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June 2, 1995

The Honorable Dan Dixon

Chairman

Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Commission

1700 North Moore St., Ste. 1425

Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Dixon:

The Memphis Branch NAACP is deeply disturbed about the
Department of Defense recommendation that the Memphis Depot
be closed as part of its base realignment and closure process.
Of approximate 1,300 employees, over 76% are African American.
Memphis is a city where the unemployment rate for Blacks
is about twice that of white citizens. Even more damaging
is the fact that most of these loyal African American workers
would find it impossible to find work commensurate with that
at the Memphis Depot.

Black Americans have been victimized by some lethal
blows during our sojourn here. It seems that when hardship
comes we are more than doubly affected. Many feel that such
is intentional since our avenues of redress are so limited.

The Defense Depot At Memphis for several decades, has
been a source of economic stability for some 1000 Blacks.
In addition to the problems that its closure would cause
for Black Americans, our political, religious, business,
and other leaders, have given sound reasons why the Memphis
Depot should remain open.

Please give all possible consideration to this request.
Yours truly,

(Mrs.) Maxine A. Smith
Executive Secretary

MAS/es

588 VANCE AVENUE « MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38126 «(901) 521-1343




Dear BRAC Commission Members,

I am writing to you concerning the possible decision to close
Defense Depot Ogden (DDO), a DLA installation lccated in Ogden,
Utah. Defense Depot Ogden, over the past several years has always
been DILA's premier depot. A Model Installation top winner year
after year, DDO is also the most efficient base in DLA. The Utah
work ethic is known nationwide. Many private firms locate to Utah
because of its workers reputation. Utah workers are unique in
their dedication to their jobs. DDO employees have always risen to
any challenge given them, going far beyond what is expected of
employees. Please do not lose sight of the pride and committment
to excellence in each DDO employee when you are weighing their
fate.

It is hard to understand a decision to close such an
outstanding installation. Not only is DDO efficient, but it has
been upgraded and modernized completely in the past few years. 01d
barracks type wrehouses have been transformed into beautiful new
efficient buildings. Several of these reconditioned buildings have
become showcases to other federal installations on refurbishing
techniques for the lowest cost possible. Engineers from various
agencies have visited DDO to see for themselves the modern
renovated buildings. New buildings and stately, gracious old ones
mingle amongst its tree lined streets. This depot is not only
efficient, effective, and committed, it is also beautiful. Please
keep this in mind when you decide its fate.

DDO 1is centrally located as a transportation hub. Major
railroad lines run through the center of the depot. This makes it
easy to load rail cars on site for the fastest response time of any
depot. Hill Air Force Base is located only 10 miles away by
interstate highway. Items needing immediate delivery can be
airlifted in a matter of hours. For non emergency items, the Salt
Lake City Airport is located only 30 miles away on an uncrowded
interstate highway. This transportation network makes DDO a very
valuable asset. Please keep this in mind when you decide the fate
of 1200 valuable, dedicated, hardworking employees on DLA's premier
depot, Defense Depot Ogden.

Thank you for your consideration,

e >70 /(Ow%, /

Anne M. Olsen
5575 S 1000 E
Ogden, Utah 84405
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Rhonda G. Hollingsworth 19 Apr Y5
P.O. Box 161405
Memphis, 'I'N 38l86-140U5

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Senator Dixon:

I would implore you to make every effort and to use every resource
available to vou to stop the closure of Defense Distraibution Depot
Memphis which has been recommended by the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission (BRAC). [ am sure that I need not tell you the
impact the closure would have on the Memphis economy and not fo
mention on employees. My husband and 1 are both employed at the
Defense Depot Memphis. You can i1magine the i1mpact on our family
for both of us to be unemploved at the same time. 1t 18 a serious
offense to lose one's livelihood. I have become accustomed to
making a decent salary. There are not many places in Memphis that
I can have equivalent salary and benefits as 1 do now. Memphis 1s
centrally iocated and 1s more conducive for shipping in and out of
the local area. DDMT was instrumental i1n providing food and
clothing during Desert Storm, Shield, Gulf War, Operation Restore
Hope (Somaliaj, U.S. Disaster Mission, Humanitarian Assistance
Program and El Salvador. Has all this been forgotten?”

I do not understand why we are being closed when we have not long
become a mechanized depot. Has the taxpaver's monszy that went
into updating the Memphis depot been wasted? Since the government
1s trying to save money by closing and downsizing bases, money
that has already been put into updating depots saould not be
wasted, The Government has a Fraud and Waste Hotline. Has the
governmeni considered reporting themselves to this hotline, since
I know of no company, business or organization that wastes more
money than the government? Billions of dollars could be saved if
the government would only check themselves. Why are the working
class being punished (losing our jobs) because the government
cannot budget? Millions of people live on fixed incomes and make
it everyday. You learn to live within your means of financial
support. The government needs to learn to live within its means
of financial support and guit cutting jobs every time they spend
too much money on something that 1s not needed (private plane
rides paid for by taxpavers, limousine service paid for by
taxpavers, ridiculous salary increases for themselves paid for by
taxpavers, meals paid for by taxpayers, vacations paid for by
taxpayers, clothing allowances paid for by taxpavers, etc.) 1I'm
sure that 1f you calculated all these perks and elininated them,
we could keep cur jobs.,

Sincerely,

X%md& %JM@W%)

Rhonda G. Hollingsworth




cmm—

7O wWhsm i M ConcgRn

L cuould Cileg A< Thie ummlsb‘-&x 4 Ze v cipeA
The Losws oF Deremse  Dgpr Mempbs T, N ThE f/}ﬂ/
The Demi™ hos  prsseer FSEE &S A ABSEN 0 Thi PRfen~ss
DEPAA SN 5 N STEm. el A rhe BEsiC FadS. THE pEseT
Chr SEAVILE Ay M. 63 i8n ASS g E), TERS' Cﬁ»l—@yl)\/ Ceeriz
~e (2 3‘”‘&/90;’1';"\ r‘h.wwit. Thee (5., Aro 7 has muLE  miEAn s
OF [~ Mﬁﬁfé’lfltf‘? 9sodd MIrh SASIGN AWLSSS Fo PHESE MEANS  rhan
/’"'j orhere DEAT-  (F ThE PEpy” CasEs Tha im 84 on Thi
I2-Ce> Potim « C«or’wmwnj"-1 TV e QUiTE sEevERE | kn—sr(ﬁ S5, Vi<
T PERE poc AR Thie Fo(;fﬂla’ 0T ThiE Lhoilx 9.?0.4.—\02\’ ey s
wWedd b sGr UEaiEr  do STE TUE  imporitnei of  PEFENSE

DF/‘;&' MmErnghif

—I/A /?"J‘" \10“;.

sy f,a:vc,amod 1230 Py G




& et Z/T;' A ,ﬁ‘/ S ;ﬂ/ / :.:c"%’.i".:.»z"é‘:/ez'}‘"l.

