Donald Huddle of  Rice University repor ts  
i l l e g a l  a l i en s  DOUBLE the  jobless r a t e  of working Americans. 

* EDUCATION: The U.S. Supreme Court ruled our public schools 
MUST accept i l l e g a l  a l i en  students, You and I: a r e  paying 
mil l ions  of do l l a r s  f o r  new schools and b i l i n m a l  education;- 
while we can barely afford t o  educate ou? o m  children. 

* CRIME AND TERRORISM: Some areas  o f  American now repor t  a s  much 
z f  burglar ies  and 34% of auto t h e f t s  a r e  committed by 
i l l e g a l  al iens,  Harold Ezell,  former Western Regional Commissioner 
of the  INS, repor t s  70% of drug dealing was by i l l e g a l  al iens.  
The bombing of the World Trade Center was committed by i l l e g a l  
a l i e n  t e r ro r i s t s .  

According t o  the  U.S. General Accounting Office, 20% of a l l  
federa l  and s t a t e  prisoners a r e  i l l e g a l  a l iens ,  

* HEALTH: Hospitals a r e  required by law t o  provide medical care 
f o r  f r e e  t o i l l e g a l  al iens.  The cost  i s  passed on to you 
through higher hosp i ta l  f e e s  and insurance premiums, What's more 
i l l e g l a s  a r e  bringing i n  diseases l i k e  cholera, 2, hepa t i t i s ,  
leprosy, typhoid, malaria and AIDS, 

V 

These a r e  j u s t  some of the  problems wetre fac ing now. Former 
President  Reagan varned, nArnerica has l o s t  control  of i t s  own borders. 
No nation can do t h a t  and s u r v i Y ~ . ~ ~  And the  reason f o r  the  i l l e g a l  
a l i en  flood i s  clear, J u s t  think about t h i s 7  

Our U,S, Border Pat rol  has l e s s  than 4,000 o f f i c e r s  to guard a l l  
our borders, Working three  %hour s h i f t s  and twolong borders, fewer 
than 900 " l ine  watchfl o f f i c e r s  t r y  t o  guard our 2,000 mile southern 
border every night. 

In El Paso, f o r  example, 239 agents have t o  cover 85,000 
square miles, 24 hours a dav, 7 days a week. AT TIMES, 1 
SINGLE AGENT HAS TOCONFRONT 300 ALIENS CROSSING! - - - -  

That's why many experts-support proposals t o  assign 10,000 
mi l i t a ry  troops from bases near our borders t o  a s s i s t  Border Pat rol  
o f f i c e r s  in turning back the  mill ions of i l l ega l s .  

Already, b i l l s  have been introduced i n  Congress t o  "back up" our 
seriously undermanned Border Pa t ro l  with a few thousand mi l i t a ry  
personnel with l i t t l e  t o  do because of the end of the  cold war. 



These proposals t o  use the mil i tary  would cost  very l i t t l e ,  since 
the  troops a r e  already trained, They would simply be reassigned to 
a s s i s t  the  Border Patrol. 

And when you consider we had troops in Eurppe and Asia defending 
other countries, I ' m  sure you agree using 10,000 troops to protect  
our own country i s  the l e a s t  commitment we can make t o  keep our border 
secure. 

But specia l  i n t e r e s t s  who benef i t  from uncontro:lled numbers of 
i l l e g a l  a l i ens  are  f ight ing t h i s  plan "tooth and n a i l o f f  What's more, 
Congress recently passed l eg i s l a t i on  t h a t  w i l l  make matters even 
worse, 

In October 1986, they gave amnesty t o  a l l  i l l e g a l s  who were clever 
enough to avoid deportation f o r  a t  l e a s t  5 years. In  1990 they passed 
Al?O~;2-AnrJEisTp f o r  UNLIMITED NUJEERS OF T D I R  I&EGAL ALIEN RELATIVES! 

And now they're debating a repeal  of laws t h a t  prohibi t  employers 
from h i r i ng  i l l e ~ a l  a l i ens  f o r  American jobs, 

All t h i s  i s  sending a c lea r  message t o  the  world: SNEAK INTO OUR 
COUNTRY AND WEtU REWARD YOU WITH AMNE~TY FROM OUR LAWS, WELFARE 
FINANCED BY OUR TAXPAPERS AND -- I F  YOU CAN GET FAKE DOCUME3TS - 
EVEN THE ABILITY TO VOTE I N  OUR ELECTIONS! 

Why i s  Congress encouraning i l l e g a l  immigration? Because many 
po l i t i c i ans  and t h e i r  specia l  i n t e r e s t  f r i ends  see t h i s  flood of 
i l l e g a l s  leading to a HUGE s ~ t i n a  bloc of eas i ly  manipulated, uneducated 
a l i ens  t h a t  will keep them i n  power, 

Thatts why many Americans only heard about the  Amnesty B i l l s  a f t e r  
they had already passed. Pro-alien po l i t i c i ans  pushed them through 
Congress before voters  l i k e  you had a chance t o  voice your apinions, 

NOW they a r e  doing next t o  NOTHING t o  stop the  mill ions of i l legal .  
al iens and tons of deadly narcotics pouring across our wide open 
southern border. 

We must barrage Congress with public opionion throughout the  nation, 
We must show them how Americans t r u l y  f e e l  about the  high pr ice  we're 
paying f o r  i l l e g a l  immigration. 

Remember, the  power of public opinion i s  grea t  i n  Congress. 
But only i f  enou~h  fo lks  l i k e  us make your f e l l i ngs  known through a 
publ ic  awareness prol e c t  l i k e  this .  



Remember, a s  many a s  6 MILLION ILLEGAL a l i en s  a r e  now l i v i n g  i n  
America a t  a staggering nat ional  cos t  of over $35 BILLION i n  welfare, 
soc ia l  securi ty,  free heal th  care, b i l ingual  education, public housing, 
unemployment and other  taxpaye-funded benefits.  The only way short- 
sighted po l i t i c i an s  i n  Congress a r e  lldealingfl with t h e  mill ions of 
i l l e g a l s  who sneak through our borders i s  by c o n t i n u ~ y  passing 
b i l l s  t o  give them amnesty, 

Respectfully, 

Nelsen Soper Jr, 

The Retired Enlisted Associa-&ion 
Chapter 39, Past 2 Term President  

Veterans Affair's Commission 
City of Aurora, to, 
The American Legion 
Post 23 ,  Aurora, CO.  







, TIMOTHY E. WlRTH 
COLORADO 

United States $mate 

COMMITTEES 

ARMED SERVICES 

BANKING 
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ENERGY AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

WASHINGTON, DC 205 10-0603 

September 16, 1992 

Mr. Nelsen Soper, Jr. 
m 1 ~~~ y2Q S ~ , c / ~ / 4 ~ 1 3 4  hfl?', 

Aurora, Colorado 80012-3$.88- LC+/+' 

Dear Mr. Soper: 

Thank you for contacting me to share your thoughts about funding for 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC). I appreciate hearing from 
you. 

In more than 45 years of service, FAMC has earned an outstanding 
professional reputation. Currently, FAMC is the primary care 
facility for 78,000 beneficiaries, 14,000 of whom are active 
personnel. Fitzsimons is also the evacuation site for 12 lesser 
equipped Army and Air Force hospitals, spanning 13 states from Utah 
to Michigan. 

Last year, Congress authorized and funded the initial work on 
designing and building a 400-bed replacement facility at FAMC. The 
House-passed version of the 1993 Defense Authorization bill provides 
for $30 million to complete design work on this facility and $2 
million to begin site preparation. Additionally, it provides $19.4 
million for an engineering facility. I am a strong supporter of this 
funding and you may be assured that I will be working to include it 
in the final version of the bill. 

Again, thank you for contacting me. I greatly appreciate your 
input. 

With best wishes. 
S9erely yours, 

Timothy E. Wirth 

1 129 PENNSYLVANIA STREET 4 19 CANYON 
DENVER. CO 80203 

1003 MAIN STREET 
SUITE 3 0 0  

8 3 0  N. TEJON ST UNITED BANK BUILDING 

303/866-1900 FT. COLLINS. CO 8052  1 GRAND JUNCTION. CO 8 1501 SUITE 3 0 6  ' 303/24S-8044 
SUITE 850  

3 0 3 2 2  1-4647 
COLORADO SPRINGS. CO 80903  201 WEST 8TH STREET 
719/634-5523 PUEBLO. CO 8 1003 
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July 14, 1994 

Hm, Ronald V, DaUuma 
2 108 Raybum House CSfiaa Building 
Washiagtoa, DC 2051s 

Rear Ron: 

I am wrlJas ro ~ t k  for your a ~ i a t a m e  in conference on an itme of gar ~~ to 
mc lu the twelve ,taw wrvd by Fierimolu A r m y  Medical Cer.m, 'Rw S m ~ c o  vdnim of 
the authorization biil would rescind wnraucrtor, authmhtion for Fitzs imo~ Anny Medical 
Centu. Alrhou&h there is no f m h q  requut in cha FY 1995 Defendc AuQorLorion Bill for 
Fienimonc, Congrerr authorizrd $390 million for consaucdon and appropriated !DO million for 
design of a replammoat faoility for Fh6imobc ir. PY 1993. The and the -t of 
Dcfeoc KC appeollng &e Smlacs', provi~lon to the Confenace Commiffge. axl I ~ p p q r l  for 
your tmag rqmr in coafcrrnca for the position of rho Howo, the b y ,  and thc DOD. 

Fiatinma h u  beon dehimwd the iead agent for the provirion of h d t h  wc for a 
we.clvc state rsgim, with a bowflsiay population of mom d m  7M,00(3. Ir also plays a 
s W ~ f r c e n (  role in media education and a W h g  fgr DOD M h  care personnel; Md h 
provida health treatment capacity le Nppon of W D  health we r d l l e a a ,  boch ibr d h b n  
did and for deployment operations. Fituinma naw Miills these &tion, from $dlidrm that 
arc the oldest of my d U r y  hapita1 in thu UdW  state^, 

k the Army notm, the n#d for tbhj replacemenr faclliry bpi bocn vPlidaosd by th 
repara* economic malycn and a 1993 rc~alldation s d y  by rhe Omce of the AIsirram 
S m c u y  of Dcfaue kw H d t h  ALBtn. Although the Senate action b rcportcdly on a 
recent DOD Impstor Ckncrd ropon concluding that a rop~rormmr mar i( aot needed at 

Fitzsjmons, r1;s IG report M, seriously flawed in both hcu Md adyeis ,  Md bPo beta 
grroagly reiutnl by the w, rhc DOD Hedth Main, and the DOD Cmpaolla. Lf you 
would !iLc more infomation about the jusdficnrim fm this project, plwc lot w know. 

I would gnarly apprcciare your vigorouu auppwr on thii issue. 

b? Y ..: 6%. 
~~oc!u,R/),  CO, Pauizla Ychrotdcr 
iEERfln, ,+?pf,&?s cc n l f l r  sslr J ChaiI'W0IZl4n 

h e a r c h  and Technology 



PRESS RELEASE 

CLOSURE OF FITZSIHONS ARMY MEDICAL. CENTER 
EEBRuARY 28 .  1995 

Once again the Military Retiree Family is being abandoned by the US 
Invisible Government ambitious politicians who are motivated by 
money and legislative careers. 

This time the Military Family (over 65 years of age) will be forced 
out into the private sector Health Maintenance Service under the 
Medicare Program and lose their earned promised benefits. In the 
long run-this will be much more cost for Medicare to pay $350.00 to 
$450.00 for every assignment forced out of the Military Care 
Facilities to private HMOs. How long is our Medicare going to last 
at this rate. Federa1 government is already yelling "Medicare is 
broke"! That means all those on Medicarc is going to have to 
shoulder a larger and larger portion of their o w n  cost of Medical 
Care. What has happened to our "health reform" that is supposed to 
provid-e equal care for all????? 

The Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is being closed for political 
reasons and not as a budget cost. This action will force many of 
the Seniors into the welfare system to be humiliated and out into 
the streets to die. This will be the first time in their lives 
they have ever been welfare wards; even during the Great Depression 
they worked for commodities to survive and maintain t.heir pride, 
principle and heritage: basic Americanism. 

These same Military Retiree Families endured World War I I ,  Korean 
War, Student Democratic uprising of the 60s. and yanv tours of duty 
in the Vietnam War and had to hold extra jobs to finance their 
families. Many of these Retirees (who were Active Duty at that 
time) remained and served in Vietnam during their eligibility 
retirement years, such as myself. If we were not promised benefits 
at the time of our retirement, why would so many of us have been 
willing to lay our lives on the line again? 

Many of these same Military Retiree men and women were abandoned in 
Vietnam after the Military Victory. Our Country's political 
strategist stopped the Allied Forces from entering North Vietnam 
because of the International business interests (PAC groups) and 
allowed the North Vietnam Communist to occupy South Vietnam and 
genocide the Allied and Vietnam Military and civilian citizens who 
did not escape in time. 

Now our Federal Government representatives and their colleagues are 
closing Fitzsimons and taking away the "Life Support" Medical Care 
as if to say (and many have already said it  outright) "you're no 
good for anything anymore, so die you old Military Veterans 
(Retirees) men and women, get out of our way. We've wrote you off 
as a debt to the "baby boomer generation". 

Well, we, the Military Retiree Veteran Family say to you, the money 
hungry, political ambitious, legislators and PAC groups "we know 
you need and are determined to get, our earned benefits to support 
your own 'free-bee' use of our Military Health Facilitjes, Walter 



Reed, Bethesda Naval I-Iospi tal , lucrative siilar i p s ,  your own self 
voted retirements, expenso accor1nt.r; arid e x t r . n v n g a r ~ t  office 
furnishings, just to mention a f e w "  

'Closing Fitzslmons may be a m o n e t a ~ y  savlngs to the Pentagon and 
th ilepartment of Defense, buL I t  will be a much greater cost to 
the'Federa1 Government. ~n the long run. F i t z s ~ r n o n s  1 s  just one of 
many to come today. Any state that makes a Polltical enemy will 
not be safe from our Legislators." 

On Saturday, February 11, 1995, the Denver Post reported that the 
CU Medical Center eyes the Fitzsimons Army Medical Center base 
space as just what the doctor ordered as a remedy for the 
University of Colorado Health Science Centers growing pains. 

"Categorically, yes, absolutely," University Hospital President 
Dennis Brinhall said when asked whether t h e  acadomic center would 
bo interested in the F'l tzs imons slte. 

Based qn the above news release, the closing of Fitzsimons is a 
Political Strategic move as apposed to a cosmt  to the Federal 
Budget. 

The Bureaucrat Politicians once again forgets those 28 million 
petiree Veterans and their tax paying families who helped vote them 
i n t o  office. 

God Bless America! 

GEORGE H .  BLAIR, Resident of Colorado 
Command Sergeant Major 
US Army Retired 
(303 343-8268 



Right now, you and all taxpayers a r e  paying ou t  BILLIONS i n  
tax d o l l a r s  each year  f o r  welfare, unemployment, publ ic  housing, 
FREE hea l th  care and b i l ingua l  education and yes, even f r e e  l e g a l  - 
defense cos t s  f o r  i l l e g a l  a l iens .  

Questions urgently needed t o  l e t  the  new U.S. C o n ~ r e s s  and 
President  Clinton know about how Americans i n  your a rea  r e a l l y  f e e l  
about foot ing  the  b i l l s  f o r  mi l l ions  of i l l e g a l s .  

Alarmingly, a s  many cs 6 MILLION ILLEGALS have 
made t h e i r  way i n t o  toms and c i t i e s  t h r o u ~ h o u t  
America. TIME magazine repor t s  another 3 MILLION (. -. 

o r  so w i l l  s t e a l  through U.S. borders again this 
year, 

Wcrse, many economic, s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  exports  now agree, 
i l l e g a l  d i e n s  a r e  NO LONGER JUST " A  BORDER STATEu PROBLEM. 

Pqrhaps t h e  i l l e g a l  a l i e n  problem hasn' t  a f fec ted  you o r  your 
neighborhood yet. But i f  i l l e g a l  ent ry  through U.S. borders 
contini1e8 a% this ra te ,  very soon it w i l l .  

Now I f i rmly  bel ieve  America should always remain a beacon 
of hope ,for reasonable numbers of l e g a l  immigrants who want t o  
make a b e t t e r  l i f e  f o r  themselves, 

But my f o r e f a t h e r s  and yours entered America lepal ly .  They 
understood through hard work, obeying the  law and contr ibut ing  t o  
t h e  n a t i o n t s  good they woiild EA.N the right of  c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  
this g r e a t  land of  opportunity. 

But what we're deal ing  with today i s  q u i t e  d i f f e ren t .  Sta- 
t i s t i c s  show our  borders have become a f loodgate f o r  mi l l ions  who 
see  America a s  nothing more than a v a s t  welfare state... 

...millions who think l i t t l e  of breaking our laws and l i v i n g  
o f f  taxpayers l i k e  you and me. 

Once you're aware of t h m e  f a c t s ,  I think you ' l l  agree re- 
turning your Po l l  i s  very important: 

* TAXES: A study by immigration exper ts  r epor t s  i l l e g a l  
aLlens cos t  us  taxpayers as much a s  $35,000,003,000 
(BILLION) annually. And the  p r i c e  t a g  i s  climbing. 



* WELFARE AND FEDERAL ASSISTANCE: Contrary t o  the  be l i e f  t h a t  
a l l  a l i en s  come t o  America t o  f ind work, many of them do not  
he s i t a t e  t o  go on welfare and l i v e  off  u,S, taxpayers. FAKE 
Social Security cards, d r i v e r f s  l i censes  and b i r t h  c e r t i f i -  
ca tes  a r e  being used by aa many a s  ;1500,000 i l l e g a l s  each 
year, 

These fake documents a r e  used by i l l e g a l s  t o  ge t  mi l l ions  
of do l l a r s  worth of welfare, public housing &d Social 
Securi ty benefi ts ,  MANY ARE EVE3 VOTING I N  OLTR E;LECTIONS 
FOR PRESIDENT, CONGRESS AND YOUR LOCAL CANDIDATES. 

* JOBS: Other i l l e g a l  a l i en s  take jobs from Americans, 
Economics Professor Donald Huddle of Rice University repor ts  
i l l e g a l  a l i en s  DOUBLE the  jobless r a t e  of working Americans. 

* EDUCATION: The U,S. Supreme Court ruled our public schools 
MUST accept i l l e g a l  a l i en  students, You and I a r e  paying 
mil l ions  of do l l a r s  f o r  new schools and b i l i n m a l  educationi 
while we can barely afford t o  educate ou? own children, 

* CRIME AND TERROUSM: Some areas  of American now repor t  as much 
-2 burglar ies  and 34% of auto t h e f t s  a r e  committed by 
i l l e g a l  a l iens ,  Harold Eeell,  former Western Regional Commissioner 
of the  INS, repor ts  70% of drug dealing was by i l l e g a l  a l iens ,  
The bombing of the  World Trade Center was committed by i l l e g a l  
a l i e n  t e r ro r i s t s .  

According t o  the U.S. General Accounting Office, 20% of all 
federa l  and s t a t e  prisoners a r e  i l l e g a l  al iens.  

* HEALTH: Hospitals a r e  required by law t o  provide medical care 
f o r  f r e e  t o i l l e g a l  al iens.  The cost  i s  passed on to  you 
through higher hospi ta l  f e e s  and insurance premiums. What's more 
i l l e g l a s  a r e  bringing i n  diseases l i k e  cholera, TB, hepa t i t i s ,  
leprosy, typhoid, malaria and AIDS. 

w 
These a r e  j u s t  some of the problems we're facing now. Former 

President  Reagan warned, nAmerica has l o s t  control  of i t s  own borders, 
No nation can-do t h a t  akd s u r v i ~ e . ~ ~  And the reason f o r  the illepal 
a l i en  flood i s  clear, Just think about t h i s :  

Our U.S. Border Pat rol  has l e s s  than 4,000 o f f i c e r s  to guard all 
our borders, Working three  %hour s h i f t s  and twolong borders, fewer 
than 900 f r l i ne  watchn o f f i c e r s  t r y  t o  guard our 2,000 mile southern 
border every night, 

In  El Paso, f o r  example, 239 agents have t o  cover 85,000 
square miles, 24 hours a dav, 7 days a week, AT TIMES, 4 
SINGLE AGJ3NT HAS TOCONFRONT 300 ALIENS CROSSING! ----- 

That's why many experts--support proposals t o  assign 10,000 
military t roops from bases near our borders t o  a s s i s t  Border Pat rol  
o f f i c e r s  in turning back the  mill ions of i l l e g a l s ,  

Already, b i l l s  have been introduced i n  Congress t,o b a c k  up" our 
ser iously  undermanned Border Pa t ro l  with a few thousand mi l i t a ry  
personnel with l i t t l e  t o  do because of the end of the  cold war. 



These proposals t o  use the  mil i tary  would cost  very l i t t l e ,  s ince 
the  troops a r e  already trained, They would simply be reassigned t o  
assist the  Border Patrol,  

And when you consider we had troops in  Eurppe and Asia defending 
other  countries, I ' m  sure you agree using 10,000 troops to pro tec t  
our own country i s  the  l e a s t  commitment we can make t o  keep our border 
secure. 

But specia l  i n t e r e s t s  who benef i t  from uncontrolled numbers of 
i l l e g a l  a l i en s  a r e  f igh t ing  t h i s  plan "tooth and nai.1," What's more, 
Congress recent ly  passed l eg i s l a t i on  t h a t  w i l l  make matters even 
worse, 

In October 1986, they gave amnesty t o  a l l  il1egaI.s who were clever 
enough to avoid deportation f o r  a t  l e a s t  5 years, I n  1990 they passed 
BP1OmR-M?ESTY_ f o r  UNLIMITED NpBERS OF THEIR ILLEGAL ALIEN RELATIVES! 

And now they're debating a repeal  of laws t h a t  prohibi t  employers 
from h i r i ng  i l l e n a l  a l i en s  f o r  American jobs, 

AU. t h i s  i s  sending a c lea r  message t o  the  world: SNEAK I N T O  OUR 
COUNTRY AND WE'LL RE WAR^^ YOU WITH AMNESTY FROM OUR LAWS, WELFAU3 
FINANCED BY OUR TAXPAPERS AND -- I F  YOU CAN GET FAKE DOCUMENTS - 
EVEN THE ABILITY TO VOTE I N  OUR ELECTIONS! 

Why i s  Congress encouraning i l l e g a l  immigration? Because many 
po l i t i c i an s  and t h e i r  specia l  i n t e r e s t  f r i ends  see t h i s  flood of 
i l l e g a l s  leading to a HUGE f b t i n ~ :  bloc of e a s i l y  manipulated, uneducated 
a l i en s  t h a t  w i l l  keep them i n  power, 

That's why many Americans only heard about the  Amnesty B i l l s  a f t e r  
they had already passed, Pro-alien po l i t i c i an s  pushed them through 
Congress before voters  l i k e  you had a chance t o  voice your opinions, 

NOW they a r e  doing next t o  NOTHING t o  stop the  mil l ions  of i l l e g a  
a l i e n s  and tons  of deadly n a r c o t i c s  pouring across  our wide open 
s o u t h e n  border. 

We must barrage Congress with public opionion throughout the  nation, 
We must show them how Americans t r u l y  f e e l  about the high p r i c e  we're 
paying f o r  i l l e g a l  immigration, 

Remember, the  power of public opinion i s  grea t  I n  Congress, 
But only i f  enouph fo lks  l i k e  us make your f e l l i n g s  known through a 
publ ic  awareness pr0.i e c t  l i k e  th is .  



Remember, a s  many a s  6 MILLION ILLEGAL a l i en s  a r e  now l i v i n g  i n  
America a t  a staggering nat ional  cos t  of over $35 BILLION i n  welfare, 
soc ia l  securi ty,  f r e e  heal th  care, b i l ingual  education, public housing, 
unemployment and other  taxpaye-funded benefi ts ,  The only way shor t -  
sighted po l i t i c i an s  in  Congress a re  "dealing" with the  mil l ions  of 
i l l e g a l s  who sneak through our borders i s  by continually passing 
b i l l s  t o  give them amnesty, 

Respectfully, 

Nelsen Soper Jr. 

The Retired Enlisted Associatii.on 
Chapter 39, Past  2 Term President  

Veterans Affair 's  Commission 
City of Aurora, C o ,  

The American Legion 
Post 23,  Aurora, CO. 
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Glenn R. Scott as passing thro;gh the- '33, $ i t ~ $ i ~ ~ ~ r l $  
northeastern corner of Fitvimons from in a period ofgrowth for the Army Medical Center the High Line 
the east before connecting with the Denver area. The tracks of the Kansas canal played an important role. 
Smoky Hill Trail. The Toll Gate Pacific Railroad, which was later the Settlers were coming into the Denver 
Overland Stage Station was located on Union ran approximately one area in the early 1890s. Some were those 
the north side of Toll Gate Creek, mile north of Fitzsimons Hospital, and who were in the earlier gold rush and 
approximately one mile southeast of the played an role in the decided to settle here. Others were 
present site of Fitzsimons. history of the installation. lured by railroad promotions. Many 

BaiIroabS RIgrituIturaf anb came because of the availability of 
Bt was a bitter blow to Denver when public lands through the Homestead 

the eastern link to the trans- regibential bebelopment ~ c t .  NCW towns sprang up on the plains. 

continental railroad bypassed the city to t917 One devl:loper, Donald Fletcher, along 

and took the northern path through with Thomas I-Iayden and Samuel 
a h e  earliest farmers in the area 

Cheyenne. Railroads were vital to the Marston Perry plated the Aurora 
settled along sources of water subdivision. In order to provide access sctlling of the west, and the city with the which could provide for their to Denver, the Colfax Electric Railway 

the Prominent crops, as the average rainfall in the area began from what is now 
Dcnver businessmen initiated plans to is twelve to sixteen inches per year, 
promote and develop local railroad Aurora, In 1893. Another important 

Many farmers had to depend upon 
projects. In 1870, the Kansas City and transportation link was U.S. 40, which 

irrigation to get the necessary water to entered oenver colfax Avenue the Denver Pacific, connecting the main their crops. In the area of Fimimons 
tracks at Chevenne to Denver were and provided a link to Denver and the 

completed. The a 
Continued on page 9 



Commander's line 
I live in the 0 Fitzsimons 800 

~ T u s i n ~  Area and I have 
frequently observed DoD 
police speeding through 
the housing area without 
the use of sirens or flashing 
lights. These instances 
usually occur during the 
late evening hours. Why is 
this permitted? 

BG Bowen 

The DOD Police A receive extensive and 
continuous training on 
emergency response. When 
emergencies occur that 
require an expedient 
response, our DOD Police 

TO call direct dial 361-83 14 are Dremitted to drive 
abobe posted speed limits. 
This policy is consistent 
with Colorado revised 

statutes which apply to all police officers in the state. It is the 
discretion of the police officer responding to the call which 
determines whether or not lightshiren are required. For example, 
responding to a suspected domestic disturbance may require a 
speedy response without the use of lights/siren so as not to alert the 
entire neighborhood. It is understandable that bystanders may 
perceive an officer's speedy response is being unlawful. However, as 
our DOD Police possess extensive training and experience in 
emergency response, they are well versed in how best to respond to 
a variety of situations. Regardless of the situation that requires a 
speedy response, all DOD Police are trained to put safety first. The 
FAMC DOD Police are here to serve and protect the entire 
installation community. If anyone believe they have seen a DOD 
Police officer violate the law, they should make note of the date, 
time and location of the incident, including the license plate and 
police car number. Provide the FAMC Provost Marshal with this 
information at 361-8728. I assure you that if corrective action is 
warranted, it will be just as expedient as if a Police Officer were 
responding to an emergency call. 
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Army uniform 
By Gregg A. Smith 

The captain's headgear was so far 
back on his head it looked like a 
skullcap. The specialist's shoes 
desperately needed some kiwi and the 
young lieutenant had apparently 
forgotten that the dry cleaners even 
existed. 

All of this and 
more was 
observed during 
the course of a 
single week of 
running around 
post. Granted, 
these 
observations are 
coming from the 
perspective of a 
spankin' new 
NCO, but the 
days of PLDC are 
not far behind 
me. There are just 
some things that 
every soldier 
should not forget 
regardless of 
assignment. 

The correct 
wear of the Army 
uniform is one of 
the basic 
yardsticks 
measuring a 
soldier's 
discipline, 
attention to detail 
and pride. A 
good-looking 
uniform can give 
the illusion of 
competency and 
professionalism to 
a poor soldier. 
Conversely, a 
uniform that is 

says lot about the soldier 
to Pluto. The Army does not set one if it's worth the trouble. After all who 
standard for medical personnel and cares what I look like as long as I do a 
another one for "hard core" soldiers. good job? And so on, and so on... 

Then why are there so many uniform It matters. A lot. It matters because 
violations? Why do so many otherwise the way people make judgements is 
excellent soldiers insist on giving so little based, at least in part, on what they see. 

It hardly inspires 

wrinkled or 
otherwise below 
the minimum standard will make the 
Army's best soldier appear uncaring and 
unmotivated about himself and his 
service. 

The same gauge is used whether a 
soldier is an 11 Bang-Bang (infantry) or 
one trained to push a pencil from here 

time and attention to a task that, 
ultimately, says so much about them? 

There are probably no hard and fast 
answers to those questions. You'd 
probably have better luck trying to 
figure out where Lake Edna is. 

Some think that squaring the uniform 
away takes too much time. Some wonder 

confidence in a 
patient to see a 
ragbag with wild 
hair, an unkempt 
uniform and shoes 
so dull they could 
pass for old sneakers 
walking up with the 
obvious intent of 
drawing blood. A 
noncommissioned 
officer whose 
uniform looks like 
it's been slept in has 
little or no moral 
right to correct the 
appearance of a 
soldier under his 
charge. And as for 
officers ... 

Other than that 
there is the sense of 
pride that should 
automatically 
accompany "lookin' 
good." In the civilian 
world, office attire 
might include (for 
males) a shirt and 
tie, maybe a sport 
coat. Entire 
industries are fueled 
and enormous sums 
of money are spent 
each year to satisfy 
the workers desire to 
presknt a certain 
image at the office. 
Military personnel 
have it somewhat 
easier. After all, we 

basically wear the same thing everyday. 
All we have to do is keep it serviceable, 
clean and neat looking. Not a 
monumental task, but certainly one 
deserving the pride and attention to 
detail that separates the good, the bad 
and the ugly. 
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Defense Civilian 
Pay System (DCPS) 

Fitzsimons will transition to the DCPS 
on Oct. 18. The next five Civilian 
Paydays will occur as follows: 

Payday sys tem 
Oct. 1 STARCIPS 
Oct. 15 STARCIPS 
Oct .29 STARCIPS 
Nov. 6 DCPS 
Nov. 20 DCPS 

Points to remember. 
Make sure your home address is 

correct. Your Leave and Earning 
Statements will be sent to your home. 

Save your last STARCIPS LES and 
compare the balances carried over to 
your first DCPS LES. 

You will receive two W2 forms this 
year, one from each pay system. 

Payday will be the Friday after the 
end of the pay period. 

TIMEKEEPERS must update work 
schedules for all employees with 
irregular tours (any tour of duty other 
than Monday through Friday, eight 
hours a day), for the Pay Period starting 
Oct. 18. The update schedules must be 
submitted to the Payroll office by COB 
Oct. 9. If you have any questions please 
contact your payroll technician. 

Ex-soldiers can 
leap into a new 

career 
Washington (ARNEWS) Soldiers due 

to transition from the Army this fall are 
invited to direct their leadership skills 
toward a career in managing public 
housing or in administering federally 
assisted housing. 

Under the Leadership Employment 
for Armed Services Personnel Program, 
40 select people will receive six weeks of 
training in the housing business. 
Supplies, room and board are free; 
travel expenses are the responsibility of 
the participant. 

The center's training facility is in 
Western Virginia. Graduates become 
eligible for placement in 
federal-housing-related jobs in the 
United States and Puerto Rico. 

For more information, write to the 
center at 1275 K Street, N.W., Suite 700, 
Washington D.C., 20005. 

TDY status 
declared for relief 

personnel 
Washington (ARNEWS) Soldiers 

and Army civilians on disaster-relief 
duty in storm-ravaged Florida, 
Louisiana and Guam have been 
declared to be in the status of temporary 
duty and entitled to receive per diem 
Pay. 

The declaration came Sept. 10 from 
under Secretary of the Army John W. 
Shannon, who said that, effective 
immediately, "all Army personnel 
(active, reserve and civilian) deployed in 
support of relief efforts to victims of 
Hurricane Andrew and Typhoon Omar 
are in a temporary duty status and 
entitled to per diem." 

According to Army personnel 
officials, the affected soldiers will 
continue to receive their full BAQ 
payment plus a daily incidental payment 
of two dollars for such sundry items as 
tooth paste and soap. 

Per diem rate is based on TDY 
location, with the assumption that 
government mess is available and 
practical, officials said. 

Operation 
Disaster Relief 

mailing procedure 
clarified 

Washington (ARNEWS) Postal 
officials at U.S. Total Army Personnel 
Command recently clarified procedures 
for addressing mail to soldiers 
participating in the Florida Hurricane 
relief effort. 

