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August 12,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

During the site visit at Naval Air Station Oceana (NASO) on August 1 and again during the public 
hearing regarding NASO on August 4, you stated, "We spoke with several F/A-18 instructor pilots who 
described the effects of flight restrictions and noise abatement procedures with which they must comply. 
We heard that operations at Oceana are not consistent with operations at sea. . . . A consistent comment 
from the students is that they wished they could have practiced this (actual pattern) sooner." 

I believe the pilots are speaking ex.clusively about night Field Camer Landing Practice (FCLP) training 
operations at Naval Auxiliary Landing Field (NALF) Fentress in the City of Chesapeake and I would like 
to forward my thoughts regarding this issue: 

While we all recognize that landing on an aircraft camer at night is one of the most complicated and 
dangerous undertalangs for naval aviators, I believe the training experience available at NALF Fentress 
has proven satisfactory for many years. The Navy changed the pattern height and modified the shape of 
the pattern on one runway prior to 1980 and the same landing pattern has been utilized since. 

The accommodations made by Navy and Marine Corps aviators for the differences in patterns between 
the practice landing field and the carrier is commonplace. For example, I understand that under certain 
wind conditions, a non-standard (right-hand) pattern has been utilized on the main runway at Marine 
Corps Air Station Cherry Point in North Carolina for many years. The fact that the Navy has utilized a 
slightly modified (standard) left-hand pattern at NALF Fentress with great success for so many years 
indicates that it is not an issue. 

Navy representatives have confirmed that VFA-106, NASO's F/A-18 Fleet Replacement Squadron 
(FRS), FCLP training at NALF Fentress utilizes the same syllabus without extra flight hours above that of 
their Hornet FRS counterpart at NAS Lemoore, California. In addition, there has been virtually no 
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difference between the east coast and west coast Hornet FRS's in the overall performance of their 
students during aircraft camer qualification training. 

I am further bolstered in my opinion that this is not an issue by the testimonies given during your site visit 
on August 1 ", by Rear Admiral Stephen Turcotte, Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, Rear Admiral 
Donald Bullard, Fleet Forces Command Atlantic, Rear Admiral David Anderson, Deputy Commander, 
Second Fleet, and Captain Troy Shoemaker, Deputy Commander Camer Air Wing Seventeen. All four 
warriors testified that adjustments made to the landing pattern at NALF Fentress were easily accepted by 
naval aviators, has been for many years and would hopefully remain the same for years to come. 

I hope this issue can be put permanently to bed. If the officers responsible for training our pilots through 
personal experience and leadership are more than satisfied with the quality of training gained by utilizing 
NALF Fentress, then we should be as well. 

Virgnia Beach and the Chesapeake City Councils are committed to doing everything possible to maintain 
NASO as the Navy's premier East Coast Master Jet Base, which includes NALF Fentress. Case in point, 
Chesapeake Vice-Mayor, Debby Ritter, was the Chair of the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) Regional 
Policy Committee and provided a firm hand at the helm through the entire process. Just as Mayor 
Oberndorf cannot answer for Chesapeake City Council, Vice-Mayor Ritter cannot do so for Virginia 
Beach City Council. I hope it is obvious that both community leaders are dedicated to maintaining 
NASO. 

As always, thank you for your service to America, especially during this difficult BRAC process. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

C: The Honorable Base Realignment and Closure Commission Members 
The Honorable John Warner 
The Honorable George Allen 
The Honorable Mark R. Warner 
The Honorable Dalton Edge 
The Honorable Members of City Council 