T P o

"

> fi/(g& )V / B ~ '”/Zt»é'{/ / /(/7{',7 A/'/ /
’7 s //,(V/me ?&/}/ﬁf Lpte
;:*‘;/77 ot At ?/ - :./:;;1/ T //Qéw /’(’i;u /

L .,;;:, o W/é it //Zaw
LAl w‘x;—& /% “"“L—/w/? ﬁﬂ/é&hﬂ/ gﬂ{dc/
Z? z@‘ , zﬂ«w//ﬁg/t«/é ﬁ( ) c/m,(a 1e
W/( st A /é T L AW%L /@fit%w/
/ VY. “Z//




g)@//Z /9; /995

\D@A”f Cj&/'r maaS \Dr}o:./
the Closure of Detowse Ditribitin Dupt

Memphis will be o great impacT od Oy Fami by dnd Mg
Nee  The QCouaw~7 o‘@ The (’%P\pk:.s A'TCA As &

Whole. T4 has beea Dreven Time and Arey i Au«;m}
wor\a\ C,A"'\'(*S"\‘fo\P\I\eS T\f\e_ \/o\%‘k-&er S“\’PG*C Ir\ere
At Defesse Depst Mempkx has Meer ks Oissi
[N S%P'PG""‘H V\‘.’ QO%—&C\*\/, I(—\—M A:s\ﬁswj *Qdf'
\,/ou.r Ass'.s*l-ﬂ\—ucz Y No N (sxﬁ) WE' :30‘”\ Job X

Lo Ve Sewvs 'D'af' 53 N[ EAT herse o (Y]imf)\m\<~

S,L:Cfe /7 ,

e 00 R it B




(Uéalmwu D,{/xm)

ﬂm, SYL qo—umt( pa@qw cﬂ

‘j'— AM»\J\LOOW%W

5

MMW}
Pgém&m&?ﬁmj‘ﬁ 47‘/"‘4@%

va\,ww\.d&\ TGl V\‘)Q&Q Wy

AV
\3\7‘0 EO’\(AQ Oﬂlﬂ(ﬂm‘
Ww/ﬁ\; 5106




41595

ﬁ/%ﬂf C [ hinpn D;YOVQ

- 2% Loptin / '/M Z»C‘{’f*@yi,

CONCemn ¢ v) & as co DfFe‘Ma
phfc

>%W Eﬂ‘ e yey é/rr/ &

é@mé (JUJ)”(]KJ‘ G/M/ 2 3% /Df?J ] ft/zzf/g7g

W Dt fénse bed% WE’/M 4(5 ). /S
ek Sapported i LA plssions
//OM/ﬂ /LCf Lo /J’)) 0")"6/ M ﬁ@/
uﬂl"&‘d b#ﬂz" //L MV j

/ﬂ;j ?075 / /4’7/4‘4//@
thwﬁm& o Hia,

77/6 >31/ [ S e /37(7/ /Wﬁwd”éw
(s Cepfitin (- Lopcmtion Wwoe.
Qsset o meve MML@%& 8 7%0((5
A \{Z\f‘[(;\ﬂ(’é) S [/1(@5 much Lalder.



o /4~ e a?‘g 7?/
#Ls.f: st/ ézu/_c_z 3 <€ VC/ Ar] .. Cw/o //m/v7 .
B /jﬁs LG”CA’/Z{J o) //L/Jﬁ/ g/bé’//uf u/&}ﬂ&j/ //é/ﬁé’ ,
Q/A/Q/j T M/ G, 2T Felbpies FHel e
LY z/ €. s (Ot émx/‘v CnSerr[ / d’/ o Cop
Z Q&‘é /// Tfa\@% 74 ‘(é/ €l J@L’(fﬂ/}r', v
7/ Z/:é o @/A// 7§/o & v / 247 fﬁf‘// 42{"1471\)

| Co ficp Fhk siselaiion e el
o ﬂf&rf‘af //V7 .

T M g [
.

A 2 A e D ey

L e e /A/émﬂf/&})v,,

S gzl/fzéf: /

e




@,uoru;w (hmur,n.
3030 Ca P(’M Sl

“G.‘TH N A L M% D8(G32

19 Aen9s
Dean Chanman D, zom
1 Q1 Q "R’)Lf ea- O'J }D]Oe_l& e Who haove

bee,u ev\ploulecl uo«-H'\ -H-\e, De_puum, Dcpcl M%pl\»s pov
24 Gears, Durgwg Hhal ‘-m\c, T hove owmmee Serviced wol ]
all  4kad T  hod , i~ ordur  do Qe.J 4he supplies Lo
.So‘cluer-f 1o a Jum;]g,{ M arorer I P"aﬂ H-\q-l You [ l

l(:;ok o:l' eae/'n DQPOl IS Q pan/ Mmar ver Qucl Mo kc,

| e mal\-‘ choice }Jase,c, up osf Nee_cl s an No-l

Puhefic.l folr‘;ch) JUsl “\e_ pac.'lo,

Thaoks (o l,{wv T e

Ole QDL

Jhe




ﬁgw 44

Q/Z’J il a/%//%
é@%ﬁwﬂ% ﬁﬂwgm/ﬂﬁ%% ol

@W%&% i 2wl f furin
g fil 72 /M @//»z Al 78 Ayl Fe s

W 27 I Dt -
% %/% 7y
/ V%

z%é g A W/%[//M:@jf% %

e g ,MWW? y/ mf%/ﬂ//z/
ﬁ%y Wiy

%%ﬁ&g %Jéﬂé
77 /2/& Z 2

zm/ﬁ
/Z/#o //;/wa d /444




/7%@4 /995

V? é//ﬂ/&m el O

Mierghes 73/ 35104

c)<% W )= 3% WZUW Led y S

@Z;f/ 9 Q47 Ve Py
%;z‘,OW

W i

oA é/«/@wﬂg




Wiy 98

/L/ 7Z7Z/L/ ' 5/ Fnda /z? v A 2O M
T Weald (MPleRe. Gou fo Make Everq EFut
[M/c‘[ 7L0' UTE Et{if‘/&/ 7(&55&14/8&& N /a/;/z:. 7L0 A/{LL/
/fo ézLop é/m; &foéb?ﬁf; of /Bifqé/v"“)a A»’lﬁ%h'bbﬁl’l’ﬂ/
hepot Memphia JUhith has been’ febommerded
/Sa/ éhé g)ﬁﬁ&/éél//(/,% /)")5W7La’t/¢/ é/‘}ﬁéi’gé
Lomm. 5508 (OEAC).