People sending letters or packages to 
operation disaster relief personnel 
should address them to the individual's 
home station. Mail sent to the home 
station will be directed to the addressee 
by installation postal officers and mail 
rooms through the U.S. Postal Service. 

Addressing mail directly to soldiers in 
Florida is authorized but discouraged, 

according to PERSCOM, since soldiers 
will change addresses again upon 
redeployment. 

VA Disability 
Compensation 

Claims 
One of the most often asked questions 

by veterans regarding VA Disability 
Claims is, "how long do I have to file a 
claim with the VA?" 

There is no time limit in filing such a 
claim as long as the disability is 
service-related and has been 
appropriately documented in the 
veterans medical service records. 
Contact your nearest Veteran Service 
Officer or VA Regional Office customer 
representative for further information. 

Helping Hands 
Soldiers Helping Soldiers needs your 

help. Several needy military families 
have benefited from our services in the 
last 90 days, our cupboards are getting 
bare. Please help us restock before the 
holidays, which is our busiest time. We 
operate through Student Company but 
serve all military families. We accept 
donations such as baby items, food, baby 
food, cash for perishables and 
household items. 

POC is Pvt. 1st Class Teri A. 
Williams, Student Company at 361-8855 
or 366-8009. 

International 
Training in 

Communication 
Would you like to develop the 

presence which commands attention of 
groups, large or small? Are you at a loss 
for words? You're not alone, you are 
invited to join us now. International 
Training in Communication is a 
worldwide nonprofit educational 
organization open to any adult 
interested in self improvement in 
successful speaking. 

ITC presents a four-point program for 
self-development that features 
leadership development and improved 
communication skills, all necessary in 
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today's world, be it business, in the 
community, or at home. Meetings are 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays at Fitzsimons 
Bruns Room in building 500 from 6 to 8 
p.m. 

For more information call 433-9868 or 
755-0054. 

Federal Employees 
Health Benefits 

change 

with the employee. The employee, 
however, must provide evidence that the 
child is being claimed as a dependent 
(for example, on the employee's tax 
return, evidence of eligibility as a 
dependent child under other State or 
Federal programs, etc.) and must also 
provide a written statement that he or 
she expects to raise the child to 
adulthood. 

you consider yourself a career officer, 
be sure to complete these 
correspondence courses in a timely 
manner. An Education Center 
counselor will be glad to assist you 
between 7 a.m. and 530 p.m. (until 4 
p.m. on Fridays). 

Enlisted Promotion 
Points 

College in October 1t.s never too early to start earning 
u 

The Community College of Aurora, promotion points if you would like to 
OPM (Office of Personnel 

6 t h  a full-time in FAMC building Shorten Your time as an E-4 and as an 
Management) has recently reviewed 

619, will offer the following on-post E-5. Jusl. keep earning college credits 
their policy with regard to health 

classes from Oct. 26 to Dec. 19: and taking Army correspondence 
benefits coverage for foster children 

Advanced Word Perfect 5.1, courses. College credits can include 
and, in particular, foster children who 

Introduction to Lotus 1-2-3, Technical those from classroom work, ACE Guide 
are also grandchildren. 

writing, U.S. ~i~~~~~ 11 (u.s. ~i~~~~~ I evaluation of military schools, DANTES 
In accordance with law and independent study courses, and testing 

regulation, a grandchild may be covered is "Ot a prerequisite), Speech, and 

under an employee,s FEHB enrollment Introduction to Literature. The college (CLEP, DSST's, ACT-PEP, and GRE 

has a computer lab in the Education Subject Exams available free to 
if the child meets the definition of a 
foster child. That is, he or she must be Center itself. Everyone is welcome, and servicemembers and reservists-) 

financially dependent on the employee, eligible servicemembers may request 75 co"es~c'ndence courses are free, and 

percent tuition assistance. Other local they deal with subjects as diverse as 
must be living with the employee in a 
regular parent-child relationship, and colleges also will offer courses beginning terminology, specialist, 

in October. Visit or call the Education aviation, brakes, broadcasting, 
the employee must expect to raise the 

Center at 361-8193 right away. cartography, oral and written 
child to adulthood. 

Command and General C O ~ I I ~ U ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ O I ~ S ,  COntTaCtS, electronics, 
OPM has determined that the 

Staff College 
foreign nations, etc. - well over 2,000 

parent-child relationship requirement, books from which to choose! 
whether or not a natural parent lives in The new catalog and forms for the Department of Defense civilians may 
the home, is satisfied if there is evidence command and ~~~~~~l staff college also enroll for Army correspondence 
that the child lives with and is financially nonresident course and for the courses. Just stop by the Army 
dependent on the employee- Therefore, nonresident Phase I of the Combined Education Center, building 619, to fill 
a court order for custody is not required and services ~ ~ ~ f f ~ ~ h ~ ~ l  (CAS) out a DA Form 145. 
if the natural parent lives in the home just arrived at the Education Center. If 

Fatal car accident claims FAMC soldier 
Sgt. Emmitt Anthony Pryor, Jr., 24, of 

Louisville, Ky. died Sept. 16 of injuries 
sustained in a car accident the previous 
day. The investigation is still in progress. 

Pryor, who had just completed the 91 
Charlie Practical Nurse Course here, 
was a passenger in a military vehicle 
headed south on 1-25 to Colorado 
Springs. 

Pryor was a Reserve 91A for six 
months. He was promoted to Private 2 
on May 15,1986. He entered active 
duty in May 1987. He was assigned as a 
medical specialist and ambulance 
driver at Fort Lewis, Wash., from May 
1987 thru July 1991. Then he was 

awarded the 91 Charlie military 
occupational specialty. Pryor was 
promoted to Sergeant on Sept. 

1. Pryor's achievements include the 
Army Achievement Medal, 
  on commissioned 0fficer'~rofessional 
Development Medal, Humane Service 
Medal (Operation Firebreak, July 
1989), Army Service Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Soldier's 
Medal, and the Expert Medical Badge. 

Pryor Sgt. Pryor is survived by his wife, 
Leslie and his four-year-old son Justin. 

selected for 91C training and attended A seconti child is due this month. He is 
Phase I at Fort Sam Houston, Tx. He also survived by his parents Emmitt, Sr., 
graduated from Phase I1 at Fitzsimons and p,lartha pryor. 
Army Medical Center Aug. 27 and was 
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U.S. Army Environmental Hygiend - - - 
This October the U.S. Environmental Defense and federal I 

Hygiene Agency (USAEHA) will 
celebrate 50 years of worldwide service 
dedicated to maintaining a safe 
environment for soldiers and civilian 
members of the Army workforce and 
community. The U.S. Environmental 
Hygiene Activity- West (USAEHA-W) 
here at Fitzsimons Army Medical Center 
joins in the celebration with its parent 
organization. 

In 1942, the Army Industrial Hygiene 
Laboratory was established under The 
Surgeon General. Its purpose was to 
identify and recommend control of health 
hazards associated with the Army's 
rapidly expanding industrial activities in 
support of the war effort. 

Today, USAEHA supports the 
worldwide preventive medicine programs 

Agencies. Services are 
provided by 
USAEHA-W; 
USAEHA-South at 
Fort McPherson, 
Georgia; 
USAEHA-North at 
Fort Meade, 
Maryland; and by five 
directorates located at 
Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Md. 

USAEHA is vital to 
the Army. It supports 
the total Army 
preventive medicine 
program and 
encompasses 
essentially all 

of the ~ r m y  and the other Department of occupational and Preparing for Cockroach Resistance Testing 

environmental health disciplines. It also 
conducts the Army's preventive medicine 
residency training program in 
occupational and environmental medicint 
to meet accreditation requirements of the 
American Council on Graduate Medical 
Education and approval requirements of 
the American Osteopathic Association. 

While an element of Health Services 
Command, USAEHA has a worldwide 
mission. USAEHA-W supports a 23 state 
region in the western U.S. and 
participates in the agency's global role. 
USAEHA-W has at its disposal top line 
environmental and entomological 
laboratories. The cholinesterase 
laboratory at USAEHA-W is one of the 
few such laboratories the Army has to 
support workers who handle chemical 
munitions. USAEHA, to include 
USAEHA-W, has the staff with technical 
skills to respond to Army-wide preventivt 
medicine needs. 

Personnel from USAEHA-W, were 
deployed to Southwest Asia to support 
Operation Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm. Extensive in-theater efforts were 
made to protect water supplies from 
natural and deliberate contamination, an 
to limit the spread of disease through 

Sanitary Engineers from the USAEH West take ground water samples at Pueblo Ahny Depot Activity. The preventive measures. A select team of 
water is analyzed at FAMC for environmental pollutants from industrial operations USAEHA experts undertook the 
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Agency cele 
tremendous effort to evaluate the health 
risk of the Kuwaiti oil fires to our soldiers. 
'This coupled with expeditious review of 
health risks which were and could have 
been faced by our soldiers was important 
10 conserving the fighting strength. 

USAEHA soldiers and civilians have 
also played key roles in other 
contingencies and emergencies. 
USAEHA personnel are currently 
assisting Hurricane Andrew relief 
operations in Florida. Personnel from 
IJSAEHA-W were heavily involved with 
clearing hazards, such as asbestos and 
hazardous chemicals, from damage due to 
the 1990 tornado destruction in Limon, 
Colorado. 

The Department of Defense program to 
clean up sites contaminated by military 
and industrial activities, and to prevent 
future contamination relies on USAEHA. 
CJSAEHA-W has worked closely with 
Rocky Mountain Arsenal in assessing the 
level of cleanup needed to protect human 
health. The destruction of the Pershing I1 
intermediate range nuclear missile at 
Pueblo Army Depot Activity was 
monitored by USAEHA-W engineers and 
scientists. USAEHA has assisted many 
others sites as well. 

The agency is the lead for the 
Department of Defense on a number of 
programs. Among these is the Lyrne 
Disease program. USAEHA-W has been 
a key player in this program. Much of the 
investigative work for the Army is done in 
the USAEHA-W laboratory at 
Fitzsimons. Assistance in preventing the 
spread of plague among animal 
populations on DoD installations is also 
among the services provided by 
USAEHA-W. 

Other major issues being addressed by 
USAEHA included extremely low 
frequency nonionizing radiation; lead in 
family quarters, child care centers, and 
the work place; armored systems 
modernization and howitzer 
improvement; recent changes in 
environmental regulations; chemical agent 
handling and destruction; and the 
depleted uranium projectile assessment of 

s Bradley fighting vehicle. 

bvates golden anniversary 

Engineering technician Jim Peters draws surface water samples from a lake in Alaska to look for chemical 
contamination. USAEHA West supports 22 western state and Alaska. 

The USAEHA staff is participating in Improvetl service to the Army Community 
the international laser, optical source, and and its nr:ighbors in USAEHA7s desire. 
radio frequency setting community; The avowed goal of Lt. Col. Anthony 
Tri-Service working groups on Aiken, the Commander of USAEHA-W, 
electromagnetic pulse exposer program; is to "move the Agency to new heights of 
and field drinking water standards. excellence." 

The Agency seeks to sustain its role as 
the Army's lead in preventive medicine. 
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Vaccination against winter ills offered 
By David Schueler 
Preventive Medicine NCOIC 

Fitzsimons Army Medical This year, Fitzsimons is also 
Center's annual influenza offering the pneumococcal 
immunization program for vaccine to its beneficiaries. 

dependents and retirees will Pneumococcal bacteria are 

begin Oct. 13. This season's common agents causing 
vaccine offers protection pneumonia. The vaccine 
against Type A (Texas: immunizes patients against 23 of 
HlNl  and Beijing: H3N2) the various types of 
and Type B (Panama) pneumococcal bacteria felt to be 
influenza viruses. Annual responsible for the pneumonias. 
immunization using the The pneumococcal vaccine, 

current year's vaccine is marketed as Pneumovax or 
necessary because immunity Pnu-Immune, is recommended 
for an individual gradually for adults 65 years or older, and 
declines in the year for other adults and children at 
following vaccination, and increased risk of contracting 
because the influenza strains pneumococcal infections, 
change somewhat from including those with: heart or 
year-to-year, necessitating lung diseases, diabetes, 
annual refinement of the alcoholism, cirrhosis of the liver, 
vaccines. The peak period and those who are 
for flu infection is usually immunosuppressed because of 
January, February and cancer, immune diseases, or 
March, but significant other disorders. 
numbers of cases may occur Wherelwhen influenza and 
as early as December. pneumococcal immunizations 

While skiers rejoice with Gregory Crady ~nnoculates Sgt. James Phllllpswth the flu vaccine may be obtained: Dependent 
the onset of winter, the children may receive the 
season provides an ideal environment receive the influenza vaccine unless vaccination in the Pediatric Clinic at 
for numerous viruses to reproduce. The advised their physician to do Fitzsimons. Pediatric patients must have 
warmth resulting from higher Who should receive the vaccine? a doctor's prescription to receive the flu 
thermostat settings and reduced air Annual influenza immunization is shot and/or the pneumonia vaccine. 
circulation indoors greatly assists the mandatory for all active duty military Influenza immunizations will be given to 
growth and spread of viral illness from personnel. physicians, nurses and adults in the FAMC Post Theater from 
one person to another. other personnel who provide direct Oct. 13 through 30, Mondays through 

What is the flu? The flu (or, more patient services are encouraged Fridays from 7:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 
properly, influenza) is a viral respiratory to receive the vaccination to decrease Parking will be made available in areas 
tract infection afflicting the lungs and the risk of spread to high-risk patients. adjacent to the Post Theater. Medical 
upper airway passages. It is Individuals who will be traveling or records are not required for the 
characterized by the abrupt onset of moving to foreign countries should influenza vaccination; however, medical 
fever, sore throat, non-productive cough receive the vaccine. Individuals at records should be picked up by the 
and extreme muscle aches. The illness increased risk for influenza-related patient prior to reporting to the Theater 
typically lasts 4-6 days, with feelings of are Persons 65 Years of if they desire both the flu shot and the 
fatigue and generally not feeling well age or older, adults and children with pneumonia shot. (This will allow 
that may last for 4-6 weeks following any of the following conditions: personnel administering the pneumonia 
resolution of the viral infection. disorders of the pulmonary or shot to check to see if it has already 

Who should not receive the vaccine? cardiovascular system, metabolic been received by the patient during the 
Anyone who has an allergic sensitivity to d i ~ a s e s  (including diabetes), preceding six years, in which case it is 
eggs, or an adverse reaction to dysfunction, or immune system not needed). All individuals reporting to 
thimerosal (a mercury/mercurochrome disorders. Individuals with questions as the Theater for immunization must have 
derivative), or is pregnant should not to whether they are in these categories a valid military ID card and their white 

should consult their primary care medical imprint card. 
physician. 
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$arIp ottlnerebip anb 
bebelopment of gitjdimone 

1861-1917 
g n  early developer, who established a subdivision on the 

plains east of Denver was Alfred H. Gutheil. He and his 
associates conceived of a suburban community near the 
fledgling town of Fletcher. Although this residential 
development was never successful, the property became 
significant as the site chosen by the Army for General Hospital 
No. 21. 

Alfred H. Gutheil was born in Germany in 1864. He served 
as Adams County judge from 1905-1909. He operated a 
nursery known as "Gutheil Gardens." Gutheil lived in a large 
two-story residence call "Park Lodge," which today is the 
commanding general's quarters at Fitzsimons Army Medical 
Center. The Gutheil nursery supplied homes in the Denver 
area with evergreens and deciduous tress, shrubs and roses, as 
well as vegetable roots. This nursery and surrounding grounds - 

were considered a showplace by local residents and attracted The American Red Cross Building (52.1) in 1919. Entertainment for recovenng 
patients was featured during both World Wars and the Korean and Vietnam 

many visitors. Wars. The Brigade Recreation Center currently occupies much of the premises. 

A Nurse's room at U.S.A. General Hospital No. 2 in 1919. 

Campaign for a militarp 
~ u ~ e r c u l o $ i $  Roepita1 

1917-1918 
a h e  United States entered World War I on April 6,1917. 

Shortly after this date civic and commercial leaders in the 
Denver area began a campaign to encourage the construction 
of a military post in their city. 

The Denver and Civic Commercial Association, the 
forerunner of the Denver Chamber of Commerce, led the 
campaign to acquire a military facility for the Denver area. The 
group visited Washington, D.C. to request a military camp for 
the Denver area. Denver was bypassed previously because of 
its geographic location in the interior of the country. 

Many soldiers who were returning from Europe in the early 
days of World War I suffered from pulmonary diseases. 
Tuberculosis and other diseases of the lungs were caused by 
prolonged exposure on the battlefields. 

The climate in Colorado was believed to be beneficial to the 
treatment of tuberculosis. The cool dry air and the large 

number of days of sunshine per year were considered 
therapeutic for the treatment of lung diseases. Many homes 
were built with open sleeping porches. Several institutions, 
such as National Jewish Hospital (1892), Jewish Consumptive 
Relief Society (1904) and National Swedish Hospital (1908) 
were fully established in Denver. 

It was a logical step for Denver citizens to pursue acquiring a 
military recuperation hospital specializing in the treatment of 
lung diseases. 

The Denver Civic and Comrnercial Association members 
were able to get an audience with the Surgeon General and 
some of his staff. Among the staff members was Col. George E. 
Bushnell. Bushnell had spent two years in Colorado recovering 
from tuberculosis. In time, Coll. Bushnell arrived in Denver to 
inspect possible sites for a recuperation camp. The site 
Bushnell selected was the grounds of the Gutheil Nursery, 
eight miles east of Denver. 

To purchase the land of Gutheil Nurseries, subscriptions 
were sold. Within four days $150,000 had been raised. More 
than 1,500 contributors from Denver and Aurora bought stock 
c w t i k a k s  which enabled the purchase of the property for 

The original Post Chapel in 1919. A new chapel was built and dedicated in Dec. 
1942. 
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of 1919. The later group of buildings included 16 open air 
wards as well as quarters for nurses and officers. The 

Newly constructed wards at Fitzsimons General Hospital, 1919. 

$140,000. The City of Denver contributed $10,000 from its 
general revenues and the town of Aurora donated one dollar 
for each of its citizens (about $900). 

The Civic and Commercial Association became the sole 
owners of the land. If the government should abandon the land 
the property could be sold and the proceeds divided among 
those who bought stock certificates. 

Creation of 
@enera1 #o$pital $20. 21  

1918-1919 
@round was broken in April of 1918 and in May, 

construction began on 48 wooden buildings. The site, 
which was located at Camp Miles, due east of Denver, was 
designated as Army General Hospital No. 21. General 
hospitals of the Army were created to meet both general and 
special needs of patients. Also General Hospitals were staffed 
with specially qualified personnel to treat complex cases as well 
as instruct and train junior medical officers. 

On Oct. 13,1918, the first group of 48 buildings was 
dedicated, however the hospital was not officially completed 
until 1919. 

The first patient to arrive (Oct. 17,1918) was Clair W. 

Education ~ e ~ a r - t m e n t  was established in June of 1919 as an 
important part of the program for recovering patients. About 
40 courses ranging from elementary to graduate level were 
offered. Also available were vocational courses and 
commercial courses according to their preferences. 

Bebeeignation anb furtijet bebelopment 
of tije Rospital 

1920-1929 a War Department directive dated June 26,1920 
redesignated the facility Fitzsimons General Hospital. The - 

post was named in honor of William Thomas Fitwimons, the 
first American officer of the United States to die in World War 
I. He was killed during an aerial bombardment on a field 
hospital, Lin France, on Sept. 4,' 1918. 

After the war, the Chamber of Commerce began a move to 
turn ownership of the hospital site to the government. The 
government was not interested and furthermore the transfer 
was complicated by the fact that the owners were the dozens of 
original subscribers to the fund to purchase the land. In 1929 
the Chamber and the government negotiated a 999-year lease 

Martin, a p;ivate from New Haven Conn. 
After a tremendous snowstorm on April 6,1919 mules provided the best 

It was soon apparent that 48 buildings were not enough to transportation around post. 
meet the needs of soldiers arriving from Europe. In October 
1918 another 25 buildings were started and completed in April at the rate of one dollar per year. The government was to 

maintain the grounds, and in the event that the government 
abandoned ~itzsimons, the land would revert t o  the Chamber. 

By the 1920s Fitzsimons was described as the largest active 
military hospital in the world and the largest tuberculosis 
hospital in the United States. 

Early tuberculosis wards faced south to give patients the most benefit of the 
fresh, dry Colorado air with over 300 days of sunshine e v e ~ y  year. Continued on page 15 
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GATEWAY TO CARE 

Tfre Amy's 
coordinated Care Program 



AU: you ever wanted to k w  
r/ Q. What is Gateway to Care? and/or refer patients to health care issue them a card which identifies them as 

delivery assets both within and outside of GTC enrollees. 
A. Gateway to Care is a new Army the military hospital. Patients can expect 
Coordinated Care Program which 

Q. How do I access GTC? 
to be treated by a wide range of military 

emphasizes enhanced access to quality and civilian providers under a variety of A. Telephone inquiries will be handled 
health care, health promotion and health care initiatives. by an advice nurse. Patients needing to 
preventive care and cost savings to both see a physician will be given an 
the government and the individual. GTC Q. What are the benefits to GTC? appointment in the clinic to which they 
is based on the health care delivery A. Enhanced access to health care and are assigned. 
models of Catchment Area Management 
and CHAMPUS Reform Initiative which 
are currently being tested at various sites 
around the country. 

Q. Why is the Army changing to GTC? 

lower costs. 

Q. What happens if I don't enroll in 
GTC? 

A. GTC is voluntary. Those who elect not 
to enroll will still have standard 

Q. How do I select a physician for GTC? 

A. Each enrollee will have a primary care 
physician assigned to him from that clinic 
with which he accesses the GTC system 
and everv attempt will be made to insure 

A. Todav's Armv is faced with the dual CHAMPUS as an option. continuiiy of car; with the same physician 1 
challenges of declining dollars and a 
declining number of health care 
professionals. At the same time the 
number of persons eligible for health care 
and the cost of that health care is 
increasing. 

Q. How will GTC change the way 1 get 
medical care? 

A. Enrollees in GTC will be assigned to 
one of three Primary Care clinics. A 
primary care physician or health care 
finder within one of these clinics will treat 

Q. When does GTC start? 

A. Some of the health care delivery 
initiatives are already in place. 
Enrollment for AD personnel (E-1 - E-4) 
will start early in FY 93. 

Q. How do I enroll myself and my family 
in GTC? 

A. The enrollment office for GTC will be 
located in Bldg 409 at the west end of the 
ground floor, (old pharmacy area). 
Enrollment clerks will enroll soldiers, 
retirees and their family members and 

in the same clinic.' 

Q. How will retirees be affected? 

A. Retirees will be eligible to enroll in 
GTC. However under the current 
enrollment plan, active duty personnel 
and their family members will enroll first. 
Retirees and their family members are 
scheduled to begin enrolling in GTC in 
the summer of 1993. 

Q. What happens if I leave FAMC? 

A. When traveling away from FAMC you 
can access any MTF or use standard 
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w &out Gateway To Care 
CHAMPUS. When you PCS from FAMC 
you will have to enroll in GTC at your 
new duty station. Retirees will have to 
re-enroll in GTC whenever they 
ultimately reside. 

Q. Can I use a civilian physician instead 
of a military 

physician under GTC? 

A. You cannot arbitrarily select a 
physician in the civilian 

sector while enrolled in GTC. If you are 
enrolled you will 

likely see more civilian physicians while 
being treated under GTC than military. 

Q. How does this affect Medical Holding 
Company patients? 

A. Medical Holding Company patients 
will have the opportunity to enroll at the 
MTF to which they are permanently 
assigned. Those patients who go to 
retired status from FAMC's Medical 
Holding Company and settle in this 
catchment area will have the opportunity 
to enroll in FAMC's GTC program. 

r/ 
0. How many civilian physicians will be - - 
participating in GTC? 

A. Including CHAMPUS Partnership 
physicians and those involved in 
Alternate Use Projects and the 
Participating Provider Network GTC you 
can expect to see several hundred civilian 
doctors providing health care under GTC. 

Q. What's the procedure for emergency 
or critical care under GTC? 

A. In a health or life threatening 
emergency get to the nearest emergency 
room ASAP. For lower levels of primary 
care report to the FAMC Emergency 
Room on the ground floor of the main 
hospital. 

Q. Does the Army or the civilian 
physician maintain my health records? 

A. No matter where you are referred 
under GTC the Army will always be the 
custodian of your medical records. 

Q. How will GTC affect activated 
Reservists and National Guard members 
and their families? 

A. Reserve Component soldiers who are 
activated in the event of a mobilization 

will have the same opportuntiy to enroll 
in GTC as their Active Component 
counterparts. RC soldiers who are in a 
training status for less than 180 days will 
not be afforded the opportunity to enroll. 
Retired RC soldiers will be elegible for 
standard CHAMPUS or GTC at age 60. 

Q. Why not use GTC only for family 
members and retirees, and let Active 
Duty stay with the current system? 

A. The current system will not be 
adequate in the future to deal with the 
Active Duty force. 

Q. Why not have one family physician for 
all family members and needs? 

A. Good idea. Every attempt will be 
made to ensure continuity of care with 
the provider in the assigned primary care 
clinic:. 

Q. What is the relationship of GTC to 
Delta Dental and dental care? 

A. The Delta Dental Program will not be 
affiliated with or replaced by GTC. 
Soldiers will still be encouraged to enroll 
their family members in DDP. 
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How does Gateway t o  Care work? 

STEP 1 

I Patient calls advice nurse or primary care clinic I 

STEP 2 
Advice nurse makes recommendations for minor ills OR 

primary care clinic makes either same-day or routine appointment 

I 
STEP 3 

Primary-care physician at clinic diagnosesltreats minor ailments 
OR refers patient for further specialty care as needed 

i Health Care Finder at Fitzsimons makes appointments 
for tests or specialty care per primary care 'physician's orders 

1st choice: Fitzsimons Army Medical Center 

2nd choice: Other federal facility or 
Preferred Provider Network 

Next option: Standard CHAMPUS 

14 October 7,1992 



In 1955, President Dwight D. Ensenhower became Fitzsimons' most famous 
patient when he suffered a heart attack while visiting Colorado. He spent seven 
weeks recovering. 

- utilized was Fitzsimons. This appeared to spell instant death 
for the facility. It was due to close in April of 1933. 

Once again, local businessmen and members of the Colorado 
Congressional delegation joined forces to save the hospital. 

Uncertainty continued over many months and for several 
years. On Oct. 12, 1936, President Roosevelt visited Denver 
and stopped briefly at Fitzsimons. The President was 
impressed by the facilities and the enthusiasm of the staff and 
others. He made a short speech which was broadcast over the 
hospital network. "... it will be here as long as I am President of 
the United States." 

It was reported that Congressman Lawrence Lewis, who was 
highly effective in saving the hospital, threw his hat into the air 
when he heard the President announce that the hospital would 
not close. 

flofiili~ation anb . entrance 
into ?!l@lorlb ?!l@lar 33 

1939-2942 
@y mid-December 1938, relations were underway for 

construction of a new main building. This would again 
make Fitzsimons the biggest general hospital in the country 
with 2,252 beds. Actual construction began in January 1939. 
This construction provided much needed jobs for local 
residents. 

In October of 1938 money was appropriated to build a 
railroad spur connecting Fitzsimons, Lowry Air Force Base 
and Buckley Field. This was part of a WPA (Works Progress 
Administration) project. Also, plans were announced for an 
additional 25 temporary buildings on the east side of 
Fitzsimons. These building would accommodate soldiers in a 
special medical training school. These specialties included 
training of enlisted men in laboratory, X-ray and clerical work. 
In April the first soldiers arrived for training at the Technicians 
School. 

Hain  kospital Puilbing 
a h e  construction on the Main Hospital building took over 

two years to complete. When it was finished the Main 
Hospital Building was hailed as "the last word in Army 
hospitals." 

On Dec. 3,1941, the new hospital building was dedicated by 
Congressman Lawrence Levis. Five hundred other dignitaries, 
representing civic groups, branches of the government and 
local businesses attended this important dedication. The host 
for this event was Col. Frederick S. Wright, commanding 
officer of the post. Four days later, the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor brought America into another world war. The 
first patients from this war were admitted to the new hospital 
on Dec. 17, 1942 and it was filled quickly thereafter. 

During W I I ,  this prisoner of war compound, located where. the Post Exchange 
is now, was home to captured Italian and Japanese soldiers. 

martime attibitits anb expangion 
1942-1945 

3 n  1942 Brigadier General Omar H. Quade assumed 
leadership of Fitzsimons. He continued as commanding 

officer until 1948. 
During the height of the war there were as many as 5,000 

patients at a time at Fitzsimons. 
A new permanent post chapel was dedicated on Dec. 17, 

1942. This chapel was designed to conform with the 
architectural style of the existing buildings. The chapel was 
especially designed for wheel chair access and a seating 
capacity for 400 persons. 

More expansion at Fitzsimons was reflected in the dedication 
of a new theater building. Actress Dorothy Lamour helped 
inaugurate this 1,035 seat theater in August of 1943. The seats 
were constructed with a minimum of metal, which was needed 
for the war effort. The seats were extra large and wide spaces 

As early as the 1950s., Fitzsimons sewed as a referral center forNative were left between rows. Some seats were equipped withspecial 
Americans residing on the Pine Ridge and Rosebud reservation. 

The Stethoscope 15 



bunnies, visited Vietnam war patients in Sept. 1970 

hearing aids. A large open space in the middle of the 
auditorium was designed to provide for wheel chair access. In 
addition, the theater included a full-sized screen, and orchestra 
pit and a large stage. 

The hospital operated its own victory garden on its farm. 
Much of the food was then quick-frozen, rather than canned. 

The hospital's authorized bed capacity was 3,417 in 1945. 
Specialties were in general medicine, tuberculosis treatment, 
general, orthopedic, and thoracic surgery, as well as X-ray 
therapy and psychiatry. 

$ri$oner of llI@ar tamp 
$?J Prison of War camp was established on the post during 

World War 11. The Geneva Convention required that 
medical care for prisoners of war had to be equal to that of 
American troops. As the war progressed, American forces 
began capturing German and Italian prisoners. Some of these 
required a higher type care than could be provided at station 
hospitals. These were sent to general hospitals. Fitzsimons was 
designated as the hospital to treat prisoners suffering from 
tuberculosis. 

The Fitzsimons camp was on the south-east corner of the 
grounds (near the location of the present PX). It was 
composed of standard theater-of-operations style buildings 
which included, prisoner barracks, a mess hall, guard barracks, 
a recreation area and lavatorybath house. The prisoner 
stockade was surrounded by barbed wire and had three watch 
towers on its perimeter. It was razed in 1947. 

Ql@omen'er glrmp Corp 
B n  1944 a new group of enlisted personnel arrived at 

Fitzsimons, they were members of the Women's Army 
Corp (WAC). 

The corps dated to 1942 when Congress established the 
Women's Army Corps in order to supply man power for 
non-combat positions. In 1943 WAC was established, granting 
enlisted women full military status. The WACs provided the 

Army with workers in positions requiring civilian skills, such as 
mechanics, weather observers, carpenters, photographers, 
intelligence analysts and heavy equipment operators. 

Although the Surgeon General was initially slow to 
requisition WACs, personnel shortages at the Army's medical 
facilities led the Medical Department to request that 50,000 
WACs be assigned to care and treatment installations around 
the world. 

In the spring of 1944, the Female Medical Technicians 
Campaign was initiated to attract women into the corps for 
medical service. Only highly qualified workers or those who 
scored highly on intelligence tests were accepted into the 
program. 

Eventually twenty percent (20,000 volunteers) were involved 
in the medical field, making the Medical Department the 
largest employer of the group. 

gitjeirnone glrmp flebical Center 
aobap 

a o d a y ,  Fitzsimons Army Medical Center consists of 342 
buildings on 576.51 acres of land. Fitzsimons provides 

tertiary medical support for Army and Air Force hospitals in 
surrounding states and direct hospital support for Lowry Air 
Force Base. It operates a facility for fabrication and repair of 
optical items; provides for general educational development 
services for military personnel. Fitzsimons is utilized as a major . . 

medical training center and serves as a regional coordinator of 
medical activity within the region. 

Fitzsimons personnel were among the earliest to deploy to 
Panama during operation Just Cause in 1989. Most recently in 
operation Desert Storm hundreds of soldier medics from 
Fitzsimons quickly deployed to South West Asia while others 
remained behind to care for the victims of war. 

As Fitzsimons implements the Armys Gateway to Care 
Program design plans fora new replacement facility are near 
completion with room for 450 beds. 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center continues to be one of the 
largest employers in Aurora. It has fulfilled its founder's dream 
of playing a vital role in the progress and prosperity of the 
community. 

1950s militay police perform reveille to signal the start of the duty day. 
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F A M C  V o t i n g  S l o g a n  

C o n t e s t  W i n n e r s  

Winning slogans 
1st PLACE: Master Sgt. John J. Martin 
FOR - 
A - 
MIGHTIER 
COUNTRY 
VOTE 

2nd PLACE: Lt. Col. (Dr.) Leroy Graham 
No Vote, No Hope 
Don't be a dope ........ vote 

3rd PLACE: Lt. Col,. (Dr.) David Goodman 
"Participate in FREEDOM: VOTE!" 

