
BRAC Commission 

25 July 2005 
Humphrey S. Williams I11 
60 Pine St 
Rollinsford, NH 03869 

The Honorable Phillip Coyle AUG t 5 2005 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 aecelved 

Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Coyle: 

I am in my 27th year of Government Service, with 25 of the years spent as an employee at Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. I am very proud to tell you that I am a third generation employee of this shipyard. In 
addition to my father and grandfather, my fiance, my brother, and a couple of my nephews currently work 
here and I had several uncles and an aunt work here too. All of us have dedicated our working careers to 
giving the most we can to the government. 

As I know you have heard from several people, this shipyard is truly the best of the best. Over the course 
of my career, I have been privileged to work with some of the finest men and women in the shipbuilding 
and ship repair industry in the world today. Everyone here is dedicated to continuously improving our 
performance. We strive to beat our own safety, cost and schedule records, while always performing the 
work with the utmost quality. We pride ourselves in giving the Navy everything we possibly can. 

We are the best at overhauling submarines and we can be the best at any kind of work the Department of 
Defense needs or asks us to perform. The only reason we are not performing work on surface crafts today, 
is that there is still a tremendous workload for our submarine fleet. Ask any of our counterparts and they 
will tell you that the submarine workforce is the most highly trained of all shipyard workers. Submarine 
qualified workers may perform work on any Navy vessel and many of our workers do in fact help the 
other public shipyards in performing repairs on surface craft as well as submarines. It doesn't stop with 
just performing work on Navy vessels either. We just completed some work helping the Army prepare 
armament for vehicles being used in Iraq. 

The intent of BRAC is to save money for our country. With regards to Navy maintenance, the best way to 
save money is to KEEP THE MOST EiFFICIENT SHIPYARD OPEN. We have met every challenge 
thrown our way. We have given back deployment time. We have given back working capital. We have 
given all we can to continually perform as the best in the industry. If the best performing shipyard is 
closed, what kind of a message does that send to other government workers about performing at their 
best? I ask that you recognize the mistakes made in putting us on the closure list and that you and the 
other commissioners please KEEP THE BEST SHIPYARD OPEN. PLEASE REMOVE PORTSMOUTH 
NAVAL SHIPYARD FROM THE CL,OSURE LIST. 

~ L , / z  

p ey S. Williams, I11 

DCN: 7591



BRAC Coliinlission 

Dear Commissioner Newton, 

Received 

I'm typing this letter to you in favor of keeping The Porisl~~outh Nwal Shiyyad off of 

thc zloscr list. 

The delegation at the Boston, Mass. hearings did a great job explaining how the 

govmmmt fided to meet the criteria1 set forth by the government. The government 

twisted all the facts and the numbers to meet their needs. 

The government said that they will save a bunch of money by closing the yard down, 

when in fact after not having enough space for the subs, and the lack of knowledge to get 

things done in a timely manner, the government will not be saving as much as they 

are saying. 

I think they (Portsmouth Naval Shipyard) could save the government money by 

worlung on other types of ships. They say if you can work on a submarine, you can work 

on anything, and The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the best on submarines. 

I don't see how closing down the best shipyard (cost efficiency, getting jobs done in a 

timely fashon, and the base a lot of the customers like coming too, both for the 

workmanship and the people) will help The United States of America. 

What about the security of The United States of America? What message are we 

sending to the enemies, the bad boys, that America is closing their best Shipyard. Does 

America care about their own safety? 

I think closing down Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a big mistake! 

Thank-you for your t i m ~  w d  i~avc; a gUOC14ay I 



Dear Commissioner Hansen 

~ ~ c e  ~ v e d  
I'm typing this letter to you in favor of keepmg The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard off of 

the closer list. 

The delegation at the Boston, Mass. hearings did rt great job explaining how the 

government failed to meet the criteria1 set forth by the government. The government 

twisted all the facts and the numbers to meet their needs. 

The govement said that they will save a bunch of money by closing the yard down, 

when in fact after not having enough space for the subs, and the lack of knowledge to get 

things done in a timely manner, the government will not be saving as much as they 

are saying. 