’,'f AN DuULE that T Weed Vot Feil oy He
(Wpatt the (leouee Would pave on the
A@f”(ﬁﬂ? @é’/é‘nzww ﬁ,%/d ,/Lﬁ)% 7%, /;9“/,%112)&/&',1/
Em //;7 fea.
It A Dekivus Uftense. Zc [pae ONE™s
[ivel hood. T have betome (idustemed #o
Mk vy L detent Dalaky Thepe /o ke
Place o MERPh/ 2 that & (4w have /
Equivale vt Dialaty And AeneFita 4o Fde
Wow Memphio o Contraly [rca ted a}(/
/4 Mele dﬂ/\/’(ﬁ/&f‘/félﬁi@ Q/?/%W/’ /}
AN out oF Hhe /zf)&z/ ALed D)) /}47 Wiz
W stpumenttal iV Flov'd vy /ﬁz d [“»flé »
ﬁ/@)%f/a/? C//,tn”/w/’) Aiizfﬂ Qllélx?/?’)/J Eld,
Z:/I'u//f //laff 0/05/&’{ 7[”/ ,zizj/v/f, //pfg;

(1),




U4 Disastee Missicd Homan inrian”
ﬂ s4laTANEE “ﬂ”&[‘mm aNd CC / f(;, Alva U/&* P
/;Yzzlé all th's been/ /«;/36/4/%& A
s {iffu/fﬁ (VR 2in this deciaion
Lollose NOMT Wil be &/2;352/7
MU’,A/Z;ZW{C/ /Dy 701/%1 @/O,m/f)f;ﬁ/é.w’?tﬁ..

é,l«/az/ag//,.

Q/M k//v/’(:] @%}&@//\/







.

, . % / % AP
’ 47‘7‘/{/, &m?"br 70“»4»{\ Dixon AR
HDmC@mS& BAS&, CIoSuP-e., PmA K{a\?@ﬁm«ew)( ODMW\]SS]OW
) Tooptorih. Moore Jtreet Suite. jUas

Aelgten , VA 23209

Ui bt iz flons:
/7L, Fask M ' ) A vy
> M&fﬂ%&uﬁ Z%é%jﬁ%

/MWMMW\QW% Gy
et i s e Bt it e, 2 Z

dof wlw abput ~ )
inpact o7 pegple's diew St S olectsiny

g« 7%?7 Vot 00 172 orehes o X AL

Jomidldes) ) “LL2LG ao Lyl pr % St gatilncd

“izy) Jﬂ/m 7 & _ ’

i U R LT
fre ; ~Vagr Mﬁﬂ’z LA Zign btz rre
g2U %#J fane Leesn o a&%&/{zﬂ%ﬂzﬁwﬂé

b AT, .
litd o By <o St/ |

Categ S e e et et o St



April 18, 1994

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
1700 North Moore St. Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Chairman:;
I'm writing to ask that you reconsider the issue to close DDMT.

Several issues I believe that should be considered to keep DDMT open are as follow:
DDMT has supported the soldiers during Operation Restore Hope, Desert Shield/Desert
Storm, and Operation Bright Star. DDMT has also provided humanitarian support in
natural disasters in the United States, DDMT was designated as the primary consolidation
point for medical shipments to El Salvador, for the Agency International Development,
United States Aid to El Salvador. DDMT have available duning War and peace time an
exceptional transportation asset.

I'm asking that the Commission closely examine why our region office (DDRE) that’s one
of our competitors are making decisions about our livelihood at DDMT.

The decision made to close DDMT would have a very devastating impuct on my life. ITam
a black female single parent. I have total responsibilities for my family to include
mortgage payments, food expense and medical expenses.

Mr. Chairman, I understand that DLA must downsize, however, based on key military
value alone DDMT has been a vital contributor in supplying our fighting forces in times of
war and peace. The vital available transportation assets that DDMT have to offer during
war and peace cannot not be matched. Based on all of the stated facts in this letter, there
18 a need to take a closer look at the recommendation to close DDMT.

Sincerely,

()uﬂ,@w 2 %&"\OM"\

Catherine E. Thompson




CHAIRMAN ALAN DIX)ON
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04 18 95

Dear Chairman Dixon,

I work at DDMT and would like to continue working at DDMT for more years.
The depot have done a lot for the people in Memphis and | feel that the depot has the best way
of getting supplies out. The depot has an Airport, truck lines, instate highways, and has the river
right, so the depot can get supplies out.

[ have a son that is mentally retarded and is going to special school .So if the depot is
closed | would have to move and where | move may not have the schoo! by son need.

Long b B,

Danny B. Butler

1305 Wolf Ridge Dr.
Collierville, TN. 38017
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04 18 95

Dear Chairman Dixon,

I am a DDMT employee, and a Viet Nam Veteran. | have a Son in college, so if DDMT
is close it would have great impact on my family. But moreover, there are many people working
here that are Jess fortunate than | am, and merchants in the greater menph's area that it would
have a greater impact on than my family . So, with this in mind , and many more like me . Pleas

consider what is happening here.

Thank you.

Percy L . Shorter

85 Parkdale Dr.

Memphis, Tennessee 381(:9-5417
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AUTOMATIC DISCREPANCY REPORTING SYSTEM.

(ADRS)

ISE OF MEASURING DEVICES IN CONJUNCTIOR WITH INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE OF MATEERTALS AY
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R CHarmn N AlaN Dixon

» [700 NORTH MODRE ST. SUITE 425
» ARLINGTON , /A 22204

" 703-696-0504

g

iy

A DeBR Chpiiman DIXON |

“ T WANT TO INFORM Vou OF MY CONCERNS MND EFFORDS OF

" RemOv/iNG DEFENSE DISTRIBUTION DEPOT MEMPHIS FRom THE BRAC's
CLOSURE LIST,

! AS You mAY ALREADY KNOW THE [300 JOBS AT DDMT WILL

" HAVE A TREMENDOUS ECONOMICAL IMPACT ON MEMPHIS AND ITS SUR-
" RounDING COMMUNITIES.

" fersonaLLY , T WouLd LIKE 7O BRIEF YOU OF MY SITUATION A3
" A DDMT EMPLOYEE WITH QUST UNDER 80D YEARS EF GOVERMENT

Y cervicE. WORKING WITH CERTAIN MISSIONS N THE PAST SuCH AS

" DESERT STORM, SOMALIA  HAITI TO NBME A FEW AND USING THE

Y MECKHAN | ZED sysTe:M IN THE’ DEPRRTMENT WHERE T WORK, (OGIVESME
' GREAT PLEASURE |N PERFORMING MY JOB AND ACCOMPLISHNG THAT
" WHICH T BELEIVE 1S VERY IMPORTANT TO DLA AND THE DEFENSE
DEPARTMENT.