Honorable Mentions 

4th PLACE: Capt. (Dr.) Robert Stoffey, 
"Don't Vote (now). . .Don't Complain (later)" 

J 
5th PLACE Charles Avery 
"Get out and vote, help steer the boat! 

th, It's you and I who make it float!" 

Rebecca Johnson 
Betty Love 

Nancy Figgins 
Bobbie Saunders 

Joanne Nash 
Vernon L. Groeber 

Jerry Hardison 
Mary Conner 

Francisco Romero 
Armando Shols 
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N e w  H S C  
Fort Sam Houston, Texas - Maj. 

Gen. Richard D. Cameron is slated to 
become the new commander of the U.S 
Army Health Services Command 
(HSC) . 

He will take over command from Brig 
Gen. John J. Cuddy, during a ceremony 
scheduled for November 5 at Fort Sam 
Houston. 

The U.S. Army Health Services 
Command, headquartered at Fort Sam 
Houston, was created in 1973 to 
centrally manage Army medical and 
dental treatment facilities throughout 
the 50 states, Puerto Rico, Panama, 
Guam, and Johnston Atoll. 

Cameron comes to San Antonio 
from Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center in Washington D.C., where he 
has been commander since May 1989. 

Early in his career, Cameron was a 
medical intern at Brooke Army 
Medical Center, Fort Sam Houston 
and a psychiatric resident at 
Letterman Army Medical Center in 
San Francisco. 

Cameron received his medical 
degree from the University of Iowa 
and his master's degre in Health Care 
Administration from Baylor 
University, Waco, Texas. He is also a 
graduate of the Command and 
General Staff College and the 
Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces. 

Other assignments include Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Medical Readiness, Washington, D.C.; 
commanding general, William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, El 
Paso, Tx., commander, Darnall Army 
Community Hospital and I11 Corps 
Surgeon, Fort Hood, Tx., Deputy chief 
of Staff for Operations, U.S. Army 
Health Services Command, Fort Sam 
Houston; Division Surgeon, 3rd 
Armored Division, Frankfurt, 
Germany; Chief, Department of 
Psychiatry at Landstuhl, Germany; 
Chief of Psychiatry, William 
Beaumont Medical Center; and 
commander, 98th KO team and 
division psychiatrist, 1st Cavalry 
Division, Vietnam. 

commander named 
His military awards include the 

Legion of Merit (two Oak Leaf 
. Clusters), Bronze Star Medal, 

Meritorious Service Medal (one Oak 
Leaf Cluster), Air Medal, Army 

. Commendation Medal (four Oak Leaf 
Clusters), Expert Field Medical Badge 
and Parachutist Badge. 

Cameron, a diplomate of the 
American Board of Psychiatry and 
'Neurology, is a fellow of the American 
College of Physician Executives, a past 
regent of the American Board of 
Medical Management, a member of the 
Association of Military Surgeons, and 
the Order of Military Medical Merit. 
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Around Post 

The future starts here. Preschoolers from the Child Developnlent Center assisted in the Sept. 18 ground 
breaking for the new center scheduled for completion next year. Capacitywill be 185,Diginatries on hand 
included representatives from Congresswon Pat Schroder's office, Congressman Dan Schaffer's office; Health 
Services command and the Fitwinlons Conlmander 

Fitwimons A m y  Medical Center broke tradition recently when A m y  physicians here 
~articipated in a retirement ceremony for one of their own. At the retirement of Col. (Dr.) 
loseph Matthews, fomer  chief of the Department of Medicine, three clinicians passed in 
.eview and led brigade soldiers in the ceremony. Commander of troops, Col. (Dr.) Harry 

d ~ .  Spaulding, and his staff from left to right were Maj. David A. Coker, Col. (Dr.) James F. 
Hanley and Lt. Col. (Dr.) Patrick H. Judson and Lt. Col. (Dr.) Robert H. Gates (hidden), 
all from the Department of Medicine. The physician soldiers donned BDUs and showed 

Rabbi Author L. Fine, Chaplain (Col.) USA& explains to 
Chaplain (Col.) Jerry Webb and Sgt. 1st Class Mary McEntee, 
NCOIC of Chaplain Section (DMPT) the significance of the 
Ram's Horn (Shofar) which was blown during the two days of 
Rash Hashonnah (Jewish New Year) Sept. 28 and 29,100 times 
and will be blown after the long fast of Yom Kippur in October. 
Services are held for Jewish oersonnel at FAMC and Lo- at 

'he regimental iide of the A m y  Medical ~epar tment .  
I/ 

Eisenhower Chapel I on L>wry Al3. 
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Organizational Day 

B Company First Sgt. Ley urges his soldiers on during the tug-of-war competition. 

Rudy Grant, who recently retired with over 32 
years federal senice, performs an outgoing concert 
at the Fitzsimons Appreciation Day festivities. 
Grant, who has been entertaining patients and 
staff at FAMC since the 60s, is taking his band on 
the road full time. 



WINNERS 
1. Sally Macko, Department of 

Nursing 
2. Maralene Wells, Department of 

Nursing 
3. Hinton Whitehead, DEH 
4. Elizabeth Williams, Department of 

Medicine 
5. Susan Errett, DEH 
6. Carmel Payne, DEH 

CATEGORIES 
1. Health Care Provider1 Allied 

Health Positions 
2. Health Care ProviderIAllied 

Health Positions 
3. Managers and Supervisors 
4. GS-2 through GS-5 

Brigade Commander Col. John Bull presents award medals to a company soldiers during the commander's 5. GS-6 and above 
CUP con~petition finals. 6. Wage grade 

The year long Commander's Cup Competition came to a close Sept. 18 and A Co. This is a very prestigous award that 

was the clear winner.Sweeping five out of 12 events, allowed A Co. to take 1st place recognizes outstanding civilian 

for the third year in a row. employees in six catagories. It is based 
on their accomplishments and duty and 

Final Standings 
Sport A Co. B Co. Student Co. 

FLAG FOOTBALL: 6 
BASKETBALL: 7 
VOLLEYBALL: 6 
BOWLING: 10 
ARCHERY:lST PLACE TIE 8 
SOFTBALL: 7 
2 MILE RUN: 10 
GOLF: 10 
GUIDON RELAY RACE: 7 
ARM WRESTLING: 7 
LITTER RACE 10 
TUG-OF-WAR 6 

Congratulations 

A Company! 

community involvement. The recepients 
receive an engraved plaque and a cash 
award. This award was created for Fitz. 

Winner of the Organizational Day Twisting Contest was 
Frank Marler, shown here with his partner colleen 
Keeran twisting the balmy afternoon away. 
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COME ONE COME ALL To the 19th 
Annual Fall Bazaar on Oct. 30 at the 
FAMC 0' Club! Yes, everyone is invited 
to see (and spend!) from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
on that Friday. There will be many 
handmade crafts to choose from for 
those special, one-of-a-kind gifts. This is 
brought to you by the Fitzsimons 
Officers' Wives' Club. 

CREDIT UNION - Mark your 
calendars. You're invited to the annual 
credit union birthday hot dog lunch 
celebration on Oct. 15 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in building T-119. Admission is free. 

BASIC LIFE SUPPORT 
TRAINING - The BLS training classes 
are scheduled for Oct. 13 at 8 a.m. and 1 
p.m. andOct.29at 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Those personnel who have never been 

REQUEST FOR DONORS - The 
Civilian Personnel Office is in need of 
employees willing to donate a portion of 
their annual leave for Valerie Legner, 
Department of Nursing, 720 hours. 

If you are willing to donate, request 
you come to the Civilian Personnel 
Office, MER Branch, building 114, 
room 210, and complete the form FL 
690-101 - Voluntary Leave Transfer 
Program (VLTP) - Leave Transfer 
Authorization. 

POC is Ms. Sandy McKinney at 
361-8652. 

QUADE CONFERENCE CENTER 
SCHEDULE- Oct. 26 through 30; 
Teaching Chiefs GME Selection Board, 
POC is John Leininger 361- 

Oct. 27 through 29; A T Precamp, 
POC is Mr. Sexton at 361-8059. 

YOUTH SERVICES COMPUTER 
FOOTBALL- Youths ages nine 
through 15 bring your friends in and be 
an NFL owner, quarterback and coach. 
Learn to play in 20 minutes. Space is 
limited, so sign up today in building 220. 
Cost is $5. Registration is due by Oct. 
10. For more information call 361-8485. 

OFFICERS' WIVES' CLUB - The 
Fitzsimons Officers' Wives Club' is in 
search of CRARSPEOPLE AND 
HOMEMADE CRAFTS for our 19th 
Annual Fall Bazaar. Display your 
unique items on Oct. 30 from 9 a.m - 4 
p.m. at the FAMC Officers' Club. 
Please call Brenda at 363-0103 for 
details and an entry form. The 
reservation deadline is Oct. 20. Please 
act NOW! But remember, even if you 
have no wares, this is the place to buy 
some. 

previously certified must schedule for 
the 8 a.m. class on either date. 

POC to schedule for a class is Sgt. SPOUSES - Celebrate your arrival at 
Tyson at 361-8122. Fitzsimons. Attend, "Just For Spouses," 

a newcomers' event for military spouses. 
Call Army Community Service at 
361-4563 to reserve your place. 

GREJGMAT Exams - If you are 
active duty, guard, or reserve (no 
civilians), you may take the 
GREJGMAT exams at the FAMC 
Army Education Center. First time test 
is free. The next dates for the GRE are 
Oct. 15 and Dec. 17, next dates for the I 
GMAT are Oct. 19 and Jan. 18,1993. 1 Y 

For more information call Marcia I 
between 745 and 11:45 a.m. at 361-3372. ! 

! 

IRS - Would you like a fresh start with 
the IRS? IRS is giving taxpayers a 
chance to straighten out their tax 
matters. The IRS will: order prior year 
W-2's and 1099's; order prior year 
forms; help prepare returns; and 
arrange installment agreements. 

For more information call 825-7041, 
Denver metro or 1-800-829-1040, 
elsewhere in Colorado. 

COMBlhED FEDERAJ- C=AMFWC3VV 
ASEP - Advanced Skills Education 

Write in 2038 or 4055 on your CFC form Program. Classes for E-4s thru E-9s 

to go to Fitzrimons Youth Services from Oct. 26 to Dec. 17. 
Do vou need develo~mental classes or 

or Child Development center. need to increase your GT score? 
22 October 7,1992 



College level math courses will be 
taught in January, so now is the time to 
become prepared. Each class is limited 
to 15 students, so it is first-come, 
first-served. Register now. For more 
information call 361-337718193, Ms. 
Leveda Dill, Education Center. 

MOMS AND KIDS - Moms and kids 
is a group of women and their children 
that meet each Tuesday from 9 to 11 
a.m. at St. Pius X Church. While the 
children make crafts and play games 
with two teachers, the moms enjoy a 
variety of guest speakers, discussions 
and light refreshments. 

There is a one time registration fee of 
$5 per family for supplies. A weekly fee 
of $1 is charged if you attend alone or a 
total of $3 if you bring your children. 

For more information call Lori 
Schreiner at 750-5874 or Chris O'Boyle 
at 367-2071. 

FEDERALLY EMPLOYED 
WOMEN- The High Plains Chapter of 
Federally Employed Women (FEW) 
will meet at the Red Lobster 
Restaurant, 10854 E. Alameda Ave., on 
Tuesday, Oct. 20. A social period will 
begin at 5 p.m. This is an excellent 
opportunity to network with women 
from other Federal Agencies in the 
Denver area. Dining is optional; if you 
choose to enjoy a meal after the 
meeting, selections will be made from 
the menu. For more information, 
contact Hazel Birtle at 676-6702. 

ETHICS SYMPOSIUM - The Ethics 
Committee is sponsoring a two-part 
symposium on "Justice and Allocation 
of Health Care Resources" on the 
mornings of Oct. 8 and 9. 

This symposium is approved for eight 
hours of physician CME, or 8.5 Nursing 
Contact Hours. It is open to any 
interested FAMC personnel, military 
and civilian, however space is limited, 
and advance registration is required. 
For more information call 361-8095 or 
361-8124. 

GRADUATION EXERCISE - A 
graduation exercise will be held at 9 a.m. 
on Oct. 9 in Bushnell Auditorium for 
the students of the Critical Care Nursing 
Course. Interested personnel and 
friends of the graduates are invited to 
attend the ceremony in Bushnell 
Auditorium and the reception which 
follows the graduation in building T-221 

"AZTECS; THE WORLD OF 
MOCTEZUMA , - as presented by the 
Denver Natural History Museum, will 
be the Officers' Wives' Club's special 
treat at our October luncheon. If you 
want a taste of the grand showing 
occurring at the other end of Montview, 
be sure to come. Our speaker, Abby 
Driftmieyer will present the slide show 
and teach us about the way life was in 
Mexico City before the Spanish 
Conquest. Please be sure to bring a 
friend, spouse, and/or neighbor to the 
O'Club on Oct. 21 at 11:30 a.m.. Lunch 
menu: Chicken Fajitas or salad & Soup 
Bar. (New Price - $7) RSVP to Pat 
740-8980, Laura 343-0702, or Donna 
745-9534. 

PARAMOUNT THEATRE - 
October calendar: 

Oct. 8; James Burke, 7 p.m. 
Oct. 10; Pinchas Zukerman, 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 11; Anne Murray, 8 p.m. 
Oct. 14; Lunch & A Laugh, 12:15 p.m. 
Oct. 16; Gibson Jazz, 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 17; Gibson Jazz, Inc. 8 p.m. 
Oct. 21; Lunch Sr A Laugh, 12:15 p.m. 
For tickets or additional information 

call the Joseph B. Gould Family 
Paramount Theatre Box Office at 
534-8336. 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED - The 
FAMC Social Charter needs volunteers 
to sell shopping spree tickets and set up, 
break down and participate in the 
Haunted House on Oct. 30 and 31. 
Proceeds will go toward the FAMC 
Christmas Social. 

POC is Sgt. 1st Class White, SGS 
Office at 361-8181 or 3639. 

1) Catch a movie 
every 

Wednesday-Sunday 

11 at the Fitzsimons 
Theater. 

Adults $1.50; 
children 6-11, $1; 

llchildren under 6 free I( (all movyis b e p  at 7 p.m.) 
a m ies 

begin at 7 p.m. 

I I Oct. 8; Batman Returns 
(PG-13) 

Oct. 9; Raising Cain 
(R) 

Oct. 10; BeBe's Kids 
(PG-13) 

Oct. 11; Death Becomes Her 
(PG-13) 

Oct. 17; Little Nemo 
(GI 

Oct. 18; Rapid Fire 
(R) 

Oct. 19; Stay Tuned 

I (PC) 
Oct. 20; Rapid Fire 

(R) 
Oct. 21; 3 Ninjas 

(PG) 
Oct. 22; Freddy as F.R.0.7 

L 1  
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Ms Rebecca Cox 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore St 
Arlington, VA 22209 

March 10, 1995 
11260 W. 25th Place 
Lakewood, CO 80215 

Dear Ms Cox: 

I would like to impress upon you that the retired people 
of the armed services are not taking the closing of 
Fitzsimons lightly. We feel that we have been promised 
medical care. My husband was a regular army cfflcer (now 
deceased - he died of cancer and was treated at Fitzsimons) 
who served for 27 years. If you think that Medicare is 
a good substitute for our previously available services 
at Fitzsimons, you are wrong. Do you personally have 
experience using Medicare? Try to find a doctor who 
will accept medicare payments. 

Are you contemplating the closing of Walter Reed? How 
many mil3itarybases does it serve? Is it kept clopen 
for the convenience of congressmen? Do y ou think war 
is completely out of the question and y ou will never 
need military hospitals again -- 

I worked for the *ederal Government for 15 years and, 
when asked if I wanted to pay for their medical services 
policy, I declined - after all, the military had promised 
to take cafe of me - WRONG. Now where do I go? 

I am enclosing copies of articles written for the Denver 
papers. I ask that you read them - and do remember that 
seniors vote. 

Thank you for y our time. 





1 . 1 1  

-I,.- 

-:.& I ,  t r  Closing Fitz is a breach 
/ :of contract for 1 million vets 

s a long-standing supporter of 
efforts to reduce the federal 

deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Artny Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
It is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care 
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. military 
~ e a n t  it could do without such fa- 
c$ities. Neither of those is the case 
at  Fitz. .,, .Fitzsimons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top teaching 
R'bspital, Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby University of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 
gdvanced research. And i t  is pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
one-bounce global satellite commu- 
nications - doctors a t  Fitzsimons 
irpuld help treat  wounded soldiers 
qti battlefields anywhere in the 
Wrld.  I 

. ,,Finally, Fitzsimons, which is 
closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is Ihe only U.S. Army 
hospital that can expand immedi- 
Wely to take care of large numbers 
b'f casualties should American sol- 
diers become involved in combat. 
,,,.,Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false 
,economy. An independent 1991 
atudy demonstrated that it was 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
simons than to provide it from the 
hlvilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an updated 
analysis by .Aurora Mayor Paul 
xauer  indicates i t  would cost as  
much as  $34 million a year more to 
provide that care through private 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 
':'So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
,geted a t  all? The problem from a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In short, 

--- 

this isn't a budget cut a t  all; it's a ' 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But? of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - 
and is honor bound to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters are  
called upon to risk their lives in de- 
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital missions. 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their 
entirety by Congress and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

I t  would be morally wrong for 
this newspaper to protest the justi- 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and economically serves a , 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are confident that an honest 
accounting of the mission and cost 
of operating Fitzsimons as  compar- 
ed to providing similar care through 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operation facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. It's a breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 
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Vets to 
pay for 
care? 

I Defense plans 
system changes 
By Renate Robey 
Denver Post Staft Writer 

Charles Malouff spent 35 years in 
the Air Force, including a tour of du- 
ty in Vietnam. 

Malouff thought he had a deal. 
He would risk his life and the gov- 

ernment would reciprocate with a 
paycheck and free health care.  

made by this country when we agreed 
to put our lives on the line," he said. 
"It was a gentleman's agreement." 

Now, with the possibility of Fitzsi- 
mons Army Medical Center closing 
and massive changes in the Defense 
Department medical system, free 
health care may come to an end for 
many veterans. 

Regardless of whether Fitzsimons 
closes, a new system called Tri-Care 
is planned by the Department of De- 
fense. For some active-duty families 
and retirees, that will mean paying 
enrollment fees and insurance co- 
payments for the first time. For those 
older than 65, the new system means 
they may not be treated a t  military 
posts such as Fitzsimons, even if the 
hospital stays open. 

The Veterans Affairs Medical Cen- 
ter is an  option for only a limited 
number of retirees because of strict 
eligibility requirements. Plus, no rel- 
atives of military members can be 
treated there. 

About 60,000 military people and 
retirees in the Denver area a r e  eligi- 
ble to use Fitzsimons. In most cases, 
they get free outpatient care and pay 
for hospitalization. Many chose to re- 
tire in the area because of the hospi- 
tal. 

But given today's circumstances, 

11 
WAY OF LIFE: Closing Fitzsimons, above, would be a big change for many. 

 here was a moral commitment Denver Post file photo 

Malouff and other vets feel betrayed. 
Four of his six children have serv- 

ed in the military. "Today," he says, 
"I wouldn't advise a youngster to 
join, because the government doesn't 
keep their promises." 

Fitzsimons, which provides major 
medical services to about 824,000 
people in a 12-state region, was in- 
cluded in a list of recommended base 
closures issued this month. The list is 
being considered by a national com- 
mission that will make recommenda- 
tions to the president. Area leaders 
will fight to keep the hospital open, 
but the odds against them are long. 

The 1995 list of proposed base clo- 
sures will save $4 billion, the Penta- 
gon estimates. When targeting Fitzsi- 
mons for closure, military planners 
said the hospital is "low in military 
value" and a proposed $245 million 
replacement isn't practical. The mili- 
tary is cutting back on health-care 
spending - making it tough on retir- 
ees, who get care on a "space avail- 
able" basis at  military installations. 

In another bid to cut costs, the De- 
fense Department is introducing the 
Tri-Care system, which could be in 
place in the Denver area by late 1996. 
Under the system, military people 

would have to sign up each year for 
health-care plans, similar to the way 
civilians choose health-maintenance 
organizations or other insurance op- 
tions. The system calls for partner- 
ships with civilian health-care pro- 
viders. 

Some military officers say t.he new 
system will be better in the long run. 
They believe it will cost less national- 
ly and give retirees better access to 
medical care. Adding civilian provid- 
ers could cut down on long waits at  
crowded military clinics. 

And for people who don't have ac- 
cess to a military hospital, the new 
insurance options actually rnay be 
less expensive than the old plans, said 
Brig. Gen. John Parker, commander 
of Fitzsimons. 

Under the new system, active-duty 
members get free health care. Oth- 
ers, including family members of ac- 
tive-duty personnel and retirees un- 
der 65, will have to enroll in one of 
the health-care plans. 

Another change is that those older 
than 65 won't be eligible for these 
health programs. Many will have to 
rely on Medicare instead of going to 
Fitzsimons. About 11,000 military re- 
tirees and family members over 65 

live in the area. 
"These folks have enjoyed the free- 

dom of using (military) medical 
treatment facilities. When Tri-Care 
comes in . . . they're not eligible for 
enrollment," said Parker. "This (over 
65) group really feels the change. Ev- 
erybody else will adjust to this." 

Change won't be so easy for older 
veterans, who face much tougher ad- 
justments. 

Vets don't think it's fair. "On my 
first re-enlistment, I was promised 
health care for myself and my farhi- 
ly. They said they would do it 100 per- 
cent; there would be no cost," said 
Donald Walling, 59, who retired froiri 
the military after 22 years. The add- 
ed cost now "is going to hurt like heck 
- spelled with a big 'H.' It's some- 
thing you don't plan on, and now I'm 
retired and they throw this a t  me." 

U.S. Rep. Joel Hefley, R-Colorado. 
has proposed a bill that would make 
it easier for military hospitals to be 
compensated for treating Medicare- 
eligible patients. However, the issue 
still is whether there will be enough 
space and doctor time to see them. 
Once the new system starts up, retir- 
ees over 65 may not even be able to 
make appointments at  Fitzsimons. 

1 Closing Fitz would mean end to a way of life 
The closing of Fitzsimons Army 

Medical Center would mean more 
than just the end of the hospital. It 
also would end a way of life. 

Fitzsimons has been targeted for 
closure as a part of national cuts in 
defense, the same kind of cuts that 
shut down Lowry Air Force Base in 
1994. 

It's the last major military facility 
in the metro area offering services 

chapel, bowling alley and clubs for 
enlisted members and officers. 

Some services were offered at  a 
discount, but it wasn't the only lure. 

"The cost is a consideration, but 
along with the cost is that intangible 
quality of getting your services in a 
military environment," said Helen 
Littlejohn, Fitzsimons public-affairs 
officer. 

"These people have developed, a 

tary people for 20 or 30 years." 
Charles Malouff, who retired after 

35 years in the Air Force, said, "You 
can walk on an installation and you 
feel home there. They can take you 
out of the blue, but they can't take the 
blue out of you. It's going to be a 
strong void for a lot of people " 

Another important factor will be 
the savings that some retirees have 
come to rely on. The post commis- 

?. " , 7 .  

post exchange, which is like a depart- 
ment store, offers discounted items. 

The Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service estimates the savings a t  23 
percent. 

With Lowry closed, Fitzsimons 
commissary/exchange sales more 
than doubled. 

The nearest commissary would be 
in Colorado Springs if the closure 
goes through. 



March 10, 1995 
11260 W. 25th Place 
Lakewood, CO 80215 

Gen J. B. Davis 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore St 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Gen Davis: 

I would like to impress upon you that the retired people 
of the armed services are not taking the closing of 
Fitzsimons lightly. We feel that we have been promised 
medical care. My husband was a regular army officer (now 
deceased - he died of cancer and was treated at ~itzsimons) 
who served for 27 years. If you think that Medicare is 
a good substitute for our previously available services 
at ~itzsimons, you are wrong. Do you personally have 
experience using Medicare? Try to find a doctor who 
xi11 accept medicare payments. 

Are you contemplating the closing of Walter Reed? How 
manymi1itar:y bases does it serve? Is it kept oopen 
for the convenience of congressmen? Do y ou think war 
is completely out of the question and y ou will never 
need military hospitals again -- 
I worked for the Redera1 Government for 15 years and, 
when asked if I wanted to pay for their medical services 
policy, I declined - after all, the military had promised 
to take cafe of me - WRONG. Now where do I go? 

I am enclosing copies of articles written for the Denver 
papers. I ask that you read them - and do remember that 
seniors vote. 

Thank you for y our  time. 
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care? 
I Defense plans 
system changes 

1 By Renate Robey 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

Charles Malouff spent 35 years in 
the Air Force, including a tour of du- 
ty in Vietnam. 

Malouff thought he had a deal. 
He would risk his life and the gov- 

ernment would reciprocate with a 
paycheck and free health care. 

11  here was a moral commitment Denver Post file ~ h o t o  
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Malouff and other vets feel betrayed. 
Four of his six children have serv- 

ed in the military. "Today," he says, 
"I wouldn't advise a youngster to 
join, because the government doesn't 
keep their promises." 

Fitzsimons, which provides major 
medical services to about 824,000 
people in a 12-state region, was in- 
cluded in a list of recommended base 
closures issued this month. The list is 
being considered by a national com- 
mission that will make recommenda- 
tions to the president. Area leaders 
will fight to keep the hospital open, 
but the odds against them are long. 

The 1995 list of proposed base clo- 
sures will save $4 billion, the Penta- 
gon estimates. When targeting Fitzsi- 
mons for closure, military planners 
said the hospital is "low in military 
value" and a proposed $245 million 
replacement isn't practical. The mili- 
tary is cutting back on health-care 
spending - making it tough on retir- 
ees, who get care on a "space avail- 
able" basis at military installations. 

In another bid to cut costs, the De- 
fense Department is introducing the 
Tri-Care system, which could be in 
place in the Denver area by late 1996. 
Under the system, military people 

made by this country when we agreed 
to put our lives on the line," he said. 
"It was a gentleman's agreement." 

Now, with the possibility of Fitzsi- 
mons Army Medical Center closing 
and massive changes in the Defense 
Department medical system, free 
health care may come to an end for 
many veterans. 

Regardless of whether Fitzsimons 
closes, a new system called Tri-Care 
is planned by the Department of De- 
fense. For some active-duty families 
and retirees, that will mean paying 
enrollment fees and insurance co- 
payments for the first time. For those 
older than 65, the new system means 
they may not be treated a t  military 
posts such as Fitzsimons, even if the 
hospital stays open. 

The Veterans Affairs Medical Cen- 
ter is an option for only a limited 
number of retirees because of strict 
eligibility requirements. Plus, no rel- 
atives of military members can be 
treated there. 

About 60,000 military people and 
retirees in the Denver area are  eligi- 
ble to use Fitzsimons. In most cases, 
they get free outpatient care and pay 
for hospitalization. Many chose to re- 
tire in the area because of the hospi- 
tal. 

But given today's circumstances, 

Ins, above, would be a big change fc 

would have to sign up each year for 
health-care plans, similar to the way 
civilians choose health-maintenance 
organizations or other insurance op- 
tions. The system calls for partner- 
ships with civilian health-care pro- 
viders. 

Some military officers say the new 
system will be better in the long run. 
They believe it will cost less national- 
ly and give retirees better access to 
medical care. Adding civilian provid- 
ers could cut down on long waits at  
crowded military clinics. 

And for people who don't have ac- 
cess to a military hospital, the new 
insurance options actually may be 
less expensive than the old plans, said 
Brig. Gen. John Parker, commander 
of Fitzsimons. 

Under the new system, active-duty 
members get free health care. Oth- 
ers, including family members of ac- 
tive-duty personnel and retirees un- 
der 65, will have to enroll in one of 
the health-care plans. 

Another change is that those older 
than 65 won't be eligible for these 
health programs. Many will have to 
rely on Medicare instead of going to 
Fitzsimons. About 11,000 military re- 
tirees and family members over 65 

,r many. 

live in the area. 
"These folks have enjoyed the free- 

dom of using (military) medical 
treatment facilities. When Tri-Care 
comes in . . . they're not eligible for 
enrollment," said Parker. "This (over 
65) group really feels the change. Ev- 
erybody else will adjust to this." 

Change won't be so easy for older 
veterans, who face much tougher ad- 
justments. 

Vets don't think it's fair. "On my 
first re-enlistment, I was promised 
health care for myself and my farhi- 
ly. They said they would do it 100 per- 
cent; there would be no cost," said 
Donald Walling, 59, who retired from 
the military after 22 years. The add- 
ed cost now "is going to hqrt like heck 
- spelled with a big 'H. It's some- 
thing you don't plan on, and now I'm 
retired and they throw this at  me." 

U.S. Rep. Joel Hefley, R-Colorado. 
has proposed a bill that would make 
it easier for military hospitals to be 
compensated for treating Medicare- 
eligible patients. However, the issue 
still is whether there will be enough 
space and doctor time to see them. 
Once the new system starts up, retir- 
ees over 65 may not even be able to 
make appointments a t  Fitzsimons. 

Closing Fitz would mean end to a way of life 
The closing of Fitzsimons Army 

Medical Center would mean more 
than just the end of the hospital. It 
also would end a way of life. 

Fitzsimons has been targeted for 
closure as a part of national cuts in 
defense, the same kind of cuts that 
shut down Lowry Air Force Base in 
1994. 

It's the last major military facility 
in the metro area offering services 

chapel, bowling alley and clubs for 
enlisted members and officers. 

Some services were offered a t  a 
discount, but it wasn't the only lure. 

"The cost is a consideration, but 
along with the cost is that intangible 
quality of getting your services in a 
military environment," said Helen 
Littlejohn, Fitzsimons public-affairs 
officer. 

"These people have developed,a 

tary people for 20 or 30 years." 
Charles Malouff, who retired after 

35 years in the Air Force, said, "You 
can walk on an installation and you 
feel home there. They can take you 
out of the blue, but they can't take the 
blue out of you. It's going to be a 
strong void for a lot of people." 

Another important factor will be 
the savings that some retirees have 
come to rely on. The post commis- 

" "  . , -. 

post exchange, which is like a depart- 
ment store, offers discounted items. 

The Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service estimates the savings at  23 
percent. 

With Lowry closed, Fitzsimons 
commissary/exchange sales more 
than doubled. 

The nearest commissary would be 
in Colorado Springs if the closure 
goes through. 



March 10, 1995 
11260 W. 25th Place 
Lakewood, CO 80215 

Mr. A1 Cornella 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore St 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Cornella: 

I would like to impress upon you that the retired people 
of the armed services are not taking the closing of 
Fitzsimons lightly. We feel that we have been promised 
medical care. My husband was a regular army officer (now 
deceased - he died of cancer and was treated at Fitzsimons) 
who served for 27 years. If you think that Medicare is 
a good substitute for our previously available services 
at Fitzsimons, you are wrong. Do you personally have 
experience using Medicare? Try to find a doctor who 
will accept medicare payments. 

Are you contemplating the closing of Walter Reed? How 
many militardba~e~ does it serve? Is it kept ,>open 
for the convenience of congressmen? Do y ou think war 
is completely out of the question and y ou will never 
need military hospitals again -- 

I worked for the federal Government for 15 years and, 
when asked if I wanted to pay for their medical services 
policy, I declined - after all, the military had promised 
to take care of me - WRONG. Now where do I go? 

I am enclosing copies of articles written for the Denver 
papers. I ask that you read them - and do remember that 
seniors vote. 

Thank you for y our time. 



/ Closing Fitz is a breach ' 

I : ~ f  contract for 1 million vets 
s a long-standing supporter of 
efforts to reduce the federal 

deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Arfny Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
I t  is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care 
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
si~ow that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. military 
$cant it could do without such fa- 
c$ities. Neither of those is the case 
a t  Fitz. 
pn,.Fitzsin~ons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
1Z-state region. As a top teaching 
Raspital, Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby University of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 
aevanced research. And it is pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
one-bounce global satellite commu- 
nications - doctors a t  Fitzsimons 
&uld help treat wounded soldiers 
q'fi battlefields anywhere in the 
\rrtorld. 
. ,,Finally, ~itzsimon;, which is 
closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. Army 
hospital that can expand immedi- 
3t'ely to take care of large numbers 
'o'f casualties should American sol- 
di'ers become involved in combat. 
,,,,,Closing F'itz is, at best, false 
,economy. An independent 1991 
gtudy demonstrated that i t  was 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
simons than to provide it from the 
Elvilian sector through the CHAM- 

program. In fact, an updated 
analysis by .Aurora Mayor Paul 
Riuer  indicates i t  would cost a s  
much as  $34 million a year more to 
provide that care through private 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 
"'So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
.geted a t  all? The problem from a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In short, 

this isn't a budget cut a t  all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - 
and is honor bound to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters are 
called upon to risk their lives in de- 
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital missions. 

The independeut Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their 
entirety by Congress and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

I t  would be morally wrong for 
this newspaper to protest the justi- 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and economically serves a - 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are confident that an  honest 
accounting of the mission and cost 
of operating Fitzsimons as  compar- , 
ed to providing similar care through 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operation facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. I t 's 'a  breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 
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Vets to 

care? 
I Defense plans 
system changes 
By Renate Robey 
Denver Post Stdf Writer 

Charles Malouff spent 35 years in 
the Air Force, including a tour of du- 
ty in Vietnam. 

