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August 12, 2005

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
Chairman

2005 Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Commission

2521 So. Clark St., Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi,

As a U. S. Navy veteran of World War 11, I have dedicated many years to issues
affecting active and retired military personnel. Also, to the education of today’s youth to
the importance and history of Naval, Marine, Army and Reserve Air Force personnel.

Currently I am serving as Vice President of the Delaware Valley Historical
Aircraft Association located at the NAS/JRB Base at Willow Grove, Pa. It is important
that the United States continue the operation of this strategically vital Joint Reserve
Base, since there are only two others in the entire United States, New Orleans and Texas.

As you may or may not know it was under the leadership of former Captain
Cameron Blake, several years ago, that the NAS/JRB Base at Willow Grove obtained
$16 million dollars to have the base brought up to standards. The new Navy Lodge was
part of those funds and is a tremendous success and a great asset. Other projects were put
on hold until after the BRAC Commissions report which is due out next month.

There are about 48,000 military families living within a 30 mile radius of the
Willow Grove Base, this was based on an impact study which determined the need for
the new Lodge. What has not been completed with the rest of the authorized funds, due to
the proposal to close the only active military air field in the entire Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, is the rest of the construction that was slated to start. Namely, a 20,000
square foot commissary that would help these 48,000 military families in a year with
discounts on meat, milk, cereals, medical healthcare products and other dairy staples.
This would help active as well as retired military personnel to stretch their ever shrinking
pay or retirement checks.

I find it difficult to understand today’s Naval leaders who think that we can cope
with terrorist activities by closing strategic air bases particularly, JOINT RESERVE
AIR BASES, I believe they forget that during WW 11 it was the Reserves that carried us
through to the successful completion of the war. Cutting vital strategic installations will
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not strengthen our Homeland Defense efforts, National Security nor enhance our ability
to win a war on terror.

The security of the Eastern section of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is
weakened with closing this base along with the major metropolitan and port areas that we
are centrally located too. Closing would deny the people located in this strategic area, if
the base is closed, a rapid response to any terrorist attack and the ability to use the
facilities of over 16,000 hospital beds within the area.

Thank you for visiting NAS/JRB, Willow Grove, Pa. and realizing that the base is
a JOINT RESERVE AIR BASE and critical to our National Security.

Sincerely,
8 W,T»/Q/\. R, .MV\/\«

Joseph R. Breslin
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August 12, 2005

The BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Ste. 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Members,

As aU. S. Navy veteran of World War 11, I have dedicated many years to issues
affecting active and retired military personnel. Also, to the education of today’s youth to
the importance and history of Naval, Marine, Army and Reserve Air Force personnel.

Currently I am serving as Vice President of the Delaware Valley Historical
Aircraft Association located at the NAS/JRB Base at Willow Grove, Pa. It is important
that the United States continue the operation of this strategically vital Joint Reserve
Base, since there are only two others in the entire United States, New Orleans and Texas.

As you may or may not know it was under the leadership of former Captain
Cameron Blake, several years ago, that the NAS/JRB Base at Willow Grove obtained
$16 million dollars to have the base brought up to standards. The new Navy Lodge was
part of those funds and is a tremendous success and a great asset. Other projects were put
on hold until after the BRAC Commissions report which is due out next month.

There are about 48,000 military families living within a 30 mile radius of the
Willow Grove Base, this was based on an impact study which determined the need for
the new Lodge. What has not been completed with the rest of the authorized funds, due to
the proposal to close the only active military air field in the entire Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, is the rest of the construction that was slated to start. Namely, a 20,000
square foot commissary that would help these 48,000 military families in a year with
discounts on meat, milk, cereals, medical healthcare products and other dairy staples.
This would help active as well as retired military personnel to stretch their ever shrinking
pay or retirement checks.

I find it difficult to understand today’s Naval leaders who think that we can cope
with terrorist activities by closing strategic air bases particularly, JOINT RESERVE
AIR BASES. I believe they forget that during WW11 it was the Reserves that carried us
through to the successful completion of the war. Cutting vital strategic installations will
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not strengthen our Homeland Defense efforts, National Security nor enhance our ability
to win a war on terror.

The security of the Eastern section of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is
weakened with closing this base along with the major metropolitan and port areas that we
are centrally located too. Closing would deny the people located in this strategic area, if
the base is closed, a rapid response to any terrorist attack and the ability to use the
facilities of over 16,000 hospital beds within the area.

Why the DOD or Pentagon did not evaluate the Willow Grove Base as a Joint
Operation is beyond my comprehension. I can only assume it to be deliberate on their
part since the BRAC Commission Chairman was not aware it was a joint operation when
he visited the base. The base is a JOINT RESERVE AIR BASE and critical to our
National Security.

Thank you for any consideration you can give to keep NAS/JRB Willow Grove,
Pa. open and operational.

Sincerely,

Joseph R. Breslin
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