\ LOSING THIS J08 Wil BE A GREAT FINBNCKL LosT To me

" OAND MY FBMILY. T AM ASKING FOR YOUR HELP JN JOINING ME [N
" SAVING DDMT FROM CLOSING . THANK You KINDLY

* 5//vctm:L\, W

) RE(LEH//N(.; Divison
- DEFENSE DEPOT MEMPHIS

"
»
"
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April 24, 1995

Mr. Alan Dixon, Chairman

Defense Base Closure

and Realignment Commission

1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I would like to convey to you my strong concerns about the
future of the Defense Distribution Depot Memphis (DDMT), and the
projected loss of 1,367 jobs. The ripple affect of the possible
closure would impact our federal employees and their families;
but the economic growth of Memphis would be impaired as well.

Most of our workforce is over the age of fourty and finding
employment would be very hard. I am requesting that you speak

with the other members using your influence to have the Defense
Depot Memphis taken off the BRAC list.

Our history of meeting DoD mission requirements is unequaled
and as a result we are ranked first in material support for our
nations fighting forces. We have subsequently participated in
every major military and humanitarian mission andertaken by DoD.

I ask that you help us save our jobs. I am hopeful with
everyone's help and influence the Defense Depot Memphis will be
taken off the BRAC list. I am confidant with your support we can

keep our depot open, and forge ahead supplying our servicemen and
women with the supplies they need.

I need my job and America needs us te maintain a strong
military. I would like to thank you for your help and support
concerning saving the 1,367 federal jobs.

Respectfully,

William R. Hendrix
6790 Riverdale
Horn Lake, Mississippi 38637
(601) 342-6244
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19 April 95

Alan Dixon, Chairman

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE & REALIGNMENT COMMISSION
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am an employee out here at the Defense Distribution Depot
Memphis. I am concerned with this decision and the economic
impact it will have on this community as well as my co-workers.
The Defense Distribution Depot of Memphis has supported numerous
missions for both the community and the country by providing
food, clothing, and medical supplies during the Desert
Shield/Storm, Gulf War, Haiti, Somalia, U.S. Disaster mission,
and the Memphis Ice Storm in 1994.

The Defense Distribution Depot in Memphis is centrally
located, it is more condusive for shipping in and out of the
local area. Using the transportation that is made readily
available by Fed-Ex, truck lines, rail, air, and the river. This
depot is conveniently located in the vicinity and it allows
expeditious shipping of supplies to support the missions.

The loss of an estimated 1,367 direct jobs would be
disastrous to the economic and the community, but it will as
affect over 7,000 family members who work at the Depot in
Memphis,TN. Local businesses that surround the depot would also
be affected.

Government agencies such as Depot tenants. VA Medical
Center, Corps of Engineers, Reserve units, public schools and
MIFA would be greatly affected.

The ripple effect of this closure would not only impact the
Federal Employees at the depot but the economic growth of Memphis

as a whole would be greatly impaired and would not be in the best
interest of U.S. Defense Department.

Sincerely,

%\/\i*«
ISl



19 April 95

Alan Dixon, Chairman

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE & REALIGNMENT COMMISSION
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Chailrman:

I am an employee out here at the Defense Distribution Depot
Memphis. I am concerned with this decision and the economic
impact it will have on this community as well as my co-workers.
The Defense Distribution Depot of Memphis has supported numerous
missions for both the community and the country by providing
food, clothing, and medical supplies during the Desert
Shield/Storm, Gulf War, Haiti, Somalia, U.S. Disaster mission,
and the Memphis Ice Storm in 1994,

The Defense Distribution Depot in Memphis is centrally
located, it is more condusive for shipping in and out of the
local area. Using the trangportation that is made readily
available by Fed-Ex, truck lines, rail, air, and the river. This
depot is conveniently located in the vicinity and it allows
expeditious shipping of supplies to support the missions.

The loss of an estimated 1,367 direct jobs would be
disastrous to the economic and the community, but it will as
affect over 7,000 family members who work at the Depot in
Memphis,TN. Local businesses that surround the depot would also
be affected.

Government agencies such as Depot tenants, VA Medical
Center, Corps of Engineers, Reserve units, public schools and
MIFA would be greatly affected.

The ripple effect of this closure would not only impact the
Federal Employees at the depot but the economic growth of Memphis
as a whole would be greatly impaired and would not be in the best
interest of U.S. Defense Department.

Sincerely,

b oS Biohop




19 April 95

Alan Dixon, Chairman

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE & REALIGNMENT COMMISSION
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am an employee out here at the Defense Distribution Depot
Memphis. I am concerned with this decision and the economic
impact it will have on this community as well as my co-workers.
The Defense Distribution Depot of Memphis has supported numerous
missions for both the community and the country by providing
food, clothing, and medical supplies during the Desert
Shield/Storm, Gulf War, Haiti, Somalia, U.S. Disaster mission,
and the Memphis Ice Storm in 1994.

The Defense Distribution Depot in Memphis is centrally
located, it is more condusive for shipping in and out of the
local area. Using the transportation that is made readily
available by Fed-Ex, truck lines, rail, air, and the river. This
depot is conveniently located in the vicinity and it allows
expeditious shipping of supplies to support the missions.

The loss of an estimated 1,367 direct jobs would be
disastrous to the economic and the community, but it will as
affect over 7,000 family members who work at the Depot in
Memphis,TN. Local businesses that surround the depot would also
be affected.

Government agencies such as Depot tenants, VA Medical
Center, Corps of Engineers, Reserve units, public schools and
MIFA would be greatly affected.

The ripple effect of this closure would not only impact the
Federal Employees at the depot but the economic growth of Memphis
as a whole would be greatly impaired and would not be in the best

interest of U.S. Defense Department.
Sincersly,
o lll o>

David Allen White
4520 Kerwin Drive
Memphis, TN 38128-1900
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JOYCE L. KEYS
2031 KELTNER CIR.
Memphis, TN 38114

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE and
REALIGNMENT COMMISSION

1700 North Moore 8t. Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

To Chairman Alan Dixon:

I am writing this letter in reference to the proposed
closure of the Defense Distribution Depot Memphis TN. I have
been an employee at DDMT for 17 years. I am a single parent and
this is my only source of imcome. I am not only concerned about
my future, but also the future of our children and our community.
The depot has been in existence for as long as I can remember and
has been a vital part of this community. To lose this depot
would be a great impact on our children because this is their
future. Our children are already at the top of the crime list,
and the main reason is that they think we don't care and they
can't find any good jobs so they turn to other thing to have the
things that they desire. Our unemployment is already at an all
time high, and crime is worse than it has ever been. To close
this depot and put over 1000 people out of work would be only
adding to our world problems. The crime rate would go even
higher, unemploument figures would go up and our young people
would have even less to look foward to. I have been educated as
well as skilled here at this depot. I have had an opportunity to
better my skills and knowledge by attending some classes that
have been offered here at DDMT, some even offered college
credits. I would like for my child and others to have some of
these opportunities. The closure of this depot would be
devistating to all concerned. I hope and pray that the decision
will be reconsidered.