Malouff thought he had a deal. 
He would risk his life and the gov- 

ernment would reciprocate with a 
paycheck and free health care.  
 h here was a moral commitment 
made by this country when we agreed 
to put our lives on the line," he said. 
"It was a gentleman's agreement." 

Now, with the possibility of Fitzsi- 
mons Army Medical Center closing 
and massive changes in the Defense 
Department medical system, free 
health care may come to an  end for 
many veterans. 

Regardless of whether Fitzsimons 
closes, a new system called Tri-Care 
is planned by the Department of De- 
fense. For some active-duty families 
and retirees, that will mean paying 
enrollment fees and insurance co- 
payments for the first t i e .  For those 
older than 65, the new system means 
they may not be treated a t  military 
posts such as Fitzsimons, even if the 
hospital stays open. 

The Veterans Affairs Medical Cen- 
ter is an option for only a limited 
number of retirees because of strict 
eligibility requirements. Plus, no rel- 
atives of military members can be 
treated there. 

About 60,000 military people and 
retirees in the Denver area are  eligi- 
ble to use Fitzsimons. In most cases, 
they get free outpatient care and pay 
for hospitalization. Many chose to re- 
tire in the area because of the hospi- 
tal. 

But given today's circumstances, 

WAY OF LIFE: Closing Fitzsimo~ 

Malouff and other vets feel betrayed. 
Four of his six children have serv- 

ed in the military. "Today," he says, 
"I wouldn't advise a youngster to 
join, because the government doesn't 
keep their promises." 

Fitzsimons, which provides major 
medical services to about 824,000 
people in a 12-state region, was in- 
cluded in a list of recommended base 
closures issued this month. The list is 
being considered by a national com- 
mission that will make recommenda- 
tions to the president. Area leaders 
will fight to keep the hospital open, 
but the odds against them are long. 

The 1995 list of proposed base clo- 
sures will save $4 billion, the Penta- 
gon estimates. When targeting Fitzsi- 
mons for closure, military planners 
said the hospital is "low in military 
value" and a proposed $245 million 
replacement isn't practical. The mili- 
tary is cutting back on health-care 
spending - making it tough on retir- 
ees, who get care on a "space avail- 
able" basis a t  military installations. 

In another bid to cut costs, the De- 
fense Department is introducing the 
Tri-Care system, which could be in 
place in the Denver area by late 1996. 
Under the system, military people 

ns, above, would be a big change fol 

would have to sign up each year for 
health-care plans, similar to the way 
civilians choose health-maintenance 
organizations or other insurance op- 
tions. The system calls for partner- 
ships with civilian health-care pro- 
viders. 

Some military officers say the new 
system will be better in the long run. 
They believe it will cost less national- 
ly and give retirees better access to 
medical care. Adding civilian provid- 
ers could cut down on long waits at  
crowded military clinics. 

And for people who don't have ac- 
cess to a military hospital, the new 
insurance options actually may be 
less expensive than the old plans, said 
Brig. Gen. John Parker, commander 
of Fitzsimons. 

Under the new system, active-duty 
members get free health care. Oth- 
ers, including family members of ac- 
tive-duty personnel and retirees un- 
der 65, will have to enroll in one of 
the health-care plans. 

Another change is that those older 
than 65 won't be eligible for these 
health programs. Many will have to 
rely on Medicare instead of going to 
Fitzsimons. About 11,000 military re- 
tirees and family members over 65 

Denver Post file photo 
r many. 

live in the area. 
"These folks have enjoyed the free- 

dom of using (military) medical 
treatment facilities. When Tri-Care 
comes in . . . they're not eligible for 
enrollment," said Parker. "This (over 
65) group really feels the change. Ev- 
erybody else will adjust to this." 

Change won't be so easy for older 
veterans, who face much tougher ad- 
justments. 

Vets don't think it's fair. "On my 
first reenlistment, I was promised 
health care for myself and my fami- 
ly. They said they would do it 100 per- 
cent; there would be no cost," said 
Donald Walling, 59, who retired from 
the military after 22 years. The add- 
ed cost now "is going to hurt like heck 
- spelled with a big 'H.' It's some- 
thing you don't plan on, and now I'm 
retired and they throw this a t  me." 

U.S. Rep. Joel Hefley, R-Colorado, 
has proposed a bill that would make 
it easier for military hospitals to be 
compensated for treating Medicare- 
eligible patients. However, the issue 
still is whether there will be enough 
space and doctor time to see them. 
Once the new system starts up, retir- 
ees over 65 may not even be able to 
make appointments a t  Fitzsimons. 

Closing Fitz would mean end to a way of life 
V 

The closing of Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center would mean more 
than just the end of the hospital. It 
also would end a way of life. 

Fitzsimons has been targeted for 
closure as a part of national cuts in 
defense, the same kind of cuts that 
shut down Lowry Air Force Base in 
1994. 

It's the last major military facility 
in the metro area offerine services 

chapel, bowling alley and clubs for 
enlisted members and officers. 

Some services were offered a t  a 
discount, but it wasn't the only lure. 

"The cost is a consideration, but 
along with the cost is that intangible 
quality of getting your services in a 
military environment," said Helen 
Littlejohn, Fitzsimons public-affairs 
officer. 

"These people have developed a 

tary people for 20 or 30 years." 
Charles Malouff, who retired after 

35 years in the Air Force, said, "You 
can walk on an installation and you 
feel home there. They can take you 
out of the blue, but they can't take the 
blue out of you. It's going to be a 
strong void for a lot of people." 

Another important factor will be 
the savings that some retirees have 
come to rely on. The post commis- ".. - , -. 

J 
post exchange, which is like a depart- 
ment store, offers discounted items. 

The Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service estimates the savings a t  23 
percent. 

With Lowry closed, Fitzsimons 
commissary/exchange sales more 
than doubled. 

The nearest commissary would be 
in Colorado Springs if the closure 
goes through. 



March 10, 1995 
11260 W. 25th Place 
Lakewood, CO 80215 

General Jose Robles 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore St 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Gen Robles: 

I would like to impress upon you that the retired people 
of the armed services are not taking the closing of 
Fitzsimons lightly. We feel that we have been promised 
medical care. My husband was a regular army cfficer (now 
deceased - he died of cancer and was treated at Fitzsimons) 
who served for 27 years. If you think that Medicare is 
a good substitute for our previously available services 
at Fitzsimons, you are wrong. Do you personally have 
experience using Medicare? Try to find a doctor who 
uill accept medicare payments. 

Are you contemplating the closing of Walter Reed? How 
many nifitaEybases does it serve? Is it kept *open 
for the convenience of congressmen? Do y ou think war 
is completely out of the question and y ou will never 
need military hospitals again -- 

I worked for the i:ederal Government for 15 years and, 
when asked if I wanted to pay for their medical services 
policy, I declined - after all, the military had promised 
to take care of me - WRONG. Now where do I go? 

I am enclosing copies of articles written for the Denver 
papers. I ask that you read them - and do remember that 
seniors vote. 

Thank you for y our time. 

Johnson 



I 1  

. r n  

- 1 

l a  c Closing Fitz is a breach 
( ;of contract for 1 million vets 

s a long-standing supporter of 
efforts to reduce the federal 

deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Arfny Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
I t  is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for  the medical care 
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call, 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
fhe reduced size of the U.S. military 
~ e a n t  it could do without such fa- 
c?Jities. Neither of those is the case 
a t  Filz. 
s n  ,Fitzsirnons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top teaching 
bbspital, Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby University of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 
advanced research. And i t  is pio- 
ijeering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
one-bounce global satellite commu- 
nications - doctors a t  Fitzsimons 
L'buld help treat wounded soldiers 
o'nl battlefields anywhere in the 
.3itorld. I 

, ,,Finally, Fitzsimons, which is 
closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. Army 
hospital that can expand immedi- 
%ely to take care of large numbers 
b'f casualties should American sol- 
diers become involved in combat. 
.,,,,Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false 
gconomy. An independent 1991 
gtudy demonstrated that it was 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
sirnons than to provide it from the 
civilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an  updated 
analysis by .Aurora Mayor Paul 
Xauer indicates i t  would cost as 
much as $34 million a year more to 
provide that care through private 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 
'"So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
~geted a t  all? The problem from a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
i$g Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In short, 

a - w  

this isn't a budget cut a t  all; it's a ' 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - 
and is honor bound to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters are 
called upon to risk their lives in de- 
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital missions. 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their 
entirety by Congress and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

It would be morally wrong for 
this newspaper to protest the justi- 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and economically serves a 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are confident that an honest 
accounting of the mission and cost 
of operating Fitzsimons as  compar- 
ed to providing similar care through ' 

the private sector will show its 
worth. But we also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operation facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. It's a breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 
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Vets to 
pay for 
care? 

/ Defense plans 
system changes 
By Renate Robey 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

Charles Malouff spent 35 years in 
the Air Force, including a tour of du- 
ty in Vietnam. 

Malouff thought he had a deal. 
He would risk his life and the gov- 

ernment would reciprocate with a 
~ a v c h e c k  and free health care.  

(1  here was a moral commitment Denver post file photo 
WAY OF LIFE: Closing Fitzsim 
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Malouff and other vets feel betrayed. 
Four of his six children have serv- 

ed in the military. "Today," he says, 
"I wouldn't advise a youngster to 
join, because the government doesn't 
keep their promises." 

Fitzsimons, which provides major 
medical services to about 824,000 
people in a 12-state region, was in- 
cluded in a list of recommended base 
closures issued this month. The list is 
being considered by a national com- 
mission that will make recommenda- 
tions to the president. Area leaders 
will fight to keep the hospital open, 
but the odds against them are long. 

The 1995 list of proposed base clo- 
sures will save $4 billion, the Penta- 
gon estimates. Vaen targeting Fitzsi- 
mons for closure, military planners 
said the hospital is "low in military 
value" and a proposed $245 million 
replacement isn't practical. The mili- 
tary is cutting back on health-care 
spending - making it tough on retir- 
ees, who get care on a "space avail- 
able" basis at  military installations. 

In another bid to cut costs, the De- 
fense Department is introducing the 
Tri-Care system, which could be in 
place in the Denver area by late 1996. 
Under the system, military people 

made by this country when we agreed 
to put our lives on the line," he said. 
"It was a gentleman's agreement." 

Now, with the possibility of Fitzsi- 
mons Army Medical Center closing 
and massive changes in the Defense 
Department medical system, free 
health care may come to an end for 
many veterans. 

Regardless of whether Fitzsimons 
closes, a new system called Tri-Care 
is planned by the Department of De- 
fense. For some active-duty families 
and retirees, that will mean paying 
enrollment fees and insurance co- 
payments for the first time. For those 
older than 65, the new system means 
they may not be treated a t  military 
posts such as Fitzsimons, even if the 
hospital stays open. 

The Veterans Affairs Medical Cen- 
ter is an  option for only a limited 
number of retirees because of strict 
eligibility requirements. Plus, no rel- 
atives of military members can be 
treated there. 

About 60,000 military people and 
retirees in the Denver area are  eligi- 
ble to use Fitzsimons. In most cases, 
they get free outpatient care and pay 
for hospitalization. Many chose to re- 
tire in the area because of the hospi- 
tal. 

But given today's circumstances, 

Ions, above, would be a big change fa 

would have to sign up each year for 
health-care plans, similar to the way 
civilians choose health-maintenance 
organizations or other insurance op- 
tions. The system calls for partner- 
ships with civilian health-care pro- 
viders. 

Some military officers say the new 
system will be better in the long run. 
They believe it will cost less national- 
ly and give retirees better access to 
medical care. Adding civilian provid- 
ers could cut down on long waits at  
crowded military clinics. 

And for people who don't have ac- 
cess to a military hospital, the new 
insurance options actually may be 
less expensive than the old plans, said 
Rrig. Gen. John Parker, commander 
of Fitzsimons. 

Under the new system, active-duty 
members get free health care. Oth- 
ers, including family members of ac- 
tive-duty personnel and retirees un- 
der 65, will have to enroll in one of 
the health-care plans. 

Another change is that those older 
than 65 won't be eligible for these 
health programs. Many will have to 
rely on Medicare instead of going to 
Fitzsimons. About 11,000 military re- 
tirees and family members over 65 

,r many. 

live in the area. 
"These folks have enjoyed the free- 

dom of using (military) medical 
treatment facilities. When Tri-Care 
comes in . . . they're not eligible for 
enrollment," said Parker. "This (over 
65) group really feels the change. Ev- 
erybody else will adjust to this." 

Change won't be so easy for older 
veterans, who face much tougher ad- 
justments. 

Vets don't think it's fair. "On my 
first re-enlistment, I was promised 
health care for myself and my fami- 
ly. They said they would do it 100 per- 
cent; there would be no cost," said 
Donald Walling, 59, who retired from 
the military after 22 years. The add- 
ed cost now "is going to hurt like heck 
- spelled with a big 'H.' It's some- 
thing you don't plan on, and now I'm 
retired and they throw this at  me." 

U.S. Rep. Joel Hefley, R-Colorado. 
has proposed a bill that would make 
it easier for military hospitals to be 
compensated for treating Medicare- 
eligible patients. However, the issue 
still is whether there will be enough 
space and doctor time to see them. 
Once the new system starts up, retir- 
ees over 65 may not even be able to 
make appointments a t  Fitzsimons. 

Closing Fitz would mean end to a way of life 
The closing of Fitzsimons Army 

Medical Center would mean more 
than just the end of the hospital. I t  
also would end a way of life. 

Fitzsimons has been targeted for 
closure as a part of national cuts in 
defense, the same kind of cuts that 
shut down Lowry Air Force Rase in 
1994. 

It's the last major military facility 
in the metro area offering services 

chapel, bowling alley and clubs for 
enlisted members and officers. 

Some services were offered a t  a 
discount, but it wasn't the only lure. 

"The cost is a consideration, but 
along with the cost is that intangible 
quality of getting your services in a 
military environment," said Helen 
Littlejohn, Fitzsimons public-affairs 
officer. 

"These people have developed a ... 

tary people for 20 or 30 years." 
Charles Malouff, who retired after 

35 years in the Air Force, said, "You 
can walk on an installation and you 
feel home there. They can take you 
out of the blue, but they can't take the 
blue out of you. It's going to be a 
strong void for a lot of people." 

Another important factor will be 
the savings that some retirees have 
come to rely on. The post cornmis- ," - 

post exchange, which is like a depart- 
ment store, offers discounted items. 

The Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service estimates the savings a t  23 
percent. 

With Lowry closed, Fitzsimons 
commissary/exchange sales more 
than doubled. 

The nearest commissary would be 
in Colorado Springs if the closure 
goes through. 



March 10, 1995 
11260 W. 25th Place 
Lakewood, CO 80215 

Mr. Lee Kling 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore St 
Arlington, VA 22209: 

Dear Mr. Kling: 

I would like to impress upon you that the retired people 
of the armed services are not taking the closing of 
Fitzsimons lightly. We feel that we have been promised 
medical care. My husband was a regular army officer (now 
deceased - he died of cancer and was treated at Fitzsimons) 
who served for 27 years. If you think that Medicare is 
a good substitute for our previously available services 
at Fitzsimons, you are wrong. Do you personally have 
experience using Medicare? Try to find a doctor who 
 ill accept medicare payments. 

Are you contemplating the closing of Walter Reed? How 
many milib&;yba~e~ does it serve? Is it kept ?open 
for the convenience of congressmen? Do y ou think war 
is completely out of the question and y ou will never 
need military hospitals again -- 

I worked for the Federal Government for 15 years and, 
when asked if I wanted to pay for their medical services 
policy, I declined - after all, the military had promised 
to take care of me - WRONG. Now where do I go? 

I am enclosing copies of articles written for the Denver 
papers. I ask that you read them - and do remember that 
seniors vote. 

Thank you for y our time. 



/ :; Closing Fitz is a breach 
I :of contract for 1 million vets 

s a long-standing supporter of 
efforts to reduce the federal 

deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move, 
It is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care 
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. military 
meant it could do without such fa- 
alities. Neither of those is the case 
a t  Fitz. 
.,., -Fitzsimons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top teaching 
I~bspital, Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby University of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 
gpvanced research. And i t  is pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
one-bounce global satellite commu- 
nications - doctors a t  Fitzsimons 
Ebuld help treat wounded soldiers 
q'H battlefields anywhere in the 
World. I 

. ,,Finally, Fitzsimons, which is 
closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. Army 
hospital that can expand immedi- 
Wely to take care of large numbers 
b'f casualties should American sol- 
diers become involved in combat. 
,,,,,Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false 
,economy. An independent 1991 
gtudy demonstrated that i t  was 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
simons than to provide it from the 
'Civilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an updated 
analysis by .Aurora Mayor Paul 
Xauer indicates i t  would cost as  
much a s  $34 million a year more to 
provide that care through private 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 
'"So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
,geted a t  all? The problem from a 
,bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In short, 

this isn't a budget cut at all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - 
and is honor bound to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters are  
called upon to risk their lives in de- 
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital missions. 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their 
entirety by Congress and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

It would be morally wrong for 
this newspaper to protest the justi- 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and economically serves a - 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are confident that an honest 
accounting of the mission and cost 
of operating Fitzsimons as  compar- 
ed to providing similar care through 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operation facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. I t 's 'a  breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. I 

- - - / - 
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pay for 
care? 

I Defense plans 
/ system changes 
I By Renate Robey 
' Denver Post Staff Writer 

Charles Malouff spent 35 years in 
the Air Force, including a tour of du- 
ty in Vietnam. 

Malouff thought he had a deal. 
He would risk his life and the gov- 

ernment would reciprocate with a 
~ a v c h e c k  and free health care. 

'ER POST .* * 7 C  

11  here was a moral commitment Denver post file photo 

WAY OF LIFE: Closing Fitzsimons, above, would be a big change for many. 

Malouff and other vets feel betrayed. would have to sign up each year for live in the area. 
Four of his six children have sew- health-care plans, similar to the way "These folks have enjoyed the free- 

ed in the military. "Today," he says, civilians choose health-maintenance dom of using (military) medical 
"I wouldn't advise a youngster to organizations or other insurance op- treatment facilities. When Tri-Care 
join, because the government doesn't, tions. The system calls for partner- comes in . . . they're not eligible for 
keep their promises." ships with civilian health-care pro- enrollment," said Parker. "This (over 

Fitzsimons, which provides major viders. 65) group really feels the change. Ev- 
medical services to about 824,000 Some military officers say the new erybody else will adjust to this." 
people in a 12-state region, was in- system will be better in the long run. Change won't be so easy for older 
eluded in a list of recommended base They believe it will cost less national- veterans, who face much tougher ad- 
closures issued this month. The list is ly and give retirees better access to justments. 
being considered by a national com- medical care. Adding civilian provid- Vets don't think it's fair. "On my 
mission that will make recommends- ers could cut down on 10% waits at  first reenlistment, I was promised 
tions to the president. Area leaders crowded military clinics. health care for myself and my farhi- 
will fight to keep the hospital open, And for people who don't have ac- ly. They said they would do it 100 per- 
but the odds against them are long. cess to a military hospital, the new cent; there would be no cost," said 

The 1995 list of proposed base clo- insurance options actually may be Donald Walling, 59, who retired from 
sures will save $4 billion, the Penta- less expensive than the old plans, said the military after 22 years. The add- 
gon estimates. When targeting Fitzsi- Brig. Gen. John Parker, commander ed cost now "is going to hurt like heck 
mons for closure, miiitary planners of Fitzsimons. - spelled with a big 'H.' It's some- 
said the hospital is "low in military Under the new system, activeduty thing you don't plan on, and now I'm 
value" and a proposed $245 million members get free health care. 0th- retired and they throw this at  me." 
replacement isn't practical. The mili- ers, including family members of ac- U.S. Rep. Joel Hefley, R-Colorado. 
tary is cutting back on health-care tive-duty personnel and retirees un- has proposed a bill that would make 
spending - making it tough on retir- der 65, will have to enroll in one of it easier for military hospitals to be 
ees, who get care on a "space avail- the health-care plans. compensated for treating Medicare- 
able" basis at  military installations. Another change is that those older eligible patients. However, the issue 

In another bid to cut costs, the De- than 65 won't be eligible for these still is whether there will be enough 
fense Department is introducing the health programs. Many will have to space and doctor time to see them. 
Tri-Care system, which could be in rely on Medicare instead of going to Once the new system starts up, retir- 
place in the Denver area by late 1996. Fitzsimons. About 11,000 military re- ees over 65 may not even be able to 
Under the system, military people tirees and family members over 65 make appointments at Fitzsimons. 

i 

1 Closing Fitz would mean end to a way of life 

made by this country when we agreed 
to put our lives on the line," he said. 
"It was a gentleman's agreement." 

Now, with the possibility of Fitzsi- 
mons Army Medical Center closing 
and massive changes in the Defense 
Department medical system, free 
health care may come to an end for 
many veterans. 

Regardless of whether Fitzsirnons 
closes, a new system called Tri-Care 
is planned by the Department of De- 
fense. For some active-duty families 
and retirees, that will mean paying 
enrollment fees and insurance co- 
payments for the first time. For those 
older than 65, the new system means 
they may not be treated a t  military 
posts such as Fitzsimons, even if the 
hospital stays open. 

The Veterans Affairs Medical Cen- 
ter is an option for only a limited 
number of retirees because of strict 
eligibility requirements. Plus, no rel- 
atives of military members can be 
treated there. 

About 60,000 military people and 
retirees in the Denver area a r e  eligi- 
ble to use Fitzsimons. In most cases, 
they get free outpatient care and pay 
for hospitalization. Many chose to re- 
tire in the area because of the hospi- 
tal. 

But given today's circumstances, 

The closing of Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center would mean more 
than just the end of the hospital. It 
also would end a way of life. 

Fitzsimons has been targeted for 
closure as a part of national cuts in 
defense, the same kind of cuts that 
shut down Lowry Air Force Base in 
1994. 

It's the last major military facility 
in the metro area offering services 

chapel, bowling alley and clubs for 
enlisted members and officers. 

Some services were offered at  a 
discount, but it wasn't the only lure. 

"The cost is a consideration, but 
along with the cost is that intangible 
quality of getting your services in a 
milltary environment," said Helen 
Littlejohn, Fitzsimons public-affairs 
officer. 

"These people have developed a 
, . 

tary people for 20 or 30 years." 
Charles Malouff, who retired after 

35 years in the Air Force, said, "You 
can walk on an installation and you 
feel home there. They can take you 
out of the blue, but they can't take the 
blue out of you. It's going to be a 
strong void for a lot of people." 

Another important factor will be 
the savings that some retirees have 
come to rely on. The post commis- 
_ . .  r e  - 1 -. 

post exchange, which is like a depart- 
ment store, offers discounted items. 

The Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service estimates the savings a t  23 
percent. 

With Lowry closed, Fitzsimons 
commissary/exchange sales more 
than doubled. 

The nearest commissary would be 
in Colorado Springs if the closure 
goes through. 



March 10, 1995 
11260 W. 25th Place 
Lakewood, CO 80215 

Ms Wendy Steele 
1700 N. Moore St 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Ms Steele 

I would like to impress upon you that the retired people 
of the armed services are not taking the closing of 
Fitzsimons lightly. We feel that we have been promised 
medical care. My husband was a regular army officer (now 
deceased - he died of cancer and was treated at Fitzsimons) 
who served for 27 years. If you think that Medicare is 
a good substitute for our previously available services 
at Fitzsimons, you are wrong. Do you personally have 
experience using Medicare? Try to find a doctor who 
xi11 accept medicare payments. 

Are you contemplating the closing of Walter Reed? How 
many rnklitarybases does it serve? Is it kept 3pen 
for the convenience of congressmen? Do y ou think war 
is completely out of the question and y ou will never 
need military hospitals again -- 

I worked for the gederal Government for 15 years and, 
when asked if I wanted to pay for their medical services 
policy, I declined - after all, the military had promised 
to take cafe of me - WRONG. Now where do I go? 

I am enclosing copies of articles written for the Denver 
papers. I ask that you read them - and do remember that 
seniors vote. 

Thank you for y our time. &p-.. , 
e L. J nson 
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:i; Closing Fitz is a breach 
of I , contract for 1 million vets 

this isn't a budget cut a t  all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - 
and is honor bound to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters a re  
called upon to risk their lives in de- 
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital missions. 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their 
entirety by Congress and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

I t  would be morally wrong for 
this newspaper to protest the justi- 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and economically serves a 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are confident that an honest 
accounting of the mission and cost 
of operating Fitzsimons as  compar- 
ed to providing similar care through 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we also urge the com- 
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operation facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. I t 's 'a  breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. 

----  - 

s a long-standing supporter of 
efforts to reduce the federal 

deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Arfny Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
It is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
ti ye-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care 
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
fhe reduced size of the U.S. military 
meant it could do without such fa- 
c,i!ities. Neither of those is the case 
a t  Fitz. 

.Fitzsimons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
l2-state region. As a top teaching 
bbspital, Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby University of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 
advanced research. And it is pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
one-bounce global satellite commu- 
nications - doctors a t  Fitzsimons 
&uld help treat wounded soldiers 
q'ri battlefields anywhere in the 
World. 

Finally, Fitzsimon;, which is 
&osely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. Army 
hospital that can expand immedi- 
3Yely to take care of large numbers 
'o'f casualties should American sol- 
diers become involved in combat. 
,,,,,Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false 
gconomy. An independent 1991 
gtudy demonstrated that it was 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
simons than to provide it from the 
civilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an updated 
analysis by .Aurora Mayor Paul 
Xauer indicates i t  would cost as  
much as  $34 million a year more to 
provide that care through private 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 
l'(So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
,geted a t  all? The problem from a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In short, 



VER POST **m 
1 

Vets to 
pay for 
care? 

I Defense plans 

1 Closing Fit1 

i 

The closing of Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center would mean more 
than just the end of the hospital. It 
also would end a way of life. 

Fitzsimons has been targeted for 
closure as a part of national cuts in 
defense, the same kind of cuts that 
shut down Lowry Air Force Base in 
1994. 

It's the last major military facility 
in the metro area offering services 

system changes 
By Renate Robey 
Denver Post Staff Wr~ter 

Charles Malouff spent 35 years in 
the Air Force, including a tour of du- 
ty in Vietnam. 

Malouff thought he had a deal. 
He would risk his life and the gov- 

ernment would reciprocate with a 
paycheck and free health care. 
"There was a moral commitment 
made by this country when we agreed 
to put our lives on the line," he said. 
"It was a gentleman's agreement." 

Now, with the possibility of Fitzsi- 
mons Army Medical Center closing 
and massive changes in the Defense 
Department medical system, free 
health care may come to an end for 
many veterans. 

Regardless of whether Fitzsimons 
closes, a new system called Tri-Care 
is planned by the Department of De- 
fense. For some active-duty families 
and retirees, that will mean paying 
enrollment fees and insurance co- 
payments for the first time. For those 
older than 65, the new system means 
they may not be treated a t  military 
posts such as Fitzsimons, even if the 
hospital stays open. 

The Veterans Affairs Medical Cen- 
ter is an option for only a limited 
number of retirees because of strict 
eligibility requirements. Plus, no rel- 
atives of military members can be 
treated there. 

About 60,000 military people and 
retirees in the Denver area are  eligi- 
ble to use Fitzsimons. In most cases, 
they get free outpatient care and pay 
for hospitalization. Many chose to re- 
tire in the area because of the hospi- 
tal. 

But given today's circumstances, 

Denver Post flle photo 

WAY OF LIFE: Closing Fitzsimons, above, would be a big change for many. 

Malouff and other vets feel betrayed. would have to sign up each year for live in the area. 
Four of his six children have serv- health-care plans, similar to the way "These folks have enjoyed the free- 

ed in the military. "Today," he says, civilians choose health-maintenance dom of using (military) medical 
"I wouldn't advise a youngster to organizations or other insurance op- treatment facilities. When Tri-Care 
join, because the government doesn't tions. The system calls for partner- comes in . . . they're not eligible for 
keep their promises." ships with civilian health-care pro- enrollment," said Parker. "This (over 

Fitzsimons, which provides major viders. 65) group really feels the change. Ev- 
medical services to about 824,000 Some military officers say the new erybody else will adjust to this." 
people in a 12-state region, was in- system will he better in the long run. Change won't be so easy for older 
cluded in a list of recommended base They believe it will cost less national- veterans, who face much tougher ad- 
closures issued this month. The list is ly and give retirees better access to justments. 
being considered by a national com- medical care. Adding civilian provid- Vets don't think it's fair. "On my 
mission that will make recommends- ers could cut down on 10% waits at  first re-enlistment, I was promised 
tions to the president. Area leaders crowded military clinics. health care for myself and my farhi- 
will fight to keep the hospital open, And for people who don't have ac- ly. They said they would do it 100 per- 
but the odds against them are long. cess to a military hospital, the new cent; there would be no cost," said 

The 1995 list of proposed base clo- insurance options actually may be Donald Walling, 59, who retired from 
sures will save $4 billion, the Penta- less expensive than the old plans, said the military after 22 years. The add- 
gon estimates. When targeting Fitzsi- Brig. Gen. John Parker, commander ed cost now "is going to hurt like heck 
mons for closure, military planners of Fitzsimons. - spelled with a big 'H.' It's some- 
said the hospital is "low in military Under the new system, active-duty thing you don't plan on, and now I'm 
value" and a proposed $245 million members get free health care. 0th- retired and they throw this at  me." 
replacement isn't practical. The mili- ers, including family members of ac- U.S. Rep. Joel Hefley, R-Colorado, 
tary is cutting back on health-care tive-duty personnel and retirees un- has proposed a bill that would make 
spending - making it tough on retir- der 65, will have to enroll in one of it easier for military hospitals to be 
ees, who get care on a "space avail- the health-care plans. compensated for treating Medicare- 
able" basis at  military installations. Another change is that those older eligible patients. However, the issue 

In another bid to cut costs, the De- than 65 won't be eligible for these still is whether there will be enough 
fense Department is introducing the health programs. Many will have to space and doctor time to see them. 
Tri-Care system, which could be in rely on Medicare instead of going to Once the new system starts up, retir- 
place in the Denver area by late 1996. Fitzsimons. About 11,000 military re- ees over 65 may not even be able to 
Under the system, military people tirees and family members over 65 make appointments a t  Fitzsimons. 

J would mean end to a way of life 
chapel, bowling alley and clubs for 
enlisted members and officers. 

Some services were offered a t  a 
discount, but it wasn't the only lure. 

"The cost is a consideration, but 
along with the cost is that intangible 
quality of getting your services in a 
military environment," said Helen 
Littlejohn, Fitzsimons public-affairs 
officer. 

"These people have developed a 
. . . , . .  ... 

tary people for 20 or 30 years." 
Charles Malouff, who retired after 

35 years in the Air Force, said. "You 
can walk on an installation and you 
feel home there. They can take you 
out of the blue, but they can't take the 
blue out of you. It's going to be a 
strong void for a lot of people." 

Another important factor will be 
the savings that some retirees have 
come to rely on. The post cornmis- 

* "  , , -* 

rl 
post exchange, which is like a depart- 
ment store, offers discounted items. 

The Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service estimates the savings a t  23 
percent. 

With Lowry closed, Fitzsimons 
comniissary/exchange sales more 
than doubled. 

The nearest commissary would be 
in Colorado Springs if the closure 
goes through. 



March 10, 1995 
11260 W. 25th Place 
Lakewood, CO 80215 

Admiral Benjamin Montoya 
BRAC Commission 
1700 N. Moore St 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Gen Montoya: 

I would like to impress upon you that the retired people 
of the armed services are not taking the closing of 
Fitzsimons lightly. We feel that we have been promised 
medical care. My husband was a regular army officer (now 
deceased - he died of cancer and was treated at Fitzsimons) 
who served for 27 years. If you think that Medicare is 
a good substitute for our previously available services 
at Fitzsimons, you are wrong. Do you personally have 
experience using Medicare? Try to find a doctor who 
?dill accept medicare payments. 

Are you contemplating the closing of Walter Reed? How 
many,ilitarybases does it serve? Is it kept ,:,open 
for the convenience of congressmen? Do y ou think war 
is completely out of the question and y ou will never 
need military hospitals again -- 

I worked for the wderal Government for 15 years and, 
when asked if I wanted to pay for their medical services 
policy, I declined - after all, the military had promised 
to take care of me - WRONG. Now where do I go? - 
I am enclosing copies of articles written for the Denver 
papers. I ask that you read them - and do remember that 
seniors vote. 

Thank you for y our time. 