I think they (Portsmouth Naval Shipyard) could save the govement money by 

working on other types of ships. They say if you can work on a submarine, you can work 

on anythng, and The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the best on submarines. 

I don't see how closing d o ~ m  the best shipyard (cost efficiency, getting jobs done in a 

timely fashion, and the base a lot of the customers like coming too, both for the 

workmanship and the people) will help The United States of America. 

What about the security of'The United States of America? What message are we 

sending to the enemies, the bad boys, that America is closing their best Shipyard. Does 

Amerxca care about their own safety? 

I think closing down Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a big mistake! 

Thank-you for your time and have a goodday! 



+C OUR S H I D ~  

**- 49e 

PAID FOR BY 
SHIPYARD DOLLARS 

Dear Commissioner Skinner 

I'm typing this letter to you in favor of keeping The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard off of 

the closer list. 

The delegation at the Boston, Mass. hearings did a great job explaining how the 

government failed to meet the criterial set forth by the government. The government 

twisted all the facts and the numbers to meet their needs. 

The government said that they will save a bunch of money by closing the yard down, 

when in fact after not having enough space for the subs, and the lack of knowledge to get 

things done in a timely mmtx, the government will not be saving as much as they 
P 

are saying. 

I think they (Portsmouth Naval Shipyard) could save the government money by 

working on other types of ships. They say if you can work on a submarine, you can work 

on anything, and The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the best on submarines. 

I don't see how closing down the best shipyard (cost efficiency, getting jobs done in a 

timely fashion, and the base iu lot of the customers like coming too, both for the 

workmanship and the people) will help The United States of America. 

What about the security of The United States of America? What message are we 

sendug to the e n e m i e s , ~ ~  bop, h t  America is closing their best Shipyard. Does 

America care about their own safety? 

I think closing down Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a big mistake! 

Thank-you for your time and have a good-day! 



\ 5 2005 
Dear Chairman Antony J. Principi, Rece~ved 

I'm typing this letter to you in favor of keeping The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard off of 

the closer list. 

The delegation at the Boston, Mass. hearings did a great job explaining how the 

government hiled to meet the criteria1 set forth by the government. The government 

twisted all the facts and the numbers to meet their needs. 

The government said that they will save a bunch of money by closing the yard down, 

when in fact after not having enough space for the subs, and the lack of knowledge to get 

things done in a timely manner, the government will not be saving as much as they 

are saying. 

I think they (Portsmouth Naval Shipyard) could save the government money by 

working on other types of ships. They say if you can work on a submarine, you can work 

on anything, and The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the best on submarines. 

I don't see how closing down the best shipyard (cost efficiency, getting jobs done in a 

timely fashion, and the base ii lot of the customers like coming too, both for the 

workmanship and the people) will help The United States of America. 

What about the security of The United States of America? What tnessage are we: 

sending to the enemies, the bad boys, that America is closing their best Shipyard. Does 

I think closing down Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a big mistake! 

Thank-you for your time and have a good-day! 



&OUR = ~ I P ~  

J L '9e 

PAID FOR BY 
SHIPYARD DOLLARS 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray, 

I'm typing this letter to you in favor of keeping The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard off of 

the closer list. 

The delegation at the Boston, Mass. hearings did a great job explaining how the 

government failed to meet the criteria1 set forth by the government. The government 

twisted all the facts and the numbers to meet their needs. 

The government said that they will save a bunch of money by closing the yard down, 

when in fact after not having enough space for the subs, and the lack of knowledge to get 

things done in a timely manner, the government will not be saving as much as they 

are saying. 

I think they (Portsmouth Naval Shipyard) could save the government money by 

working on other types of ships. They say if you can work on a submarine, you can work 

on anything, and The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the best on submarines. 

I don't see how closing down the best shipyard (cost efficiency, getting jobs done in a 

timely fashion, and the base a lot of the customers like coming too, both for the 

workmanship and the people) will help The United States of America. 