Sincerely,

oyt Ao

oyce L. Keys




April 19, 1995

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE and
REALIGNMENT COMMISSION

1700 North Moore St. Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Chairman Alan Dixon:

I am writing this letter in reference to the proposed
closure of the Defense Distribution Depot Memphis Tenn. I have
been an employee at DDMT for 23 years. 1 am nearing retirement
age and I have worked here all my life. I am the sole bread
winner of a family of 5. If this depot closes and I have worked
here my entire life I have no retirement to look forward to. I
am not only concerned about my well being, but also about the
well being of my co-workers and the impact it would have on the
community. To lose this depot would hurt over 1,000 people.
Some have nothing else and can do nothing else. It would hurt
the community even more, the crime rate would increase
tremendously, unemployment would increase and less money would be

put back into our community. I am interested in my son's well
being, who is now graduating from high school. In order for me
to send him to college I need to continue working. Our children

need an education now more than ever, and if this depot falls I
could not even began to count the number of children who would
not be able to get an education, because their mothers and
fathers are not able to afford it. This job has been good to me
and to other employees. If it had not been for DDMT a large
number of us would not be where we are today. It has made us
able to help the economy of this city. We put money back into
the community by being employed at DDMT. If we are unemployed we
can only take away from our community and our economy. I hope
that you would reconsider our Base Closure for the sake of the
community, the economy, and the employees of DDMT.

Sincerely,

G

Clinton Cain
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18 April 95

Alan Dixon, Chairman

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE & REALIGNMENT COMMISSION
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am concerned with this decision and the economic impact
it will have on the community. The Defense Distribution Depot
of Memphis, TN has supported numerous missions for both the
community and the country by providing food, clothing, and
medical supplies during the Desert Shield/Storm, Guld War, Haiti,
Somalia, U.S. Disaster mission, and the Memphis Ice Storm in
1994,

Memphis is a centrally located depot, it is more condusive
for shipping in and out of the local area. Using the
transportation that is made readily available by Fed-Ex, truck
lines, rail, air, and the river. This Depot is convientantly
located in the vicinity and it allows expeditious shipping of
supplies to support the missions.

The economic impact on the community would be disastrous,
with not only the loss of an estimated 1,367 direct jobs, but
approximately 7,000 effected family members. Local businesses
that surround the depot would also be affected.

Government agencies such as tenants, VA Medical Center,
Corps of Engineers, Reserve units, public schools and MIFA
would be greatly affected.

The ripple effect of this closure would not only impact the
Federal Employees at the depot but the economic growth of Memphis
as a whole would be impaired and would not be in the best
interest of U.S. Defense Department.

Sincerely,

Linda L. White
4520 Kerwin Drive
Memphis, TN 38128-1900
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April 18, 1995

Chairman Alan Dixon

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT COMMISSION
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425

Arlington, Va. 22209

Dear Sir:

The recent announcement that the Defense Distribution Depot Memphis,
was on the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) list was quite a surprise
to many Depot employees. Along with that announcement came many other
valid concerns for me and my family. As briefly as possible, I will share
only a few of those concerns.

My civil service career began shortly after I completed high school.
At the time, what was believed to be a secure job future at the Depot no
longer exist; I fully exspected to retire from this agency at age fifty-five.
The situation I am now facing, is that I am a forty-five year old African
American female with twenty-three years and seven months of federal civil
service. I am too young to retire, and too old to began a new career.
Additionally, my husband, also employed at the Memphis Depot, if forty-five
years old with twenty-one years of federal servcie. The overwhelming
majority of Depot employees are in their forties.

We are not wealthy nor affluent, instead we live from one Depot pay-check
to another. 1If the Depot closes our household will consist of two unemployed
adults and one ten year old who depends solely upon us for his support and
well-being. He is also having a hard time dealing with the possibility of
having to relocate.

In conclusion, there have been a lot of conversations concerning base
closures and balancing the federal budget. Some of our politicians say that
they owe it to their children to balance the budget. My question to you Sir,
and to those politicians is, "Who is responsible for our children"? We can
be factored out of civil service, but we can not be factored out of society.

‘ %‘)?//
Velma H. Lewis C:§22££4177

Packer Leader
Defense Depot Memphis



19 April 95

ALAN DIXON, CHAIRMAN

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE & REALIGNMENT COMMISSION
1700 NORTH MOORE STREET, SUITE 1425
ARLINGTON, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Defense Distribution Depot Memphis has been recommended for
closure by the Base Realigmment and Closure Commission (BRAC). As a
taxpayer and registered voter, 1 concerned with this decision and the
economic impact it will have on the community. The Defense Distribution
Depot in its history has supported numerous missions for both the community
and the country by providing food, clothing and medical supplies during
Desert Shield/Storm, Gulf War, Haiti, Somalia, U.S. Disaster mission and
Memphis Ice Storm of 1994.

Since Memphis is centrally located and does not have the weather
constraints of other parts of the country, it is more condusive for shipping
in and out of the local area. Using transportation made readily available by
Fed-Ex, truck lines, rail, air and the river, located in the immediate vicinity,
allows expeditious shipping of supplies to support missions.

The economic impact on the community would be disastrous, with not
only the loss of an estimated 1,367 direct jobs, buth with approximately
7,000 effected family members. Local businesses would also be effected
with the loss of revenue, jobs and in some cases their businesses. Other
Government agencies such as Depot tenents, VA Medical Center, Corps of
Engineers, Reserve Units, Public Schools and MIFA would also be affected.

The ripple effect of this closure would not only impact the Federal
Employees at the Depot, but for the economic growth of Memphis as a whole
would be impaired and would not be in the best interest of U.S. Defense
Department.