, . l l  

-::, I l tr  Closing Fitz is a breach 
:of contract for 1 million vets 
A s a long-standing supporter of 

efforts to reduce the federal 
deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
It is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tiye-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care 
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. military 
~ e a n t  it could do without such fa- 
c,~iities. Neither of those is the case 
a t  Fitz. 
.l~~l~itzsjmons is the only accredited 
military medical center in a giant 
12-state region. As a top teaching 
h'bspital, Fitz retains close ties with 
the nearby University of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 
gdvanced research. And it is pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
one-bounce global satellite commu- 
nications - doctors a t  Fitzsimons 
Ebuld help treat wounded soldiers 
off battlefields anywhere in the 
World. 
. ,,Finally, ~ i tzs imonb,  which is 
closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. Army 
hospital that can expand immedi- 
3t'ely to take care of large numbers 
ro'f casualties should American sol- 
diers become involved in combat. 
,,,,,Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false 
,economy. An independent 1991 
atudy demonstrated that it was 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
simons than to provide it from the 
eivilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an updated 
analysis by .Aurora Mayor Paul 
Xiuer indicates it would cost as  
much as  $34 million a year more to 1 provide that care through private 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 
l;lSo, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
,geted a t  all? The problem from a 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
other federal programs. In short, 

this isn't a budget cut a t  all; it's a ' 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and women. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can guarantee - 
and is honor bound to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters are 
called upon to risk their lives in de- 
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital missions. 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the closings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their 
entirety by Congress and the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

I t  would be morally wrong for 
this newspaper to protest the justi- 
fied closing of a facility in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and economically serves a - 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are  confident that an honest 
accounting of the mission and cost 
of operating Fitzsimons as compar- 
ed to providing similar care through 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we also urge the com- 

* I  
mission to recognize that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operation facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is more than false 
economy. It's' a breach of faith to 
America's veterans - past and fu- 
ture. I 



Vets to 
pay for 
care? 
Defense . plans 
system changes 
By Renate Robey 
Denver Post Staff Writer 

Charles Malouff spent 35 years in 
the Air Force, including a tour of du- 
ty in Vietnam. 

Malouff thought he had a deal. 
He would risk his life and the gov- 

ernment would reciprocate with a 
paycheck and free health care.  

11 "There was a moral commitment Denver Post file photo 
WAY OF LIFE: Closing Fitzsima 

, 

Malouff and other vets feel betrayed. 
Four of his six children have serv- 

ed in the military. "Today," he says, 
"I wouldn't advise a youngster to 
join, because the government doesn't 
keep their promises." 

Fitzsimons, which provides major 
medical services to about 824,000 
people in a 12-state region, was in- 
cluded in a list of recommended base 
closures issued this month. The list is 
being considered by a national com- 
mission that will make recommenda- 
tions to the president. Area leaders 
will fight to keep the hospital open, 
but the odds against them are long. 

The 1995 list of proposed base clo- 
sures will save $4 billion, the Penta- 
gon estimates. When targeting Fitzsi- 
mons for closure, military planners 
said the hospital is "low in military 
value" and a proposed $245 million 
replacement isn't practical. The mili- 
tary is cutting back on health-care 
spending - making it tough on retir- 
ees, who get care on a "space avail- 
able" basis at  military installations. 

In another bid to cut costs, the De- 
fense Department is introducing the 
Tri-Care system, which could be in 
place in the Denver area by late 1996. 
Under the system, military people 

made by this country when we agreed 
to put our lives on the line," he said. 
"It was a gentleman's agreement." 

Now, with the possibility of Fitzsi- 
mons Army Medical Center closing 
and massive changes in the Defense 
Department medical system, free 
health care may come to an end for 
many veterans. 

Regardless of whether Fitzsimons 
closes, a new system called Tri-Care 
is planned by the Department of De- 
fense. For some active-duty families 
and retirees, that will mean paying 
enrollment fees and insurance co- 
payments for the first time. For those 
older than 65, the new system means 
they may not be treated a t  military 
posts such as Fitzsimons, even if the 
hospital stays open. 

Ins, above, would be a big change fc 

The Veterans Affairs Medical Cen- 
ter is an option for only a limited 
number of retirees because of strict 
eligibility requirements. Plus, no rel- 
atives of military members can be 
treated there. 

About 60,000 military people and 
retirees in the Denver area are  eligi- 
ble to use Fitzsimons. In most cases, 
they get free outpatient care and pay 
for hospitalization. Many chose to re- 
tire in the area because of the hospi- 
tal. 

But given today's circumstances, 

would have to sign up each year for 
health-care plans, similar to the way 
civilians choose health-maintenance 
organizations or other insurance op- 
tions. The system calls for partner- 
ships with civilian health-care pro- 
viders. 

Some military officers say the new 
system will be better in the long run. 
They believe it will cost less national- 
ly and give retirees better access to 
medical care. Adding civilian provid- 
ers could cut down on long waits at  
crowded military clinics. 

And for people who don't have ac- 
cess to a military hospital, the new 
insurance options actually may be 
less expensive than the old plans, said 
Brig. Gen. John Parker, commander 
of Fitzsimons. 

Under the new system, active-duty 
members get free health care. Oth- 
ers, including family members of ac- 
tive-duty personnel and retirees un- 
der 65, will have to enroll in one of 
the health-care plans. 

Another change is that those older 
than 65 won't be eligible for these 
health programs. Many will have to 
rely on Medicare instead of going to 
Fitzsimons. About 11,000 military re- 
tirees and family members over 65 

,r many. 

live in the area. 
"These folks have enjoyed the free- 

dom of using (military) medical 
treatment facilities. When Tri-Care 
comes in . . . they're not eligible for 
enrollment," said Parker. "This (over 
65) group really feels the change. Ev- 
erybody else will adjust to this." 

Change won't be so easy for older 
veterans, who face much tougher ad- 
justments. 

Vets don't think it's fair. "On my 
first reenlistment, I was promised 
health care for myself and my farhi- 
ly. They said they would do it 100 per- 
cent; there would be no cost," said 
Donald Walling, 59, who retired from 
the military after 22 years. The add- 
ed cost now "is going to hurt like heck 
- spelled with a big 'H.' It's some- 
thing you don't plan on, and now I'm 
retired and they throw this at  me." 

U.S. Rep. Joel Hefley, R-Colorado, 
has proposed a bill that would make 
it easier for military hospitals to be 
compensated for treating Medicare- 
eligible patients. However, the issue 
still is whether there will be enough 
space and doctor time to see them. 
Once the new system starts up, retir- 
ees over 65 may not even be able to 
make appointments a t  Fitzsimons. 

I Closin~ Fitz would mean end to a wav of life 
chapel, bowling alley and clubs for 
enlisted members and officers. 

Some services were offered a t  a 
discount, but it wasn't the only lure. 

"The cost is a consideration, but 
along with the cost is that intangible 
quality of getting your services in a 
military environment," said Helen 
Littlejohn, Fitzsimons public-affairs 
officer. 

"These people have developed,a 

' 

, 

tary people for 20 or 30 years." 
Charles Malouff, who retired after 

35 years in the Air Force, said, "You 
can walk on an installation and you 
feel home there. They can take you 
out of the blue, but they can't take the 
blue out of you. It's going ta be a 
strong void for a lot of people." 

Another important factor will be 
the savings that some retirees have 
come to rely on. The post commis- 

- "  . . -, 

The closing of Fitzsimons Army 
Medical Center would mean more 
than just the end of the hospital. It 
also would end a way of life. 

Fitzsimons has been targeted for 
closure as a part of national cuts in 
defense, the same kind of cuts that 
shut down Lowry Air Force Base in 
1994. 

It's the last major military facility 
in the metro area offering services 

J 
post exchange, which is like a depart- 
ment store, offers discounted items. 

The Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service estimates the savings a t  23 
percent. 

With Lowry closed, Fitzsimons 
commissary/exchange sales more 
than doubled. 

The nearest commissary would be 
in Colorado Springs if the closure 
goes through. 
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111 hu~i,!lng and c u \ t o n ~ c ~ -  locub ; I I ~  

,a\iced by LTG tilcitle hl. I.;~Noui:. 
i: new ,4rrny hledical Command. 
50 Arlny Surgeon General, believe., 
.I I  changes that gave hirth to 
lonth w ~ l l  further thesc themes. 
LaNouc I)elieves tht. new regional 
upport Areas, working with the 
~ l e  of Organization and Equipment) 
lress deficiencies in readiness that 
~ n g  Operation Desert Shield/Storm. 
: puts emphasis on our fundamental 
to have a ready medical force to 
wherever it is in the world," he 

DING: "Research ;und development 
2 sc l ) ;~r ;~~al  from how we did hnsi- 
cal trenlment facilities. There was 
n them. This new structure causes 
ke placc." he said. 
the six officer corps in rhe Army 

ent are being drawn together by the 
ng on operational ;~ssignments. Ex- 
ledical Service Corps chief serving 
,antler of the AMEDD Center ilnd 
\lurse Corps chief being commander 
I. Health Promotion and Preventive 

FOCUS: "The Surgeon General is 
as a key salesman, if you will, in 
es to our key customers. We are 
fine our customers," LaNoue said. 
ssessment and accountability." 
ple, he told of a change between 
'ripler Army Medical Center in Ha- 

visit to Tripler, discussions focused 
- construction, Tripler's special re- 

.he Department of Veterans Affairs, 
ion of the CHCS computer system. 
jy and leadership was focused in- 
.e said. "On my 1 x 1  visit, it was a 
Ige. The entire staff was looking at 
iness posture throughout the Pacific 
:re engaged with the Navy and Air 
looking for metrics so  they could 

Army medical component, both re- 
to assure that Army medicine would 

thing happened in the Pacific !he- 
appeninp because of the changed 
)is reorganization has brought. It's 
tappened. it needed to happen, it 's 
 tio on of this whole effort." 

~ontinues 
I transition to the MEDCOM, struc- 
le in the coming year. He said per- 
tions are still being moved out ol' 
he Surgeon General to MEDCOM 
le AMEDD Center and School and 
, ~ n a n d .  
mnation of the tiealth Service Sup- 
loit~g mo\t of the work that Health 
:111d L I S ~ C I  to do is a ~nikjor institu- 
or c ~ z r y l ~ o t l y ,  and that'\  only ju\t 

tic cited in pat-ticul~l. [he necd I'or 
relation\hips with Army Reserve ; ~ n d  
units, and TOE acli ie  units. 

.)ng job, i t  won't happen overnight. 
ihat one pulled ot'f," he commenteil. 
11 preten~l 10 wi~nt to c o n ~ ~ l ~ a n i l  tliose 

LTG Alcide M. LaNoue, Surgeon General  of the  Army 
and  Commander  of U.S. Army Medical Command 
Age: 60 
Education: Bachelor of Arts cum laude, Harvard 
University; Doctor of Medicine, Yale universi i j  
Specialty: Orthopedic surgery 
Previous commands: 209th General  Dispensary, 
Hanau,  Germany; Fort Stewart, Ga. ,  MEDDAC; Fort 
Benning, Ga. ,  MEDDAC; Eisenhower Army Medical 
Center; Academy of Health Sciences;  Health Services 
Command.  Surgeon General  s ince 1992.  

tinits, but as  !he principle person !~e ld  occo.intable 
for medical readiness, we need to be involved in 
support to commands so they can feel comfortable 
that they have the most effective medical units they 
can have," he added. 

Another area where he expects continued change 
is technology. 

"Technology is moving so  rapidly it's almost 
mind-boggling. The management of change will reach 
right down to the troop medical clinics and gen- 
eral medical clinics. I see a great deal of change 
at the grassroots that will probably allow us to 
become an even flatter organization.'Flatter, in terms 
of management, means there aren't as  many com- 
mand levels as  there have been in the past," he 
commented. 

Downsizing 
While adapting to such changes the AMEDD 

must also reduce with the shrinking Army. LaNoue 
said he is optimistic. 

"I think we are at a poi~rt where senior people 
in the Department of Defense are starting to say the 
Army got the worst of it, and we may have gone 
too far. 1 also see a political reaction to the rapid- 
ity of our downsizing that's starting to say, 'It nlay 
be that we've gone too far or we're planning to go 
too far, so  let's hold back.' 

"It's my expectation that we are at or near the 
bottom, based on our current plans. Of course, our 
current plans are that we still have more people that 
will be programed to leave in '95 and '96, but 
they're not excessive numbers, they're big numbers 
but they are not disfunctioni~l," he said. 

He pointed out that the AbIEDD is reducing by 
nhout 20 percent while the overall Army is reduc- 
Ing about 40 percent. Personnel retluctions are he- 
ing nlanaged to preserve opportunities for advance- 
r11c11t. 

"Instead of just chopping the personnel pyramid 
olf at its base, we've redesigned the pyramid," he 
said. "We are doing that at the same time we're 
retle\igning the way we practice medicine, so i t  has 
hecome very complex. Good people who are oul 

. .  ---- 
in tot;rl s i , ~ ,  \ V ~ C I I  I 5.1) total \ i /e ,  I ~ I I I - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ *  

i C i m f v e - i o ~ n ~ w ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s  our t l cp i~r t~nenl  oi the 

He said TKI('AKE is an elfort to i n c o r p o r ; ~ ~ ~  
c o n t r i X - i n v a t v r m m m T ~ ~ i l T t i l i ~ y  heII15 -iGr> 
~ d ~ P r ~ ~ - a 3 ~ c e ~ ~ b ~ ~ f i , r  beneficiaries. 

' .~ iow ~ n r  that - z i n ~ o w i t ~ o ~ t ( l o  -- 
many nf -our-hiiFpifZC~k-~~uEBti~n~rrtr~polil i- 
cat-cmrfiuniiy-hnsirctert~e tor us," he said. "We're 
try i n g r s f e e d  r hein-ihe i i i R t % i i i f ~ o ~ ~ a . h ~ -  
ever-we-hve a g p 7 ~ S o f  beneflclarlrs, s_F 
tbr us to have X i i ' T c Z i i Z 7 ~ n ~ f i t ~ ~ c h a r p e ,  -e 
because  w ~ z Z - " F i Z l ~ c ~ o u n t a b l e . ' ~  

_. _ _  
------ T. 

"Aecmtraetor^i~accountable to the s_lukhald- 
ers.  An M T F  coiiimnnder is accountable to his ? 
command structurix. ;lnd in the end game to the 
taxpayers i ~ n d  the American citizens." he added. 

The cost of such contracts is an issue that rnu\t 
\ 

hi: tle;tlt with by C'ongress, LaNoue \;lid. 
"\Ve have ;I health-care system in the l i n ~ r e d  

States that consumes a trillion dollars a year. I4 
percent of the gross do~nest ic  product. There is not 
;I need for more bllsiness, there is a need to dern- 
onstrate frugality and c l~~al i ty ,  married together. I 
think we have learned to do that, and can be a model 
I'or the rest of the country," he commented. 

"I think the argument has been bearing fruit, I 
ihink we have mort: people on our side than we did 
a year i~go," he otlded. 

Why an Army? 
LaNoue said the need for an Army i s  often 

questioned during peacetime, and that leads to a need 
for raoid buildup when a war starts. 

" P e o ~ l e  - may wonder why General LaNoue does 
not close places that seem less relevant ,  lik; 
' F ~ t z s ~ m o n s  Army M e d i a s e n t e r , z h i c h  does not 
6ave a i , n p T G n y  base around 11, but d?%XlEi*- -- 
12-states with 12 National Guard units and a large- 
n u f i e r  o t  ~ r m y ~ v ~ o l k s ,  and indeed, over ' 
80 W n t  , o t  Defense beneticiar~es s p r e Z -  -- \ 
oiiT3vc-I a rather<mfiis? area," he sZd.  "I belleve i 
I e _ e a c h  of the medical centers that we have now, -- 
even i f w e  the majority of those hospitals ', 

staffed by either civilians or  contracted-for civilians, 
so  that we can instantly reexpand." 

"It takes 25 years to build a medical center," 
he said. "because a medical center is composed of 
special re la t ionsh~ps  with institutes of  learning,  
medic.?l scboc ls ,  research orgacizat ions,  - the 
American Council of Graduate Medical Education, 
for example. It takes years to get a residency pro- 
gram approved, and then to grow and develop na- 
tional credibility. Fitzsimons is the outcome of about I 
50 years of that kind of maturation. 1 can close it 
in a year, but I can't reopen it for about 25 years 
and regain that stature and capability. 

"Letterman Army Medical Center is gone, it's 1 
forever gone. It cannot he reconstituted, we can use 
the name somepli~ce else, but it would take 25 years 
at a minimum to replace the institution known as 
Letterman. So  if I can keep Fitzsimons and keep 

I 
the relationships, even if I have one Army person / 
sitting there, but I've go1 the hospital and the equip- 
ment and the intelligence and the training programs 
all rolling along, then at a time of rapid expansion, 1 
i t  can be converted .IS appropriate with larger num- I 
hers of military people. 

"So the wortl expan!,ibility is very important as 
to how 1 look at downsizing. In other words, don't 
throw away essential capabilities - transform them \ 
so  that they can be recaptured - but don't destroy 1 
them." 
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17 March 1995 

Ret. Air Force General J.B. Davis 
Defense Base and Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear General Davis: 

I am a concerned citizen of the City of Aurora and I am writing to 
urge you, The Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission, to 
reconsider the closing of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

FAMC serves as a regional health care center for fourteen (14) 
midwestern states, the largest geographic region of any DOD medical 
center and serves as an important medical training facility for the 
U.S. Army. It also serves eleven (11) other military 
installations; therefore, I cannot understand why this Hospital is 
considered invaluable to the Army and DOD. Buckley ANGB will soon 
have more than 3,000 military personnel on its base by the end of 
1996. Where will they get their best medical care? Not at Buckley 
ANGB, and local hospitals will be too crowded so please, PLEASE 
RECONSIDER. 

Sincerely, 



17 March 1995 

Mr. Lee Kling 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Kling: 

I am a concerned citizen of the City of Aurora and I am writing to 
urge you, The Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission, to 
reconsider the closing of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

FAMC serves as a regional health care center for fourteen (14 
midwestern s t a t e s ,  the largest geographic region of any DOD medical 
center and serves as an important medical training facility for the 
U.S. Army. It also serves eleven (11) other military 
installations; therefore, I cannot understand why this Hospital is 
considered invaluable to the Army and DOD. Buckley ANGB will soon 
have more than 3,000 military personnel on its base by the end of 
1996. Where will they get their best medical care? Not at Buckley 
ANGB, and local hospitals will. be too crowded so please, PLEASE 
RECONSIDER. 

Sincerely, 

NAME : 4 , h b k  L ~ ~ : / / ; z w  
ADDRESS: L)&, a, 



17 March 1995 

Mr. Lee Kling 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Kling: 

I am a concerned citizen of the City of Aurora and I am writing to 
urge you, The Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission, to 
reconsider the closing of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

FAMC serves as a regional health care center for fourteen (14 
midwestern states, the largest geographic region of any DOD medical 
center and serves as an important medical training facility for the 
U.S. Army. It also serves eleven (11) other military 
installations; therefore, I cannot understand why this Hospital is 
considered invaluable to the Army and DOD. Buckley ANGB will soon 
have more than 3,000 military personnel on its base by the end of 
1996. Where will they get their best medical care? Not at Buckley 
ANGB, and local hospitals will be too crowded so please, PLEASE 
RECONSIDER. 

Sincerely, 

NAME : C a r [  Ldt' /Lid- 

ADDRESS : an , 

Ba l.3V 



17 March 1995 

Mr. Lee Kling 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Kling: 

I am a concerned citizen of the City of Aurora and I am writing to 
urge you, The Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission, to 
reconsider the closing of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

FAMC serves as a regional health care center for fourteen (14 
midwestern states, the largest geographic region of any DOD medical 
center and serves as an important medical training facility for the 
U.S. Army. It also serves eleven (11) other military 
installations; therefore, I cannot understand why this Hospital is 
considered invaluable to the Army and DOD. Buckley ANGB will soon 
have more than 3,000 military personnel on its base by the end of 
1996. Where will they get  their best medical care? Not at Buckley 
ANGB, and local hospitals will be too crowded so please, PLEASE 
RECONSIDER. 

Sincerely, 

NAME : J-L 
ADDRESS: / 2 5 6 f  5 ,  QLL a& -J 

A * /  p(g - L' 1 2  



FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I/We believe that the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Rtzsimons Army Medial  
Center on the Base Closure List. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 1 4 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in  our mrnmunitv! . 

\ ?/' 

SIGNATURE 4 $ . 7  r&c: (. ('; /d-t\. , 

PRINTED NAME i F, / X/  (J I e a z  

ADDRESS- //C/ .I < i 6 C/-  
* Qi: - 

c1l-y & L L ~ , - L ~ .  I STATE (' --CJ ZIP JIL'/& 

FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS ~N~TI'ATIV~ 
I/We believe that the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Fittsimons Army Medical 
Center on the Base Closure List. 
Fitzsimons is a vital jmt of the Military Medial Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our mmmunity! 

FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I/We believe that the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Fitzrimons Army Medical 
Center on  the Base Closure List. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in  our community! 
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Morris L. S r s b e r  
3138 Colfax kveRue 
Pueblo, Colorado 81008 

Defense Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
1700 North Moore S t r e e t ,  Su i t e  1425 
Arl ington,  VA 22209 

Gentlenen: 

I a m  enclosing a copy of' FV l e t t e r  of 25 ICarc'n 1934 
t o  General Parker, F i t z s i r i o ~ s  Armr I i e l i c a l  Center. 

I w a s  shocked when I r e a d  about t h e  pose ib le  closing 
of Fitzsimons Arnv Redical C e ~ t e r .  

I a m  a  d isabled  ve teran  with incurab le  car,cer, a 
d i a b e t i c  taking 70 u n i t s  o f  i n s u l i n  d s i l v  and have high 
blood pressure.  I can not g e t  p r i v a t e  medical insurance:  
the re fo re  I depend on F i t z s inons  t o  t ~ k e  care  of mp ned ica l  
needs. 

I c e r t a i n l y  3ope, deep i n  your h e a r t ,  you w i l l  consider  
no t  c los ing  down Fi tzs inons .  

I thank you f o r  taking t3e time i n  h e n r i ~ g  me .  

S incere lv ,  
/- 

Y o r r i s  L. SraSer 
USAF 14edical Ret i red  
523-35-1464 
L*fe ~ A V  



Morris L. Graber 
P.O. Box 10 
Colorado Ci ty ,  CO. 81019 

25 Narch 1994 

J .  Suther land  Pa rke r  
Br igad ie r  General ,  Commanding 
Pitzsimons Army Medical Center  
Aurora, Colorado 80045-5000 

Dear Sir: 

This  is an  a t t empt  t o  express  my apprec i a t ion  f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  c a r e  
and pe r sona l  cons ide ra t ion  I rece ived  f o r  t he  Caxdiothoracic Surgery on 
23 February 19%, which e n t a i l e d  the  use of  a lmost  a l l  f a c e t s  o f  your  
f a c i l i t y ,  i nc lud ing  I n t e r n a l  Medicine, Oncology, Radiation and Urology. 

I would l i k e  t o  extend a s p e c i a l  thank you t o  a l l  t h e  doc to r s  on 
7 East-West and a l l  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  staff. 

I a m  proud o f  your  w e l l  run h o s p i t a l  and f e e l  t h a t  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  
and cons ide ra t ion  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a f f  is t o  be commended. My s i n c e r e  
g r a t i t u d e  t o  a l l  o f  you. 

S ince re ly ,  

Florris L. Graber 
USAF )ledical Re t i r e d  
523-36-1464 

cc: Doctors 

Fe r ry  
Richards 
Kirshner  
J e f f e r s o n  
Leeheminant 
Morton 
Debra A r r i e t a ,  Dept. o f  Surgery 
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March 22, 1995 

Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 
22209 

Attention: Mr. Lee Kling 

Dear Mr. Kling: 

As an Air Force veteran dependent who resided in Denver for 
over 20 years, I am dismayed that there is consideration of 
closing Fitzsimmons Army ~ospital. There are hundreds and 
hundreds of dependents who use this excellent facility. 

We were a family of six - my husband, myself and four 
children. We used the facility numerous times and we always 
found the caliber of personnel there to be excellent. 

Now I am living in Topeka, Kansas, and am having a hip 
replacement done in April of 1995. Because the Irwin Army 
Hospital at Fort Riley does not perform this kind of surgery I am 
scheduled to have it done at Fitzsimmons. I do not know where I 
could go if Fitzsimmons was not available. 

Please give VERY CAREFUL consideration to a T  closing the 
Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. 

Sincerely yours, 

";.l-ii-- % I &  

V Marjorie M. Cox 
825 SW Buchanan 
Topeka, KS 
66606-1427 



March 22, 1995 

Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 
22209 

Attention: Ret. Navy Admiral Benjamin Montoya 

Dear Admiral Montoya: 

As an Air Force veteran dependent who resided in Denver for 
over 20 years, I am dismayed that there is consideration of 
closing Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. There are hundreds and 
hundreds of dependents who use this excellent facility. 

We were a family of six - my husband, myself and four 
children. We used the facility numerous times and we always 
found the caliber of personnel there to be excellent. 

Now I am living in Topeka, Kansas, and am having a hip 
replacement done in April of 1995. Because the Irwin Army 
Hospital at Fort Riley does not perform this kind of surgery I am 
scheduled to have it done at Fitzsimmons. I do not know where I 
could go if Fitzsimmons was not available. 

Please give VERY CARERJL consideration to closing the 
Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. 

Sincerely yours, 

~arjorig M. Cox 
82 5 SW Buchanan 
Topeka, KS 
66606-1427 



March 22, 1995 

Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 
22209 

Attention: Ms. Rebecca Cox 

Dear Ms. Cox: 

As an Air Force veteran dependent who resided in Denver for 
over 20 years, I am dismayed that there is consideration of 
closing Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. There are hundreds and 
hundreds of dependents who use this excellent facility. 

We were a family of six - my husband, myself and four 
children. We used the facility numerous times and we always 
found the caliber of personnel there to be excellent. 

Now I am living in Topeka, Kansas, and am having a hip 
replacement done in April of 1995. Because the Irwin Army 
Hospital at Fort Riley does not perform this kind of surgery I am 
scheduled to have it done at Fitzsimmons. I do not know where I 
could go if Fitzsimmons was not available. 

Please give VERY CAREFUL consideration to NOT closing the 
Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. 

Sincerely yours, r- 

~ar5orye M. Cox 
82 5- SW Buchanan 
Topeka, KS 
66606-1427 



March 22, 1995 

Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 
22209 

Attention: Mr. Alan Dixon, Chairman (BRAC) 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

As an Air Force veteran dependent who resided in Denver for 
over 20 years, I am dismayed that there is consideration of 
closing Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. There are hundreds and 
hundreds of dependents who use this excellent facility. 

We were a family of six - my husband, myself and four 
children. We used the facility numerous times and we always 
found the caliber of personnel there to be excellent. 

Now I am living in Topeka, Kansas, and am having a hip 
replacement done in April of 1995. Because the Irwin Army 
Hospital at Fort Riley does not perform this kind of surgery I am 
scheduled to have it done at Fitzsimmons. I do not know where I 
could go if Fitzsimmons was not available. 

Please give VERY CAREFUL consideration to closing the 
Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. 

Sincerely yours, ,, 

~ a r  j'or& M. Cox 
825 SW-~uchanan 
Topeka, KS 
66606-1427 



March 22, 1995 

Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
1 7 0 0  N. Moore Street, 
Arlington, VA 
22209  

Attention: Ret. Air Force General J.R. Davis 

Dear General. Davis: 

As an A i r  Force veteran d~pendent who resided in Denver for 
over 2 0  years, T am dismayed that there is consideration of 
closing Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. There are hundreds and 
hundreds of dependents who use this excellent facility. 

We were a family of six - my husband, myself and four 
children. We used the facility numerous times and we always 
found the caliber of personnel there to be excellent. 

Now I am living in Topeka, Kansas, and am having a hip 
replacement done in April of 1995.  Because the Irwin Army 
Hospital at Fort Riley does not perform this kind of surgery I am 
scheduled to have it done at Fitzsimmons. I do not know where r 
could go if Fitzsimmons was not availab1.e. 

Please give VERY CAREFUL consideration to NOT closing the 
Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. 

Sincerely yours, 
/"' 

~arjori/e M. cox 
825 SW Buchanarl 
Topeka, KS 
66606-1427 



March 22, 1995 

Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 
22209 

Attention: Mr. A1 Cornella 

Dear Mr. Cornella 

As an Air Force veteran dependent who resided in Denver for 
over 20 years, I am dismayed that there is consideration of 
closing ~itzsimmons Army Hospital. There are hundreds and 
hundreds of dependents who use this excellent facility. 

We were a family of six - my husband, myself and four 
children. We used the facility numerous times and we always 
found the caliber of personnel there to be excellent. 

Now I am living in Topeka, Kansas, and am having a hip 
replacement done in April of 1995. Because the Irwin Army 
Hospital at Fort Riley does not perform this kind of surgery I am 
scheduled to have it done at Fitzsimmons. I do not know where I 
could go if Fitzsimmons was not available. 

Please give VERY CAREFUL consideration to closing the 
Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. 

Sincerely yours, P 

~arjoridM. Cox 
825 SW Buchanan 
Topeka, KS 
66606-1427 



March 22, 1995 

Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 
22209 

Attention: Ret. Army General Jose Robles 

Dear General Robles: 

As an ~ i r  Force veteran dependent who resided in Denver for 
over 20 years, I am dismayed that there is consideration of 
closing Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. There are hundreds and 
hundreds of dependents who use this excellent facility. 

We were a family of six - my husband, myself and four 
children. We used the facility numerous times and we always 
found the caliber of personnel there to be excellent. 

Now I am living in Topeka, Kansas, and am having a hip 
replacement done in April of 1995. Because the Irwin Army 
Hospital at Fort Riley does not perform this kind of surgery I am 
scheduled to have it done at Fitzsimmons. I do not know where I 
could go if Fitzsimmons was not available. 

Please give VERY CAREFUL consideration to NOT closing the 
Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. 

Sincerely yours, 

V Marjorie M. Cox 
825 SW Buchanan 
Topeka, KS 
66606-1427 



March 22, 1995 

Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 
22209 

Attention: Ms. Wendy Steele 

Dear Ms. Steele: 

As an Air Force veteran dependent who resided in Denver for 
over 20 years, I am dismayed that there is consideration of 
closing Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. There are hundreds and 
hundreds of dependents who use this excellent facility. 

We were a family of six - my husband, myself and four 
children. We used the facility numerous times and we always 
found the caliber of personnel there to be excellent. 

Now I am living in Topeka, Kansas, and am having a hip 
replacement done in April of 1995. Because the Irwin Army 
Hospital at Fort Riley does not perform this kind of surgery I am 
scheduled to have it done at Fitzsimmons. I do not know where I 
could go if Fitzsimmons was not available. 

Please give VERY CAREFUL consideration to m T  closing the 
Fitzsimmons Army Hospital. 

Sincerely yours, 

Marjorie M. Cox 
825 SW Buchanan 
Topeka, KS 
66606-1427 



22 March 1995 

\ 

TO: Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Commission ,P, L\ ' " 
A'ITN: Ms Rebecca Cox 

I am a retired Master Sergeant, having enlisted in 1937 and started 
service at Ft. Moultrie SC. After active duty in Europe during WWll 
and the Korean War, I retired at NORAD, Ent Air Force Base, Colorado 
Springs CO in 1959. 

My wife and I: muved into the Denver area because of military sup- 
port at Fitzsimons Army Hospital, and the caranissary at Lowry AFB 
which closed last summer. 

For all of us who spent their productive lives serving their country 
we need the services we get at Fitzsimons, we respect the Doctors at 
this facility and would be lost to find replacements in the civilian 
comnuni ty . 
Please help us all to keep this needed facility. 

Sincerely 

&Fl5ig2%~&& 
2220 East Geddes Ave., Unit E 
Littleton Co 80122 



March 23, 1995 

House Veterans' Affairs Committee 
The Honorable Bob Stump 
United Staates House of Representatives 
Cannon House Office Bldg 
1st & Independence Avenue S E 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bob Stump: 

Congratulations on your election to the Congress of the United 
States. We certainly have a wonderful country and a lot of 
freedoms that we can enjoy and I, for one, know that sacrifices 
must be made to keep these freedoms. 

My husband, Cpl Donald L. Wakehouse, US 55 251 865 Army Retired 
(Medically), EX-POW of the Korean Police Action, fought and paid 
dearly .for those exact freedoms. A freedom that you would not have 
had, had he not fought in that Police Action, nor any other veteran 
in a war. You would not have had your free election to our 
Congress had Hitler won, nor if the Japanese had won WW 11, nor if 
the Communist had won the Police Action in Korea. 

I do not know if you are a veteran or not, I have not researched 
your resume, but please, stop and think, just where you, or this 
country would be, if it had not been for the veterans fighting to 
keep our freedoms. Now, how much does that mean to you? We keep 
hearing, veterans cost our country money, my thought, we would not 
have a free country, if it weren't for the veterans. Our WWII 
veterans (age 70+) are in need of medical facilities now, 01111. W A ? I I  
EX-PGW veterans are in critical need of medical facilities now. 
The closure of military hospitals places hardships on many of our 
aging veterans and their families. Medically retired military are 
living in the area of a military medical facility. Closure of 
Fitzsimons means uprooting of these aging veterans from their 
homes, and community to go where the military hospital is relocated 
(I believe Texas is the closest that has been mentioned for 
Colorado veterans) . 
I'm sorry that you feel that our country can toss the veterans (to 
the wolves, so to speak) and deny them ~itzsimons Medical ~acility 
and medical compensation for their sacrifices. My Donald has had 
15 operations on his leg (a lot of them at Fitzsimons), nerve 
damage to his arm (bullet went through his wrist), hearing and 



seeing loss, heart problems, all of this stemming from his wounds 
and capture by the North Koreans and lack of medical care thereof. 