What about the security of The United States of America? What message are we 

sending to the enemies, the bad boys, that America is closing their best Shipyard. Does 

~ U a a r e s b o a t ~ 6 m ~ 3  

I think closing down Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a big mistake! 

Thank-you for your time and have a goodday! 



August 2,2005 

Dear Chairman, 

~ e c e l v e d  
I am writing to encourage you to vote to leave Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in place as 

an operating shipyard. 

The data clearly shows that Portsmouth is the most efficient of the four public 
shipyards. This culture should be emulated not eliminated. 

It appears questionable whether the Navy has excessive shipyard human capacity. I 
recommend siding with potentially having excess capacity rather than insufficient 
capacity. Correcting for insufficient capacity is time consuming and costly. Correcting 
for excessive capacity is straightfonvard. 

The "CEO" of the naval shipyard corporation, should take action that sends a 
clear message to the shipyards. Adjust capacity by keeping and expanding the most 
"profitable" yards andlor shrinking the less "profitable" yards. The naval shipyard 
corporate "profits" will increase. 

BRAC is about decreasing DOD costs (i.e. increasing "profits"). Emulating the 
Portsmouth model will accomplish this goal. We owe this to our "stockholders", the 
taxpayers. 



Deborah Regel 
6 Lemont Lane 
Kittery ME 03904 

General Newton, 

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter concerning the closure of Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. 

Please consider that closing the shipyard will only mean that future repairs will cost more 
and take longer because you will be closing the most productive and most efficient 
shipyard. 

And if the shipyard closes, you cannot replace them. That will mean that future planners 
will be further restricted as to options to repair ships - at whatever cost. 

Deborah Regel 



BRAC (:ommission 

/,!.I6 :' 9 2005 
Dear Commissioner German Jr., 

Received 

I'm typing this letter to you in favor of keeping The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard off of 

the closer list. 

The delegation at the Boston, Mass. hearings did a great job explaining how the 

government failed to meet the criteria1 set forth by the government. The government 

twisted all the facts and the nun bers to meet their needs. 

The government said that they will save a bunch of money by closing the yard down, 

when in fact afier not having enough space for the subs, and the lack of knowledge to get 

thlngs done in a timely manner, the government will not be saving as much as they 

are saying. 

I think they (Portsmouth Naval Shipyard) could save the government money by 

working on other types of ship. They say if you can work on a submarine, you can work 

on anything, and The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the best on submarines. 

I don't see how closing down the best shipyard (cost efficiency, getting jobs done in a 

timely fashion, and the base a lot of the customers like coming too, both for the 

workmanship and the people) will help The United States of America. 

What about the security af The United States of America? What message are we 

sending to the enemies, the bad boys, that America is closing their best Shipyard. Does 

America care about their awn safety? 

I think c10sing dowPdJmopth Naval Shipyard would be a big mistake! 

Thank-you for your time and have a goodday! 



F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  D A V I D  M .  R H E A U M E  

August 10,2005 

BRAC c:~mmlssion 
Hon. Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 AUG I S 2605 
Arlington, VA 22202 d2ecei.vecr 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed BRAC action to close Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. As you 
complete your review of this proposed action in the upcoming days, I ask that you consider not only that 
closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard does not make economic sense, but that it also does not meet common 
sense: when our country has needed them most, the shipyard's employees have responded, and continue 
to respond, better than anyone else. 

Portsmouth's accomplishments in building submarines during World War II were unparalleled, and led to 
the catchphrase "Portsmouth Built" being used by the appreciative crews of these submarines. One vessel 
in particular, USS FINBACK (SS 230), played a unique role. Former President George H. W. Bush was a 
pilot in the U. S. Navy. On September 2, 1944, Lt. (jg) Bush was shot down off the coast of the Japanese 
held island of Chichi Jima. After parachuting into the water near the island he was rescued by FINBACK 
before he could be captured by the Japanese. The Japanese commander on Chichi Jima was notorious for 
dealing harshly with prisoners and he typically had them,put to death. FINBACK may well have saved the 
life of this future president and father of a future president. 