Sincerely,

\7(?/@%%(/?
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20 April 95

Alan Dixon, Chairman

DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE & REALIGNMENT COMMISSION
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In reference to the future closing of Defense Depot in
Memphis, TN. The Depot contributes highly to the econom¥ in
Memphis, financially, spiritually and educationally. A large
gercenta e of our gouth has been” trained at the Depot givin

hem what they need toward preparing them for future tfaine
adults to help manage and c¢ontfrol a better organized society
and communities for us to live and survive 1in.,

In the past other subsidized programs were assisted _through
the Depot toward training_ individuals for future em o¥e
citizens in society. Emgloyment for_ our youth is of utmost
importance to me toward helping to eliminate_ crime. _ The younger
generation itself being employéd is definitely a number ohne
reason for our remaining opeh.

~ Jobs in Memphis are scarce in a higher,paylng cagac1ty.
Minimum wage is a no, no, when we are striving fci better.” A
number two reason for our remalnlng.open is wé have made
commendable contributions in assisfing in missions supporting
other continents (our Friends) in Timé of need, working hours,
upon_hours,  spending considerable amounts of t1me_awa¥_from our
own household trying to helg others in a much needed time. Not
one but numerous misSsions (1) Desert Shield/Storm, (2) Somalia,
(3) El Salvador, (4) Kuwait, (b) Haiti, and many others.

Reason number three is we play a large role in hiring the
handicapped, training and pregarlng them " for becgming fihacially
capable of handling monies and othér arising conditidns. This
saves the Government by not having individuals on welfare roles
and other Government finds. Earning their own mgney makes them
become citizens, more appreciative o0f their knowlege being useful
in our communlties.

The fact is I am retiring in September (not because 1 want
too) in order for the individuals that cannot, have a chance to
stay employed. I am very much interested in my co-workers and
fellow men” than some can realize. I am very much concerned.

Statistics will show that unemgloyment,causes the crime rate
to rise. If the Depot of Memphis closés this will surely become
a higher crime rate area. Please take this into consideration.
Don't spend an excessive amount on courts and prisons
unnecessarily.

Sincerelg,

Alma Caldwell
WG-06,Material Handler
Medical Division

i
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21 April 1995

2870 Dumbarton Oaks Drive
Memphis, TN 38127

Dear Commissioner Kling,

| am an employee at the Memphis Defense Depot now and fooking hopely to the future.
 trust that your recent visit to our facility and the hearing at Birimingham, Alabama has given you
a more encourged look at what we are capable of and how efficient we are.

Even in disaster we still show just cause against base closure. When the evil and horrifying
bombing of the Federal building in Okalahoma City occurred the Memphis Defense Depot was
called on and resonded immediately.

We are here in the "Distribution Center of the World" for a reason, as in the past we made the
differences. | feel the future is just as important - The differences could be the Memphis
Defense Depot.

Sincerely,

Priscilla J. Miller-Collins
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Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
ATTN: Senator Dixon

1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425

Arlington, VA 22209

PDear Senatoyr Daixon:

I would implore vou to make every effort and to use every
resource availlable to vou to stop the closure of Deiense
Distribution Depot Memphis (DDMT}), which was recommended by the
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC).,

I am a 5b vear old male. You must understand that at my age, 1t
will be next to rmpossible to find gainful employment. 1 only
have 15 vears federal service, not enough to retire., Frivate
industry 1s hesitate to hire the more mature person., 1f I am
hired i1n the private industry, I am sure 1t will be for minimum
wage or less and probably an unskilled position. [ have
emplovable skills, but at my adge no one would hire ne. This job
1s very important to me and [ enioy servicing my country at the
civilian level,.

Closing this depot would effort many businesses i1n Memnphis.
Please do not add Memphis to the unemplovment

e T

Sincerely,

James H. Wh
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James Gordon Jones
3511 Rockwood Avenue

Memphis, TN 38122
(901) 458-8466

April 17, 1995

Mr. Alan J. Dixon, Chairman

Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Dixon:

| have been employed by the Memphis Defense Depot since February 3, 1987. I was
fortunate to have had the backing of the Epilepsy Foundation in assisting me in
obtaining employment through the Handicap Program at the depot. |f it had not

been for their persistence and the federal government's Handicap Program, there
is a probability that | would still be seeking employment.

Many handicap people, including myself, can and do live productive lives, as we

have learned to compensate for our disadvantages in other ways. Statistics show
that handicap workers make "better than average" employees because we feel that
we must prove ourselves. We truly are "challenged"” individuals. However, we

must realize that we are a minority in the work place and do require some extra
consideration in seeking employment opportunities. This is of great concern to
me and many others, especially with the pending RIF or closure of the Memphis
Defense Depot.

During this time of economical uncertainty, little has been said or addressed
regarding the future of many handicap employees. |f the government does not
provide assistance in job opportunities, many may be forced to rely on
government funded programs such as food stamps, welfare, etc. in order to
survive. Can we recognize the "hypocrisy” of it all. | submit that this is not
the American way.

I believe the Memphis Defense Depot is providing the challenged and
disadvantaged workers with the resources required to care for his/her
family...This is the American way. Much more than this, the Memphis Defense
Depot provides good, honest work for all Americans while providing the necessary
services to its country,its military personnel, and disaster victims.

This 1is our message "The Handicap as well as all Americans need the Memphis
Defense Depot and the Memphis Defense Depot needs us'". Together we make America
stronger in time of war and peace...THIS S THE AMERICAN WAY!

Respectfully,

v




Sandra E. Underwood
5949 E. Point br. Apt 3
Memphis Tenn., 38115

Senator Dixon,

I am a 45 vear old single parent. 1 have 21 vears of qovernment
service. I would like for you to please reconsider closing the
Defense Depot Memphis. Why ? Because at my age 1t would be
almogt i1mpossible to find a job that would give me bthe benefits
that I have now. In trving to find a patrt time job to help out
after my divorce, 1t was a total flop. They never gave a reason.
They only stated that thev would be calling me. wWhich they never
did. I also have a 13 vear old son that is totally dependent on
me. Being a black female 1t 1s alteady hard raising a young black
male. I was on the welfare 28 yvears aqo and never wani to go
back that direction again. 1t may not seem like 1t but there are
hlack people that want the necessilies for their children.
without doing anything wrong to get them. Bult by working hard. 1
have raised 3 children while working at the Depot and 1 would
like to keep my job long enough to raise my last son and retire.
S0 Senator Dixon would vou please reconsider the olosing of DDMT.
From the bottom of my heart 1 thank you. My son and my future
rest 1in your hands.

Thanking You In Advance,

@7«&%{7&&/5 (Zf(él/t,(/[& e

Sandra E. Undevrwoad




5456 McGill Rd.
Memphis, Tn. 38120
April 19, 1995

Senator Alan Dixon

Defense Base Closure And Realignment Commission

1700 North Moore Street Suite 1425

Arlington, Va. 22209

703-699-0504

Dear Sir:

We, the employees of DDMT would appreciate your considera-
tion and positive evaluation concerniny The Defense Depot
Memphis, Tn.. The closing of the depot would have a very
negative effect on me. It would alter my ability to meet
my mortgage payments, car notes, utility expenses, medical
bills, insurance payments, grocery bills, and all other
expenses.