Another point, I'd like to make to you, is, Have you read a private 
medical insurance policy? My husband cannot be covered by any 
pre-condition injuries - - His leg, arm, ears, eyes and heart 
cannot be covered by private medical insurance, and when Fitzsimons 
becomes a closure - that puts another 1,000 patients (outpatient 
and inpatients) into the VA Hospital system (which is already 
full). Yes, I know about CHAMPUS and DEAR programs, they also have 
the "fine printw. 

Is this your thank you to the veterans for keeping our country's 
freedoms? 

REMEMBER, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE YOUR JOB AS A MEMBER OF OUR CONGRESS, 
IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE VETERANS AND THEIR SACRIFICES. WHAT IS YOUR 
SACRIFICE? VETERANS COST THIS COUNTRY MONEY? SO DOES YOUR SALARY, 
YOUR OFFICE SPACE, YOUR MEDICAL AND RETIREMENT. SO WHAT DOES THIS 
COUNTRY'S FREEDOMS MEAN TO YOU? 

Please listen to the veterans; every POW has a story of their 
strengths, their desire, while in captivity, to come back to their 
beloved country. 

Veterans do not need this slap in the face.. .what they need is a 
slap on the back. 

Sincerely, 

Louise J .& wakehouse 
963 So. Jamaica Street 
Aurora, C0 80012 

cc: Colorado Senator Hank Brown 
Colorado Senator Ben Campbell 
Colorado Representative Patricia Schroeder 
Colorado Representative David E. Skaggs 
Colorado Representative Scott McInnis 
Colorado Representative Wayne Allard 
Colorado Representative Joel M. Hefley 
Colorado Representative Dan Schaefer 
Aurora City Council, Aurora, CO P' Base Realignment & Closure Commission members, Dlxon, Steele, 
Cox, King, Cornella, Robles, Davis & Montoya 



March 23, 1995 

House Veterans' Affairs Committee 
The Honorable Bob Stump 
United Staates House of Representatives 
Cannon House Office Bldg 
1st & Independence Avenue S E 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bob Stump: 

Congratulations on your election to the Congress of the United 
States. We certainly have a wonderful country and a lot of 
freedoms that we can enjoy and I, for one, know that sacrifices 
must be made to keep these freedoms. 

My husband, Cpl Donald L. Wakehouse, US 55 251 865 Army Retired 
(Medically), EX-POW of the Korean Police Action, fought and paid 
dearly for those exact freedoms. A freedom that you would not have 
had, had he not fought in that Police Action, nor any other veteran 
in a war. You would not have had your free election to our 
Congress had Hitler won, nor if the Japanese had won WW 11, nor if 
the Communist had won the Police Action in Korea. 

I do not know if you are a veteran or not, I have not researched 
your resume, but please, stop and think, just where you, or this 
country would be, if it had not been for the veterans fighting to 
keep our freedoms. Now, how much does that mean to you? We keep 
hearing, veterans cost our country money, my thought, we would not 
have a free country, if it weren' t for the veterans. Our WWII 
veterans (age 70+) are in need of medical facilities now. Our WWII 
EX-POW veterans are in critical need ot medlcal facilities now. 
The closure of military hospitals places hardships on many of our 
aging veterans and their families. Medically retired military are 
living in the area of a military medical facility. Closure of 
Fitzsimons means uprooting of these aging veterans from their 
homes, and community to go where the military hospital is relocated 
(I believe Texas is the closest that has been mentioned for 
Colorado veterans) . 
I'm sorry that you feel that our country can toss the veterans (to 
the wolves, so to speak) and deny them ~itzsimons Medical Facility 
and medical compensation for their sacrifices. My Donald has had 
15 operations on his leg (a lot af them at Fitzsimons) , nerve 
damage to his arm (bullet went through his wrist) , hearing and 

I 



seeing loss, heart problems, all of this stemming from his wounds 
and capture by the North Koreans and lack of medical care thereof. 

Another point, I'd like to make to you, is, Have you read a private 
medical insurance policy? My husband cannot be covered by any 
pre-condition injuries - - His leg, arm, ears, eyes and heart 
cannot be covered by private medical insurance, and when Fitzsimons 
becomes a closure - that puts another 1,000 patients (outpatient 
and inpatients) into the VA Hospital system (which is already 
full) . Yes, I know about CHAMPUS and DEAR programs, they also have 
the "fine printw. 

Is this your thank you to the veterans for keeping our country's 
freedoms? 

REMEMBER, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE YOUR JOB AS A MEMBER OF OUR CONGRESS, 
IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE VETERANS AND THEIR SACRIFICES. WHAT IS YOUR 
SACRIFICE? VETERANS COST THIS COUNTRY MONEY? SO DOES YOUR SALARY, 
YOUR OFFICE SPACE, YOUR MEDICAL AND RETIREMENT. SO WHAT DOES THIS 
COUNTRY'S FREEDOMS MEAN TO YOU? 

Please listen to the veterans; every POW has a story of their 
strengths, their desire, while in captivity, to come back to their 
beloved country. 

Veterans do not need this slap in the face.. .what they need is a 
slap on the back. 

Sincerely, 

Louise 6. wakehouse 
963 So. Jamaica Street 
Al-~rora, CO 80012 

cc: Colorado Senator Hank Brown 
Colorado Senator Ben Campbell 
Colorado Representative Patricia Schroeder 
Colorado Representative David E. Skaggs 
Colorado Representative Scott McInnis 
Colorado Representative Wayne Allard 
Colorado Representative Joel M. Hefley 
Colorado Representative Dan Schaefer 
Aurora City Council, Aurora, CO 
Base Realignme Closure Commission members, Dixon, Steele, 
Cox, King, Robles, Davis & Montoya 



March 23, 1995 

House Veterans' Affairs Committee 
The Honorable Bob Stump 
United Staates House of Representatives 
Cannon House Office Bldg 
1st & Independence Avenue S E 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bob Stump: 

Congratulations on your election to the Congress of the United 
States. We certainly have a wonderful country and a lot of 
freedoms that we can enjoy and I, for one, know that sacrifices 
must be made to keep these freedoms. 

My husband, Cpl Donald L. Wakehouse, US 55 251 865 Army Retired 
(Medically) , EX-POW of the Korean Police Action, fought and paid 
dearly for those exact freedoms . A freedom that you would not have 
had, had he not fought in that Police Action, nor any other veteran 
in a war. You would not have had your free election to our 
Congress had Hitler won, nor if the Japanese had won WW 11, nor if 
the Communist had won the Police Action in Korea. 

I do not know if you are a veteran or not, I have not researched 
your resume, but please, stop and think, just where you, or this 
country would be, if it had not been for the veterans fighting to 
keep our freedoms. Now, how much does that mean to you? We keep 
hearing, veterans cost our country money, my thought, we would not 
have a free country, if it weren' t for the veterans. Our WWII 
veterans (age 70+) are in need of medical facilities now. 012s WII 
EX-FGW veterans are in critical need of medical facilities now. 
The closure of military hospitals places hardships on many of our 
aging veterans and their families. Medically retired military are 
living in the area of a military medical facility. Closure of 
Fitzsimons means uprooting of these aging veterans from their 
homes, and community to go where the military hospital is relocated 
(I believe Texas is the closest that has been mentioned for 
Colorado veterans) . 
I'm sorry that you feel that our country can toss the veterans (to 
the wolves, so to speak) and deny them Fitzsimons Medical Facility 
and medical compensation for their sacrifices. My Donald has had 
15 operations on his leg (a lot of them at Fitzsimons) , nerve 
damage to his arm (bullet went through his wrist) , hearing and 



seeing loss, heart problems, all of this stemming from his wounds 
and capture by the North Koreans and lack of medical care thereof. 

Another point, I'd like to make to you, is, Have you read a private 
medical insurance policy? My husband cannot be covered by any 
pre-condition injuries - - His leg, arm, ears, eyes and heart 
cannot be covered by private medical insurance, and when Fi tzsimons 
becomes a closure - that puts another 1,000 patients (outpatient 
and inpatients) into the VA Hospital system (which is already 
full). Yes, I know about CHAMPUS and DEAR programs, they also have 
the "fine printv. 

Is this your thank you to the veterans for keeping our country's 
freedoms? 

REMEMBER, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE YOUR JOB AS A MEMBER OF OUR CONGRESS, 
IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE VETERANS AND THEIR SACRIFICES. WHAT IS YOUR 
SACRIFICE? VETERANS COST THIS COUNTRY MONEY? SO DOES YOUR SALARY, 
YOUR OFFICE SPACE, YOUR MEDICAL AND RETIREMENT. SO WHAT DOES THIS 
COUNTRY'S FREEDOMS MEAN TO YOU? 

Please listen to the veterans; every POW has a story of their 
strengths, their desire, while in captivity, to come back to their 
beloved country. 

Veterans do not need this slap in the face. ..what they need is a 
slap on the back. 

Sincerely, 

~ouise Wakehouse 
963 So. Jamaica Street 
Aurora, CG 80012 

cc: Colorado Senator Hank Brown 
Colorado Senator Ben Campbell 
Colorado Representative Patricia Schroeder 
Colorado Representative David E. Skaggs 
Colorado Representative Scott McInnis 
Colorado Representative Wayne Allard 
Colorado Representative Joel M. Hefley 
Colorado Representative Dan Schaefer 
Aurora City Council, Aurora, CO 
B s Realignment & Closure Commission members, Dixon, Steele, 
C King, Cornella, Robles, Davis P Montoya 



March 2 3 ,  1995 

House Veterans' Affairs Committee 
The Honorable Bob Stump 
United Staates House of Representatives 
Cannon House Office Bldg 
1st & Independence Avenue S E 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bob Stump: 

Congratulations on your election to the Congress of the United 
States. We certainly have a wonderful country and a lot of 
freedoms that we can enjoy and I. for one, know that sacrifices 
must be made to keep these freedoms. 

MY husband , 
(~edically) 
dearly for 
had, had he 

Cpl ~onald L. Wakehouse, US 55 251 865 Army Retired . EX-POW of the Korean Police Action, fought and paid 
those exact freedoms . A freedom that yOJ would not have 

- not fought in that Police Action. nor any other veteran 
in a war. You would not have had your free election to our 
Congress had Hitler won. nor if the Japanese had won WW 11, nor if 
the Communist had won the Police Action in Korea. 

1 do not know if you are a veteran or not, I have not researched 
your resume. but please. stop and think, just where you, or this 
country would be, if it had not been for the veterans fighting to 
keep our freedoms. Now, how much does that mean to you? We keep 
hearing, veterans cost our country money. my thought. we would not 
have a free country, ii it weren1 t for the veterans. Our WWII 
veterans (age TO+) are in need of medical facilities now. Our WWII 
EX-PQW yeterazs "re i~ i t  ~ e e d  of medish1 i now. 
The closure of military hospitals places hardships on many of our 
aging veterans and their families. Medically retired military are 
living in the area of a military medical facility. Closure of 
Fitzsimons means uprooting of these aging veterans from their 
homes. and community to go where the military hospital is relocated 
(I believe Texas is the closest that has been mentioned for 
Colorado veterans) . 
Ifm sorry that you feel that our country can toss the veterans 
the wolves, so to speak) and deny them Fitzsimons ~edical ~acili 
and medical compensation £or their sacrifices. My ~onald has 
15 operations on his leg (a lot of them at Fitzsimonsi, ne: 
damage to his arm (bullet went through his wrist) . hearing 



seeing loss, heart problems, all of this stemming from his wounds 
and capture by the North Koreans and lack of medical care thereof. 

Another point, I'd like to make to you, is, Have you read a private 
medical insurance policy? My husband cannot be covered by any 
pre-condition injuries - - His leg, arm, ears, eyes and heart 
cannot be covered by private medical insurance, and when Fitzsimons 
becomes a closure - that puts another 1,000 patients (outpatient 
and inpatients) into the VA Hospital system (which is already 
full). Yes, I know about CHAMPUS and DEAR programs, they also have 
the "fine print". 

Is this your thank you to the veterans for keeping our country's 
freedoms? 

REMEMBE?., YOU WOULD NOT HAVE Y3VR JOE3 AS ki4ElG3ER OF OUR CONGRESS, 
IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE VETERANS AND THEIR SACRIFICES. WHAT IS YOUR 
SACRIFICE? VETERANS COST THIS COUNTRY MONEY? SO DOES YOUR SALARY, 
YOUR OFFICE SPACE, YOUR MEDICAL AND RETIREMENT. SO WHAT DOES THIS 
COUNTRY'S FREEDOMS MEAN TO YOU? 

Please listen to the veterans; every POW has a story of their 
strengths, their desire, while in captivity, to come back to their 
beloved country. 

Veterans do not need this slap in the face.. .what they need is a 
slap on the back. 

Sincerely, 

Louise J:' Wakehouse 
963 So. Jamaica Street 
Aurora, CO 80012 

cc: Colorado Senator Hank Brown 
Colorado Senator Ben Campbell 
Colorado Representative Patricia Schroeder 
Colorado Representative David E. Skaggs 
Colorado Representative Scott McInnis 
Colorado Representative Wayne Allard 
Colorado Representative Joel M. Hefley 
Colorado Representative Dan Schaefer 
Aurora City Council, Aurora, CO 
Base Realignment & Closure   om mission members, Dixon, Steele, 

I Cox, King, Cornella, Robles, Davis & 'Montoya 



March 23, 1995 

House Veterans' Affairs Committee 
The Honorable Bob Stump 
United Staates House of Representatives 
Cannon House Office Bldg 
1st & Independence Avenue S E 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bob Stump: 

Congratulations on your election to the Congress of the United 
States. We certainly have a wonderful country an.d a lot of 
freedoms that we can enjoy and I, for one, know that sacrifices 
must be made to keep these freedoms. 

My husband, Cpl Donald L. Wakehouse, US 55 251 865 Army Retired 
(Medically), EX-POW of the Korean Police Action, fought and paid 
dearly for those exact freedoms . A freedom that you would not have 
had, had he not fought in that Police Action, nor any other veteran 
in a war. You would not have had your free election to our 
Congress had Hitler won, nor if the Japanese had won WW 11, nor if 
the Communist had won the Police Action in Korea. 

I do not know if you are a veteran or not, I have not researched 
your resume, but please, stop and think, just where you, or this 
country would be, if it had not been for the veterans fighting to 
keep our freedoms. Now, how much does that mean to you? We keep 
hearing, veterans cost our country money, my thought, we would not 
have a free country, if it weren8 t for the veterans. Our WWII 
veterans (age 70+) are in need of medical facilities now. Our WWII 
EX-POW veterans are in critical need of medical facilities now. 
The closure of military hospitals places hardships on many of our 
aging veterans and their families. Medically retired military are 
living in the area of a military medical facility. Closure of 
Fitzsimons means uprooting of these aging veterans from their 
homes, and community to go where the military hospital is relocated 
(I believe Texas is the closest that has been mentioned for 
Colorado veterans) . 
I'm sorry that you feel that our country can toss the veterans (to 
the wolves, so to speak) and deny them Fitzsimons Medical Facility 
and medical compensation for their sacrifices. My Donald has had 
15 operations on his leg (a lot of them at Fitzsimons) , nerve 
damage to his arm (bullet went through his wrist) , hearing and 



seeing loss, heart problems, all of this stemming from his wounds 
and capture by the North Koreans and lack of medical care thereof. 

Another point, I'd like to make to you, is, Have you read a private 
medical insurance policy? My husband cannot be covered by any 
pre-condition injuries - - His leg, arm, ears, eyes and heart 
cannot be covered by private medical insurance, and when Fi tzsimons 
becomes a closure - that puts another 1,000 patients (outpatient 
and inpatients) into the VA Hospital system (which is already 
full). Yes, I know about CHAMPUS and DEAR programs, they also have 
the "fine printn. 

IS this your thank you to the veterans for keeping our country's 
freedoms? 

REMEMBER, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE YOUR JOB AS A MEMBER OF OUR CONGRESS, 
IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE VETERANS AND THEIR SACRIFICES. WHAT IS YOUR 
SACRIFICE? VETERANS COST THIS COUNTRY MONEY? SO DOES YOUR SALARY, 
YOUR OFFICE SPACE, YOUR MEDICAL AND RETIREMENT. SO WHAT DOES THIS 
COUNTRY'S FREEDOMS MEAN TO YOU? 

Please listen to the veterans; every POW has a story of their 
strengths, their desire, while in captivity, to come back to their 
beloved country. 

Veterans do not need this slap in the face.. .what they need is a 
slap on the back. 

Sincerely, 

~ouisg J. Wakehouse 
963 So. Jamaica Street 
.?kzrora, CO 80012 

cc: Colorado Senator Hank Brown 
Colorado Senator Ben Campbell 
Colorado Representative Patricia Schroeder 
Colorado Representative David E. Skaggs 
Colorado Representative Scott McInnis 
Colorado Representative Wayne Allard 
Colorado Representative Joel M. Hefley 
Colorado Representative Dan Schaefer 
Aurora City Council, Aurora, CO 

Cox, King, Cornella, Robles, Davis & Montoya 
d Base Realignment & Closure Commission members, Dixon, St ele, 



March 23, 1995 

House Veterans8 Affairs Committee 
The Honorable Bob Stump 
United Staates House of Representatives 
Cannon House Office Bldg 
1st & Independence Avenue S E 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bob Stump: 

Congratulations on your election to the Congress of the United 
States. We certainly have a wonderful country and a lot of 
freedoms that we can enjoy and I, for one, know that sacrifices 
must be made to keep these freedoms. 

My husband, Cpl Donald L. Wakehouse, US 55 251 865 ~ r m y  Retired 
(Medically), EX-POW of the Korean Police Action, fought and paid 
dearly for those exact freedoms . A freedom that yoli would not have 
had, had he not fought in that Police Action, nor any other veteran 
in a war. You would not have had your free election to our 
Congress had Hitler won, nor if the Japanese had won Ww 11, nor if 
the Communist had won the Police Action in Korea. 

I do not know if you are a veteran or not, I have not researched 
your resume, but please, stop and think, just where you, or this 
country would be, if it had not been for the veterans fighting to 
keep our freedoms. Now, how much does that mean tc) you? We keep 
hearing, veterans cost our country money, my thougk~t, we would not 
have a free country, if it weren't for the veterans. Our WWII 
veterans (age 70+) are in need of medical facilities now. Our WWII 
EX-POW veterans are i-rl critical neei; of nledical facilities now. 
The closure of military hospitals places hardships on many of our 
aging veterans and their families. Medically retired military are 
living in the area of a military medical facility. Closure of 
Fitzsimons means uprooting of these aging veterans from their 
homes, and community to go where the military hospitzal is relocated 
(I believe Texas is the closest that has been mentioned for 
Colorado veterans). 

I'm sorry that you feel that our country can toss t.he veterans (to 
the wolves, so to speak) and deny them Fitzsimons Medical Facility 
and medical compensation for their sacrifices. My Donald has had 
15 operations on his leg (a lot of them at Fit:zsimons) , nerve 
damage to his arm (bullet went through his wrist) , hearing and 



seeing loss, heart problems, all of this stemming from his wounds 
and capture by the North Koreans and lack of medica.1 care thereof. 

Another point, I'd like to make to you, is, Have you read a private 
medical insurance policy? My husband cannot be covered by any 
pre-condition injuries - - His leg, arm, ears, eyes and heart 
- 

cannot be covered by private medical insurance, and when Fitzsimons 
becomes a closure - that puts another 1,000 patients (outpatient 
and inpatients) into the VA Hospital system (which is already 
full) . Yes, I know about CHAMPUS and DEAR programs, they also have 
the "fine printv. 

Is this your thank you to the veterans for keeping our country's 
freedoms? 

REMEMEER, YOU WOULD E3C)T HAVE YOUR JOE AS A ME3BER CIF CTJP, CONGRESS, 
IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE VETERANS AND THEIR SACRIFICES. WHAT IS YOUR 
SACRIFICE? VETERANS COST THIS COUNTRY MONEY? SO DOES YOUR SALARY, 
YOUR OFFICE SPACE, YOUR MEDICAL AND RETIREMENT. SO WHAT DOES THIS 
COUNTRY'S FREEDOMS MEAN TO YOU? 

Please listen to the veterans; every POW has a story of their 
strengths, their desire, while in captivity, to come back to their 
beloved country. 

Veterans do not need this slap in the face ... what they need is a 
slap on the back. 

Sincerely, 

,- 

-" 
- - w = -  

L, 
Louise JH wakehouse 
963 So. Jamaica Street 
Aurora, CC) 80012 

cc: Colorado Senator Hank Brown 
Colorado Senator Ben Campbell 
Colorado Representative Patricia Schroeder 
Colorado Representative David E. Skaggs 
Colorado Representative Scott McInnis 
Colorado Representative Wayne Allard 
Colorado Representative Joel M. Hefley 
Colorado Representative Dan Schaefer 
Aurora City Council, Aurora, CO 
Base Realignment & Clos r Commission members, Dixon, Steele, 
Cox, King. Cornella, R g e s ,  Davis h Montoya 



March 23, 1995 

House Veterans' Affairs Committee 
The Honorable Bob Stump 
United Staates House of Representatives 
Cannon House Office Bldg 
1st & Independence Avenue S E 
washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bob Stump: 

Congratulations on your election to the Congress of the United 
States. We certainly have a wonderful country and a lot of 
freedoms that we can enjoy and I, for one, know that sacrifices 
must be made to keep these freedoms. 

My husband, Cpl Donald L. Wakehouse, US 55 251 865 Army Retired 
(Medically), EX-POW of the Korean Police Action, fought and paid 
dearly for those exact freedoms. A freedom that yolg would not have 
had, had he not fought in that Police Action, nor any other veteran 
in a war. You would not have had your free election to our 
Congress had Hitler won, nor if the Japanese had won WW 11, nor if 
the Communist had won the Police Action in Korea. 

I do not know if you are a veteran or not, I have not researched 
your resume, but please, stop and think, just where you, or this 
country would be, if it had not been for the veterans fighting to 
keep our freedoms. Now, how much does that mean to you? We keep 
hearing, veterans cost our country money, my thouglit, we would not 
have a free country, if it weren't for the veterans. Our WWII 
veterans (age TO+) are in need of medical facilities now. Our WWII 
&X-POW veterans are in critical need of medical facilities now. 
The closure of military hospitals places hardships on many of our 
aging veterans and their families. Medically retired military are 
living in the area of a military medical facility. Closure of 
Fitzsimons means uprooting of these aging veterans from their 
homes, and community to go where the military hospital is relocated 
(I believe Texas is the closest that has been mentioned for 
Colorado veterans) . 
I'm sorry that you feel that our country can toss the veterans (to 
the wolves, so to speak) and deny them ~itzsimons Medical ~acility 
and medical compensation for their sacrifices. My Donald has had 
15 operations on his leg (a lot of them at Fitzsimons) , nerve 
damage to his arm (bullet went through his wrist) , hearing and 



seeing loss, heart problems, all of this stemming from his wounds 
and capture by the North Koreans and lack of medical care thereof. 

Another point, I'd like to make to you, is, Have you read a private 
medical insurance policy? My husband cannot be covered by any 
pre-condition injuries - - His leg, arm, ears, eyes and heart 
cannot be covered by private medical insurance, and when Fitzsimons 
becomes a closure - that puts another 1,000 patients (outpatient 
and inpatients) into the VA Hospital system (which is already 
full) . Yes, I know about CHAMPUS and DEAR programs, they also have 
the "fine printu. 

Is this your thank you to the veterans for keeping our country's 
freedoms ? 

REMEMBER, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE YOUR JOB AS A MEMBER C)F OUR CONGRESS, 
IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE VETERANS AND THEIR SACRIFICES. WHAT IS YOUR 
SACRIFICE? VETERANS COST THIS COUNTRY MONEY? SO DOES YOUR SALARY, 
YOUR OFFICE SPACE, YOUR MEDICAL AND RETIREMENT. SO WHAT DOES THIS 
COUNTRY'S FREEDOMS MEAN TO YOU? 

Please listen to the veterans; every POW has a story of their 
strengths, their desire, while in captivity, to come back to their 
beloved country. 

Veterans do not need this slap in the face.. .what they need is a 
slap on the back. 

Sincerely, 

Louise J. Wakehouse 
963 So. Jamaica Street 
Aurora, CO 80012 

cc: Colorado Senator Hank Brown 
Colorado Senator Ben Campbell 
Colorado Representative Patricia Schroeder 
Colorado Representative David E. Skaggs 
Colorado Representative Scott McInnis 
Colorado Representative Wayne Allard 
Colorado Representative Joel M. Hefley 
Colorado Representative Dan Schaefer 
Aurora City Council, Aurora, CO 
Base Realignment & Closure ion members, Dixon, Steele, 
Cox, King, Cornella, & Montoya 



House Veterans' Affairs Committee 
The Honorable Bob Stump 
United Staates House of Representatives 
Cannon House Office Bldg 
1st & Independence Avenue S E 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Bob Stump: 

Congratulations on your election to the Congress of the United 
States. We certainly have a wonderful country and a lot of 
freedoms that we can enjoy and I, for one, know that sacrifices 
must be made to keep these freedoms. 

My husband, Cpl Donald L. Wakehouse, US 55 251 865 Army Retired 
(Medically), EX-POW of the Korean Police Action, fought and paid 
dearly for those exact freedoms. A freedom that yolk would not have 
had, had he not fought in that Police Action, nor any other veteran 
in a war. You would not have had your free election to our 
Congress had Hitler won, nor if the Japanese had won WW 11, nor if 
the Communist had won the Police Action in Korea. 

I do not know if you are a veteran or not, I have not researched 
your resume, but please, stop and think, just where you, or this 
country would be, if it had not been for the veterans fighting to 
keep our freedoms. Now, how much does that mean tc) you? We keep 
hearing, veterans cost our country money, my thought, we would not 
have a free country, if it weren' t for the veterans. Our WWII 
veterans (age 70+) are in need of medical facilities now. Our WWII 
aa-rqw veterans are in critical need of medical facilities now. 
The closure of military hospitals places hardships on many of our 
aging veterans and their families. Medically retired military are 
living in the area of a military medical facility. Closure of 
Fitzsimons means uprooting of these aging veterans from their 
homes, and community to go where the military hospi t:al is relocated 
(I believe Texas is the closest that has been mentioned for 
Colorado veterans) . 
I'm sorry that you feel that our country can toss the veterans (to 
the wolves, so to speak) and deny them Fitzsimons Medical Facility 
and medical compensation for their sacrifices. My Donald has had 
15 operations on his leg (a lot of them at Fit:ssimons), nerve 
damage to his arm (bullet went through his wrist;) , hearing and 



seeing loss, heart problems, all of this stemming from his wounds 
and capture by the North Koreans and lack of medical care thereof. 

Another point, I'd like to make to you, is, Have yo11 read a private 
medical insurance policy? My husband cannot be covered by any 
pre-condition injuries - - His leg, arm, ears, eyes and heart 
cannot be covered by private medical insurance, and when Fitzsimons 
becomes a closure - that puts another 1,000 patients (outpatient 
and inpatients) into the VA Hospital system (which is already 
full). Yes, I know about CHAMPUS and DEAR programs, they also have 
the ine printn. 

Is this your thank you to the veterans for keeping our country's 
freedoms ? 

REMEMBER, YOU WOULD NOT HAVE YOUR JOB AS A MEMBER OF OUR CONGRESS, 
IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE VETERANS AND THEIR SACRIFICES. WHAT IS YOUR 
SACRIFICE? VETERANS COST THIS COUNTRY MONEY? SO DOES YOUR SALARY, 
YOUR OFFICE SPACE, YOUR MEDICAL AND RETIREMENT. SO WHAT DOES THIS 
COUNTRY'S FREEDOMS MEAN TO YOU? 

Please listen to the veterans; every POW has a story of their 
strengths, their desire, while in captivity, to corne back to their 
beloved country. 

Veterans do not need this slap in the face ... what they need is a 
slap on the back. 

Sincerely, 

Louise d Wakehouse 
963 So. Ja.maica Street 
Aurora, CO 80012 

cc: Colorado Senator Hank Brown 
Colorado Senator Ben Campbell 
Colorado Representative Patricia Schroeder 
Colorado Representative David E. Skaggs 
Colorado Representative Scott McInnis 
Colorado Representative Wayne Allard 
Colorado Representative Joel M. Hefley 
Colorado Representative Dan Schaefer 
Aurora City Council, Aurora, CO 
Base Realignment & Closure Commission members, Dixon, Stele, 
COX, $ng, Cornella, Robles, Davis h Montoya 



Suscauxr G. John . 
1816-5. Clorkson St. 
Oenwr, co 88289-4384 
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a Old (;Ion, 

Susonno G. John 
1816-5. Clorkson St. 
Oenwr, CO BBZ09-4384 
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FUTURE OF FITZSIMONS INITIATIVE 
1/We believe that the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Fitzsimons Army Medical 
Center on the Base Closure List. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado,, We need and w q  , , . - i t 1  ' 

. _ , \  

FAMC in our community! J . , 
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T be l i eve  that t h e  Base Realignment ancl Closure 
Cormnission must not  inc lude  F i t z s i m n s  Army Medicai 
Center on the Base Closure L i s t .  

F i t z s i m n s  is a v i t a l  gart of the Mi l i t a ry  Medical 
Community f o r  our 14 s ate regicq and for Colorado. W e  
need and want 
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I/We believe that the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Fitzsimons Army Medical 
Center on  the Base Closure List. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC i n  our oomm)liriy! ,,- C 

SIGNATURE z/ 
',A) r )R c 2> / L. 4 2- 6- ,VI L-- A,/ - F 

ADDRESS / *f)>B 3 r-  ,+&/- : ,~/?-  
7 

CITY 4,- /&' ,,, ,L! STATE Gd a p  [f;~~;'/ L 
g>. -J :#' a /-, ,-A- DATE 7 -) 
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1787 1 East Iowa Avenue 
Aurora, CO 80017 
March 25, 1995 

Commission Members 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

I grew up in Aurora, having moved here in 1967. 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center is an integral part of this community 
and must remain so. 

It is unbelievable to me that you could consider closi-ng Fitzsimons 
after closing Lowry Air Force Base just last year. 

Please reconsider -- remove Fitzsimons from the closure list -- 

Yours truly, 
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13932 E. Arizona Avenue 
Aurora, CO 80012 
March 26, 1995 

Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Greetings: 

Numerous studies have been conducted proving the econon~ic value of 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center (FAMC) to the Department of Defense. 

Design money was allocated for a new hospital and a poher plant which 
will cost in excess of $20 million is currently under construction. 

The Aurora/Denver community willingly gave up Lowry Air Force Base with 
its closure just last year. 

HOW COULD ANY THINKING PERSON EVEN CONSIDER CLOSING FAMC WITH ITS' 
VITAL MISSION, BOTH IN PEACETIME AND IN TIME OF WAR, COMBINED WITH ITS' 
LONG HISTORY OF EXCELLENCE. 

Please remove Fitzsimons Army Medical Center from the BRAC list. 