FINBACK was the first of many submarines built by Portsmouth in a record short amount of time. By 1944, 
Portsmouth workers were able to build a submarine in as little as 173 days. The hand-painted signs made 
by these men and women documenting their accomplishments during the war can still be seen at the 
shipyard and serve as an inspiration to myself and the other current employees there. When the war on 
terrorism began, we knew that we had to continue the legacy established by the previous generations of 
shipyard workers. The tremendous work we have done overhauling submarines during this time resulted in 
the award of the Meritorious Unit Commendation to Portsmouth. Our contributions continue to this day, 
notably in the record-breaking urgent work we performed to replace the propulsion shaft on 
USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760). It is our hope that our accomplishments during this timeframe will also serve 
as an inspiration to Mure generations of workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as they perform 
whatever work our military needs to have done in the future. 

I appreciate and understand the difficult task that you are performing in the service of your country. I hope 
that you can agree that the hard-working current and future employees of the shipyard should continue to 
have the opportunity to serve their country in the unique and unmatched Portsmouth tradition. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Rheaume 

18 M c D O N O U G H  STREET PORTSMOUTH N H  03801-3928 



F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  D A V I D  M .  R H E A U M E  

August 10,2005 

Hon. Samuel K. Skinner 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Skinner- 

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed BRAC action to close Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. As you 
complete your review of this proposed action in the upcoming days, I ask that you consider not only that 
closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard does not make economic sense, but that it also does not meet common 
sense: when our country has needed them most, the shipyard's employees have responded, and continue 
to respond, better than anyone else. 

Portsmouth's accomplishments in building submarines during World War II were unparalleled, and led to 
the catchphrase "Portsmouth Built-eing used by the appreciative crews of these submarines. One vessel 
in particular, USS FINBACK (SS 230), played a unique role. Former President George H. W. Bush was a 
pilot in the U. S. Navy. On September 2,1944, Lt. (jg) Bush was shot down off the coast of the Japanese 
held island of Chichi Jima. After parachuting into the water near the island he was rescued by FINBACK 
before he could be captured by the Japanese. The Japanese commander on Chichi Jima was notorious for 
dealing harshly with prisoners and he typically had them put to death. FINBACK may well have saved the 
life of this future president and father of a future president. 

FINBACK was the first of many submarines built by Portsmouth in a record short amount of time. By 1944, 
Portsmouth workers were able to build a submarine in as little as 173 days. The hand-painted signs made 
by these men and women documenting their accomplishments during the war can still be seen at the 
shipyard and serve as an inspiration to myself and the other current employees there. When the war on 
terrorism began, we knew that we had to continue the legacy established by the previous generations of 
shipyard workers. The tremendous work we have done overhauling submarines during this time resulted in 
the award of the Meritorious Unit Commendation to Portsmouth. Our contributions continue to this day, 
notably in the record-breaking urgent work we performed to replace the propulsion shaft on 
USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760). It is our hope that our accomplishments during this timeframe will also serve 
as an inspiration to future generations of workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as they perform 
whatever work our military needs to have done in the future. 

I appreciate and understand the difficult task that you are performing in the service of your country. I hope 
that you can agree that the hard-working current and future employees of the shipyard should continue to 
have the opportunity to serve their country in the unique and unmatched Portsmouth tradition. 

David M, kheaume 

18 M c D O N O U G H  S T R E E T  P O R T S M O U T H  N H  03801-3928  



F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  D A V I D  M .  R H E A U M E  

General James T. Hill 
'.!L!.: ", 2005 
kL * 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 

~ c c c ~ l v e d  

Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General Hill: 

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed BRAC action to close Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. As you 
complete your review of this proposed action in the upcoming days, I ask that you consider not only that 
closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard does not make economic sense, but that it also does not meet common 
sense: when our country has needed them most, the shipyard's employees have responded, and continue 
to respond, better than anyone else. 