The closing of this defense base, as well as others
could and conceivably will have a disastrous effect on
The U.S.A.. We are aware that the political nature of our
world is changing and we don't want to act to suddenly.

I much rather be a taxpayer than a receiver and have
a sense of security for myself and my co-workers, as well
as for our country.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully yours,

William M. Edall
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Andrew Miller

3030 Caffey St.

Hernando, MS 38632
Employee Action Committee

Dear Commissioner Robles,

As a former military leader and veteran of Desert Shicld/Storm you are aware that a strong
defense is essential to our country. We at the Defense Depot Memphis feel that in the past and in
the future we will be an important part of our defense structure. Our 53 year history of
supporting our military in all it’s efforts bear witness to the fact that we are now and should remain
part of this structure.

As a member of the BRAC commission you are well aware of all the facts that we have
presented in our effort to remove Memphis from the closure list. We at the Defense Depot
Memphis wish to extend to you an invitation to personally inspect our Depot. We feel with your
military background you would be best able to judge for yourself this site.

We are proud of our history in support of the United States military missions and we would
welcome the chance for you, with your military expertise, to come to Memphis and relay your
Jjudgments to the other members of the commission. Your assistance in this matter would be deeply
appreciated. Point of contact to respond to this request is Mr. Andrew Miller, 3030 Caffey
Street, Hernando, MS 38632.

Thanking You,

ST Oty CoR

Andrew Miller
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Honorable Biil Ciinton March 30, 1995

the White House Otiice
L6006 Pennsylvariia Avenue N.W.
Washington, LDC 2ULUL-2U006

Ueal pbresident Jliaton:

Ioan writing .u relerence o tie recent decisiun to ciose the Defense
ULsULLOULL G LERPUL Meghlo (ilbld ). Y adne o3 SusSan 4. halpemny and I work in Quality
Assurance i Lhe Sudsisience sectiun oif the Derense Depot. DIMIP has provided many of
the essentlal suppllies needed Lo [Uulilll the missions for which we have been called
uparl to do tor this camwnnlty, the country and world. DIMY hias provided food,
ciocthing and nucii eedged medical suppiles during Desert Shield/sStorm, Haiti,
Uperation Restore Hiope (Somalia), U.5. Lisaster Mission in Florida, Humanitarian
Assistance Program, and El Salvador.

I think our etfficiency in handling the work loads at these times will stand alone
as evidence 10 tne eiiecltiveness and mission of Defense Depot Memphis. As an
exampie, in 1991 during Desert Storm, the Defense Depot Memphis received in, an
average oi 56,843,955 powwis per day of semi-perishable food and shipped out
25,8596,4666 pounds per day in the first six months of that year. During Operation
kestore Hope 1 Samolia, the velense Depol Mamphis siupped out over 19,080 pallets or
3,810,000 rations to Samolia. These figures are an example of the importance of DDMT
and how <rudlai are suppuit was at these critical times. The real gquestion is how
well could tie miiitary have operated without the support of DDMT? I believe it
would have made 10U extiemely difricult to handle the quantities of product in order
to tulfill the mission.

1 believe the Lefense Depot Memphis was maneuvered into a position that would
make 1t vulnerabie (¢ closure, Beveral years ago, the finance center for DDMT was
moved to Columbus, Ohao. Not long atter that, a tenant organization located on the
depol Called weleénse laudsirial Flant pguipment Center; ofcen referred to as "DIFEC!;
was also moved.  Cirkd conliviled the purchasing obl all industrial equipment for all
Cowe iddddiany . e alu wll@re Were Nwves that 1 odon't belleve were necessary other
el to make e depot vuineraple to ciosure. 1 would like to ask the question of
OOW MEIpiss woe oaugeled Lol Closuce 1oy swobore the BRAUY was ever started. This
was a biased devision Lhat [ peilieve sioulua be investigated.

Many Oiliers aavily Wil myseil wlili e put intoe a hardship situation because of
this biased decision against Defense Depot Memphis. We want the injustice stopped
before the damage 1s liveversikle, Your eftorts in reversing this decision will be
closely observed by your constituents.

Sincerely,

Ao ey




April 11, 1995

The ‘Honorable Allen Dixon, Chairman

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
1700 North Moore, Suite 1425

Alexandrla, Virginia 22209

Dear Mr..Chairman:

The Cealition of 100 Black Women - Memphis Chapter is concerned
about the proposed closure of the Memphis Defense Distribution
Depot .. and the affect its closure would have on the Memphis

community

After: cons&ﬁerable research we determined that the Memphis Defense
DlStrlbutlQn Depot is one of the most cost effective and valuable

mllltary snpply facilities.

The depot “.has access to one of the best transportation
1nfrastructures in the nation. It has proven its strategic
importance Qurlng its participation in Operation Desert
Shleld/Desgrt*ﬁtorm, Just Cause, Restore Democracy, Restore Hope
and Southefn Wattch. Most recently, the depot was designated as the
primary fa01'gty for Operation Bright Star in Southwest Asia.

5, ‘&éars, the depot has been a source of econonmic
stablllty fo¥zthe citizens of Memphis. The depot's importance as
gtoyer has increased as companies have closed or moved
out the cfty

i ”
Our membe "flncludes African American women who are diverse in

terms of background, economic status and pOlltlcal persuasion.
Many of us have made conscious decisions to raise our families here
even when other venues have beaconed. Given the devastation that
the closu;e would cause, we implore you to revisit the decision to
close thl$ facility.

)

Dorothy W¥i Z3un
Political A¢f¥ion Chairperson ° S
Coalition of 100 Black Women e

Enclosure : : S
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James Gordon Jones
3511 Rockwood Avenue
Memphis, TN 38122
(901) 458-8466

April 17, 19985

Mr. Alan J., Dixon, Chairman

Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission
1700 North Moore Street, Suite 1425
Arlington, VA 22209

Dear Mr. Dixon:

-

I have been employed by the Mamphis Defense Depot since February 3, 1987. | was
fortunate to have had the backing of the Epilepsy Foundation in assisting me in
obtaining employment through the Handicap Program at the depot. [f it had not

been for their persistence and the federal government's Handicap Program, there
is a probability that | would still be seeking smployment.