Sincerely, 
A 



FUTURE OF FITZSIMONS INITIATIVE 
I believe that the Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
must not include Fitzsimons Army Medical Center on the 
Base Closure Iist . 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our community! 
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-. Closing Fitz is a breach . 

t $ U S  ' .  

bf contract for11 mil1ion:vets .. .< 

' . ,q$, , 1 1' r 

A s a long-standing supporter of this isn't a budget cut 'at  all; it's a 
efforts to reduce the federal bureaucratic game of musical 

deficit, The Po3t does not expect chairs - a t  the expense of Ameri- 
Colorado to be exempted from the ca's fighting men and women. 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- ' To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ical Center is not an economy move. ed States.wil1 never get involved in 
I t  is a bald-faced betrayal o f m s  , another war, we could eventually -- 
nqtion's obligations to 1 m i l l i o n ~ ~ -  close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
tive-duty military personnel, their 'such guarantee can be giveil this 
la?n?ries ana retlrees who rely on side of paradise. ' ' 

Fitzsl-r the medical care - ' What America can guarantee - 
fney were p%mised when t h e y j ~  'and is honor bound to guarantee - 
-s nae-tHnTheir country's call. is that if our sons and daughters are 
-0tested called upon to risk their lives in de- 
pr;evious rounds of base closings in fense of their nation they will be en- 
Colorado when the Pentagon could titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons .. 
show that the job could be done has provided for v12terans of two 1, 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that world wars, the Korean and Viet- 
the reduced size of the U.S. military,. nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
+ant it could do without such fa- war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
cifities. Neither of those is the case but equally vital missions. 
a c ~ i t z .  .. - The independent Defense Base 

Fitzsimons is the only actcredited Closure and Realignment Commis- 
military medical center in a giant sion will review the (:losings recom- 
It'-state region. As a top teaching mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
h6spita1, Fitz retains close ties with retary William Perry. They must 
the nearby University of Colorado then be accepted or rejected in their 
ppalth Sciences Center to promote entirety by Congress and the presi- , 
advanced research. And it is pio-, dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
Geering the development of "tele- saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- ' 

medicine" whereby - using p e n -  mission to take an honest look a t  its 
ver's unsurpassed location for' costs and its mission. 
one-bounce global satellite commu- I t  would be morally wrong for 
hlcations - doctors a t  Fitzsimons this newspaper to pr3test the justi- 
%duld help treat wounded soldiers . fied closing of a facility in our re- 
On battlefields anywhere in the * ,  gion. But it also is rnorally wrong 
~ , o r l d .  ,, for the military to rtzcommend un- 
. ,,,Finally, Fitzsimons, which is  justly closing a facility that effi- 
closely integrated with other Den- ciently and economic:ally serves a 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- peacetime mission in the region and 
saster plan, is the only U.S. Army' a wartime mission for the nation, 
hospital that can expand immedi-, " We are confident that, an honest 
8tely to take care of large numbers accounting of the mission and cost 
iif' casualtie should American sol- of operating Fitzsimons as compar- 
diers become involved in combat. ed to providing similar care through 
;,.,,Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false the private sector will show its 
$Gonomy. An independent 1991 worth. But, we also urge the com- 
study demonstrated that it was mission3,tb recognize that Fitzsi- 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- mons \is different than' the other 
simons than to provide it from the, , training or.operation facilities they 
Evilian sector through the CHAM- will study.:'! . : ! 
PUS program. In fact, an updated Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
'k'alysis by Aurora Mayor Paul itary medical care ultimately goes 
Tauer indicates i t  would cost as  ,$ beyond questions of cost-benefit 
huch  as  $34 million a year more to analysis to a test of national honor. 
provide that care through private ; Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred , 

facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. trust this nation owe,; to the men 
uuSo, why is Fitzsimons being tar- and women who risk their lives in 
g ~ t e d  a t  all? The problem from a ' defense of flag add country. 
bureaucratic standpoint is that clos- ' ' Closing Fitz is mo1.e than false 1 

ikg Fitz trims one part of the Ar-, economy. It's a breach of faith tb 
my's budget while shifting costs to Xi%&a's veterans - P s t  and fu-  -.. 
other federal programs. In short, = 
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hlarch 2.7. 1995 

General J. B. Davis, USAF (Retired) 
Commissioner, Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Aslington, Virginia 22209 

Dcar General Davis: 

MY purpose in writing is to seek your help in averting the closure of the Fitzsimons ibmy Medical Center in 
Aurora, Colorado. This Center has served ow nation extremely well since its dedication; especially during the 
dark and uncertain days of World War Two through Desert Storm. I have become well acquainted and have 
acquired a tremendous appreciation for FMK since my arrival in Denver, Colorado in 1968 while on active duty 
with the United States htfarine Corps. Our youngest daughter uas born in FAMC and I underwent major surgev 
there twice, which included the fusion of three cervical vertebra - a service connect:d injury. At present I am an 
outpatient in five of its many clinics and am receiving quality care. FAMC has been a Godsend to the active dut?. 
and military retired community in the region being served. And now, I do not know how, where or if my medical 
needs will be met if FAMC is closed. I am shocked and disappointed deeply that F'AMC is on the Base Closure 
List. This is in sharp contradiction to what was being told to me during the 1940s. 1950s, and 1!)60s while I was 
pursuing a military career in the LJnited States Marine Corps. The promises of a lifetime of medical care. 
commissary and post exchange privileges were the recurring theme when it was re-enlistment time. Based on this 
mcdivation I continued to re-enlist to serve our nation. 

Fitrsimons serves a vast area. consisting of some 12 states for the active duty and rstiretl members in the region. 
It has fulfilled its mission in the past and can no doubt fulfill any present or future mission. The Buckley Air 
National Guard Baqe with excellent runways is nearby for use. Additionally, the newst and largest airport in the 
world is adjacent and a true magnet which should be complemented by a major mdiiary presence. (I speak of the 
imposing Denver International L4qort). Given this, it makes perfectly good sense to proceed with the 
corlstruction of a new Fitzsimons . b y  Medical Center. It is my understandmg that some $225 million was 
appropriated previously for this purpose. And when the former Lowry Air Force Base was closed, the 
AuroraDenver areas suffered economically with that closure; my dental, commissary, and post exchange 
privileges suffered likewise. Fitzsimons has been a boon to the economic well bt:ing of this area. I urge you 
strongly to oppose the closure of FAhE.  I respecfilly request that the Fitzsimclns Army Medical Center be 
granted a new lease on life. 

General Davis. I served our nation overseas in all three of' its major wars starting pith World War Two. I was 
proud to serve our nation as a U. S. Marine. It's rather disconcerting to me to find that my (promised) lifetime 
military hospitalization benefits are on the verge of being diminished or eluninated. I am 69 years of age and 
simply cannot abruptly move to a new location or base where military hospitali,!ation, commissary and post 
exchange benefits are available. hilost of our family, two daughters and three grand;hildren reside in the Denver 
Metro area. Again, I respectfully seek your support in preserving the Fitzsimons :irmy Medical Center. I will 
appreciate hearing from you in this regard. ?'his matter is critical to many, many others and myelf. Aurora 
needs Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

Thank you General Davis and I will await your reply. 

Respectfully, 

h 4 ~ 4 Y  
Paul L. Kerezsi, Sergeant R4ajor, U.S. Marine Corps (Ketired) 
12495 E. 6th Place, Aurora, CO 8001 1 Telephone: 303-366-6524 



- . ,  , . 
March 27, 1995 

Rear Admiral Benjamin F. hlontoya, USN (Retired) 
C'ommissioner. Defense Base Reahgnment and Closure <:ommission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Rear Admiral Montoya: 

hly purpose in writing is to seek your help in averting the closure of the Fitzsi~nons Army Rlledical Center in 
Aurora, Colorado. This Center has served our nation extremely well since its dedication; especially during the 
dark and uncertain davs of World War Two through Desert Storm. I have become well acquainted and have 
acquired a tremendous appreciation for Fm1C since my arrival in Denver, Colorado in 1968 while on active duty 
with the United States Marine Corps. Our youngest daughter was born in FA,bIC itnd I underwent major surget? 
there twice, which included the hsion of three cervical vertebra - a service conneci ed injury. At present I am an 
outpatient in five of its many c b c s  and am receiving quality care. FL#4C has been a Godsend to the active duty 
and military retired community in the region being sewed. And now, I do not know how, where or if my medical 
needs will be met if FAMC is closed. I am shocked and di9appointed deeply that 1;AMC is on the Base Closure 
List. This is in sharp contradiction to what was being told to me during the 1940s. 1950s, and 1960s while I was 
pursuing a military career in the United States Marine Corps. The promises c f  a lifetime (of medical care, 
commissary and post exchange privileges were the recurring theme when it was re-enlistment time. Based on this 
motivation I continued to re-enlist to serve our nation. 

Fitzsirnons serves a vast area, consisting of some 12 states for the active duty and retired members in the region. 
It has hlfrled its mission in the past and can no doubt fiulfi any present or futufe mission. The Buckley Air 
National Guard Base with excellent runways is nearby for use. Additionally, the newest and largest airport in the 
world is adjacent and a true magnet which should be complemented by a major mili~ary presence. (I speak of the 
imj~osing Denver International h-port). Given this, it makes perfectly good sense to proceed with the 
cor~struction of a new Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. It is my understanding that some $225 million was 
appropriated previously for this purpose. And when the former Lowry Air Farce Base was closed, the 
AuroraDenver areas suffered economically with that closure; my dental, co~nnissluy, and post exchange 
privileges suffkred likewise. Fitzsimons has been a boon to the economic well bring of this area. I urge you 
strcmgly to oppose the closure of FAMC. I respectfully request that the Fitzsimons Army Medical Center bc: 
granted a new lease on life. 

Rear Admiral bfontoya, I served our nation overseas in all three of it9 major wars st,il-ting with World War Two. 
I was proud to serve our nation as a U. S. Marine. It's rather disconcerting to mc to find that my (promised) 
lifetime military hospitalization benefits are on the verge of being diminished or elirmnated. I am 69 years of age 
and simply cannot abruptly move to a new location or base where military hospitalization, commissary and post 
exchange benefits are available. Most of our family, two daughters and three grandchildren reside in the Denver 
Metro area. Again, I respectfully seek your support in preserving the Fitzsimons Amy Medical Center. I will 
appreciate hearing from you in this regard. This matter is critical to many, many others and myself. Aurora 
needs Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

Tharlk you Rear Adlniral Montoya, and I will await your reply. 

44-&+ 
Paul L. Kerezsi, Sergeant Major, 1J.S. Marine Corps (Retired) 
12495 E. 6th Place, CO 8001 1 Telephone: 303-3664524 







T am a senior Master Sgt., Retired Air Force - Fitzsimons Army 

Hospital i n  Denver is essential to many retired families medical nee&. 

Please do whatever you can to get it off the base c1osu:re list. 

W W  Laurence E. Dolezal 

SlGgt. USAF Retired 
P.O. J3ox 26 
Ohio City ,  Colorado 81237 



Denpis C. Foust, BMC,USCG (RET) 
10170 West 14th Place 

A,. Lakewood, Colorado 80215 

j D -  015 
The Honorable Wi l l i am J. C l in ton  
President o f  the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

27 March 1995 

Dear President Cl inton,  

We re t i ree lve te rans  here i n  Colorado are  disappointed and 
deeply concerned t h a t  the  Do0 and the Department of the  Army have 
noninated Fitzsimons Army Medical Center as a nominee f o r  the  next 
round o f  base closures as p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

Although FAMC is a "Stand Alones hosp i ta l ,  i t  i s  a major 
m i l i t a r y  medical t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  and a reg iona l  .Leadu hcsr ' ,a l  
se rv ic ing  a c t i v e  duty and re t i ree /ve te rans  i n  14 st'ates. 

I 

A second considerat ion i s  t he  s t r a t e g i c  importance of having a 
major m i l i t a r y  medical h o s p i t a l  located i n  the middle o f  the country 
where i t  could serve e i t h e r  coast i n  the  event o f  a na t i ona l  
catastrophe. 

I n  addd i t ion  t o  the a c t i v e  duty m i l i t a r y  personnel remaining i n  
Denver, FAMC provides medical care f o r  70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  
dependents i n  the  catchment area around FAMC. Closing Fitzsimons 
w i l l  c reate  a severe f i n a n c i a l  hardship on these people, many whose 
average pension i s  only $12,000 per year. M i l i t a r y  ~ l idows receive 
even less .  

These are people who dedicated t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  t he  hardships, 
uncer ta in ty  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  low income o f  m i l i t a r y  serv ice  and were 
promised i n  re turn ,  l i f e  t ime medical care f o r  themselves and t h e i r  
dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  deferred earned compensation wh i le  they 
were on a c t i v e  duty.  No one ever got r i c h  serving i n  the  m i l i t a r y .  

We urge you M r .  President t o  consider these f ac t s  when you 
review and make your f i n a l  decis ion on the ERAC recommendations. 
Our w e l l  being and medical secur i t y  i s  j u s t  as important now as 
na t i ona l  secu r i t y  was dur ing WW 11, Korea and Vietnam. We have made 
the sac r i f i ces ,  our country i t ' s  promises. 

- 
DENNIS C. FOUST 



The Honorable W i l l i a m  J. C l i n t o n  
Pres ident  o f  t h e  Un i ted  States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

27 March 1995 

Dear Pres ident  C l i n ton ,  

We r e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  here i n  Colorado a r e  d isappo in ted  and 
deeply concerned t h a t  t h e  DoD and t h e  Department of  t h e  Army have 
noninated F i tzs imons Army Medica l  Center as a  nominee f o r  t h e  next  
round o f  base c losures  as p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

Although FAMC i s  a  'Stand Alone" h o s p i t a l ,  i t  i s  a  major 
m i l i t a r y  medical  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  and a  r e g i o n a l  "Lead" h o s p i t a l  
s e r v i c i n g  a c t i v e  duty  and r e t i r e e l v e t e r a n s  i n  14 s ta tes .  

A second cons idera t ion  i s  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  importance o f  having a 
major m i l i t a r y  medical  h o s p i t a l  l oca ted  i n  t h e  middle o f  t h e  country  
where i t  cou ld  serve e i t h e r  coast i n  t h e  event o f  a n a t i o n a l  
catastrophe. 

I n  a d d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  duty  m i l i t a r y  personnel  remaining i n  
Denver, FAMC prov ides  medica l  care f o r  70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  
dependents i n  t h e  catchment area around FAMC. C los ing  F i tzs imons 
w i l l  c rea te  a  severe f i n a n c i a l  hardship on these people, many whose 
average pension i s  on ly  $12,000 per  year. M i l i t a r y  widows rece ive  
even less .  

These a r e  people who dedicated t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  the  hardships,  
unce r ta in t y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l o w  income o f  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  and were 
promised i n  r e t u r n ,  l i f e  t ime  medica l  care f o r  them:selves and t h e i r  
dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  de fer red  earned compensiation w h i l e  they 
were on a c t i v e  duty. No one ever go t  r i c h  se rv ing  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

We urge you M r .  Pres ident  t o  consider these f a c t s  when you 
review and make your f i n a l  dec i s ion  on t h e  BRAC recommendations. 
Our w e l l  be ing and medical  s e c u r i t y  i s  j u s t  as impor tan t  now as 
n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  was du r ing  WW 11, Korea and Vietnam. We have made 
t h e  s a c r i f i c e s ,  our  country  should keep i t ' s  promises. 

S incere ly ,  

u 
ALVARO R. GONZALEZ 
LTC USA (RETI 
7586 PARKVIEW HTN. 
LITTLETON, CO 80127 



The Honorable W i l l i am  3 .  Cl i n ton  
President o f  t h e  Uni ted States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

27 March 1995 

Dear President C l in ton ,  

We re t i r ee i ve te rans  here i n  Colorado are  d isappointed and 
deeply concerned t h a t  t h e  DoD and t he  Department o f  t h e  Army have 
noninated Fi tzsimons Army Medical  Center as a  nominee f o r  t h e  next 
round o f  base closures as p a r t  o f  BRAC 111. 

Although FAMC i s  a  "Stand Alonen hosp i ta l ,  i t  i s  a major 
m i l i t a r y  medical  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  and a  r eg iona l  "Lead" h o s p i t a l  
se r v i c i ng  a c t i v e  duty and re t i r ee / ve te rans  i n  14 s ta tes .  

A second considerat ion i s  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  impor1:ance o f  having a  
major m i l i t a r y  medical h o s p i t a l  loca ted i n  t he  middle o f  t h e  country 
where i t  could serve e i t h e r  coast i n  t he  event o f  a n a t i o n a l  
catastrophe. 

I n  addd i t i on  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  duty m i l i t a r y  perscvnnel remaining i n  
Denver, FAMC provides medical care f o r  70,000 r e t i r e e s  and t h e i r  
dependents i n  t he  catchment area around FAMC. Clos ing Fi tzsimons 
will create a  severe f i n a n c i a l  hardship on these pe'ople, many whose 
average pension i s  on ly  $12,000 per year. M i l i t a r y  widows rece ive  
even less .  

These are  people who dedicated t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  t h e  hardships, 
uncer ta in ty  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  low income o f  m i l i t a r y  se rv i ce  and were 
promised i n  re tu rn ,  l i f e  t ime medical care f o r  themselves and t h e i r  
dependents as p a r t  o f  t h e i r  de fer red earned compensation wh i l e  they 
were on a c t i v e  duty.  No one ever got  r i c h  serv ing  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

We urge you M r .  President t o  consider these f a c t s  when you 
review and make your f i n a l  dec is ion  on the  BRAC recommendations. 
Our w e l l  being and medical  secu r i t y  i s  j u s t  as important  now as 
n a t i o n a l  secu r i t y  was dur ing  WW X I ,  Korea and Vietnam. We have made 
the  s a c r i f i c e s ,  our country should keep i t ' s  promises. 



0~~1111ellt Separator 



FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I/We believe that the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Fitzsimons Army Medical 
Center on the Base Closure List. 
Rtzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our comm , 'ty! 

\ '  
4 7, 1 - A -L 
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l .21 Mar 1995 

Admiral Benjamin Montoya USN(Ret) 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
1700 N. Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Admiral Montoya: 

As a Retired Marine and a charter member of the Retired 
Military Veterans of Weld County here in Greeley, Coiorado, I 
would like to express my concern with the closing of Fitzsimons 
Army Medical Center in Aurora. 

I am quite aware that the Federal Government has to make some 
hard decisions in order to cut waste and spending iind I applaud 
your efforts. I am also aware that, every time t11e government 
tries to close an obsolete military facility, the whole 
neighborhood comes up in arms and starts complainirig about the 
impact on the surrounding coummunity and gets their local 
congressman to fight to retain it on those grounds,. 

I don't believe that the loss of civilian jobs in the 
surrounding community or the amount of government rloney the 
facility spends in that coummunity should have any bearing on the 
decision. The only factor to consider is whether the government 
needs that facility and is getting their money's worth out of it. 

However, Fitzsimons serves another purpose which no one has 
mentioned yet. They provide medical care for a great many retired 
military personnel and loss of that hospital would impose a severe 
financial burden on many of them. 

I have written a letter to Congresswoman Schroeder as she is 
the most concerned with it proposing what I think is a sensible 
solution to the problem from all view points and I offer you a 
copy of that letter in the hopes that you will consider it also. 

The retired military were promised certain berkefits, 
including medical care, in exchange for twenty or more years of 
active duty and "promises made should be promises kept". 

Sincerely, 

H. W. BUSS 
Gunnery Sergeant 
U. S. Marine Corps (Retired) 

417 35th Avenue 
Greeley, CO 80634 



21 Mar 1995 

Pat Schroeder 
U. S. House of Representatives 
2208 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Ms. Schroeder: 

I am a resident of Greeley and, therefore, not one of your 
constituents or even a Democrat but I have an idea that I hope you 
will listen to which might do both of us some good. 

I am a retired Marine Corps Gunnery Sergeant and a charter 
member of the Retired Military Veterans of Weld Co~nty. In fact, 
I wrote the column in the Greeley Tribune which sp3rked the 
organization. 

Our primary goal is to voice our concerns over an apparent 
trend to reduce or eliminate certain benefits that were promised 
to us as incentives to remain on active duty for twenty or more 
years. One of our chieL' concerns is lack of milit,lry medical 
care, which, next to our retired pay, is probably the most 
important incentive promised to us. However, todall I am speaking 
personally rather than a member of the group. 

One of the biggest concerns recently for the :retired military 
community in Colorado is the government's decision to close 
Fitzsimons Army Hospital which is also one of your major concerns. 

Most of the publicity I have heard locally about the closure 
seems to be the loss of approximately two thousand jobs in the 
city of Aurora. The hospital is not there to prov:.de civilian 
jobs for the city of Aurora; it is there to provide medical care 
for Armed Forces personnel in fourteen states. 

What nobody is talking about, at least publicl.y, is the fact 
that a great number of retired military personnel, many of them 
fully retired, depend on that facility for medical care. 

The Department of Defense will see to it that the active duty 
personnel currently treated at that facility will be treated at 
another military facility somewhere else and I'm sure the same 
will hold true for their families but the retired c:ommunity, 
approximately 200,000 of them in Colorado alone, will be left with 
little or nothing. Fort Carson, the Air Force Academy and Warren 
Air Force Base will not be able to help as they are already 
strained to the limit. If the retired personnel are forced to go 
to the private sector for care, even using our CHAPIPUS 
alternative, it would impose a severe financial burden on many of 
them as CHAMPUS does not cover the entire cost. I haven't needed 
to use the Fitzsinons Hospital myself. For what medical care my 



w i f e  and  d a u g h t e r  h a v e  needed  w e  h a v e  u sed  CHAMPUS. I c a n  show 
you s t a t i s t i c s  showing  t h a t  I h a v e  h a d  t o  p a y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50% o f  
t h o s e  costs d u e  t o  t h e  i n a d e q u a c i e s  and  q u i r k s  of  t h a t  p rogram.  

A  f r i e n d  o f  mine r e c e n t l y  underwent  p ros t ra te  s u r g e r y  a t  
F i t z s i m o n s  and  f e e l s  t h a t  the t r e a t m e n t  he r e c e i v e d  there w a s  
o u t s t a n d i n g .  Had h e  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  h a v e  i t  done  h e r e  i n  G r e e l e y ,  
h i s  share of  the c o s t  would h a v e  b e e n  a c o u p l e  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  
o v e r  and  a b o v e  what CHAMPUS would h a v e  p a i d .  

The government  d i d  n o t  p r o m i s e  h im a l l  t h o s e  y e a r s  h e  s p e n t  
on a c t i v e  d u t y  t h a t  t h e y  would p a y  p a r t  o f  h i s  m e d i c a l  care; t h e y  
p r o m i s e d  h im t h a t  t h e y  would p a y  f o r  a l l  of  i t .  

I r e a l i z e  t ha t  t h e  government  i s  i n  a b i n d  and  must  make some 
d r a s t i c  c u t s  i n  s p e n d i n g  b u t  i t  s h o u l d  remember t h a t  it made a l o t  
o f  p r o m i s e s  t o  a l o t  o f  p e o p l e  and  s h o u l d  k e e p  t h o s e  promises, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  l i v e d  up t o  o u r  part  o f  t h e  
b a r g a i n  and  it  is  t o o  l a t e  f o r  u s  t o  change  o u r  mi?ds .  P e r h a p s  
t h e r e  is a way f o r  t h e  government  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e i r  g o a l s  and 
s t i l l  k e e p  t h o s e  p r o m i s e s .  

R e c e n t l y ,  I s p o k e  t o  S e n a t o r  Brown and  Congressman A l l a r d  on 
t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I t o l d  them o f  a p rog ram b e i n g  condi lc ted  i n  
N o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a  c a l l e d  PRIMUS C l i n i c s .  To t h e  best of  my 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  government  c o n t r a c t s  c i v i l i a n  c l i n i c s  t o  
p r o v i d e  o u t p a t i e n t  m e d i c a l  care f o r  a c t i v e  and  r e t : ~ r e d  m i l i t a r y  
p e r s o n n e l  i n  tha t  area which t a k e s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  l o a d  o f f  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .  They a l s o  are  able t o  r e f e r  p a t i e n t s  t o  
t h e  l a r g e r  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  tha t  area ( D e w i t t ,  B e t h e s d a  and  
Walter Reed ~ o s p i t a l s )  f o r  what t h e y  c a n n o t  h a n d l e .  

U s i n g  a t a k e - o f f  on t h a t  i d e a ,  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  i f  F i t z s i m o n s  
were t o  r ema in  open  as a c i v i l i a n  owned f a c i l i t y ,  most, i f  n o t  
a l l ,  o f  t he  jobs i n  q u e s t i o n  would c o u l d  be s a v e d  f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  
A u r o r a ,  n o t  t o  men t ion  a d d i t i o n a l  jobs as t h e  new owners  h i r e  
c i v i l i a n  doctors and  t e c h n i c i a n s  t o  replace the m i l . i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  
c u r r e n t l y  a s s i g n e d .  S u r e l y ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  is w o r t h  a l o t  more that 
way t h a n  as simple rea l  e s t a t e  n e e d i n g  d e m o l i t i o n  and  new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

I f  the government  were t o  o f f e r  the h o s p i t a l  for sa le  a t  a 
r e d u c e d  p r i c e ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  new owners  c o u l d  be i n d ~ . c e d  t o  c o n t r a c t  
t o  t h e  government  f o r  m e d i c a l  care f o r  r e t i r e d  p e r s o n n e l .  I t  
would e l i m i n a t e  CHAMPUS as t h e  m i d d l e  man and  p r o b a b l y  be c h e a p e r  
i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  P e r h a p s  the  government  c o u l d  a l s c  i n c l u d e  
i n c e n t i v e s  s u c h  as l o a n  g u a r a n t e e s  f o r  a n y  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  needed .  
A n o t h e r  i n c e n t i v e  t h e y  c o u l d  u s e  would be t o  t u r n  i t  o v e r  c o m p l e t e  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  equ ipmen t  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  u t i l i z e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  
equ ipment  b e i n g  moved o u t  and w i n d i n g  up as s u r p l u s  government  
p r o p e r t y  c o s t i n g  a f o r t u n e  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r ,  r e - i s s u e  somewhere e l se  
or d i s p o s e  o f .  



I f  t h i s  were a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  t h e  c i t y  o f  Auro ra  would g a i n  a 
new m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  f o r  i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  a g r e a t  number o f  j obs  
would be s a v e d  and  g a i n e d ,  some o f  the  f e d e r a l  money would s t i l l  
come i n t o  t h e  community,  w e  r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  would s t i l l  
h a v e  o u r  medical care and  you would come o f f  s m e l l i n g  l i k e  a rose 
l o r  s o l v i n g  t h e  p rob l em.  

Shou ld  you d e c i d e  t o  p u r s u e  t h i s  i d e a ,  I c a n  a l m o s t  a s s u r e  
you that  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  s u p p o r t  you ,  t h e y  w i l l  
he lp  you i n  a n y  way p o s s i b l e  a n d ,  I a m  p o s i t i v e ,  t h a t  a l m o s t  e v e r y  
o t h e r  v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a te  w i l l  f e e l  t h e  same. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

H. W .  BUSS 
Gunnery S e r g e a n t ,  
U .  S. Mar ine  Corps ( l i e t i r e d )  

417 3 5 t h  Avenue 
G r e e l e y ,  CO 80631 
( 3 0 3 )  353-5708 

Copies to :  S e n a t o r  Hank Brown 
S e n a t o r  Ben C a m p b e l l  
Congressman Wayne A l l a r d  
D e f e n s e  B a s e  Rea l i gnmen t  & C l o s u r e  C o m i n i t t e e  
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17 March 1995 

Mr. Lee Kling 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Kling: 

I am a concerned citizen of the City of Aurora trnd I am writing to 
urge you, The Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission, to 
reconsider the closing of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

FAMC serves as a regional health care center for fourteen (14 
midwestern states, the largest geographic region of any DQD medical 
center and serves as an important medical training facility for the 
U.S. Army. It also serves eleven ( 1 1 ; 1  other military 
installations; therefore, I cannot understand why this Hospital is 
considered invaluable to the Army and DOD. Buckley ANGB will soon 
have more than 3,000 military personnel on its base by the end of 
1996. Where will they get their best medical care? Not at B u c k l e y  
ANGB, and local hospitals will be too crowded so please, PLEASE 
RECONSIDER. 

Sincerely, 

NAME : 

ADDRESS: 



Docull~el-t S eparator 



Ciuc, d5A c&> 
JAMES H. DAMERON \ 

, 
1171 8 East Alaska Avenue A V 
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wet Aurora, Colorado fee 
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DATE: \ 

DATE I SIGNED 
SEND WHITE AND PlNK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. PlNK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 



FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I/We believe that the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Fitzsimons Army Medical 
Center on the Base Closure List. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. we need and want 
FAMC in our community! 

...- - 
1.r . . . ,'; . . / .  . 

PRINTED NAME ' i .  
..a . 

/ 

. ' .  . - \ 1 
P - . , , ; .  , - . . . 

CITY STATE '--- ZIP , - !  

, . / , ? /  ;? / - I  





DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT CC)MMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. V A  22209 
703-696-0504 

March 10, 1995 

Mr. Wallace J. Aiken 
1393 I East Marina Drive #604 
Aurora, CO 80014 

Dear Mr. Aiken: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Rea1ignmt:nt Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure yoil that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closurr: and Realignment 
Commission 

David S.  tyiec 
StafiDirecro; 





FUTURE OF FlTZSlMONS INITIATIVE 
I/We believe that the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Rtzsimons Army Medical 
Center on the Base Closure List. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our oommunity! 

SIGNATURE &~ 
PRINTED NAME ~ec!J A ke 
ADDRESS / .  3 L 0 6 I - - 2kc- - c 4, ,, 

/ 

DATE 



Documellt Separator 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT CC)MMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 1 0, 1995 

Ms. Leda Janke 
13606 East Bates #2 12 
Aurora, CO 80014 

Dear Ms. Janke: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
inforrnation pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the inforrnation 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 



I Donald B. Grauberger,  M / s ~ ~  Ret USA 

12532 E. 31sf. Ave. 
[l, [ Aurora, 00. , 80011-1805 

(303 ) 366-2'505 
4 March 1995 

Senator  Ben Nighthorse Campbell 
1129 Pennsylva,nia 

, *&AQI rf  P / > r , -  Denver, Cog 80203 a, 
bPAr- 

Honorable S i r :  

I a m  no t  i n  t h e  h a b i t  of w r i t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  l e t t e r s ;  however ycmr announcement yes- 
t e r d a y  of your p a r t y  change s t r u c k  me. I want t o  congra tu l a t e  you on being a Man 
of i n t e g r e t y .  

I guess  I have followed your c a r e e r  c l o s e l y  because I have a smal l  amount of 
American Indian  Blood--dating back t o  1730 i n  t h e  Delaware Nai.ion. I ha.ve been 
a r e g i s t e r e d  Republican s i n c e  1936 he re  i n  Colorado. 

I'll b e t  t o o ,  t h a t  Perk Vickers  of Hinsdale  County i n  Lalte C i t y  w i l l  a l s o  be 
overjoyed t o  heare  of your P a r t y  Change. He's been a n  a c t i v e  Republican longer  than  
I have. 

I have been a M i l i t a r y  Servant  of  ouY count ry  f o r  a lop:  time--since 1942. 
I a m  one of  those  R e t i r e e s  who f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  were promised "Life-time"Medica1 
Care f o r  s e l f  & dependents.  I have been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  Fitz:;imons Army Medical 
Center  f o r  47 yea r s  as M i l i t a r y  Medic and Civ i l  s e r v a n t  i n  t h e  F i t z  Laboratory. 
When I r e t i r e d  from t h e  Army i n  1965 I was NCOIC of  t h e  Blood Bank. L a t e r  I r e -  
tu rned  as a C i v i l i a n  Medical Laboratory Technologist  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n   emt to lo^^/ 
Onchology c a r e .  I n  1982, when I turned  65 yea r s ,  I went on S o c i a l  Security--as d i d  
my wife of over  50 years .  We have been paying i n  t o  t h e  Soc. Svc. Medicare A&B 
Plans  and AARP Medical Insurance s ince  1983. 

Fi tzs imons  has  g iven  my Wife and Me supe rexce l l an t  Mediotl Care f o r  -- l o  t hese  
n e a r l y  SO years .  If BRAC manages t o  c l o s e  t h i s  Medical Center ,  we w i l l  probably 
c r y  a l o t ;  b u t  we have had. t h e  f o r e s i g h t  t h a t  we w i l l  no t  s u f f e r  t oo  much phys i ca l ly .  

O u r  g r e a t e s t  concern is t h a t  we and nea r ly  one mi l l i on  o t h e r  Medical, Army, 
A i r  Force ,  Naval, Marine, Nat ional  Guard, American Indians ,  Act ive Duty and Ret 'd 
Veterans l o c a l l y  and covering 12  S t a t e s  w i l l  have been neglected.  

I 
1 W i l l  you p l e a s e  use your P o l i t i c a l  Clout  i n  Washington D 3  t o  get  FAMC o f f  from 

t h e  Closure L i s t 3  

A b i t  of His tory :  I n  1934 a l l  of t h e  P a t i e n t s  a t  Fitzsimons had been loaded 
on a Hosp i t a l  T r a i n  be fo re  " B i g  Ed" Johnson managed t o  g e t  t h ?  Closure Order cancel-  
l e d ,  Maybe You Could a l s o  do it. 

DBG 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 14, 1995 

MSG. Donald B. Grauberger, USA (Ret.) 
1 2532 East 3 1 st Avenue 
Aurora, CO 8001 1 - 1805 

Dear MSgt. Grauberger: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the h r e  of Fitzsimons Amy Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review thle information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analy!;is process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

David S. Lyles 
StafYDirector 





DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Ms. Evaline Newbury 
2088 Moline Street 
Aurora, CO 80010 

Dear Ms. Newbury: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

J 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 







SUBJECT: Pro~ossed Closing o f  
ti tzsimons AMC 

TO: Senator Alan Dixon 

I 

532 Flprence St reet  7 -"\ 
Aurora, Colorado 80010-4227 

March 4, 1995 

Cha i rman 
Defense Base Re-alignment and Closure Commission 
1700 North Moore St reet  
Arl ington, V i r g i n i a  22209 

I cannot comprehend the Army's reasoning t o  even t h i n k  about c los ing  the 
Fitzsimons Army Medical Center i n  Aurora, Colorado, 

Many thousands o f  m i l i t a r y  r e t i r e e s  depend upon t h i s  f a c i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  
medical needs, Not on ly  r e t i r e e s  from Colorado, but  from a 1 4  s t a t e  
reg ion, 

Since 1951 when I e l i s t e d  i n  the USAF I have watched whi le  our country has 
given out b i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  t o  other  countr ies a l l  over the world, Now our 
government wants t o  c lose F i  tzsimons AMC t o  save money, To save money a t  the 
expense o f  thousands o f  m i  1 i t a r y  r e t i r e e s  who beleived our Government would keep 
i t ' s  promise, 

I beg you t o  reconsider the c los ing  o f  Fitzsimons AMC, 

Charles F. ~ l b r e c h t q r .  
TSGTj USAFJ Ret i red 



SUBJECT: Pro~ossed Closing of 
Fitzsimons AMC 

532 Florence Street 
Aurora, Colorado 80010-4227 

March 5., 1995 

TO: Senator Alan Dixon 
Chai rman 
Defense Base Re-a1 ignment and Closure Corrnnission 
1700 North Moore Street 
Arlington, Va 22209 

Senator Dixon, 

This i s  t o  inform you that I have great concerns and fears about the 
closure of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center and the effect i t  can have on 
many retiree families i n  this area, 

I am 75 years old ,  and was born and raised i n  this area, I have used 
Fitzsimons AMC for medical care since 1953, We have lived a t  this  address 
33 Years and now own our home, 

I t  would be disasterous for us t o  be forced t o  p u l l  UP "roots" and move 
t o  a location where there i s  available military medical care for us, This i s  
propably true for "thousands" of retiress residing here,, The Lowry AFB cl'osure 
has caused the value of our home t o  decrease making i t  almost impossible for 
us t o  purchase a comparable home elsewhere, We do not have a Medicare 
Supplement Insurance. A t  our age adequate health insurance could be beyound 
our means, Because we are over 65, we are not covered by CHAMPUS wich has 
less deductibles and co-payments then Medicare. 