Portsmouth's accomplishments in building submarines during World War II were unparalleled, and led to 
the catchphrase "Portsmouth Built" being used by the appreciative crews of these submarines. One vessel 
in particular, USS FINBACK (SS 230), played a unique role. Former President George H. W. Bush was a 
pilot in the U. S. Navy. On September 2, 1944, Lt. (jg) Bush was shot down off the coast of the Japanese 
held island of Chichi Jima. After parachuting into the water near the island he was rescued by FINBACK 
before he could be captured by the Japanese. The Japanese commander on Chichi Jima was notorious for 
dealing harshly with prisoners and he typically had them put to death. FINBACK may well have saved the 
life of this future president and father of a future president. 

FINBACK was the first of many submarines built by Portsmouth in a record short amount of time. By 1944, 
Portsmouth workers were able to build a submarine in as little as 173 days. The hand-painted signs made 
by these men and women documenting their accomplishments during the war can still be seen at the 
shipyard and serve as an inspiration to myself and the other current employees there. When the war on 
terrorism began, we knew that we had to continue the legacy established by the previous generations of 
shipyard workers. The tremendous work we have done overhauling submarines during this time resulted in 
the award of the Meritorious Unit C:ommendation to Portsmouth. Our contributions continue to this day, 
notably in the record-breaking urgent work we performed to replace the propulsion shaft on 
USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760). It is our hope that our accomplishments during this timeframe will also serve 
as an inspiration to future generations of workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as they perform 
whatever work our military needs to have done in the future. 

I appreciate and understand the difficult task that you are performing in the service of your country. I hope 
that you can agree that the hard-working current and future employees of the shipyard should continue to 
have the opportunity to serve their country in the unique and unmatched Portsmouth tradition. 

Sincerely. 

18 M c D O N O U G H  S T R E E T  P O R T S M O U T H  N H  03801-3928 



F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  D A V I D  M .  R H E A U M E  

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission Received 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General Turner: 

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed BRAC action to close Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. As you 
complete your review of this proposed action in the upcoming days, I ask that you consider not only that 
closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard does not make economic sense, but that it also does not meet common 
sense: when our country has needed them most, the shipyard's employees have responded, and continue 
to respond, better than anyone else. 

Portsmouth's accomplishments in building submarines during World War II were unparalleled, and led to 
the catchphrase "Portsmouth Built" being used by the appreciative crews of these submarines. One vessel 
in particular, USS FINBACK (SS 230), played a unique role. Former President George H. W. Bush was a 
pilot in the U. S. Navy. On September 2,1944, Lt. (jg) Bush was shot down off the coast of the Japanese 
held island of Chichi Jima. After parachuting into the water near the island he was rescued by FINBACK 
before he could be captured by the Japanese. The Japanese commander on Chichi Jima was notorious for 
dealing harshly with prisoners and he typically had them put to death. FINBACK may well have saved the 
life of this future president and father of a future president. 

FINBACK was the first of many submarines built by Portsmouth in a record short amount of time. By 1944, 
Portsmouth workers were able to build a submarine in as little as 173 days. The hand-painted signs made 
by these men and women documenting their accomplishments during the war can still be seen at the 
shipyard and serve as an inspiration to myself and the other current employees there. When the war on 
temrism began, we knew that we had to continue the legacy established by the previous generations of 
shipyard workers. The tremendous work we have done overhauling submarines during this time resulted in 
the award of the Meritorious Unit Commendation to Portsmouth. Our contributions continue to this day, 
notably in the record-breaking urgent work we performed to replace the propulsion shaft on 
USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760). It is our hope that our accomplishments during this timeframe will also serve 
as an inspiration to future generations of workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as they perform 
whatever work our military needs to have done in the future. 