Many handicap people, including myself, can and do live productive lives, as wa
have learnad to compensate for our disadvantages 1in other ways. Statistics show
that handicap workers make "better thanm average'" employees because we feel that
we must prove ourselves. We truly are "challenged” individuals. However, we
must realize that we are a minority in the work place and do require some extra
consideration in seeking employment opportunities. This is of great concern to
me and many others, especially with the pending RIF or closure of the Memphis
Defense Dspot.

During this time of economical uncertainty, little has been said or addressed
regarding the future of many handicap employees. tf the government does not
provide assistance in job opportunities, many may be forced to rely on
government funded programs such as food stamps, welfare, etc. in order to
survive, Can we racognize the "hypocrisy” of it all. ! submit that this 1s not
the American way.

| believe the Memphis Defense Depot is providing the challenged and
digsdvantaged workers with the resources required to care for his/her
family...This is the American way. Much mora than this, the Memphis Defense
Depot provides good, honest work for all Americans while providing the necessary
services to its country,its military parsonnel, and disaster victims,

This is our message 'The Handicap as well as all Americans need the Memphis
Defense Depot and the Memphis Defense Dapot needs us’”. Together we make America
stronger 1n time of war and peace...TH{S !S THE AMERICAN WAY!

Respectfully,

;W SR oo )W | .
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5456 McGill Rd.
Memphis, Tn. 38120-1604
March 24, 1995

Mr. Lee Kling & Members

Base Reallignment & Closure Commission

~(703) 696-0550

Dear Sir,

This letter 1is related to the recommended closure of The
Defense Depot Memphis, Tn.. We, the employees are concerned

about the security of The U.S5.A. and our present and future
job situations.

Since my employment began at the depot, we have played

important roles in the aftermath of Hurricane Hugo, earth-
quakes and other disasters in Ca. and Fla., the overthrow

of the Panamanian dictator, Noriega, Desert 3hield/Storm in
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, the troubles in Granada, E1 Salvador,
Hati, and Somalia. We don't know the future c¢rucial events
that most assuredly will arise in our world. These may be

due to either man-made troubles or natural disasters.

Memphis is strategically located and has a favorable
climate. These factors provide for quick and easy shipments.
We also have an excellent employee base from which to choose.
This enables easier planning either on a temporary or perma-
nent basis.

Qur transportation capabilities are excellent. Some

examples are Memphis-based Federal Express, United Parcel
Service, M.S. Carriers, Roadway truck lines, 0ld Dominion

truck lines, the railroad system, The Mississippl River, etc.

The closing of the depot would have a negative effect

on our local economy. It would cause the anticipated cash
flows of our employees to be altered which should cause a

multiplier effect in our economy.

We, the listed employees of The Defense Depot Memphis, Tn.
would appreciate your review and your positive evaluation. The

best offense 18 a strong defense and we want to continue to strive
to make the world a better place in which to live.

May it be known that coples of this letter are being sent to
President Wm. Clinton, Vice-Pregident Al Gore Jr., Governor Don-

Sundquist, Sen. Wm. Frist, Sen. Fred Thompson, Sec. of Defense-

Wm. Perry, Rep. H. Ford, Mayor W. Herenton, Mayor J. Rout, acting-
commander Mr. E. Holladay, and Chief W. Vaught.

Sincerely,

DD e, M) Edal

William M. Edall
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Les Kling & BRAC Members:

As an American citizen, | am deeply troubled that the U.S. Congress and the
present admin1strat10n is taking drastic measures of closing our military
depots, govere cutbacks of military basas, armed forces, and other areas
involved in the defense of our country.

Certainly we can all agree that we live in a very insecure world, where at this
moment, there is a war or a threat of war somewhere in the world. As you know,
the U.S. has earnsd the raspect of other countries by providing military and
humanitarian acts for those who can not defend themselves against aggressors,
Should history repeat itsslf, it's just a matter of time before the U.S. will
have to deal with another “"viet Nam” or "Desert Storm” situation. Despite the
diligent effort of our present administration and congress, we are still unable
to'have a peaceful world; the least we can do is to be ready to defend
ourselves. This is why the U.S, MUST be ready to intercede at a moment's
notice. As one wise philosopher stated "When one losos the power to protect
itself, then that entity soon becomes non-existence”

| want to address my concerns regarding the closing of defense depots and their
important contributions; and in particular, the Memphis Defense Depot for which
i and many others are concerned by the pending closing. The Memphis Defense
Depot has been meeting the challenge of providing immedjate assistance to those
who are victims of war and of national disasters. | would hate to think that
we, as a nation, could lose the resources the depot provides to those in the
military as we are the "backbone™ of our military resourzes, When we do our job
well, we make it easier for those on the front lines to do their job. We are
their "CARE" package.

The Memphis Defense Depot is centrally located, This 1s an important factor
considering the many natural disasters that have struck America in the last few
years. Memphis's transportation systems rate among the best in the world, not tc
mention the title of “distribution center of America”. This is critical when
time is of the essence. The Defense Depot along with the American Red Cross is
our major disaster insurance and resassurance policy holder. The Memphis Defenst
Depot remains strong in its commitment to serve its community and country.

gesides providing military and humanitarian resources, the Defense Depot
benefits our economical growth 1in Memphis. The closing of the Memphis Defense
Depot will leave its mark on the city, state, and federal government as many ma
have to rely on government aide in order to survive, During this time of
economical difficulties, it will be almost impossible for workers to find other
comparable positions in the Memphis area. Other companies will be negatively
affectad by the closing of our depot or by drastic reduction in force becsuse
they goo depend on us.

it is my hope that you will re-evaluate the need of keening the Memphis Defense
Depot operations active. | respectfully remind you of some of its important
attributes: Memphis's centralized location, its efficiency in quality control,
its active transportation systems, its humanitarian efforts, its community
involvement, its economical support, ita Red Cross involvement, and the fact
that it a government owned facility. So much more could be said in its defens:
however, | will close with the same quote that | started this Jetter, "When on
loses the powar to protect ijtself, then that entity soon becomes non-existent”

Respeptful]y,
éLnM%A/ );b4¢z771&éb7$cn_/
James Qordon Jones

3511 Rockwood Aventue
Memphis, TN 38122







iW’“f’%l, )
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I know you have a job to do but I hope that you look at all the information that the Depot,
Mempbhis has given you and study the facts and see for yourselves that the Defense Depot
in Memphis has always come through when they were needed in a time of crisis. Their
efforts have been outstanding I know for myself that people out here would work on their
on time to get food and supplies out to our soldiers and for people in need. The location is
the best as far as getting supplies out so please I ask you again to study the infortnation and
please make a discussion that you know is the right one. Their are peoples jobs and lives at

stake here not just closing a Base!!!.
i W

Sipcerely,
A F. BENNETT

Dear BRAC Commissioners:




	4.pdf
	4-1.pdf