Our military retirees were promised "free" medical care for them and their 
dependents for the rest of their lives, These are the men and women who 
fought for our country i n  World War 11, Korea and Viet Nam, Then they are 
forgotten when there i s  peace ! 

We are l i v i n g  our final years, and now live in fear that we wi 11 lose the 
~ r j v i  leges that were promised and earned. 



An exodus of thousands of retirees to other states c:ould cause an 
economical problem in the Denver area. Please re-consicler the plans to 
close Fitzsimons AMC, not only for us, but also for the thousands of 
military retirees who are receiving medical care at Fitzsimons. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

&h ldLd.& &+ 
A1 ice V. Dudich-Albrecht 
(Wife of TSgt Charles Fa Albrecht Jr., USAF Retired) 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 9, 1995 

TSgt and Mrs. Charles F. Albrecht, Jr., USAF (Ret.) 
532 Florence Street 
Aurora, CO 800 10-4227 

Dear TSgt and Mrs. Albrecht: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 





DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 9, 1995 

Ms. Ethel G. Trivett 
. 65 1 Potomac Street #301 

Aurora, CO 800 1 1-6734 

Dear Ms. Trivett : 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 





I/We believe that the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Fitmimom Army Medical 
Center on the Base Closure List. 
Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medical Community 
for our 14 state region and for Colorado. We need and want 
FAMC in our wmmunity! 

PRINTED NAME 

DATE '/5/4 -. 
/' 



Docu~llel-t S eparator 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. V A  22209 
703-696-0504 

March 10, 1995 

Ms. Leona Buczkowski 
8 150 South Marion Circle 
Littleton, CO 801 22 

Dear Ms. Buczkowski: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
inforrnation pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignmer~t recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the hture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the inforrnation used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closur~e and Realignment 
Commission. 

Savid S .  Lyez 
SraE Director 







DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 9, 1995 

MSgt. Harry L. Hipple, USAF (Ret .) 
1 189 Ironton Street 
Aurora, CO 800 10-34 12 

Dear MSgt. Hipple: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignmerlt recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the hture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

David S. Lyles 
StafFDirector 
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".'INe b k v e '  that the Base Realignment and Uosure 
Commission must not include fitzsimons Army Medical 
Center on the Base Closure List. 

Fitzsimons is a vital part of the Military Medial Community 
for our 14 state region and for C lorah. We need and want 
FAMC in our conqnunity! .. 7 ,  

ADDRESS ( 3 7/7 /?. /$'#/2/,~/fl 
c(/fl /la R d- STATE &?c1/y 

DATE , l / ~ ~ {  4- - 95- 



Document S eparatol- 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT CQMMISSION 
1 700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 9, 1995 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Jaster 
13 7 17 East Marina Drive #A 
Aurora, CO 80014 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Jaster: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the hture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review tlne information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

David S. Lyles 
StafYDirector 



Documel~t Separator 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1 700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 9, 1995 

Ms. Alice Dudick-Albrecht 
532 Florence 
Aurora, CO 80010 

Dear Ms. Dudick-Albrecht: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
nt recommendations. I 

le information used by 
I that the information 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1 700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 9, 1995 

Mr. Junior A. Platz 
12835 East Kentucky Avenue 
Aurora, CO 8001 2 

Dear Mr. Platz: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

David S. Lyles 
StafFDirector 





DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT ClOMMlSSlON 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 9, 1995 

Mr. Nelson E. Reichel 
690 Nucla Way 
Aurora, CO 800 1 1-7657 

Dear Mr. Reichel: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review t:he information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closurc: and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT CC)MMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0- 

March 14, 1995 

Mr. Anthony McAleavey 
2300 South Chambers Road 
Aurora, CO 80014 

Dear Mr. McAleavey: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the future of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the infomution 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and ana1yi;is process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure ;md Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 
T 

David S. Lyles 
StafTDirector 



.h 

U.S. NAVY SALVAGE DIVERS REUNITED 

March 7, 1995 

Sen. Alan Dixon 
Defense Rase Realignment 
and Closrtre Cornmiss ion 
1700 North Moore St., 
Arlington, Va 22209 

Dear Senator: 

I'm writing to as lease save Fitsimmons Army Mg!dical Center from 
closure. 

This facility serves a 13 state wide area. Within this area live thousands of 
military retirees, like myself, who have depended on "~itz" for their medical 
care. 

Many, like myself, chose to retire here because of this facility and now it's 
being taken from us. 

One of the reasons chosen to close it is the cost of operating the hospital. 

This has been considered one of the finest teaching facilitiles of it's kind in 
the country. The trainees are not only Army personnel but Navy and Air Force 
personnel. as well. 

In addition, Pitzsimons is a great research center. 

Certainly the benefits derived from the teaching facility and research center 
alone outweigh the cost that is being used as an excuse t.o close this fine 
hospital. 

When I chose to live here 18 years ag~~because of Pitzsimmons,I felt secure in 
the knowledge that I would be taken care of for my remaining :years as my country 
told me that I would be. Now as a 75 year old Navy retiree that security is 
being taken from me and I and the thousands like me feel betrayed. 

The economy in this area has already suffered one blow with t'he closing of Lowry 
APB and with the closing of "~itz" it is estimated that 4489 jobs will be lost. 
Then think of the hardship placed on those that have depended on "Fitz" for their 
medical care. 

Please save Fitzsimmons Army Medical Center from closure. 

Sincerely, ..-- A 

1540 Billings St., #C-39 
Aurora, C:O 8011-5716 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 6 

- - 
March 10, 1995 

HMC William C. Quigley, USN (Ret .) 
1540 Billings Street, #C-39 
Aurora, CO 8001 1-5716 

Dear HMC Quigley: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 
Y 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 



Sen Alan Dixon 
Defense Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission 
1700  North Moore St. 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Sir, 

It makes no sense to me to have the Goveirnment spending 
thousands of dollars to study how to better improve health care for 
this country, and then turn around and close a hospital. 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center serves a great riumber of people 
in the Denver Metro area more cheaply then the services of Ochamps 
can purchase them. Where are we saving the money of the taxpayer?? 

Ellen Westbrook 
14936  E. Columbia Dr. 
Aurora, CO 60014 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE A N D  REALIGNMENT COlMMlSSlON 
1 700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Ms. Ellen Westbrook 
14936 East Columbia Drive 
Aurora, CO 80014 

Dear Ms. Westbrook: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignme~nt Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the ktwe of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review th'e information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and ana1y:is process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 





DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Ms. Florence McDuffie 
1575 P d y v a n i a ,  Apt. 803 
Denver, CO 80203 

Dear Ms. McDuffie: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

J 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 



7 1 4 5  V i l l a g e  R o a d  
P a r k e r ,  C o l o r a d o  8 0 1 3 4  
M a r c h  7 ,  1 9 9 5  

M r .  A l a n  D i x o n  
C h a i r m a n ,  D e f e n s e  B a s e  R e a l i g n m e n t  
a n d  C l o s u r e  C o m m i s s i o n  
1 7 0 0  N o r t h  M o o r e  S t r e e t  
A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a  2 2 2 0 9  

D e a r  M r .  D i x o n :  

As a  c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n ,  I am w r i t i n g  y o u  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  m a n y  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  v e t e r a n s  i n  t h e  D e n v e r  a r e a  who d e p e n d  o n  F i t z s i m o n s  
A r m y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e i r  much  n e e d e d  c a r e .  D e n v e r  n e e d s  
F i t z s i m o n s .  W i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  c u t b a c k s  i n  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  VA M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  i n  D e n v e r ,  p r o p e r  
c a r e  o f  t h e  v e t e r a n  i s  i n  j e o p a r d y .  V e t e r a n s  a r e  s t a n d i n g ,  
w a i t i n g  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  b e i n g  t u r n e d  a w a y  now a s  I w r i t e  d u e  t o  
a n  u n d e r s t a f f e d  m e d i c a l  c e n t e r .  S h o u l d  F i t z s i m o n s  b e  c l o s e d ,  how 
w i l l  t h e  l a r g e  v e t e r a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  D e n v e r  b e  z a r e d  f o r ?  W i l l  we 
b u s  t h e m  down t o  C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s  o r  f l a y b e  N o r t h  t o  C h e y e n e ?  Who 
w i l l  p a y  f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o t a t i o n ?  

As a n  A d m i s s i o n s  L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  U S  A i r  F o r c e  Academy,  
I ' v e  n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  F i t z s i m o n s  A r m y  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  
t h e  US A i r  F o r c e  A c a d e m y  C a n d i d a t e  F i t n e s s  T e s t  ( C F T )  a t  
F i t z s i m o n s  G y m n a s i u m .  I f  F i t z s i m o n s  i s  c l o s e d ,  we w i l l  b e  f o r , c e d  
t o  f i n d  a n o t h e r  DoD s i t e  t o  h o l d  t h e  CFT. 

As a  c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n ,  a n  A i r  F o r c e  R e s e r v e  o f - c i c e r  a n d  a  v e t e r a n  
I a s k  y o u  p l e a s e  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  a b o v e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  when y o u  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c l o s u r e  o f  F i t z s i m o n s .  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

e n n i s  E .  F o l e y  



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Mr. Dennis E. Foley 
7 145 Viage Road 
Parker, CO 80134 

Dear Mr. Foley: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignrnenl: recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the future of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review th.e information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

3 
David S. Lyles 
StaEDirector 









DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE A N D  REALIGNMENT C;OMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 10, 1995 

Ms. Ruth L. France 
2290 Geneva Street 
Aurora, CO 800 10- 12 12 

Dear Ms. France: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the hture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 



D r .  d a l  t e r  Grunwald, ClVlS USAF/Het 
Box 753, Aurora CO 80040 

I'he Honorable  Alan  Dixsn 
Uni te"  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  
Onfence ~3ase Heal ignment an?  C locure  Colnmission 
1 700 North idoore S t ,  
A r l i n g t o n  VA 22209 

J e a r  S e n a t o r  3 i x o n :  

I a m  wr i t i i na  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  impendinn c l o s u r e  of  F i t z s i m o n s  
Army f i e d l c a l  C e n t e r  i n  Aurora ,  Colorado.  when I en1 i s t e 3  i n  t h e  
Uni t ed  St iqtes  A i r  Fo rce  i n  1947 ,  t h e  monthly k a v  of *,$75.- p e r  
month seemej  7 i k .  R t r i f l e  even  a t  t h a t  t i m e ;  bu t  t h e  promise of  
b e i n q  wel.1 t a k e n  c a r e  of a f t e r  s e r v l n a  a t  l e a s t  f o r  20 y e s r s  msde 
i t  seem w e l l  workh t h e  s a c r i f i c e ,  ss  w e l l  a.: h ~ v i n a  t h e  p r i d e  of 
s e r v i n g  o n e ' s  c o u n t r y .  w e l l ,  A €  t e r  more t h a n  22  y e s r s  an? s e v e r a l  
q k i r v i s h e s  l a t e r ,  t h e  t ime ceemedr ipe  t o  c a s h  i n  on t h a t  promise .  
I n  c h o s i n g  FI r e t i r e m e n t  l o c a t i o n ,  I c a r e f u l l y  s c a n ~ ? 3  t h e  l i s t  of 
promisins: j ob  o f f e r s  1 had r e c e i v e ?  from around t h e  c ~ u n t r y ,  bu t  
f i n a l l y  decidpd t o  f o r e n o  t h e  more I u c r ~ t ' v e  3nes i~ f q v o r  of  FI 

I ~ c a . t i ? n  t h a t  ~ f f e r e ?  goo? f s c i l  i t i e s  f o r  r e t i r e e s  2f '  t h e  Armed 
F o r c e s ,  coo t h a t  Dsnver became m y 7  f i r s t  c h o i c e .  I s l ?cu rp?  a  teqch-  
 in^ p o s i t  i ? n  w i t h  liletrop?'2b-in Stalyo Collsp-e ( y e s ,  i a m  one ~f t h e  
few en1 i c t e ?  men i n  t h e  A i r  F 9 t - c ~  xho 1-qnsaed t o  gel; 4 k"C1.D. ) ,  b u t  
most of s l l  1 en,j3yed bho e x c e l l e n t  f a ~ i l i c l - ~  C>ffrPe,-j by Lowry 
4 i r  Fo rce  Rase and t,hs  firs^-rsbp medic41 c a r e  &-?vide? by ~ i t z s i m o n ~  
Armv iled:cq] C e n t e r .  d i t h  r e r ~ a r d  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ,  I IrlL-c t h a t  I 
would l ~ > n ~ - r  be a3 i v e  i f  they nn'l n o t  r ~ f i c u e d  me on sew,,,l oc- 
q z s l ~ n s .  22 v P s r s  of m i l  i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  9 n i g h - ~ ' , - * e s ~  f l y i n *  ,,, k + , i o n  
I q e s  n o t  l e s ~ r ~  9ne wt thgu t  p h y s i c a l  3a.mg~e.  

Af t h i s  t i m e ,  I cqn o n l y  s a y  t h a t  I f e e l  bec rave4 .  ~ ( ' i r s t ,  i t  was 
t h e  l o s s  of l owry Air Force  Base ~ n d  w i t h  i t  t h e  1 of?s  of  a n  e x c e l l e n t  
c3mmissary, base  exchanae ,  and  r e c r e a t  i 9 n a l  fscll it les. 1 o f t e n  
i o n l s r  if t h s t  was r e a l l - g  n e c e s s a r y ;  a f t e r  a l l ,  mgvlnq an e s s e n t i a l  
; r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  sn-1 i t s  p e r s o n n e l  from one l o c s t i 3 n  t o  a n o t h e r  
c ~ u l d  n o t  r n a l l y  have r e s u l t e d  i n  8 - q v i n ~ s  f o r  t h e  t a x p a y e r .  And 
now t h e  a x e  h a s  f a l l e n  on F i t zg imons .  i ' rue ,  w i t h  tile l o s s  of  
L s w r y  AFB, t h e r e  a r e  no  l o n q e r  s e v e r a l  thousand m i l  i t q r y  p e r s o n n e l  
i n  t h i s  a r e - ;  b u t  what a b m t  t h e  thousands  ~ f  r ~ t i r e e s  and  t h e i r  
f s m i i i i e s ?  l 'hese a r e  peop le  who w i l l  now be f ~ r c e d  t o  s e e k  m e d i c a l  
c a r e  e l  s e w h s r e ,  e i t h e r  t h r ~ u g h  Chsmpus, ~ . l e ? i c a r e ,  3" ~ ' l e r l i ca i3 ,  a1 1  
i n s t i t u t i o n . :  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  by t a x p a y e r  money. I ?31lbt  whe the r  
c i v i l i ~ n  h o ~ p i t a l s  w i l l  be s F l ?  t o  f u r n i s h  k h i s  c a r e  any c h e s p e r  
t h a n  a m i ?  i c a r y  f a c i l i t y  such  as P i t z s l m o n a .  J u s t  bake a l o o k  st 
t h e  s a l s r y  an?  b e n e f i t s  r e c e i v e d  by a t y p i c a l  Army ( 2 f f i c e r  who p e r -  
form.: eur .serv i n  a n  operq t ing:  r 3 3 m  a t  E ' i tzs lmons and c m p s r e  i t  w i t h  
t h e  s a l a r y  ?f h i s  c 3 u n t e r p a r t  i n  3 3 e r v e r  a r e a  h ~ c p i t a l .  Mv z u e 2 s  i s  
t h s f  t h o  4 i f f e r e n c e  i s  c ? n c i d s r a b l e .  

I f  you c g u l d  bn 9f  any  h e l p  i n  p r e v e n t i n p  t h e  c losui -e  of  b ' i t zs in lons ,  
v?u w i l l  be s s s u r e ?  of Chq ~ r s t i t u d e  of thousands  a'' p ~ ? p l e  i n  t h i s  
s r e a .  I f  P r - s i d e n t  C l i n t o n  i s  i u t n r e ~ t e d  i n  b e t ~ e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  
t h ~  Unite1" S t a t e s ,  perhqps  he Coo cou ld  l e n d  h i s  . u ] ~ p o r t .  



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT CC)MMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. V A  22209 
703-696-0504 

March 10, 1995 

Dr. Waiter Grunwald, CMS USAF (Ret.) 
Box 753 
Aurora, CO 80040 

Dear Dr. Grunwald: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fiture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review th'e information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analy!iis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
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Ms. E.M. Mullinaw 
12702 East 30th Avenue 
Aurora, CO 8001 1 

Dear Ms. Mullinaux: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

David S. ~~ le 'd  
Staff Director 
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Closing Fitz is a breach 
of contract for 1 million vets 
A s a long-standing supporter of 

efforts to reduce the federal 
deficit, The Post does not expect 
Colorado to be exempted from the 
pain of budget cuts. But the propos- 
ed closing of Fitzsimons Army Med- 
ical Center is not an economy move. 
I t  is a bald-faced betrayal of this 
nation's obligations to 1 million ac- 
tive-duty military personnel, their 
families and retirees who rely on 
Fitzsimons for the medical care 
they were promised when they re- 
sponded to their country's call. 

This newspaper has not protested 
previous rounds of base closings in 
Colorado when the Pentagon could 
show that the job could be done 
more efficiently elsewhere, or that 
the reduced size of the U.S. military 
meant it could do without such fa- 
cilities. Neither of those is the case 
at Fitz. 

Fitzsimans is the only accredited 
.@litary medical center in a giant 
1%-state region. As a top teaching 
F - . hospital, Fitz retains close ties with 
-the nearby University of Colorado 
Health Sciences Center to promote 
'advanced research. And it is pio- 
neering the development of "tele- 
medicine" whereby - using Den- 
ver's unsurpassed location for 
one-bounce global satellite commu- 
nications - doctors a t  Fitzsimons 
could help treat wounded soldiers 
.oh battlefields anywhere in the 
world. 
- ' Finally, Fitzsimons, which is 
'closely integrated with other Den- 
ver-area hospitals in a detailed di- 
saster plan, is the only U.S. Army 
hospital that can expand immedi- 
ately to take care of large numbers 
of casualties should American sol- 
diers become involved in combat. 

Closing Fitz is, a t  best, false 
"economy. An independent 1991 
study demonstrated that i t  was 
cheaper to provide the care a t  Fitz- 
simons than to provide it from the 
civilian sector through the CHAM- 
PUS program. In fact, an updated 
'analysis by Aurora Mayor Paul 
Tauer indicates it would cost a s  
much as $34 million a year more to 
provide that care through private 
facilities if Fitzsimons were closed. 

So, why is Fitzsimons being tar- 
geted a t  all? The problem from a 
8ureaucratic standpoint is that clos- 
'ing Fitz trims one part of the Ar- 
my's budget while shifting costs to 
bther federal programs. In short, 

this isn't a budget cut a t  all; it's a 
bureaucratic game of musical 
chairs - at  the expense of Ameri- 
ca's fighting men and wornen. 

To be sure, if the bureaucrats in 
Washington can guarantee the Unit- 
ed States will never get involved in 
another war, we could eventually 
close Fitzsimons. But, of course, no 
such guarantee can be given this 
side of paradise. 

What America can gumantee - 
and is honor bound to guarantee - 
is that if our sons and daughters are 
called upon to risk their lives in de- 
fense of their nation they will be en- 
titled to the kind of care Fitzsimons 
has provided for veterans of two 
world wars, the Korea11 and Viet- 
nam conflicts, the Persian Gulf 
war, and dozens of less-celebrated 
but equally vital missio~~s. 

The independent Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commis- 
sion will review the clozrings recom- 
mended yesterday by Defense Sec- 
retary William Perry. They must 
then be accepted or rejected in their 
entirety by Congress alnd the presi- 
dent. Thus, the only real hope of 
saving Fitzsimons is to get the com- 
mission to take an honest look a t  its 
costs and its mission. 

It would be morally wrong for 
this newspaper to prolest the justi- 
fied closing of a facil~ty in our re- 
gion. But it also is morally wrong 
for the military to recommend un- 
justly closing a facility that effi- 
ciently and econorni(~al1y serves a 
peacetime mission in the region and 
a wartime mission for the nation. 

We are confident that an honest 
accounting of the mission and cost 
of operating Fitzsimclns as compar- 
ed to providing similar care through 
the private sector will show its 
worth. But we also urge the com- 
mission to recognizte that Fitzsi- 
mons is different than the other 
training or operatior1 facilities they 
will study. 

Maintaining a decent level of mil- 
itary medical care ultimately goes 
beyond questions of cost-benefit 
analysis to a test of national honor. 
Fitzsimons exists to keep a sacred 
trust this nation owes to the men 
and women who risk their lives in 
defense of flag and country. 

Closing Fitz is rnpre than false 
economy. It's a breach of faith to 
America's veterans, - past and fu- 
ture. 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1 700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Ms. Mary B. Bell 
1583 South Jamaica Street 
Aurora, CO 80012 

Dear Ms. Bell: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignmenit recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review th~e information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, n 

J 
David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 







DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Mrs. Joyce I. Cantrell 
2962 S. Olathe Way 
Aurora, CO 80013-1938 

Dear Mrs. Cantrell: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the hture of Fitzsirnons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and ana1y:sis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 
r\ 

David S. ~ ~ l e s ' l  
Staff Director 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT CC)MMISSION 
1 700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Ms. Janette Parker 
297 Salem Ct. 
Aurora, CO 80011 

Dear Ms. Parker: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment. recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the h r e  of Fitzsiions Anny Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analy(sis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

7/ 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 
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ROBERT B U R N S  
1 1 4 1 8  E. A m h e r s t  C i r .  S. 

A u r o r a ,  Co €30014 

S e n a t o r  A l a n  D i x o n  
D e f e n s e  Base R e a l i g n m e n t  a n d  C l o s u r e  C o m m i s s i o n  
1700 N.  Hoclre S t .  
A r l i n g t o n ,  Va 2 2 2 0 9  

Dear- S e n a t o r  D i x o n  : 

F o r  16 y e a r s ,  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1 9 9 4 ,  I owned a n d  o p e r a t . e J  a r e s t a u r a n t  
i n  A u r o r a ,  C o l o r a d o .  I r e t i r e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

D u r i n g  a l l  o f  t h a t  t i m e  p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  
made u p  a a u t s t a r ~ t i a l  number o f  my c u s t o n ~ e r s .  Mine  waL3 a  v e r y  
i n e x p e r t s i v e ~  f a m i l y  r e s t a u r a n t ,  b u t  t h e  r e c e i p t s  f ron t  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  at- 
F i t z s i m o n s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  o f  my s a l e s  e v e r y  
mon th .  1 n d i . v i d u a l s  w i t h  t h e i r  f a r r ~ i l i r s  a t e  w i t h  u s  .fr - . q u e n t l y  a t .  
f l i g h t  a n d  w e  d i d  a v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  " H a i l  a n d  F a r e w e l l ' '  
p a r t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c e  f u n c t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  

W h i l e  I n u  l o n g e r  e n j o y  t h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  o t h e r .  r e s t a u r a n t s  i n  t h e  area 
d o .  T h e  c l c t s u r e  o f  F i t z s i m o n s  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  a s e v 2 r . e  i m p a c t  o n  
a l l  o f  t h o s e  r e s t a u r a n t s  t h a t  h a v e  t a k e n  o v e r  t h a t  t r u . ~ i n e s s .  Whe the r  
t h a t  i m p a c t .  w i l l  b e  s o  s e v e r e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  f o r c e  t h e  1 2 l o s u r e  o f  
t h o s e  r e s t s l u r a n t s  I c a n  n o t  s a y ,  b u t  i t .  w i l . 1  a t  t h e  vl.rr-y l e a s t  r , e s u . l t  
i n  j o h  l o s s  f o r  many o f  t h o s e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h o s e  r e s t a u , c - a n t s .  

T h e  a m o u n t  o f  money t h a t  F i t z s i m o n s  pumps i n t o  t h e  l o ~ z a l  economy, i . f  
r e m o v e d ,  w l i l l  w i t - h o u t  q u e s t i o n  c a u s e  the d e m i s e  o f  s c o r e s  o f  
b u s i n e s s e s  i n  A u r o r a .  T h i s  is u n d o u b t e d l y  t r . ,ue  i n  t h e  case of  e v e r y  
i n s t a l l a t i a l n  y o u  w i l l  c o n s i d e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  F i t z s i m o n s  h f 3 s  a c o n t i n u i n g  
m i s s i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  c a n n o t  h e  acccrmrnodated by arly o t h e r  
i n s t a l l a t i o ~ n  o r  movement  o f  p e r s o n n e l ;  t h e  l iea1t.h ca:r.e o f  t h e  
t h o u s a n d s  of r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  pel sonrlcll  i n  C o l o r a d o  ar.id t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  s t a t e s .  

I h o p e  you  a n d  y o u r  C o m m i s s i u n  w i l l  c c r r t s ide r  t h e s e  c.li.:r-.e c c r n s e q u e n c e s  
f a r  my commtuni.ty a n d  r e m o v e  F i t z s i m o n s  Army M e d i c a l  C l?n te r  f r o m  t h e  
C l o s u r e  L i s t  recowimended Ly t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  D e f e n s e .  

Thank y o u  i n  a d v a r l c e  l o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r .  



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Mr. Robert Burns 
1 14 1 8 East Amherst Circle South 
Aurora, CO 80014 

Dear Mr. Burns: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignrneni: recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the hture of Fitzsirnons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, - 

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COlHMlSSlON 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0500 

March 9,1995 

TSgt Charles F. Albrecht, Jr., USAF (Ret.) 
532 Florence Street 
Aurora, CO 80010 

Dear TSgt Albrecht: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignme~nt Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the future of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

J 

David S. Lyles 
StaEDirector 
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March 9, 1995 

Dear Sir, 

This letter is in response to the closure of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 
I have grown up near Fitzsimons all my life, as a matter of fact I was born 
there. My father is retired from the military. The base and the hospital have 
been a very positive structure in my life. 

We have aready lost Lowry AFB. Since that base has been closed we have 
had several small businesses close there doors. The government does not 
realize the impact on the communities surrounding the bases. 'They say they 
do but, until you yourself actually live next to or near the base you will never 
know. 

I live about five minutes from Fitzsimons. The neighborhood that surrounds the 
base is mostly retired military personnel that use the base frequently to shop, 
and use the hopsital facilities. The government says that these people can 
easily drive to the Springs to use the facilities there. Well just irnagine if you 
were had to drive over an hour to go to the doctor, or just do grocery shopping. 
The retired persons in my community are on a fixed income and cannot afford to 
drive over an hour every day or even once a week to see a doctor. The 
government also says that these people can go to another military hospital in 
another state. So, does that mean that the government will pay for all there 
flights and gas, so that these people can do what the governmelit says they can 
do? If Fitzsimons is closed it will depress the City of Aurora even more. 
Fitzsimons is THE only positive thing most people have to talk about and kids 
have to look up to. The military is always a positive role model. 

it is easy for government officials who do not depend on the military, to 
close bases and ruin peoples lives. The base should stay open to serve 
the over one million people it serves. Fitz serves several states other than 
Colorado. By closing this base these people no longer have amphere to 
go for medical attention because they will not be able to afford to see an 
outside doctor. 

Aurora has already lost Lowry as I stated before, which caused thousands of 
people jobs in the city. Just recently as I'm sure you know Staplleton closed 
and more people lost jobs because at least one major airline took its main 
hub from Denver. Aurora has had so many negatives in the last year, lets 
have a positive and KEEP FlTZSlMONS OPEN!!!! 



I am enclosing a copy of an article that appeared in one of our local papers. 
This article tells us that it will actually cost more to close the base and that 
government would NOT be saving any money. Please take a moment to 
read the article and please help the Aurora community save Fit.zsimons!! 

Rebecca Burnett 
A concerned citizen 



Military's phantom siVinis7 
oe is the Fitzsimons 

! THE ISSUE: 
Army Medical Cen- W 

ter. Last summer it was 
seemingly saved; this mOnsAv spring it looks like a gon- Media' center er again, victimized by 

I I Washington's renewed 
OUR VIEW: pledge to thrift. The tell- 
If closing it ing moment comes this 
would cost week, when the Penta- 
more,M~do gon releases its list of 
in; threatened bases, which 

I will likely include the 
second-largest employer in Aurora. 

There's an odd aspect to the targeting of 
Fitzsimons, though: Its closure apparently 
wouldn't save the government money. If it 
did, we'd favor the action, much as we'd 
regret the blow to the local economy. 

Indeed, back in the early '80s this news- 
paper stood nearly alone in arguing that if 
Pentagon planners could demonstrate that 
Fitzsimons was expendable, local leaders 
shouldn't indulge in the popular game of No- 
Budget-Cuts-In-Our-Backyard. 
. It so hdppens, however, that two studies 
have since suggested that Fitzsimons is not 
only about the most efficient facility of its 
kind, but that its functions cannot be trans- 
ferred elsewhere at a savings. The bald fact 
is that the federal government would almost 
certainly pay still more if veterans who use 
Fitzsimons were required to purchase the 
same amount of care from the civilian sec- 
tor.' 

i - - 

The most recent study, for example, 
indicates that shutting down FAMC's 577 
acres of medical care and research even 
would increase total governme~ital spending 
by $32 million. The Army alone might save 
money by sweeping Fitzslrnons off its 
books, but taxpayers would still pick up the 
tab for veterans' medical treatment, compli- 
nlents of the Department of Defense. 

\ 

' 

Such a bookkeeping shift resembles the 
absurd dash of the Red Queen in the Look- 
ing Glass: It doesn't matter if shutting down 
Fitzsimons results in actual savings, what 
matters is appearing to do so. 

At the very-least, cost-saving criteria 
have been arbitrarily applied. 

In less strapped times, of course, Fitzsi- 
mons wouldn't even be considered for clo- ; 
sure. It serves a region in which 1 million i 
veterans reside, and offers excellent train- 
ing and research facilities. Moreover, Fitz's 
geographic location has put it at the center 
of activity: The first Pearl Harbor casualties 
were treated there, as  \?rere the List  incom- 
ing wounded of Desert Storm. 

Fitzsimons keeps nearly 4,000 people 
employed, no small matter in a community 
which is being scraped sore by the demise 
of Lowry and Stapleton. But most threat- 
ened government facilities can make similar 
claims. The clincher for Fitzsimons' back- 
ers is that shutting the hospital apparently 
won't save money. If that isn't a basic 
requirement for closing a military facility, 
what on Earth is? 



DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Ms. Rebecca Burnett 
1289 Xanadu Street 
Aurora, CO 8001 1 

Dear Ms. Burnett: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the fbture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

&I;@ 
David S. Lyles 
StafFDirector 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Mrs. Florence N. Overton 
6628 South Newland Circle 
Littleton, CO 80 123-3754 

Dear Mrs. Overton: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
i n f o d o n  pextinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the hture of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 

*J 

David S. Lyles 
StaEDirector 





DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209 
703-696-0504 

March 13, 1995 

Ms. Karri Iverson 
16927 East Prentice Place 
Aurora, CO 8001 5 

Dear Ms. Iverson: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the future of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

David S. Lyles 
StaEDiector 
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DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION 
1 700 NORTH MOORE STREET SUITE 1425 

ARLINGTON. VA 22209 
703-6960504 

March 13, 1995 

SFC James Waite, (Ret.) 
462 1 Anaheim Ct. 
Denver, CO 80239 

Dear SFC Waite: 

Thank you for providing the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission with 
information pertinent to  the present round of base closure and realignment recommendations. I 
appreciate your interest in the future of Fitzsimons Army Medical Center. 

You may be certain that the Commission will thoroughly review the information used by 
the Defense Department in making its recommendations. I can assure you that the information 
you have provided will also be used in the Commission's review and analysis process. 

I appreciate your interest in the work of the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission. 

Sincerely, 
n 

1 )  

David S. Lyles 
Staff Director 





~ - 

I/We believe that the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission must not include Fitaimom Army Medical 
Center on the Base Closure List. 
Rtzsimoos is a vital part of the Military Medial Community 
for our 14 state 
FAMC in our co 
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Commission musr not include Fitzsimons Army Medical 
Center on the Base Closure List. 
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Working to stop drunk driving and to support"Victims of this violent crime. 
5 11 East John Carpenter Freeway, Suite 700, Irving, Texas 75062 