I appreciate and understand the difficult task that you are performing in the service of your country. I hope 
that you can agree that the hard-working current and future employees of the shipyard should continue to 
have the opportunity to serve their country in the unique and unmatched Portsmouth tradition. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Rheaume 

18 M c D O N O U G H  S T R E E T  P O R T S M O U T H  N H  03801-3928 



F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  D A V I D  M .  R H E A U M E  

Hon. Philip Coyle 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Coyle: 

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed BRAC action to close Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. As you 
complete your review of this proposed action in the upcoming days, I ask that you consider not only that 
closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard does not make economic sense, but that it also does not meet common 
sense: when our country has needed them most, the shipyard's employees have responded, and continue 
to respond, better than anyone else. 

Portsmouth's accomplishments in building submarines during World War II were unparalleled, and led to 
the catchphrase "Portsmouth Built" being used by the appreciative crews of these submarines. One vessel 
in particular, USS FINBACK (SS 2:30), played a unique role. Former President George H. W. Bush was a 
pilot in the U. S. Navy. On September 2,1944, Lt. (jg) Bush was shot down off the coast of the Japanese 
held island of Chichi Jima. After parachuting into the water near the island he was rescued by FINBACK 
before he could be captured by the Japanese. The Japanese commander on Chichi Jima was notorious for 
dealing harshly with prisoners and he typically had them put to death. FINBACK may well have saved the 
life of this future president and father of a future president. 

FINBACK was the first of many submarines built by Portsmouth in a record short amount of time. By 1944, 
Portsmouth workers were able to build a submarine in as little as 173 days. The hand-painted signs made 
by these men and women documenting their accomplishments during the war can still be seen at the 
shipyard and serve as an inspiration to myself and the other current employees there. When the war on 
terrorism began, we knew that we had to continue the legacy established by the previous generations of 
shipyard workers. The tremendous work we have done overhauling submarines during this time resulted in 
the award of the Meritorious Unit Commendation to Portsmouth. Our contributions continue to this day, 
notably in the record-breaking urgent work we performed to replace the propulsion shafl on 
USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760). It is our hope that our accomplishments during this timeframe will also serve 
as an inspiration to future generations of workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as they perform 
whatever work our military needs to have done in the Mure. 

I appreciate and understand the difficult task that you are performing in the service of your country. I hope 
that you can agree that the hard-working current and future employees of the shipyard should continue to 
have the opportunity to serve their country in the unique and unmatched Portsmouth tradition. 

David M. Rheaume 

18 McDONOUGH STREET PORTSMOUTH N H  03801-3928 



F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  D A V I D  M .  R H E A U M E  

August 10,2005 
BRAC !:oinm~sslon 

Hon. James H. Bilbray AU(; - 1005 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 Received 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray: 

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed BRAC action to close Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. As you 
complete your review of this proposed action in the upcoming days, I ask that you consider not only that 
closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard does not make economic sense, but that it also does not meet common 
sense: when our country has needed them most, the shipyard's employees have responded, and continue 
to respond, better than anyone else. 

Portsmouth's accomplishments in building submarines during World War I1 were unparalleled, and led to 
the catchphrase "Portsmouth Built" being used by the appreciative crews of these submarines. One vessel 
in particular, USS FINBACK (SS 230), played a unique role. Former President George H. W. Bush was a 
pilot in the U. S. Navy. On September 2, 1944, Lt. (jg) Bush was shot down off the coast of the Japanese- 
held island of Chichi Jima. After parachuting into the water near the island he was rescued by FINBACK 
before he could be captured by the Japanese. The Japanese commander on Chichi Jima was notorious for 
dealing harshly with prisoners and he typically had them put to death. FINBACK may well have saved the 
life of this future president and father of a future president. 

FINBACK was the first of many submarines built by Portsmouth in a record short amount of time. By 1944, 
Portsmouth workers were able to build a submarine in as little as 173 days. The hand-painted signs made 
by these men and women documenting their accomplishments during the war can still be seen at the 
shipyard and serve as an inspiration to myself and the other current employees there. When the war on 
terrorism began, we knew that we had to continue the legacy established by the previous generations of 
shipyard workers. The tremendous work we have done overhauling submarines during this time resulted in 
the award of the Meritorious Unit Commendation to Portsmouth. Our contributions continue to this day, 
notably in the record-breaking urgent work we performed to replace the propulsion shaft on 
USSANNAPOLIS (SSN 760). It is our hope that our accomplishments during this timeframe will also serve 
as an inspiration to future generatiins of workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as they perform 
whatever work our military needs to have done in the future. 

I appreciate and understand the difficult task that you are performing in the service of your country. I hope 
that you can agree that the hard-working current and future employees of the shipyard should continue to 
have the opportunity to serve their country in the unique and unmatched Portsmouth tradition. 

David M. kheaume 

18 M c D O N O U G H  S T R E E T  P O R T S M O U T H  N H  03801-3928  



F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  D A V I D  M .  R H E A U M E  

August 10,2005 

Hon. James V. Hansen 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hansen. 

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed BRAC action to close Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. As you 
complete your review of this proposed action in the upcoming days, I ask that you consider not only that 
closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard does not make economic sense, but that it also does not meet common 
sense: when our country has needed them most, the shipyard's employees have responded, and continue 
to respond, better than anyone else. 

Portsmouth's accomplishments in building submarines during World War II were unparalleled, and led to 
the catchphrase "Portsmouth Built" being used by the appreciative crews of these submarines. One vessel 
in particular, USS FINBACK (SS 230), played a unique role. Former President George H. W. Bush was a 
pilot in the U. S. Navy. On September 2,1944, Lt. (jg) Bush was shot down off the coast of the Japanese 
held island of Chichi Jima. After parachuting into the water near the island he was rescued by FINBACK 
before he could be captured by the Japanese. The Japanese commander on Chichi Jima was notorious for 
dealing harshly with prisoners and he typically had them put to death. FINBACK may well have saved the 
life of this future president and father of a future president. 

FINBACK was the first of many submarines built by Portsmouth in a record short amount of time. By 1944, 
Portsmouth workers were able to build a submarine in as little as 173 days. The hand-painted signs made 
by these men and women documenting their accomplishments during the war can still be seen at the 
shipyard and serve as an inspiration to myself and the other current employees there. When the war on 
terrorism began, we knew that we had to continue the legacy established by the previous generations of 
shipyard workers. The tremendous work we have done ovehauling submarines during this time resulted in 
the award of the Meritorious Unit Commendation to Portsmouth. Our contributions continue to this day, 
notably in the record-breaking urgent work we performed to replace the propulsion shaft on 
USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760). It is our hope that our accomplishments during this timeframe will also serve 
as an inspiration to future generations of workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as they perform 
whatever work our military needs to have done in the future. 

I appreciate and understand the difficult task that you are performing in the service of your country. I hope 
that you can agree that the hard-working current and future employees of the shipyard should continue to 
have the opportunity to serve their country in the unique and unmatched Portsmouth tradition. 

David M. Rheaume 

18 M c D O N O U G H  STREET PORTSMOUTH N H  03801-3928 



F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  D A V I D  M .  R H E A U M E  

August 10,2005 
%, .  - !005 , . 

General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General Newton. 

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed BRAC action to close Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. As you 
complete your review of this proposed action in the upcoming days, I ask that you consider not only that 
closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard does not make economic sense, but that it also does not meet common 
sense: when our country has needed them most, the shipyard's employees have responded, and continue 
to respond, better than anyone else. 

Portsmouth's accomplishments in building submarines during World War II were unparalleled, and led to 
the catchphrase "Portsmouth Built" being used by the appreciative crews of these submarines. One vessel 
in particular, USS FINBACK (SS 230), played a unique role. Former President George H. W. Bush was a 
pilot in the U. S. Navy. On September 2,1944, Lt. (jg) Bush was shot down off the coast of the Japanese- 
held island of Chichi Jima. After parachuting into the water near the island he was rescued by FINBACK 
before he could be captured by the Japanese. The Japanese commander on Chichi Jima was notorious for 
dealing harshly with prisoners and he typically had them put to death. FINBACK may well have saved the 
life of this future president and father of a future president. 

FINBACK was the first of many submarines built by Portsmouth in a record short amount of time. By 1944, 
Portsmouth workers were able to build a submarine in as little as 173 days. The hand-painted signs made 
by these men and women documenting their accomplishments during the war can still be seen at the 
shipyard and serve as an inspiration to myself and the other current employees there. When the war on 
terrorism began, we knew that we had to continue the legacy established by the previous generations of 
shipyard workers. The tremendous work we have done overhauling submarines during this time resulted in 
the award of the Meritorious Unit Commendation to Portsmouth. Our contributions continue to this day, 
notably in the record-breaking urgent work we performed to replace the propulsion shafi on 
USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760). It is our hope that our accomplishments during this timeframe will also serve 
as an inspiration to future generations of workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as they perform 
whatever work our military needs to have done in the future. 

I appreciate and understand the difficult task that you are performing in the service of your country. I hope 
that you can agree that the hard-working current and future employees of the shipyard should continue to 
have the opportunity to serve their country in the unique and unmatched Portsmouth tradition. 

Sincerelv. 

David M. dheaume 

18 M c D O N O U G H  S T R E E T  P O R T S M O U T H  N H  03801-3928  



F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  D A V I D  M .  R H E A U M E  

August 10,2005 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr. 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

near Admiral Gehman: 

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed BRAC action to close Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. As you 
complete your review of this proposed action in the upcoming days, I ask that you consider not only that 
closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard does not make economic sense, but that it also does not meet common 
sense: when our country has needed them most, the shipyard's employees have responded, and continue 
to respond, better than anyone else. 

Portsmouth's accomplishments in building submarines during World War II were unparalleled, and led to 
the catchphrase "Portsmouth Built" being used by the appreciative crews of these submarines. One vessel 
in particular, USS FINBACK (SS 230), played a unique role. Former President George H. W. Bush was a 
pilot in the U. S. Navy. On September 2,1944, Lt. (ig) Bush was shot down off the coast of the Japanese 
held island of Chichi Jima. After parachuting into the water near the island he was rescued by FINBACK 
before he could be captured by the Japanese. The Japanese commander on Chichi Jima was notorious for 
dealing harshly with prisoners and he typically had them put to death. FINBACK may well have saved the 
life of this future president and father of a future president. 

FINBACK was the first of many submarines built by Portsmouth in a record short amount of time. By 1944, 
Portsmouth workers were able to build a submarine in as little as 173 days. The hand-painted signs made 
by these men and women documenting their accomplishments during the war can still be seen at the 
shipyard and serve as an inspiration to myself and the other current employees there. When the war on 
terrorism began, we knew that we had to continue the legacy established by the previous generations of 
shipyard workers. The tremendous work we have done overhauling submarines during this time resulted in 
the award of the Meritorious Unit Commendation to Portsmouth. Our contributions continue to this day, 
notably in the record-breaking urgent work we performed to replace the propulsion shaft on 
USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760). It is our hope that our accomplishments during this timeframe will also serve 
as an inspiration to future generations of workers at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as they perform 
whatever work our military needs to have done in the future. 

I appreciate and understand the difficult task that you are performing in the service of your country. I hope 
that you can agree that the hard-working current and future employees of the shipyard should continue to 
have the opportunity to serve their country in the unique and unmatched Portsmouth tradition. 

- Sincerely, 

David M. Rheaume 

18 M c D O N O U G H  S T R E E T  P O R T S M O U T H  N H  03801-3928  



BRAC f :omm~sslon 

SAVE OUR SHIPYARD PETITION 

We, the undersigned citizens, are deeply concerned about the future of the Portsmouth 
facility accomplishing work that is vital to the security of this region and this country. In add$& i&& cornestone 
of the economic wellbeing of many surrounding communities For more than 200 years ihe %ortsmouth Naval 
Shipyard has served this country. In the centennial year of the Treaty of Portsmouth, negotiated and signed at the 
shipyard, we entreat your support to maintain and build on this unique source of strength that is a distinguished part 
of our heritage. We request that you SAVE OUR SHIPYARD! 

Address 
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